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The beauty of 



Delaware... 



. . . will 



live in our hearts. 



FOREWORD 
"Al l the world's a stage and all men and women merely 

players." The curtain has about closed on our play. We're 
having our final encore. T h i s may have been an amateur 
production; there were forgotten cues, dim lights. Sometimes 
the scenery was not in harmony with the act, and often we 
were not in harmony with the directors. The applause was 
inaudible at times, but we presented it and lived the roles. 
After all, i t was our play. 

Our scene was the Campus, as is our B L U E H E N theme. 
I t has been our purpose to sketch this background, to renew 
your acquaintances with the complete cast, and to bring back 
the significant scenes which you have witnessed throughout 
the year. We wish we could print each one's individual lines, 
improvement, and growth during the four-year rehearsal; but 
this you can weave from what we have given you. 

You are now about to assume your professional role, but 
these past preparations will be with you forever. We hope, in 
the years to come, the cherished memories of these meaningful 
times will linger among the pages of the 1956 B L U E HEN. 



DEDICATION 

• 

Considering the climate of the times and this stage of 

our lives, we of the 1956 "Blue Hen" dedicate this book to 

FAITH 

Look at this word; think about it now and throughout 

the days to come. You have developed in many phases over 

the past few years; but there have been some empty, 

neglected spots, some unanswerable questions. There is 

the unpredictable future, waiting. 

Has the feeling behind that one word been de-

veloped? Set your goals. Establish your standards. Work 

hard to fulf i l l these ideals. Yes, there wili be stumbling 

blocks along every step of the path. Strive on, however; 

your education and achievements will always be present. 

But behind all, a strong foundation for life — in God, in 

the future, in yourself, in your work, in others — keep 

FAITH. 
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IN MEMORIAM 

W i t h the death of Dr. W i l b u r Owen Sypherd, the University of Delaware suffered 
the loss of one of its greatest friends and contributors. No one has had greater impact 
on the affairs of the university than did this beloved professor and president emeritus. 

Dr. Sypherd was graduated from Delaware College in 1896. H e received a 
bachelor of science degree from the University of Pennsylvania in 1900; his master of 
arts degree from Harvard University in 1901, and his doctorate from Harvard in 1906. 
H e was awarded an honorary doctor of laws by the University of Delaware in 1947. 

From 1906 to 1946 Dr Sypherd was a professor of English here at the university, 
then, acting president and president. It was during his career here that the department 
of dramatic arts and speech was made separate from the department of English. One 
of the most lasting contributions Dr. Sypherd made to the university was his bringing 
about the co-educational system. 

Dr. Sypherd was noted as a scholar of the Bible and Chaucer. Probably his most 
prized title, however, was 'Universt iy Professor.' H e was the only person ever to be 
given this rank. H e felt that this gave him the stamp of a scholar and teacher, a 
professor at large. H e was noted for his high standards and his strictness in holding to 
them, while at the same time being most tolerant of the opinions of others. 

H i s lively interest in the youth of the school, in student affairs and events, in all 
people; his enthusiasm; his friendly manner and the twinkle in his eye; all have made 
him one of the most revered figures of the University of Delaware. W e are proud of 
Dr. W i lbu r Owen Sypherd and deeply mourn his passing. 
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ADMINISTRATION 



The Board of Trustees 
Officers of the Board 

H U G H M. M O R R I S , President 

W A R R E N C. N E W T O N , Vice-President 

J O H N P. C A N N , Secretary and Treasurer 

Ex Officio 
The Governor of the State of Delaware, J. C A L E B B O G G S (1953), Dover 
The President of the State Board of Education, M A D E L I N E E. B U C H A N A N 

(Mrs. Edgar W . Buchanan) (1955), Dover 
The Master of the State Grange, W I L L I A M H . N A U D A I N (1954), Litt le 

Baltimore 

The President of the University, J O H N A. P E R K I N S (1950), Newark 

From New Castle County W A L T E R J. BEADLE Wilmington 
C. D O U G L A S S B U C K Wilmington 
J O H N P. C A N N Newark 
H A R L A N D A. C A R P E N T E R Wlimington 
R. R. M. C A R P E N T E R , J R Montchanin 
H E N R Y B. DU P O N T Wilmington 
H . F. DU PONT , Life Term Trustee Winterthur 
M A D A L I N W . J A M E S (Mrs. Albert James) Wi lmington 
J O H N G. L E A C H Wilmington 
H U G H M. M O R R I S Wilmington 
G E O R G E B U R T O N PEARSON, J R Wilmington 
G R A N V I L L E M. READ Wilmington 
R I C H A R D S. R O D N E Y New Castle 
H . R O D N E Y S H A R P , Life Term Trustee Wilmington 
E R N E S T S. W I L S O N (Completing term of Hyland P. George)....Wilmington 

From Kent County 

G E O R G E M. F I S H E R Dover 
J. A L L E N FREAR, JR. (Completing term of Earle D. Wi l ley) Dover 
W . W A T S O N H A R R I N G T O N , Life Term Trustee Dover 
H A R O L D W . H O R S E Y Dover 
M A B E L R I D G E L Y (Mrs. Henry Ridgely) Dover 
A R T H U R F. W A L K E R Woodside 

From Sussex County 

E L B E R T N. C A R V E L Laurel 
J O S E P H L. M A R S H A L L Lewes 
W A R R E N C. N E W T O N Bridgeville 
N A O M I P. T O W N S E N D (Mrs. Charles P. Townsend) Dagsboro 
P R E S T O N C. T O W N S E N D Rehoboth Beach 
J A M E S M. T U N N E L L , J R Georgetown 
G. F R A N K L I N W A P L E S Mi l ford 
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President 

P R E S I D E N T J O H N A. P E R K I N S 

This is your final assignment! This one will require a lifetime to complete. 
More than any previous one, it will make life more difficult. 

By now you should have become a seeker after truth. To grow in knowledge 
should have become a habit. Your assignment is to act always upon the best 
that your mind enables you to discover. If you do not, you will personify an 
educated tragedy — one who knows the right but is without the intellectual and 
moral courage to do it. To fail to carry out this assignment is not to receive a 
low grade. It is to discredit higher learning. Those who are both informed and 
courageous in action glorify it, themselves, and hence all mankind. 
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C A R L J. REES 
Dean of the School 

of Graduate Studies 
and Provost 

ADMINISTRAT IVE 

J O H N E. H O C U T T 
Dean of Students 

M I L T O N R O B E R T S 
Coordinator of Student Affairs 

Assistant to the Dean of Students 
W I L L I A M G. F L E T C H E R 

Director of Admissions 

BESSIE B. C O L L I N S 
Dean of Women 



OFFICIALS 

T . E L B E R T C H A N C E 
Director of Public Relations 

H A R O L D W . C O N D R A 
Director of Dormitories 

and Food Service 
15 

G E R A L D I N E M. W Y A T T 
Director of Business Guidance 

and Placement Bureau 

G O R D O N C. G O D B E Y 
Associate Director of University 

Extension 



DR. W I L L I A M W . H A G E R T Y 
Dean of the School of Engineering 

DR. W I L L I A M O. P E N R O S E 
Dean of the School of Education 

DEANS of SCHOOLS 

D E A N I R M A A Y E R S 
Dean of the School of Home Economics 



DEANS of SCHOOLS 
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D E A N F R A N C I S H . S Q U I R E 
Dean of the University of Delaware 

and 
Dean of the School of Ar t s and Science 

DR. G E O R G E M. W O R R I L O W 
Dean of School of Agriculture 



ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

Home of the Alumni Office 
P U R N E L L H A L L 

R I C H A R D D. G R O O 
Director of Alumni Relations 

Al l students who successfully complete a year of study 
at the university automatical^ become members of the 
Alumni Association as their classes graduate. The number 
of former students and graduates in the Association has 
surpassed the nine-thousand mark. 

One of the projects of the Alumni Association is the 
publication of the alumni magazine, " The Alumni News," 
which the class of 1956, as well as the graduates of past 
years, will find in its mail four times a year. In this way, 
all graduates can keep abreast of all happenings at the 
university. 

Other tasks that the alumni group undertakes are: Main-
taining records on former students, sponsoring activities 
through the regional clubs and chapters of the Association, 
and aiding in the conducting of the annual development 
fund for the benefit of the university. 

R U T H E. D U R S T E I N 
Executive Secretary 
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