AXBENIAXXX Sierra Paracaim#~%#
X (B México 10, D,F|Nm

Dear Dgnnie :

I have nd written pem M_ﬁor the last
two weeks, and I think thls 1s the first time that that has
happened in the last twenty years, I have a tremendous ac-
cumulation of correspondence, psrsonal and otherwiss, and ths
real resson that 1 have not written any letters is that with
moving, not feeling well and many things to do, I have nelther
had the time nor the courage to write,

The d¥ctors have found what the trouble 1s that has been
giving me so much pain and discomfort. I had these attacks of
hernia of the oceséphagus at the end of January and of February
but I am well over that. In spite of that trouble being out
of the way, I had these tremendous pains in the abdomen, and it
was not until about a week ago that the doctors arrived at the
conclusion that the pains come from an inflammation of the out-
let of the stomach made in 1919 when I had an operation for
ulcera in Belgium, This plumbing has served me well in all
these years and 1 have had no trouble except in Buenos Alres in
1946 when I hed the same kind of inflammation, and it kept me
unhappy for monthse, I saw the doctor this morning and he tells
me that they hope to cure it like they did in Buenos Aires,
but there is the possibility that I may eventually have to
have an operation for it which, if necessary, I will have done |
in New York rather than here, I feel very comfortable some ’
days, and other days I have reslly tremendous pains, when the
stomach cannot empty itself. In any event I am in good hands
here and now that we know what it 1s, it 1is easier to handle,
The net result, however, has been that I have really not felt
like doing much a good part of the time. Today 1 feel like a2
million dollars and really think the #ing 1s getting bettere.

I have been wanting to write you every daye Now there 1is
so much to write about that I cannot even begine So this is
just a letter to tell you how sorry I have been not to have bes:
in touch with you, but I am sure you will understand. Marion a
and I are planning to leave here about June 1lst, and to spend
most of June in New York, and after the annual meeting in To-
rontc to return to Mexico City, I am wondering if you will be
back by that time. I do hops so, ad I do want to see you and
have the opportunity for a reasl visit,

This devaluation of the peso is a very serious matter in
every way, I think I study and follow the general Mexican
picture financlally end economically, more closely than any
foreigner, and 1 certainly have &3 good opportunities as any

D,N,Heineman, Esq.,
¢/o Sofina, S.A,

38 Rue de Naples
Bruxelles
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foreigner to do so. I can only tell you that the devaluation
came as a complete surprise, Whether it was necessary or not,
it has been done and all the conssquences have to be reckoned
with, They will be morse serious t han those following the last
devaluation. It will be months before things will in any way
become normal here, but I hope that there will be no political
unrest and I believe there will be none, at least none of a
serious character. The consequences however are so tremend- |
ocus for everyboldy living here and there 1s so much lack of con-}
fidence In so many circles that the handling of the situation |
will require the greatest widdom and at times great firmness,

So far as Mgxlight 1s concerned, the consequences f or us
would be tremendous unless the Government takes in adequate
time the adequate measures, I have the absolute conviction
that in the Important government circles as well as in com-
merce and industry the importance of the Company in the ec=-
cnomic life of the central area, which 1is the hsart of the
country, is so well established that we are going to get ad-
equate relief. I will noct go into this in this letter, nor giv
gilve my reasons because 1t would require a long story, but
I thought you would be interested to know that I definitely
believe that the position of the Company this time will be
properly corrected by the Government., It will take a lot of
work on our part and a lot of patience, and we will have to
have some help from our friends, but all of this I am sure
is going to be present, It 1s a terrible blow after all that
we have done, but we will get through it. Thers was never a
better understanding of the lmportance of the Company than ther
there 1s now, and that 1is our safeguard,

Draper 1s taking hold very well here and I am sure he
will fulfill all of our expectations. He 1is extraordinarily
energetic and resourceful and deeply interested. He has to
learn, which is quite natural, the stmosphere in which we are
working, and with regard to some matters he may be overly opti-
mistic, but that is bstter than the other attitude of not
seeing what can be done. I find that his ways of thinking and
hls general approaches are very much like those that I follow,
and we have not had any differsence of any lmportance. I re-
peat that I think it will work out well, The only one of
his 1deas I could not go along with was the thought which he
has been having as to the possibllity of our goin% into the
actual sale of elsctrical household appliances. here are
literally hundreds and perhaps thousands of firms, large and
small, in the area we serve, selling household appliances,
and I think if we went into the business we would do oursel-
ves a great deal of harm, The primary purpose he has in mind
is, I think, not so rmuch the proflit in the operatlion, as the
stimulation of domestlc demand, and the latter of course is
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good, but we do not need to go into the appliance business to
stimulate demand, As a matter of fact we have often thought of
the possibility of going into the appliance business and we havse
always found every reason against it and none for it,

The financing problems of the Company are going to he mors
difficult under any circumstances, even 1f the Government gives
us adequate relief and the help whilch we need, but I am sure
that can be met, Draper has very good ideas about this and 1is
more resaourceful in this respect than I am, so that his back=
ground and experlence will be very helpful to us,

You will shortly be sesing Maryssael as he simply has to
spend a few weeks Iin Belglum to see his family. He has besn
putting this off from time to time, but now he really must do it
and we hope that he can take a long holiday with hils family in
Belgium later in the year. He 1is really an extraordinarily cap-
able man and his usefulness to the Company has steadily in-
creassd over the years, and I do not see how the Company could
get on without him,

As I sald, there are so many things to talk about that I
cannot even begin, Marion is quite well., Our house 1is really a
little jeweland will serve all our purposes in lHexico City, and
the Cuernavaca house 1s all that anyone could wish for. I
think 1t will turn out that we will spend at 1east four days
of every week 1n #exico City and three in Cuernavaca, We look
forwzard to a real visit from you and detty and Egana and Yvonne,.
Narion has been very unhappy about me and it has worn her down
a blt, but I am really getting better, and even if I should
eventually have to have an operatiom for thils outlet of the
stomach, I would not shrink from it, although I certalnly have
had enough of thate. In many ways 1l have been fortunate t hat
this plumbing job done in Belglum in 1919 has served me over so
many years. It is not Infrequent that people who have had this
operation, have found it necessary to have another after a num-
ber of years to lncrsesasd the size of the outlet,

I hope that you are enjoying your days in Prussels and I
am sure you will see many old frilends, including Adenausr, Con-
cerning the big picture, I will not touch on it for the same
reason that I cannot talk about the little picture in Mexico,

I really look forward to a goof visit frem you in June and I
do hope that you and Hetty and Edgna and Yvonne will come down
during the second half of this year, foy idreal visit,

w

Marion joins in love and good wishes and I hope you will
give our best to Yvonne who I suppose 1is with you, Do remembser
us to any of our friends who you think would be interested in
hearing from us,
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Always Faitafully yours,

]

;A’ ’?N
George S, Me&sersmlth.
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