
April SI«1S3®. 

$iy d«ar fc»r« Secretary: 

Assistant Secretary fceeaeramith ha® brought to 
$sy attention your latter to him of upril HI referring 
to the recant conversations he has had with you with 
regard to the proposal plan for tha consolidation of 
the foreign Service® of tha leparteent of Agrloulture 
ana of tha Department of Consmoroe into tha Fortlgn 
Service of the Department ©f State. 1 as pleased to 
know that, as ft result of tha easwon study of this 
problem by your Department and tills, you are In accord 
with tha transfer of tha Foreign Service of the Depart­
ment of Agriculture into that of tha .Department of titate. 

Under tha general provisions of tha Reorganization 
Aot recently paaaad by th# Congress, a plan for tha 
consolidation of tha Foralga Service© of tha Department 
of Agriculture and of tha Department of Go&meree has been 
prepared, as wall as a transmitting message, tor the 
approval of tha "President bafora submitting tha plan 
to tha Congress. Tha plan and tha message'do not naturally 
cover all of tha detail* which will eventually have to be 
arranged In order to carry through in practice tha eoa» 
solid&tion and it is oonteftplated that with respect to 
cartala details, Sxeoutiv* Orders may in due ecuree have 
to ha prepared* The plaji and tha message, of which for 
your convenience copies era attached hereto, X taka It 
frois your letter of April 81, have your approval and I 
shall shortly tranero.it the plan tmd the .meaaage to the 
President with * statement to the effect that"you are 
in accord therewith* In this connection I ssay say that 
the Secretary of eoimerce has inferned tm that that 
Department la also in accord with tha Kaseag* end plan 
and approves its transmission to the President «ad the 
Congress* 

X 
Tha Honorable 

Henry A* Wallace, 
Secretary of Agriculture^ 

Washington, D*0. 
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I have taken due note of your cement and ^oln 
with you in the coneera that adequate provision should 
he made for seeing that the officers who are assigned 
to agricultural worli in the field from the consolidated 
Service »hall have adequate training and background. 
I also understand your concern that the Department of 
Agriculture should have due choice la the direction of 
suoa officers in their work ia the field so that it may 
follow lines moat useful to your Department* I am In 
entira accord that personnel from the consolidated Foreign 
Service which may tee assigned to agricultural work after 
the original consolidation ia effected ehould be men vino have 
had either two year® work la an agricultural college or 
two years experience in the Department of Agriculture, 
unless your 'Department Should in a particular ease 
request the assignment of a Foreign Service Officer of the 
comblaed Service, who may not meet these requisites, 
but whom it may consider qualified for the work and post. 
With respect to adequate choice ef the Department of 
Agriculture la the assignment of affleers and la the 
aireotlon of agricultural reporting, 1 believe that 
this will be (adequately covered by an officer designated 
by you from the Department of Agriculture sitting on 
the Board of Sxaralners and the Board of Foreign Service 
Personnel. 

Wita regard to the question which you raise with respect 
to the increase ia personnel of the Foreign Service contem­
plated la the appropriations for your Department for the 
next fiscal year, 1 may aay that 1 quite appreciate the 
necessity far the appointment of qualified and trained 
persons, I am quite prepared, therefore, ta stata that 
la principle this department is prepared to assure you 
that you will have the opportunity to seleat the mea for 
these positions before eonsolidatioa is put into operation 
in order that these new officers may be included fro® 
the outset ia the eombined and consolidated foreign Service. 
% venture to state that on the basis of the conversations 
which UT. Kessersmith has had with Mr. Wheeler of your 
Department, there woule seem ta be no fundamental difficulties 
in this respect* 

I have noted with interest your suggestion that 
you believe it would be helpful under the plan ta have a 
qualified officer of your Department permanently assigned 
to the Department of Stata for the purpose of maintaining 
a eloea liaison between the Department of agriculture 
and the Foreign Service, such assignment to be in addition 
to the designation of an officer of your Department to eit 
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oo the 3©&rd of gEata&inara and as occasion requires on 
th® Board of foreign Service Personnel. X am quit® in 
anr©®ift©at with th® suitge&tlon, and I believe that the 
assignment; of sueb an officer from your Department to be 
mutually agreed upon will serve a vary useful purpose. 

fh© language changes In th# plan to which you rafar 
in the last two paragraphs of your 1 attar have bmn duly 
not ad and incorporated in, 1 believe, satisfactory form 
in the draft of tha plan and message attached to this 
letter* 

It is clearly undaratood by tha Department of State 
that th© consolidation of tha Foreign Services involves, 
ao far a# th© personnel of th® Department of Agriculture 
is concerned'9 th© transfer only of tha permanent foreign 
field offloara of th® Department of Agriculture consisting 
of th® agricultural Attachee, Assistant Agricultural Attach®© 
and thair elerloal assistants. 

1 believe that in carrying through this consolidation, 
tha Departments of Agriculture, Ccastaerce and Otate ar® 
performing a eervlce which will b® in th® general interest 
of this Oovernsaat, of all departments and agencies in­
terested in tha foreign field, aa wall a® ia the interest 
of tha various parts of our population which we serve. 
If this plan, becomes effective under tha Heoreanisation 
*k©t, an appropriate period ia provided in th® plan for 
th® carrying through of the administrative; details involved 
in the eonaolldatioa, 1 shall ha tary happy to maintain 
constant contact with yon in the working out of these 
practical details and of such Executive Orders a® e*ay be 
necessary la carrying thaw lots offeet* 

It la my very real hop© and ay sincere belief that 
the carrying through of this consolidation will make it 
possible for th© Departments of Agriculture and iit&te to 
cooperate even user© ooiapist®ly than in the past is fulfilling 
our respective obligations, 

Verjr s incere ly yours, 

Saeloeuras: 
Draft of plan and 
message. 

A-usosuia 


