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GLOSSARY

Anti-gender movementcollective action with a specific identity, ideology,
meanings, knowledge, and sustained performances that contest elites, opponents, and
authorities for their common purposes to control and discipline sexuality, gender, and
minorities with forms of polital homophobia for preserving traditional family and

elitesdéd political and moral orders.

Camparfia en contra de la Ideologia de Género Campai gn agai nst

ideol ogyygemdeantideol ogyé campaign:- an o

gender ativists that mobilize ideas and thoughts through contentious action such as

(

protests,sf ns, meetings, digital groups on soci

naturedé6 and di spute social, sexwual, reproc

Gender: sociahnd performative construction that shapes subjective identities
through which we explore and interpret social interactions, gendered order of power,

and gendered expectations of actors and institutions in global politics (Ré&nyan

Peterson2014). Incampagns agai nst 6gender ideol ogy,

1 All translations of names, words, and phrases from Spanish to English and vice
versa are mine.
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0i deol ogyd6 and an Oenemyd of the female

unstable sexual orientations that can be modified across life (Cathaoliz046é).

0Gender |l deol dgy G®Roerobdedvlkeomdat hat r ej
construction and consider womené6és and LGBT
060Gender ideologyd ideas | abel 6gender 6 as
erosion of any biological diffence between male and female and the modification of
womenos gender ed bi nary rol es i n soci et

(Catholic.Net 2016).

Gender ideologist: an individual who defends gender equality in social relations
uses feminist languagbut is not considered feminist by ag&nder activists

(Catholic.Net 2016).

060Gender I deol ogy Messagi mggndermadvaimersass an d
against comprehensive sex education, recognition of diverse sexual orientations, gender
identities, narriage equality, sar&ex marriage, and samsex child adoption spread
massively through physical performances and digital actions such as mobilizations,
protests, interventions in official institutions, social media platforms, virtual restricted

groups,and media news stories.
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060Gender i deol ogyo narratives: di scour
structure that connects stories of events in a meaningful way while offering insights
about the world and peopl eds structoresrof ences.
meaning (Hagstro® Gustafssor2 01 9) . 060 Gender i deologyd nar
about gender, sexuality, comprehensive sex education, gender identities, sexual

orientations, womené6és and LGBTI rights as

Heteronormatiity: an ideology that assumes a binary construction of
heterosexual difference, heterosexual union, and patriarchal families as given. This
heteronormative ideology can be embedded in particular sociocultural, economic, and

political relations (Runya& Peterson, 2014).

Heterosexuality: Cultural, political, and a social phenomenon without specific
borders that goes beyond the sexual preference of individuals (Rich 1980).
Heterosexuality is also associated with A

womends role to produce and reproduce the

and chi |l dO&rpsd2). ( Ri ¢ h

Megachurch: a typically nedenominational Protestant church with more than
2,000 members and a iwi Ifpopularguteresand nmodernd r aw U
consumerism as delivered by way of charismatic pastors and housed in familiar-comfort

i nduci ng s eZ01giascgesroFer(uttiaddNelson 2019 63).

XV



Political homophobia: Form of a state strategy, social movememt, a
transnational phenomenon powerful enough that constructs experiences of sexual
minorities and expressions of sexuality. Purposeful and often transnationally imported
or borrowed by segments embedded in the
authoriative notion of collective national identity and impede alternative collective

identities (Bosia& Weiss 2013).

Publ i c Opini on: Afacti on t hat l egi t i mi
di scussion the power di s,t2000;blaberreg00yast hi n s ¢

citedin SiadHung& LuquettaCedie| 2018 p.138).

Rightwi ng net wor k or network against o6gen
local and national links between agBnder activists, elite leaders, and campaigns
agai nder 6igeéemol ogyd with |l ocal, regional, n
diverse fields of expertise, thinking, and cultural, religious, political, and economic

backgrounds to contest public policies, the government, and authorities.

Wo me n 6 sLGBAInRights Activists: individuals that have historically
advocated, organized, and fought for the protection, inclusion, and recognition of the
different identities, roles, experiences, knowledge, and active participation of women,
lesbian, gay, bisexuatransgender, and intersex communities as political actors in

regional, national, and global politics.
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ABSTRACT

The Colombian peace negotiations between President Juan Manuel Santos and
the FARC rebels between 2012 and 2016 were the first to mainstreder geall areas
of a peace agreement. Two months before the plebiscite elections, some Christian
evangelical leaders and righti n g politicians portrayed g
ideol ogyd that would introduce miyaluedler i de
into society. This research examines the r
in shaping the national mainstream media coverage of the peace plebiscite elections.
Methods included a set of 24 sestiuctured interviews with key actas§the national
political debate, an archival creation with materials from-getider activists and a
right-wing Senator, and the content analysis of 301 randomly selected plebiscite news
stories published online in the most popular Colombian newspé&péispectadoand
El Tiempo Findings revealed that righting politicians, Christian evangelical pastors,
and antigender activists identified the articulation of three main events as a political
opportunity to dispute the inclusion of gender equalitgdocation and the final peace
agreement . These were the Ambientes Esoolareso f t he
Li bres de DprapasedibyiieMaistiy of BEducation, the ECAS Survey of
the National Administrative Department of Statistics (DANBE)nd t he O Nod6 v

campaign in the plebiscite.
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The rightwing and religious actors reactivated a -présting rightwing
national network that responded when they believe traditional social norms are
threatened with the recaghGBETIirightsinaatiahali ncl us
politics. At the same time, this network was surprised by this political opportunity and
found that di sinformation was a powerful
ideol ogyd ideas took f o refmedipalitical homa@phobia n a | c
and antigender messages. This campaign took advantage of the lack of regulation from
the National Electoral Council (CNE) to supervise the plebiscite campaigns on
traditional media and digital media platforms. The rgirg leaders created a hybrid
communi cati on network with ®mearinngdi abadw
connecting followers through meetings and mobilizations in cultural spaces with
Oprivated groups on digital medi a net wor ks
Mor eover, 60 g e raglveere a bliddespot iBl gEspéctadomnd El
Tiempo Both newspapers upported t he 6Yesd vot e i n
confrontational coverage focused on elites:s
The main problem was that both newspapershcke nvesti gati on on &6g
narratives and fake news. Therefofgl, Espectadorand ElI Tiempo reinforced
di sinformation in public opinion and becan
Consequently, this research offers insights into howCiblembian campaign against
6gender ideologyd was an organized counter
equality contesting the national consensus about the necessity of women and minorities

for peace.
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Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION A ND BACKGROUND

Col ombi a experienced one of Latin Amer.
than 52 years. The 11th Colombian peace negotiations from 2012 to 2016 between
President Juan Manuel Santos and the rebels of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia, FARC) were the first to
mainstream gender in all areas of a peace agreement. The peace process had a gender
subcommittee, and the final agreement has a gender chapter. The government recognized
the relevane of equity of rights for men and women in their experiences at the peace
negotiation table. In July 2016, the Colombian Constitutional Court approved President
Santosds proposal to hold a national peace
onO¢ ober 2. While the plebiscite elections
attention to end the armed conflict, elite righihg leaders debated what they called the
inclusion of 6gender ideol ogydé in the ed:u
tradtional family values in the final agreement.

Therefore, this research examines the
ideol ogyd in shaping the national mainstr e:
and how mainstream media plays aroleinedissi nat i ng t hi s campai gn:
gualitative and quantitative methods, | conducted 24-seémnctured interviews Hperson

with key leaders of the plebiscite debate in Bogota, Medellin, and Ibagué during Summer

1



2019. | also created an archive witlowerPoint presentations, questionnaires, and
handwriting notes that | found during my interviews with a Agirig senator and anti
gender activists of the campaign against 0
analysis of 301 randomly plebisciteews stories published iBl Espectadorand El
Tiempoonline between the plebiscite announcement on August 24 to the elections on
October 2.

Il n Latin Ameri ca, the term o6l deol og?2a c
Engl i sh iadke ddlgeeghyd,ed whi ch i s agender movententsv e o f
t hat reject gender as a soci al constructic
t hreat to societybds mor al fabric. For con
undersampdfaéCen contra de | a I deolog2a de
as O0campaigns agai ngtengemdemampae ginhe@y ® no IE n«
Ramirez, 2020; Barrientos, 2020; Kovats, 2015; Korolczuk, 2015; Oliveira Kalil, 2020;
Patternod & Kuhar , 2018, Corr?=°a, 2018, Pet R, 2

with fAthe defense of the doctrinal princip

truth. Gender conceptualization is seen as a danger for humanity, since it breaks the

sacralization of sex differences, under min
nor mali zes homosexualityo (Freire & Ferrei:
i deol ogi cal matrix of a set of abhorred e

interpretative frame that connects actors with cultural, political, economic, and religious

divergencies under the Aframe of gender <co



In August 2016, a rightving network composed of politicians, such as former
President Alvaro Uribe and former attorney general Alejandro Ordofiez, Christian
evangelical leaders from megachurches, andgantder activist groups across Colombia,
included 6gender i deol ogyo i deas i n the
mobilizaions, and penetrated plebiscite news stories in mainstream media. A set of 24
semistructured interviews conducted-person in Bogota, Medellin, and lbagué
(Colombia) in Summer 2019 and collection of archives from@erider activists in the
campaign agi n st 6gender i deol ogyd and Senator
rightwi ng pol i ti cal party Centro Democr8tico
indicated that gender was considered aswantific topic before the plebiscite elections.

Edgar Castafio, President of Colombian Evangelical Council (Consejo Evangélico
Colombiano, CEDECOL) and leader of the church Iglesia Bautista Central (personal
interview, June 26, 2019) , explained that
transformed into ardeology with simple thoughts, decisions, analyses, and positions of
people. 0 The discussions against o6gender i
of sex, the problematic social construction of gender in social interactions, the role of
family, and recognizing diverse sexual orientations and gender identities jeopardize
biological differences between women and men. Before the Colombia peace plebiscite
elections, rightwing leaders weaponized gender as an ideology and declared it an

0 e n e my diffeoehce between women and men. From this-gerider perspective,

gender can change sexual orientations across life (Catholic.Net, 2016).



According to a Colombian anonymous agdinder activist and Catalina Moscoso,
director of the nomgovernmental orgnization Amalos (personal interview, July 19,
2019), o6égender ideologyd6 ideas are tied to
interests to impose their lifestyle and thoughts on homosexuality and gender identities on
ot her s. They ebbomgd O6demdercredte strategi
doctrinal platform that intersects sociopolitical interests from the state, political parties,
influential international organizations, and minorities. For instaadgar Patifio, former
President of th€olombian Association of Christian Schools (Asociacion Colombiana de
Colegios Cristianos, OBEDSenator Maria del Rosario Guerra from the Fgirg
political party, Centro Democraticdyloscosq and pastor Héctor Pardo from the
megachurch, Tabernaculo Be (personal interviews, June 25 and Ji8y 19, and 24,

2019; respectivelyp s sert ed t hat the inclusion of 09
education system and politics is a threat supported by international organizations such as

the United NationsUN), the Organization of American States (OAS), United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA), the World Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), and the World Bank.

In response to these globalizedciopolitical threats, antiender activists build
campaigns against 6gender ideol ogy, 6 whi ct
usually come from uppeniddle-class, righiwing political parties, and conservative
groups. These activists share cdiiee identities and ideals to coordinate mobilizations,
events, and local, regional, national, and transnational groups. In doing so, they also

construct local and national rightng networks, which link them to international



net wor ks agaolnsdgy @ gwintdlre r s o diea | actors from
religion, and political thinking.

My set of interviews, the archival creation, and the content analysis demonstrated
that the righiwing network of opponents to the plebiscite identified a palitic
opportunity structure in three main events before the plebiscite elections. The first event
was the revision and redesign of the education mafaraieachers in public and private
schools to include gender equality and prevent discrimination andriguih Colombia,
obeying the sentencedl78 ordered by the Constitutional Court in 2015. The second was
the devel opment of the &é6Survey about Sexua
and teenagersd (O0Encuest a IssoentesecECAR whical i dad
targeted middle and higéchool students by the National Administrative Department of
Statistics (Departamento Administrativo Nacional de Estadistica, DANE). The last event
was the ONod vote campai geenthegovdarnmentandtiee f i n.
FARC. Also, this rightwing network detected that plebiscite campaigns on social media

platforms lacked aeffective government regulation and infrastructure for surveillance

2 Accordingto Chaux Vargas, lbarra, and Miniski (2013) quoted in one of the
presentations of the Ministry of Education of Colombia (See Appendix Figures B.1,
B.2, B.3, and B.4 from the Ministry of Education Power Point Presentation about the
revision of the Education Manu2016), an education manual is a tool with the
agreements of the school community that facilitates and guarantees harmony in the
school life. This document defines the actions of the school community, and the
resources and procedures to resolve conflietd,establishes the consequences of
breaking these agreements.



under the CNE Resolution 1733 to follow up the platescoverage in traditional
mainstream media two months before the elections.

Using their regional media contacts for outlets that are traditionally Catholic and
right-wing political regions from Northern Colombia, aggnder activists then started to
spead fake 1 mages of the Ministry of Educ
6original document 6 designed bgovernmhent@e Uni t
organization Colombia Diversa, and the Ministry of Education. This explicit content
labeledas 6épornographicé came from the Bel gian
by Tom Bouden (Gil Hernandez, 2020) and were disseminated to distract public opinion
from the plebiscite discussion about emotional and affective issues. On August 10,
6gendeol dgyd messaging expanded across Co
mobilization of parents, teachers, and prolife activist groups in 14 main Colombian cities
with the support of rightving politicians such as former President Alvaro Uribe and
former attoney general Alejandro Ordofiez, deputy Angela Hernandez, and three national
megachurches, Iglesia Manantial de Vida Eterna, Iglesia Bautista, and Mision Paz a las
Naciones, and Tabernaculo de Fe. My interviews and archival creation show that the
6gendeelrogydbe messaging became a national car
communication strategy using frames, meanings, and actions to dispute gender equality
in the education manual and the gender perspective in the peace agreement.

Thereforiededlgegqydé&ri deas took on the for.
specific interpretations of gender as an 0i

of épolitical homophobiadé (Bosia & Weiss,



minorities, perptiate collective frames of gender and sexuality, and promote global
homophobia (Bosia & Weiss, 2013). According to my findings from the collected
archives and the content analysis of 301 plebiscite news stories publistgld in
Espectadorand ElI Tiempo two months before the elections, ag@nder leaders
constructed a unified narrative based on Catholic and academic articles considering
gender equality and diversity as Opervert e
child indoctrination. The implementatin of t hese 6gender i de
complemented what the righting elites assumed to be tripartite threats for constructing
a peaceful society: t he FARC i-Qipauvniistnyo,6 t |
regime3 and the controversies around gendiversity. The plebiscite opposition
stimulated potential voters to compare and mirror their current sociopolitical and
economic contexts with Venezuela and Cubad
emotions were fundamental components of these meaabwt their collective national
identity and political representation.

The campaign against 6gender ideol ogyo
communication network©6 (Li m, 2018) . Thi s h

antigender protests, molrhtions, and meetings in cultural spaces such as churches,

STerm constructed with Castrods | ast names,
Cuban revolutionary leader, and Hugo Chavez, former President of Venezuela
(Rodriguez2017).&CastreChavismais a rhetorial invention of rightwing political

sectors emphasizing twiengo fpaotleiftuilc aflu tpuarretdi efs
transformation of societies into communism (Serr@04.7).



with restricted discussion groups on the most popular social media platform in Colombia,
WhatsApp (Chevalier, ZD) . The campaign against O0gende
platftorms due to thei mi strust of Col ombi an tradit
independence and autonomy. Pastors Eduardo Caflas and Edgar Castafio (personal
interviews, July 4 andJune 26, 2019espectively indicated Colombian media outlets

are properties of corporate finanaigbups and that elite politicians restrict their freedom

of expression and guarantees for impartial information production. Instead, the campaign
against 6gender ideologyd6 | earned that S 0C

unregulated free platfors to create specific groups and content based on their needs and

goals.

According to pastor Cafias (personal interview, July 4, 2019), WhatsApp groups
connected followers nationally and hel ped
i deol ogy 6 piedaecaes aagnrde etnheent . o6 Di gi t al militia

this hybrid communication strategy in the circulation of meanings and frames about the
protagonists and antagonists of the campai
mi | i t i adsadlult augienges tind potential voters composed of nuthlle and
lower-class likely voters who could easily engage and forward this type of content within
their social groups. This hybrid communication network combined the offline and online
worlds toalter the factual public opinion debate to legitimize a disregard for a plural and
inclusive society.

However, this hybrid communication net wt

al so split pastorsdéd ideals and thoughts ar



popul ation in the revision of the Ministry
the plebiscite. Pastor Diego Rodriguez from the church, Iglesia La Vida in Ibagué, located
in the west of Col ombi a, explained he | ef
because of homophobic statements disseminated that altered his interest to protect
parentsdé rights to educate their children
i deas. This hybrid communication network o
openly bolstered and reinforced hostile attitudes and discrimination towardsssgpres
communities to benefit specific privileged sectors of Aghitg groups. The Colombian
campaign against 6gender i deol ogyd mobili
platforms to undermine human rights protection, marginalize the experiences of
minorities in the armed conflict, and limit their possibilities for gelfresenting in
historical peacebuilding.

Despite the public and national mobilizations and disinformation strategies used
on the most popular Col ombi anh odjyiy@i ti alle armme die
the media blind spot i&l EspectadoandEl Tiempg the two highest read newspapers of
the country. Both newspapers missed investigating the scope, expansion, and context of
these gender issues. My content analysis revealed that 2tB&random sample of 301
pl ebiscite news stories referred to O6gende
information were recognized righting leaders such as former President Uribe and
former Attorney General Ordofiez, who have unlimited acteshe media. Therefore,
El EspectadorandEl Tiempopoliticized the plebiscite elections with a confrontational

coverage t hat ma d e survivor s, vi cti ms, m



organizations that worked historically for peace invisible. sEhpopular newspapers
openly supported the 6Yesd vote in the ele
expansion against o6gender ideology. o

Consequently, this communication style and type of content overlapped the
editorial interests of the newspapeThey destabilized journalism ethics and standards,
which allowed elite politicians and opponents of the plebiscite to replicate fake news with
a repetitive negative tone about peace and gender within public ofthiBspectador
and ElI Tiemposhowed their lack of knowledge and preparation for contextualizing
gender issues and verifying disinformation regarding gender in education and the peace
agreement.

The national net work of the campaign ac
confrontatonal coverage as another political opportunity and benefited from the
government 6s | ack of effective communicat.
gender equality in the education manual and the final agreement. Instead of demystifying
fake news angbroviding empirical evidence, the government reinforced the circulation
of the O6gender ideologyd narratives using
against O0gender ideology,6 in what Ministe
call edentt mmgauame Bl EspdcthdeanabhTeemyooverlooked that
t he campaign against O0gender ideologyd use:
Obuzzwords, d such as homosexwualization, ch

society, he imposition of the LGBTI community lifestyle to society, among others. As a

1C



result, this campaign reaffirmed the mains:
to a wave of disinformation combining actions from the offline and online worlds.

Beyondh e 6 mo me nt u mwing odpositioh i the campdaign against
6gender ideology, 6 the pl eb-wisgnetwokofadint e xt
gender activists intensely chasing political opportunities to defend their historically
conservatie agenda, elite privilege, protection of their private property, and perpetuation
of gendered stereotypes and the traditional Christian constitution of the family by a man
and a woman. The Col ombian offline and onl
mirrored similar contentious action developed in Brazil, Peru, Ecuador, Mexico,
Argentina, and Chile during this decade. All these campaigns expanded thgerater
messaging for gaining political wvalidation
identities, behaviors, or performances that differ from their perspective and construction
of social life.

The devel opment of the campaign against
months before the plebiscite elections reveals how a hybrid communicatieork with
a persuasive public communication strategy mobilizing specific actors, audiences,
emotions, and messages derailed public government initiatives in education and politics.
This case shows that the campaggiidébegamei a
transnational counterforce to the gl obal c
minoritiesd participation, such as the LGB
gender equality in peace negotiations. The Colombian campaign agams nd e r

ideol ogyd is a gl obal backl ash agai aAst wom

11



wing leaders that seek to preserve and strengthen their political leadership and power at
the core of national politics.

Therefore, this research proposes metihagical strategies to identify how the
specific communication styles and journal
frames, and tones uncover actions, methods, and hybrid communication networks of anti
gender campaigns in strategic political decismaking processes. Therefore,eth
Colombian campaigm g ai n st 0 g e usthe its spedifie sotiapgjitycdl and
cul tur al contexts interrupted public pol i«
media outl etsdé framimlgrro,@dimhson, 2004, as <c

Finally, with the victory of the ONod v
keep the gender perspective definition among the first pages of the agreement but deleted
this term from the rest of the text. Additionally, the righihg network has expanded its
political representation and participation in national politics. In 2018, the coalition of
pastors, which included Eduardo Cafias, Jhon Milton Rodriguez, and Héctor Pardo,
participants of the peace agreement renegotiation, fouhdetiyhtwing political party

Colombia Justa Libres. Now, Pastor Rodriguez is a senator and has worked closely with

t he Conservative political party and Centr
l'ife party | egi sl at orwing polititalhpartees ih iCengres€. r om o
060Gender ideologyd messaging still stimulat e

and social media platforms in discussions around abortion, diversity, parenting

wor kshops, womends andicaLp@ricipdtionr i ght s and t h

12



The Col ombian campaign agai nsotganidegie nder

and structured rightving network that weaponizes gender. These actions against peace
under mined womenbés autonomy, stigemantdi zed
knowledge in armed conflicts, and interrupted equal access to fundamental rights such as
education with equality and peace. Consequently, this case opens future discussions about
the governmental regulation of digital campaigns, the use of perdataafrom social

media platforms, and artificial intelligence to disseminate fake news and disinformation

against gender, especially in the Global South. Future research needs to explore how these

t

antigender transnational networks connect diverse audiece s oci opol i ti cal

from Latin America with Europe, Africa, and the United States.

This research is organized into six chapters. This first chapter explains step by
step the research design, data, and methods to conduct the content analysima}the s
structured interviews, the archival creation, and the use of quantitative and qualitative
software to analyze results. The second chapter Literature Review includes the
trajectories and <central debates of t he
ideol ogy 6 a s -gepdarr movernehts waith tspecific traditional and digital
repertoires of collective action in contentious politics, networks, frames, and meanings
disseminated, especially on social media platforms. This section also analyzes how the
term 6gender ideologyd involved political
while controlling and disciplining sexuality, gender, and minorities to preserve the
traditional family and elitesdé moid&ap and

of the Campaign Against 06Gender I deol ogy,

13
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form into a campaign concentrated on identifying a political opportunity in the political

context to dispute the gender perspective and equality. The fourth ¢AdqEéampaign

Against O06Gender ideologydé6 Prefers Soci al M
framed the digital campaign against O0gende
how the government, womenos, teatratdgiestGBCEl o0r g &
6gender ideologydé messaging in the final a

The fifth chapter, Media Blind Spots: How Newspapers, the Government, and the
Women and LGBTI Organizations Overlooked igital Campag n Agai nrst o6 Gen
| deol ogyé and Enabled its Messages, il l ust
spot forEl Espectadoand El Tiempoin the randomly selected plebiscite news stories
before the elections. The confrontation coverage and the type of commungigten
used in both newspapers created a strategi
ideol ogyd | eaders to reject gender equal.i
manual and the final agreement. Finally, the Conclusion chapter illustrateartiew
gender activists are still searching for political opportunities to strengthen theviight
elite power in Colombian politics with offline and online strategies. This section also
suggests future topics of analysis regarding the governmentaltregufsocial media
such as pl atfor ms of di sinformation camp
intervention in electoral campaigns, and the critical analysis of thisgantier
campaignbs reception within dictyer se audi en

In summary, this research calls the attention of politicians, scholars, practitioners,

journalists, organizations, and civil society for the growing size and power of these
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campaigns against 0 g egendler mobiiizdtiens linolyglglite6 Thes
political forces to disrupt political processes and expose minorities to political exclusion,
hate speech, vulnerability, and isolation that may provoke physical threats and global

homophobia.

1.1 Research Design
The design of this research engages lptantitative and qualitative methods. |

conducted content analysis, sestiuctured interviews, and archival creation. Through

the application of these multiple methods, | examined the following hypotheses:

H1) The <campai gn a g aayed s tsignificgre rold exrthe i de ol

traditional mainstream media coverage of the peace plebiscite;

H2) The campaign against O0gender ideol o

media to influence the peace plebiscite outcome.

To test the first hypothesis,cbnducted a content analysis on plebiscite news
stories in the newspapeEs EspectadoandEl Tiempoonline. Based on the theoretical
frameworkssettiAgendad AFraming, 0 this st
psychological paradigms and is partleé Mass Communication Research tradition. To
understand Agenda et t i ng, know that it starts with
communicate in a hierarchy of importance at a point in time. Moreover, an agenda is a

15



broad set of political discussionsewed at any point in time as falling within the range

of |l egitimate concerns meriting politybds a

Agendasetting analyzes how the media and the production of news stories can influence

audiences by choosing whsiiories to feature and how much prominence to give to

particular events within these news reports (McCombs et al., 1997). The Asptidg

process comprises the media agenda, the public agenda, and the interrelationships among

these two elements (Deagig Rogers, 1996). It means that any problem of social reality

requires exposure and journalistic coverage in the media to be considered public issues.
According to Shah, McLeod, Gotlieb, and Jin Lee (2003), Agesediing has two

levels. Thefirstleveh nal yzes t he medi ads emphasis on t

explores the construction of news discourses based on two dimenaiteive

attributes and cognitive attributes. Affective attributes are the positive or negative tones

of the news stor written by the journalist. Cognitive attributes are details of what

includes the frame, such as the type of sources of information (if the source of information

is institutional, extraofficial, confidential, or specialized). Hence, Agesating can be

considered a dApolitical process that expl e

available to the public in a democracy, how public opinion is shaped, and why specific

i ssues are addressed through policys action

1996, p. 2). These effects of the Agersgditing information within public opinion lie at

the intersection of dominant political, cultural, religious, and social discourses of social

reality through the media.
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Moreover, news stories have frames tha¢ attributes of Agendsetting
(Ghanem, 1997). In the media, framing is associated with selecting specific elements
within a particular issue, such as the process of message and news text construction, a
focus on journalists, and the related implicatifmrsaudience understanding (Ghanem,
1997; Shah et al., 2003). Agensletting posits that the media tells the public what to
think about, and framing deals with the me
about a subject. Therefore, Agersktting dals with selecting issues by news media and
their impact on the public agenda. Framing deals with the selection of elements within a

particular issue (Ghanem, 1997).

1.1.1 Content Analysis and AgendaSetting
Based on this theoretical framework, | conducted a content analysis to test the first

hypothesis. Clawson and Oxley (2017) explain that content analysis is one of the most
common approaches used to assess public opinion and is one technique to analyze
communi cation content. Content analysis MfAhas
the objective, systematic, and quantitative description of the manifest content of
communicationo (Clawson & Oxl ey, 2017, p
methodologicatool to analyze the features and influence of mass media, such as online
newspapers and television news, in electoral campaigns and elections across the world
(Cushion et al., 2018). This technique also has provided an exploration of the influence

of news@pers based on their features of private ownership, less state influence, ability to

criticize the state for influencing the government and public agenda, and set agendas for

17



traditional and social media sources in the Global South (Adamkolo et al., ZB&9).
content analysis helps unveil relationships between traditional media outlets and popular

social media, especially how social media platforms are more likely to influence

newspapersd agendas in breaking news. [ n
organi ze soci al net wor ksd age-brebkirg newsrh ongol
debat es, for i nstance, during the United

Agreement in 2017 (Su & Borah, 2019).

In this research, content analysis helps assesptbeace pl ebi scit ed
coverage between the announcement of this democratic mechanism and the 2016
el ections. The content analysis was <conduc
and the sampling entailed three main phases. First, | conductedarcarntent analysis
in El EspectadoandEl Tiempg the political website La Silla Vacia, and the political
investigative magazine Semata identify a preliminary sample of relevant media
coverage of the peace plebiscite between the announcement on August 24 and the
elections on October 2, 2016. | collected 1,132 news stories concerning the peace
plebiscite from these media outlets. | itided the news stories &l EspectadoandEl
Tiempowith LexisNexis Academic. At the same time, | manually searched for La Silla
Vacia and the magazine Semana news stories using filters for time (news stories
published from August 24 to October 2, 20b6hd t he keyword 6Pl ebi s
(Peace Plebiscite) (SégpendixTableA.1.Sample of 1,132 Plebiscite News Stories).

In the second phase of the sample selection, | conducted a preliminary

(quantitative) content analysis of these 1,132 plebisuit@s stories to explore the
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Agendasetting construction. This step was done by considering the most frequently
covered themes, the most frequently used words, and the information's positive and
negative tone. The preliminary analysis intended to idertéystibset of plebiscite news
stories that were as comparable as possible. The collection of storids| fEmpectador
andEl Tiempg as collected through LexisNexis, provided a reasonably comprehensive
and balanced representation of plebiscite informaBgncontrast, my manual collection
of news stories from La Silla Vacia and Semana websites provided less certainty and
comprehensiveness regarding the entire continuum of relevant plebiscite news coverage
and discoursé.

Finally, in the third phase, lavked exclusively with 588 plebiscite news stories
from these mainstream newspapers: 426 plebiscite news storieklfiespectadoand
162 news stories froidl Tiempofrom August 24 to October 2, 2016. | needed to ensure
a comparable and manageable corpd@isarticles regarding their similar technical
characteristics, such as type of media outlet, national circulation, and ownership features.
To ensure that the content analysis was thorough, | focused on a random subsample of
the 588 news stories. | specdily retained random subsets of 50% of the stories
published within each news source, leading to a total combined subsample of 301 news

stories: 217 fronkl Espectadoand 84 fronEl Tiempo

4 To this end, there was less certainty that thesedat t wo news sourcesb®d
repositories provided the full population of relevant articles, which contrast&ivith
EspectadoandEl Tiempoeach of which had comprehensive archives of relevant

stories on LexisNexis.
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El EspectadoandEl Tiempoare the most widely read nationall@mbian daily
newspapers. According to the Comscore report from September to October 2019, these
traditional national newspapers are also the top news websites in Colooabia (
Republica2019).El Tiempoi s t he newspaper with Col ombi a
with 9.2 million monthly readers, arél Espectadothas 5.9 million monthly readers
online (a Republica 2019). Media outlets are economic enterprises with financial,
political, and religious intests in their coverage and struggle with social media
competition.El Espectadorand El Tiempohave traditionally framed news stories as
reports, interviews, chronicles, analyses, and opinion columns. Since the 1990s, both
newspapers have been propertiesvo of the most potent Colombian corporate financial
groups: Santodomingo and Luis Carlos Sarmiento Angulo. They have had historical and
significant economic relationships with elite Colombian politicians.

El Espectadois considered the oldest newspajpeColombia. This newspaper
was highly recognized for its liberal and independent ideas about world politics, morality,
human rights, the national Constitution, and the law in the era of a conservative
government in Colombia (Acosta et al., 2017). Howeye i n t he 80s6é t he
suffered an economic decline and circulated once per week (Acosta et al., 2017). Since
1997, the Santodomingo group has been the major shareholder of the newspaper
company, and the newspaper restarted a daily circulation i@. 20@& history of El
Tiempo is similar. Eduardo Santos bought a portion of El Tiempo shares. This media
outlet became a journalist legacy across generations and property of president Juan

Manuel Santos6 family, t he Jlobmbanhlloeice pr oc ¢
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banker, Luis Carlos Sarmiento, bought a significant portion, 88%, of this printed
newspap e rLadSlla\sabig201&)sAltHough Santodomingo group and Sarmiento

have not participated directly in Colombian politics, they have site¢eke actively in

presidential elections of key actors of the peace process: the presidential campaign of
Uribe in 2002, his presidenti al reelecti or
2014 Semana2006;La Silla Vacia2014). Moreover, both powfer financial corporate

groups openly supported the peace process and a final peace agreement with the FARC

in 2016 Dinero, 2016).

1.1.1.1 Analysis
The content analysis was concentrated on two main categories: construction of
Agendasetting and framing dimensie of the plebiscite information, as the following

Tablel.1 shows

Table 1.1.Categories of the Content Analysis

Sample Categories Description
Construction of | Mostfrequent covered themes
AgendaSetting | Scope plebiscite news stories

Framing Affective Attributes
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Full set 301 Positive/Negative sentiments

News Stories Correlation Positive/Negative Sentiments
El Espectador Cognitive Attributes

andEl Tiempo Sources of information

online

In the content analysis, | followed three steps. First, | used the qualitative software
NVivo to organize the 301 news stories in 10 clusters for coherence. | classified the most
frequent themes across both media sources, which were essential in tadlbtheg me
to compare and recognize how each media source framed the plebiscite coverage. The 10
cluster themes were: political disputes against the peace agreement and the plebiscite;
plebiscite elections as a historic vote; effects of the peace agremmlguetace plebiscite;
the FARC seeks forgiveness for armed conflict; organization of the peace plebiscite;
Colombian voting intentions; economy effects after the plebiscite, transitional justice
system; freedom of speech; and debates on the dismissatnodrf attorney general
Alejandro Ordofiez (Se&ppendixTable A.2.Cluster Themes of the 301 Plebiscite News
stories).

Second, to explore the framing dimensions, | studied specific words to understand
this informationds s copPlustlldistioguighéd the b@0 sof t w
most frequently used words used across both printed media online using word clouds. To
analyze the positive or negative sentiment or tone implicit in the plebiscite news stories

written in Spanish, | needed a Spanish didny of positive and negative sentiments and
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guantitative software for measuring sentiment valence. | updated the specialized
dictionary ISOL (TIMM) in Spanish with the most frequent words found in the plebiscite
news storiegSeeAppendixA.1.1. ISOL Spemlized Dictionary and Table A.8. ISOL
Dictionary Examples of Positive and Negative Wordhis Spanishlanguage sentiment
dictionary has more than 2,509 positive words, such as competent (competent), liberado
(liberated), magnifico (magnificent), optirtag(optimist), etc., and 5,626 negative words
defined in its sentiment score dictionary such as borroso (blurred), condena (sentence),
denigrar (denigrate), egoismo (selfishness), interferir (interfere), etc.A@sEndix
A.1.1.ISOL Dictionary Examplef Positive and Negative Words). Then, | incorporated
the ISOL dictionary and four groups of key terms such as homosexualization, LGBTI,
family, gender perspective, among ot hers;
Chavismo, 86 FARC iempuniyty,angledmdjeermn dceirv i deol o
of my quantitative analysis of the plebiscite news stories with the software Linguistic
|l ngquiry and Word Count (LI WC). Third, Il m
negative att-@Gaviomotd BEBSGtrmpunity, gende
ideol ogy. 6 Thi s ex easédsere for each ofdhesd foar faker op o r
news topics for all articles in my corpus.

Finally, | manually analyzed the type of sources known as cognitivieuaéts in
the news stories. These sources can be persons, documents, or institutions that have
privileged information on a specific topic (Armentia & Caminos, 2009). According to
Pankov, Mihelj, and Bajt (2011), sources of information are powerful voiceshfping

opinions and determining the public agenda and can be classified as institutional, private,
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confidential, and specialized, corresponding with their specific knowledge of concrete
topics to correctly interpret the circumstances of events; fdanne, sociologists,
economists, psychologists, philosophers, etc. Moreover, these sources can- be non
institutional, such as spokesperson of information close to the governmentspéeifie
sources lack political and economic power, but they maintaiials@lations with elites

and get information from them, like politicians, political assistants, activists from non
governmental organizations, journalists, etc. Finally, any media outlet can use
documental sources and social media platforms, such abdekcelwitter, YouTube,

etc., where readers can find institutional information on the internet like official web

pages, public documents online,.etc

1.2 SemiStructured Interviews
To examine the second hypothesis of this research, | conducted 2gtserared

interviews. Kevin Dunn (2016) defines sesit r uct ur ed | ntteface i ews a
verbal interchange in which one person, the interviewer, attempts to elicit information or
expressions of opinion or bel i ef ehirom anc
structured interviews encouraged a more robust debate about how the campaign against
6gender ideologyd6 framed the Col ombian pl e
correlations, similarities, divergencies, transnational networks, meaninggpantbires

of collective actions against the accused

interviewsd findings also allowed me to e
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agai nst womenos rights and t h ewing SBdal | pop.

movement.

My background as a journalist in Colombia in the local newspaper La Patria and
the national newspaper El Tiempo in Manizales (Caldas) between 2007 and 2009 assisted
the organization, structure, and development of my -stmctured irgrviews.
Additionally, my former colleagues supported my search and helped me to update my
database of contacts for this research. In 2018, | conducted preliminary conversations in
Bogota with experts, professionals, and a pastor who was also an attitrestampaign
against o6gender ideology.

Using the content analysis findings, literature reviews, and academic publications
about the plebiscite and transnational movements, | identified the most prominent leaders
of news stories, plebiscite campaign events, and discussions. In total, | fodive:rzé
and influential primary sources composed of elite Figintg political senators, ministers,
Christian evangelical leaders from megachurches;gaptin der act i vi st s,
LGBTI organizations, and editors &l Espectadorand El Tiempo. All thee selected
interviewees were adults over 18 years old. Most importantly, they all take public stances

on these issues
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Table 1.2. Interviewed Leaders of the Peace Plebiscite National Debate

Affiliation Interviewee Description
Maria del Senator, rightving political party, Centro
The 06 N(Rosario Guerra| Democrético
Vote Juan Carlos Coordinator, ONoO vo
Campaign Vélez Democratico
Jhon Milton Pastor and senator, rigiving political party,
Rodriguez Colombia Justa Libre
Gina Parody Former Minister of Education
The 0Y¢Juan Fernando| Former Minister of Interior
Vote Cristo
Campaign Roy Barreras | Senator, Partido de la U
Armando Judge, Consejo Nacional Electoral (CNE)
Novoa
Diego Pastor, Iglesia La Vid (Ibagu€)
Rodriguez
Activists Anonymous Anti-gender activist
Campaign activist
against Catalina Director, nongovernmental organization, Amalo
0gende 1 Moscoso
i deol o(LilaPalaciode | Pastor and director, Red Internacional de Famil
Martinez Educacion

Edgar Patifio

Former President OBED private schools
(Asociacion de Colegios y Educadores Cristian

Christian de Colombia)
Evangelical | Edgar Castafo | Pastor and leader, Confederacion Evangélica d
Pastors Colombia (CEDECOL)
Héctor Pardo | Pastor of the megachurch, Tabernaculo de la F
Eduardo Cafias| Pastor of the megachurch, Manantial de Vida a
co-president, rightving political party Colombia
Justa Libres
Catholic Monsignor Former secretary, Episcopal Catholic Conferen
Church Pedro Mercado| in Bogota
Wilson Director, norgovernmental organization, Caribe
Castaiieda Afirmativo
Non- Marcela Director, norgovernmental organization,
governmental | Sanchez Colombia Diversa
organization | Fabian Coordinator of Media Research, ngavernmenta
leaders Hernandez organization Mision de Observacion Electoral
(MOE)
Beatriz Director, norgovernmental organization, Red
Quintero Nacional de Mujeres
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Olga Sanchez | Director, nongovernmental organization, Casa ¢
la Mujer

Journalists Marisol Gomez | Former editor, El Tiempo

Jhon Torres Editor, El Tiempo

Alfredo Molano | Editor, Political Sectiorfel Espectador
Jimeno

Then, | conducted these sestiuctured interviews Hperson in Bogotd,
Medellin, and Ibagué in Summer 2019, three of the main cities where the campaign
against O0gender ideologyd spread their off
leaders, paitipants, and antgender activists. These sestructured interviews followed
the regulations established by the Institutional Review Board (IRB) and the University of
Del awar e. Foll owing these intervieweeso s
introduction and initiated a conversation via email, WhatsApp, and phone calls. | sent a
formal recruitment letter, which explained why they were considered public and
recognized information sources within public opinion. Therefore, they talked about a
generalpublic theme such as gender ideology and plebiscite coverdfjeEispectador
andEl Tiempo | created a questionnaire in Spanish with a@mene semistructured
interview guide containing broad and flexible questions related to the relationship
bet ween 6égender ideologyd ideas and the pl
to face thes antigender and anppeace ideas in the electoral campaigns, and organization
of the O6Nobd6b vote campaign before election:

di sseminate the campaign against O0gender i
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for El EspectadoandE | T i eavgragedosthe plebiscite and their editorial position

regarding the elections.

1.2.1 Analysis
| conducted these interviews in Spanish and then analyzed them in NVivo 12 Plus

following four steps. First, | manually transcribedck of the interviews in Word. |
removed 138 words from these Spanish texts, such as filler words, nouns, conjunctions,
and prepositions in Spanish that were not meanirfgfuthe analysis (Se@ppendix
Table A.3.Stop Words in Spanijsh

Second, | sortethe semistructured interviews as cases in NVivo. Cases are the
people | interviewed in my research. | automatically coded my cases by speaker name.
Then, | created a project map to organize my analysis categories to explore and compare
my interviews. Thismap allows me to explore the connections of my data (NVivo 12,
2021a).

Third, visualizing the connections between my findings, | constructed a codebook
based on my categories of analysis Agesdat t i ng and 6éGender | deol
t he i ntresulty byecategory, topic, and themes nodes, in which | collected

references from my files about a specific idea from my interviews (NVivo 12, 2021b).
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Table 1.3.Codebook Ser®tructuredinterviews

Categories | Description | Themes Nodes

Affective The average tone in plebiscite news stories
Attributes Correlation s-Emavimemo so
Agenda impunity, gender diversity, and gender ideology
setting Cognitive Sources of information in plebiscite nestsries
Attributes
Traditional |[Tr adi ti onal medi a i n thg¢
Media il deol ogyo
Coverage Traditional media i n t hgé
UseofSocial Soci al media in the camj
Media Social mediain he O60Yesd and ONO
6 Ge n d ( Coalitions Catholic Church
| deol The opposition, private schools, and religious and +ig
ldeas wing coalitions
Context Education Manual Ministry of Education (MEN)
Gender Protests on August 10, 2016
Ideology Survey ECAS from the National Administrative
Campaign Department of Statistics (DANE)
Implications |6 Gender i deologyd ideas
0Gender 6 in the plebisci
Organization| Organizationand t r at egi es of th
campaigns
Reactions Government, womends, an

reactions to facing the
i deol ogyo

Fourth, | coded the responses from each interview to each of the 17 questions
from the questionnaire. Coding allowed me to gather references to specific questions and
topics (NVivo 12, 2021c). An example of this can be seen in Table 1.4 as it shows the

codng of the interview of Alfredo Molano, editor &l Espectadar
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Table 1.4. Matrix of an Interview Coded

B: Correlation
sentimentgCastro
ChavismodFARC

C: Sources of
information in

E: Traditional media

Interviewee| . . . in the Yes and No vot
impunity, gender plebiscite news o )
: : . plebiscite campaigns
diversity, and gender | stories
ideology
1: Alfredo | AM: Muchas cosas las| pero si tratamos d{ tratamos fue de hace
Molano, tratamos de hacer eso mucho, | un poco de pedagogiz:
editorEl contextualizar, porque | de hablar con del acuerdo de paz,
Espectador| e | ACast r o|expertos, creo que con laintencion de

verdad no existe como
una corriente politica,
es una invencion de
sectores de dicha que
han tratado de calificar
cualquier discurso que
sea progresista o de
izquierda, lo han
tratado de enmarcar
dentro de esogra
darme una connotaciol
negativa porque
naturalmente que la
situacion de Venezueld
mas exactamente
porque los
Colombianos ni
siguiera saben que pa
en Cuba, lo que tratabi;
de hacerse es, utilizar
tragedia venezolana
como un falso espejo
de lo que laba a pasar
a Colombia, y yo creo
gue en parte se habrar

hecho al gu

de cumplir una
funcion de verdad
de pedagogia del
acuerdo, yo no me
acuerdo
exactamente qué
fue lo que hicimos
pero si me acuerd
de que la linea
siempre fue la de
explicar los
acuerdos.

gue la gente pudiera
tomar una decision
con la mayor cantidad
posible de elementos
gue se derivam del
acuerdo de paz, del
significado que tenian
de las rectificaciones
gue tendrian y yo diriz
eso, como que el rol
de verdad fue el de
hacer pedagogia del
acuerdo de paz,
tratamos en lo mas
posible de hacer eso.
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To make sense of my data, | ran a cluster analysis, searching for the most frequent
words in the interviews, such as O6What sApp
The interviews searched were that of riglihg politicians, Christian evangelicadders,
the Catholic Church, and asgender activists to explore their interpretations, meanings,
and narratives around their political goals (3@@endixTable A.2.Cluster Themes of
301 News Stories;igure A.2. Most Frequent Words 100 Words Associatéedt h 6 Gend e r
| deol ogy 6 A&8.Mde Frequgnt Werds Associated with Agersatting.

Finally, | designed a framework matrix that summarizes the complete interviews coded,

which hel ped me revise, compare, and concl

1.3 Archival Creation
During my visit to Colombia in 2019, | manually collected and organized a set of

archives that | found during my interviews
campaign and activists of the campa@mig ai nst O6gender taMhglol ogy . G
and Wilson (2020), an archive is a methodological opportunity to understand the
Afgeographical centerso of the social worl d
share knowledge. Archives al sonddecreasedi but ed
the biases from any single method (Hales, 2010). These documents enhanced and
clarified my research results. As the following Table 1.5 shows, | collected documents

and digital archives as primary sources from activists of the campaign aganstn d e r
ideology and senator Maria del Rosario Guerra, from thewgtg political party Centro

Democr 8tico and supporter of the 6Nobd vot e
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Christine Borgman, Andrea Scharnhorst, and Milena Golshan (2019) explain that

digital data archives pwide knowledge infrastructures as entities that facilitate data flow

between parties, often over long periods. These digital archives have diverse missions

and provide immediate access to replicate data sets fotdamgpreservation (Borgman

et al., 2019 In this research, | digitally collected PowerPoint presentations, a

guestionnaire

Teenagers From

from the survey HfABehaviors

School so (Encuesta de

Compot

Nifios, y AdolescestEscolarizados, ECAS), and handwritten notes. These archives were

organized and analyzeahanually (SeeAppendix B. Materials about the Education

Manual in the Plebiscije

Table 1.5. Archives Associated witlisendel d e o lideag y 6

Source ofinformation

Archive Description

DANE (National
Administrative Department of
Statistics)

PowerPoint presentation for revision of the
education manual

Mi ni stry of Education
principals about the education manual

Educat i oAmbierdes Hsaolarddbres de
Di scriminaci  -nbo

ECAS Survey questionnaire Comportamiento
Actitudes sobre Sexualidad 2016

A press statement about ECAS suspension in
2016
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Red Internacional por la
Familia y la Educacion
(International Network for
Family and Education, RIFE)

Letter from CEDECOL requesting a meeting wi
President Santos against the final peace
agreement.

RIFE PowerPoint presentation against gender
ideology

RIFE statement to protest against abortion in
Bogota, in February 2019

Pastor Diego Rodriguez

An official statement from Pastor Diego
Rodriguez to participate in the protests against
6gender ideologyd6 ide

SenatoMaria del Rosario
Guerra (Centro Democratico)

PowerPoint presentation against the peace
plebiscite at the Congress

Theoretical analysis inclusion of the gender
perspective in the Colombian peace agreemen
(comparative table)

Definitions ofgender ideology from the Catholid
website Catholic.Net

CNE

National Electoral Council (Conseiacional
Electoral, CNE) Resolution 1733 with rules and
standards for the 2016 peace plebiscite electio

My archives provided additional contextual information about the role of the

campaign against 6gend e rbeforatee@leciogsytie builth t h e
up of this campaign, communication strategies, the official rules for the dissemination of
information through the media, and over al

as a blind spot for social actors in theietry. These documents were a significant source

in my research, facilitating the triangulation of the collected information in the semi

structured interviews and the content analysis in the plebiscite news stories.
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1.3.1 Analysis
To analyze my findings from écontent analysis, the set of sestructured

interviews, and the archival creation, | followed three steps. First, | examined each of my
source results and sorted them by the research categories of analyses. Using NVivo 12
Plus, | explored the content aysis data and my serstructured interview findings
separately. Simultaneously, | also sorted the physical and digital archives collected from
Senator Mar 2a del Ro s ar-wing p@itical mparty, &sentroo f f i c e
Democratico, and activistsr om t he campaign against O6gend
by categories of analysis. Then, | wrote notes and summarized my findings by each source
type (the content analysis, the sestructured interviews, and the archival creation).
Second, | conducteda@mparative analysis of the data collected from the three sources
to identify differences, similarities, discrepancies, and commonalities. | wrote notes of
these connections between my three sources
category.

Moreover, | designed comparison diagrams in NVivo 12 Plus to interpret the
connection between these ideas from the three different sq@®esppendixFigures
A.4., A5, and A.6., related to comparison diagrashgleas and meanings about the
campaign against 0 gintervdewaey Next,el sumongrigedl and e t we e 1
interpreted these findings from the three sources to solve my research quéstians.
result, this analysis provided me with insights to approach my research problem from
different perspectives, including the voices of the major actors of the plebiscite debate,

the plebiscite news stories, aedl ady. @ ampa
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Chapter 2
LITERATURE REVIEW

In political processes, the media is a major player that cafimedhe role and
experiences of women and minorities, such as the LGBTI population, during the
construction of peace. The media can represent and interpret national political procedures
and the collective action of elite actors, institutions, and campadltat may protect or
contest the inclusion of minorities, diversity, and equality. This chapter explores the
trajectories and central debates around t h
proposing political thoughts for peace. During the ttgu@ent of campaigns against
6gender ideol ogy, 6 the medi a i s a power f
disseminating disinformation against gender. Media outlets have reported that the Latin
American campaigns agai ns tgenie emmovenents wittd e ol o g
traditional and digital contentious action, networks, frames, and meanings meant to
reproduce and permeate political contestations and peace deuneskamng processes in
Latin America. Therefore, t deer me dieao| agg o c
contentious toward peacebuilding, gender equality, and social justice complexities for
sustainable development.

Since the 90s, Latin American media outlets reported how elite politicians,
religious groups, priife organizations, teach&r and parents protest against gender

equality and gender studies. 0Gender ideol
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response to the recognition of sexual and
system and the 1995 Beijing Conference Women (Case, 2019; Corneyalle &
Pichardo, 2017; Fassim, 2011; Patternote & Kuhar, 2018; Viveros Vigoya, 2017). Since
the Vaticands response, 6gender ideol ogyo
societies that def sidentitesbasdddmr calturdl £onsrucibnst e e n a
rather than biological perspectives. These
the family as the primary unit to be defended to maintain heterosexuality and moral
values.

Anti-gender movements orgamizhese campaigns for specific clamaking
against gender equality through public performances, marches, demonstrations, meetings,
and lobbying. Antigender activists are interested in challenging existing conditions of
political systems, polarized publapinion, and identify political opportunities for elite
actors to achieve their goals for social change. They construct unified narratives that
provoke emotions with framings and meanings of gender. These campaigns against
6gender i deol sglabdic basket thdat cam e radjusted toathe contextual
conditions of gender scholars and womends
power (Corr°a et al , 2018). O0Gender ideol
block socialand legal e f or ms t hat affect the LGBTI pop
representation (Garbagnol i, 2016) . Mor eovV e
abortion, sexual orientation, gender identities, diversity, and comprehensive sex

education
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Influential public figures with access to elite networks, the media, official
institutions, and cultural Sspaces i mpact t
In Latin American campaigns, the key actors of this-getider collective action are right
and leftwing leaders, Christian evangelical and Catholic representatives, and secular
actor s. The campaign against o6gender ideol
actors to strengthen their national and transnational networks to operate against
alternative notia s of collective i1identities across
strategies include forms of political homophobia across campaigns to delegitimize rights,
gender policies, and contest minoritieso
politics.

Toa hi eve their goal s, these campaigns
hybrid communication networks (Lim, 2018) between offline manifestations in schools,
streets, and churches, with repertoires online on WhatsApp, Facebook, and Twitter
against women andGBTI rights (Corréa et al., 2018). In Paraguay, Brazil, Ecuador,

Peru, and Argentina, angender activists organized and mobilized widespread protests
such as #CMHNTM (Do not mess with my children, Con mis hijos no te metas) to prevent
the inclusion otomprehensive sex education in the education system. The printed media
also reported performances of these transnational campaigns in Uruguay, Colombia, and
Costa Rica, where the campaigns supported life and family and disseminated information
against fermism.

Consequently, the campaign against 06gen

that takes advantage of inequalities and h
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form a collective identity against women and minorities. Beyond the news stbitiese
campaignsd performances, the media is a po
role in disputing the antyender collective action, frames, and networks of these

transnati onal movements that prevent peace

2.1 Media and Peace
The media coverage has the ability to suggest a dominant order of reality and

represents tensions in political processes with specific, powerful actors, such as
politicians, religious leaders, and secular actors. The media outlets alsthéalslity

to generate a plurality of understandings and enable individuals to reinterpret their
experiences, conceptions of society, and human nature in their dominant cultures (Curran

& Gurevitch, 1996). The medi aséssandinemsare act i o
symbiotic in nature. Journalism functions not just as an extension of political power but

also as a potentially disruptive influence on that power (Hall, 1978, as cited in Spencer,
2015). Consequently, media sources contribute to policg@ us si on and r esol
only in so far as they set public agendas or provide platforms for politicians to make their

views known to the public but also in judging and critiquing the variety of political
viewpoints in cir c uitedirt Spenceg 20(5MclR)ai r, 1995,

In contentious politics, media outlets play an important role. First, the media can
operate as an intermediary between politicians and the audience. Second, the technical
news storiesdé product i particulatron, onbbiizaton, and | i t i C e
conflict management (Blumler & Gurevitch, 1995, as cited in Spencer, 2015). Therefore,
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news coverage reflects how media content can provide cues for constructing meanings,
political event s, -makmgbrocssesd¢mtimnin201st,0Noltsfeld,i s i o n
2004) . However, the media are recognized f
but a poor one for bringing peaceo (Wol f:
considered public issues and peacebuilding camgioroyears, and peace negotiations

can occur behind closed doors (Wolfsfeld, 2004).

This mediads role in peace processes 0Ad
media position or stance to a particular issue and the involvement of global actors in a
conflicto (Saleem & Ahmad Hanan, 2014, p.
essenti al to recognize the mediabs I mpact
significant role in defining the political atmosphere in which the process takes place; 2)
substantial influence on the nature of the debate about a peace process; 3) impact on
antagonistsod6 strategy and behavior; 4) abi
legitimacy of antagonists involved in the process and their positions. Althoedia
outlets can stoke conflict, they also have the opportunity to emphasize the benefits that
peace can bring by documenting the rise of
working for peace and transforming the ene

The mediadbs representation of conflicts
6badé actors suggest t hat a cestablesim shared e x p 0 ¢
conventions, and supply the illusion of being part of a struggle for change (Lowenstein
Barkai, 2020). These binary narratives of conflicts or political issues are significant for

political i nterventions, policies, and for
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almost automatic access to the news media as legitimate sources, whier wea

antagonists must prove their newsworthines

2018, p. 109). Therefore, more powerful actors are more likely to be covered as

legitimate, while their less powerful opponents are more likely to be portragetiasts

(Wolfsfeld, 2018, p. 109). The media is a major player that shapes the representation of

the conflict and peace negotiationsd real.
The media enjoys a unique position among crucial players of peace negotiations

based on six main features: 1¢dma is a source of information for all key players and the

world outside; 2) the media can create channels for communication if these are absent; 3)

any of the key players can manipulate media to achieve their objectivesdi as a

watchdog may maka stakeholder accountable by criticizing and creating awareness; 5)

media can act as a central pillar in the dynamics of the conflict resolution process, and

any player can refer toward it, and 6) media can escalateesoddate conflict (Saleem

& Hanan, 2014). The media can be an escalation agent that initiates tensions and

sensationalizes events and false propaganda against opponents. On the other hand, a de

escalation agent that pursues conflicting parties, governments, and communities to

resovecaf | i cts and shape public opinion (Sal ec

can also work as a Omirrord in a conflict

people without taking any positiono (Sal ee
Indeed, peace ancbnflict are likely to grow with increasing media coverage

(Haider, 2016; Wolfsfeld, 2004). This strong relationship between the quantity of media

coverage given to an issue and the -publ i ci
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supporting beliefsansler ve practically to increase con
action. For instance, emphasizing the benefits of peace, raising the legitimacy of groups
or leaders working for peace, and transforming images of the enemy, mass media can also
playacat r al rol e i n pr omBarkai,n220, p.e482¢. AlthoughL o we n s
media can emphasize strategies that promote peace, information about adverse
devel opment s can capture audiencesd atten
outcomes (Sheafer & DviBvirsman, 2010). In summary, media provides information to
explicitly or implicitly intervenenp e opl eb6s atti tudes. There i
journalism intoa tool for reconciliation or adverse reactions towards forgiveness and
actors 6 conflicts (LopezLdpez et al., 2016).

Political processes such as the ideal to achieve peace involve a democratic
challenge for the negotiated parties and society of armed conflict. All peace talks and
deals are different depending on their own cultupalitical, religious, and historical
contexts (Loizides, 2016). Peace negotiations are impactful in any society because this
process does more than a shift from war to peace (Hudson, 2010). Peacebuilding
represents the transformation of intergroup irtiéoas, forms of government, forms of
economy, and a national constitution. Moreover, peace negotiations can establish a
transitional government in the short term and executive authority in the long term,
strengthen legislature, promote local governanak teansparency, and also develop
measures to combat corruption and participation in the form of elections, political parties,

civil society, and media (Anderlini, 2007).
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These negotiations imply substantive political commitments to provide social
transfomations during and after the sustainable peace processes. Peacebuilding can
depol arize society and individuals (Jeste
humanized others, meaning (actors, victims, and survivors) establishing contact with the
appoined enemy, engaging in positive, helping, cooperative relations. Thus,
peacebuilding moves people not only into new actions, but also new speech and new
t houghtso (Galtung, 2007, p . 29) . This fre
include a debate abbuhe complexities of gender equality and social justice for
sustainable development (Porter, 2007). Gender informs how actors and survivors of the
conflict can access power during conflict and peacebuilding processes because women,
men, minorities, and ddren suffer the effects of war differently through traumas, loss,
pain, and radical political insecurity (Porter, 200pwever, peace practices still reflect
the absence of marginalized groups that should be taken into account froman
intersectional pepective, considering that people can be members of more than one
identity group (Jester et al ., 2018) . Il n &
international organizations, and ngaovernmental organizations with their political
ideology canshape definitions and interpretations of gender in peace dialogues and
establish initiatives for peacebuilding. Under these circumstances, media sources carry
the fundamental work of representing and interpreting national political debates for
sociopoliical campaigns protecting or contesting human rights, diversity, or equality. In
the last decade, the mainstream media outlets have reported on heyenaleti

movements develop and expand the campaign &
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actors, istitutions, and transnational networks in Latin America. These campaigns are
mainly focused on chasing political opportunities that provide-garider activists

reasons against authorities

2.2 A Political Opportunity
Since the 90s, Latin American mainstream media outlets have reported how elite

politicians, religious groups, pide organizations, teachers, and parents protest against
gender equality and gender studi esdeas.hat t h
6Gender ideol ogyd has been analyzed as a

political and cultural horizons in each country (Korolczuk, 2015; Viveros Vigoya &

Rodr 2 guez, 2017) , and a Owar on gender 6 (
@genderization, 6 6gender ideology, 6 or the
associ at egde nwdietrh céaamimmptaii gns 6 in which their a

ideol ogyodo (Corr°a, Patternote & rgeldidr , 201
as cited in Freire & Ferreira, 2020) . 6Ge
activism with a relationship between religious discourse, protests, and campaigns against
social, sexual, and reproductive rights in a conservative agendee (&reerreira, 2020).

These campaigns promote mobilizations on |
expanded to other diverse fields of gender and sexuality, such as politics, to discredit
politiciansd reputati on aniohinpschboist(Miverasl proc
Vigoya & Rodriguez, 2017). Antgender movements oppose what they consider the

di ssemination of o6gender ideologydo ideas.

48



the streets, the political battle in Congress, judicial claamd,widespread discussion in
the mediao (Rousseau, 2020, -ggnder nb&inents The ¢
revolves around a shared cause (George & Leidner, 2019) at their base with protests,
rebellions, riots, strikes, etc. This action becomes otioiegs when ordinary people
confront opponents, elites, or authorities (Tarrow, 2011a).

According to Dough McAdams, Sidney Tarrow, and Charles Tilly (2004), social
movements combine sustained campaigns of emaaking; public performances,
including maches, demonstrations, creation of specialized associations, public meetings,
statements, petitions, and lobbying; and repeated public displays of unity, numbers, and
commitment by wearing specific colors, marching in disciplined ranks, displaying signs,
etc. (McAdams et al., 2004). Artjender activists act in the name of any social movement
considering new or 6unaccepteddé clai ms and
others or authorities (Tarrow, 2011a). The collective action implicit in thesgemder
narratives and protests against 6gender i cC
diversity goes beyond an interest for public representation or religious defense, and fights
for the exercise of power and legitimacy for its actions (Freifeegeira, 2020). This
collective action is the basis of the transnationalgatider movement, and their activists
demonstrate their c¢claims through campaigns

The interest of governments to debate or include gender equalityovienp
education projects for comprehensive sexuality education, and gender perspective in their
public policies creates a political opportunity for aggnder movement supporters,

coalitions of elite politicians, religious groups, gife activists, and pinion leaders for
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shaping a campaign against 6gender -ideol oc¢
gender activists stimulates a countermobilization against the prominent recognition and
inclusion of gender in politics. Like any political opportunitgtin American campaigns

chall enge the political systembs existing
and create an opportunity for others to achieve what they assume as a social change (Lim,
2018). In the armgender movement, elite politasis and religious leaders, like in any

social movement, bring people together around cultural ideas and construct social
networks and solid interactions for contention (Tarrow, 2011a).

Some scholars (Corréa, 2018, as cited in Patternote & Kuhar, 2018) taegu
6gender ideol ogyd actually started earl i er
significant amount of research has been conducted about this issue (Kdévats, 2015,
Patternote & Kuhar, 2018). However, mass demonstrations against gender appeared in
the last years (Corréa, 2017; Miskol201&; Viveros Vigoya & Rodriguez Rendon,

2017) . Overall, 6gender i deol ogyo stat eme
implemented by different groups to block social and legal reforms that affect LGBTI
communites (Garbagnoli, 2016). Some of these groups are religious and propose the
restoration of social order centered on the traditional values surrounding family, women,

and sexuality, which is a narrative that activates the mass rejection of women and LGBTI

rights and public policy aimed at supporting them.

6Gender ideol ogyo i deas h a v ereligholiss o bee
transnational movement to recover the Cat

secondary school (ArguedabsofRp®™m2naryratkioeees .
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Catholic circles in the mid990s as a response to the recognition of sexual and
reproductive rights in the United Nations rights system at the 1994 UN Conference on
Population and Development in Cairo and the 1995 Beijing&2ente on Women (Case,

2019; Cornejevalle & Pichardo, 2017; Fassim, 2011; Patternote & Kuhar, 2018; Viveros
Vigoya, 2017) . The Vatican promoted O0gende
delegitimize feminist and LGBTI studies and their struggleseneaffirming that sexual

norms transcend historical and political arrangements (Garbagnoli, 2016). Therefore, the

notion of 6gender i1ideologydéd was a signific
counterstrategy.
At the beginning of 1998,thetar 6 gender i deol ogy6 was di

written by the Peruvian bishop ¢€scar Al z a
G®nero: Sus peligros y alcanced (Gender | d
CornejeValle & Pichardo, 2017, as citad Rousseau, 2020). Other scholars consider

the article 6What does gender mean?6 writt
to the Vatican, published in Costa Rica in 2001, as a piece in Spanish often quoted by
opponents to 0ges\Vgoya, 2018)eLatér,ang?204, POp¥ JohndPaubd

Il declared that HAspecific ideologies driv
t he womands dignity and mission on gender.
family publ i s heglousdnd DebatableTierens negardidgridmily Life

and Ethical Questions, 6 a compendium of ar

and |ifeo (Corredor, 2019, p. 616).
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Three popesPius Xll, John Paul Il, and Ratzinger (before becoming Benedict
XVl) were engaged in these theological el aboc
central to the doctrinal reviews (Corredor, 2019). Since 2013, Pope Francis has
continuously wused decol oni al positionalit\
i deol ogdng im the Bnecyclical Letter Amoris Laetitia  (Corréa, 2016). Pope
Francis prefers the expression oO0ideol ogic
ideol ogyd in several Vatican documents (Pa
including governmaets, donors, multinational or supranational organizations, and non
governmental organizations from the United States and the European Union. Pope
Francis combines warm receptivity to indiyv
rightso (8 se, 2019, p. 6

This politicatreligious antigender movement in Latin American has strategically
shaped a repertoire of coll ective action
repertoire of coll ecti ve areldted molsad aetiorssr s t o
such as, but not limited to, public meetings, pamphleteering, vigils, rallies,
demonstrations,sitns, petition drives, boycotts, anc
2018, p. 113). A social movement engages effective social networksratdtames,
meanings, and recognized opponents for confrontational forms of action. Therefore, the
di ssemination of the Latin American campai
coordinated collective effort, which unveils trust and cooperation apamigipants that
share understandings and identities (McAdams et al., 2004). The construction of

contention is based on collective action frames. Framing is associated with the
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Ageneralization of a grievance @stdctukeef i nes
of conflict and allianceso (Tarrow, 2011a
simplifies the world by encoding situations, events, experiences, and actions in a specific
environment or context (Tarrow, 2011b).

Beyond texts, frames imwe constructing a collective identity and costumes in
the public arena, delimiting boundari es, a
supporters. Thean e nder movement and the campaigns
collective identities thatlefine who they are and their borders (Tarrow, 2011a). These
identities are the key to frame and legitimize actions based ooganthn der act i vi
cul tur e, val ues, and goal slienatdthee a mpaipagmn @ 6
ideals, even whenthdyave a different o6readingd of ev:q
(Tarrow, 2011b). With a defined provisional homogeneity in their identity and frames,
these campaigns propose meanings for open
achieving the alignmerof followers within the movement proposals, and taking action
(Tarrow, 2011b).

For these campaigns, the construction of meanings through emotions is one of

their key components, which can escalate transnationally. According to Taylor (1995, as

ctedinTarrow, 2011b), Afemotions are the site
ideas, structur al I n e q tg@nber actyists sacralize speacifici v i d u e
i deol ogies and mobilize meani ngsmemers t he t
to create or transform actorsd identities
et al ., 2004) . I n addition to the distrib
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movements are also recogni zed f 200llb)dchateat i ng
may help followers justify their acts. Th
ideol ogyd has attracted the mediabds and p
anxiety surrounding the incl usi onltcsf wome:l
homosexualization, and the idea that fundamental rights may be threatened (Freire &
Ferreira 2020; Corréa et al., 2018; Miskolci, 281Batternote & Kuhar, 2018; Serrano,
2017).

The campaign against O0gendermenhotennd ogy o6 I
different countries question the universal human rights framework of politics based on
their cultural exceptionalism (Peto et al., 2015). Elizabeth Corredor (2019) explains that
6gender ideologyd statementchimacncaningtheet or i ¢
hierarchical construction of the raced, gendered, and heterosexual order; essentialize and
delegitimize feminist and queer theories of gender, frustrate global and local gender
mainstreaming efforts, and reaffirm heteropatriarchakeptions of sex, gender, and
sexuality. Antigender activists frame and spread these specific discanrdesr local,

national, and transnational networks.

2.2.1 Transnational Frames and Networks
Anti-gender activists i n campshargunfiedagai ns

meani ngs, narratives, and emotions within
basic basket that can be easily adjusted to each context condition and is a component of

a totalitarian plan made by radical feminists, LGBTI rights agtsyiand gender scholars
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to invade political power (Corr°a et al

.
I’

facilitates cooperation between actors des

cited in Corréa et al.,, 2018, p.5), presenting eanpty and adaptable signifier
encompassing a broad range of demands such as the right to abortion, sexual orientation,
gender identity, education in gender and sexuality, HIV prevention, and sex work (Corréa
et al., 2018).

This collective action varies amgst countries concerning cultural contexts,
networks, resources, and mobilization tools, depending on specific regimes, political
actors, and political opportunity structures (McAdams et al., 2004). Context matters to
understand antjender ideology mafastations because of policy implications within
specific national contexts that circulate transnationally (Corredor, 2019; Corréa, 2016).
The effects of these campaigns are different in geographical and cultural areas where
gender and feminist movemen®ve a strong history of consolidation, rather than places

that barely participate in this political and academic discussion (Serrano, 2017). For

instance, the first campaign against &égend

followed in 2013, but ati-gender movements have been active in other countries since
2014 (Corréa et al., 2018) that are predominantly Catholic states facing progressive

developments to women and LGBTI rights in Lafimerica and EuropeAnt i | a &

R a d g2020). These mobilizatons agai nst 0O gotpredentrthe sache ol o gy

intensity, although they happened everywhere in the Catholic world due to the current
position of the Church and the Churchos

2018).
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The antigende movement sé cooperation i s base:q
central organizational forms and core organizations that enable identity expression and
navigate complex and changing political landscapes (Castells, 2000, as cited in Bennett
& Segerber, 20120 Tr adi t i on al 6-to-faee graups, dodal netwaks, faredc e
connective structures to interests, production of collective action frames, and supportive
identities that sustain contention against opponents (Tarrow, 2011a). In these networks,
movemenm entrepreneurs have a prominent role in stimulating mobilization consensus.
They are | eaders who ficreate a soci al mo v
solidarity and identityo (Tarrow, 201la, p
have visble and recognized leaders from politics, religion, and-gmrernmental
organizations that frame action and intersect their goals, aspirations, beliefs, and values
with the target populationés inherited cul
access to creating robust networks, control the government, participate in the media,
official institutions, and cultural rituals.

The campaigns against O0gender ideologyé6
Catholics and the emergent voices of Evargddi due to the increased role of dogmatic
Evangelism, which has grown since 2016 in Brazil and Colombia (Corréa, 2016). The
Catholic Church has developed ag¢inder discourses and agénder formations around
antrabortion structures. Evangelical grodpsm the United States have an influential
role in international missions and training workshops for pastors and send funds
(Corrales, 2020), suggesting the formation of transnational evangelical activism (Bosia

& Weiss, 2013, p. 4). Catholic, Christiamamgelical, and Adventists created alliances
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with whom they agree with in their need t
massive protests, postpone the protection of the LGBTI population, modify the term
6gender & t o Owo me n 6paiaPrevenry Er@dicgrarViolenaiadent e gr
Género contra las Mujeres (Comprehensive Organic Law to prevent and eradicate gender
violence against women), and the language and curriculum of new masculinities and
women in their diversity (Case, 2019).

Nevertteless, antgender movements arntieir campaigns are not exclusively
religious and have secular actors with profiles that differ across countriesyekuatéer
activists hire consulting firms inside and outside the country and recruit teenagers through
scholarships to shape their communication strategies (Viteri & Marmol, 2020). In Brazil,
secul ar actors fAinclude pol Frightactors oesterpl ay i n
liberals articulating antstate arguments alongside agginder arguments, ndté-class
activists longing for social order and transnationally connected Jewishwiigint
activists (Corr°ca et al ., 2018, p . 4) . Ce
political-cultural alliance of Catholic neimtegralisn® and neoPentecostal

fundamentalisfhto fight theories and activisms that refute the understanding of gender,

5> Resurgence of a social movement &dko the Catholic religion groups of Spain,
which claimed the central place of Catholic traditions in community of faith practices,
institutional and social life (Arguedas Ramirez, 2020).

6 According to Javier Corrales (2020), it is difficultfiod a perfect definition of
Evangelicals and Pentecostals versus mainline protestants. In Latin America, people use
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sexuality, and reproduction from the Catholic doctrine as part of the ultraconservative
rhetoric (Corrales, 2020).

I n Latin Amer i c aebate§ gre sharedrby right and-leiogg y 6
groups and political parties and religious groups against gender equality (Dubslaff, 2015;
Kovats, 2015b). For instance, lefing former president Rafael Correa from Ecuador
was one of the fiidresotl otgg 6ati tha c2k0 18g emhdeenr h e
instrument aimed atestroyingthe family in one of his weekly TV programbhe left
wing Mexican president Andrés Manuel Lépez Obrador won the general elections with
the support of a political coalitionwolving the Evangelical party Encuentro Social that
opposes the inclusion of &édgender ideol ogyo
cases evidence the competition of the-getider movement with campaigns against the
media and authorities. Betwe2@15 and 2016, Chile had an intense-getider ideology
campaign against what activists assumed wa
in the school system. During her leftng presidential period, Michelle Bachelet
proposed a law provision to ik down the prohibition of abortion established during the

Pinochet era (Barrientos Delgado, 2020; Corréa, 2016). The problem is that these

A

the term 6Evangelical 6 and/ or O&6Pentecost al
Pentecostals are Christians take very literalmmepof selective passages in the Bible,

conversions and mi s s i-lmepostuye onissuekgf seauality t a k e
and family affairso (Corrales, 2020, p. 21

58



manifestations againstwhatagte nder acti vists called the i,

are forms of politicaBh o mophobi a to contest minoritieso

2.2.2 Homophobia as a Political Force

The hatred and hostility manifestations
are formsof 6 pol i ti cal homophobiad in gl obal pol
Asexual ity as an object to be governed wh

(through knowledge, norms, and institutions, and subjectivities) as itself a procedure or

modus ope andi of governanceo (Blasius, 2013,
power f ul political 6forceb6 to delegitimiz
authoritiesdo threats to discipline individ

Weis, 2013).Comequent | vy, political homophobia is
and transnational phenomenon powerful enough to structure the experiences of sexual
mi norities and expressions of sexwualityo (
the antigende movement and its massive campaigns unveil the globalization of
homophobia, activating people and perpetuating frames about gender and sexuality.
Political homophobia deconstructs identity construction and becomes a modular part of
the process of state @mational sekdefinition and legitimation (Bosia & Weiss, 2013).
Elites are interested in creating a tempor
collective identity, political traditions, and practices among thesegantier movements.

While antigender activists tend to avoid acknowledging any frame of their

mobilization as being founded on homophobic actions (Weiss, 2013), homophobia is used
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with transnational political purposes, even when this pattern does not reflect local or
national sexal minorities and their cultural dynamics of socialization (Bosia & Weiss,

2013). State actors participate in these transnational networks with their political
frameworks to debate the positionality of
collective icentity, static religious values, and traditional attitudes about sexuality, as a
product of transnational influences, alliances, and colonialism legacy (Bosia & Weiss,

2013). Their goal is to contest diverse and alternative notions of collective national
identities and mobilize and empower actors around what they frame as contentious issues.

The problem with these politically charged homophobic actions is that their leadership
enforces a dogmatic heteronor mati gorigsy t o f
of gender and sexwuality, as a natural part
& Weiss, 2013, p. 3). Therefore, political homophobia is a powerful strategy beyond
partisan perspectives because eGometaraase x ual i
of dispute for broader struggles concerning national sovereignty, westernization, and

cul tur al modernityo (Bosia & Weiss, 2013, |
Ai ncites a Western sexual b i xua minarited, o r e a c
targeting sexuality with politics of exclusion and violent intolerance (Bosia & Weiss,

2013) beyond traditional, temporal, and spatial borders.

2.2.3 A Hybrid Offline/Online Movement
An example of how spatial borders have been expanded igsitsenantigender

movement 6s ability to grow its narratives,
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wor |l d. ) . I n these campaigns, fgender i de
strategic use of mass and social media to attract popular supptreir cause by
spreading fear and a®na)i @mmunicaiioM preckssek are |, 20
essenti al components i n campaigns against
political or religious affiliations, who share a common ground tiaborate against
womends and LGBTI rights (Corr°a et al ., 2
connecting their supporters, activists, and organizations beyond physical borders. Hence,
social media plays a meaningful role as platforms in the gawraiion against sexual and
reproductive rights as 8b@ll)mihe carhpaigns aganstd e 0  (
6gender ideology6 use soci al media net wor k
that allow individual access and transform politicalcdissions into moral issues, trans
ferring forms of behavioral surveillance, etc. (Miskolci, 20)1

In Latin America, gender mobilizations have escalated from a local to a national
and regional scale through local debates on laws and legal policiesesbswadth gender
violence, abortion, marriage, adoption by the same sex, etc. (Martinez, 2018). There is a
digital movement building with entrance in
2016). In the digital sphere, individuals and organizaticas meet, including their
differentials of initiative, power, values, and interests (Martinez, 2018). Cyberactivism
unites the online and offline worlds and representation and direct participation of
individuals and groups (Sorj, 2016). Latin Americancampg ns agai nst oO0gend:
are skilled in using social media networks as powerful, fast, and cheap international

instruments to produce and effectively disseminate messages (Corréa, 2018).
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According to Tarrow (2011Db)ead updatedi a l me
information of contentious politics have even changed physical or traditional
performancesdé effectiveness of protests, pl
Online communication within movement networks can allow distant mobdizati offer
repressive regimes to suppress protests closing internet access (Tarrow, 2011b). Although
a small er number of digital activists <car
efficiencies of technol ogyo (e@Genbhuilgliegis& Lei d
also an opportunity for marginalized communities that lacked a voice in the public
opinion and national political debates in comparison to traditional activism. Although
marginalized communities may benefit from having access to a piatitiere they are
allowed to have a voice, these digital movements are also opened to individuals with
opposing causes, such as the campaign agai
protect these women, minorities, or human rights.

This digital moe ment creates a 6émor al pl atfor moé
polarize feminist and LGBTI movements, religious actors, and supporters (Miskolci,

2018). Like in the traditional social movements, emotions provide a meaning for
participants to organize themiges. These digital movements create an emotional
connection to an issue that transforms individuals into activists. Their participation and
emotions connect to others who share not necessarily the same goals but their ideas or
feelings across time (Ge@d Leidner, 2019; Selander & Jarvenpaa, 2016). However,

it is essential to consider that dAadigital |

of the protestso (Lim, 2018, p . 103) . Di g
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about theirpbi t i cal , economi c, or soci al cont ext
produce virtual networks with diverse communities united by persuasive reasons or ideas
that bridge them with others that may feel similarly about a common problem. Digital
interactons like texts, tweets, social networks, sharing or posting YouTube videos
involve personalization and digital connections (Bennet & Segerber, 2012). The
campaigns against O0gender ideology6 circul
most atteribn and the highest number of followers. These messages are sensationalistic
and based on common sense while connecting and creating conservative activist
networks, in which the main actors and leaders belong to-wiggt political interest
groups (Miskoti, 2018).

The goal of these authoritiesd networKks
in social media platforms are to defend their values.-g@tider activists achieve their
objectives with digital action repertoires in which supporters engagemaygple issues
across organizational boundaries (Bennet & Segerber, 2012). Internet platforms offer the
construction of a temporal or permanent collective identity to create connectedness and a
relation of trust among social actors in any movement. flieg to Gerbaudo and Treré
(2015, p. 866, as cited in Barbosa & Mil §i
the key site where protest identities are
digital movements have social platforms withdive e opt i ons such as 61
6voicingé with impersonal engagement and
Astructured in a way that does not favor

simplification and polarization are predomingti(Sorj, 2016). Antgender ideas are
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proliferating online and offline, which allow citizens to create various communicative
spheres: private, public, privageu bl i ¢ by di s/ connecting, Aer
being connected and disconnected. Thisamotif dis/connecting is an ability to perform
politics of disguiseashanony mi tyo (Lim, 2018, p . 108) . 1
privately to discuss public issues, coordinate dates and places to protest, and mobilize
people; these digital movementultivate imaginaries in these multiple spheres to start
mobilizations in contentious politics. Furthermore, digital actions unveil the possibility
of online and offline interconnectivity between social media and protest sites such as
public squares, stets, and other public spaces that help sustain the life cycle of a social
movement in its trajectory (Lim, 2018). Hence, intetfib@sed movements disseminate
their messages through digital action repertoires with artifacts and activities used for
social tiange on Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter (George & Leidner, 2019; Bennet &
Segerber, 2012). These repertoires depend on space, time, and available technologies.

In Latin America, right and lefiving political parties, conservative and religious
groups haveused t hese digital platforms to spr
ideol ogydé (Beltr8&8n & Creel y, -Suarézl2819;F&upgr c 2 a ¢
2020; Lépez, 2018). Consequently, the popularization of the social media use in
movements includesidg i t a |l repertoires such as o6hasht
defined as fia collective effort to intervi
amount of Twitter statements by using hashtags to cluster social media conversations
around acertai i ssue or topico (Lim, 2018, p . 11.

allow oppressed voices to be heard in situations of aggression and provide an immediate
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response. AA hashtag is created as a means
increasig | vy used t o attract attention t o soc
(Andreevskikh & Muravyeva, 2021, p. 213). These hashtag campaigns also create a
platform of protest against gender policie
speech or tet s t hat chall enge opposing di scour
Andreevskikh &Muravyeva, 2021, p. 214). An example of a hashtag campaign took
place in 2016. The transnational religious right movement called
#ConMisHijosNoTeMetas (Do not mess with my dhén) (#CMHNTM) started in Peru
by nongovernmental organizations associated with Catholic and Christian evangelical
organizations, such as Red ProVida, Profamilia, Red de Restauraciéon Civil, A mis Hijos
los Educo yo, Red Familia, and the civilian moveméda y Familia. Their goal was to
prevent the imposition of d&égender ideol ogy
this movement is Christian Rosas, who often visits Latin American capitals. The
#CMHNTMb6s goal is to rejtextamdeddeenddebeée
dignity (Yafiez, 2020, as cited in Moragas, 2020).

This campaign organized protests against the Ministry of Education of Peru and
placed banners on pedestrian bridges against gender equality. In 2017, this Peruvian
campaign usetheir social media platforms and Christian media outlets such as Bethel
TV to organize a massive national mobilization in Lima and four other cities with around
68,000 people. The Peruvian followers of #CMHNTM are active users of Twitter
(Moragas, 2020). ie campaign maximizes ifso | | oteeknoldpy savvy by using

soci al media platforms to teach society wh
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through specific strategies. The #CMHNTM campaign consruwitional and
transnational networks, sleesmames, publications, and guidelines, and their leaders are
mainly senior men, and some spokespersons are young women (Viteri & Marmol, 2020).
Similarly, in Argentina, #CMHNTM emerges against sexual education (Faur, 2020). This
campaign prtomodledbat tolcaud wi th messages suc
education imposes homosexuality, shows pornography in kindergarten, and teaches boys
and girls to choose their sexo (Faur, 202
recognized for disseminatiigpb asi ¢c® but convincing message:
on social media such as WhatsApp, Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube (Faur, 2020).
Il n Ecuador, the #CMHNTM campaign is a Kkt
ideas and atiiGBTI rights focused on eduation. According to Ecuadorian media
outlets, Frente Nacional por la Familia (National Block for the Family) organized this
campaign and mobilized arouasmi | | i on people in the countr
& Marmol, 2020). Elite political and coasvative factions financially support these
Ecuadorian campaigns against o6gender ideol
disinformation campaigns on the internet and evidenced the prominent role of fake news
and promoted hate against minostiesuch as the LGBTI population on social media
(Case, 2019). The circulation of this dédgen:i
platforms such as WhatsApp with O6privated
constituencydi setwbltkd aLOMybED18, p. 121)
WhatsApp has an exceptionally high penetration rate in the Global South, where

people usually have political conversations (Barbosa & Milan, 2020). This hybrid
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communication network supported by cellular phones with Whatssiyal social media

platforms shows the communication evolution in digital movements. These platforms

allow people taipdateinformation andncreaseawareness of how others are doing their

own longterm political, social, and economic conditions andrsterm causes.

What sApp dis copudilder epd ada f o smdni t hat mer ge
platform the private and intimate sphere (of interpersonal exchanges) and the public realm

(of a group of interactions)bat(BApbodpr i&v ¢
groups6 are associated with abasedFaocebapler s en
because people reproduce conversations and articulate a collectivity. WhatsApp
messaging creates a sense of familiarity and intimacy, even betweeduatiwwho have

not met in person (Barbosa & Milan, 2020).

An example of WhatsApp messaging is demonstrated before the 2016 Colombian
plebiscite elections when the political magazine Semana revealed a WhatsApp message
supposedly from pastor Eduardo Cafiemn the megachurch Manantial in Bogota; co
president of the rightving political party Colombia Justa Libres and supporter of the
ONobd vote campaign. The message stated tha
negotiated in Cuba during the peace pre¢€&mana, 2016). This statement implied that
if voters approved the plebiscite, the country would lose religious freedom (G6mez
Suarez, 2019).

Simultaneously, a report of the ngovernmental organization Misién de
Observacion Electoral (MOE) revealedwhohe social media audience reacted to the

plebiscite elections with negative, disrespectful, and intolerant content while supporting
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the 6Yesd6 and the ONobd vote campaigns in T\
an analysis of the most popular sber@edia networks of religious groups and official
documents of political leaders during the mobilizations of these campaigns in Colombia

and Mexico in 2016 revealed that the conservative activism raised administrative costs of
institutional changes (L6peZ018). The electoral activism before the Colombian

pl ebiscite mobilized approximately 500, 000
of the 6Nob vote in the plebiscite on Oct
reactions to the plebiscite weakso analyzed from political junctures connected to social

media (Beltran & Creely, 2018; Garcia & Chicaiza, 2018; Gése&rez, 2019).

I n addition to o6gender i deol ogegdér me s s a
activistsod6 publ i emotiomstdegmatismm and lmatned onaqripl medla t o
networks through haters, trolls, and new websites with verifiable and unverifiable
accounts (Iglesias et al., 2020). In Uruguay, diverse politicians, media outlets, scholars,
journalists in interviews, and sial movements allied with feminism and sexual diversity
have used the term 6gender ideology.® The
recognized representatives and spokespersons and developing their leadership, using their
testimonials, opinions news stori es, and soci al medi a
(Iglesias et al., 2020). In doing so, agéinder activists often distort information to
discredit their opponents and use fake news and biased interpretations to disqualify their
claims and ppposal s. Thi s campaign agai nst 6gen

underestimating women, feminist revindications, freedoms demanded by gender
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dissidence, and sexual diversity movements, especially on social media, parliamentary
interventions, and public seahents by political representatives (Iglesias et al., 2020).

As a result of this Uruguayan digital campaign, the mobilizations of gender
ideology ideas on social media networks have also provoked online harassment, threats,
and violent physical attacks @fo menés and minoritiesd right
2020). In 2010, in Paraguay, a proliferation of @@nder campaigns, which coordinated
t heir fights against the term O6gender i de
narratives; even againgtte Organizations of American States (OAS) and the United
Nations, with strong attacks on the fefing and in line with the rise of the righting
governments in the continent (Soto & Sot o,
contested by the @aolic right during discussions on the Paraguayan national education
plan (Corréa et al., 2018). In October 2017, the parliamentary group for Childhood and
Adol escence stated the materials promoted
i deol og)\i&e in tdeeGolombian case, the Paraguayan Ministry published a
resolution prohibiting the distribution and use of printed and digital materials containing
6gender i deology6 in schools (Mor8n Fa¥nde.
other Latin American movements that spread their messages on social media, had
spokespersons with political power, created groups for supporting life and family, lobbied
to prevent laws modification, organized massive protests, and distributed information

against fermism.
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2.3 Traditional Media Matters
Foll owers of these Latin American camp:

disseminate their arguments globally through literary publications, articles, books, blogs,
news outlets online, and forums (Viveros Vigpy®17). Antigender activists use
traditional media outlets such as printed newspapers, radio, and television news with low
frequency compared to social media. For instance, news stories including the term
6gender Il deol ogy 6 c i rradiidonal tprenid nevespapesstaadd | vy b
Catholic and Evangelical websites. In Brazil, in 2007, an analysis of the use and content
of gender ideology in the two most popular printed newspdha de Sao Paulg O
Globoof SaoPaulo reveals tlggtt dcgemdewera@dealssoci at
of toxddemémwmgy of the sovereignty of the s
deconstructing the Brazilian family, & dégay
freedom to all forms of sexualbeha or t hat may exi stdé6 (de Cas
in 2011, this term was associated with pedophilia, abortion, homosexuality, lesbianism,
marriage, gay, gay adoption, transgender, transexuals, gender transition, drugs, end of the
family, leftism, commuism, etc. (de Castro Gémez, 2020).

Similarly, in Chile, the newspapédtl Acontecer which defines itself without
political and religious affiliations, instead of a gif@ position and protector of the family
stance, criticizedméntir2i6dilaeméws B@aycekpaiheelth® s g o
government would i mpl ement an education pr
secular sexual education in Chilean schools (Barrientos Delgado, 2020). Thus, Padres

Objetores de Chile was organized to inform and epv e n't 0gender i d
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i mpl ementation in Chilean education and p
children (Barrientos Delgado, 2020).

Il n other countries, such as Costa Rica,
combined the properties of ipted newspapers, news media outlets online, and
What sApp to disseminate the first article:
ideas. In the newspapéra Nacion a news story was published about gender based on
the biological characteristics ofonan and man, written by Dr. José Miguel Goyenaga,;
and another article called 6Gender and equ.
by Angela Aparisi, adjunct professor of Law philosophy at the Universidad de Navarra
(Spain) (Arguedas RamirezQ20). The media websites suchElsMundo CRandCR
Hoy shar ed opinion articles agai nst 6gender
conservative activists from the group Despierta Costa Rica, which defended life, family
and fight against this ideology. Faermore, the ne®entecostal political parties, the
second most potent legislators of the country, have spread fake messages on the
destruction of moral and religious values massively to their followers, who are at the same
time, their filigrees (ArguedaRamirez, 2020). These massive fake messages circulate in
religious and noipolitical spaces, such as worships, masses, and Catholic and protestant
rituals, making it challenging to confront
These chains of nssages became intensified fake news by using WhatsApp (Arguedas
Ramirez, 2020).

In addition to these massive communication strategies, these Latin American

campaigns organized international congresses that attracted worldwide attention to their
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allies andnetworks on social media platforms. In 2017, the VII Internationaillifero
Congress in Guatemala congregated 1,200 representatives from Argentina, Canada,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Spain, United States, Italy, Honduras,
Mexico, Pmama, Paraguay, Peru, Polonia, United Kingdom, and Dominican Republican.
The hashtag #SoyGeneracionVida (#lIAmLifeGeneration) was a trending topic on Twitter
during the first day of the Congress, with 6,000 tweets and 1.4 million reproductions,
predominantf from Guatemala, United States, and Spain (Moragas, 2020). Therefore,
the media plays a significant role as an institution with the power to dispuigealer
collective action, frames, and networks of these transnational movements that prevent

peacefus oci eti esd® construction.
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CONCLUSION

The gl obal transformation of campaigns a
research focused on these movementsod funda
politics and institutions to strengthen homophobid amscriminatory politics in the
Global South. Future research can improve our interpretation of the relationship between
antirgender movements and its campaigns offline and online withwigig elites based
on the specific Lat itical, eBanamicj so@ah and cultunat r i e s 6
featur es. This exploration of campaigPnes o
hostile behaviors and meanings against marginalized communities to control of gender
and sexuality and gain power in global politics

Additionally, this transnational anrgiender movement is also challenging the
standards of offline and online political activism and their relationship with the media to
face massive O0gender ideologyd messimgi nhg,
itself by one of our subjects, given its scaremongering nature, superficial understanding
of feminist and queer theory, and misrepresentation of the gender focus in the
agreementso (Beltr8n & Creely, 2018, p . 4
indicates that media coverage is one of the keys in political processes because information
can reproduce O6tactical dissentdé and a O6sp!
perspectives of actors legitimated politically and visible in the cgeei(®lontoya
Londofio & Vallejo Mejia, 2018). Thus, media criticisms can cover strategies, actions, or
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people, rather than fundamental criticisms of the system (Montoya Londofio & Vallejo
Mej 2 a, 2018) . Based on these meageatlliss pr om
anal ysis suggests an urgent reflection on
of the gender distortion in Latin American political contexts.

Future research also needs to explore how middkes and marginalized
audiences are praped to understand this hybrid communication network in the campaign
against O0gender ideology6 to construct pea
is a prominent power structure to represent political realities and create meanings around
the indusion of gender and social dynamics of equality, diversity, and social justice in

public opinion for political transitions
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Chapter 3

THEBUILD-UP OF THE CAMPAI GN AGADE®T O6GGENDER

After four years of the peace process in Havana, Cuba, President Juan Manuel
Santos proposed a peace plebiscite electio
In July 2016, the Constitutional Court of Colombia approved a national pésiiscite
election on October 2, 2016. According to the National Civil Registry (Registraduria
Nacional del Estado Civil, 2016), a plebiscite is a consultation conducted by the President
with the approval of Ministers and the Congress to approve or eegtision from the
executive power. The Col ombian plebiscite
support t he final accord to end the confl
(Registraduria Nacional del Estado Civil, 2016). More than 34amillesidents could
vote, and 13% of registered Colombians were required to validate the plebiscite result.
Therefore, Colombia was in the middle of historic and divided campaigns between
President Juan Manuel Sant os hafinalagredament pe ac e
from August to October.

This chapter examines how the campaign
Amoment umo agai ns.tParadyh éinistet ef bEdusationt ersofaG
interview, July 23, 2019) with an established national riginy network that was
reactivated during the plebiscite campaigns and promoted by recognized politicians,
including former President Alvaro Uribe, former attorney general Alejandro Ordofiez,
and influential Christian evangelical leaders of national megabhbkar Based on my

archival creation and 24 sesstructured interviews with righwing politicians, anti
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gender activists, and Christian evangelical leaders, my findings demonstrated that the
opposition articulated three main events as a political opptyrtiendispute the inclusion
of gender perspective and gender equality: the revision of the education manual for the
inclusion of gender equality proposed by the Ministry of Education, the FARC impunity,
and the survey about O0Bexual ibtoywsBelavil er, s «
(6Encuesta sobre Sexualidad en ni fos, ni 7 a
and highschool students by National Administrative Department of Statistics
(Departamento Administrativo Nacional de Estadistica, DANEp d t he O0Nod6 v
campaign.

Since 2015, rightving politicians, Christian evangelical pastors, and private
schools with religious affiliations reactivated a-gpasting national network to mobilize
teachers, associations of Christian and private sclagamst gender in the national
debate for gender equality recognition in Colombian schools. Thiswigigt network
framed gender as an 6enemyd of education f
Colombian society. Thus, argender activists gngthened their narratives and symbols
against gender and sexuality to preserve t|
ideas took the form of a national campaign that organized nationwide protests, meetings,
and spread messages in official imgtons and allied media outlets in traditionally
conservative and rigiwing political regions of the country. Moreover, the righig
network expanded their protests against the education manual to the gender perspective
in the final peace agreementom their perspective, the key component to healing the
Colombian society after the armed conflict should be prioritizing the family and
emphasizing women and children as the primary victims. Hence, Christian evangelical

pastors proposedtothegovernmerit at gender should be repl ac
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and victims of the conflict should be repa
6personal conditions. 6

Consequently, the campaign against 0gen
and genderedtereotypes while disputing their recognition and inclusion in national
politics for peace. This campaign provided an identity and a collective authority to their
followers through beliefs on religion, homeland, and family, which contributed to the
projed¢ i on of 6enemiesd and o6alliesd f-or chil
gender activists were skilled to identify and name grievances that connected people to
ot her sensitive issues such as the ECAS sur
within public opinion. In the conjunctural plebiscite context, the campaign against
6gender ideologyd tookwiadyv anrettawpe kdfs tphoenierr
the government and public institutions. This campaign infiltrated national inie st
education system to alter the recognition of diversity and equality with their belief
systems and frameworks of understanding sex, gender, and sexuality.

Theseantpender activistsod actions against t
the develome nt of the ECAS survey, and their cor
reflected their forms of oppressing marginalized communities to benefit privileged
sectors of Colombian society, such as private schools with religious affiliation, Christian
evangekal churches, and the elite power of righihg actors. Beyond the disputes in
education, the campaign against &égender i de
of national megachurches and aginder activists the opportunity to resignify their
participation as political actors of the peace agreement. The government rejected the
education manual 6s publication and has sus
since 2016. Four years later, there is no news or updates on revisklytatiormanual

in Colombian schools.
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31 6Gender I deologyd Il deas Takes Form

3.1.1 Education
0Gender ideologyd meanings take form in

family, sexuality, politics, and education. Two months before the elections, gender was a
contested cetgory and framed as an Oenemyo6 of (.
cont ext. 060Gender ideology6é strategies worl
intersects sociopolitical interests from the state, political parties, influential international
organizations, and minorities. In Colombia, pastors like Edgar Castafio from the Christian
evangelical church Iglesia Bautista Central (personal interview, June 26, 2019) assumed

t hat oO6gender ideologyd ideas di desamongnat e a
society. Therefore, the unregulated plebiscite elections were a political opportunity for
right-wing actors to connect their overarching backlash sentiment against decades of
women and the LGBTI rights gains since recognizing guarantees fositdhaand effects

of armed conflict in the Colombia Constitution of 1991.

From the perspective of Christian evangelical leaders-vgig politicians, and
antrgender activists, 6gender ideol ogyd i dea
overt hbloavd 6rsdtai onhood under the traditional
historic rightwi ng gover nment s. Education is one ol
ideologyd infiltrates childrendéds civic and
to educate them. For pastor Lila Palacios, President of the International Network of

Family and Education (Red Internacional por la Familia y Educacion,)RfeEsonal
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interview, July 11, 2019), gender ideas are part of an international strategy of
indoctrinat on and LGBTI recruitment t hat starte
narratives would approach children through education and government support. Hence,
pastor Pal aci os i ndicated in the 1intervie
education projectsuch as the revision of manuals and comprehensive sex education
programs, and the construction of civic society with competencies, for instance, in
mandatory national %®xams such as 6Saber Pr
In 2016, rightwing leaders identified a political opporitynto mobilize people
against gender due to the national debate about the significant recognition of gender
equality in public and private schools across the country. The Colombian Constitutional
Court ordered the sentence4T8 to the Ministry of Educain for revision and
adjustments to ensure that all school codes of conduct protected all sexual orientations
via specific clauses to ensure the absence of discriminatory language in 2015. This
sentence was in recognition of Sergio Urrego, a sixyeamrold student who died by
suicide in 2014. He left a letter in which he explained he suffered bullying due to his
homosexuality in the Catholic school Gimnasio Castillo del Norte y Campestre in Bogota
(Colombia Diversa, 2015).
Gina Parody, as Minister of Education, complied with the legislation and started

a curricular reform in alliance with UNICEF, United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA),

7 Saber Pro is a national exam in Colombia that qualifies higher education within
students who are about to complete their college education (DeRgdaez, 2013).
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United Nations Development Program (UNDP), and thegmrernmental organization
ColombiaDiversa (focused on the defense of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender
Rights) to revise and redesign the education maroateachers in public and private
schools to prevent discrimination against homosexual students and parents in Colombia.

Thiseducati on ma n Arabientew assolareksibied de discriminacion.

Orientaciones Sexuales e I dentidades de
(6Schol ar envi r on me rMibrshegémoricesexaal orightatorcand mi n at
gender identitesm s chool s6). Based on the Universal

book emphasized the sig-heffjemancedobenndér e

and gender identities in schools. Therefore, the Ministry of Education stressed that
schools and comumities should recognize and promote human, sexual, and reproductive
rights, preventingnu |l t i pl e school s6é discrimination
(SeeAppendixFigures B.1, B.2, B.B.4,and B5 about the PowerPoint Presentations of
the Ministryof Education and the Revision of the Education Maijwual

While the Ministry of Education discussed the revision of the academic education
manual across the country, the government chief negotiator of the peace process,

Humberto de la Calle, released affioial statement in Havana about the guaranteed

8 According to Chaux, Vargas, Ibarra, and Miniski (2Q18) citedn one of the

presentatins of the Ministry of Education of Colomhbim2016 an education manual is

a tool with the agreements of the school community that facilitates and guarantees
harmony in the school life. This document defines the actions of the school community,
and the esources and procedures to resolve conflicts, and establishes the consequences
of breaking these agreements.
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gender perspective included in the first version of the peace accord o84)@ge
AppendixB.3. Official Statement from Humberfe la Calle Chief Negotiator of the
Government in the Peace Procabsut the Inclusion of the Gender Perspective in the
Final Agreementkstressed the engagement and commitments of the government and
FARC in thesubcommittee of gender for the inclusion of the gender perspective in the

peace agreement:

The government dejgtion tried to ensure that the discussions went
beyond the traditional conception of gender. Gender does not refer only to
women but to the differentiated impact of specific situations on men and
women and LGBTI people. Gender is respect for the differemc the
particular condition in individuality. The possibility of living in harmony
with the difference is reflected in the agreement reached on this matter. In
this sense, we understand that linking the gender perspective to achieve a
stable peace in @mmbia makes perfect sense. (See Appendix B.3.
Official Statement from Humberto De la Calle, Chief Negotiator of the
Government in the Peace Process about the Inclusion of the Gender
Perspective in the Final Agreement; translation mine)

De la Calle exjained that the gender approach is considered a challenge with

values that crossed the peace table and sex as a given condition. He pointed out that the

gender approach is related to cultural conceptions that generate social behavior structures
because theare nordeterministic social products. Then, de la Calle quoted the French

phil osopher Simone de Beauvoir: Ayou ar
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today, we could also add: O6you are not bor
population, iti s about assuming diverse sexual or
(Presidencia de la Republica, 2016). De la Calle emphasized the Colombian Constitution
of 1991 recognizes various forms of family configuration and the cornerstone in the right
tofreegével opment of personality: Abased on wh
have been built. This change has also been reflected in new forms of family and couples.
I support the struggle for the recognition

2016). Although the chief negotiator explained these statements reflected his perspective

of these gender i ssues and prevented comg
campaignbés coalition targeted these staten
debates.

Based on this emphasis on gender equality for the prevention of bullying in
schools and the construction of a peaceful society, some schools started a dispute against
the circulation of the education manual in the northern Colombian coast (Eig&Rex]
personal interview, July 14, 2019). An anonymous activist of the campaign against
6gender ideology, 6 who is also a Principal
explained that a group of teachers found an invitation letter from thestkinof
Educati on, a Power Poi ntAmpientesEscolarastLibresnde and
Discriminaciord6 duri ng a workshop session. This gr
promotion of what they | abel ed dwmof@unusua

cul tur al week in schools for a 6gay pride
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Phrases as morality and preservation of good manners must be removed

from the education manual . The O0bl ue
OAmbi entes Escol ar e s)sdysthereeagndidof Di scr i mi
sexual orientations and gender identities are an expression of human

identity. (Anonymous activist, personal interview, July 26, 2019;

translation mine)

Viewing an opportunity in this situation, the riglitng political party Centro
Democrético, pblic and private schools, and the most prominent Colombian Christian
evangelical churches reported publicly that this manual would attempt to change
childrenbés sex and 6éhomosexualized them (M
Weeks later, in Agust 2016, the newspapédEs Espectadorand El Tiempostarted to
disseminate reports and complaints of teachers and parents from some private religiously
affiliated schools due to the manual s pu
between samseexc oup !l es . These images were fake a
document, constructed by the Ministry of Education, three UN agencies, and the non
governmental organization Colombia Diversa. According to Professor Franklin Gil
Hernandez from Universidad Bianal de Colombia (2020), the images about family
diversity circulating within the public opinion came from digital material from the
Chilean booksé Nic-las tiene dos pap8s6 (N

mam8s6 (Anita hasexwli eniot heos)entT® | abel ed
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from the Belgian book o6l n bed with David ar
2020).

This event uncovered a significant relationship betweergantiler activists and
specific local mainstream medi t o di ssemi nate mor al pani c
ideas and fake news. The agte nder acti vi st contacted two
outlets. According to this antjender activist (personal interview, July 26, 2019), two
journalists read the educatn ma Ambigrites Bscolares Libres de Discriminaéion
and wrote the news story in a newspaper, publishing the controversial fake images as part
of the education manual. In this sense, the media losing objectivity enabled tiveimight
networktobeaganst O0gender ideol ogyd i deanser Accor
activist, ifithose iIimages <circulated across
manual. The images were taken from a Belgian book, but the journalists said the images
referred to tk education manuakpersonal interview, July 26, 2019). Moreover, this
activist participated in seven interviews on radio stations in this region of the northern
state of Atlantico. Antgender activists identified specific media outlets from
traditionally conservative anQatholic areas that could permeate the national plebiscite
debate and public opinion. Additionally, t
anttgender activistso confrontation was con
ideol ogy6 I wtaiansmanual. THeih distoréed claims also reflected an
established interdisciplinary persuasive network working on education, politics, and the
media that confronted comprehensi ve sex €

previously in national discussisn
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3.1.2 Networks and Strategies
Before 2016, the Ministry of Education already developed education manuals to

promote gender equality and prevent bullying and discrimination in classrooms with
diverse titles, names, and social concepts. Former Minister Parody (personal interview,
July 23 2019) indicated these education campaigns started in 1998 with conservative
President Andrés Pastrana, and these materials circulated in Colombian public and private
schools. Marcela Sanchez, director of the-gomernmental organization Colombia
Diversa(personal interview, July 4, 2019), explained that the Ministry of Education had
led the sexuality, gender, and civics project for 15 years. However, private religiously
affiliated schools, associations of parents, and-gender activists used this eves a
political opportunity to reactivate their national networks with Agirig leadership to
prevent the inclusion of a gender perspective and the recognition of minorities in the
peace agreement.

In the field of politics, Moscoso (personal intervieluly 19, 2019) and the anti
gender anonymous leader (personal interview, July 26, 2019) pointed out that Angela
Hernandez, a municipal deputy of the nestntral state of Santander who Centro
Democratico supports, met up with the Principals of sometpeva school s t o det
colonization of schools by the government
followed. Additionally, Parody (personal interview, July 23, 2019) indicated that the non
government al organi zatioada upl badedRadpé€&ami

website urging the Ministry of Education to stop the imposition of gender ideology in
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school manuals. According to Parody in my interview, the petition reached over 2,000
signatures.

This network created a national collectivei@t to prevent the recognition of
sexual orientation and gender diversity as crossed components in courses and study plans
for Colombian schools. To build up these counterarguments against gender equality, the
Anonymous leader (personal interview, July 2619) and Moscoso (personal interview,
July 19, 2019) recognized that aggénder activists collected what they called their
6evidenced from their teachers, peers, and
they collected the education manual iDAPformat and materials from the Ministry of
Education workshops for the revision of conduct codes in schools, including invitation
letters, PowerPoint presentations, photos, and a questionnaire with 34 questions with
6Yesd and ONod agiosandrecmgnidon of ditersity And plurafitg | u
t he educati on (See\ppenditFiywges B.&, 8.2, 8.3,amd B.4 from the
Ministry of Education.

Based on these materials, activist Moscoso, pastors Pardo and Castafio (personal

interviews, &l 'y 19, June 26, and July 24, 2019;

9 This set of questions was based on the Colombian Constitution of 1991 and the
sentences -B94 2000, ¥478 Sergio Urrego 2015, and565 2013 rkated to sel
determination, equality rights, and personality development. This question guide was
designed for school sé principals and <circ
principals shared their answers with the Ministry of Education delegatesgd
workshops (Anonymous activist of the camp:
interview, July 26, 2019).
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ideol ogyd concerns with how these Ministr
affectivity, emotions, or eroticism, and the sociocultural construction of gender supported
by de la Cak in the peace agreement, as well. From their lens, these manuals would

establish 6gender ideologydé |ifestyle, eve

Since kindergarten, they (education mar
i deol ogy 6 i de aand %years sigpahilclrenatb teach thiemr 6

about their freedom, without consulting their parents how they had to dress

up as man or woman [€] Then, we saw an
change in the educational agenda of children. We agreed with them (the

Ministry of Education) to teach about sexuality, but in the way that we

have understood as Christians that it should be taudiiRafdo, personal

interview, July 24, 2019; translation mine)

However, the workshop materials evidenced the Ministry of Educatd s
emphasis that sex is a biological condition based on the human sex chromosomes, the
reproductive organs, and the meaning of being intersexual. Meanwhile, gender was
defined as a set of rules, attitudes, values, expectations, and roles assigneuilyréhe
to human beings based tmeir sex (Seé\ppendix Figure B.3 from the Ministry of
Education. TheMi ni stry indicates that ARgender S
cited in Ministry of Educati on, 2i0hbwe ) and
gender identity, gender expression, and behavior do not match or conform to the assigned

sex at birth. For Edgar Patifio, former President of the Colombian Association of Christian
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Schools (Asociacion Colombiana de Colegios Cristianos, OBEID)cosq andthe
anonymous arjender activisi{personal intervie® June 25July 19and 26 2019
respectively, the genderbread person became one of the most controversial images to

describe O6gender ideologyd ideas

@) /dentidad de Género
O ——L 12

Sin género Hoilite
O——- omb
Andrégino qucu',mo
Femenino
‘Q’ Sexo Biologico

O GeNitalidad Femening
Oy GeNitalidad Masculing
@ Atraido por

O (Hombres, Masculinidad)

Nadie
O (\yjeres, Feminidad)

Figure 3.1. The Genderbread Perdanluded in the PowerPoint Presentation of
Ministry of Educatiorabout the Revision of the Education Manual
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Theseantpender activistsdéd claims showed ho
religious actors | abeled gender as an O6ene
of morals and good manners during the plebiscite campaigns. Their reactions to the
revision of manuals evidenced their concerns about constructing alternative collective
identities into Col ombiansd <conservative
education as an institution of power to keep controlling and disciplining individuals under
political and traditional social norms of righing groups, which promote discrimination
and invisibility of marginalized communities in societies. First,-gatider activists
pointed out that gender would jeopardize their autonomy as school leaders bingccep
diverse sexual orientations and gender identities. For Moscoso (personal interview, July
19, 2019), Colombian schools would promote the LGBTI population rather than defend
studentsé6é rights. Second, pastor 2®Rantdi fo an
July 11; respectively) argued that comprehensive sex education, diversity of gender
identities, and sexual orientation would b

development of personality:

The problem is comprehensive sex edacati came from a chil
development process, and each child has a different evolutive
development. When you give information in another moment, you are

attacking; if the child is not asking for information, there is no reason to

give it until they ask forti (E. Patifio, personal interview, June 25, 2019;

translation mine)
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Third, antigender activists pointed out that parents must freely choose their
chil drenbés schools regarding their academi
Therefore, familiesshoudbey and respect school sé par ame
chil drenbs educati on. For pastor Palacios
education manual did not traditionally have any regulation towards homosexuality.
Fourth, the anonymous aigender actiist (personal interview, July 26, 2019) believed
the recognition of diverse sexual orientations and gender identities would be
Oprobl ematic.d® Studentsd uniforms for mal e
gendemeutral and cal heflodémni worm dOhesandvery
choose them regarding the sexual orientation or gender identity. Finally, these anti
gender activists shared that the education manual would not prohibit any affective signs
such as kissing, hugging, touching eactegthnd students in schools. From their
perspective, these actions would represent their loss of discipline.

Following this national debate, the Ministry of Education publicly rejected the
publ i c &mbieotes Escdlared Libres de Discriminagiah chvitad an
International Standard Book Number (ISBN) that identifies books published
internationally and from a specific edition publisher (ISBN, 2020). According to pastor
Palacios (personal interview, July 11, 2019), the manual was registered in Camara
Cdombiana del Libro (The Colombian Book ChambértJuan Fernando Cristo,
Minister of Interior andGina Parody, former Minister of Educatigrersonal
interviews, July 11and 23 2019 respectively explained that it did not circulate

officially among sbools. Despitethearj e nder acti vistsd cl ai ms
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6gender ideologydé in Col ombian educati on,
July 26, 2019) recognized that the term 6g
the educatiomanual , rather than in other videos &
Consequently, this national righting network organized a massive protest against the
inclusion of &égender ideologyd in Colombia
statements wereansformed into protests that represented a historic setback for gender
equality, preventing the Colombian society from understanding the implications-of non

violent and nordiscriminatory education after a lotgrm armed conflict.

3.1.3 Protests against theeducation Manual
The fears and anxiety around a gender p

ideas, facilitated the national rigiving network to construct narratives and symbols

against gender and sexuality before the plebiscite. This network pereepdaitical
opportunity with the workshops for the edu
the educatAimbmemamsalEs@ol ar es ptopobedlegyshede Di s
Ministry of Education. Minister Cristo (personal interview, July 11, 20&8ognized

that the government indirectly offered a strategic opportunity due to their lack of
understanding the relationship between the
damage to the peace agreement. The government did not anticipate tHe lack o

knowledge around gender issues and the misinformation that this mobilization would

create before the elections.
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The rightwing network starts to crystallize their frames and meanings about
06gender ideologyd inclusi osathagovernnmestando!| o mb i
the peace plebiscite. Aagiender ideology activists used protests and mobilized their
networks with public schools and parents, undergirding their trust, cooperation, and
solidarity (Tarrow, 2011l1lathe OnhiAafgursd g dtOi, at
declarations, citing the French philosopher de Beauvoir to explain how the government
and the FARCwith the help of the United Nations included gender perspective in the
agreement, deputy Angela Hernandez with the most infliep@onents of the peace
process protested in O6Marcha por | a famil:@
against o6gender ideologyd6 ideas as their i
effects on Col ombian societybés education a

Accordng to an anonymous argender ideology activist (personal interview,

July 26, 2019), these national protests started in Barranquilla and Santa Marta on the

northern Colombian coast. A school associate, a powerful political clan, and a pastor
indicatedina parent meeting that deputy Hern8nde
rights due to the perceived O6gender ideol o
manual. Hernandez would protest with her followers in Bucaramanga, a nerthern

central Colombiarity. Then, the rightving network supporters invited the rest of the

private schools with a religious affiliation to join them. The anonymousgentier

activist congregated 100 schools and 30 po

repercussionstough the education manual implementation in Colombian society.
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| told them: Owe are not going to have
And | called my friends, principals of schools in an area of Bogota, and

told them we must protest in the stredisf | did not have time for
explanations [ é] We had people in Mari
Northwest closed to Bogotda), pastors in different places of Colombia, etc.

(Anonymous antgender activist, personal interview, July 26, 2019;

translation mine)

Using national contacts, the anonymous activist communicated with pastors,
Confederation of the Colombian Evangelical Council (Confederacion del Consejo
Evangélico de Colombia, CEDECOL) coordinated by pastor Castafo; International
Network of Family andEducation (Red Internacional de Familia y Educacion, RIFE),
and one of the prominent representatives of private schools with religious affiliation,
including Catholic schools grouped in the National Catholic Confederation of Education
(CONACED) E. Patifio;Anonymous activist; personal interviews, June 25 and July 26,
2019; respectively). The anonymous aggnder activist emphasized private schools
wanted to participate in the protests, but
implications for so@ty. Thus, the anonymous agender activist organized meetings to
explain it.

Some private schools located in Barranquilla extended the invitation to other
schools from other cities: Medellin, Cali, Santa Marta, Cartagena, and Manizales. Pastor
Canas (prsonal interview, July 4, 2019) explained he communicated with his believers
through his megachurches in Bogota and recruited followers from other Christian

evangelical churches. I n doing so, their cl
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therggposition to the peace agreement, speci f

therightwi ng networ k | inked O6gender ideol ogyo

the plebiscite:

Il n the agreement, the goversagimgnt i ncl ud:¢

they did not want the FARC to attack the LGBTI community and wanted
them to have the same guarantees as all the peace process participants. We

told them, owe wi |l | protest in the stre

i deol ogy 6 st atectoteempdase agraeraentnMoteoverghe a t
one that has been affected by 60 years of civil war in Colombia is the
church because they have killed and kidnapped pastors, burned temples
and schools, but the church is nowhere in the peace agreeméldangs,
personal interview, July 4, 2019; translation mine)

Then, Christian evangelical pastors expanded their protest against the inclusion
of 6gender ideologyd ideas in the educati
peace agreement. Pastorst@fas, Cafas, and Pardo (personal interviews, June 26, July
4, and July 24, 2019; respectively) argued the government assigned certain privileges for
the LGBTI community in the preliminary version of the peace agreement with the FARC
while lacking attention o i ncl ude what they assumed as
Pastor Jhon Milton Rodriguez from the church Mision Paz a las Naciones and the current

Senator for the righwing political party Colombia Justa Libres also emphasized the

agreement shodl be concentrated on womenodés right
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chil dren, and jobs, 0 and AdAthe HBCasti, | | a d
per sonal intervi ew, June 26, 2019) . From
interview, July 18, 2019)children should also be included explicitly as victims in the

final agreement. These pastors shaped specific narratives to dispute gender and sexuality

|l inked to the 6Nobd vote campaign in public

interview, June 26, 2019) suggested that any ideas related to gender should be modified

for O6respect for gender. 6 Moreover, Pastor
emphasized victims of the conflict shoul d
into account their Opersonal conditionsd a

leader. Additionally, pastor Palacios argued that the agreement should be centered on the
family as the key component to healing the Colombian society after thédongrmed
conflict (L. Palacios, personal interview, July 11, 2019).

These pastors of the Christian evangelical megachurches Tabernaculo de Fe,
Manantial de Vida, Mision Paz a las Naciones, and Iglesia Bautista Central wanted to
resignify their participatin as a political actor in the peace negotiations, the agreement,
and the Colombian political arena. These megachurches understood that the political
opportunity within the disputes against gender in the national debate was redefining forms
of Opoolmotpihcoabli ahdb as a strategy to reinforce
the representation of the LGBTI popul ati on
invasion that would harm the wellbeing of society and requires their urgent intervention.

However, this union of popular pastors also defended their values and morals to
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materialize and protect their own rigiving political project of the party called Colombia
Justa Libres.

Homophobia was strengthened as part of their politics to reducelisexumal
gender as Anothing more than a variable re
attitudes about sexuality, whether organi z
(Bosia & Weiss, 2013, p. 7). The megachurches used these remratid tried to
delegitimize the Colombian LGBTI advanced rights, such as-samearriage and child
adoption by samseex partners. These topics would emphasize heteronormativity (Bosia
& Weiss, 2013) in establishing an ideology that assumes binary ot of
heterosexual difference, unions, and families as given (Runyan & Spike, 2014). As a
result, their essentialization of the binary sex differences assumed women to be exclusive
victims of t he conflict. Thi s e@B3lent i al i
organi zationsd® fundament al role and their
than two decades.

With these messages spread, Pastor Diego Rodriguez from the Christian
evangelical church La Vid in Ibagué in the west of Colombia designed banners and
collected offerings with his believers to participate in the protest. He invited civilians in
an official statement called OAbander ados

join the protest:
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Today is a historic day for our nation, after yearsil@ce, passivity, and
indifference within many parents, to confront policies imposed in terms of
morality and sexuality by the national government and the Ministry of
Education. Today we have awakened and raised our voices expressing our
absolute disagement, opposition, and concern about how sexuality has
been addressed by the national government and the Ministry of Education
in our schools nationwideD( Rodriguez, personal interview, July 14,
2019; translation mine)

Senator Maria del Rosario Gee(personal interview, July 18, 2019) pointed
out that Colombians mobilized for protecting three untouchable aspects of life: the most
intimate and most profound belief, including the spiritual and religious life, and the
ideals of homeland, and the fapilConsequently, pastor Jhon Milton Rodrigaed
Moscoso(personal interview July 18and 19 2019 respectively stressed that in a
week, rightwing politicians, antigender activists, Christian evangelical pastors, private
schools, and teachers mobddzmore than 10,000 Colombians on August 10, 2016. For
Moscoso, these synchronized national prote
the one who united uso to organize the pro
40,000 Colombians, parentmd teachers from private Christian evangelical schools
mobilized against the inclusionEf o&égender
Espectador2016a). Colombians protested to protect their children, while elites used the
protest to .gain O6Nod voters

This rightwing network protested in front of the Ministry of Education in Bogota

and the remaining citiesd main squares. Pe
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and article 42 of the Colombian Constituttdt® No i mposed gewower edu
children and o6the discrimination issues ar
pr omot e h o nk Espectadarl201@by. Accofding to Edgar Patifio, former
President of the Colombian Association of Christian Schools (Asociacion Coluardea
Colegios Cristianos, OBED) (personal interview, June 25, 2019), these mobilizations
demonstrated fAiCol ombia was thirsty {for def
gender activists) have moved counulyrdj es. 0 F
2019) , ifithe protest had a connotati-on of
gender activist (personal interview, July 26, 2019) highlighted that this network against
6gender ideologyd did not expe®8dranquila;t hi ng.
Cartagena, Pereira shared protests photos, they saw everyone protesting and cried with
emotion.

For mer Mi ni ster Parody explained the N
workshops were concentrated on preventing discrimination in schodksadn$arody

believed the opposition to the plebiscite:

Started to weave an extraordinary and exotic story. Later, you realize this
is not an isolated situation in Colombia, rather than a Latin American

10 Article 42 is related to the constitutimf families based on the free decision of
marriage between a man and a woman (Constitute Pra{1).
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movement, from the righwing, populist. The church created the concept
of o6gender i de ol lngwwha it means.ddParoayn | y
July 23, 2019; translation mine)

they

Unsurprisingly, any of the righwing network participants of this protest

recognized their | eadership to mobilize

right-wing networkcreeed an i dentity that define
val ues, and morals with the projecti
building a new society. They protested as a form of contention and collective acti
challenge theiopponents while creating networks of trust and solidarity (Tarrow, 201
These national protests used right n g n e t wthatdersdéwotlcEttaaatenthe
androcentric and elite perspectiveeabnomic, political, social, and educatioredations

(Peterson, 1992¥siventhis political opportunity, tis right-wing network disseminated

po

s Ot he

on
on to

la).

i t s Odidpaagydcampaign andreateda collective authority and a political identity.

Simultaneously, these actors promoted their supgriant elitism in a class hierarchy

as part of the national culture that should always be respected, even when it justifies

mar ginalized communitiesd segregation

Furthermore, these national protests demonstrated that thetmigihnetwork
effectively disseminated framings of
network focused on the north of Colombia, a traditionally religiand politically
conservative regiordominatedby classism, economic inequalities, and rgirg

political parties. OMarcha por | a f-a
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gender |l eader s, who did not only adapt m €
symbols, rather than orienting their movement frames toward action, and fashiemed t
at the intersection between the populatior
(Tarrow, 2011b). Christian evangelical leaders such as Pardo, Castafio, and Cafas;
President Uribe, former attorney general Ordofiez, and Senator Guerra; agperderti
activists in private schools with religious affiliation used their reputation and public
popularity to become key leaders who stimulated and mobilized meanings against the
inclusion of &égender ideology. o

This network of key actors also invited othetifical and religious figures to join
their ideals despite their political, economic, and religious divergences. Pastor Cafias
(personal interview, July 4, 2019), using his national leadership, invited the Catholic
Church to participate in this argenderir deol ogy nati onal di scussi
According to Cafias, he met with the Colombian Episcopal Conference secretary to
organize activities before the elections that were motivated to repair the family after the
armed conflict. The Catholic Churgbas characterized during the peace negotiations and
the plebiscite as a neutral actor in the vote campaigns. However, according to Minister
Cristo and Fabidan Hernandez, coordinator of communication research in the non
governmental organization Mision de b€ervacion Electoral (MOE) (personal
interviews, July 11 and22, 2019 respectively, the Colombian Episcopal Conference
ended up supporting the peace process through their official speakers and invited
Colombians to vote freely, informedly, and conscigusgbout the benefits of peace and

violence in some regions. Nevertheless, Monsignor Pedro Mercado, former adjunct
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secretary of the Colombian Episcopal Conference and former priest of the Colombian
Congress (personal interview, July 26, 2019), argued tti{@achurch as a hierarchical
organization lacked a monolithic position and had diverse plebiscite opinions within their
communities, especially around moral and ethical issues (including sexual and
reproductive morality, defense of traditional marriagd Constitution of family, and the
6gender ideologydé inclusion in the manual
Simultaneously, rumors, and critics against the sexual orientation of Gina Parody,
Minister of Education, started to circulate in publpiroon. The protests moved beyond
the streets to the National Attorney Gener:
Thus, this network mobilized their o&édigita
Parody (personal interview, July 23, 201€9e publicly reported that an employee of this
institution started to spread messages around the distorted manual on social media.
Mi ni ster Parody asserted that the Attorney
allegations, and later,itwasclosed.Pody, who i s openly | esbiarl
controversial debate started as a personal issue against her sexual orientation (personal
interview, July 23, 2019). According to pastors Castafio, Cafias, and Pardo, most
Col ombi ans wer e susaxuwmivoaentationcahd rdlationshig with Cecilia
Alvarez, former Minister of Transportation, and Commerce, Industry, and Tourism
dur i ng twh presidemtil@eriods.
These circumstances of the campaign aga
differences between pastors on these disseminated rumors. For instance, pastor Diego

Rodriguez (personal interview, July 14, 2019) explains the protests were not organized
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to discredit Minister Parody and lacked political interests and homophobic and
discriminatory expressions due to sexual orientations. On the contrary, pastor Rodriguez
emphasi zed: Awe did not want any intervent
(thegovernment) to respect our constitutional right to educate our children based on our
values, morals, ethics, and faitho (person
goal s were to protest against t hmotedlyender
the Ministry of Education and the ngovernmental organization Colombia Diversa
within children in public and private scho
rumors about the d&édgender igendeodctvig{yetonald e as ,
interview, July 26, 2019) asserted, were concerned with the Ministry of Education
empl oyeesd threats, including penalties an
disobey the new nediscrimination rules in the education manual.

As a reslt, this intersection of frames, meanings, contentious action, and this
politicized and diverse national righing network shaped and spread the campaign
against O6gender ideologyd ideas. Additiona
2019) arguedhat this campaign also included their concerns on the lack of justice and
truth in the final agreementds first versi .
in the Colombian Congress proposed by the wgihg senators, Guerra, from Centro
Democético, and Jimmy Chamorro, affiliated to Partido de la U. Both senators
condemned the education manual offered by the Ministry of Education. Senator Guerra
(personal interview, July 18, 2019) emphasized that they were mainly concerned about

theassociationf t he st ate with oO6gender i dharml ogy o i
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parentsod ringthhtesi rf ocrhielddurceant, and the state w

childrendés will and could indoctricedlte the
the inexistence of 6gender ideol ogyd idea
Aprendi zaje Libres de Discriminaci- -n, 6 whi

Santos denied the publication of this manual accompanied by the Ministry oftieduca
and the United Nations organizations involved in its construction. Parody resigned from
her position at the end of August 2016. Four years later, there is no news or updates on

revising theeducationamanual in Colombia.

3.2 The ECAS Survey
The rightwi ng net wor ké6s agenda and trajectol

included the biannual survey O6Survey about
girls, and teenagersd (6Enc adoedceant€ASHTr e Sex
conducted by Natnal Administrative Department of Statistics (Departamento
Administrativo Nacional de Estadistica, DANE). As Sidney Tarrow (aD&%plains,

soci al movements are involved in dédnamingé
grievances, and constructingftf@ s of meani ng that resonate w
predispositions. Then, the movementds net
specific collective actions to power participants, opponents, the media, and third parties
(Tarrow, 2011a). In this case, the Colombian argender movement added the ECAS
survey as a new perceived grievance in the

ideas in the country two months before the plebiscite elections. The network justified
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their actions based on tihgjoals, values, and identities, and in this case, they found their
evidence secretly.

Il n August 2016, this network against t
education manual interrupted the ECAS suryv
suvey, DANE (SeeAppendix Figure B6 DANE official Press Statement about the
Cancellation of the ECAS survey 20Q1éxplains the ECAS is a valuable instrument
conducted on middischool and higischod students to detect current problems that put
children atrisk. For instance, this report reveal2% of girls, boys, and teenagers have
had sexual relations, have trjent havebeen forced to have sexual relations; and 3% of
underage students revealed they had exchanged sex for something material, (DANE
2016) Nevertheless, private schools with religious affiliation and-gewider activists
also perceived this survey as a threat to Colombian society values. According to Edgar
Patifio, former President of the Colombian Association of Christian Schools (Aéociaci
Colombiana de Colegios Cristianos, OBED), in a meeting with the association of private

schools in Bogota, one of their most prominent leaders revised the ECAS questionnaire:

There were corrupted things for a child of 10, 11, 12 years old. These
surveys came to schools and were conducted on the children with closed
doors and without parental conserii. Patifio, personal interview, June
25, 2019; translation mine)
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DANE has conducted this survey since 2006 and complied with Law 336 from
2009 and Lav679 from 2001 regarding child exploitation, child pornography, and sexual
tourism with girls, boys, andteenagers (See Appendix B.2.ECAS Surveys
Comportamiento y Actitudes sobre Sexualid@D6, 2008, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2016
Conducted by the National Administrative Department of Statistics, DANte survey
collected crucial statistical information on the social, individual, and familiar risk factors
that may provoke child sexual exploitatiand its consequencEsThe campaign against
6gender ideologyd6 used this survey with a
their frames, split elites, and shape emotions to prevent the development of gender
policies. The networ ko sxuaacltiitoyn gfuoecsutsieodn so ni n:
survey. Patiiio, Moscoso, and the anonymous-gerider ideology activistpérsonal
interviews, June 25, July 19, and July 26, 2019; respeclivelicated a private school
teacher stole one of these questionnaires aa@dlit with Patifio. From their perspective,
the ECAS used explicit inappropriagexuallanguage in Chaptd (SeeAppendixB.2.

The ECAS Survey Comportamiento y Actitudes sobre Sexualidad 2016 Conducted by

11 The ECAS survey included five chapters: 1)general characteristics of the student

(name, sex, age, race, roommates, attributes of the house where the student lives, etc.);
2)soci al context based on the oDOobstpeemi on of
students and their friends, parents, relatives, etc., and resolution of conflicts; 3)favorite
activities for free time, environment for decisioraking, and drug consumption; 4)

sexual education in school, opinion leaders about sexual edycsiaal attraction,

types of sexual relations (for money, sexual proposals, sexual exchange, cybersex,

sexting, group sex, and sex work); and 5) use of the Internet (DANE, 2016).
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the National Administrative Department of $gtits, DANE. They felt that these
guestions could hypersexualize undged students in Colombian schools. They are
mainly opposed to the definition of the sexual relations in the document associated with
Aki sses, hugs, C ar e svagma, ,penignes) penianbuth)coo nt act
penetration with a(Peg Appehdix BL2. nThe ECAS Saorbey e ct 0
Comportamiento y Actitudes sobre Sexualidad 2016 Conducted by the National
Administrative Department of Statistics, DANErom their perspectivéhese contents

were inappropriate for students in sixth grade, under 12 years old:

Nobody wi || tell a child that a sexual
i nside them bec d2dlee are the right quéstoasrbatp hi | i a. 6
t here ar@ tahismg s6.b a(dgemdemagtivist, psrsoraln t i

interview, July 26; translation mine)

According to the anonymous activist the interview this survey represented
another government strategy episode with the United Nations, like the education

manual 6s design for popul ation co-genderol i nt e

2 Paraphilia denotes any power f ul (intense
sexual interest in copulatory or precopulatory behavior (genital stimulation or
preparatory fondling) with phenotypically
(Cantoret al., 2009, p.527, as cited in Hinderliter, 2011, p.18).
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activists, the ECAS wo uthataeétrechllpincorrec.msa |l i z i n
rightwi ng net wor k against o6égender ideologyd e
in schools without parental consgt. Patifio,personal interview, June 25, 201%
pollster from DANE surveyed students. Any teacher cpaldicipate in this activity in
the classroom. Ae ECAS surveypresenteda new component to mobilize their
conservative frame on sexuality and ident.
Ant-gender activists shaped pdwbraising the | ai ms
same arguments from the Ministry of Educat
They mobilized individuals through emotions, a fundamental component to attracting
foll ower s6 a201l8. Bdsedomthefighiair nr go W asmpgrcaived msks
and injustices against st gehdendctvistgesaad ual ity
interview, July 26, 201Qindicated that they scheduled an appointment with President
Santos and, later, with an official from the Minister of IrderFor the anonymous anti
gender activist and Patifigpersonal interview, June 25, 20Q1%he government
strategically paid attention to their claims due to the conjectural plebiscite context before
the elections. Campaign leaders knew their new percedlispute would create
uncertainty within public opinion and incentiet he gover nment 6s pr omg
prevent another contentious action. The network exerted pressure on the government to
reconsider their commitments and allegiances (McAdatnas, 2004).
Therefore, the private schools once again contacted their allied networks from
Christian evangelical churches CEDECOL (Colombian Evangelical Confederation),

RIFE, Confederacién Nacional Catdlica de Educacién (CONACED) (National Catholic
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Confedertion of Education), Union de Colegios Internacionales (Union of International
Schools, UNCOLI) and Asociacion Colombiana de Colegios Cristianos (Colombian
Association of Christian Schools, OBED) to mobilize against DANE for conducting the

ECAS in private ad public schools. The anonymous aggnder activist, Moscoso,

Patifio personal interviews, July 26, June 25, and July 19; respegthiglylighted that

by using their political power, they also got an appointment with Mauricio Perfetti, former
Director o f DANE. During this meeting, this ne
concerns on the implementation of this survey and the effects on the child psychosocial

development:

You are applying these questions to children between 11 and 17 years old.

They will not understand these questions, leading them to question and

ask things that the child does not understand. They (DANE) are abusing

them sexually, and this is called O0ins
guestions for 15 and 17 yeaskl that are notgrtinent in the way you are

doing it. So, what are we reporting? We are declaring that you, with your

surveys, are institutionally abusing childrerC. (Moscoso, personal

interview, July 19, 2019; translation mine)

The sexuality set of questionsinthair vey was considered Oir
against minors, requiring the government revision in the middle of a polarized plebiscite
campaign season. Argiender ideology activists like Moscoso explained that they

worked with DANE in the survey revisionhbwe par ti ci pated in a tab
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of a new survey including more filters and definitionsafcepts that wemot so explicit

and aligned with childrenés age. o0 Later, t

before the plebiscite etéons, Perfetti rescheduled a second meeting with his team

constituted by 25 professionaishich included psychologists, nurses, members of the

Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health and Social Protection, Police Department of

Childhood and Adolesceag and the Colombian Institute of Family Welfare (Instituto

Colombiano de Bienestar Familiar, ICBF). Finally, the anonymousgentier activist

(personal interview, July 26, 208tressed that they achieved their goal when Perfetti

t ol d t he m:embedyou asgkeduo chargethe survey? We are going to do it. Go

home and think how you would like the (design) of the new surveys, and we are going to

meet again in three days to work with this
Based on these events, the righibhg network gained wore recognition and

political power within another public institution to affect policies for recognizing gender

and sexuality in education. Argiender activists favored their systems of beliefs and

interests over the wellbeing of the unequal Colombianiesoc These network

performances and the campaign agai nst 0g ¢

transformed the national righting coalition as strategic political actors imposing their

notions of human nature and social liféis strategic network ahnts campaign operated

as a form of social control that defines the correct patterns and perceptions on hierarchies

of gender , sexuality, and soci al rel ati on

buttressech hegemonic model that oppresses the maligad. With these contentious



episodes through collective claims and their interaction with politics, the government

facilitated the movementsd political oppor
According to Doug McAdams, Sidney Tarrow, and Charles Tilly (2004),

governments tend talter their practices and policies to respond to contentious actions.

The opposition campaign politicized gender and sexudatliys silencing victims of

sexual harassment and abuse rather than contributing to a national dialogue.

Unfortunately,hecampagn agai nst O0gender ideoewinggyo c ol

network with solid specific claims, demonstrations, and public staterttettslid not

require the exertion gihysical violence to benefit specific privileged sectors of society.

Unexpectedly, after two meetings between Perfetti and his specialized DANE expert team

in education and sexuality with the riglitng network, DANE announced officially the

temporal suspension of the ECAS in schools on September 21, 2016; due to thaesconcer

of parents and principals of scheo(See Appendix Figure B.6 about the ECAS

cancellation in 2016PANE would evaluate options for paraphrasing some sexuality

guestions of the survey as a -makiogprocessnt t oo

Find |y, DANE adjusted the questions from th

posted on the official website that the ECAS was conducted to 50,083 students from

secondary public and private schools in Bogota, Cali, and Cartagena in August and

Septembel016. However, there is no evidence of the modified 2016 survey, updated

i nstruments, and final results from stude

represent a baskde int he governmentdés role to analyz:

dynamics of seual exploitation and potential risks for Colombian school students.
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Meanwhile, other rightving sectors took advantage of the political opportunities in some
Col ombian regions around the Ministry of

strengthentheirpowe and promote the ONo0oO6 vote in the

33 The O6Nod Vote Campaighn
I n the plebisciteds polarized context,

included the campaign against O0gender ideo
anti-gender ideology network gained national support through its protests, followers, and
powerful political and religious connections with education. The ughg network and

the campaign against O0gender ideology6 dis
public institutions such as DANE to prevent gender policies for equality and.peae

most prominent representatives of 1inpe O6NoO
their followersaboutt he o6 gendEARCA ® ol 0o g.gSiime paptorefome n t
nati onal megachurches joined t helonbBod camj
where Christian evangelical churches have around 13 million Christian evangéficals,

Juan Fernandg€risto, former Minister of Interior(personal interview, July 11, 2019

recognized that pastors recruited people from their pulpits with discagaest gender

ideol ogyds apparent inclusion in the final

13 According to the political magazirgemand2016), political analysts calculated
around 3 million Christian evangelicals vo

11¢€



INnCongr ess, senator Guerra defended the
Democratico, with Uribe as a leader, criticizes the gender perspective as one of the
par t i e s $forpmmplenmectingpalcamprehensive rural reform. Then, they assumed
gender perspective as a limitation in the preliminary peace agreement version of
September 2016. First, an article from Gue
perspective in theifn a | a g (Bex AppendixtFigure D.3.Article 6 T hGender
Perspective i n t hewritenhbyHbdvh MyAanadHoyes Caggafieglagtiree nt 6
former delegate Attorney for the Defense of the Rights of Children and the Family,

revealed that promotetsf t he ONodé vote had a persisten

new way of wunderstanding the individual k6t
men and men, & freedom, aut onomy, and the d
by 6newsreahféeéred on identity and sexual C
uses the term 6égender ideologydé6 as a persu

peace agreement. Third, agtie nd e r activists wer e awar e
statements dith ot appear in any peace agreement p
(2016)suggested that even the government lacked knowledge about it.

Even recognizing the inexistence of o6ge
Guerra indicated in a presentatant t he Congress they woul d
persecutors of women that woul d be the de
depl oyed some strategies to reject the O6gel
Guerrd s presentaddemi d narl tuidelde s, such as Hoyo

MirandaNovoaés pieces (2012), to explain that
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in the agreement while blurring the hierar
because 09 e nddas advocateear Egaligagadismi (Mirardavog 2012).
From these |l enses, O6gender ideologyy ideas
and, as a result, homogenized women and men to blur their role in the family (Miranda
Novoa 2012).

Second, Gerra explained the relationship betwegender perspective and the
term dédgender ideol ogyd through a word fre
agreement signed in September 2016. Senator Guerra associated gender perspective and
6gendlerol ogydé statements with words such as
gender perspective, 21 times; sexism and discrimination against women, 2, respectively.
These descriptive results portrayed gender as a semantic issue that would harm the peace
with the FARC due to their repoderimes perpetrated against female rebels. Third,
Guerrd s pr es ent the RABQhad acadsatores foentbre than 1,800 abortions
and raping more than 250 women documented
contradicts Santos6é government message abo
and life of women and unborn children for a future peace agreéfm€nierra as a

supporter of the O6Nod vote and the campai

14 There is no clarity and further infoation about the perpetuators that diminish
womenos | ife in Guerrads presentation. By
PowerPoint presentation is addressing the crimes perpetrated by the FARC rebels

against female rebels (See Appendix Figure B.13.B@dles of Senator Maria del

Rosari o Guerra about Womends Role in the C
Agreement).
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dsut ed topics of abortion and gender violer
can distort the attention effectively to the gender perspective in the agreement. These
topics and the FARC crimes are sensitive issues in Colombia after-eefomgonfict.
These themes can stimulate polarization in any political process and depict women and
children as unique victims of the conflict.

Furthermore, the ideatd family and children protection in the campaign against
6gender i deol ogy éampaigrecdchaddnesectors thatandurmedakeN o 6
news associated with threats to Colombian society, includhmg transformation of
Colombia into a Castr@havismo regime, the FARC impunity to participate in politics
at the Congress, and controvessaround the recognition of gender diversity for peace.
Additionall vy, the plebiscite opponents add
about using Colombiansdé retirementThepensi on
articulation of these compennt s shaped the oppositionés
before the elections.

Finally, former Judge Armando Novoa from the National Electoral Council
(Consejo Nacional Electoral, CNE), Beatriz Quintero, director of thegoernmental
organization Red Nagonal de Mujeres, and Olga Sanchez, director of the organization
La Casa de la Mujepérsonal interviews, July 1&nd 24 2019 respectively believed
Col ombi ans ended up voting ONod against th
ideas. Marisol Gomezthe editor of EI Tiempo,e mphasi zed the 6Nob6

sti gmat i zlfeybu defended ¢he pedce agreement, you were supporting the
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FARC. f you defended a judicial process for (
(Gomez personal interview, July1l 2019.

Based on the plebiscite results, CEDECOL sent a letter to President Santos to
renegotiate the first version of the peace agreement on November 24, 2016. The letter
was on behalf of their righwing network SeeAppendixFigureC.LCEDECOL Letter
to President Santos for the renegotiation of flmal peace agreeméntin the
renegotiatiorof the peace accord between the involved parties with Christian evangelical
and Catholic churchesd | eaders, thdnggovernr
specifically for the |l ocation of &égender i
(personal interview, July 11, 20i18rguedthat any of the pastors the most popular
Colombian megachurcheSafnas, Castafio, Pardo, and Rodrigoeald cemonstrate the
exi stence of the term 6gender ideology6 in
the gender perspective definition among the first pages of the deal but deleted this term
from the rest of the texThus, they removed the emphasis gender and the LGBTI

population as a victim of the armed conflict in the final peace agreement.
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CONCLUSION

In two months, he rightwing network led a welstructured campaign against
6gender ideologydé6 and identified the revis
and the ONobdb vote campaign as their polit
meanings, and contBous action against gender equality, the gender perspective, and the
peace agreement. Adiender acti vists organized a cam
gender to achieve Colombian peacepAstor Diego Rodriguepérsonal interview, July
14,2019asser ed, t he campaign agaithet 6bgénder hiod
promoting fearof the attackon traditional family values within public opinion. Anti
gender activists and the righti ng net wor k waved O0gender i
confuse pede with anxieties about the role of gender equality in education and peace.

The term 6égender ideologydéd was used as an
LGBTI population, gender equality policies, lifestyle, diversity, sexual orientation, and
gencer identity within antigender activisgroups

Si multaneousl!l vy, this campaign against 0
the rightwing networkusedto redefine their role as political actors in the education
system, peace negotiations, and Colomlpalitics. Their mobilizations against the
inclusion of 6gender ideol ogyd6 combined n
supportive 6di gi t2819)thatidistracted thegpdblic(plBhiscitedelsate e i n
two months before the elections aado demonstrated three main aspects of the
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6campai gn agai nshefirgasped & thahe adaens and grigvandes of
t he campaign against 6gender i deol ogyd we
conservative political representationdan t hei r per si stence to ac
They used their networks and | eadersd repul
proposals to the government and official institutions, even when thesgeanr and
antipeace arguments stigmatzwomen and the LGBTI population

The second aspect concerns hibwse key leaders understoibdtt he o0 gender
ideol ogyd messaging needed to identify anct
opinionbés emotions and prepasgonsiagaonst f o
ideol ogyd weaved Wtideasnbioah hwommgseauviaésty, |
to educate theirchildreme nd cont ested the governmentds ¢
gender and sexuality in education. Furthermore, the campaig g ai nst d&égender
in the ONod vote revealed the persistent f
new understandings of family, social norms, marriage, and autonomy. Therefore, this
Col ombi an <campaign agai nsac toogresndd e e ciodgenailtol
reputation to effectively escalate their claims to authorities.

The third aspect is thahis campaign framed meanings with implicit forms of
homophobia and exclusion of marginalized communities while perpetuating their beliefs
within potential voters to develop and support their political project: the political party
Colombia Justa Libres.

In conclusion,hebuildup of the campaign against 0gE€

privileged male sector of society, normalized exclusionarges, and promoted power
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disparities between decisiana k e r s and citizens t o reach
reactionary backlash political and religious conservative movements are always looking

for political opportunities that confuse public opinion wike news and disinformation

around human nature and social relations. Consequently, this campaign and its actors
required contentious episodes to demonstr

ideol ogyd messaging strategies.
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Chapter 4

THE CAMPAI GN AGAI NST OGENDER | CBAOLOGY®6 PR
MEDIA

The <campaign against 6gender i deol ogyo
strategyby taking advantage of the lack of the plebiscite campaigns regulation and
uncontrolled social media platforms in the National Electoral Council (Consejo Nacional
Electoral, CNE) Resolution 1733. The righing network opponent to the peace
agreement and the plebiscite was centered on a hybrid network of communicatipn (Lim
2018) that connected their cultural spaces, including schools, streets, Christian
evangelicalchurches, and digital activism workshép®cial media platforms such as
WhatsApp. As Monsignor Pedro Mercado, former secretary of the Colombian Episcopal
Conference of the Catholic Churgbe¢sonal interview, July 26, 201 %xplained, the
campaignagamt o6 gender i deology6 used the gender
the agreementso and preferred soci al medi a

This chapter analyzes how tihcidedithmp ai gn ¢
ONobd vote campaign created a O6privated dig
underi nt ernati onal expertséd guidance from P
findings from the archival creatiorand the set of 24 serstructured interviews with
former ministers, senator s, activists of t

of womends and LGBTI organi z atHlBspestadorand | o

13C



andEl Tiemporevealthatt he campai gn against O0gender i de
with private invitationin WhatsApp. These digital groups played a significant role in
reinforcing votersd connections thrsobugh erm
critical thoughts. The o0 paaf @dombian mainsteeanre mp ha s
media activated 0di291i9)thatdisputed the ingluaie of génder me n s |
perspective in the final agreement through fake news on WhatsApp. Toegakndilitias

had a defined audience and targeted them with primary but emotional content against
peace and gender while defending the repo:
cultural ideals.

Opponents to the plebiscite and the campaign againd gender i deol ogy
digital strategy to spread the righti ngés panic and persuade f
considered their historic battle against their internal enemies of society: communism,
homosexuality, and the FARC imaginaries for attagkihe family and jeopardizing
identity and nationhood. Their hybrid communication network strengthened gendered
social norms and static religious values and traditional thoughts around sexuality and
identity with uni fied 0 gaggm dcens, and dsynbdiso gy 6
intersected in their online and offline actiotditimately, the elite rightwing leaders
created a unified narrative against 6gende
meetings and digital networks.

According to my archivalcreationa n d my intervi ews, 6ge
narratives circulating on social media networks were based on Catholic frames of sex and

gender as 0gendeAdditiondllg cChristigryevangelical pastas like
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pastor Eduardo Cafas from the médgach Iglesia Manantial de Vidgpersonal
interview, July 4, 2019%xplained that his church used social media platforms to organize
activities and mobilize against the inclus
the technique of snowbaflamplingto recruit other potential followerkelped them
communicating within churchesupportersand antigender activists. As a result, social
media became their platform to expand their pastoral poerh permeateaational
politics.

However, this Colombian campaign agains
case in Latin America. Marcela Sdrez, director of the negovernmental organization
Colombia Diversa, scholar Franklin Gil Hernandez, and former Minister of Education,
Gina Parodygersonal interviews, July 4, July 9, and July 23, 2019; respeqtmegjyed
this digital campaign and itsybrid communication network amaported patterns from
Brazil, Peru, Argentina, and Ecuador, where -getider movements have developed
similar campaigns since the 90s. Indeed, they believed this Colombian campaign rode the
antrgender movement wave, digmg gender equality policies and inclusion of
minorities in political processes. This Colombian hybrid communication network
reinforced their connections with pliée and pro-family organizations working in
education and politics across Latin Ameri@multaneouslyd gender i deol ogy
became a blind spot for the government, the media, and women and LGBTI organizations.
Consequentl vy, this o6éprivated campaign rei
persuading specific potential adult and middiess voters against gendevhile, the

government promoted the inclusion of genglerspectives the final agreement.
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4.1 Online Campaigns, Offline Rules
When the plebiscite elections were approved in July 2016 to ratify the final peace

agreement betweendlgovernment and the FARC, Colombia was officially in a brief
period of electoral campaigns for two months. The National Electoral Council (Consejo
Nacional Electoral, CNE) created Resolution 1733 when the campaigns were already in
progress $eeAppendixB.4. TheCNE Resolution 1733 Accordingto the former CNE

judge Armando Novogersonal interview, July 24,2004t he f i r st rul e
process is to establish reliable rules for reliable results, but we had no rules, and there
were powerfus i gns t hat the plebiscite would be
campaigning was critical I n surveillance
the popular unrestricted social media contents. The CNE issued Resolution 1733 focused
on monitoring exclusively traditional media outlets such as radio, press, and television,
regulating the 2016 plebiscite elections organization, and imposing sanctions for
promoting votes within personal, verbal, or written private communication between
voters. Although this legal decision recognized the communication challenges of
campaigning, this official statement did not include any CNE supervision of social media
or verbal or written contents through personal communication about the plebiscite

campagns:

The set of provisions in this title is of particular importance due to the
nature of political campaigns of new parties and movements, increasingly
linked to the use of mass media to disseminate their messages and
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programs. $ee Appendix B.4. Natioral Electoral Council Resolution
(CNE) 1733 2016, p. 45)

Based on the growth of digital power in politics and this lack of regulation and
infrastructure to supervise digital plebiscite campaigns, the opposition created a digital
communication strategy.Social media networks played a significant role as
uncontroll able platforms for reinforcing Vv
reflections or critical thinking in political debates (Geo&é.eidner, 2019). Similarly,
the campaigreragdgaierndtogy¢denccl uded in the 6
polarized emotional plebiscite context as a political opportunity to penetrate the national
debate through an unregulated digital atmosphere. Monsignor Pedro Mercado, former
secretary of the ColombiaBpiscopal Conference of the Catholic Churgeréonal
interview, July 26, 2019 , explained that t he campaign
the gender perspective in the final agreem

Judge Novoagersonalnterview, July 24, 200)%believed the rightving political
networkcreatel communication channels through digital social networks, beneficial for
the plebiscite opposition and the failed electoral outcomes. Juan Carlos Vélez, former
senator and diet or of the O6Nod campaign in the p
(personal interview, July 7, 20),9explained his campaign had scarce resources to
support national activities in comparison

which had access the public budget and institutions. Senator Maria del Rosario Guerra
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from the rightwing political party Centro Democraticpdrsonal interview, July 18,
2019 indicated they disseminated their messages when traditional media outlets invited
them to nabnal debates. However, this campaign and Vélez were a popular target of
criticisms by the media, public opinion, and the political party Centro Democratico after
the elections in October 2016. Vélez publicly admitted in an interview in the newspaper

La Remblicat ha't the O6Nob6 vote campaign was t he

Col ombian history because it was focused o
|l ies. The O6Nod campaign segmented the publ
on the FARC impunity and Castr&€havismo (Ramirez Pragd® 0 1 6 ) . Al said th

were angry, and they tiedo ut t o v érsomal infekiéw, duly 7, 201Dut
the media criticized this campaign for the quality and truthfulness of facts. Vélez

indicatedd he ONod campaign di sseminated facts a

Power f ul advertisement pieces indicated
0Ti mochenkodé of the FARC)andwdso ki ||
convictedof committing these crimes, would be free #Would not go to

jail, and it is maybe something complicated to understand; that is very

strong, but this is a democracy. We all interpret things in some way. We

have studied it. | read it (the agreement), and | almost learned it by heart.

(J.C.Vélez, pesonal interview, July 7, 2019; translation mine)

e
ed
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Despite the public <criticisms against
campaign was t he fhadeveorgaeized. Framahis peaspegtine)theh e
probl em was n o torgahizawon i rathea thg peace agreement

inconsistencies in justice that promoted vV

The peace agreement did not talk or have a clear justice standard. Every

peace process should include justice for all, and there is no peace

agreenent in the world without justice. They (the government) must

incarcerate those who committed crimes against humanity, and there is

no forgiveness, that is a story invente
government) thought the capacity of forgiveness of peoglasn

country was immense when people did not have that capacity for
forgiveness.J.C.Vélez, personal interview, July 7, 2019; translation

mine)

The 6Nobd campaign revealed frames and m
i mpuni ty®o s haaneayangelical leaders a@dhactivistst af the campaign

against O0gender ideology6©6:

| called the church and said: we are going to pray for two months because

the peace agreement cannot be approved under the current conditions: it

was 70% in favor of the gudfas and 30% divided into 15% in turn of

the victims and the other 15B0 in favor
Canas, personal interview, July 4, 2019; translation mine)
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Pastor EdgacCastafio from theChristian evangelical Church Iglesia Bautista
Central and President of the Evangelical Confederation of Colombia (Confederacion
Evangelica de Colombia, CEDECO&lso was concerned about the role of justice in the

peace agreement:

Many thingsinthe peager ocess were done to win the
they (the government) were surrendering the country to FARC rebels. The

proof is now they (The FARC) are committing crimes; there were no

resources given them stability to become peasants with an askgded

portion to grow. It did not happen, and they said (the government) did not

comply with it. €. Castafio, personal interview, June 26, 2019; translation

mine)

The 6Nob6 campaign was aware that these i
Colombias 6 unequal society from wurban and rur
victims. The ONod campaign believed the go
with US $600 salary, U$520 for demobilizing, and U$2,080 for a productive project
(Vélez,persmal interview, July 7,2009. Thus, the debate was ar
committed all these crimes will be rewarded, and that is the message that people
per cei v epksondl Mt@oviesvzJuly 7, 201L9Vith the circulation of these ideas

inthepublc pl ebiscite debat e, the ONoO campaig

spread its messag#sat meant to distract from the core of the peace agreement and the



elections Vélez explained when he visited Apartad6 (Antioquia) near the Gulf of Uraba
intheror t hern Col ombi an coast; a | ocal <council
photo with OTi moc hen karedngols ancheducatian. Whieeshe a g e :
FARC would get financial benefits such as a basic income of around US$600 with the
age e me nt 0 pdrsunall imezview, July 7, 2019Later, Vélez indicated he
unintentionally posted this flyer on his Facebook profile, and his message went viral. He
explained that this post got 6 million 700 thousand visits and reposts before thatplebisc
elections. Although Vélez did not openly recognize the use of social media platforms or
any specific communication strategy of his campaign, this example showed the strategic
soci al media use with biased topdstoringon t he
the tangible goals pursued in the negotiations. AdditionSyator Guerrapersonal
interview, July 18,2019 i ndi cated that the OONobd campali
with citizens and took advantagei onft Fevifiha
of God. o

After learning ofthe victoryof 6 No 6 i n the plebiscite res.!
in the newspapdra Republicahow the plebiscite opponent®nducted this campaign.
According to Novoagersonal interview, July 24, 201 %élez revealed amid the victory
euphoria that experts from Panama advised
digital strategy to target specific publics; including elderly, women, and unemployed

citizens, to disseminate the O6Nod messages
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Thus,Cambridge Analytica used algorithms to segment population groups

and directly construct campaign messages with lies to provoke a strong

i mpression informing the voterdés voting
with fear and rage.A. Novoa, personal interwe July 24, 2019;

translation mine)

Judge Novoa has investigated the campai
opinion behavior on Twitter, Facebook, and
used @ powe rwhathappénedor tise Btexit kekerendum in Great Britain and
Donald Trumpso A WNAvba, persomgd antergiewp July 24, 2019).

However, this is a topic that has not been fully explored in Colombia. These
circumstances are not necessarily suggestmmginent censorship of the government on
social media or freedom of speech within electoral campaigns. Still, Novoa (personal
interview, July 24, 2019) highlighted that these technological resources affect democratic
decisionmaking processes, where the ttahprinciple is freedom, equality, and capacity

for discernment.

42 The 6Gender I deol ogyéd Communication Stra
Before the elections, the ngovernmental organization Misibn de Observacion

Electoral (MOE) reported the potential risks of disinformaticgssages circulating on
social mediaK. Hernandez, personal interview, July 22, 2019). Social networks were a

revolutionary component in the Colombian plebiscite, but the government, the media, and



womends and LGBTI or gani z aging pofitisal ancesoceal un a wa

costs. While the Colombian government spread information on the plebiscite elections

for the OYesd vote on traditional mai nstr
ideol ogyd mobilized i deas cnethods, imciuding conve
protests in the streets and digital campa
ideol ogyd did not use traditional media, ar

right-wing network knew the traditional mainstream newspdpers ack of attent |
6gender ideologyd inclusion due to the med
and soci al owner 6s i nterests.-govemammeathli na Mc
organi zation Cmal os and gaemntdiewi g td emfl otghyed , c abr
At hese n E&lEsppctagoandEl Tigmpo)are interested in topics which benefit
socially and politically their journalism labor, especially if there is an economic
arrangement. Thus, we (CaMoscoso, personalsnterviewh e me d
July 19, 2019) . Moscoso0bs sentiments towe
evangelical pastors and plebiscite opponents.

In Colombia, these newspapers are highly recognized as properties of two
powerful financial group. Santodomingo group and Sarmiento. These groups have not

participated directly in national politics. Instead, they have invested actively in President

NS

Clvaro Uribeds presidenti al el ections 1in
PresidentJuaMla nu el Sant os 6 sSeman&0086;latSilladvaciap0t4).2 014 (
However, activists against 6gender i deol og

corporate groups overlapped their interests, supporting the peace process and a final peace
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agreement with the FARC in 2016 to improve the national econdmgefo, 2016).
Likewise, Christian evangelical leaders such as pastor Edgar Castafio (personal interview,
June 26, 2019), argued the Colombian media have historically undermined their opinions

andinterventions in public debates:

The media has been used by the new world order to establish a new way

of thinking. That is different from everything, that is a whole global

conspiracy that encompasses the media, companies, sciences, technology,
andeve yt hing that exists to impose itself
appears in the apocalypse that wants to devour everything, and nobody

stops it. H. Pardo, personal interview, July 24, 2019; translation mine)

Foll owi ng past or m$ifm theoGhristtaa evahgeftical charchi t i c i -
Tabernaculo de Fe, pastor Castafergonal interview, June 26, 2Q18ghlighted that
most Col ombian media create opinions and a
Paradoxically, these Christian evangelicalstors labeled the media as a group of

influential people to dive ™(E Qastaioparsomhi enc e 0 ¢

I’Fake news are understood as fAnews article
and could mislead r eadep2ld. Theplodudiontoftfakek Ge n't

news depends on financial and ideological motivations: outrageous and fake stories that

go virald precisely because they are outragéopsovide content producers with clicks

that are convertible to advertising revenue. Orother hand, other fake news

providers produce fake news to promote particular ideas or people that they favor, often

by discrediting others (Allcott & Gentzkow
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interview, June 26, 20)9Moscoscand a anonymous activist of the campaign against
6gender paisenall irdegvievds, Jaly 19 and July 26, 2019; respecjively
suggested that the Col ombian government fi
strategies in the ©plebiscite campaigns. T
6gender i dvedothe angdjaGontergs! depended on private interests and their
close relationship with the LGBTI community. Thus, their deep mistrust of media
motivated the digital campai gnlais digbabi | di ng
campaign would mainly focus dheir reactionary backlagbwardpolitical and religious
conservative movement ideals and prevented mainstream media, the government, peace
negotiators, and negovernmental organizations from participatibigvertheless, these
elite rightwing actors §ll insist on the lack of a specific communication structure or
strategies to persuade votes CafiasE. Castafiol. Palacios; Anonymous leadds;
Patifio; personal interviews, July 4, June 26, July 11, July 26, and June 25, 2019;
respectively.

GinaParody, former Minister of Educatiopdrsonal interview, July 23, 2019
argued that the messages against the 6gend
were disseminated more massively on Facebook and WhatsApp groups two months

before the electim . This campaign was centered on

describe false stories spreading on social media,feks has also been invoked to
di scredit some news organizationsd critica
around fake newso (Tandoc Jr., et al., 201
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communi cat i on, 2008. tWrthothe kstéengthéningrof a righing network
constituted by parents, private schools with religious affiliation, politicians, and anti
gender ideology @aci vi sts in Col ombiadés main capital
ideol ogyd created WhatsApp groups. This s
popular chat apps with high penetration rates in the Global Sanuhis considered the
Apri mary oMenue aflorcomver sations and & i scuss
Milan, 202Q p.1). An analysis by Stephanie Chevalier (2019) indicated WhatsApp was
the most prevalenhstant messagingagomong mobi |l e users in Col ¢
of the 16 to 45yearol d respondents stated that they
2020 . What sAppubli @b o6mleanti f or natetadaantrolbedl f er s
environment for political di scussi on, pl ay
(Barbosa& Milan, 202Q p.1).

These activists discussed their fears f
school s and c hntatiod beeansé sf the peace agleement in these digital
social groups. Moreover, Christian evangelical pastors recogthattiese social media
platforms helped them mobilizing people in the protests against the education manual
Ambientes de Aprendizaigbres de Discriminaciéron August 10 in 2016. In Ibagué,
Pastor Diego Rodriguez from the church Iglesia Cristiana Biblica La padsgnal
interview, July 14, 2019contacted around 100 pastors. Later, Rodriguez met with
Osvaldo Ortiz, a popular YouTuband pralife activist, protector of the family, and

promoter of ethical principles from Bogotd. Both leaders organized and unified
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billboards postedhannersand recruited pastors in Ibagwépread their messages across
Colombia in a week.

Therefore,he di gi t al campaign against 6gend e
traditional emphasigrom media outletsbecause theyonneced virtually at local,
regional, and global levels (LR 0 18) . These hybrid networks
and religious routersd such as churches an

connections were made, collectivities were formed, and resistance was sustained (Lim

2018). In addition, thiscagmai gn used Oephemer al router so
net work apps | i ke WhatsApp and Facebook 1in
creative i n20l8 p.E4¢) ofdtheil movement ideals and gotdsconnect

followers Thus, these netwoskwvere cheaper than a traditional campéaigthe media.
Digital activism on these networks did not require significant financial support or
investment to circulate and permeate national political debates. These digital platforms
made information more avable for people to identify and unify their grievances and
collective action in the corporeal or physical world.

When activists were asked about the financial support to their national initiatives
to protest and escalate their proposals to the governiitenin the education manual
Ambientes Libres de Discriminacidfrom the Ministry of Education and the survey
Encuesta sobre Sexualidad en ni fYos, ni fas
Behaviors and Attitudes i)oonducted syheNagionall s, an.
Administrative Department of Statistiqg®epartamento Administrativo Nacional de

EstadisticaDANE), they avoided answering the topic. Instead, they emphatieed
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following: Planned Parenthood Federatiand the Ford Foundatiosupport feminists

financially with US$125 million annually; Bill and Melinda Gates and Warren Buffet

support feminism, andseorge Soros Center for Constitutional Rights, the Playboy
Foundati on, the Rockefell er FoemS3pielheigon and
support the gay lobby financialfC. Moscoso;H. Pardo;personal interviews, July 19

and 24, 2019; respectively. They pointed out that in Col
endorsed by Apure | ove and willlopbweér woft hp

national politics C. Moscosopersonal interview, July 19, 20119

These campaign against O0gender ideol ogy
political homophobia to fistructure experie
sexualitoy ( B& Weisg 2013 p2 ) . The campaign against 0 g

homophobia as a political force to mobilize potential voters of the plebiscite against the
Colombian advance LGBTI rights approved after 200i&n, this campaigsharel their
staticreligious values and traditional attitudes about sexuality (B&sweiss 2013.
Activists of the campaign against 6gender
patrimonial rights, the right to social security for sase& partners, marriage equality,

and child adoption by sansex partners (Buerdansen2 020) as O6potent i al
society. Therefore, the digital campaign
homophobia to strengthen heteronormativity, as an ideology that assumes binary
constuction of heterosexual difference, union, and patriarchal families as given (Runyan

& Peterson2014).
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Using this digital strategyChristian evangelical pastors have cleadgntified
their campaignbdés networ ks f rsonEdBrgCafiag t o t
from the megachurch Manantial de Vidaefsonal interview, July 4, 201@xplained
each of his churches is understood as a 0:¢
6cell &8 in Col ombi a. These dimésfsages ¢ongain 6 c el |
followers. The pastors used the technique of snowlgat transmit information over the
6gender ideol ogyd enemy between theb r chur
Similarly, pastor Pard@personal interview, July 24, 20l8cognizedhatany church
member could di sseminate messages from the
their preferred social network. For instance, some of his followers and affiliated pastors
chose Facebook; others, Twitter or Instagram. Then, thegachurches shared freely
meanings and frames of the peace plebiscite, gender, sexuality, and the agreement under
what they called fAa hand that guides us th
t hat encour agelsPardeslyly242089p i res us o (

Both pastors communicated their order s
plebiscite through their churches and social media platforms using the church power,
public reputation, and pastoral power. Pa&tmgo Rodriguez gersonalinterview, July
14, 2019 emphasi zed t hat believersd subordin
disciplinary control to promote unverified political ideas. Pastors with this power make
believers feel responsible for their management of collective lifewasilibeing. The
pastor can exert power due to moral ties within followers and promote obedience as a

centr al component to believersé conduct.
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because it is the law, but it is also his will (Dg20i0). Under thegaractices of guidance,
examination, and obedience, Christian evangelical pastors motivated individuals to get
into the 6gender i deology6 debate before t

is 6correctodo for their ensonmakigpracess. val ues i

4.2.1 Frames and Meanings

The <c¢l aimed i mposi ti onbythd candpgighradamst | de o
6gender ideologyd to indoctrinate the soci
were transfor med i ntaofor Gapmviath eulturedaschevaytoo gy 6 d «

redefine heterosexuality as an institution. Christian evangelical leaders led the campaign
against oO6gender ideology, 6 defining gender
this campaigd messages in the natial plebiscite debate from a Catholic perspective.
Thus,the6é g e n d e r canpaguiicarrgcslyuse® gender 6 instead of
political and social relations. | fourtdrough my archival creatianh at Senat or Gu
claims were suppted with articles and handwriting notes that combined points of view

from the Catholic Church and academic articles from Law studies, Psychology,
Philosophy, and Feminism.

Accordingtotheses enat or Guerrabds archives, sex |
that defines man and woman with irrefutable biological and sexual dichotomies
(Catholic.Net 2016). Meanwhile, gender is tied to linguistics in terms of masculine,
feminine, and neutral (Catholic.Net 2016). The opposition to the plebiscite used gender

asaimeans of power an dl199,0Modakl994;cvanDijkia88; 0 ( L as
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as citedin Tameryanetal2019) against the governmentos
and particular condition in individuality (Presidencia de la Republica de Colp2ei&).
The government assert wehkn thelipeoposed trevisal ther is |
education manual of school$Sde Vargas Trujillg 2007, as citedin Figure B3.
PowerPoint Presentatiarf the Education Manual Revisioworkshop organized by the
Ministry of Education of Colombi&016).

Anti-gender activists distorted this social construction of gender as an opportunity
for men and women to Oswitchdé and choose
identities anytime K. Castafip C. Moscosg personalinterviews, June 25 and July 19,
2019: finow, | am in a hetero 0 | e, now | am in a bisexual r
(Catholic.Net2 0 1 6) . Senat o rfrontantielasandndtes framrthe Gatholie s
Church and academic articlehhi ghl i ght t hat 6gender i de
heterosexuality equivalent to homosexual, lesbian, bisexual, and undifferentiated
(Catholic.Net 20 16) . Thi s campai gnos Catholic | €
heterosexuality fas t heentation] familynliferandasbcialmo d e o
relations, as the current | & PbtasgRohd).Mhec model
campaign agai nst 6gender i deol ogyo sought
essentialize the binary sex differences for a collectigtional identity and gendered
individuals As Adrienne Rich (1980) analydeheterosexuality is a cultural, political,
and social phenomenon without specific borders that goes beyond the sexual preference

of individuals:
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Heterosexuality is presumed as & x u a | preference of most
but also an economic and political question about the role of women to

produce and reproduce the capitalist system in marital sex, maternity, and

childcare. (Rich, 1980, p. 632).

The imposition of heterosexualty nf i | t rati ng the O0gender
claims justified patterns and norms to pro
economic systems. These frames started to block social and legal reforms that affect
women and minorities and margirmdi communities like the LGBTI population
(Garbagnoli 2016). The dualistic reinforcement of stereotypes then goes beyond the
social conception of relations to the sexual division of labor and equal representation of
individuals in politics due to their ddrences (Richl 9 8 0) . This digital
messaging circulation suggested an emotional debate on interactions with other
communities that lacked protection and recognitaord polarized opinions within
potential plebiscite voters. This digital activisstimulated a new order with repressive
statements against gender and sexuaditich permeatethstitutions and public policies.

Based on this creationof meanirgg t he 6gender  thedigitall ogy o
campaign also defined icons, symbolgagonists, and protagonists of their aggnder
crusade to achieve their goals (L.iBD18). These frames created meanings simplifying
gender and sex as 0 c owmnmoetwork in thencopmedl armdf t he
digital worlds.The campaign againsige nd e r i deol ogy 6 -wgrtraye:

|l eaders as 6iconsd of a pervasive idea aga



of their dispute against o6égender ideologybo

this campaign constructedhybrid network of communication to defeat the government

with recognized O6antagonistsd and O6protagoao

identify or reject them with their emotions, ideals, and political thoughts. In these framed

meaningsagainste x and gender, the government was

to the Col ombian familyés | acwngedyacmns,ot ect i

including former President Uribe, former attorney general Ordofiez, and pastors Cafias,

Pardo,andRodr 2 guez, became the most reputabl e ¢

prevention of any inclusion 6gender ideol o
By using the established hybrid communication networks, the campaign against

6gender i de ol o gdyefite af rigtiwing teaders diseeminatet unified

frames and meanings against sex, gender, sexual orientations, and gender identities for

peace. Tie rightwing network leaders started to record videos and organize their archives

for campaigning activitie (E. Patiig Anonymous activistpersonal interviews, June 25

and July 26, 2019; respectivelyccording toEdgar Patifio, former President of the

Colombian Association of Christian Schools (OBERgrsonal interview, June 25,

2019, the primary sourcesf @anti-gender ideology activistaere scholars, experts,

families, and prdife associations, who were also participants of their national network.

6Gender ideologyd meanings blended diverge

politics, and social tations from diverse social science disciplines (Benfaedegerber

2012) . I n doi ng s o, t he campai gnos frame

experience, guidktheir action, and establisd meanings (Lim2018) In this case, for
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gender in the peagaebiscite elections. In sum, thesamesabout sex, gender, sexual
orientation, gender diversity, and traditional social nofjotified, dignified, and
animated collective action (Tarro& 0 1 1) . One of the key actors
and sharing a unified O0gender i deol ogyd n:
meetings, and digital activism.

My analyss of the most frequent themes mentioned by formigiisters, senators,
religious | eader s, activists against 6gen

LGBTI organizations suggestanalignment of narratives to contest the inclusion of

6gender ideologyd6 within t hecaspaprpaganster s fr
6gender i deol ogy. 6 Key &elite actors compo
publicly to the ONobd vote andThisreaupwaa mpai gn

composed ofright-wing senators Maria del Rosario Guerra from thetipal party
Centro Democratico and pastor Jhon Milton Rodriguez from Colombia Justa Libres, the
Christian evangelical pastdfs Eduardo Cafias, Edgar Castafio, Diego Fernando
Rodriguez, and Monsignor Pedro Mercado, former secretary of the Colombian Elpiscopa

Conference of the Catholic Church.

16 Pastors Eduardo Cafias, Héctor Pardo, and senator Jhon Milton Rodriguez are
publicly remgnized for their leadership in megachurches. These three pastors
participated in the renegotiation of the first version of the final peace agreement
between the government and the FARC in November 2016, after the rejection of
Colombians in the plebiscite.
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Another group composed of religious and active promoters of the campaign
agai nst Ogewaleer padeolodywat or Pardo and ac
ideol ogyd as Edgar Pati o, sbcattomad Chridiane si den
Schools (Asociacion Colombiana de Colegios Cristianos, OBED), Catalina Moscoso,
director of the nomgovernmental organization Amalos, an anonymous activist, and Lila
Palacios, President of the International Network for Family andc&imun (Red
Internacional por la Familia y la Educacién, RIFE). Interestingly, former Minister of
Education Gina Parody was part of this group due to her use of the language, words,
frames, and meanings associ at e dexpdrignte 6gend
and rejection regarding this campaign. Her repetitive use of key topics and narratives to
oppose t he campaign against 6gender i de
dissemination, and positioning of these ideas across public opinion befetedtiens.

These unified themes and narratives usedhiet campai gn against
ideol ogyd perceived that the gender per spe
manual Ambientes de Aprendizajei br es de D iam dhe ifiml peace i - n 6
agreenent as a target to contest the relocation of gender in the Colombian political
agendaLikewise,Guerra and her political party also had a specific framing and meaning
for 6gender ideol ogyd ideas and o6gender ¢
coinaddedwi t h t he statements of activists of t
According tgoenhdeerr nateend,og§@ 6 woul d el i minat

womenos cont r i bSeaAppendix Rigore Dsl&Compardtive Tdble of
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Meanings betwen Gender Perspective and 6Gender |
Rosari o Guekxrabds Archives

Therefore, Guerraods articl ewippmetwotked 1| de
publicly. 060Gender ideol ogyo i deas are fr.
jeopardizes the traditional constitution of societies and gendered binary roles of women
and men, promotes an individualistic perspective of human rights, minimizes the
womends role in reproducti on, and approve:
Novog 20120 ( See article O6DiddeGeéneraylaldeelogifade | a F
G®ner o, 6-Nowa 20a2; dpages 345 and 34B)Right-wing leaders of the
campaign against 6gender ideologyd portray
betrays materty andreproductive rights angrioritizes the raising o€hildren as the
most significant role of women (Told Garraiag 2020). This distortion of the gender
perspective in the revision of the education manual and the final agreement reflect a
narrativef o r the backl ash against womends part
political debates that directly impacted them (Tofdgarraiag 2020).

The campaign against 6égender ideology6é6
unequal gender roles congtdied in Colombian politics and conservative sectors.
Therefore, these frames and meaniwmpg of 06g

key actors to justify their interests for the perpetuation of a-nghg elite male power

17 Article is available on the website:
http://www.scielo.org.co/pdf/dika/v21n2/v21n2a02.pdf
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while diminishing the reognition and inclusion of women and minorities in
peacebuilding decisions. As a result, these activists considered any individual who
defends gender equality in social relation
but t hese ¢ iotdcensideed fentnists(@athalidete2016). Consequently,

these frames and meanings within the Agirig network of the campaign against
6gender ideol ogyo provoked onl i ne and 0
communication network wittt oncr et e O0gender i deol ogyd ne
politics connected elite leaders with their followers, who were also potential plebiscite

voters across the country. Ministers, journalists, andgawernmental organizations

argued these frames and anengs lacked validity and intentionally circulated their
campaignbés soci al media networks before el
messaging was a blind sgdot the government, women and LGBTI rights activists, and

the mediathat complemented aet of fake emotional news around the plebiscite

oppositionwhich theyconsideredhreateningo Colombian society.

422 A O0Privated Campaign with Fake News
Politicianswhd ed t he O6Yesd vote campaign suppo

perspective inthegpace agreement and believed the op
and the digit al.TipelfoamerfMinistensf &ducatiomrRadefsonal

interview, July 23, 2019argued therightvi ng net wor k fAconstructed
animportantme e ment . |1t was deci si v ewingycampagn cons ol

depended on networks that spread fake news otiilateare describedas nwhol | 'y f al
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or containing deliberately misleading el emi
(Boungyru et al, 2017 p. 8, as cited inBakir & McStay, 2018 p. 154-155). The fake
news before the plebiscite elections encompassed four thipicss t , OLaw Roy Be
(Ley Roy Barreras) referencing senator Roy Barreras from thewiglgt political party
Partido de la U and supporter of the peace plebjss#sond, the Castr@havismo
regi mebdbs iimposition; t hird, the FARC i mpu
inclusion in the final agreement . The OL:
Co | o mb etiementdpension was a government transaction to support the FARC
financially after the peace negotiations. Senator Roy Barreras from thewnght
political party Partido de la U argued this information was spread to around 4,000
Colombians before thelgbiscite elections. When Barreras and the government noticed
this set of contents, he tried to confront these chains of digital messages with Clara Lépez,
former Ministry of Labor and Social Protection, through social media, official press
releases, andemws stories on traditional mass media. However, Barrgrassdgnal
interview, July 12, 2019 i ndi cated t hat At was insuff
emotional reactions. o

Minister Cristo and senator Barrergmefsonal interview, July 11 and 12, 2019;
respectively also indicated another set of fake news about how the FARC would take
Col ombi abs political power . 060Ti mochenkod w
by small coves with millions of dollars, which could deviate the 2018 presidential
electiors . However, fithe FARC only had 50,000 v

el ections f or gesong ntergiesvoJuly 1B, 201 Baereras sdentified
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former President Uribe as the most promine

6great communicatordo who connected Col ombi

Furthermore, editor Marisol Gémez frdeh Tiempo(personal interview, July 11, 2019

highlighted that before the elections in public opinion were massive chains ofge®ssa

on What sApp repeati-@gavihembuzegiome: @ Cawe r 6

going to become Venezuela (Vamos a ser <co

claims also included contents warning vot e

throph the 6dgender i deologydé i mposition in t
Through aalyzing these circumstances around fake news from the perspective of

Claire Wardle (201,7as citedn Bakir & McStay, 2018), ths set of fake news represent

what the opposition cordgred the tripartite threats to Colombian society: the FARC

vi ol ence i mpuhiatvyi,s mohde réeCaismer,o0 and communi s

ideol ogyd ideas with Oo6homosexualizationd c

connections between mediantents and misleading contexts. This information mixed

genuine facts with incorrect contextual information and misled information to harm the

peace agreement and the government negotiator. This fake news was one of the main

components that disrupted timeat i on all pl ebiscite debate fr

concrete proposals. In the past, Colombian political deb#tesned potential voters and

were led byopinion leaders, elites, and traditional mainstream mdeidi€rnandez,

personal interview, JulyZ 2019. Nowadays, digital movement building and social

activism are taking advantage of the immedi&#/hours of information with full access,

and low costs.
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Mor eover, media outl etsd negative reput
religiousownership conditions decreases their public reputation. Fake news emerged as
a strategy of the opposition to remind emotional and controversial debates within a long
term armed conflict with anonymity and less inhibited online people (BakitcStay;
2018). Following a globalized tendency, creators of the plebiscite fake news anticipated
Colombians would easily engage with these contents. Thus, these contents would increase
Ami sinformati on, understood as ttomandnadver
di sinformation with the deliberate creati ol
(Bakir & McStay, 2018 p.159). By using fake news, people tended to have a
6conf i r maR. Baorarasdeisana itenfiew, July 12, 20119 Afaniousnconsc
propensity to search for, favor, recall, and interpret information in a way that confirms
their previous beliefs and hypotheses while giving disproportionately less attention to
alternativep 0 s s i b(Aldaad etial2@18 p.42).

The fake newsarratives portraying political and social transformations of society
suggested Colombians would be losing their national identity for pbacegh the
FARC as Oterrorists,® but winners of the g
with the Castr-Chavismo coinciding with their massive 2.4 million of Venezuelans
displacement (ACAPS2020), and the conservative unity of the family defeated by the
propagation of homosexuality that would require the religious andwigg political
intervention inpublic institutions and policies. Fake news crystallized a list of collective
imaginaries, fears, and ranges to dispute their votes against the govehmérigto,

personal interview, July 2011, 201®Vhile fake news circulated on public opinion, the
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government O6trust ed 06 ElIgspectadodaneEl TSemponvitbthesr pub | i
final victory in the elections. For Barrergge(sonal interview, July 12, 201 ®ne of the
surveyso6 inconsistencies was toAethalttime k of a
people would not even share their final vote decision. In fact, Jhon Torres, edior of
Tiempo,commented on this phenomenon by sayimgrsonal interview, July 3, 2019
Athere were people who, d e s pniefitsealsa thoeghtr  unde
overt he costs that Col ombia would assume for
According to pastobDiego Rodriguez [fersonal interview, July 14, 201 %he
Christian evangelical church was one of t hi
in legitimating fake newsdistorted contents. Rodriguegefsonal interview, July 14,
2019 alleged that the church disseminated confusing chains of digital messages that
mixed truths with lies on the WhatsApp and Facebook profiles of recognized pastors.
Indeed, pstor Cafas rememlaerhe and his wife, prophet Fulvia Arboleda de Cafias,
participated in a 6committeed witdfthe he pas
right-wing political party Colombia Justa Libres. They were in charge of organizing and
ordeing pastors to disseminate information across Latin American countries through a
WhatsApp chat group. As a result, fake news circulation in these hybrid communication
networks raised concerns within pastors of different Christian evangelical churches
acros the country. Rodriguepdrsonal interview, July 14, 201Bighlighted that pastors
were concerned about the truths and quality of the information regarding gender and
sexuality before the plebiscite elections. The restricted WhatsApp gticaipsequire

private invitation weres pr eadi ng massi ve fake news and
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6intimated disinformation campaign also d
national Christian evangelical church&s CastafipD. Rodriguez personal interviews,

June 26 and July 14, 2019; respectiyeBigital networks helped to assemble the rght

wing | eaders with followers for combating
positions in the campaign agai nsbodrigugzender i
explained he left this campaign after the massive protests in August 2016 that he helped

to organize:

The O6gender ideologyé6 message was turni
with discriminatory statements that could harm the LGBT population, the
nortgovernmental organizations that protect Colombian minorities, and

the 6Yesd vote supporters. Thus, I pref
my foll owers about the peace agreement
based on the bibleD( Rodriguez,personal interview, July 14, 2019;

translation mine)

Indeed, pastor Castafipgfsonal interview, June 26, 2Q1&so described how
What sApp and Facebook groups with 6gender
relationships due to their different perspectives of their vote in the plebiscite and the

exi stence of O0gender ideologydé in the peac



The churchwas resent f ul and estranged from i
going to argue about those things about
focus on what is ours, the love of Gashdhuman respectE({ Castario,

personal interview, June 26, 2019; translation mine)

Additionally, pastorCastafexplained thathey were also victims of technology.
He accused the LGBTI community of rejectin
and hacking the Evangelical Confederation of Colombia (Confederacion Evangelica de
Colombia, CEDECOL) website with explicit sexual images. However, there is no
evidence of this cyberattack.(Castafiopersonal interview, June 26, 2019

These circumstances suggestthaae nder | deol ogy 6 messagin
were powerful andhad a lasic and unified structure to mobilize emotions and opinions.
According to Fabian Hernandez, coordinator of the media research in the non
governmental organization Misién de Observacién Electoral (M@&rsonal interview,
July 22, 2019 the author of d@jital chains spread by WhatsApp tends to be unknown.
The sender is a legitimate source of information, such as a family member or close friend
of the receptor@. Parody,personal interview, July 23, 2019hese WhatsApp chains
of information followed a&ipt to attract targeted audiences: elderly, retired people, and
relatives from the middelass, with low academic background and scarce skills or
abilities to identifyfake newsandits dissemination. The chain messages tend to follow

this structure:
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Hello (family member), (name of a friend), who works in (any

organi zation of I mportance and reliabil
office) tells me that (any plausible data in a tone of concern) a candidate
IS meeting with the systems manager to balaxtee ct i on s . My sourc

friend is reliable because he/she works directly in (name of the institution)
-with a tone to reinforce the plausibility of the facaunt/uncle (or
relative) it seems to be vesgrious. So, tell everyone there at home (an
actud physical place where you are daily) and tell everyone what i& so. (
Hernandez, personal interview, July 22, 2019; translation mine)

The nongovernmental organization MOE detected that this set of fake news
circulating in the digital campaign agaitssg e nder i deol ogy 6 had a c¢
logic of communication: a targeted specific adult group of potential voters, the sender
was a reliable source, relative, or friend considered an opinion leader for the recipient,
and the message seemed temhaorsed by official institutions and authorities that offered
facts and reliable information. Simultaneously, these contents identified by the MOE
tended to spread a fearful and frightened imminent tone in the contents. The fake news
had an i mmpbkdtané that engagechibie recipient quickly with basic language
thatwase ndorsed by their senders6 confidence ¢
recipients of the information are active actimekingto frame and create new meanings
ofanymont ent against 6égender ideologyd ideas
armed conflict, personal background, religious, cultural, and intellectual knowledge.

This chain of digital messages against gensleggested and proposed specific
national political context framings. However, there is still no empirical evidence of their

consequencesn the audience and their voting behavior. This digital campaign against
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6gender i deol ogy O0todissemigatfake mewds, wwhoaldeady mighg r o u p

be skeptical and indifferent to peace negotiations after ten failed historical processes.

Also, recipients of fake news could experience different types of connection with peace,

the FARC trajectory in Colombiapolitics, the role of gender, and social media.
Consequently, fake news of the opposition to the plebiscite confronted an active group of
adult voters to rely on their sources6 tru
The resistance creatéake news to target an audience unexperienced about the scope,
effects, and verification of social media platforms contents. At the same time, the
campaign for the O6Nob6b vote and against 0 ¢
unexperienced social medaadiences into unintentional transmitters of disinformation.

This What sApp chain of messages against t he
agreement generated a digital and brief <co
The intersectin of these circumstances and the creation of a specific style and
communication strategy in opposition to th

messaging was a blind spot for the government, the women and ILé&&dnizations,

and journalists thadid not unpack these campaign meanings and frames timely before

the elections. They did not decode, elucidateinvestigate in depth the structure and
functional |l ogic of t :hcententiausngctionsg thesidternaln s t r u
debates and gaabf the rightwing network to contest the peace agreement, the specific
construction of offline and online strategies, and their methods for persuading and
dividing potential voters into segments from different national contexts through digital

media plafiorms such as religion, political parties, and education. After a-tiemg
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conflict, the key actors of the plebiscite debate thought Colombians would vote for peace
Still, t hey did not deci pher how this O6gender
development of a fair plebiscite election, expanding the stigmatization of minorities and
homophobia in national politics. This Colombian case also suggested how WhatsApp
groups connected the countryo6és urban and r
arms t hat | acked government al assistance t

social problems.

4.2.3 An Imported Communication Pattern
According to former ministers, directors of agavernmental organizations, and

schol ar s, the campaignd6és communication st
imported pattern of similar transnational actions from rigimg networks and religious

leades during Latin American democratic processbt Sanchez;Gil Hernandez

Parody personal interviews, July 4, 9, and 23; respectiyelyis campaign is considered

a Orepetitive f orgneunldeed tnhoavte nmreind essd twhaesr ea mrtei:
policies to promote gender diversity, equality, and inclusieh $anchezpersonal

interview, July 4, 201P The Colombian campaign connected through WhatsApp with
international antgender movements and campaidghs: instanceMoscoso, director of
thenongov er nment al organization Cmalos and act
ideol ogy, 6 hmgi nbetehne pWhratiscAppptgr oups 0Gend:
(No m8s ideolog2?2a de g®nero) and O0Ameri ca f

latestgroupwas created by a mother concerned about the risks and effects of gender
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ideology in society. Moscogpersonal interview, July 19, 201&plained that the group
060Gender |l deol ogy No Mored has 34 particip
participants, including reputable activists, popular politicians, opinion leaders, friends,

and prelife and pro-family followers. All participants are people engaged in education

and combating what t hey 0 expamson(@.eMoscosoh e O ger
persoml interview, July 19, 2019).

The dynamics of these WhatsApp groups also reveal the consolidation of a
transnational elite network of power. Edgar Patifio, former President of the Colombian
Association of Christian Schools (OBED) and activist Moscqersinal interviews,

June 25 and July 19, 2019; respectiyebxplained these digital conversations against
6gender i de ol ogiypvibed andverified &okowers| prdfesstbnals, and
participants of meetings and plite andpro-family congresseand meetings organized

by antigender movements and campaigns from Argentina, Perd, Ecuador, Chile,
Uruguay, Panama, Costa Rica, and Colombia. These Latin American digital networks are
then composed of clusters of righing leaders that tend to come frarppermiddle
classes and elites, with high levels of education, some form of authority, and political
power in their regional contexts. For instance, Paf@osonal interview, June 25, 2019
highlighted that Fabricio Alvarado, a popular former presidéotindidate of Costa Rica,

and the lawyer Beatriz Mejia from Perl are some of the social media group participants.
Mor eover, these activists of the campaign

recognized that these digital chains of messages keeppamte updated on activities,
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articles, massive manifestations, protests, meetings, among otheiRatjfo; C.
Moscosg personal interviews, June 25 and July 19, 2019; respeqtively

WhilethisColombianc a mp ai gn agai n sconnectgdemtlsinglar i de ol «
Latin American antgender activistsWhatsApp groups disseminated networks of fear,
Aa terrain upon which f ak20818p.22\ for Masamdo,i f er a't
these digital groupsvere i mp |l ement ed-p laast ffooansntfear criti
Colombianantigenderact i vi st s participate in online
abortion rights with the green tide movement. Then, Mosqosis@nal interview, July
19, 2019 explained that by organized counter answers with the blue tide of Christian
evangel i cal groups called oO6Letdés save both
WhatsApp groups were key platforms to dispute what cases that the campaign against
6gender i difeedWwith grgeit consideration to nourish their public agenda:
abortion rights, femini st di scour s e, WO n
comprehensive sex education, and the deconstruction of the family shaping a
transnational Latin American agenda (OlreeiKalil, 2018; E. Patifig C. MoscosQ
personal interviews, June 25 and July 19, 2019; respeqtividlg Colombian campaign

al so connected to the Spanish network agse

CitizenGo!®

18 CitizenGois a community of active citizens who work together, using online petitions

and action alerts as a resource, to defend and promote life, familyhentg. We work

to ensure that those in power resgeect man di gni ty an@itizenGadi vi duae
influences institutions, governments and organizations in 50 differenttrigsun

(CitizenGo, 2020)
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These transnational and digitahetworks of communication filtered their
participants regarding their commitments, engagement, and affiliation witiyearder
movement s and campaigns against 6gender
participants must be associated with a church or haabke eind closed relationship with
their religious leaders. Using this hierarchy of power to centralize communication, these
right-wing key actors create a virtual society with specific roles and rituals on what to
communicate and who can spread any dismMills, 2003). Then, these narratives
transmitted power and knowledge of certain elite actors with status and recognition that
determined who can talk and who must listen (Mi#803). These righwving digital
campaigns established a vertical commatiamn structure and altered gender knowledge
in 6dogmas. 6 Specific international aut hor
charge to speak. The articulation of these transnational digital networks and online
strategies construct a hierarchicammunication of political and religious authority in
the Colombian campaign.

Using this centralized power and knowledge of righihg leaders indigital
networksand WhatsApp group$or disseminatingake news, this campaign persuaded
and attracted thenierest beyond righwing religious believers, churches, and activists.

These transnational campaigns also attracted parents, teachers, scholars, and schools, who
ended up being potential voters in democratic processes andl shacial group

identity, a membership, and an ideology as a digital social movement (Befnett
Segerber2 01 2) . Consequentl vy, the O6gender i deo

Col ombi an campaign a g a create tonnécpdness, etrest | d e 0 | «
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relationships, and kndedge mediation (BarbogaMilan, 2020). In sumthe rightwing
net work weaponized gender to prevent a fin
WhatsApp,who spread misleading content across the country (Dimen&ei®). For

instance, Parodyighlighted that in her role as Minister of Education, she publicly

reported an attorney gener al of fice empl o)
ideol ogyd around t he educ apersanalintereiewulaly i n s
23, 2019. Thesed i gi t al militias can even work at

of ficial institutions and are focused on

sociopolitical and economic ideals (Dimenst&619).

These messagesirculating on WhatsApp networkdlurred any alternative
political imaginaries of gender equality and strengthened digital activism the organization
of the campaigndés act iGComeactivitygnadigitalsptatforing e nd e r
facilitates thetransnational communication of riglving networks People connect
throughcommonlifestyles, the immediacy of their responses, and their connectedness
with éprivated or Opersonalizedd groups ba
passions, and feelings against particidhared grievances (Barbo&aMilan, 2020).
Hence, rightwing networks make their followers believe that they could immediately

achieve their campaignsd goal s t hR0d8.gh t hei



CONCLUSION

In aglobalizzdworld, social networks hawadtered the power, meaning, and value
of traditional media. According to editor Marisol Gomez frdh Tiempo(personal
interview, July 11, 2019 , Aiwe are in a real crisis, an
super effectiveos oc i al net works. o Howevenypartofoci al r
the story behind he O Nod vote Vvi ctsoccesofitsmewdigigal pl ebi s
actions modified ajender movement buildingnd rightwing networking across Latin
America Gender was strategically framed i n a
contentious action at the political core anfxieties surroundingamily and sexual
difference. The campaign against gender ideology also questioned potential voters about
gender as a structural component that could define Colombian society due to the final
agreement changing traditional gender noim&(l Hernandezpersonal interview, July
9, 2019.

The plebiscite oppositionnderscored e nder as an O0&imottii mantad @
topic in the offline and online worlds. The frames, meanings, performances, icons, and
symbols of this campaign against o&égender i
6gender ideologyd took adyvafromthggovemrentt he | a
about the prominence of gender and the gender perspective for the construction of a
peaceful society. Despite the igro ver nment al organi zations©o
warning voters about the circulation of fake news and disinformatiorménestream
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media was disconnected from gender issues online. Hence, the media outlets should also
reflect on their role in covering the plebiscite campaigns and reputation as the
government 6s allies.

Thi s digital campaign agdai @aditgiotgaeln dmir |
(Dimenstein 2019) composed of righwing key actors, such as former presidents,
political parties, private schools, and activists against the final agreement in restricted
What sApp groups. Thi s 0,2010)tpunsehted the public ancy 6
debate through social media platforms to prevent an agreement with the FARC and
implement the gender perspective. The circulation of fake news and disinformation was
a communication strategy i n whichandbgender
overlapped with the tripartite threats to Colombian society defined by the opposition.

The O6privated digital campaign against
confrontingwhoever wasgainst their political and religious ideals and goals. Theidhybr
communi cati on net wor k agai nst 6gender i de
recognition andthe inclusion of women and the LGBTcommunity in the final
agreement. This campaign also used digital media platforms to spread moral panic of
communism, homaxuality, and the FARC in national politics. With basic and concise
messages on WhatsApp, the private campaig
homophobia and unequal participation and recognition of women and minorities in the
peace agreement and eleas. This Colombian case suggests the urgent need to debate
the protection of privacy, data rights, and felsecking during political campaigns and

digital activism. Otherwise, righting networks and transnational movements will
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identify these politicalopportunities in local and national contexts to exert their
contentious repertoires, assuming a biase

interests and prevent gender policies.
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Chapter 5

MEDIA BLIND SPOTS: HOW NEWSPAPERS, THE GOVERNMENT, AND
THE WOMEN AND LGBTI ORGANIZATIONS OVERLOOKED THE
DIGITAL CAMPAI GN AGAI NST OGENDER | DEOLOGYO® ANI
MESSAGES

The two most popular Colombian newspapEtsEspectadorand EI Tiempo,
openly supported the 6Yesd vote in the ple
August 24 and October 2, 2016. The content analysis of 301 randomly selected news
stories, my argival creation and my set of interviews demonstrated how both
newspapers tended to use an optimistic tone about the historical election for peace. This
chapter examines how the campaign against
mainstream mediaosirces that complemented fake news around the tripartite threats to
Col ombi an society: t-GQlavimpmosd trieoqi md drmhme OO
FARC impunity to participate in Colombian
i deol ogy 6 and poléod. urwa montbsnbefore the elections, the campaign
against 6gender ideologydé took advantage of
the lack of infrastructure and regulation of social media campaigns in the National
Electoral Council (Gnsejo Nacional Electoral, CNE), and the lack of concrete
explanations on the peace agreement before the elections.

The communication style and the technical information productiorElin

EspectadoandEl Tiempoended up overlooking the scope, goals, dbjes, and effects
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of this O6gender ideologyd messaging for gel
former Minister of Education Gina Parodpefsonal interview, July 23, 201 9El
Espectadorand El Tiempo lacked investigation They misseddiggingon d&égender
ideol ogyd narratives circulating in public
on uncontrolled social media platforms before the elections. Instead of covering victims,
survivors, and minorities who experienced the armed conflith, ivewspapers framed
the plebiscite in a confrontational coverage, emphasizing political disputes between elite
right-wing politicians such as former President Alvaro Uribe and former attorney general
Alejandro Ordofiez against the government and the &gatement with the FARC.
Moreover, the confrontational coverage transformed the political elites into the most
frequent news stories source. These elites were active supporters of the campaign against
6gender . & dEb é&heigrgpstatidn, statusnd positionalityto strengthera
repetitive negative tone about the gender perspective in the media contents against the
final agreement. The scarce media attentio
of the 301 randomly selected plebiscite newsietoin both newspapers suggested the
lack of media preparation to cover gender issues. Their news stories ended up repeating
the same negative language of the opposition and redefining their political identity in
Colombian politics.

The Agendssetting ad frames ofEl Espectadorand E | Ti elehisoité s
information indicated that the rigiting network used the confrontational coverage as a
0 s oingnbdard® o f homophobia for contesting the

policies in the final agreementhTe c a mp ai-wginndgs Ireiagdhetr s agai n:¢
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ideol ogyo consolidated t heir transnati one
emotional reactions over factual and critical political debates. This disconnection between
traditional me dtal eampaigns and ifs pigiing @etwerks prdposgs

future analyses of the traditional mass media redefinition for surveillancthamsted

forveri fication of political struggles that
public interests, angburnalism mission.

Furthermore, the audience waited for a prompt and articulated statement regarding
this disinformation campaign against 06gend
womends and LGBTI rights act iridconsmurgcatan s o mi s
network and online campaigns connecting sociopolitical and cultural effects to fears
about the FARCO6s-Chmagemardbedhomogchasbri a, and
Minister of Education, Gin&arody personal interview, July 23, 201®xplained that
the government ended up wusing At he same | :
counterstrategies to explain the significance of this historic vote for the inclusion of
women and minorities after 52 years of armed conflldtus politicd actors and
institutions are now beingcalled to revise regulation policies of digital contents for
political campaigning, the construction of public communication strategies, the definition
of their audiences and access to rural and urban areas, amktbetechnical language
to prevent the instrumentalization of gend

categories within religious and political elites for discrimination.
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51 The Newspapersod6 Agenda and Media Regul at

In the globalization era, newgpears are still considered the main gatekeepers to
the public debate and the primary agesdters of political deliberation (Blagbrsten

2013; Skogerb& Krumsvik, 2015; Vonburet al.,2016,as citedn Sjgvaag& Pedersen

2019 p.216), while socialm#i a only makes echo of tradit:.i

& Shehata2017; as citedin Su& Borah 2019 p. 236-237). According to Maxwell

McCombs (2014), Athe media agenda helps pu

decide which issues are mostimportt . 6 I n the production of

assigns affective and cognitive attributes to shape the most prominent themes through the

i mplicit sources of information and jour

publ i c |1 ss uetEhé framiaegvad newd avticles edsfines social issues and

influencespublic opinion towards a particular perspective or solution. Consequently,

Asetting the agenda of attributes for an

the perspectivefahe political debate on any issue is the ultimate influence on public

opi ni ono ,20McpGolmb.s The final agreemento6s r

pl ebiscite victory was at the core of the
This historic electiomad a narrow window for campaigning and the government

6 i mp r ocontrd rmedh@anismm the national debate. Former judge Armando Novoa

from the National Electoral Council (Consejo Nacional Electoral, CNExplains,

19 Consejo Nacional Electoral (CNE) is an autonomous and independent part of the
Electoral Organization and the National Civil Registry (Registraduria Nacional del
Estado Civil). The CNE is constituted by nine judges elected bgakambian

Congress for a period of four years (Consejo Nacional Elecffy2l). The CNE
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ACol ombia is a country that holds many el e
elections, CNE issued Resolution 1733 to organize and supervise political propaganda
dissemination through the mainstream media for a general natonkiénce $ee

Appendix B.4. TheCNE Resolution 1733). The CNE Resolution was adopted before the
preliminary version of the agreement was signed by the involved paftidso{oa,

personal interview, July 24, 2019Thus, the media needed to be prepared to cover the
6Yend 8Bwhe O6Nobd vot e, in which the gover nme
and financial structures to promote peace. Resolution Wa3Focused on surveillance

and control of the campaignés dynamics, i nc
television, and press to disseminate the g
indicates the maxi mum number of radio spot
plebiscite campaigndVritten andprinted publications of wide circulationeneallowed

up to twelve news stories as large as one page per issue, and for other levels of circulation,

it was up to eight news stories. The media outlets and advertisement agencies would

issued the resolution 1733 on Augléil6 (See Appendix B.4. The CNE Resolution

1733), inwhich establish the rules of surveillance, control, and inspection of the

electoral organization ensuring guarantees in electoral processes for the rights of

minorities and the opposition, regulation of the media use, political parties and

movements in terms of national number of committees, participation of government
officialsin t he O0Yesd and ONod6 campaigns, use of
conducting national surveys, participation of governmental employees in campaigns,

the use of billboards, and the balanced access of campaigns to the traditional media

sources to guantee pluralism and impatrtiality before the electi(®ese Appendix B.4.

The CNE Resolution733.
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report to the CNE the number of spots, billboards, and adwerists published the first
two days of the week.

The CNE judges criticized this Resolution due to the rapid development of the
plebiscite electionsoverageThere werdensions between CNE and the media outlets.
The nongovernmental organizatiofoundation for Press Freedom (Fundacion para la
Libertad de Prensa, FLJR016) released a press statement indicating that the evaluation
of impatrtiality and integrity of media contents could not measure with a numerical or
guantitative evaluation, like ¢hnumber of space or times of coverage of each campaign.
The media opposed constructing the weekly report ordered by CNE with a description of
broadcasts or publications6é times and spaceé
the CNE required techrical team of experts to update these plebiscite traditional media
contents, judge Novoa (personal interview, July 24, 2019) explained thatdtitistion

lacked human resources to weekly fulfill this task.

An electoral campaign without rules and auttyoof regulation, what

happens? Itis as if you go to a boxnmgg and allow them to punch each

ot her and take out rods and stab each
winner would be the most powerful, most potent, and most asfite. (

Novoa, persoranterview, July 24, 2019; translation mine)



Despite the noigovernmental organization Fundacién para la Libertad de Prensa
(FLIP, 2016) massive use of the internet in Colombia, one of the South American
countries with the highest mobile interneteatvith 65% of the population (Chevalier
2021), the CNE resolution omitted to regulate social media platforms. The plebiscite
opponents and angiender activists took advantage of this political opportunity, and fake
news was already circulating on WhapgA With thisresolution focused on traditional
mass media, Jjournalists feared the governn
the plebiscite. The media considered tlsolution would violate the freedom of speech
and jeopardize the democraticopess. These media rules for the plebiscite campaigns
were portrayed as detrimental to journalism freedom. Meanwhile, these digital plebiscite
campaigns against gender and the FAERCO6s fi
Espectadorand ElI Tiempo in the plebiscite coverage before the elections. Both
newspapers set a supportive agenda for the final agreement and disregarded the digital
conversation scope betweentheright ng el i te networks, the ca

ideol ogy, dpinlennd publ i c

5.1.1 Newspapes Supported the Plebiscite
National journalism faced major challengascovering the first historic peace

elections in Colombia due to the lack of clarity to fulfill the requirements of Resolution
1733, t he g over nacteeningdadheir victary ie the phelkistite, andrthe
limited period.El EspectadoandE | Ti agepoads publicly favorec

campaign with positive statements. These af
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or sentiment in the plebie news stories (Shah et,&003Y°. The quantitative analysis

of sentiment scores through the software Linguistic Inquiry and Word Count (LIWC)
indicate the average of the sentiment score is related to proportions that range from 0 to
1, with O correspnding to 0% of all words, either positive or negative in an article about

a given topic, and 1 corresponding to 100% of the words was either positive or negative
of that opinion topic. This analysis created a single news article sentiment score based on
four main aspects using the difference between these positive and negative sentiment
percentages:irst, these findings are sensitive to the size of news stories collected in each
newspapeabout the elections. Second, these findings indicate the usktfely more
positive or negative words per document regarding the informative context. Hence, these
anal yses do not necessarily evaluate the
the selected articles. Third, while the reported averageeo$éntiment scores for these
news stories summarizes the contents with more positive sentiment, some of the
underlying sources tended to have more negative words per document. Fourth, the

association of sentiment values using words related to a mordispleeme does not

20 The measure of sentiment score in terms of a news article's more positive or negative
sentiment required a specialized dictionary. | chose the specidlzemhary ISOL

(TIMM) in Spanish. The Spanidlnguage sentiment dictionary has more than 2,509
positive words such as competent (competent), liberado (liberated), magnifico
(magnificent), optimista (optimist), etc.; and 5,626 negative words defines in it
sentiment score dictionary such as borroso (blurred), condena (condemn), denigrar
(denigrate), egoismo (selfishness), interferir (interfere), etc.
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necessarily mean that the latter was the main object of (positive or negative) discussion
in that particular publication or article.
El Espectadohad a score df.41, andEl Tiempohad al.24in positive language
in the plebiscitenews articles before electiorsl Espectadordiscussed the plebiscite
more positively than di&l Tiempo.Additionally, the random sample of plebiscite news
stories published il Espectadorand El Tiempotended to use an average sentiment
scae of 1.32 in two broad classes of worgssitive sentiments to highlight the
significance of the 6Yesd6 vote in the el ec
and negative sentiments to neutralize the negative campaigning against the plebiscite.
WhenJuan Carl os V®l ez, direct or-wingfpolitichle o6 No o
party Centro Democratiggersonal interview, July 7, 2019) was asked about the positive
tone of the plebiscite coverage, he explained the newspaper editorials editlezice
supportfor thea g r e e magfinatioh. Similarly, Alfredo Molano Jimeno, the editor of
t he sect i onEl Bspecddor,arguedt ei mewspaper 6s editoc
encouraged and supported jourmwlhlists to co
The media has a long traditiontaking a political and ideological positiomhen
it comes to national political processes coverddgpe director defines it through editorials

in general termsit is not that they tell journalistsutright whichpositionto take For

example, Molano stated,
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| always clearly supported that | believed in the peace agreement. One

feelshelpedto write with a specific tone and a particular focus, and this is

aproduct of the neswspapehrdughkctbedsesdd®t:
Molano, personal interview, July 9, 2019; translation mine).

Likewise Marisol Gomez, former editor &l Tiempo(personal interview, July
11, 2019, argueghatnewspapers sometan need to take positions, especially when it is
for a peace agreement after 50 years of an armed conflict. Hence, the plebiscite news
stories6é production reveals specific techn
journalistic objectivity limitsafter being professionally and personally exposed to the
persistent Colombian violence and editorial idedts. limiting objectivity, both
newspapers used specific words in the selected news stadesasFARC, Gobierno
(government), Santos (Presiddoan Manuel Santos or relatives), Presidente (President),
Acuerdo (agreement), plebiscito (plebiscite), politica (politics), Colombiano
(Colombian), Uribe (referencing former President Alvaro Uribe), Guerra (war), and

conflicto (conflict) Figure 5.1ill ustrateghe use of these wordelow:
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Figure 5.1. The Most Frequent Words in the Entire CorpuElifespectadoandEl
Tiempo

Meanwhile, victimagvictims) of the armed conflict, guerrilla (guerrilla group),
and justicia (justice) were mentioned with a low frequency, and género (gender), LGBTI,
and mujeres (women) were the scarcest used words in the 301 plebiscite news stories.
T he news ntentsamticipateddhatahe plebiscite coverage key players were elite
politicians such as Santos and Uribe. The positive words with implicit sentiments in the
news stories demonstrate the newspapers spread their supportive position among news

stories. The journalists covered the plebiscite while defending thenspectives the
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elections. Juan Fernando Cristo, former Minister of Interior and one of the peace
negotiations participants, recognizes that the government iderilflespectadoandEl
Tiempoas Afriends of the peace agreemento an:i

without excluding the 6Nod campaign cover a

52 Medi a Overl ooked O0Gender | deology6 | deas
DespiteEl EspectadoandE | T i eubl supporfor the peacelebiscite in

their news stories, these media outletgerlooked disinformation and fake news
associated with the campaign against 6gen
WhatsApp. References to gender ideology were only found in eight news sforig%o

of this sample). Thus, this campaign inclu
a central focus of media coverag#$ Espectadopublished seven (3.2%) from 217 news
articles to dispute the opposdetyinduwlasa tri pa
the final agreement: temer genc e oCh atvhies nbo®a srtergoi me and

among the discussions of being homosexual in the Colombian peace process and

pl ebiscite, the development of Orgpectivder i de
prominence in the final agreement, and th
ideologyd inclusion in what the opponents

Timochenko agreement.
In addition, other secti@ofE|l Es p enewsatdier associ ated with
ideol ogyd ideas expl ai ned -wing politicidng suenchs r el a't

former attorney general Alejandro Ordofiez, with pastors from Christian evangelical
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churches, and emphasized the impact of the recognititreafGBTI community in the
Colombian Caribbean as victims of the armed conflict, and the effects of the sentence in
favor of Sergio Urregd in framing gender equality in the final agreement and
peacebuildingMeanwhile,El Tiempaopublished only one opian column (1.2%) within

the set of 84 news stories written by former attorney geddegndro Ordofieza key

public player of the No vote campaign, abbig legal, political, and moral reasons for
thedobvote in the plebiscite.

While these figureswer s mal | rel ative to my analyze
these observed instances suggested that a noticeable degree of attention was afforded to
6gender ideologyd6 statements as a secondar:’
media sources withifferent engagement levels and informative scope. These news
stories also demonstrated how both newspapers underestimated the campaign against
0 g e n dero | effegty ib the final agreement and the plebiscite outcome. Therefore,
this blind spot showedhé disconnection between mainstream newspapers with the public

opinion debates in 6real |l ifed and digital

coverage.

21 Sergio Urregavas a student who committed suicide because of the bullying based on
his homosexuality in his Catholic school in Bogota in 2014. The Colombian
Constitutional Court ordered in a final sentence to the Ministry of Education the
revision of the education maalufor gender equality, gender diversity, gender identity,
and prevention of discrimination in all Colombian public schools (Colombia Diversa,
2021).
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5.3 The Confrontational Coverage
El EspectadoandEl Tiemp@® soverage emphasizes political disputes between

thegovernmenCa mpai gni ng for the 6Yesd and the ON

for peace. Both newspapers publicly supported the plebiscite but ended up shaping the

plebiscite news storidsy focusing onconfrontational coverage. These political clashes

were often included in the same or different news articles in both newspapers. Minister

Cristo explainedhat facing theconfrontational climatéowardthe peace agreement was

not the most conveent, but it became inevitable. Both newspapers became sounding

board for the confrontations betweenrighti ng el i tesd | eaders 1ins

broader social debate. The plebiscite coverage favored the opposition and activists of the

campaignagaist o6gender iideology, 6 while their s

their supportive intentions in the electio
As Figure 5.2 illustrates|l Espectadompublished 104 (48%) stories of its 217

news articles about the political coalitiorstween former Colombian presidents such as

Andrés Pastrana and Alvaro Urib&hey are members of different political parties

(Pastrana from the Conservative political party and Uribe from the-wigigt Centro

Democr 8tico) to s up poterintthe alectibndfl Tiempoodvezedt he O N

former presidentso6é political coalitions ag

agreement in a low frequency in seven (8.3%) news stories. These confrontations were

attractive to the media due to the papation of elite politicians and opinion leaders of

Colombian politics, Christian evangelical pastors of megachurches, private schools with

religious affiliation, and antgender activists. These influential actors were recognized as



movement entrepreneus t hat oriented the ONod6 campaig

on fAthe intersection between a target pop.L
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Figure 5.2. The Most Frequent Plebiscite Themes Coveré&d Espectadoand El
Tiempo
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For instance, the news story AD®but de
Pa{@Grdaiezand Uribé s debut a gagieement; translation miea) iel e
Tiempoon September 26, 2016; explains the political repercussions of the mobilization
promoted by Ordofiez and Uribe against the peace agreement in Cartagena, in the north

of Colombia:

Uribe and Ordofiez not only consolidated themselves as the most radical

opporent s of the agreement (Tfedkthe6Nod i n tt
necessity of an expectation for a political deal to continue rejecting ex

combatants from entering civil lifeThe mobilization that Uribe and

Ordofiez led in Cartagena yesterday \against the act of signing the

peace agreement of President Juan Manuel Santos and the FARC in front

of representatives of victims, social and political sectors, armed forces,

and the international communitit is also a new step on the path to

rejectng the agreementEl Tiempg 2016b; translation mine)

Anot her news story called ANo tengo tie
sobre invitdgdi-ndodenoWr ihbaevbe ti me t o accept
Ur i beds tramshatiort naingpuldished irEl Espectadoon September 20, 2016,
covered how President Santos rejected a public debate proposed by Uribe to discuss the

0Yesd and ONod vote in the plebiscite to e



Al é] Wh e n wo u¢bdte? |l doaat bawgtime; & hawk been

waiting to discuss this peace process w
argued the mandatary. (President Santos) he was always receptive to

dialogue with the opponents of the peace process to explain each point,

butthis never happenedEl(Espectadgr2016a; translation mine)

Meanwhile,El Tiempof r amed t he pl ebiscite infor ma
positive voting intentions, which suggest an imminent interest of the newspaper in the
0 Yes 6 amongsteadergThis newspaper published 34 (40.5%) news stories based
on a survey conducted by Datexco and | PSOS
2016. This newspapgpr i vi | eged the peace agreement0s
(16.7%) news articles, and it wire only media source that published news stories of the
debate over the Special Jurisdiction for Peace E3ER)7 (12%) of the pieces.El
Espectadorlso covered the significance of the plebiscite as a historic vote in 33 (15.2%)
news articles, the effects of the peace agreement in the construction of a peaceful
Colombian society in 24 (11%) news stories, and the organization of the plebiscite
electiors, which covered the media rules for the coverage of the electoral campaigns,

security for people to vote across security, reports of events of corruption in specific

2Jurisdicci-n Especial para |l a Paz (JEP) (
Peace) was created imet2016 peace agreement between the Colombian government

and the FARC. This institution investigates, prosecutes, and punishes responsible of

human rights violations committed during the armed conflict. Moreover, JEP protects

the rights of victims for juste, truth, and reparation (International Court of Justice,

2019)
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campaigns before the elections, absenteeism, proselytism, and the influence of tropical
storm conditions within people to vote. This newspagmread 15 (7%) news stories
covering the FARC intentions to seek forgiveness within the armed conflict victims in
the peace negotiations.

Consequently, both mediarganizations emphasized the signifinae of
Colombians participating in a historic plebiscite decision to revert the violent conflict into
the construction of a peaceful society. These topics of the media agenda also portrayed
the FARC as one of the hi st ompiionothrougmtteemi e s 6
emergent JEP, whichlso was the target of political confrontation by righihg elites.
Anot her news story <called fANo hay suficie
information; translation mine) was published in this newspaper oei@bpr 16, 2016.
El Tiempointerviewed José Gregoridernandez, former President of the Colombian
Constitutional Court. Uribe propos#tatHernandez discusses with President Santos and
speakers of théNob vote campaign. Hernandez argued his criticismainst the final
peace agreement are strictly judicial and

justiced to substitute the conventional ju

The goal of the International Criminal Court (IC@)to rule on the
responsibility of grpetrators of the worst crimes against humanity and,
consequently, if that court concludes that some of them have not been
sanctioned by the rules of domestic law and justice has not been done, or
there is impunity; obviously, you are going to learn altbair behavior

[ é ]El Tlempg 2016c; translation mine)
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This confrontational scope and style of information production differed Ebm
Espectadorand E | T i eecditprial Gupportive interests for peace. Their coverage
ended up favoring political elitds contest power and gender, which attracted potential
votersd attention. Even the openly support
for the ultimate plebiscite outcome. Ministéristo indicated peace negotiators and the
government were awardtheadver se effects of Col ombi ansaé
the Datexco and IPSOS surveys on voting intentions publishiebdEspectadoandEl
Tiempo They feared Colombians would skip going to the polls in the plebiscite elections

duetotheposii ve voting intention for the O6Yesb

5.3.1 Disinformation through Fake News
Despite the overall supportive coverage and agendal &spectadorand El

Tiempoin the plebiscite campaigns, their concentration on political disputes and voting
intentions diverted their attention from fake newssogial media for potential voters

(Torres; Molano; Gomez; Cristo; Barreras; Parody, personal interviews, Suly1312,

and 23, 2019; respectively). Both newspapers ended up reingpthe circulation of
disinformation on the national debate rather than demystify it. Using the confrontational
coverage irEl EspectadoandEl Tiempg t he O No 6 -eiaghgadesspareds r i gh
their affinity and cultural similarities, diffused, and attracted public opinion attention to

their messages. They contested sensitive national public opinion issues with emotions and
critical meanings to justify their actions. The righihg netvork took advantage of the

main media blind spot in the | ack of subst
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ideol ogyd ideas, t he prominence of the g
agreement, and the lack of analyses on the expansion digited campaign against
6gender ideology6 to add disinformation be
their agenda with fake news focused on their rejection of the final agreement and what
they considered the tQhaupsammad tree gihmee aitns tohfe
FARC i mpunity to participate in Col ombian
to impose homosexuality in classrooms.

The content analysis in the plebiscite news stories showed both newspapers
presented differentowerage levels with positive or negative tones about this set of fake

news in the plebiscite coverage.
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Figure53.Corr el ati on between Fake NewsO Score 1
Coverage in the Entire Corpusif EspectadoandEl Tiempo

This corréation of the sentiment score withe matchingndividual attention
score acrossly sample irEl Espectadotended to have a positive tone in the news stories
associated with the inclusion o€hageinsgmooddi
and tre reported FARC impunity. When interviewed by these newspapers, ministers and
politicians who participated in the peace process and the plebiscite campaign often
mentioned keywords associated with this fake news to refute them in the agreement. My
randomlyselected plebiscite news stories indicated that the media did not investigate

beyond the political contexts. Overall, the plebiscite news stories that included this set of
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fake news reinforced the political disputes of ight ng el it es and the

campaign, their voices, and messages against peace and gender.

532 6CasGhraovi smod and The FARC I mpunity
Despite the different rightving political and economic trajectories of Colombia,

the fake newsCharvao shapsl hé Gublg topinion wh this term
constructed wit h asSaziatedrwithd Fdel ICasta, formex iGeban
revolutionary leader, and Hugo Chavez, former President of Venezuela (Rodriguez
2017).Thus, the rightving networks and the opposition to fhlebiscite took advantage

of the Venezuelan humanitarian crisis in Latin Americaand patiiayf  as an 01 mmi

threatdé for Colombia and its neighbors:

0 Ca <Lthraov i s mo 6 aliingentian of righewing political sectors,

which has been spreatthrough the mass media and social media,

emphasi zing the O6fwitred upolfiuttiuca®ld pgamrt iten
This term has been used primarily by former President and current Senator

Clvaro Uribe to warn the padpuntoati on abot
communism. (Serrano, 2017)

El Espectadortended to positively frame the news stories associated with the
0 Ca<thraov i s mo 6 theFRARCGnienpurdtyn #Vhen newspapers interviewed

ministers and politicians who participated in the peace process, they often clarified and
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refuted this fake news positively. For i ns-
el Gobierno mitos sobreentregje | pa2 s al Castrochavi smoo (1
seeks to deny myt hs han d€havigngdtrangationmimge count
published inEl Espectadoron September 6, 2016, indicated how Minister Cristo

explained the agreement teraraongslaw students at Universidad del Externado in the

Col ombian capital, Bogot §. Minister Cristo
di sseminated in the O6Nob6é campaign about th

following the peace agreementween both parties:

Five in the senate and five in the house of representatives is an absolutely

reasonable number. | do not think five senators and five representatives

would | ead thi-GhavusmoyodétoOnodChssroubj ect
thatitisnot true that it (Colombia) 1is goi ncg
as some members of Centro Democratcgueto scae people. El

Espectadg 2016b; translation mine)

Marisol Gomez, the former editor &l Tiempo(personal interview, July 11,
209) , explained theemppronazat isvi sbowb@nagpd iin c o
a peace agreement supporting the FARC impunity to politically participate in Congress
and transform Col-Ghavistda riegti onet hé n6 CastsSr aens
of El Espectador(personal interview, July 9, 201L%@lso explained that fake news

circul ating-Cbavitdimod Crassgirme | mposition an:¢t
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potential voters to mirror the Colombian political sitt i on wi t h Venezuel
political and economic crises. Argender activists feared these situations could be
replicated after the peace agreement. Regarding the FARC political participation, pastor
Edgar Castafio, President of the Evangelical Cbubcs Col ombi an Conf e
(Confederacion Consejo Evangélico de Colombia, CEDE@®tsonal interview, June
26, 2019, explainedhathe talked to President Santos about the ten assigned seats to the
guerrilla in Congress as part of the final agreemiemm his perspective, these actions
dishonored the Colombian democracy because the FARC members such as Seuxis
Pausias Hern8ndez SéhaetawomkaddédlkslbeBant,
would be legislating in the Congress with authorityigint to do it £. Castafiopersonal
interview, June 26, 20)9

Based on this narrative and emotional s
soughtthe support of Colombians whige in VenezuelandVenezuelans naturalized as
Colombian citizes to actively share their experiences and vote in the plebiscite.
According to Vélez (personal interview, July 7, 20X@hey considered the FARC like

President Maduro anaidvocate®f the Bolivarian Revolutio®@ Mor eover |, Col on

23Seuxi s Pausias Hern8ndez Solarte aka 06Jes
general commander of the FARC and negotiators in the 11th peace process. In August

2019, he appeared invadeo with Ivan Marquez and other dissidents of the extinct

FARC guerrilla, announcing the birth of th
armed struggle. He is currently a fugitive from justice and some hypotheses indicate
0Sant r i ch @ Venszueta under the pyoteetion of Nicolas Maduro

government. In June 2020, the Attorney General announced the dismissal and

di squalification of 0 SantLaSilaWadia20200 m hol di n



had imaginaries agast the FARC nationalism and their communist perspective of
politics, i mpacting t he,i2020).gMhenrthe indwspapgrs ani n
tried to confront and contextualize #eetopicsin the plebiscite news stories, the fake
news was alreadyslis e mi nat ed o n-windgeoups pf Whatsapp gointhe i g h t
campaign against o6égender ideology. o

The Col ombian governmentoés response tri
indirectly used the exact words associated with negative sentimentastro
Chavismo)Pr esi dent Madur o, and Rodrigo Londofc¢
FARC commanders, etc., in the news storie€inEspectadorand EI Tiempo.For
instance, President Santos explained in the news,$tdfyo0 t engo ti empo pa
nngh debateo: Santos sobre invitaci-n de U
debaSeaemt os about |published HE Espentadoon Sdptenober)20,
2016, that nAwe are not handing over our po
handing over to CasttfGhavismad He addedhatt he opposi ti on to the
read the agreements to s e &l Bspgedador20ibaa t t hey
translation mine).Moreover, this fake news underlined the political differences to
unde st and peace between the 6Yesd and ONobd
columntitled il E | No, el S2 y |l a constituyenteo ( Nc
published inEl Espectadoion September 8, 2016rmer Colombian President César

Gaviria indicated:
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The country does need peace, and this process is well conducted and
judicious. We need to end the permanent clashes that have existed due to
the historical conflicts for the lands. We are a different society where the
highest violenceate is in rural areas and not in cities. This country must
recover those zones and bring society up to date to respond to all
commi t ment s. The arguments from th
insufficient [ é] It ICsh awvti Wpaschodt o t
base. They cannot be compared to President Santos with Maduro. And,
only expr esi dent Uri be can come up with H:
would give the Presidency of the Republic to Timochenksl (
Espectador2016c; translation mine)

Editors also discussed their role and accountability in the production of
information covering these issues. Editor Génfgersonal interview, July 11, 20119
argued that journalism must learn from these inconsistencies to verify fake news and
revise suggewe titles. This technical information production could confuse readers and
consolidate the phaasehond WDasdHzAW dGgddgaivdi sstmaod
that the audience enjoyed readinge ¢ a Qoombiadstransforming into Venezuelad
As a result, Gomein the interviewemphasized that these narratives became truths, and
journalistsod ef f or tnencoheventecanmgsaverainstfficientto bi a s
convince readers. Meanwhil&l Tiempo disproportionately used negative words
regading the FARC impunity in the peace agreement. Editor Molpexs¢nal interview,

July 9, 2019 asserted that the parties involved in the peace negotiations and journalists
were conscious that the FARC had a specific reputation that promegesivepublic
opinion for the electionsy, Molano Jiménezyl. Gomez personal interviews, July 9 and

11, 2019; respectively



Despite the efforts oEl Espectadoand ElI Tiemponews stories to explain the
ot her side of the peaceouargnraeleinsetnstd sp oascittoirvse
tones, editor Gomez and judge Novgeer§onal interviews, July 11 and 24, 2p19
emphasi zed that the ONod6 campaign insisted
leader of war with extreme levels of humiliation sustchild recruitment, kidnappings,
many people extorted and disappeared, committed mistreatments across the country, and
trafficking cocaine. Consequently, fake news around the FARC impunity for imposing
60 Cadgthravi smod i ncluded t hneforgerogeizing gendet a | en

diversity and inclusion of the O6gender i de

5.3.3 Gender Diversity as a Threat
Overal,theampai gnés c dwemagea dgeiodnotgy d i n bec

tended to be negati ve andEl Bspestadorusadt & d wi t
di sproportionately | arger share of negati v
El EspectadoandEl Tiemp® s n e w operdyt refuted this disinformation on the

pervasive effects of gender diversity and gender inclusion in the peace agreement using
negative words. Pl ebiscite news stories th
(The Antichrist is in ©lombia) and therés no peace, it is a tramp (No es paz, es una

t r a mEhTiepo,016; translation minejvere some of the popular phrases of

Christian evangelical pastor Miguel Arrazola referencing President Santos and the
opposition to the plebiscite. These news swishowed the confrontation between the

campaigns and, simultaneousl!l vy, how the &N
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media coverage to circulate emotions, me an
and LGBTI rights.

Nevertheless, both newspapers lacked-éaeicking, reviewing, investigating,
and overlooked these social issues in the media agenda. For inghbtspectador
published on September 28 2 0 1 6 ; a news story called #fALa
Uregoesuna estocada de muerte al pluralismo (
is a death thrust to pluralism; translation mine) basedcanlemic reactions during Xl

Encuentro sobre la Jurisdiccion Institucional:

A

The former attorney general Alejandrodoo fez Ospoke his mindéo
the sentence -#78 2015, which forced the school Gimnasio Castillo

Campestre to ask for forgiveness due to the suicide of the homosexual

student Sergio Urrego and called all schools to revise and adjust the

education manuabfr r especting diversity [€é] The
was an international guest: Professor Joan Solaner Mullor, from

Universidad Pompeu Fabra in Barcelona. In fact, this professor recognized

that the sentence discusses education, diversity, and defendl se
orientation. 0This i s a debate that re
di fferent, O said P r El fEspgectador 2018 | aner Mu |
translation mine)

In addition to the lack of investigation i EspectadoandEl Tiempoo n 6 gender
idecogy 6 narratives agai nst dQecondeatanalgsisalsor si t vy

suggestedhatt hese news stories related to the 0
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agreement were mainly discussed in other formats rather than news storiesaRoeins

Minister Parody fgersonal interview, July 23,2019 hi ghl i ghted that &g
ideas and the discrete evolution of t he O
opinion columns rather than i ntrecksxThsws, r e
di sconnection between publ iElcEspegeadorand&n and t
Tiemp® s ¢ o stimulatedtlee trivialization of gender issues as rumors from-anti

gender activists and religious leaders. These circumstances re#lesiantbetween the

medi a out | eofgdoesn kenro wd celdigaedthrels GBWo mgpoa@s!| ati ono
in constructingpeace with the Colombian mainstream journalism as impartial instruments

of surveillance and investigation on democratic processessevent

54 Medi a Blindspot: :Medse@gngder | deol ogyéb
The main blind spotd Ge nd er medsagintagamst the plebisciten El

Espectadorand El Tiempocomplemented the set of fake news disinformation around
CastreChavismo) the FARC impunity, and the controversies for accepting gender
diversity before the elections. The low coverage of reactions, thoughts, and mobilizations

of fline and online against the term O6gende
edi t or itioad abaut the arsderstanding and positionality of gender issues in the

media agenda. According to the content analysis findings and Wilson Castafieda, director

of the nongovernmental organization Caribe Afirmativee(sonal interview, July 10,

2019, El Espectadocited experts and scholars in the plebiscite news stories questioning

the LGBTI movement and their role in the peace agreement, even after the elections.
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Overall, this newspaper intended to clarif
ideol ogy 6 i n t h &l Tiermpepleservad induteality anddisdregon about this
topic. These observed instances of gender ideology discourse indicated that the two most
prominent media sources varied in their attention and discourse levels.

Themverage of O gnessatiiegr n i tebhogegiwspaper so

news stories tended to have a negative tone due to the inclusion and citations of activists

from the campaign against d&édgender ideology
oft he plebiscite opponents indirectly popu
mor al i ssue and peace as Oan Elibsgeaadart y agr
published AEstoy seguro que va a ganar el

will wi n: Alejandro Ordofiezranslation mine) on Octob&r; 2016; the former attorney
general indicated he voted with joy and certainty while depicting the tripartite enemy and
the emotional charge of th@&€astrecChavi smo6é regi me and c¢commu

impunityy and the campaign against &édgender i dec

There wil/l be an avalanche of ONod6 vot ¢
thank God, perceived what it was about [...] | come to fulfill the civic duty

after having gonetomass, afteavi ng sai d 6Yesdé6 to God al
SantosTi mochenko agreement. After saying 0
impunity forthe Sante3 i mochenko agreement. After sae
family and ONO0O to g e n dlenochenkal e ol ogy [
a gr e e (Ekbspectadlar2016d; translation mine)

20¢



Besides the opponent voicéd, Espectadorlso provided a countgrerspective
of the recognition of gender and the LGBTI population in the peace agreement and the
plebiscite. Peviously, Colombian peace negions misrecognized gender relevance
into historical and cultural boundaries. Until 1991, the government recognized explicit
guarantees for womends rights in the modif
then, women have organized active and mfitial networks and groups around their
gender identities and their unique experiences in the armed conflict in the previous peace
negotiations (Rojgs2009). These news stories provided that one of the discursive
strategies of the righwing network oftle campai gn against d&égende
plebiscite was to condemn the inclusion of gender perspective through word search
analysis. For instance, Juan Sebastian Jiménez Herrera publidbeBspectadoithe
news article ACast r CadreChavismo,0Gaysdpa Peace; vy Pa :z
translation mine) oAugust 28, 2018vhichexplained thi¢ondemnation of the inclusion

of gender perspectivarategy:

Some people claim that the agreements s
[ €] The de p andgr AngglaoHarnaBdez) bne of the most

incredible supporters of this thesis, indicated she was very concerned that

At hey ( t h eplagiminclade genderndecjogy in the Constitution

t hrough the plebiscite. o dsiehedeoce of
6gender , 6 which is not in our Constitu
agreement; it would eventually be a spec
2016; translation mine)
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In the meantimezl Tiempop u bl i shed an opi ni olvotoc ol umn
negati voo ( Why ;irasslatioh mingwherg thdormereattomney gemeral

Ordofiezon October 2, 2016s quoted as saying

As a grandfather and father of a family, | will definitely votéN o 6

because, based on the agreemienthnt ends t o el evate dédgende
to the constitutional norm level. They (the parties of the agreement)

invoke peace to steal children of their innocence and destroy the family.

(El EspectadaorOctober 2, 20L&ranslation mine)

Despite the dissemination of O6gender i d:¢
in both newspapers| Espectadorand ElI Tiempomissed digging for the goals and
operations of O6gender i deol ogmsSiverrtmiasofh gi n g
online discussions and national protests. These newspapers assumed their readers would
be on the same track with their editorial position to distinguish tigisiewing network
political dynamicsto gain more conservative political powefhe coverage of the
campaign against 6gender iideologyd creat ec
forces.For example, o one side, there were former Attorney General Ordofiez in two of
the seven news stories publishe&IfEspectadorformer Preilent Uribe, deputy Angela
Hernandez, Christian evangelical pastors such as Eduardo Cafias and Jorge Gomez,

Director of Christian Evangelical churches in Latin America and on the other side, the
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voices of LGBTI rights activists such as Wilson Castafieda frmmongovernmental
organizationCaribe Afirmativq lawyers Ramiro Bejarano and Monica Raadscholar
Joan Solanes Mullor.

This styleof information production diverted the balanced construction of precise
and valid contexts of facts for the natibriebate on gender in national politids.
EspectadoandEl Tiemporelied on a different frequency of voices repeating emotional
and sensitive arguments that were already reinforced on an online campaign. Hence, both
newspapers were maorsed afatdhseaundciamg amoa nvest
space to confronfigender messaging cagdy idfluential righting actors
preventing the inclusion of womends and mi
political elites as the most preferresource of information consolidated the
confrontational cover agemessadginpeanbynd bpetini ng 06 ¢

the media agenda.

5.5 Political Elites as Sources of Information
Il n the framing of t he nndowatpa go@cesi® agen.

cognitive attributes selected by journalists or editors (Shah, €08I3). Unsurprisingly,

the confrontational coverage tended to use elite politicians that participated in the
disputes. Thus, they became the most frequent soafagagormation. The most cited
source was the former Attorney general Alejandro Ordofiez with 23 news stories
published inEl Espectadorand EI Tiempo.The second most frequent source was

President Santos in 15 news stories and former President AlvaratJtiBeews stories
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in El Espectadar ElI Tiempocited President Santos in five news stories, the former
attorney general Ordofiez in four news articles, and Oscar Ivan Zuluaga, former director
of the rightwing political partyCentro Democraticand former presidential candidate,
in four news articles.

According to the content analysis findingd,EspectadoandEl Tiempoquoted
221 sources of the plebiscite electidasEspectadoused 160 an&l Tiempo,76 official
sources linked to the govenent. The official sources of information had limited interests
involved in the outcome of the plebiscite. They revealed partisan splits in the endorsement
of these sources of information (i.e., significant divisions between former President
Pastrana, aspporter of the ONod vot e, and the C
endorsement to the 6Yesd vote in tile plebi
Espectadorcited dout seven victims of the armed conflict as sources of information
within my sample. Moreover, there is no evidence of secondary sources, such as books
or articles used in this set of plebiscite news stories across these two newd$fuhiuers.
Molano and Minister Cristo(personal interview July 9 and 11 2019 respectively
shared that Ordofiez was a popular source of information due to his radical positions and
his visible participation and | eadership i

the country:

The ONobd campaign created itwas own speask
t here. He took away the | egitimacy of t



because he is a removed, controversial character with low popular support.

In some ways, he can be mentioned a lot because this was a way to show

who was with them, representinfpe most recalcitrant side of the

Colombian rightwing, like Uribe. Thus, showing those two leaders, in

some way, was characterizing the profile of the campaign. Meanwhile,

Sant os, obviously with the used Presid
always talks abut the benefits of peace since he was the natural leader of

this project. A. Molano Jimeno, personal interview, July 9, 2019;

translation mine)

Although these lge politiciang such as Uribe and Orilez and Christian
evangelical pastors from megactioes, in their campaigns against the plebiscite, have
enough recognition and status to share their narratives with full access to media sources
pastors believe this plebiscite media coverage harmed plublic reputation and
recognition as reputable pok i ci ans due to their particip
campaign against O6égender ideology. 6 The vi
opposition with their Catholic and political reputations could turn against their own image
favorability (H. Pardo,personal interview, July 24, 201 %astors believed ¢traditional
media coverage discredited the church, Catholic, and Christian evangelical believers in
these political campaign& ( Castafopersonal interview, June 26, 201%rom their
perspet i v e s, the media used a O66mort al campai

conservative ideas, chur ch® (d fPardoJpersonai ons ,

226 Fal sos Posi ti v oostdy milgry actorg as&xtrajudicia killmgsr r i e d
of innocent civilians to be presented as guerrilla casualties in the middle of an alleged
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interview, July 24, 2010 Instead, they preferred to disseminate their messages through

a digital campaign, especially on WhatsApp restricted groups to their followers and local

and international net works against O0gender
The ONobd6 <campaign t ooikonadlveaand eerged o o ptut

permeate the national plebiscite debate with a unified narrative against peace with the set

of sensitive fake news:

The O6Nob6 campaign | eaders used the tern
horsed [ €] 0Gende the dcompprent that godnedted e as wer e
them emotionally with the electorate, and this is how they increased their
significant number of OG6Nod votes. The
understood differently the electoral process and how they campaigned. So,

yousawOrd fez and Uri be spreading flyers [ é
did not do that, and when we talked about it (the plebiscite), we did not

connect with the electoraté.F.Cristo, personal interview, July 11, 2019;

translation mine)

The confrontational coverage, the lack of felsecking, and contextualizing the
newspaperso plebiscite issues endorsed the

Where the confrontational coverage of the plebiscitel BspectadoandEl Tiempodid

fight against the terrorism (Londofio, 2011; Semana, 2008, as cited in-Sikema &
Castro Bermudez, 2018).



not follow the campaigndés devel opment aga
Twitter was used as a source. Tweets were sources of the confrontational coverage, but
both newspapers missed t hedpresmedalng fhesegai ns:
mainstream newspapers also cited the samewgtyg politicians and guerrilla tweets as
digital sources of information with low frequency.

El EspectadoandEl Tiempoe nded wup naming the gueril.|
optimistic announcements to construct peabde addng controversial statements of
for mer Presidents Uri be, Pastrana, and fc
campaign and the apparent inconsistencies of the plebiscite elections. Twitter was a
source of information in ten (3.3%) news storiéshe plebiscite news stories sample.
For instanceEl Espectadoused a tweet from the maximum commander of the FARC,
Rodrigo LondofYo, aka O60Timole-n Ji mPAnez, 6 Ww
FARC Conference to end the guerilla discussions duthé signature of the peace
agreement with the Colombian government in a news story from September 2£R016.
Espectadomlso used another tweet from the FARC on October 2 about their optimistic
plebiscite perspective and the hashtag #SiALapazEnColq#besforPeace) with the
implementation of the agreement. Moreo\erEspectadoc i t ed supporters o
campaign. A news story published on September 6 cited a tweet from the former President
Uribe around removing the attorney general Ordofiez franpbsition. MeanwhileEl
Tiempoguoted a tweet from the former President Pastrana replying to the chief negotiator
for peace Humberto De | a Callebds proposal

news story published on September 15, 2016.
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This syle of coverage demonstrated how the elections for peace concluded,
concentrating on an unbalanced dispute of political power between Colombian

presidents:

The most prominent opponent of this peace agreement was Alvaro Uribe.

| do not think there is agtter opponent than Uribe in Colombia. He knows
how to make opposition because he does not care about creating fake ideas
to oppose what he does not like. Every day, he works every hour, every
second, to make opposition, and it is suitable for a politicieme
guestionable part is the unethical wscause he created liell.(Gomez,
personal interview, July 11, 2019; translation mine)

While El Tiempashaped the plebiscite information from the perspective of leaders
of t he @&ENEsgectadarehgagd with other sources with a low frequency,
including former presidents, ministers, participants of the peace negotiations, and experts
who scarcely participated in these politic:
For instance, Minister Citis and former President Gaviria were debating, neutralizing,
and defeating the O6mythsd and fake news in
AC®sar Gaviria | a emprendi - contra el pr oc
challengedthe attoney general Alejandro Ordofieranslation mine)published on
September 7,2016 he f or mer Attorney general sugges

cheating:
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And the former President went further by warning that the Attorney

Gener al , wlhiolatifigdhe milang df hhedConstiutional Court,
prevents the control bodies from participating in the political debate
around the peace plebiscite. ARnThe presi

view of the intimidating language that the Attorney Geneaallieen using
to prevent officials from exercising their rights under the Constitutional
Cour t El&dpectadp01§d; translation mine

The selection of information sources in both newspapers questions journalism
ethics in framing the plebidei contents. Editor GOmepdrsonal interview, July 11,
2019 argued that journalism missed the concrete discussion before the plebiscite
el ections: fithe journalist is not there to
t o di s c e rnfrontationbliceverage production components reveal that the most
prominent &ésiné of journalism was the conc:e
without profound and convincing explanatiohs. Gomez personal interview, July 11,
2019. Despitethe positive coverage of the plebiscite news stori¢d lspectadoand
El Tiempot he campaign against O6gender theeol ogy
disconnection of the offline and online media platforms, the lack of contextualization of
fake rews, and the media preference forright ng el i t es®6 voices in
that diverted their editorial positions.

On the other hand, despite my content analysis resulkb® Torres, editor d&l
Tiempo (personal interview, July 3, 20}9insised this newspapeused diverse
information sources but not limited to Uribe and Ordofiez in plebiscite stories. Torres

emphasies that El Tiempoincluded government representatives, social organizations,
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victimsd organi zat erts marmedganflicts,tandtha FARG.Alasl y st s
anal ysis demonstrates that womendés and LGB
andanigender activists of the campaign agai ns
a very low frequency ikl EspectadoandEl Tiempo Castafieda, as Director of then

governmental organizatioGaribe Afirmativo, was quoted in one of the 217 plebiscite

news stories published El Espectadotwo months before the elections. Director Olga

Sanchez fersonal interview, Julyl5, 2019 indicates thatnongovernmental
organizatios, such as La Casa de la Mujer, were not considered relevant sources for the
media, despite their efforts to include women and minorities at the peace table the last 20
years.

SimilarlytothenorRgove r n me nt al o r g aeligiousdetders, Rastor | e a d e
Cafas, one of the most prominent promoters
one of the 217 plebiscite news storiesBhEspectadar PastorsCastafioand Pardo
(personal interviews, June 2&nd July 24, 2019; respectivihshared that both
newspapers fAignored them completely during
believed these outlets have a specific treatment with religious leadefs | pursuads
personallyby the media. They caltl me, and felt | was against them, they pressured me,
that | was not a person wi tHhCastafibpersondl a , and
interview, June 26, 20)9However, Castaiim the interviewargued that the Christian
evangelicals were not agat peace, and instead, they were against the process, which

was flawed. In sum, theyere convincedhatb ot h newspapers support e
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and preferred to interview experts, scholars, sociologists, or anthropologists to detract

from the significanadaensof the &édgender ideol
Regarding the FARC leaders as part of the peace negotiation and information

sourcesthey were quoted inve (1.6%) of the 301 plebiscite news stories published by

both news media online: Timoledn Jiménez was quoted in two (0.9%) news stéies in

Espectadorand one irEl Tiempo.Two (0.9%) news articles &l Espectadomentioned

the secretariat higher conam d 6 s me mb e r. Ad onefohthe Mr§cralparteesz of

the peace negotiation with the Colombian government, the FARC was consulted as a

group in one (1.2%) of the 217 news storieEglifespectadorlt means the guerrilla was

considered a source of armation with a very low frequency than the Colombian

political oppositiondbs previous results.
This content analysis finding suggested the traditional media prevented the

coverage of the FARCO6s reactions onhecampai

Colombian armed conflict, previous unsuccessful peace processes, and war effects within

the society. Editor Torres x p|l ai ned, Afithe FARC was not nec

information because we tried to cover from the middle (of the plebiscitk)invpartial

peopl e, who coul d s har &Totrdspersgnal mtérvieawnddly t he b

3, 2019. The government recognized that if the FARC promoted an active campaign in

the mainstream media before the elections, it could be detrimentgidlebiscite

results §.F.Cristo, personal interview, July 2011, 2019he government never wanted

to be aligned withthe FARC. They only appeared togethéthe very end, so it risked
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credibility on alarge part of the peace process, taking oxyayeay from the FARCThe

eventual appearance that was made by the goverrsimentdthem as

When Romafa (one of the FARC commander s
to the tableand that was reported to the media outlétlse gover nment 0 s

| obbySamnt gaidtBat e is unbearabnddetestable(This)had

a very negative effect on the table. Nobody waling to concede

anything to the FARC, and t heA.6Nod ( camj
Molano Jimeno, personal interview, July 9, 2018ns&iation mine)

Overall, the FARC as a source of information in the analyzed news stories
demonstrated the newspaperods style to il
6enemy, 6 Oparticipant, 0Thereforedthe FARCOcouldnott he p
exert ay proselytizing activity because they did not lay down their arms during the
negotiations A. Molano, personal interview, July 9, 201.9The FARC did not promote
any campaign, and they were not public figures of the plebiscite until they signed the first
version of the agreement with the government in September and the final revised version
in November 2016. On the other hand, media outlets could also be forewarned to cover
the guerrillas. Editor Gomepérsonal interview, July 11, 201 pointed out the FRC
committed terrorist attacks across Colombian history, and these events had a relevant cost
in the media coverage. Moreover, Gompergéonal interview, July 11, 20Bhdicated

thatat the beginning of the peace negotiations, the FARC did not know hmasticipate
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in politics. When the rebels participated in the media interviewsgeoe quoted during
the peace negotiations, the FARC di ssemina
Later, when the campaigns spread their vote messages to publicnopir@oFARC
remained silentN]l. Gomez personal interview, July 11, 2019

Beyond the FARCO0s support of the inclus
agreement taddressuman rights violations, there was no empirical evidence about the
FARCOsal fenor mal e | eadersd opinions or st
di ssemination of the campaign against d&égen
groupis a hierarchical organization that defined who taliednd selected the media
sources,whch al so involved a definition of the
instance, Castafieda, director of Caribe Afirmativo, explained the female insurgents
participated in the gender discussions of the agreement. Still, their commanders probably
did not allow them to speak to the media or participate in conversations on rural reform
and political participationW. Castafiedapersonal interview, July 10, 2019 inally,
both newspapers cited the FARC in news stories restricted to judicial procestesirand

support to plebiscite campaigns.

56 The Government, Womendés and LGBTI Organi
Counterstrategies
El Espectador and EIl Ti e mpmwléesbi sci t e i nformati on

communication style and conditioméso demonstrated the campaign agains6 gender

ideol ogy o was al so a bl ind spot for t he
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organizations. They could not decipher the powesatiocultural and political
components of the campaign against O0gender
networks fom education, politics, and religion in the online and offline worlds promptly.

Former Ministers Parody and Crisagreedwith SenatorBarreras [fersonal interview,

July 12, 2019 that the Colombian government lacked a timely reaction to confronting

thedigitalme di a campai gn a g aefaresthe plébpcitenetbetions i de ol o g

Perhaps, we underestimated the hostility of Colombians for the damage
committed by that FARC for such a long time when they were armed. The
government believed that gele would accept anything related to the
peace agr ee me nltF.Castodpersonaintérview, Guiy 11,
2019; translation mine).

The campaign against 6gendegovdeomegyds
lack of understanding about the Colombian audience characteristics to create an effective
public communication strategy offline and online with basic points and dimensions of the
final agreement. Using this political opportunity structure ftbe national context, the
campaign against O0gender ideology6 reinfor
statements against gender and peace in their digital groups and networks. According to
the interviewees, former President Juan Manuel Santabempdblic institutions omitted

three fundamental aspects. First, the plebiscite opposition publicly criticized the peace



negotiations andirgued thathe agreement used jargon and technical language that
complicated the middielassc i t i z e n 6 &g. BonidsE@ancs, theinewds story called
ANo hay suficiente informaci -no (There i
published inEl Tiempoon September 16, 2016, was an interview with José Gregorio

Hernandez, former President of the Colombian Gonh®nal Cout:

They (Colombians) will vote for a complex 2page agreement, which

is very complicated for an ordinary citizen. Very long, and with a
language that is not easy for a housewife, an office worker, or a worker.
(El Tiempg 2016c; translation mine)

Thesedebateds gaps in the concrete use
affected thevoters understanding of the final agreement with the FARC and the
economic, political, social, and cultural benefits for Colombians atefnational
relations. Second, directors Marcela Sanchez filmennorgovernmental organization
Colombia DiversandOlga Sanchez frorthe nongovernmental organizatidbasa de la
Mujer (personal interviews, July 4 and 15, 2019; respeciivalsggued that he
agreementos technical | anguage reflected
government. The plebiscite elections lacked a basic guide for voters to explain meanings,
benefits, and procedures to achieve peace after aéomgconflict. Third, thewgpporters,

as well as the opponents to the plebiscite, pointed out that the government missed the
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structure and extension of this digital campaign and transnational network, the power of
antigender propaganda, and the fake viral news circulating on soeihh platformsE.
Patifio;E. CastafioM. SanchezW. Castafieda]j.F.Cristo; B. Quintero;O. Sanchez(.
Moscoso;G. Parody;P. Mercado;E. Cafias; Anonymous leadguersonal interviews,
June 25 and 26, July 4, 10, 11, 15, 19, 23, and 26, 2019; reshgctizditor Gomez
(personal interview, July 11, 201 @rgued the Colombian government believed they
woul d achieve the victory by explaining thi
through mainstream media contents, while the digital campaigmamesly in progress
using concrete and basic language for a general mallsis audience. The campaign
against O6gender ideologyé and the O6Nod pro
unify their narratives, frames, meanings, allies, and audiencebotb virtual and
corporeal atmospheres.

This lack of comprehension and definition of communication strategies impeded
an assertive and coherent discussion of peace messages within potentialctagsdle
voters without an academic background for undedstey politics butwho were
interested in voting. Ail't was a very unf ai
c o mmu n i cG Parodympérsor(al interview, July 23, 201%nd the opposition
combined it with President Santos6é unpopu
el ections. Further more, the government ref
final agreement during the controversial debates of the educatinnaléAmbientes de
Aprendizajt i br es de Dwhiclré musiarcg -add | egi ti mat i

of the enemy. o0 Ppudlicody okbfeawosdsosublke as 0g
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0indoctrination of <chil dr &n,féamiH o/movsael xuueasl, i
others. Thus, the government and peace negotiators appropriated the fearful narrative
strategy of 0g e ndnakingeclibendhle politigabcorsiest. a t hr e at

As a result, the public opinion debatgardingpeace and geed equality was
diverted b y t he campaign a g aThe pdace dliglagumeds svere | d e o |
transformed into a fAsignifying agent acti v
of meaning for mov,008 p. 111)sirutpigpcasedaiast gerader ( L i m
equalityand peace. The campaign against d&édgender
using contentious meanings and eliteright ng | eader sé6 power . Fina
peace plebiscite communication process legitimized symbmiactices online of
homophobia for preventing peade. hindsight Parody personal interview, July 23,
2019 still questions howshe could have betteesponéd to this digital movement

building and campaigninigg her former role as Minister of Edation

This debate was very toxic. You can always repeat the message, and you
can always explain better and demonstrate the truth. But, if the truth is
within quotation marks and it is an opinion that dissents others, you decide
what you want to defeh[...] | think we did not convince the media to seek
the truth and confront thought$ (Parody, personal interview, July 23,
2019; translation mine)
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Whil e the campaign against O0gender ideo
the government, anchte womendés and LGBTI rights actd.i
benefited from political opportunities to bolster a very private and intense circle, where
Mi ni ster Parody indicated fit hkeatppefsgndl e | i st
interview, July23, 2019. Meanwhile, the audience, the potential plebiscite voter, waited
for a coherent statement from the governm
agreementos uni fied peace clarifying stat
newspapers or siad¢ media to confront the massive fake news and rumors on WhatsApp.

Later, on October 2, while the government believed the traditional support of the most
popul ar national newspapers would be enougl
the FARC,rdter t han agai nstJFRChso,persomacindervievg, Jugy e ment O
11, 2019.

Likewise womenés and LGBTI organi zations r
the O6gender ideologyd distorted effect. Ol
(peronal interview, July 15,20)9, asserted: A we-pratdstphutivd cr e a't
did not pay too much attent i onAccordingtohese (g«
Marcela Sanchez, director of the nrgovernmental organization Colombia Diversa,
ognder i deology6é ideas were a noise that di
tal ked about 6something else,® such as th
ideol ogyd inclusion in the revisiotionof t he
the FARC impunity, and the imposition of tli€astreChavism@ regime. Similarly,

director Sanchez from La Casa de La Mujeeréonal interview, July 15, 20 8till
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guestioned the prominence of o6gendeir i deol
we should make such a repercussion about i1
the nongovernmental organization Red Nacional de Mujepesgonal interview, July
15, 2019 , explained womends organi zatnd@ns rep
ideology. 6 S tinfluenceandrepersussions for their representation and recognition in
the plebiscite contextent unnoticed

Despite their analysis around the i mpl:.
t he outcome, wo nitsacdivsts andedstodd B&VvTHeir strategies were
insufficient to defeat fake news and the righihg networking against the recognition of
minorities in the agreement. Before the el
designed and implemented divepsglagogial activities to explain and support the peace
agreement 6s benefits acr ospersandlietendesvuat ry. A
15, 2019, La Casa de la Mujeteveloped a dialogue of experiences with victims and
survivors of the conflict, workshops, and printed materials, including flyers, printed
handbooks, and an applicatiaesignedfor cellphones about the implications and
meanings of war for women and tlsggnificance of voting conscioushSimilarly,
Quintero personal interview, July 15, 20li&dicated Red Nacional de Mujeres designed
and distributed a printed handbook explaining the gender perspective in Colombian peace
in regions that directly experiead the conflict.

These womenés and LGBTI rights activist
campaignbébs goals and communication strateg

and message3heseorganizations also evaluated their roles in the peacetiadgns
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and plebiscite elections. Castafieda, director of Caribe Afirmgies@nal interview,

July 10, 2019 suggested that their concentration on lawsuits and litigations against the
Colombian political elite weakened their communication with paakrtters.Since the

pl ebiscite, Castaffeda emphasi zed womends a
relevance of identifying the diverse backgrounds and experiences of +oldsiecitizens

who arelikely to vote based on emotion®verall, these rédctions suggestetthe need

to redefinean effective communication strategy to approach various sdotatmlogue

around diversity. Womends and LGBTI rights
language about gender, sex, sexuality, saexe marriag, marriage equality, child

adoption by sameex partners, gender identities, and sexual orientafiengheir

audiences Despite some womenb6s and LGBT acti

character of 6gender in tthes intervdegy yebognized d¢ha s |, Ca:
organi zationsd® challenge is to keep expan
womends groups, womenédés organizations, and
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CONCLUSION

The gender ideology messaging of moral panic and fear of social decay became a
blind spot forEl EspectadoandEl Tiempoin their attempt to support a peace agenda.
The ONod6 campaignés political power obstru
the elections. The plebiscite information style and technical production consolidated a
contentious coverage that attracted mainly
Col ombi an campaign against 6gender ideol o
component to engage readers in this discussiost, these specific coverage conditions
demonstrated tensions and challenges between journal principles and the media outlets
as economic enterprises. Editor Gomgargonal interview, July 11, 2016xplaired the

role of peace in the newspapersd agenda:

Everything, when it is associated with violence, will always be more

attractive and morbid. You know, peace is not sggyit is another vital

point. Very interested specialists read topics related toepdwaut it is not

what readers read the most. If you navigate on a webpage and you start
scanningwithin the titles, you gdo something thastood out toyou,

seduced you, that woke you up. Peace topiceidtgendasetting of mass

me di a |-appekland areenot attractive enough for readers, and

online newspapers need oO0clicks. 0 Peace
industry. M. Gomez, personal interview, July 11, 2019; translation mine)
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The media chose to frame a story in a certain way tacatieaders and
consolidate their reputation with relevant production of information. Colombian media
sourcesareprepared to cover an armed conflict for more than 50 yeaesdtgichnically
inexperienced to verify gender ideology facts or rumors associated with gender in a
contentious period of heteronormativity promoting sexism, homophobia, and the gender
binary as social rules.

Second, both newspapers relied on powerful +igihy politicians who opposed
gender issues in the peace agreement and did not confront their biased narratives before
the elections. Both newspapers thought the
the levels of trust for peace within their readbrd this was not the cadasteadformer
Presidents like Uribe and Pastrana, Agirig Senators, and Christian evangelical pastors
as key advocates of t he O6No©b campaign r e
newspapers offered a solid space focusedheir political disputes. These leaders
instigatedt he pl ebi scite campaignsd confrontatic
political or cultural positions, lacking forceful and convincing counterarguments and
investigation. Editors Gomez and Molano Jimdpersonal intervies July 11 and9,
2019 shared that these opinion leaders are recognized publicly with dominant status and
are attractive to public opinion. They are located in the top headlines and breaking news
stories of media consumption onlineemte,El Espectadorand El Tiempoended up

unwi ttingly serving as a platform to sprea
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Probably, this is one of the most classic problems over the last years since

Uri be ended his pr e blenhcthaterdésidgmte r i od [ €]
Uribe, despite many journalisbelieving that itis better to take distance

and prevent quoting him, finds ways to be mentioned. | believe Ordofiez

is also a leader like that, who is so controversial that weiefalling into

60the trapd and c o\AeMolaroidimena, perstnelws st or i
interview, July 9, 2019; translation mine)

El EspectadorandEl Tiemp®@s emphasi s on repeating
categories of meaning about & hien campaebact
reflected the media outletsdéd | ack of pr e
messagin ef ore the polls. These di capacitytw f act ol
cover democratic processes. The mainstream outlets are op@mpprtive of the
government 6s mdaronraly greendangedng the level of truth and
confidence within readers.

Third, El EspectadoandEl Tiemp@ s edi t ori al i nterests <coc

interest and journali mission. Molano Jiranoin the interviewindicatedEl Espectador

waspreventedrom replicatingg | i esd® from the opposition; fo
statements before elections: Ali kely, we d
because the term O6gender ideologyd was not
disseminate that discous e . 0 Nevertheless, the content
El EspectadoandE | T i sdimapc@l@wnership could be influential in framing the
editorialds interests, the media agenda, a
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In Colombia, media outletare corporate financiaknterprises with financial,
political, religious, social, or cultural interests in their coverdgeystruggle with social
media competition. Onef the main problems with Colombian traditional media outlets
is how El Espectado and ElI Tiempocould monopolize the plebiscite and campaign
against o6gender ideologyd framing. The fin
outlets can affect the construction of understandings and meanings of gender and political
contexts through flormation. The close relationships betwdenEspectadorand El
Tiempo owners with Colombian presidents, influential politicians, and electoral
campai gns s i(Sernapa 2006 ka S8ld ¥adia 2014) (See Chapter 1.
Introduction and Backgrouhdrepresent anethical risk for editors and journalists.
Censorship and political and financial favors can modify journalism commitments for
investigation, integrity, and impatrtiality in news story production. Simultaneously, the
media owners cafind traditioral media outlets an effective mechanism to impose their
personal interests and particular cultural or conservative perspectives of identity, religion,
gender, politics, peace, economic status, and social interactions. Thus, the challenge is
for these newspper s6 consumer s, e s p e,ctdo detotleythei n dev
medi abs symbolic power.

The dissemination of disinformatisurroundinggt he campai gn agai ns
i deol ogy 6 questiondd hotthe lp phewspapers declining inpromoing
dialogue and critical political thoughts society. According to Fabian Hernandez,
coordinator of the media research in the -gomernmental organization Mision de

Observacion Electoral (MOEpérsonal interview, July 22, 20)19the alternative and
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intended use of WhatsApp i n toahmongooaempttei gn ag
most popular social media messaging platforms in Colombia and Latin America,
contributed to the redefinition &l EspectadoandE | T i eola@nbné fer covering
gender issues in the first version of the agreement and the construction of peace. Minister
Cristo fpersonal interview, July 11,2019 asserted that M@Anowadays
with networks have a major effegiSenator Roy Barreras from the righing political
party Partido de la Upersonal interview, July 12, 20/18elieved this is a societal change
inhow people get information: Atraditional
or promote public pinion. The opinion is formed on social networks, without filters and
editors, and of course, much more emotionally and t hese new digital
platforms are manipulating societyds emot.
the leading ceesof moderndemocracy.

Furthermor e, the secrecy implemented ir
harmed the peace agreemertie lack of a coherent communication strategy between
public institutions, actors, experts, negotiators, -gomernmentaorganizations, and
journali sts centered on communitieso neeoc
explanations of disputed terms by the opposition, such as gender identity, sexual
orientation, sex, gender perspective, among others; diverted the camey gieace
process: people and marginalized communities like women and the LGBTI population.
The government and the peace plebiscitebs
mediators of assertiveommunication channels. For instance, director Olgacseée,

from the nongovernmental organizatidoa Casa de la Mujepérsonal interview, July
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15,2019, emphasized that the governmentoés rep
explained the advantages, procedures, and benefits of the gender persipective
constructing a peaceful society.

This analysis fromEl Espectadorand EI Tiemposhowed how the technical
production of confrontational coverage based on the political elite shaped the electoral
processesd media agenda ideasdto thedpodbécdopirson.b st an't
These results offer a partial explanation for future research to identify how gender, peace,
and transnational campaigns against O6gende
journalism production standards. Whereas peacegender are structural categories of
political power and social relations, there is a lack of media engagement and political
understandingf gender issues consequendegen though this chapter does not intend
to suggest the media coverage and stijgaduction of information woultdlavechange
the plebiscite outcome, these circumstances require an urgent evaluation of priorities in
the traditional newspa pferfutu@ coaegageotipkebisaited f r a |
outcomes

Futureresearch needs to uncover how the synchronization of the transnational
campaignsd dynamics against o6gender-ideol o
wing networks, performances, and movement leadersfiemxligital platforms to street
mobilizations, thereby redefining populdrr adi t i onal .limesédarcladoes mi s si
not l ook into the newspapersdéd communicatic
production during political processeshjectivity and neutrality will become utopian

ideak due toFacebook, WhatsApp, and Twitter. In sum, this situatemjuiressocieties
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to pay closer attention to new debates circulating on private spheres and networks to

construct peace.
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Chapter 6
CONCLUSION

Two months before the pegglebiscite elections in 2016, elite righing leaders,
Christian evangelical pastors, and aygnder activists weaponized gender to confront
the government and prevent a final peace agreement with the FARC. My findings from
the content analysis of 30andomly selected plebiscite news stories online, and a set of
24 semistructures interviews with former Ministers, senators, Christian evangelical
leaders, anfgender activists, womenos and LGBTI
unveiled that a rightvingnret wor k agai nst 6gender ideol og:
articulated three main events as a political opportunity structure to dispute the inclusion

of gender perspective for peace: the Ministry of Education revision of the education

manual forinclusiomf gender equality in schools, the
Sexuality Behaviors and Attitudes in boys
Sexualidad en nifos, nifYas y adol escentes,

Department of Stadtics (Departamento Administrativo Nacional de Estadistica, DANE),

and the O6Nodé vote campaign. These influent
portray gender as a Odangerous ideologyd t
Consequenrdtelry ,i déegpd ogy 6 narratives compl emer
campaign against the final agreement and the inclusion of gender perspective in

Colombian society.
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Using their public reputation and status, these twghg leaders framed a range
ofmeanigs t hat cover: gender policies, the ro
in the national peace negotiations, the par
their beliefs, and the recognition of the church as a political institution for peace.
Moreover, antigender activist groups contacted their allies in regional media outlets to
spread messages with fearful content about modifications to social norms through the
education manual, primarily in the traditional Catholic and conservative afies
Barranquilla and Santa Marta in the North
took form into a national campaign that mobilizes private schools, Christian evangelical
believers, antgender activists, parents, and teachers in 14 main cities agaénst
Mi ni stry of Education and what they call ed
indoctrination.

In this Colombian antg e nd e r campai gn, the term 0gc¢
Oumbrell ad concept to define bdtypolicegr s, th
diversity, sexual orientation, and gender identity as potential threatsgémder activist
groups inflamed discussions on LGBTI rights, abortion, and comprehensive sex
education in schools within their communities to defend their pdldivd cultural order.

Based on these ideas, these circulating narratives produced disparities of power between
elites, women, and minorities for political recognition in education and politics. This
network drew upon forms of political homophobia to redseeuality and social norms

as static religious and gendered values (Bosia & Weiss, 2013). Theigeaadtr

meanings and frames of action endorsed fian

23¢



identityo (Bosia & Weiss,gaons8t egemlBder Tiha
interrupted the political debate for peace
narrative helped antiender activists questioning the role of gender identity, sexual
orientation, and alarmist assertions regarding theatho traditional family values.

My findings also demonstrate how the ¢
leaders identified the lack of regulation of social media campaigns before the plebiscite
as a political opportunity to expand their campaign to adogiedia platforms. In
Colombia, the National Electoral Council (Consejo Nacional Electoral, CNE) issued
Resolution 1733 to supervise the distribut]
traditional media exclusively. As a result, they connecteit ttaims to tripartite threats
to Colombian society that they identified: The FARC impunity for participating in
nati onal politi cs;Chtatlve simopo saintdi am morfu nd Gars t
around gender diversity.

These three issues activateitrg e nder acti vistsd fears of
state and were fundamental components for their political communication strategy. In my
interviews, Christian evangelical pastors and Senator Maria del Rosario Guerra from the
political party Centro Bmocratico recognized a disconnection with traditional
mainstream media outlets during the plebiscite campaigns. Pastors Edgar Castafio and
Héctor Pardo (personal interviews, June 26 and July 24, 2019) emphasized that traditional
media owners have relatidnps with political parties and influential financial corporate
groups that promote a different agenda from their values and principles. Moreover, they

pointed out that the media did not take them seriously as a source of information in
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political processesThey revealed their mistrust and lack of confidence in the media
coverage. In response, pastors Castafio and Pardo (personal interviews, June 26 and July

24, 2019) used the lacked social media regulation of the government and the CNE to
center their commui cati on strategy of t he campaign
Ohybrid communication networkoé (Li m, 2018)
judge Armando Novoa from the National Electoral Council (Consejo Nacional Electoral,

CNE, personal interview July 24, 2019) argued the ONo06O
digital strategy wunder i nternational expe
Analytica. Using uncontrolled social media platforms such as WhatsApp, the most
popular digital network in dombia (Chevalier, 200), anttgender activists linked what

they considered their internplublinemi Weat A
groups for filtered followers and supporters by religious beliefs or political thoughts.

According to Faldn Hernandez, coordinator of the media research in the non
governmental organization Mision Observacion Electoral (MOE) and judge Novoa
(personal interview, July 24, 2019), the opposition to the plebiscite disseminated fake
news linked to the rightving né wor k 6 s hi storical nati onal
emotions around the traditional social norms, their FARC imaginaries within public
opinion, and their capitalist interests. T
t hat the campai gndaglhogwyd fdSgamed t hat t he
impose Marxism and feminism, which would destroy the family (Catholic.Net, 2016). In
addition, f ake -Chheawsi sanroddu nrde ga Greesnt raond c o mmu r

to mirror the current Colombianoptical and economic situation in Venezuela. For
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context, currently, there are 2.4 million Venezuelans displaced to Colombia (ACAPS,
2020), there is a depreciation of Bolivar, the Venezuelan national coin at 60%.
Additionally, there is a rise in consunices at 80% and interannual inflation at 4,210%
(Armas & Pons, 2020). Therefore, fake news and disinformation challenged potential
voters to mirror their country to Cubads p

Then, this hybrid communication netwokdonnected followers against the
inclusion of gender for peace with cultural spaces such as Christian evangelical churches,
meetings, workshops, and street mobilizations with this restricted social media
information. Hernandez (personal interview, July22) 1 9) expl ai ned t hat
basic structure could engage potential voters to circulate disinformation within their
social groups, family, friends, and relatives. Furthermore, this political debate based on
unverified information rather than facts exgs ed o6 di gi t al militiasdo
2019) in the core of the digital campaign
institutions such as the office of the Attorney General, as former Minister Gina Parody
asserted in myignhntatvimewitilThedewéde cent el
opponents with disinformation.

Whi | e t he campaign against 6gender i d
communication strategy, traditional newspapers sudhl &spectadorand El Tiempo
overlooked the gals, mechanisms, and logic of this agginder campaign. My findings
from the content analysis demonstrated t ha
a blind spot in both newspapeH.EspectadoandEl Tiempos upport ed t he 0 Ye

in the plebisite news stories. Still, their confrontational coverage ended up providing a
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6sounding boardsé for the opposition to t
perspective in the final agreement. My content analysis demonstrated that both
newspaperscoverd 6 gender iideologyd ideas and the
with low frequency in 2.3% of 301 plebiscitelated news stories published by both
newspaper organizations. According to former Minister Parody (personal interview, July
23,2019),bdt newspapers missed investigating an:
messaging effects o f hybrid communication
platforms. As a resul&l EspectadoandEl Tiempoomitted the victims, survivors, and
minorities affet e d by t he ar med conflict at t he
communication style and type of coverage concentrated onwigit political elites
using and repeating 6égender ideologydé narrt
gender perspective ihe plebiscite news stories.

These circumstances also unveiled the lack of knowledge and preparafbn of
EspectadoandEl Tiempoto face the hybrid communication strategies and networks of
the campaigns against 6gendedg e nddeeorl oigd/eo lao
messaging circulated on streets, fake news, and WhatsApp groups, the government,
womends and LGBTI organi zations, and jour
countefr esponses to demystify o6gendaorDigitadeol ogy
activism on social media is becoming an impenetrable platform. The mainstream media
outlets are disconnected from following up and interpreting the scope and effects of

public conversations circulating on digital media platforms.



Accordingtot he i nterviewed ministers, womenos
journalists, the Col ombian campaign agains
from a transnational movement with multiple networks against gender, feminist studies,
women, and LGBTIights functioning since the 90s across Latin America, especially in
Peru, Brazil, Argentina, Mexico, Ecuador, Costa Rica, Chile, Uruguay, among others (M.
SanchezF. Gil HernandezE. Castafieda).F.Cristo; B. Quintero;G. Parody, personal
interviews, July 4, 9, 10, 11, 15, and 23, 2019; respectively). The opposition to the
plebisciteandarfj e nder acti vists also benefited fro
messaging in newspapers. For Minister Parody (personaliswerJuly 23, 2019), even
the Colombian media did not clearly understand or state the core of the debate in the
campaign against 6gender i de &l Tewgpo,al0 Mar i s
guestions the mediabds accosnpabatitczgtifomn. t
right-wing network exploited the absence of a public communication strategy of the
government and even the women and LGBTI rights organizations to explain the peace
agreement and the prominence of the gender perspective inahédal. Instead of using
technical |l anguage and jargon about t he |
ideol ogyd used a basic narrative in fake n
background and knowledge.

Similarly, like other Latin America campaigns within the framework of anti
gender movements, this national campaign penetrated national interests for gender
equality and diversity in the Ministry of Education and the National Administrative

Department of Statistics (Departamento AdministcaNacional de Estadistica, DANE

24C



). It derailed public initiatives to include gender equality in education and politics two
months before the plebiscite. Nowadays, Christian evangelical pastors of national
megachurches and amgender activists in alliam® with traditional righiwing political

parties have reshaped their identities and leadership as dominant political actors to
escalate their claims across the government and official institutions. Christian evangelical
leaders created the political paf§olombia Justa Libres, promotedpao-life party
legislatorin Congress, and passed a bill to create parenting workshops in Colombian
private and public schools. Righiing networks organized these workshops to strengthen
parent so right cthol dési cdeluoat itohnei whi | e ma
connection with the education system. Consequently, this Colombian campaign against
6gender i deol o gstrécturedvanddoeganizeddgiader metwotk that
constantly seeks political opportunitites their particular benefit, jeopardizing human
rights protection and constructing a peaceful society to reinforce their political

recognition.

6.1 Campaigns against 0Gender | deology6é Chas
Since the plebiscite elections, elite righihg movement entrepreneurs, Christian

evangel i cal networks, and the campaign aga
hybrid networks of communication and contentious performances in politics. This
researh highlights how these activists strengthened their mobilization capabilities in the

streets and through social media campaigns. The movement entreprenetigirand

networks organized activities and participated in transnational networking and messaging
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(E. Cafias, personal interview, July 4, 2019). Overall, this campaign was and continues to
be looking for reasons or specific political opportunities to confront the government or
social groups that think or act differently as they do. For instance, abierbae of their
centr al political opportunities to debate
used abortion to return to 6gender ideol og)
Constitutional Court was considering the legalizationbafraor?®, the media reported
the case of a 2gearold woman from Popayan (a traditionally Catholic city in the
southwestern of Colombia), who chose to end her pregnancy due to mental problems. Her
ex-boyfriend opposed her decision and protested in tlspitad, campaigned on social
networks, and publicly denounced her case to authorities (BBC, 2020). Latewyinght
political parties, antgender activist groups, ptife organizations joined his grievances.
These groups organized protests against timegovernmental organization Profamilia
that conducted the medical procedure and the Constitutional Coldbgnta See
Appendix FigureE.1l.about RIFE Official statement against abortion 2021

According to the RIFE press statement, this case mobilizegl@ to preserve

mot hersé and childrendéds |lives and asked Co

*In 2006, the Colombian Constitutional Coaftowed a woman to have an abortion in

three circumstances: fiwhen her | ife is at
and when her pr egn @arkewitz,2@28)lm Febready 2020,o m r ap e o
Judge Agjandro Linares from the Constitutional Court favored legalizing abortion in

the first four months of pregnancy, arguing that obligating a woman to have a child

forces her to give control of her body to others, including the State. However, in March,

a topcourt declined to legalize abortion (Turkewitz, 2020).
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instead of the Constitutional Court. As in the plebiscite elections, thesewiigint
networks also protested against the Constitutional Court anMithistry of Health.
Additionall vy, they also collected signatu
connected to the p#ife organization CitizenGo from Spain. Their goal was to collect
800 signatures and send them to the Ministry of Health for ieémg in this legislative
process (Actuall, 2019). Later, in December 2020, when public opinion debated the
legalization of abortion in the middle of Latin American protests, senator Rodriguez
appeared in the media, arguing abortion should not exist icas® Then, he proposed

a project to the Congress in which the state would protect and ensure psychological and
medical attention to women who do not have an abortion. From his lens, the pro
option is the mother will have the possibility of raisiihg boy or girl or allow them to

be adopted (Semana, 2020).

With the plebiscite elections, the Colo
as part of a transnational aggnder movement has consolidated and expanded its
networking with prelife and Cathiic organizations, especially in Venezuela, El
Salvador, Bolivia, Guatemala in Latin America, and the Democratic Republic of Congo
in Africa (See Appendix Figur&.l. about RIFE Official statement against abortion
2021). In their contentious politics, theyse digital skills to communicate with followers
through social media platforms, blogs, posts, and videos. Using Facebook and Twitter,
messaging is typically against abortion, gender equality, gereddral bathrooms,
genderneutral school uniforms, artle destruction of the traditional nuclear family. In

the International Network Family and Education (Red Internacional por la Familia y la
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Educaci - n, RI'FE) profil e, even Facebook ha
fal sed or O6bPaHoeveiv e ewinhdewvories keep tlgebetpublished
contentsonline (See RIFE profile on Faceboolk}.a mp a ilegderé sse their digital
skills for hashtivisr® with keywords such as #Colombiadicenoalaborto or #provida in
their Twitter and Facebookrgfiles to promote the preservation of life and link their
interests with other transnational Christian evangelicals, Catholic, egam@a@rnmental
pro-life organizations.

Activists and leaders of this campaign, in alliance with the Colon#saanciation
of Christian Schools (Asociacion Colombiana de Colegios Cristianos, OBED), organize
congresses and academic events agai nst 0
intervention of i nternational e X p dgSed s, as
Appendix FigureE.2RIFE profile on Facebdg. Furthermore, the protests against the
academic coexistence manuals proposed by the Ministry of Education on August 10,
2016, became an iconic day for activists t
to Educated (D2a I nternacional de | a Libert
International Network of Family and Education (Red Internacional Familia y Educacion,
RIFE), explained in a video posted on Facebook that this day celebratds paben r i ght s |

choose their childrensd education based on

®Hashtivismii s a coll ective effort to intervene
massive amount of Twitter statements by using certain hashtags, a word or an unspaced
phrase prefixed with the hash character (#), to cluster social media conversations around
acertan i ssue or topico (Lim, 2018, p. 114).
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6.2 Consolidating Right-Wing Political Power
According to Juan Fernando Cristo, former Minister of Interior (personal

interview, July 11, 2019), since the religiolnseedom proclamation in the Colombian
Constitution in 1991, the relationship between politics and religion has been persistent.
Pastor Edgar Castafio from Iglesia Bautista and President of the Colombian Evangelical
Council (Consejo Evangélicode ColomlaEDECOL) defined pastor s
positioned on faith rather than politics. Still, their role is prominent because pastors are
Athe voice of conscience, t lke&astaiojpersonabf t r u
interview, June 26, 2019). krestingly, these pastors from national megachurches have

a public relationship and support to righing elite politicians, including former

President Alvaro Uribe and former attorney general Alejandro Ordofiez. These elite
politicians visit these megaclhulres and even campaigned there before national elections.

Pastor Cafas recognized his close relationship with both politicians and explained that
they request his prayers for Col ombiads fu
in the plebiscite.

In 2016, these Christian evangelical leaders exerting their pastoral power, publicly
revealed their support for the O6Nobdé vote
Pastor Canas (personal interview, July 4, 2019) argued that he raised his voice to his
congregation for the &6Nobd vote in the plebi
0God opened his eyes. 0 Pastor Diego Rodrz2g
western Colombia, indicated that megachurches such as Iglesia Manantialaje Vid

Tabernaculo de Fe, and Mision Paz a las Naciones with more than 60,000 followers led
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the plebiscite decisiemaking processes within their followers and other national
Christian evangelical churches. The megac
Calas Héctor Pardo, and Jhon Milton Rodriguez traveled to the Havana peace
negotiations representing the Christian evangelical churches and participated in the peace
agreementos renegotiation. They persuaded
perspectivavhile unifying their political interests in Colombian politics.

Despite pastor Castafobds conception tha
political, o0 a year after the plebiscite el
the political @rty Colombia Justa Librés(Cafias, personal interview, July 4, 2019).
According to Cafas, this political party
evangel i cal church. 0o Pastor Jhon Milton RO
in the period20182022. Cafias and Pardo (personal interviews, July 4 and 24, 2019)
explained their political party reflects their concerns about the imposition of a communist
regime throughout the peace agreement with the FARC. They created this political party
inpat t o pr ev eOhta vtihsemoddC arsetgriome pr omot ed by Se
is a former rebel of the M9 guerrilla and a member of the certdt-wing political

party Colombia Humana:

# As a traditionalist conservative political party, Colombia Justa Libres emerged and
adopted rightving political features as a civic movement of men and women who fight
for the establishment of Christian moral athical principles, family, justice, and truth

in every aspect of the Colombian society (Colombia Justa Libres, 2021).
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At that time, it was an emergency. Otherwise, Colomimald be like
Cuba or Venezuela. We were afraid of what was happening in Venezuela,
and that the situation would repeat in Colombld. Pardo, personal
interview, July 24, 2019; translation mine)

Pastors Rodriguez, Cafias, and Pardo recognized thigcgloparty is an
instrument to validate their social recognition as a powerful institution with strategic
alliances: Awe are terrific friends of Cen
with MIRA political party, which is also a Christian partypdawith a part of the
Conservat i ve EpQafias, persorall inteviaw, duly 4, 2q19). From their
lens, Castafio (personal interview, June 26, 2019) believed Colombia Justa Libres had
transformed their former n@toonaladreplut gaoi
information, dedicated exclusively to praying with a bible to aspiring to achieve
significant political participation as a political movement to reform social values. For
pastor Diego Rodriguez (personal interview, July 14, 2018),pérty just mirrors the
Colombian traditional rightving parties.

Since the plebiscite elections, the political party Colombia Justa Libres
participates actively in Colombian politics with three senators: Edgar Enrique Palacio,
Eduardo Pacheco, and paslbon Milton Rodriguez, and Carlos Acosta in the House of
Representatives. Pastor and now, Senator R
commission focused on budget laws, financial control system, industry property

regulation, quality and price ntrol, and administrative contracting. As a Senator,
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Rodriguez has often worked in alliance with the Conservative political party and Centro
Democr 8tico against the |l egalization of ab
autonomy to educate their itdren. Besides, he also restarted discussions from the
campaign against 6gender i deol ogyd when ne¢
abortion, womendés rights, and the LGBTI poj
in March 2019, pastor Roduez and some righting politicians claimed the
gover nment promoted a Ohomosexual dictator
(Plan Nacional de Desarrollo, PN@)He t weet ed that the articl
equi tydé (Diver s podestie irvestmenEpplicyi tadeasdre thepprotection
of minoritiesd rights in the PND was WwWOTr SEe
former Minister Gina Parody and the O6gende
negotiations (Caracol Radio, 201Bjke in the plebiscite elections, he claimed this PND
section should not emphasize recognizing the LGBTI population exclusively as victims
of discrimination because these ideas may violate the autonomy and educational oversight
of par ent s didertited (Jeceh, 2A1Y.r e n 6 s

In July 2020, Rodriguez proposed a bilicreate a legal prtife commission to

defend life and prevent any threats against humafrdifie conception to adulthood. This

* According to the National Planning Department (Departamento Nacional de

Planeacién, DNP), the National Plan of Development (Plan NaloitenPlaneacion,

PND) iis the formal and | egal instrument
government and the subsequent evalwuation o
de Planeacion, 2021).
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pro-life commission would generate spaces to legislateduct political control and

share scientific knowledge about life origins, and promote areas of debate with
institutions, citizens, and the media (Senado de la Republica, 2020). Furthermore, in the

same month, current Colombian President, Ivan Duque,apprd® Rodr 2 guez 6s p
wor kshops©oé project as a mandatory requir e
circulated in the Senate since 2018, and n
the State against the family, recognizing the educational autpobparents to educate

their children according to their principl.:
Los Andes, 2021). Parents and schools will actively define the educational and academic
values and principles of children to strengthen tailfy as the fundamental core of

society. Consequently, they will inform, prevent, and recognize any topics that threaten
chil drenbés and parentés physical and ment al
Andes, 2021).

These different actions and thapproved bill evidences the intervention and
power of the righivi ng mov e ment entrepreneurs from t
ideol ogyd to permeate national politics an
educational autonomy was linkedtotle ni stry of Educationdés pi
education manual in schools for including gender equality. This substantial evolution of

the rightwing network against gender policies in Colombian politics during the last five

years requires future researc on t his Chri stian evangeli ca
educational i mplications. Future studies &
mi norities and mar ginali zed communitieso
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senator Rodriguez seem to\my interested in consolidating and preserving the +ight
wing power. In February 2021, this rigiving party recognized Rodriguez as one of the

precandidates for the Colombian presidential elections in 2022 (Blue Radio, 2020).

6.3 Future Research: Digital Stategies and Audiences
This research examined how the versati/l

adapted its messaging and networking tactics for contentious politicsgeder
activists recognized the most popular and preferred social media platforms to connect
with natiora | and transnational supporters. The
ideol ogyd communication strategies and net
campaigns such as #DoNot MessWithMyChil dren
similar topics and Hyrid networks of communication in the offline and online worlds,
including street protests, active digital campaigning, the proliferation of restricted groups
of discussion on WhatsApp, and organization of international meetings. This
transnational campaig agai nst o6égender iideologyd has ¢
with divergent ideas such as right and-leihg politicians, Christian evangelical and
Catholic believers, teachers, parents, and professionals, but identified with unified
narratives, valug and principles against gender equality

Beyond the popular digital platforms Facebook or Twitter, further research should
examine these digital platforms as a significant space for linking national and
international movements to raise grievancesaggissn d er equal ity and mi

progressive inclusion. In Latin America, there is a lack of practical techniques, methods,
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and empirical data to gain access and research ethically about the styles of
communication, contents, actors, and organizabbevents involved in international

What sApp groups against the inclusion of 06
of the campaign against O0gender ideol ogyd

i ssues rel ated to Co.lFrspban argest indestigatian eof at me
international consulting firmsdéd role in L
socioeconomic stratified massive disinformation campaigns. For instance, former judge
Armando Novoa from the CNE (personal interviewlyR24, 2019) points out that Juan

Carl os V®I ez, di rect or owing pohtieal party cCéntroc a mp a i
Democrético, suggested that Panamanian experts advised its campaign. Second, an
exploration of artificial intelligence in transnationahmpaigns using big data to

maximize results, engage more voters, and persuade them with updated political issues,
grievances, or claims. Marisol Gomez, the former editorEbfTiempo (personal

interview, July 11, 2019), underscored rumors aboueiistence of robots and think

tanks dedicated to retweet i nformation fr
ideol ogyd messaging. Third, an examinatior
digital media and surveillance of political activism online dgrdemocratic processes,

such as voting, protesting, petitioning, etc. As this section explained previously, the
plebiscite campaigns exposed the technical gap in the National Electoral Council
Resolution 1733 (Consejo Nacional Electoral, CNE) to cooreliaatl supervise digital

pl atforms campaigns, which facilitated f ak
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During these five years, the Latin Amer
ideol ogyd has been <challenging thel medi a,
organizations, experts, and scholars to reflect on gender as a required analytical category
for understanding the inequality of social structures and gender hierarchies (Tickner,
2001). As a defining structural category, gender is socially constructbcslreapes
subjective identities through which we explore and interpret social interactions, gendered
order of power, and gendered expectations of actors and institutions in global politics
(Runyan & Peterson, 2014) . Dcangthairmeaniragsi di e n C ¢
and interpretations of their social, political, and cultural realities, mainstream newspapers
are major actors of political processes that must revise and improve their labor. First, the
media needs to redefine their knowledge of metiogender issues in reproducing
hierarchical orders and meanings from dominant wghty national political powers.

These newspapers could provide analytical frameworks for recognizing and preventing
the promotion of 0 d 0 g ma s etefoseaiality land aadicalt h e i
ideologies as part of the collective national identity.

Second, the plebiscite experience showed newspapers the necessity to decenter
elite political actors6é voices from covera
Theunbal anced plebiscite coverage favored t
uppermiddle-class peace in urban areas while missing the experiences from oppressed
victims, survivors, vulnerable communities, and 4g@mvernmental organizations that
cortributed to ending the armed conflict in rural areas for more than 20 years. In this

sense, journalists must reflect on their accountability in the polarization of public opinion
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through their unbalanced communication styles and technical attributesastibie

topi cods scope, i nformati on tone, and sou
information.

Third, n e ws peatinge mustéengagg with dha audience and public
opinion debates on influential s onodthel mo v e
recognition of t he LGBTI popul ati on, desrg

interests. This case proposes journalists construct a bridge between offline and online
public opinion to understand the repercussions in the rapid growth and organized
structure of antigender campaigns confronting public policies. The campaign against
6gender ideologyé6 reinforced narratives ag
reformul ated mass mediabds prominent rol e
platforms are spaces that expose emergent or bolstered networks of social movements
against authorities, rules, and legitimate actions in a given political opportunity (Selander

& Jarvenpaa, 2016).

Finally, future interdisciplinary research focused on the agd®mr potential
participants in these campaigns could i mpr
news consumption and dissemination of disinformation strategies on mass media and
soci al medi a. Based on the ¢6gewudegmvidedeol og
factual information about the reception of messages and interpretation of sexual
orientation, gender identities, abortion, sase® marriage, LGBTI rights, and
comprehensive sex education. The cHeal | enge

ideol ogydé with t he -class pdpulatian, retidioassgsoups el | o we
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ethnicity. These forthcoming findings would uncover the media blind spot associated
with o6gender i deol ogyo ideas to provi de
congructing pedagogiccountere s ponses t o defend womends a

democratic societies
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Table A.1.Sample of 1,132 Plebiscite News Stories

Media Publication Number of News
Format Stories

Newspaper 426

El Espectador Daily

Newspaper 162

El Tiempo

Political Website Daily 201

La Silla Vacia

Political Magaziné&Semana Weekly 344

Total 1,132




Table A.2.Cluster Themesf 301 Plebiscite News Stories

Total of

Number of media that covered the theme El E.l New_s

Espectadorn Tiempo| Stories

Covered

FARC Conference. 1 0 1
Dismissal of Alejandro Ordofiez, attorney gener 5 1 6
Organization of the peace plebiscite elections | 15 0 15
Plebiscite elections as a Historic vote for peace| 33 0 33
FARC seek forgiveness for armed conflict. 15 0 15
Political partiesupport to peace plebiscite. 9 0 9
Political parties confrontations to support the
peace plebiscite.

6 6 12
Political coalitions against the peace agreemen
and the plebiscite

104 7 111
Economy. 5 11 16
Effects of the peace agreement and peace
plebiscite.

24 14 38
Freedom of speech 0 2 2
FARC in politics 0 1 1
Transitional Justice 0 6 6
Rural reform 0 2 2
Voting intention 0 34 34
TOTAL 217 84 301
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Table A.3.Stop Words in Spanish

A través | Fue Politico Meses Nacional Parece
Acd Decia Dicen Hicimos | Noticia Dificil
Dar Digamos | Fuente Como Pasando Persona
Caso Puede Nadie Hecho Dicho Podia
Voy Siempre Sociales Mismo Precisamentq Alguien
Ver Espectador| Hablar Menos Viene Fuerte
Mil Tiempo Dijo Haciendo | Quiero Precisament
Tal Dia Dije Mira Puedo Quedo
También | Vez Hacer Cada Nunca Peor
Dio Bien Mismo Alla Diciendo Viene
Iba Hace Manera Todas Ustedes Empieza
Claro Creo Bueno Muchas | Toda Digo
Bien Hizo Pasan Cosas Cual Hecho
Decir Hablar Miran Sola Pasoé Toda
Hacer Mucha Afos Sino Tipo Unas
Sino Quiero Punto Tampoco | Quiere Gran
Tal Puedo Primero Social Primera Cuenta
Ahi Nunca Obviamente | Medio Llama Igual
Paso Diciendo Fuentes Situacién | Temas Pasado
Quien Cual Realmente | Mejor Alli Deméas
Quién Parte Final Religiosa | Pasado Decian
Dice Ustedes Veces Alguna Gran Favor
Cosa Digo Lado Idea Demas Aparece
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A.1 ISOL SpecializedDictionary
This dictionary is composed of 2.590 positive opinionated words such as:

adequate (adecuado), fortunate (afortunagtb)cal (ético), honorable (honorable), clean
(limpio), motivated (motivado), new (nuevo), optimistic (optimista), privileged
(privilegiado), etc. On the other hand, the dictionary includes 5.626 negative words such
as: abismal, abatido, desobedecer, insiaplemente, mentira, pisotear, repression, robo,

etc (SeelSOL dictionary 2019 oittps://sinai.ujaen.es/investigacion/recursosyisol

| added a list of 72 words associated with the plebiscite by categories in the ISOL
Specialized dictionary by categorfhese words were the result of the preliminary

conversations with experts aad antigender activisin Bogoté, October 2018.

Table A.4.&CastreChavism@Words

Spanish English
Nicolas Maduro Nicolas Maduro
Cuba Cuba
Venezuela Venezuela
Fidel Castro Fidel Castro
Hugo Chavez Hugo Chavez
Mito Myth
Ideologia Ideology
Comunismo Comunism
Socialismo Socialism
Pobreza Poverty
Frontera Frontier
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Table A.5.FARC ImpunityWords

Spanish English
FARC FARC
Guerrillero Rebel
Amnistia Amnesty
Partidopolitico de las FARC FARC Political party
Curul Seat
Victimas Victims
Injusticia Injustice
Justicia Justice
Reparacion Reparation
Penas Penalties
Prision Prison
Sentencia Sentence
Terrorista Terrorist
Violencia Violence
Juicio Trial
Uribismo Uribismo
Memoria Memory
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Table A.6.Gender DiversityVords

Spanish English
Subcomite de género Subcommittee of gender
Género Gender
Sexualidad Sexuality

Sexo Sex
Homosexualidad Homosexuality
Familia Family

Hijos Sons/Daughters
Nifos Children

Padres Parents
Diversidad Diversity
Biologico Biological
Naturaleza Nature

Familia Family
Diversidad Diversity
Equidad/lgualdad de género Gender equity
Gay Gay

Lesbiana Lesbian

Proceso de paz Peace process
Acuerdo de paz Peaceagreement
Histérico Historic
Distorsion Distortion
Homogenizacion Homogenization
Cartilla Educative manual
Gina Parody Gina Parody
Cardenal Cardinal
Representante Represent
Ministerio de Educacion Ministry of Education
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TableA7. 0 GenderWoldsl eol ogy 0

Spanish English
Diversidad Diversity
Contenido Content
Imagenes Images
Obstéculo Obstacle

Familia tradicional

Traditional Family

Original design

Disefio original

Homosexualidad

Homosexuality

Gay

Gay

Anticristo

Antichrist

Colonizacion homosexual

Homosexual colonization

Equidad/lgualdad de género

Gender equality

Bullying Bullying

Sergio Urrego Sergio Urrego
Gina Parody Gina Parody
UNICEF UNICEF
Colombia Diversa Colombia Diversa
Cartilla Educativemanual
Discriminacion Discrimination
Libertad Freedom
Diversidad sexual Sexual diversity
Profesores Teachers
Escuelas Basic Schools
Colegios Secondary and high schools
Dios God

Iglesia Catdlica

Catholic Church

Iglesia Cristiana

Christianchurch

Alianza

Alliance

Centro Democratico

Centro Democratico

Papa Francisco

Pope Francis

Vaticano The Vatican
Valores Values
Moral Morality
Papa Father
Mama Mother
Libertinaje Debauchery
Uribismo Uribismo
Alvaro Uribe Alvaro Uribe

Alejandro Ordoiiez

Alejandro Ordoiiez
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Lila Palacios de Martinez

Lila Palacios de Martinez

Miguel Arrazola

Miguel Arrazola

Claudia Lopez

Claudia Lopez

Angela Hernandez

Angela Hernandez

Mara Viveros

Mara Viveros

Educacion sexual

Sexual education

Comunidad LBGT

LGBT community

Privilegios

Privileges

Reconocimiento

Recognition

Identidad sexual

Sexual identity

Derechos sexuales y reproductivos

Sexual and reproductive rights

Violencia de género

Gender violence

Acuerdo de paz Peaceagreement
Riesgos Risks

Peligros Dangers
Conservador Conservative
Promiscuidad Promiscuity
Plebiscito Plebiscite
Minoria Minority

Participacion

Participation
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A.1.1 ISOL Dictionary : Examples ofPositive andNegativeWords

Table A.8.ISOL DictionaryExamples ofPositive Words

abiertamente animar coherente disfruta
absorbente apelar comedido disponible
abunda apoyada comodamente dispuesto
abundancia apreciar compacto diversion
abundantes aprobacion compatible divina
accesible armonia competentemente | dorado
aceptable asegurar complementar dulce
aclamacion asombrosa comprensible duradero
acogedor atento conciliar educado
acreditada atractivas conectadas eficiente
actualizadas atraer confiable efusivo
adecuada auge conocidos elocuente
adelantamiento autentico consagrada eminencia
adelantar autoestima consecuentemente | emocionada
adorar avances consideradas encantador
adular avido contenta energeticas
afable barato continuidad enriguecimiento
afecto belleza conveniente entrafiable
afinidad bendecir cooperativa entusiasta
afirmar beneficio coraje equilibrados
afortunada bien correcta ergonomicas
agil bienestar cortejar espacioso
agradable bienvenidas creativo esplendida
aguda bondad crecimiento espontanea
ahorra bravo creible estimulante
ajustable bueno cumplido eterno
alabada caballeroso curar exacta
alcanzable calida decencia excelente
alcista calma dedicado exito

alegre calor defensor experta

267




Table A.9.ISOL DictionaryExamples oNegative Words

abortar azotar cinica desaire
abrasivo azote coactiva descaro
abrumador balbucear cobarde descortes
abrupto bestial coja descuartizado
absurdo blasfemia colapso desesperacion
abuso bloqueo colgar desgracia
accidente bobo complicacion deshonesto
acecho bofetada complices despido
acosar boicotear comun despilfarro
acritud bomba condenar desplazar
acusar borracho contagioso despojar
adiccion borrar contaminacion desterrar
adulterar bribon contradiccion destruir
agotar burra corrupto desvalido
agraviada cabron COstoso desviacion
agresor caer crimen detesta
anarquia calabozo crisis deuda
angustia calambre critica diablo
aniquilar callosa cronica dictador
anomalia calumnia culpa dificlil
anormal calva dafio difusa
anticuada cancer debacle dilema
antipatia canibal debil discorde
antisocial cansado debilitar disgusto
anular caos defecto droga
apesta caro degeneracion duramente
aplastar castigar degradar egocentrico
aprension castrar delirante €goismo
arafazos cataclismo demoler eludir

ardor caustica demonio embate
arpia cegador demora empobrecido
arrebatos celos denigrar engano
asco censurar denso ensuciar
asesinos cerda deplorable envidia
asustar chantaje depravado error
aturdir chifladas depresion escaso
autogolpe chismes derrame esclava
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Monsenor Pedro Fernando Mercado Interview transcription 080620(8)
Diego Fernando Rodriguez Transcription 081020[8)
__|: Edgar Castano Dfaz transcription 080620(8]
Eduardo Canas Interview Transcription 080420(8)
Marfa del Rosarlo Guerra Transcription 080420(5]
Jhon Milton Rodriguez Interview Transcription 080420[10]
Olga Sanchez Interview Transcription 080720[10)
Juan Fernando Cristo transcription 081020[10]
[~ Wilson Castafieda Transcription 080620[10]
I Beatriz Quintero Transcription 080620(10)
Marcela Sanchez transcription 080620[10]
= Lila Palacios Transcription 080620{4)
[ Anonymous transcription 080420([1)
— Gina Parody Interview transcription 080420({2]
Hector Pardo Interview 081820(3)
] Catalina Moscoso Transcription 080620(7)
— Edgar Saul Patifio Transcription Interview 080620(7)
Roy Barreras transcription 081020[6)
Armando Novoa interview transcription 080720(9)
[~ Alfredo Molano transcription 080920(9]
[ Jhon Tarres Transcription 081020[9)
Marisol Gémez Interview Transcription 080720[9]
_: Fabian Hernandez Cadena Transcription 080920(9)
Juan Carlos Velez interview transcription 080420(9]
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Appendix B

MATERIALS ABOUT THE EDUCATION MANUAL AND THE COLOMBIAN
PEACE PLEBISCITE 2016
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@ MINEDUCACION NUEVO PAIS Caracteristicas

PAZ EQUIDAD EDUCACION

Enfoque de
derechos
humanos

Enfoque de
género

Enfoque
desarrollo de

competencias

Enfoque
diferencial

Figure B.1.PowerPoint Presentation Slide of tbelombianMinistry of Education
about theCharacteristics of the Education Manual Revision 2016
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. TODOS PORUN i i
(@ MINEDUCACION NUEVO PAIS Manuales Convivencia

PAZ EQUIDAD EDUCACION
A, B, C
Definicic

“El manual de convivencia puede entenderse como una herramienta en la que se
consignan los acuerdos de la comunidad educativa para facilitar y garantizar la
armonia en la vida diaria de los establecimientos educativos. En este sentido, se
definen las expectativas sobre la manera como deben actuar las personas que
conforman la comunidad educativa, los recursos y procedimientos para dirimir

conflictos, asi como las consecuencias de incumplir los acuerdos (Chaux, Vargas
Ibarra MIniski 2013)”

JURIDICO PEDAGOGICO

Figure B.2.PowerPoint Presentation Slide of the Colombian Ministry of Educeatitn
Definition of the Education Manual



(%) MINEDUCACION TODOS PORUN
® NUEVO PAIS
PAZ EQUIDAD EDUCACION

SEXO

Conjunto de caracteristicas
genéticas, anatomicas,
fisiologicas, hormonales [y

funcionales] que diferencian a los
machos y a las hembras (lo_que
somos biolégicamente) (Vargas
Truijillo, 2007).

Figure B.3.PowerProint Presentation Slidetbe Colombian Ministry of Educationith
Definition of 06Sex?®6
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MINEDUCACION TODOS PORUN
~ NUEVO PAIS

GENERO

Conjunto de normas, actitudes,
valores, expectativas y roles que
la cultura asigna a las personas
por ser hombres o mujeres (lo
que se aprende) (Vargas Truijillo,
2007)

Figure B.4.PowerPoint Presentation Slide of the Colombian Ministry of Education with
Definition of O0Gendero



B.1 Questionnaire for the Revision of the Education Manual in Schools Designe
by the Colombian Ministry of Education 2016

YOS PORUN & &

gw TOC " ~
- NUEVOPAIS *
s .

Sistema Nacional de Convivencia Escolar y Formacion para el Ejercicio de los Derechos Humanos, Sexuales y
Reproductivos y a Prevencion y Mitigacion de la Violenda Escolar

I
PREGUNTAS ORIENTADORAS
PARA LA REVISION Y AJUSTE DE LOS MANUALES DE CONVIVENCIA ESCOLAR

INSTRUCCIONES PARA EL DILIGENCIAMIENTO

Respetado(a) Rector (a)

La ficha que encuentra a continuacion tiene como finalidad ayudarle a identificar los aspectos basicos que debe induir
en la revision y actualizacion de los manuales de convivenda.

Para su diligenciamiento usted debe:

1. Convocar a su comité escolar de convivencia de manera extraordinaria

2. Tener siempre a la mano una copia del Manual de Convivenda Vigente.

3. Responder cada uno de los interrogantes teniendo en cuenta lo registrado actualmente en su manual de
convivencia en compania de los integrantes del comité.

4. Como lider del EE debe consolidar la informacion y traerla consigo al taller que se realizara en fecha 26 de mayo
de 2016 en el auditorio de la Alcaldia Municipal de 2:00 pm a 5:00 pm, también deben traer el M | de
Convivendia, Actas de conformacion del comité de convivenda escolar.
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(%) Min ACION TODOS PORUN A &
« NUEVO PAIS . )

Algunas - MEN (2013). Guia 49

Enfoque de derechos humanos: Incorporar este enfoque en Iz escuela significa explicitar en las practicas educativas y principios
pedagdgicos que los Derechos Humanos y la dignidad humana, son el eje rector de las relaciones sociales entre la comunidad educativa.
Se trata de potenciar practicas y formas de vivir desde los referentes éticos de los Derechos Humanos, desde los cuales se desplazan y
cuestionan significados y formas de actuar contranias a la dignidad de las personas y al respeto por sus DDHH.

Enfoque diferendal: Se relaciona con identificar en la realidad y hacer visibles las formas de discriminacidn que s= presentan en la escuela
contra grupos considerados diferentes por una mayoria (ONU, 2013). Asi mismo, s2 toma en cuenta este anslisis para ofrecer atencicn
y proteccion de los derachos de estas personas o_grupas, Las ventajas de aplicar este enfoque como herramienta se reladonan con Iz
respuesta a las necesidades particulares de las personas, reconocer vulnerabilidades espacificas y permitir realizar acciones positivas que
disminuyen las condiciones de discriminacion y buscan transformar condiciones sociales, culturales y estructurales (ONU, 2013).
Enfoque de género: Es un enfoque de trabajo que ansliza |z situacidn de mujeres y hombres en la escuela, haciendo énfasis en &
contenido y calidad de las relacones HEGOA & ACSUR, 2008). Las relaciones de género han sido consideradas como sindnimo de
desigualdad, jerarquia y poder desde las cuales se justifica la opresicn que explota y disminuye capacidades; limitando su participacién
e impidiendo &l gjerdicio de sus derechos de manera justa.

Convivendia y paz: convivir pacifica y constructivamente con personas que frecuentamente tienen intereses que rifien con los propios.

Participacion y responsabilidad democratica: Construir colectivamente acuerdos y consensos sobre normas y decisiones que rigen
a todas las personas y que deben favorecer el bien comin.

Pluralidad, identidad y valoracion de las diferencias: construir sociedad 2 partir de la diferencia, es dedir, del hecho de que 2 pesar
de compartir la misma naturaleza humana, las parsonas son diferentes de muchas maneras.

Convivencia escolar: Sa puede entender como la accidn de vivir en compafiia de obras persona en el contexto escolar y de manera
pacifica y armédnica. Se refiere al conjunto de relaciones que ocurren entre las personas que hacen parte de la comunidad educativa, &
cual debe enfocarse en el logro de los objetivos educativos y su desarrollo integral.

=4 SISPQ
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TODOS PORUN
NUEVO PAIS

FICHA PARA DILIGENCIAMIENTO
DATOS DE LA INSTITUCION EDUCATIVA:

Nombre IE
Codigo DANE
Fecha de diligenciamiento
Municipio
A. ENFOQUE DE DERECHOS
PREGUNTA SI | NO Comentarios

[

¢En & Manual d= Convivencia se reconoce el derecho al debido

proceso (presxistenda de la norma, presuncidn de inocencia, defensa
y apelacion)?

Es un conjunto O requisitos (pasos)
necesarios para interponer cuzslauisr tino
de medida pedagoglca 2 los estudiantes,
(ABC tiene jurisprudenca donde
menciona bo que debe tener &l debido
proceso 7 pasos, 5 aspectos).

¢En & Manual de Convivenda se reconoce el derecho que tienen los
miembros de |z comunidad educativa, speaainerme los estudiantes
3 participar en su construcccn y actualizacion

Es importante que se abran espacios en el
colegio parz la particoacion.aciva da la
comunidad educativa.

"Resaltz los espacios de Participacion
estudiantd v su rol en las instandas de
participacion escolar (Conssjo Directive,

& W
F ol 4
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@ = TODOS PORUN
NUEVO PAIS

"¢
b

-

3

Conszjo  Academico, Comls:on ce
Evahiadion v Promocion, Comité de
Convivenda, Consejo Estudiantil,
Personero Estudiantil, Asamblea y Consejo
de Padres d= Familia).
Se promoverz |z organizacion estudiantil
Que No necesariamente esté enmarcada
en los anteriores espacios, privilegizndo
las que los nifios, nifias, adolescentes o
jévenes consideren para su participacion
real y efectiva. Es necesario ademas tener
en cuenta los cidos de vida para lograr
que los v las estudiantes de transicion y
primariz en especial, tengan sus propios

£Spacios.
Trabajar en |a participacidn estudiantil es
importante parz la  apropiacion de
procesos y conocimientos democraticos v,
sobre todo, es un derecho fundamental,”
Estructuracidn del Manuz! dz Convivenda
Escolar-Narifio

ZEl Manual de Convivenda es coherente con 12 Consueucon, respeta
v promusve el derecho 2l libre desarrollo de |z personalidzd, la
autodeterminzcdn v |a igual

Los miembros de Iz comunidad educativa
deben tener claridad que hay normas
superiores Jos derechos que no s2
afectar por |as disposiciones contenidas en
los manuales.

¢El Manual de Convivencia enuncia derechos y deberes de [as y los
m‘l;ne:."nbﬂ:s7 de |z comunidad educativa en un marco de derechos
2n0s

Todo debe enmarcarse en los derechos
humanos. Reconodmiento de derechos
fundamentales.

ZEl Manual de Convivenda es coherente con Ia normatvidad relativa
2 la indusidn d= personas con discapacidad v_lz qarantia frente los
3poyos requeridos?

El manual oebe pensar en las personas
con discapaddad v no searegarlos de

&
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B. CONSTRUCCION Y ACTUALIZACION DEL MANUAL DE CONVIVENCIA

PREGUNTA

NO

Comentario

& | éSe contd con la participacion activa de la comunidad educativa | B manual de convivenda debe sar revisado por l0s

en la construccién y actualizacidn del manual de convivenda? representantes de |z comunidad educativa, en & marco
de Comité de Convivenciz Escolar, se debe cumplir &l
principio de partidpacion de |z ley 1620 de 2013.

7 | éDentro del Manual de Convivenda se hace referencia a las El manual de convivencia debe ser un documento

estrategias de socializacion del contenido dgl mismg? activo que resulte vital para Iz convivenda, su
desconocimiento © inoperancia genera relaciones
negativas.

8 | éPara actualizar el manual realizd un proceso de diagnostico Es obligatorio hacer diagnostico anuales de
partidpativo o lectura de contexto, que permita identificar las convivenda, para que en el manual se vean
principales situaciones que alteran la convivencia escolar en su reflejados abordajes a las problematicas.
institucion educativa?

9 | ¢Realizd particpativamente los procesos de elaboracion de La Comunidad Educativa en la actualizacion y
alternativas de solucidn a las situadiones que afectan la revision del manual debe induir posibles soluciones
convivendia en su EE? a los problemas que los afectan cotidianamente, el

manual de convivencia debe ser un documento que
debe presentar protocolos para dar posibles
soluciones, es necesario pansar en términos de

10 | ¢Bxste un reglamento del Comits de Convivenda Escolar como Es un requisito exigido por la ley 1620 de 2013 y su

parte anexa del manual de convivencia?

decreto reglamentario 1965 de 2013.

C. DIVERSIDAD - PLURALIDAD

[ | PREGUNTA [si][ noj Comentarios
e 4 Zak
A W CISP (K OUg
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11 éSu manuzal de Convivencia establece tratos diferenciales o Los manuales de Convivencia no deben contener
roles distintos entre nifios y nifias? (roles y esterectipos de distinciones ni diferencia en obligaciones o lzbores a
género) partir d2 conceptos da raza, identidad de género,

religién, orientacidn sexual, discapacidad.

12 ¢Hay _expresionss que descalfican o condenan la Se encuentran acapites o posturas manifiestas que
orientacion  sexual, |dentndad de género, etmia, credo, vayan en contra de la diferenda como por gjemplo
discapacidad? condenar las  orientaciones  sexuales  no

hegemdnicas, o algin tipo de persecucién por no
compartir alguna creenda religiosa, se usan
expresiones negativas como pecado, en contra de la
moral, faltz a las buenas costumbres al referirse a
aspectos como orientacion sexuzl, identidad de
género, etnia, credo, condicion de discapacidad.

13 ¢En el manual de convivencia consdera como falta Estas disposidones van en contra de la Constitucion.
disciplinaria las identidades de génern y orientaciones Es contrario al derecho al libre desarrcllo de la
sexuales no hegemdnicas (LGBTI)? personzlidad y al derecho a la igualdad.

T- 478 de 2015 Sergio Urrego
T-565 de 2013
T-562 de 2013

14 éContienen normas especificas y procedimentales para Respetar y reconocer la diversidad humana.
proteger de actos discriminatarins a personas con Ley contra lz discriminacion 1572 d= 2015, se
discapacidad; afrocolombianas, indigenas e integrantes de considera delito,
zlguna etnia; que exploran, expresan o se reconocen con T-478 de 2015
una orientacién sexual o identidad de género no normativa; Ley 1620 y el decreto 1695 de 2013: prevencidn y
mujeres y minoras religiosas? promocion.

15 éRestringe las demostraciones de afecto entre parejas T-478 de 2015 Sergio Urrego.
heterosexuzles o entre parejas del mismo sexo?

16 éHare usn de un lenguaje incluyente, no sexista, reconoce Es importante que desde el lenguaje utilizado en el
las practicas de convivencia interculturales? manual sea induyente

17 éPermite que estudiantes usen el uniforme que les hace

sentirse a gusto con su identidad de génerc?

Proteccion al derecho hbre desarrollc de Ia
personalidad.

e 4
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T-565 de 2013
T-562 de 2013
18 éEstablece restricciones para que estudiantes o docentes Sentencia T-954 de 2000

luzcan como deseen? Ejemplo: prohibe el uso de maquillzje;
cabello largo, tatuajes, piercing, accesorios para el cabello,
etc,

"“En todo caso, aspactos como el estado de embarazo
de una estudiante, el

color de su cabello, su condicion sexual, o la decision
de escoger una opcion de vida determinada, como
puede ser vivir indepandiente, casarse, etc., sino son
circunstancias que entorpezcan Iz actividad
académica, ni alteran el cumplimiento de sus
deberes, y ademds pertenecen estrictamente a su
fuero intimo sin perturbar las relaciones académicas,
no pueden ser consideradas motivos validos que
ameriten |z expulsidn de estudiantes de un centro
docante, ni la imposicién de sanciones que impliquen
restriccion de sus derechos. Por ende, tal como fue
expresado en la sentencia T-543/95, en los

cambios que conciernen 2 la vida privada, ninguna
institucién, ni publica ni particular, puede erigirse en
autoridad para desestimar o desconocer las
dedisiones autdnomas de un individuo respecto de la
union amorosa, sentimental, matrimonial o de
convivenda familiar que desee establecer.”

T-124 de 1998 (Deber de fomentar |a tolerancia ante
formas distintas de ver la wvida por jovenes
estudiantes de colegio, aplicada a su vestuario,
maquillaje v corte de pelo).

n
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D. MEDIDAS PEDAGOGICAS
PREGUNTA SI | NO Comentario
19 £Su manual de Convivendia tiene pautas_explicitas de analisis Si_lns manuzles de convivendia nombran solo las
y resolucién de conflictos? sanciones y no tienen desarrollados en el cuerpo
del mismo el debido proceso que se tiene gque
realizar para imponerla, se encuentra fuera del
marco constitucional.
20 éLas medidas pedagdgicas s= abordan desde una perspectiva Las sanciones se enfocan en restringir derechos al
punitiva o de castigo? estudiante para que responda por el hecho, y no
existe construido un pensamiento pedagdgico en
la misma ni un abordzje de convivencia o
reparacion del dafic. Se emulz el tipo de falta
leve, grave y gravisima.
21 éHay sanciones y/o medidas pedagogmas que implican la Las suspensiones de dases o las
suspension, exclusidn o expulsion del desescolarizadones van en contravia del derecho
2 la educacion.
22 ¢Su manual de convivencia homologd las faltas disciplinarias Se realzé en el manual un emparejamiento de las
(leves, graves, gravisimas) con las situaciones de Convivencia faltas con las situaciones de convivenda quiere
(tipo I, II, IIT)? decir esto que las situaciones se nombran para
otorgar sanciones.
Estas son diferentes deben ir separadas las
situaciones de convivencia son pensadas para
darles un abordaje de prevenddn, promocion,
atencién y seguimiento.
23 éLas medidas pedagdgicas tienen contenido pedagdgico Los procesos en la escusla deben pensarse desde

argumentado?

lo padagdgico. No desde lo punitivo o desde &l
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24 iReconoce que las situadiones o casos da discriminacicn y El hostigamiento escolar no solo se reduce a
hostigamiento escolar pueden sar generados tambien por relaciones entre estudiantes, los docentes pueden
parte del cuerpo docente, directivn, administrativa u otro ser acosados y acosar.
diferente del estudiantado?? (Se hace explicita la ruta a
seguir para atender estas situaciones?

25 ¢Garantiza madidas pedagdagicas y/o disciplinares sean Es importante que la comunidad educativa
proporcionales con el acto o situacion presentados? reflexione acerca de las medidas pedagdgicas

priorizando el derecho a la educacidn.
E. RESOLUCION DE CONFLICTOS Yy PROMOCION DE LA CONVIVENCIA
PREGUNTA SI | NO Comentario

26 iSa hace referendia a_la ruta de atencidn integral en & manual FstonosedebelimltaraoopcaflaleylszodeZOB

de convivencia? y su dacreto reglamentario, es i
proceso de retroalimentacion y adaptacién a Ia
situacion de la Institucicn educativa.

27 iExisten desarrollos de los componentes de prevendon, Lz institucidn educativa debe abordar los problemas
promocion, atencidn y seguimiento para situaciones de de convivencia con estos cuatro componentes,
convivendia? queriendo decir que no se debe reducir el trabajo

del caso a atencidn, sino que se debe pensar en los
otros tres componentes para abordarlo

28 ¢Su manual cuenta con unos acuerdos para mejorar la Es necesario construir acuerdos y que la
convivendia entre los integrantes de la comunidad educativa? convivenda no se centre solo en derschos y

obligaciones, debe contener los tratos minimos
para garantizar un ambiente escolar positivo.

29 ¢El manual de convivenda aborda las situaciones que afectan Incluir esto es lo que permite que el manual de

la misma a partir de Iz reconciliacidn, la restauracion, |2
reparacion de los dafios causados y el restablecimiento de un
clima de relaciones constructivas en el EE?

convivenda tenga un punto de partida diferente al
punitivo logre transcender para la resoludon de
conflictos, el pensar en racondiliacion y reparacion
del dafo causado entendiendo que lo vital es

AW
4
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restablecer relaciones que aporten postivamente a
la convivencia es vital.

Ejemplo practico dos nifias pelean al descanso las
sanciono a las dos y que no se gradiien o le apuesto
desarrollar trabzjo conjunto con ellas.

¢El manual de convivendia tiena un protocolo que involucre
los componentes de promecidn, prevencidn, atendidn y
seguimiento para el consumo de sustandas psicoactivas?

Las Instituciones Educativas deben temer un
protocolo de sustancias psicoactivas, que involucre
2 toda la comunidad.

31

iTiene protocolos para las situaciones de embarazo
adolescente donde se le garantica el derecho a la educadon

2 la nifia o adolescente en condiciones de no discriminacion?

Es un aspecto necesario para proteger 2 las nifias
o adolescentes en esta situacidn y que exista
claridad.

"La protaccion que &l Estatuto Superior depara a la
maternidad es de tal intensidad que ni siquiera
aquellos cenfra educatives cuyo proyecto de
educacion se encuentre fundado en una
determinada visidn ética o religiosa del mundo -
protegida por la libertad de condenca (C.P.,
arbculo 18) - pueden utiizar tal vision para
estigmatizar, apartar o discriminar 2 una estudiante
en estado de embarazo de los bensficios derivados
del derecho a la educacién, En otras palabras, ante
la tension que puede existir entre la autonomia de
los centros de educacidn y el derecho de la futura
madre a no ser discriminada por razdn de su
embarazo, prima, sin duda, este Ultimo”. T-551 de
2002,

32

iContempla acciones de prevencion y atencion frente a
cualquier fipo de discriminacion u hostigamiento escolar por
condicidn de género, étnico-racial, discapacidad, orientacicn
sexual e identidad de género no normativa?

Lz institucion educativa tiene claridad de como
actuar en un caso de hostigamiento por diferencia,
hay campanias a partir del manual de convivencia
que se hagan en la comunidad educativa para
evitar estas situadones.
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33 ¢El manual de convivenaa contempla el seguimiento a las Esto permite recoger lecciones aprendidas acerca
situaciones que afectan la convivencia? de las  estrategias de  afrontamiento
implementadas. Igualmente aporta a establecer
una base para las lecturas de contexto y
diagnnsticn y balance de Iz implementacién de la
ruta de atencion en prevencidn, promocicn y
atencidn.
34 éIdentifica_ectrateqias para vincular las formas de El articulo 7 de la Carta Politica reconoce y

organizacion propias de las comunidades étnicas y las formas
que tienen estas para la resolucion de conflictos?

protege
la existencia de la diversidad étnica y cultural de la
Macion Colombiana.
Las culturas de estos pueblos, de las etnias,
constituyen valores de la nacionzlidad colombiana
y como correlato concuerda con el articulo siguiente
que establece como principio esencial |a obligacion
para los particulares y para el estado de proteger
las riquezas naturales y culturales de la Nacidn.
Deracho constitucional fundamental a la educacidn
y compromisc en cabeza de las entidades estatales
asi como de los particulares encargados de prestar
el servidio publico de educacidn de aplicar medidas
afirmativas y enfoques diferenciales con el fin de
garantizar la efectiva proteccion dez las minonas
étnicas. Sentencia T-1105/08.
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escolares!
[IBRES DE DISCRIINACION

1. Orientaciones sexuales e identidades de género
no hegemaonicas en la Escuela. Aspectos para la reflexion

L R J 3
®) MINEDUCACION m'““g ; :1 y unicef @

Figure B.5.Education ManualAmbientes Escolares Libres de Discriminaéon

The book is available on theebsite:http://www.semcucuta.gov.co/wp

content/uploads/2015/09/CARTILLMEN-AMBIENTES-ESCOLARESLIBRES

DE-DISCRIMINACION.pdf
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B.2 ECAS Surveys Comportamiento y Actitudes sobre Sexualid2@06, 2008, 201
2012, 2014, 201€o0nducted by the National Adninistrative Department of
Statistics (DANE)

The ECAS Surveys resulése available on the following websites:

https://www.dane.qgov.co/files/investigaciones/boletines/ecas/formularios/ECAS

-2006.pdf

https://www.dane.qgov.co/files/investigaciones/boletines/ecas/farms/ECAS

-2008.pdf

https://www.dane.qgov.co/files/investigaciones/boletines/ecas/formularios/ECAS

-2010.pdf

https://www.dane.qgov.co/files/investigaciones/boletines/ecas/formularios/ECAS

-2012.pdf

https:/ivww.dane.gov.co/files/investigaciones/boletines/ecas/formularios/ECAS

-2014.pdf

https://www.dane.qgov.co/files/investigaciones/boletines/ecas/formularios/ECAS

-2016.pdf

29z


https://www.dane.gov.co/files/investigaciones/boletines/ecas/formularios/ECAS-2008.pdf
https://www.dane.gov.co/files/investigaciones/boletines/ecas/formularios/ECAS-2008.pdf
https://www.dane.gov.co/files/investigaciones/boletines/ecas/formularios/ECAS-2010.pdf
https://www.dane.gov.co/files/investigaciones/boletines/ecas/formularios/ECAS-2010.pdf
https://www.dane.gov.co/files/investigaciones/boletines/ecas/formularios/ECAS-2012.pdf
https://www.dane.gov.co/files/investigaciones/boletines/ecas/formularios/ECAS-2012.pdf
https://www.dane.gov.co/files/investigaciones/boletines/ecas/formularios/ECAS-2014.pdf
https://www.dane.gov.co/files/investigaciones/boletines/ecas/formularios/ECAS-2014.pdf

Comunicado © muoane e_m":.".:

de prensa Bogots, 21 de septiembre de 2016

El DANE suspende temporalmente la Encuesta de
Comportamientos y Actitudes sobre Sexualidad en ninos,
ninas y adolescentes —ECAS- en los colegios

La Encuesta de Comportamientos y Actitudes sobre Sexualidad en Nifias, Nifios y
Adolescentes Escolarizados - ECAS, se realiza desde el 2006 y responde a un mandato legal
de lucha contra la explotacion, pornografia y el turismo sexual con nifias, nifos y
adolescentes.

El DANE, por mandato, tiene la responsabilidad de adelantar esta investigacion estadistica
cada dos afios con el fin de conocer los factores de riesgo social, individual y famillar que
propician la explotacidn sexual de nifias, nifios y adolescentes, asi como las consecuencias
del abuso.

Dadas las inquietudes que algunos padres de familia y rectores de
instituciones educativas han manifestado, y que este es un fenomeno
que no es de menor preocupacion -el 6,2 % del total de nifios, nifias y
adolescentes que han tenido relaciones sexuales, han sido forzados o
Intentaron forzarlos a tener relaciones sexuales y el 3,0 % manifesto
haber recibido algo a cambio de tener relaciones sexuales, segin los
datos de la encuesta realizada en 2014-, el DANE Informa que ha
decidido suspender temporalmente la aplicacdn de la encuesta, con el
objetivo de evaluar alternativas de parafraseo de algunas preguntas del
capitulo D sobre sexualidad.
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El DANE ratifica que tener informacién permite conocer la problematica,
y solo a partir dei conocimiento de los riesgos a los que estan expuestos
nuestros nifos, nifias y adolescentes, Colombila puede tomar decisiones
de politica pdblica para enfrentar este preocupante fentmeno gue
afronta nuestro pals.
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Cont: DIE-QIDPO01.06 42 Focha: 18122014

Figure B.6.DANE Official PressStatement about ECASurvey Cancellatiom 2016

The DANE dficial Press statement available on the website:

https://www.dane.gov.co/files/noticias/comunicado_prensa_suspension_ECAS.pdf
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B.3 Official Statementfrom Humberto de la Calle, Chief Negotiator from the
Government in the Colombian Peace Procesabout the Inclusion of Gender
Perspective in the FinalPeaceAgreement2016

The official Press statement from Humberto de la Calle, chief negotiator of the
Colombian peace process 2@l Presidencia de la Republica de Colornshévailable

on the website http://es.pesidencia.qgov.co/noticia/1607-PhlabrasielJefedela-

DelegaciondelGobierneHumbertede-la-Calle
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B.4 The National Electoral Council (CNE) Resolution 1733n the Peace
Plebiscite Elections2016

The document is availabta the website:

https://wsr.reqistraduria.gov.co/IMG/pdf/res 1733 @pdif
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Senor Presidente de Colombia
Doctor

Juan Manuel Santos Caderén
Casa de Narino

Bogota D.E
LC

Los abajo firmantes, representantes de la mayor parte de la Sociedad
Evangélica Colombiana, damos a conocer a usted de manera
respetuosa y a la opinién pablica nuestra posicion sobre el NUEVO
ACUERDO FINAL PARA LA TERMINACION DEL CONFLICTO Y
LA CONSTRUCCION DE UNA PAZ ESTABLE Y DURADERA,
acordado en La Habana (Cuba). A saber:

La Iglesia Evangélica de Colombia por conviccion y vocacion, cree y
apoya los propdsitos para lograr consolidar la Paz Nacional, donde el
cese de los conflictos y la reconciliacion de los colombianos sean una
visible realidad.

No obstante lo anterior, sobre el NUEVO ACUERDO FINAL tenemos
las siguientes manifestaciones y consideraciones, puesto que es
necesario establecer ante la opinion pablica nuestra posicion, a saber:

A) Rechazamos que se insista en los términos del Nuevo Acuerdo en
consideraciones tales como el término Enfoque de Género tal como
aparecia en el acuerdo anterior, y que no se hubiera producido las
maodificaciones que con respeto solicitamos,

Recordemos que habfamos expresado que el llamado enfoque del
"Nuevo Acuerdo” se hiciera especifico en la prevalencia de los
derechos de la mujer, entendiendo que la mujer en si misma, es una
victima exclusiva del conflicto nacional. (Ver pag. 47, 53, 79, 80,117,
119, 126, 131,134.136, 137, 191).

B) No compartimos que en la introduccion del documento se haya
establecido nuevamente que al “Nuevo Acuerdo”, se le adhieren de



manera automdtica "una serie de acuerdos que constituiran un todo
indisoluble®, dando a entender que el documento 82 acordado en La
Habana (Cuba) fue nuevamente revivido y adherido en su texto

original '

NO es aceptable que en los temas de enfoque diferencial y de género se
pretenda constituir un comité de acompanamiento internacional
integrado Solo por organismos pertenecientes a la Organizacion de
Naciones Unidas, llamese ONU Mujeres, Representante del Secretario
General de ONU para violencia sexual, Federacion Democritica
Internacional de Mujeres y Suecia.

C) Lamentamos que la FAMILIA no fuera reconocida en texto del
nuevo acuerdo, como victima principal del conflicto y que su Gnica
referencia fue haber sido citada bajo el texto constitucional del Articulo
42 de la Carta Fundamental.

D) Si bien reconocemos que en cuanto al Tribunal Especial de Justicia
se excluye la participacion de magistrados internacionales, como
inicialmente se pretendia, no es de recibo que esta Jurisdiccion tenga
un cardcter supraconstitucional y con funciones superiores a nuestras
Cortes de Justicia y, més atin, con un aparato de investigacion propio
con funciones extralimitadas, lo cual desde nuestra 6ptica pone en
peligro la institucionalidad y la estabilidad de la Repablica.

E) Reconocemos la inclusion en la implementacion del “Nuevo
Acuerdo” a organismos propios de nuestra naturaleza evangélica-
cristiana, tales como: Consejo Nacional de Reconciliacion y
Convivencia, Organismos de monitoreo y verificacion, Comision de
estudios de derechos a las victimas que han sido establecidas en el
documento,

F) Mas se echa de menos la atencion necesaria respecto a la
necesidad Urgente y prioritaria, de un pronunciamiento expreso en
estos “Nuevos Acuerdos”™ de la entrega de los miles de Menores
reclutados por las FARC, la regulacion de la entrega Efectiva de las
Armas y de los Bienes para Reparar a sus Victimas, la creacion de
Entes Especiales de proteccion para lideres y victimas Cristianas

29¢



I welicas, como asi mismo  tenemos  serios reparos  frente a
desequilibrio de las garantias v concesiones entre victimas
Vi 'IHT.’.‘:R"_?-.H’..'-i,"xl,l' St !‘v‘;'\i-' 1«‘.!(3‘1*-3."-1 1eran equitativas en la
l'.i‘-ti-".‘tf.! de una Reparacion Integr mas nada se dijo en el “Nuevo
Acuerdo” de las zonas de Reserva para Victimas, ni de las Curules
Peticionadas en respeto a la Equidad, ni de la Jurisdiccion Especia
i 1 Victis Cris s | | s, d ] ey ionad

O l\l,'l ( int ) SN < " { I.!Ii\ N0 1My !}‘ \E‘ 4 I l‘
\ceptable la Elegibilidad Politica de quienes han cometido Crimenes

de Lesa Humanidad v Crimenes de Guerra, contra nuestro Grupo v en

en ontra obl y Colombia
! | L [ R4 { Vv entl 1! S I [ nt J 0 {
{ | e ( ol 1 | stra i NUestro cotl S0 ©5
i ba o en ! £ 156N " (4 [ Ul \-\".’.f\. l'.!.’
( wien | | Vv DOc1a [ | nily- b ( ST
. Justicia podamos establecer en los urgentes d
Colombia v donde la defensa de la Familia v de los Pring pios |y

e | 1 Y ' ' |
4 dias del mes de no bre de 2016

Por CEDECOI
Consejo Evangélico de Colombi

Figure C.1.CEDECOL Letter to President Santos for the Renegotiation of the Final
AgreementShared by Lila Palacios de Martin€zesident RIFE



COMUNTCADD “ABANDERADNGS POR LA FAMILEA™
Agosio 10 de o0k

Hary es un dia kistiwico para noestra nacién. Hay 10 de agosto de 2006 despuds de
afins de silencin, pasividad e indiferencia por parte de muchos padres de familis
frente a lns politicas impuestas en términes de moralidad y secoalidad por parte del
gohierno nacional v del ministerio de educacion nacional. Hoy hemos despertado v
levantado noestra vor expresando noestra absohitn. meonformidad, oposicion v
preccupacitn por la manera comeo se viene manejando el tema de semalidad por
parte del gobierno nacional v el ministerio de edocackin nacional en oeestms
cilegins a mivel nacional.

Ex impartants iniciar hadendo mencién de le gque o nos leva o realizar &sta
manifestacion pacifica. Lo que no es ésta manifestacion a nivel nacional.

L

&

Mo es una campadia progmmada de desprestigio en contra del mindsterio de
eiucacion 0 pereonalmente motm i ministra Ging Parody como se ha
querikdo presentar en los medios de comunicacion.

Mo o= el remltado de ninguna incdinaciém o afiiacion paliticn, no ha =ido
moitivada, alentada, nd organimda atendiendo a los intereses oportunists de
algiin sector palitien en particular.

N e una manifestaciin homofbbica como también se ha querido presentar
amte la opinidn pdblica. Ko e asi. La comunidad LGETT tiene garantizados
sus derechos. Nuestro plantin ne e contr la comuanidad homaosexaal en s
misma por o gque son, o por quitades los derechos que tiene como
rindadanns de un estado social de derechio, laico y demorrdtion.

Mo es uma invitacion a la discriminacicn por raein de snsdentidad seoad o
por maalguier otm mative. Estamos toalmente de aooerdo en que debemns
buscar todas las formas posibles porgque la discriminaciim por coalguier
causa s erradien de noestras amlss de clase.

Mo r= uma incitacion al odio v 8 querer imponer los derechos de unas
mayuorias sobme lns minoris.

Entonces £Por gqué si nos estamos manifestando e éste dia? d0né 5 es ésta
manifestaciin

L

Si ex a2 vox que quiere exgresorse sobre come los padees sentimaos gque se
nis estd vulnerando el derecho que teremns coma padres de edocar v oriar a
muestros hijos de amoerdo o ooestras conviriones e erminos de b
seualidad, la moral, bos primcipios, los valores v 1 Eamilia.

Si ex una vor de aferfo sohre como o través del minsterio de edoraciin
macinnal ¥ de manera astuta amparados en umas senbencias de o corte
constitnoional respecio a la no discriminacion v acompatados en ésbe
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gjercicio por vamas organixaciones y en especal Colombia diversa, se esté
ejerciendo algin tipo de presion hacia las colegios pablicos y privados para
imponer de manera soterrada la idenlogia de géneto en los nifos y con esto
generar confusion en cuanto a su dentidad sexual.

3. Sies una voz gue se levanta para decir gue no aceptaremos que Se DOS
mmpoaga a nuestros hijos una kleologia de género, ni por Colombia diversa,
ni por el mmisterio de educacién nacional, ni por ninguna otra organizacion
que atente contra nuestras convicciones.

4. Si es una voz que exige que de la misma manera como nos disponemos a
respetar los derechos fundamentales de todos los demés que no péensan
como nasotros en términos de ks construccion de familia. También nuestros
derechos fundamentales sean respetados.

5 Si es una voz que busca que los derechos de unos pocos, no se coaviertan en
una Impesicion para todos.

6. Si es una vox que reclama respeto por la astonomia educativa y por el
derecho de los padres a escoger 1a educacién para sus hijos conforme a sus
conviceianes, su fe v sus creencias.

7. Sies una voz que nos recuenda que si hay padres que aman a sus hijos, que
se interesan no solamente por proveer econGmicamente, sino también de
guardar sus mentes v sus COrazones.

8. Si es una vox que demando ded Presidemte de la Repiblica, de los
magistradas de las altas cortes, de los representantes  del senado y cimar,
de los ministros de los diferentes gabinetes, de los gobernadores, alealdes,

diputadas y concejales que se conviertan en defensores, guardianes v
garantes de nuestra  constitucién, garantizando asi los derechos

Fundamentales de las familias colombianas.

Todo Jo anterior amparades en la LEY 1361 de 2009 por medio de la enal se crea Ia Ley
de Protecesdn Integral a la Familia, que en su Articulo 1° dice: *Objeto. La presente
bmmmmvmmddmmzyd&hhmhmmo
niiclkeo fundamental de la sociedad; asi mismo, establecer las disposiciones
necesarias para la elaboraciin de una Politien Piablica para la familia. Y en so
articulo 4°. En coanto a derechas dice: “El Estado y 1a Sociedad deben garantizar a
Ia familia el ejercicio plena de los siguientes derechos. Numeral 14. “Respeto v
bibertad en a formaciin de los hijos de acuerdo a sus principios y valores™

Por iltimo, que el amor, la seasatez v en especial Dios contindie guiando a nuestra
amada Nacién. Dios bendiga a nmestras nifios. Dios bendiga a nuestras familias.
Dias bendiga a Colombia.

ABANDERADOS POR LA FAMILIAY

Figure C.2.0Official Statement from a Christian Evangelical Church to Protests in
O0Marcha po2016l a Famili ab
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13. NO A QUE PRINCIPALES
VERDUGOS DE LA MUJER SEAN LOS
DEFENSORES DE SU DIGNIDAD

37

Figure C.3.PowerPoint Presentation Slide from Senator Maria del Rosario Guerra about
the 6Nod vote in the Peace Plebiscite
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RoOSario

* Pagina 10: Principios — Enfoque de Género

Igualdad y enfoque de género: Reconocimiento de las mujeres como
ciudadanas auténomas, sujetos de derechos que, independientemente de
su estado civil, relacion familiar o comunitaria, tienen acceso en
condiciones de igualdad con respecto a los hombres a la propiedad de \a
tierra y proyectos productivos, opciones  de financiamiento,
infraestructura, servicios técnicos y formacion, entre otros; atendiendo \as
condiciones sociales e institucionales que han impedido a \as muijeres
acceder a activos productivos Y bienes publicos Y sociales. Este
didas especificas en \a

reconocimiento implica la adopcion de me
ejecucién y seguimiento 2 los planes Y pr.ogramas
que teniendo en

en este acuerdo para se imp\emgnten !
ificas y condiciones diferenciales de \as
idades

contemplados
dades especi ; s ¢
"~ Giclo vital, afectaciones y Neces

cuenta las necesi .
uieres, de acuerdo con su ¢

planeacion,

-

Figure C.4.PowerPoint Presentati@lide from Senator Maria del Rosario Guerra
about Gender Perspective in the Peace Process
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Figure C.5.PowerPoint Presentation Slide from Senator Maria del Rosario Guerra
about Gender Perspective in the Final Peace Agreement
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Appendix D

ARTICLES, REFLECTIONS, AND DEFINIT IONS
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Figure D.1Compar ati ve Table of Meanings between
| deolfogyd Senat or Mar2a del Rosario Gu
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A

D.1 Definitions of O0Gender | deologyéo
0s

0 |
Catholic.Net Found in the Senator Maria del RosaridGu e r r a Al

Document available on the website:

https://es.catholic.net/op/articulos/41418/cat/44 Hesk-ideologiade-genero.html



https://es.catholic.net/op/articulos/41418/cat/447/que-es-la-ideologia-de-genero.html

Figure D.2 Reflectionsof Senator Maria del Rosario Guerra abdldmerd s  Ridhe e
Colombian Contextf the Peace Agreement
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Figure D.3 Article dThe Gender Perspective in the Final Peace AgreédmeWr i t t en by
llva HoyosCastdedaf r om Senator Mar2a del Rosar
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IDEOLOGIA DE GENERO:

EDUCACION SEXUAL INTEGRADA:

o El sexo tiene 4 aspectos, pero principalmente es para
gozar

o Si es para gozar porque hay que esperar tanto,
sexualizar a los ninos desde pequenos.

o Tienes derecho a disfrutar como sea, si cualquier
opcion sexual esta bien, puedes ir mas alla.

o No tienes que estar embarazada si no quieres.
o Sacar a los padres del proceso educativo.

FigureD.4APower Point Presentatlideml| SIgiydde akhglai nst
Comprehensive Sex Education from Red Internacional Familia 'y
Educacion (RIFE)
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ormarle a Ios Dadres

e ] tHB\oE,
RS O 105 UT qomn T R oE Opt
género, asi <omooﬁcodecolcsv|dnmde'o'mooporumyodccvodo

En lo Tablo 1 se plantean los derechos sexules y reproductivos.

Derechos sexvales Derechos reproductivos

1. B demecho de hombees y musres O ser sec0n0Cdon Como seres sewwodos. | El dewecho 0 decide ibre y nespcnsoblemente o nimero de
2 8 dewcho 0 fondlecer 1 ouoesimo ¥ Suonomia poms odoptar decacnes | s © hiot ¥ o #ienalo enme elos y elos, ¥ 0 deponer
30w o sewoldod de lo dormocn, educocin y meder par logrda
3 € derechy b = da e €1 desncho Ge muems y hombees de decdr de monen
m“mmw iehndadas y litre y responsoble ko posibidod de ser madmes o podws.
Muwhmmaummmww £l devecho 0 decide lbremerte o 100 de fomilic que 20
quere formor

e o sencidod 1 sometmento o wolenca, cooccidn, | El demcho 0 occeder o mitodis oeiconcestihcs tegure,
e e caphaties y ehcoces (induyendo ko ortconcepcdn de
5 £l derecho o excoger kan y ks compotens sexcles. pRve——l
6 B deecho o pleno mepet por by integrdod feco del coempo y s | £ demecho de ks muess 0 no ke daciminociones ©
D Ones sevucles w desguoles por razén del embomzo © matemidod,
7. € desecho 0 decidit 3 se quare micior ko vida senal © 40, 0 5 36 Quiere ser | en ol estd, Poboi © derdo de o fomiia
sesucimente 0civa © 0o © N0 £l desecho o tener occeso o servicice de sokd y olencidn
8. B demecho o Yerer reioccres suoles consersuodos medco que gorracen s motemdod segun, Lo de
9 B desecho 0 decds lbmmente 3 s contoe matimono, se comvive con o | resgoe en los perados de gestacidn, poo y lactonca y
PO © T parmOteCe 300 © 3040 e brnde los maumas posibldodes de tener hos © hcs
10. £l devecho o exprezar lbme y ousiromamente 1o orentocin sewal e
11, El demche o protegerse del emborazs y de kaz weccones de Saremiside | £l dewcho 6 contor con senvicos educatives @ nkommocin
el Do Qe 2ar b OANOmD mpEAAT
12 € desecho a tener 0cceso 0 servicos de solud sexwol de caldod Los | 1 desecho o tener 0cceso 0 ke bereficce del progreso
criercs boscos de coldod son buen toto, eficenco, confidencoldod, | centico, [ od COMY CON BerRCOs o:(rt-t‘ Qe

meeanntdad mansodbion w aconducn pbibonnn bo  parevdedes it Ao Lo moiomm

: Ensenan a usar anticonceptivos abortivos sin ninguna
erta, sin decir que esteriliza, que pueden contraer e.t.s

Figure D.5.PowerPoint Presentation Slitem Red Internacionaldmilia y Educacion
(RIFE) about the Role @exual and Reproductive Rights in the Education
Manual6 Ambi entes Escol ares Libres de Dis
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folitica educativa.

39: Se trata la problematica, luego se entregan unas fichas
on unas preguntas y unos lineamientos que ellos tienen qu
lenar.

10: Se toman las inquietudes de ellos y una relatora lo
raduce a el lenguaje que la ONU quiere implementar

52: Hacen los proyectos sin que nadie se de cuenta para

evitar las marchas y que peleen las fundaciones que
defienden la vida y la familia

 LIRES OE DISCRIMINACION

10 sw uncefe cse ENE

Figure D.6.PowerPoint Presentation Slitem Red Internacional Familia y Educacion
(RIFE) about the Inclusionégf Gender | deol ogyé | deas
the Education Manual
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“Convocamos al gran Planton por la Vida el 19 de febrero, ante la Corte
Constitucional y las sedes de Profamilia en ¢l pais™

Comunicado de organizaciones pro-vida a la opinidn pdblica

El doloroso caso de JuanSe, ¢l niflo abortado por la organizacién PROFAMILIA después de
sus 7 meses de gestacidn, deja en evidencia lo lejos que ha llegado la prictica del aborto en
Colombia. Se trataba de un nifto en avanzado estado de desarrollo, sin malformaciones
incompatibles con la vida, concebido en una relacidn consentida y de cuya madre la Unidad
de Salud de la Universidad del Cauca dijo que no se encontraba en riesgo de afectacién a su
salud por razon del embarazo.

El asesimato de JuanSe ha generado amplio rechazo social y expone Jos abusos que se vienen
cometiendo desde la Sentencia C-355 de 2006 de Ja Corte Constitucional. La misma Corte
ha buscado ampliar la prictica del aborto a través de seatencias de tutela, en las que ha dado
un margen mayor a la mterpretacion de las tres causales onginales: malformacién del feto
incompatible con la vida, violacién o riesgo para la vida de la madre. De esta Gitima hoy se
abusa para justificar el aborto en cualquier circunstancia y por eso la misma PROFAMILIA
en su rueda de prensa por ¢l caso de JuanSe, ha dicho que la afectacion de la salud mental
constituye el 90% de Jos cazos de aborto realizados por esa organizacidn (22,146 solo el afio

pasado).

Este caso, reveld al pais el drama de Jos nifos abortados en avanzado estado de gestacidn,
incluso cuando ya es viable su vida extrauterina, como lo era JuanSe. Todo esto ocurre
mientras en la Corte Constitucional se discute una nueva ponencia abortista del magistrado
Alejandro Linares que pretende liberalizar adn mds la prictica del aborto, y mientras ¢l
Ministerio de Salud evalda la reglamentacidn de dichos procedimientos.

Es por eso que las organizaciones provida pedimos que este momento sea propicio para que
el debate se aborde en el escenano mis idéneo: el Congreso de la Repablica, Este debe ser
el espacio de construccidn del didlogo democritico, antes que las sentencias de fa Corte o las
resoluciones del Gobiemo,

Pedimos también que se investigue a PROFAMILIA por el caso en mencién y por otros
casos en los que se pudo haber abusado de la despenalizacién para cometer abortos
ilegales (sin caunsales). Que responda por o destino de los cuerpos de los bebés
abortados, en estricto sentido ¢l de JuanSe. Confiumos en que la justicia aclarard las
actuaciones de esa organizacion en lo que respecta a sa funcidn abortista y a su actuacion en
¢l caso concreto de Juan Sebastidn,
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Hemaos rectbido en solidaridad el apoyo de muchas organizaciones iternacionales, quicnes
se han sumado a este comunicado,

De esta forma, invitamos a todos aguellos que se unen a esta causa, gue of 19 de febrero,
desde sus pafses, nos acompaiien organizado un peguedlo plantén en las embajadas o
consulados colombianocs ¥ hagan entrega oficial del comunicado de ka sociedad civil,
rechazando el aborto.

Internacionales:

Chile

Colectivo de Organizaciones Por las dos vidas:
1. Siempre por ks Vida

2. Movimiento de Mujeres Reivindica
3. Testimonios por la Vida

4, Proyecto Esperanza Chile

6. Frente por la defensa de la Vida - Valparafso
7. Fundacién Mirada Mds Humana

8. Comunidad y Justicia

9. Fundacidn Angel de Luz

10. Maternitas

11, Red por ka Vida Biobio

12, Plataforma Chile es Vida

13, Amigos del Maule por la Vida

14, Juntos por la Vida

15, Fundacidn Coordinadora por la Vida
16. Proyector Alégrate Mujer

17. M&icos por la Vida

18. Nifios por le Vida

19. Proyecto Nasciturus

20. Salvar el 1/ Save de | Chale

Paraguay

21. Generacidn Provida

22, Foro de Didlogo Civil

23. FEDAVIFA

24, SMMM

25.CAV

26. 40 Dias por la Vida

27. Pastoral de Ia Vida

28, Con Mirada de Mujer

29. Freate Joven

30, Sia la Vida, a las Dos Vidas
31. Con Mis Hijos No Te Metas
32, Frente Nacional Provida y Profamalia
33. Padres en Accién Puraguay



Perua

34.
35,
36.
37,
. Salvemos las 2 Vidas Peru

. Movimiento Pro Mujer

. Frente Joven

. Corazén de Madre

. Vida Viva

. Coordinadora Nacional Unidos por la Vida y la Familia

. Fraternidad de Agrupaciones Santo Tomas de Aquino - FASTA

Proyecto Esperanza Pert
Opcién V

Vifiedos de Raquel

Red J6venes Provida

Venezuela

45.

Proyecto Esperanza Venezuela

México
46 Red ProYucatin

47.
. Paternidad, A.C.

. Casa Hogar para el Desamparado, A.C.

. Infancia Feliz, A.C.

. Instituto Dar

. Asociacién Nacional Pro Superacién Personal, A.C.
. Instituto José Pablo Rovalo

.AZCUE, A.C.

. AMANC Yucatin, IAP

. Aprendamos Juntos, A.C.

.Club ARCA, A.C.

. COMEXBIO

. TUUKLEH-Piénsalo

. Patronato Hogares Juveniles SANA, A.C.

. Asociacién de Médicos Cat6licos

. Asociacion de Mujeres Yucatecas Contra el Cancer, A.C.
. Asociacién Hogar de Angeles, IAP

. Asociaciéon Vida Humana Integral, IAP

. Ayuda a la Mujer Embarazada, A.C.

. CAIYRAD

. Estoy Bien, A.C

. Género F, A.C.

. Hogares MANA, A.C.

. Salvemos una Vida, A.C.

. Unién Nacional de Padres de Familia Yucatin
. Méas Humano, AC

. Amor Seguro, AC

. MaterDei Centro Cultural Cat6lico

. Fundacién Valentina Arrigunaga Peén

. CEFIM Yucatén

. Proyeccioén Valor, AC

. Instituto Proyecto Humano Integral

Donando Sangre, Compartiendo Vida A.C
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79. Fundacién del Empresariado Yucateco (FEYAC)
80. Primero Familia

81. Red Para la Familia de Yucatdn

82. Casa de Descanso de los Abuelos

83. 40 Dias por la Vida Yucatdn

84. Centro Educativo y Comunitario Pbro. *Fernando Castro Andrade, IAP
85. CEDIDOWN, IAP

86. AMSIF

87. Mano Amiga Conkal

88. Fundaciéon PAUDI

89. Psicoparatodos

- Accién Jalisco México

Ecuador

90. Frente Joven Ecuador

91. Proyecto Esperanza, Guayaquil

92. Fraternidad de Agrupaciones Santo Tomds de Aquino - FASTA

El Salvador

93. Fundacién Si a la Vida

94. Fundacién Forja

95. Vida y Familia Vida y Familia

96. EVA - Educando la Voluntad y Afectividad

97. Fundacién RESVAMUSAL

98. PIMUDES

99. Somos Mds

100. Heartbeat El Salvador

101. Vito Catdlico SV

102. Fundacion Eva

103. Asociacién Manos Amigas

104. Salvemos a la Familia

105. Comunidad Cristiana de Asambleas de Dios San Salvador/ Santa Ana/ San Miguel/
La Libertad y Sangiiilingo

106. Conferencia Evangélica de Asambleas De Dios

107. Movimiento de Transformacién Nacional - Levantémonos El Salvador
108. Grupo Pastoral Nueva Jerusalén

Bolivia

109. Plataforma Ciudadana por la Vida y la Familia

110. Discipulos de Cristo, del Movimiento Jesis, José y Maria
111. Proyecto Esperanza Bolivia

- Salvemos las 2 vidas Bolivia

Uruguay

112. Asociacién Cristiana Uruguaya De Profesionales De La Salud (ACUPS)
113. Ministerio Nehemias - Educadores Cristianos

114. Congreso Iberoamericano Por La Vida Y La Familia

115. ESALCU

116. Colegio y Liceo Bet-El

117. Hacemos un Trato



118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127.
128
129
130
131
132,
133
134

. Comisién Evangélica Multidisciplinaria del Uruguay

. Todos por los Niflos

. A Mis Hijos No Los Tocan

. Unién Deportiva Cristiana

. Ministerio Internacional La Casa Del Rey De Gloria - Mercedes-Soriano
. Casa de Dios. Red Apostdlica Internacional - Montevideo
. Las Deboras

. Madrinas por la Vida

. Red de Familias Uruguay

. CEPRODIH

. Gruta de Belén

. Proyecto Esperanza Uruguay

. Servicio Comunitario Siembra

. Movimiento Adelante

. Movimiento Por La Vida

. Mesa Coordinadora Por La Vida - Salto

. PROMI - Proteccién Materno Infantil

Guatemala

135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165

. Asociacién La Familia Importa

. Asociacion Si a la Vida

. Ministerios Maranatha

. Presbiterio Cristiano de Guatemala

. Instituto Internacional Juntos por la Vida

. Fundacién Apoya

. 40 Dias por la Vida Guatemala

. Asociacion pro vida humana de Quetzaltenango, Guatemala
. El pais de los j6venes

. Guate X La Familia

. Asociacion de Familias Numerosas

. Intercesién por La Vida

. Una Mente Abierta a la Vida (UMAVID)

. Familias con Sentido

. Héroes por la Vida y la Familia

. Arte Hoy y Siempre

. Proyecto Esperanza

. Ministerio de Sanacién San Pedro

. Live for Life

. Asociacién PADREZ

. ASOVID

. Asicromosomos

. Sindrome X Fragil

. Pastoral Familiar de la Conferencia Episcopal de Guatemala
. Centro de Atencién a la Mujer Sangre de Cristo

. Seccién Sefloras Regnum Christi

. Enlace A.C.

. Pastoral Arquidiocesana de la Vida

. Movimiento un Camino Mejor

. Apéstoles de la Virgen de Guadalupe, del Movimiento Jesis, José y Maria
. Discipulos del Santisimo Sacramento, del Movimiento Jesis, José y Marfa

32C



166. Fundacién Maria Madre de Misericordia, del Movimiento Jesiis, José y Marfa
167. Familias con Sentido

168. Asociacién Equidad y Desarrollo Sostenible Andar

169. Instituto de Andlisis de Riesgo y Prospectiva Estratégica

170. Mission Hope

171. Mano Amiga

172. Encuentro Matrimonial

Panama
173. Alianza Panamefia por la Vida y la Familia

Brasil

174. Movimento da Cidadania pela Vida

175. Brasil sem Aborto

176. Movimento de Defesa da Vida da Arquidiocese do Rio de Janeiro
177. Asociagdo Nacional Provida do Brasil

178. Rede Nacional em Defesa da vida e da familia

179. Geragdo Pr6Vida Brasil

180. Associa¢do Nacional Pré-vida e Pro-familia

181. Instituto Espirita Vida

182. Comissdo Arquidiocesana de promocdo e defesa da vida.

183. Missido Vida in Concert

184. CERVI-Centro de Reestruturacdo para a Vida

185. G.O.D. (Global Organizacion Defense)

186. Movimento Legislacdo e Vida

187. Movimento Nacional da Cidadania pela Vida - Brasil sem Aborto

Costa Rica

188. Médicos por la Vida de Costa Rica

189. Opciones heroicas

190. Asociacién Crece

191. Despierta Costa Rica

192. Alianza por la vida

193. Médicos por la vida

194. Grupo Maria Virgen y Madre, Movimiento Jestis José y Maria.
195. Fraternidad de Agrupaciones Santo Tomds de Aquino - FASTA

Espaiia

196. Fraternidad de Agrupaciones Santo Tomds de Aquino - FASTA
197. Foro de la Familia

198. Citizen Go

Repiblica Democratica del Congo
199. Fraternidad de Agrupaciones Santo Tomds de Aquino — FASTA

ge\‘ Fe/,-e
(9 CRECE

Figure E.1Official PressStatemenmentioning the supporters of the Red Internacional
Familia y Educacion (RIFEggainst Abortia Published on Facebook on
February 2021
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IVERSITY o
FIAWARE

CONSENT TO PARTICIPATE IN A RESEARCH STUDY

Title of Study: Quantitative and Qualitative Perspectives on the Colombian Peace Plebiscite Elections 2016

Principal Investigator(s): Angela Maria Bohérquez Oviedo

Important aspects of the study you should know about first:

Purpose: The purpose of the study is to explore the knowledge and experiences of politicians, religious leaders,
activists, scholars, and journalists that played a key public role in the national debates of the campaigns for the Yes
and No vote in the peace plebiscite elections in the most widely read national newspapers.

Procedures: If you choose to participate, I will be interviewing based on a set of broad questions about the national
debates of the Yes and No campaigns before the elections of the peace plebiscite in the most widely read national
newspapers.

Duration: This will take about 30 minutes to one hour in one session.

Risks: The participation in this study will not expose you to any physical, psychological, social, financial or legal
risks given that you are a public figure whose opinions and ideas are well-established in the public sphere.

Benefits: The main benefit from this research to you is the opportunity to share their expertise and knowledge
about the peace plebiscite results. The findings of the interview will nourish the future analysis of peace
mechanisms of democratic participation in political processes in Colombia and Latin America, which has not been
a central object of study in political science and political communication.

Costs and Compensation: If you decide to participate there will be no additional cost to you and you will not be
compensated.

Participation: Taking part or not in this research study is your decision. You can decide to participate and then
change your mind at any point.

Contact Information: If you have any questions about the purpose, procedures, or any other issues related to this
research study you may contact the Principal Investigator, Angela Maria Bohérquez Oviedo at 484-9088419 or
angelabo@udel.edu or you may contact the co-chairs of her dissertation committee: Dr. Kara Ellerby at 302-8310730 or
kellerby(@udel.edu and Dr. Pascha Bueno-Hansen at 302-2201915 or pbh@udel.edu
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Figure F.2.IRB Determination of Exempt Status of the Research
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