Buenos Aires, April 3, 1947

SECRET

Dear Dean:

I have just received the Department's secret
telegram no. 252 of April 2, 1947, 6 p.m., (for my
secret information) informing me of the President's
invitation to Ambassador Ivanessevich to call at the
White House on March 31 and at which time he was
received by the President, -Senators Vandenberg and
Connally, and yourself. I have noted with much interest
the contents of the Department's telegram and am d eeply
appreciative of this step which has been taken by the
President as I am confident that it will prove to be
most helpful., The initiative which has been taken in
this matter at this '

-

3 time 1s, I am sure, most constructive
and I would like the President and you to know how grateful

2 3
I am for this initiative.

1

It so happens thut I have just forwarded a secret
despateh to the Department no. 2119 of March 31, 1947
& 3

entitled "Conversation with the Foreign kinister" in
which I go into this whole matter of compliance rather
fully and bring to the attention of the Department some
considerations whieh I thought should be before it with-

out further delay. 1 transmitted a copy of this des-
patech to the Department addressed to Secretary iarshall
with a covering letter to the Secretary dgted March 81
and I transmitted a copy of the despatch and of the
letter to Secretary Marshall to you under the same date.
As this despatch has an important bearing on this whole
matter, 1t is my hope that you will be cble to read it.
It was not my intention by tnhis despateh to precipitate
any decisions by the Department as I am still awaiting

the results

The Honorable
Dean Acheson,
Acting Secretary of State,
Washington, D, C,
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the results of the really serious action which the
Argentine Government is taking to secure the remainder
of these aliens so as to clean up this matter, but I did
think that the information shculd be there for your
information.

I noted with a good deal of surprise as I am sure
you all did that the Argentine ambassador in reply to
the President's statement concerning these aliens asserted
that it was a calumny to say that there w Nazis in the
Argentine and that the President must be referring to
some Argentine citizens whose cases were in the courts.
I feel quite sure that Ivanessevich was completely honest
in this reaction but it is an indication how badly he
has been informed or rather inadequately by his Government.
This, I am sorry to say, is nothing unusual in the case
of a good many of these governments and it is one of the
reasons why some of these Chief's of Mission of the
American republics in Washington so inadequately express
the thoughts of their own Government there on occasion.
Ivanessevich is a great surgeon and a great dlagnostician.,
He is a man of very fine social sense and sense of public
service. lle is an extremely sensitive person even for
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an Argentine, He accepted this pcst as he thought he

could render a service tc his country and because he is
really interested in the relationships between the two
countries. Ilie left Buenos Aires for Washington about

the end of July last year or in the first days of august
and has not been here since. It seeuws incredible, how-
ever, that he should be so inadeguately informed on this
particular qQuestion and particularly as the present
Arpentine Government has been giving such constant and
serious attention to the matter of schools and institytions
and propaganda, property and aliens since it assumed office.
No one/%an assure you will be more surprised than President
Yerén and Foreign Minister Bramuglia that lvannessevieh
shoulc have expressed such little knowledge of this matter
of the aliens and of what Hs Government is doing.

As I say in my secret despatch no. 2119 of Harch 31
and as the President has stated in his conversation with
ivanessevich, there remains only the completion of the
one point of compliance - that of certain aliens - to be
completed., I can assure you that the subject of these
points of compliance and more latterly aliens has been

the subject
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the subject of conversations between the Foreign inister
and me two or three times a week since my arrival here

and that on any number of occasions and again very
recently as reported to the Department, I have discussed
this matter with the President and in my last conversation
with him several weeks ago, I stressed the urgency of
completing the action.

I have tried to make it clear that the argentine
Government is really doing everything within its power
to find these remaining aliens. It is us '
facllities of the police and of certain sec
Army throughout the country. It has organi special
squads which get independently of the police and the
Army and which are seocuring the country. It is spending
a great deal of money on this search which has been un-
remitting. The last information I had of this last 1list
of 52 which would complete those against whom there is
any evidence and of which 13 have already been dej oltcu,
is that eight are under dete ﬂt’“n awaiting deportation
and thut CF crtation c¢f these 1s being held up pending
the results of the further search. What concerns the
Arcgentine Government is that undoubtedly some of thes
people have been able to get out of the country in spite
of the border controls but you will reslize how inadequate
these nust be with the 1ong border with Chile and Paragiay
in particular., Some of these agents and probably most
of them wish to avoid being returned to Germany under
any circumstance and it is my opinion that without any
doubt a good many of them have escaped tc southern Chile
and southern Brazil where they are locst among the very
congsiderable number of Germans resident there and who
would give them shelter. The photographs have been
circulated widely with the moust ccmplete deseriptions,
but I am frankly pessimistic as to whether any of these
which have escasped to other countries can bte apprehended
even with the collaboration of those countries,

tors of the

What concerns President Perdn and the Foreign Minist
and other high officials of the Argehtine Government
that they have for iwo months been making this extra-
crdinary effort, following the efforts which they were
making, and which were very real since June 19486 and
they have only been able to find a certain number. I
know that in Buenos Aires and in other c¢ities and in
outlying areas a considerable numsbter of Germans and
Argentines have been detained under temporary arrest
as there was information that these people might have
harbored these people who are being sought or may have
kncwledge of their whereabouts. ui.t is giving the
concern to the high Argentine authorities is that they

have
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have been making this tremendous effort using all the
elements at their disposal and still have not been able
to get Becker and a goodly number of the others in the
list. The last few times I spoke with the President
about this he was really at his wit's end for he is so
desirous of completing this matter, and he realizes the
importance of it and is entirely understanding of the fact
that we are insisting and properly so on the Government
getting all of these people it can and he wants to make
a full showing not only because they want to get these
people because of what they have done and alsc because
he want to clean up the situatiaon.

I want again to say how deeply appreciative I am
of the initiative which was taven by the President in
connection with Ambassador Ivaness eV1ch'3 return to the
Argentine. I am sure that E““z nt Perbén will receive
the message in the spirit in which it was conveyed and
that they will redouble thelr eff > S but what concerns
me as I know it will concern the
been making all possible effort and how many
of these people they e¢an get. In my op n 1n tue end
it will resolve itself into a question of our recognizing
the good fai of the Argentine Government in this matter
and of which I have said in my despatch no. 2119 there is
in my opinimn doubt. If they cannot get them all or
even a fal umber of them I think we must recognize that
their e t has been made in good faith and in the same
good fa that we would show and Lxdt we might in a
similar situation be exactly in the same Lu%.tiOﬁ of not
being able to deliver all of these or lJ I have every
ing of this.
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I have wanted you to know how deeply I appreciate
this action by the President and the Department. I
feel sure that the President and the Foreign Ministe
will discuss this matter with me and I shall emphasiz
very strongly the position of our Government. This

of course,
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of course, what I have been doing and could not have
been doing nmore strongly but the fact that the Presi-
dent and the Department have placed this matter before
the Argentine Government in this manner will be very
helpful, but I am frankly unable to say how the Argen-
tine Government can take more definite measures and
more ample measures to find these people than it has
been taking.

When President, I would apprecis te
very much m my very real appreci-
ation of h a 1 D uctive initiative and
action,

Belleve me,

Cordially and faithfully yours,

George S, Messersmith




