EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Habana, Cuba, November 5, 1940,

Dear Friend:

It was fine to hear your voice over the telephone the
other day, and I was able to give your message to Huberman
later in the day. Huberman told me that he had made up his
nind ¥o return to New York, leaving here this last Monday
afternoon. I saw him on Monday morning again, and he told
me he and Roubikine were leaving by plane for Miami that
afternoon.

There was some question while he was here over his giving
a concert under the auspices of one of the local musical
organizations. I did not encourage Huberman in considering
it seriously, because I know something concerning the musical
situation here and the power of absorption so far as first
class concerts is concerned is relatively limited. There are
several organizations here giving first class concerts during
the winter season just starting, but they have made their
programs, engaged their artists, and sold their seats. Any
additional venture now would be very difficult to carry
through, as there is already as much on the books as I believe
the traffic will bear. Naturally, several people here were
interested in availing themselves of Huberman's presence to
give a concert during November, but I think they were inter-
ested in what they could make out of it, and whether the
concert was really a first class success financially was a
secondary matter with them. I am anxious for Huberman to play
here, but I think he should do it under the favorable cir-
cumstances which are necessary, even for the greatest artist,
to have a successful concert here. There is already so much
scheduled for November that I felt sure that a concert in
November would prove a Cisappointment to him., He saw it in
the same way, and I think before I made any observations to
him about the matter had reached the same conclusions as I did,

There is a first class organization here known as Pro Arte
which arranges for a series of concerts every winter, and these
are well attended by the best part of the music-loving public.
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Their program for this season is made up, and they always
include as much as their experience tells them the traffic
will bear. I know the people who run Pro Arte, and I an
sure they will be interested in trying to get Huberman here
for the next season if his plans will make him available,
Under those circumstances he can give a concert here which
will really be satisfactory all around,

We were delighted to have this chance of seeing Huberman
and of chatting with him. He is really as fine a spirit as
he is great as an artist. He has told me about his secretary,
Miss Ibbeken, and I am already trying to see what can be
done towards facilitating her admission to the United States
on a permanent basis., It is going to be rather difficult, as
she is chargeable to the German quota, and of course has not
yet registered for a number, as she is in the United States
on a visitors' visa., I am exploring the situation, and I
will do everything 1 can t¢ facilitate the matter and shall
keep in touch with Huberman about it. I can realize how
important it is for him to have her also permanently admitted.

Today is the great day, and I somshow feel that
Roosevelt's electicn is assured, but I shall be a great
deal happier I hope tomorrow, I consider his election
ossential in so many ways. The psychological effect os his
failure to be reelected would be tremencous, and it would
be difficult really to foresee what the results of failure
of reelection would be,

I hope Mrs, Heineman is making rapid progress towards
complete recovery. We are looking forward so much to seeing
you both here before too long.

With affectionate good wishes for you all from us both,

Faithfully yours,




