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To the west of the house and lining the entranceway
were rows of trees, primarily American chestnut and sugar

3

maple,~ under which grew large specimens of bc:xv.mod.l+
Maple sugar and syrup were produced from the sap of the
sugar maples, and the chestnut stand was cut for timber
several times during the years following the original

planting.5

The barn was located part way up the driveway on
the right; to the left was an orchard, which extended the
entire length of the Park, Two o0ld pear trees at Longwood
stand in the proper location to have been part of this
orchard, At the end of the driveway stood the house, its‘
porch ornamented with iron snakes, Much of the house was
covered with ivy, as were several very large pine trees
which were limbless up to a height of 50 feet above the
ground,

To the west of the house were stables and
outbuildings, including the smokehouse, the blacksmith

shop,6

and the carpenter shop. Immediately to the east of
the house were two croquet courts made of compacted earth,
These were supplied with lamps for evening play and furnished
with rustic chairs and sofas, To the southeast of the house
and at the edge of the avenues of trees was a lake which
covered approximately two acres., Spring-fed and reaching

to an approximate depth of ten feet, this was often used




92

— -
<w . e 6
TRl B0
. - w9 [
- s g 7, - - ‘

The entrance driveway to the west of the house circa 1884, (Eleutherian Mills ;
Historical Library)




The area to the east of the house, which is often referred to as the "bowling

green" circa 1884, This area was probably used for croquet, It is interesting
to note the ivy growing on the trunks of two large trees (probably white pines)
in the left part of the photograph, (Eleutherian Mills Historical Library)
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The lake circa 1884, (Eleutherian Mills Historical Library)
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for boating by visitors to the Park, A summer house was
erected near the lake, and another was built high in the
trees at its edge.7 Several small, rustic summer houses of
this type were constructed on various locations within the
Park. These houses were furnished with chairs, lounges,
and other accommodations designed for the visitors!

pleasure and relaxation,

Willows covered an expanse of land to the east of
the lake,8 and at one side of the lake (probably to the
northeast) was a wheel house which housed a large water
wheel used for pumping water up to a large reservoir at the
rear of the house.” During the time of Samuel and Joshua,
water from several springs in this area was collected into

a basin to be used for watering plants.10

A group of hemlocks stood between the east end of
the house and the beginning of the walks to the lake. North
of the house, along with a row of several large hydrangeas,
stood a larch, Evergreens also lined both sides of the
upper and lower walks to the lake, the lower walk having
such trees as sweet gum and sycamore scattered among its
‘evergreens, A third row of trees extended from the lower
east side of the front lawn to a grove of sugar maples near
the lake. Several varieties of chestnuts were included in

this row and below it stood a short row of pine trees.
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The woods path to the lake circa 1884, Note the platform in the trees at the
extreme left edge of the photograph., (Eleutherian Mills Historical Library)




The front of the house as viewed from the area which originally contained the
flower beds and shrub plantings on the west side of the house circa 1908, The
entrance driveway and barn would have been to the left of the area shown in

this photograph., The greenhouse and mineral house were located in the general

area directly to the right of the position from which this photograph was taken,
(Eleutherian Mills Historical Library)
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South of the lake was an ice dam, west of which grew a

small group of tall cypress trees.

The lawn in front of the house contained a variety
of trees and shrubs, including magnolia, horse chestnut,
jasmine, mock orange, several evergreens, and a long,
curved row of high rhododendrons, Running east to west at
the south edge of the lawn was an English yew, an Irish yew,
a ginkgo, a papaw, and a large cypress tree. The southeast
section of the lawn contained a large paulownia, arbor-
vitae, spiraea, rose of sharon, weigela, smoke tree,
trumpet vines, forsythia, several tall lilacs, and several

small flower beds lined with low boxwood,Lt

Genlie

George Peirce constructed an artifiéial figure of
an Indian and placed it in a thatched wigwam surrounded by
boxwood and other shrubbery.12 To the southeast and a
short distance from the house was a honeysuckle-covered
summer house and a nearby grape arbor.13 The mineral house
and the greenhouse were also located southeast of the house
near the garden.lh Near the greenhouse grew several
American yew, magnolia, a flowering crabapple, and further
south, a large snowball bush, A little south of the west
end of the house, a row of very high boxwood extended to
the entrance of the lane to the highway., South of the

boxwood were a few evergreen trees and several holly bushes.
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Purple beeches and one magnolia tree mixed with other
plantings bordered the driveway.l5

George Pelirce appears to have continued the
scientific interests of his father Joshus, as is indicated
by his efforts to perpetuate and improve the Park, as well
as by his interest in minerals and other natural and
historical matters, He also seems to have been a more
gregarious person than his father, having made the Park
more attractive to the public by adding garden ornaments
and other aestheﬁic features, As an active member of the
Chester County Horticultural Society, he is mentioned in
several newspaper articles during the 1850s, His activities
in this group appear to have centered around his efforts as
a member of the Society's committee on plants and flowers.16
He was also a member of the Chester County Agricultural
Society and was involved with that group at the time of its
permanent organization in 1853;17

George Peirce's social interests are shown to a
great extent by his continued efforts to make his Park
available for public use., No exact figure is available as
to the number of people who visited Peirce's Park prior to
the death of George Peirce, but it is reputed to have been

in the thousands.18




he

A social gathering by the lake at Peircet's Park circa 1880, (Chester County
Historical Society) '
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Although generally known as “Peirce's Park" to the
public, there was a period during the Park's ownership by
George Peirce when it was named "Evergreen Glade," This
name was given to the Park by Sidney Peirce Crevles, a
daughter of Joshua Peirce;19 and in 1880 a newspaper
article announced "Evergreen Glade' as the new name for

Peirce's Park.zo

Despite this, it is evident that the
public continued the habit of referring to the Park as

"Peirce's Park."

During the late 1870s, several short newspaper

- articles relating to the Park appeared in the Daily Local
News, Some of these articles described the activities of
groups which went to Peirce's Park for a day of picnicking
and recreation that is generally associated with that
activity., Accordingly, Peirce's Park received much public
attention during the late 1800s, The significance of the
Park as a meeting place for various groups is well
illustrated by the fact that both printed and hand-written
invitations were sent to individuals to attend sécial
functions at the Park. Several of these invitations are in
the Invitations Collection at the Chester County Historical

Socliety Library.al

In the year 1878, Peirce's Park received a serious

_setback as a result of heavy damage from a storm, Many of
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the larger trees were damaged or destroyed; and much of the

grounds were torn up by roots, limbs, and other debris.22

The damage was later repaired and improvements were made to
restore the beauty of the Park., Flowers were planted, new
swings were erected, and additions were made of rustié
woodwork, A pair of wild geese was also purchésed to

enhance the natural beauty of the Park.23

Appreciation of the efforts of George Peirce in
’making his Park available for public use is shown by the
following excerpt from an article in the Daily Local News:

The fact that George W. Peirce, of
East Marlborough township, permits the use
of his park for social purposes is
exceedingly gratifying to the writer,
This beautiful grove of trees was planted
by the immediate ancestors of the present
owner, It was the admiration of the
neighborhood, and attracted a large share
of attention some thirty years ago,
Doubtless at that time it was regarded as
a delightful spot in Chester county, -
Having enjoyed frequent opportunities of
visiting the location in question, I am
disposed to bear witness to the interest
which its owner has shown towards
promoting the social fellowship of his
fellowman,24

After the death of George Peirce on November 26,
1880, there began a decline in the condition of the Park,
which was probably the result of a lack of interest,
ability, or both on the part of the new owners, George
left the Peirce property, including the Park, in equal

shares to the nine children of his sister Mary Ann B,
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Stebbins.2” After her death on October 7, 1897, the Park
was mutually owned by her children.26 Little has been
recorded about activities at the Park during this era. As
local newspapers made little mention of Peirce's Park, it
appears evident that there was a decline in family interest
and that the Park was neither maintained nor improved during
this period,

On May 22, 1905, the Park and the property
containing it was deeded to Lucy Richards;27 and March 26
of the following year, it passed to Jesse W, Ringrose.28 A
month later, Jesse W, Ringrose and wife deeded the pfoperty
to Lydia V. Bevan.?? And finally, on July 20, 1906, the
last transfer of the Peirce property was made, when Lydia V.

Bevan deeded it to Pierre S. duPont.Bo

‘Under Lydia Bevan's ownership, permission had been
granted to Milton J. Heldelbaugh of Lancaster County to cut
timber on the Peirce property.31 The existence of Mr.
Heidelbaugh'!s sawmill on the property, with the intent of
harvesting timber, stimuiated Mr. duPont's purchase of the
Park, His main objective was

e«+et0 save the collection of old trees,
which had been accumulated by the Peirce

family over a period of more than 100

years, many of extraordinary growth and
striking appearance,.32




38

The purchase by Mr, duPont marked a turning point
in the history of Peirce's Park and began a new era in the
history of horticulture on the property--that of the

development of Longwood Gardens,




CONCLUSION

The beginning of the development of Peirce'!s Park
in 1798 by Samuel and Joshua Peirce closely follows similar
horticultural efforts of earlier times, The development of
botanic gardeﬁs by John Bartram in 1730, Humphrey Marshall
in 1773, and William Hamilton in 1784, all in Pennsylvania,
were part of the early development of horticulture in

America,

The Peirces did not achieve the degree ofvfame
enjoyed by these early botanists., However, their efforts
were of horticultural significance because they were able
to collect plant materials and maintain an arboretum which
gained the recognition of such accomplished and well-known
botanists as William Darlington, Josiah Hoopes, and‘Thomas
Meehan at this early stage of horticultural evolution in
America, The recognition they received was for their
horticultural accomplishment in planting the Park; it does
not appear that they were ever given any academic
recognition by their more scientifically oriented

contemporaries.

39
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The primary significance of Peirce's Park is the
fact that its existence and near destruction attracted‘the
attention of Mr, Pierre S. duPont, with the subsequent
result of his developing Longwood Gardens., In essence, the
development of Longwood Gardens around the Peirce proﬁerty
by Mr., duPont assured the preservation of the Peirce
plantings and serves as a living memorial to their

horticultural accomplishment,
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ESSAY ON SOURCES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY

In doing the research for a paper covering a
historical subject, the most valuable information is
obtained from sources directly related to the subject,
Information gathered from secondary sources, while very
valuable in many instances, is often difficult to use as
one may not be certain of proper interpretation of the

material and may find difficulty in correctly using it.

Research on the subject of Peirce'!s Park was made
very difficuit because of a lack of documentary haterial,
both primary and secondary. Original material, particularly
letters, documents, and other written records by Peirce
family members, is rather scant, In the years following
the purchase of the Peirce property by Mr, duPont in 1906,
original material was in the hands of Miss Helen Woodward,
grandniece of George W, Peirce. Over the years this
material had been handed down through the family to her,
She found it necessary to destroy much of this due to the
difficulty of transporting it as she moved from one place
to another, This explains much of the problem in finding

original material,
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The writings of men like William Darlington, Thomas
Meehan, and Josiah Hoopes were of value, However, the lack
of serious comprehensive writings about the Peirces by
these individuals seems strange since they were noted
botanists of the time when Peirce's Park gained recognition
as an arboretum or garden, Of all the possible authors on
the Peirces, the Painter brothers, who had an arboretum
which is now known as the Tyler Arboretum in Lima,
Pennsylvania, would have seemed the most probable, They
were very much interested in the history of their area and
gathered and recorded a vast amount of information. A
search of manuscript collections containing their writings
indicates that they were aware of the existence of the
Peirces and were interested in them, However, they seem
only to have collected genealogical information on the

Peirce family,

The close geographical proximity and possible
relationship of the Humphrey Marshall family would indicate
that there might well have been correspondence between the
Marshalls and the Peirces which would contain valuable
information on the horticultural activities of the Peirces.
A search of Marshall papers in area manuscript collections

failed to produce such material,

A Report on the Progress and Present Condition of
Chester County Cabinet of Natural S ce (1826) vy
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Hs H, Van Amringe indicates that he corresponded with
Samuvel Peirce in collecting information for the preparation
of his report, The report contained nothing of
significance about Peirce's Park, and a search of
manuscripts containing Van Amringe's papers failed to
produce any correspondence between Samuel Peirce and Van
Amringe., The location of such correspondence, if in fact
it does exist, might well prove invaluable in better

understanding the Peirce horticultural efforts,

There are many well-known written accounts of
Chester County history. A History of Chester County (1881)
by J. Smith Futhey and Gilbert Cope is an excellent
example. This publication along with others of its kind
failed to provide any substantial quantity of information
on the Peirce family., This seems odd in view of the public
recognition given to the Park, as evidenced by various

newspaper articles.

Of the early horticultural publications, such as
The Magazine of Horticulture, Meehans' Monthly, The Farmers
Cabinet, and The Horticulturist, and Journal of Rural Arts
and Rural Taste, only the latter contained any mention of
Peirce's Park, An article in this magazine, "Trees and
‘Pleasure Grounds of Pennsylvania," (1850) was extremelyA
valuable in documenting several items of interest which had

previously been held through legend only.
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Information provided by Miss Helen Woodward was
valuable in many instances, particularly in describing the
physical characteristics of the Park, Her extracts made
from family papers, since destroyed, were valuable 1n4
understanding much of the family history and other
background material related to the Park, |

The transactions of the Chester County
Agricultural Society, Horticultural Society, and Cabinet of

Natural Science contained very little information of value.

Several area institutions provided the vast
majority of the information used in preparing this thesis,
The Manuscript Collections of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library contain much information of a general
nature and was useful in documenting much of the historical
sequence of developments at Peirce's Park, The pictorial |
collections provided seweral excellent photdgraphs which
contributed much to the description of the Park. The
Director'!s File and Peirce Collection at Longwood Gardens
contain many items of interest and value relating to the
Peirces, Also at Longwood is the fine collection of old
trees in the Park, many of which date back to the time of
the Peirces, The collections at the Chester County
Historical Society also provided a large quantity of
valuable material, Of particular value was the Newspaper

Clippings File, from which several newspaper articles
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directly related to Peirce's Park were found, An article
of particular value was one entitled "Peirce's Park,"

which appeared in the Daily Local News (1879).

Several other institutions in the northeast region
were searched for information. The Massachusetts
Horticultural Society and the New York Historical Society
provided little information of value pertaining to Peirce's
Park. The National Agricultural Library and the Library
Company of Philadelphia both contain fine collections of
of old publications, which did provide some background
information, The Columbia Historical Society Library
contains a wealth of material on the Joshua Peirce at Rock
Creek, Maryland., The American Philosophical Society, the
Pennsylvania Historical Society, and the Pennsylvania
Horticultural Society contain much information that may be
used for background study but little that is specific to

the Peilrces,

An individual interested in pursuing further study
of Peirce's Park should consider searching for information
in the institutions mentioned, Those containing nothing
of value at present may well have additions to their

collections as time passes,
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APPENDIX I

A 1list of plants collected at Peirce'!s Park and recorded in
the Herbarium Catalogue of the Botanical Specimens Contained
in _the Herbarium of the Chester County Cabinet of Natural
Science (1842-13) by William Darlington, The catalogue is
now in the West Chester State College Herbarium,

Corrections for botanical names are given in parentheses,
All other information is taken directly from the labels of
the herbarium specimens.

BERBERIDEAE (BERBERIDACEAE) i
i
Berberis sinensis (Berberis thunbergii) 5
Hort. Peirce August 15, 1830 ' ]
Samuel Peirce ;
BIGNONIACEAER
Bignonia grandiflora (Campsis grandiflora)
"from Chinal
Hort, Peirce
Samuel Peirce |
ERICACEAE (CLETHRACEAE)
*Clethra alnifolia )
Hort, Peirce
Samuel Peirce
CUPRESSINAE (C SSACEAE)

Thuija ocecidentalis

Hort. Peirce May 31, 1828
Samuel Peirce

*These specimens were listed in the catalogue but were not
found by the author in the herbarium,
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Thuja orientalis
Hort, Peirce
Samuel Peirce

TAXINEAE
ad t

Hort, Peirce
Samuel Peirce

MAGNOLIACEAE
Magnolia fraseri

Hort, Peirce
Samuel Peirce

#*Magnolia glauca
Chester Co.
Samuel Peirce

a_obov
var., discolor
Hort. Peirce
Samuel Peirce

QLEACEAR

Ligustrum lucidun
"Privet from China"
Hort., Peirce
Samuel Peirce

8 abie
"Norway Fir"
Hort., Peirce
Samuel Peirce

Pinug Jarix

inus n

“Stone Pine--from the Alps, seeds"
Hort, Peirce
Samuel Peirce

1828

(GINKGOACEAR)
(Ginkeo biloba)

(Magnolia virginiana)

(Magnolia 1iliflora)

August, 1830

(PINACEAE)
(Picea abies)
May 31, 1828

(Larix ?--probably
decidua)

(Rinug cembra ?)
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AMYGDALEAE
Prunus semperflorens
“"French Cherry"
Hort, Peirce
Samuel Peirce
ULMACEAR

campe
"English Elm"
Hort., Peirce
Samuel Peirce

(BOSACEAE)

(Prunug cerasus)
(varo

June 6, 1827

(Ulmus procera)
May 31, 1828




APPENDIX II1

A list of plants found in the herbarium at West Chester
State College in the Darlington Collection. They are not
included in Darlington's herbarium catalogue (1842-43).
Corrections for botanical names are given in parentheses,
All other information is taken directly from the labels
of the herbarium specimens.

CERACE
Acer pseudo-platanus
Peirce's Garden May 18, 1828
West Chester May 19, 1952

AQUIFOLIACEAE

Ilex vomitoria
Hort., Peirce ' August 15, 1830 {
Samuel Peirce

CORYLACEAE |

Betula (Betula species ?)
Hort. Peirce May 31, 1828

FAGACEAE

Fagus gylvatica ?
Samuel Peirce May 14, 1828

GRAMINEA

Arundo donax
Hort. Peirce

Samuel Peirce

Arundo donax
var. versicolor
Samuel Peirce August 15, 1830
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DACEAE
Hamamelis chinensis

Hort. Peirce
Chester County
COllect. Eo C. Morris

LEGUMINOSAE

Acacia julibrissin
Hort. Peirce
Samuel Peirce

Gymnoecladus canadensis

Hort, Peirce

MALVACEAE
Hibiscus
Samuel Peirce

OLEACEAE

Chionanthus virginicus
"Fringe Tree'!
Peirce's Garden

Pinys nigra ?
"Spruce"

Hort. Peirce

Pinus strobus
Hort. Peirce

Samuel Peirce

SALICACEAE

Populus ?
"remarkably tormentose beneath"

Hort., Peirce

(Loropetalum chinense)
August 19, 1843

(Albizia julibrissin)
May 31, 182

(menocladug dioica)
June 5, 182
September 11, 1830

May 31, 1828

(Picea ?)

May 31, 1828

May 31, 1828

1828
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JAXACEAE
Taxus canadenglg
Hort, Pelrce
Samuel Peirce

IHEACEAE
G
Hort. Peirce

JILIACEAR

0
Hort, Peirce

( a
August 7, 182

( a_eguropa
May 16, 182

)

)




APPENDIX III

A list of plants from the Peirce Arboretum included in
Thomas Meehan's book, erica ndbook of Ornament
Trees (Philadelphia: Lippincott, Grambo, and Co., 1853).

Acer platanoides

"In the fine arboretum of Mr. G, W, Pierce,
near West Chester there is a fine specimen
near eight feet in circumference." (p. 62)

Aesculus ohiensis (Aesculus glabra)

A gpecimen in the arboretum of G, W, Plerce
appears to be about fifty feet high, and is
two feet four inches in circumferenced' (p. 68)

Betula populifolia

"The best Bartram specimen is forty-one feet
high by three feet in circumference. There
is a much finer specimen in Mr. Plerce's
arboretum." (p. 80)

Cagtanea pumila

"There is a very pretty specimen in Mr, Plerce's
arboretum, twenty-elght inches in circumference
and about thirty-five feet high," (p. 90)

gg:gig ganngnsig

"I have seen some fine specimens of this in
Mr. Pierce's fine avenue," (p. 100)
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Fazus gylvatica cuprea (Fagug sylvatica var. atropunicea)

") gpecimen with a magnificent head exlists
in the fine arboretum of Mr. Pierce, which
is five feet in circumference.! (p. 120)

a ata

T have seen but one small tree in the
arboretum of Mr. Pierce." (p. 124)

Magnolia cordata

“There are very fine specimens in Hamilton's
0ld garden at the Woodlands, and also in

Mr, Pierce's arboretum; one specimen four
feet in circumference." (p. 153)

Magnolia grandiflora

"Mr. Pierce has one in his arboretum which
stands out pretty well." (p. 154)

Magnolia macrophylla

"The finest specimen I have seen is in the
grounds of Mr., Pierce." (p. 154)

Picea pectinata (Ables alba)

"The best specimen at Bartram is ninety~five
feet high and six feet in circumference. 1In
Mr. Pierce's arboretum there are also some
noble specimens, little, if any, inferior to
these." (p. 167)

£inus strobus

"There are also some splendid specimens in

the large avenue in Pierce's arboretum which,
though only planted in the year 1800, now
average seven and a half feet in circumference,
and are between ninety and one hundred feet
high, to all appearance." (p. 213)
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Salisburia adiantifolia (@inkeo biloba)

"There are some very fine specimens of this
tree in Mr. Plerce's arboretum, little if any,
inferior to the Bartram specimens." (p. 218

rea

“"There is a noble specimen of, I believe,

this species in the fine arboretum of

Mr, Pierce, which is five feet in circumference,
and probabiy forty feet high, Its head is very
regular, round and spreading." (p. 236)

Ulmus campestris (Ulmus procera)

"There 18 a very fine specimen in Mr, Pierce's
‘arboretum, measuring six feet seven inches in
circumference, and is probably ninety feet
high." (p. 2357)




APPENDIX IV

Location and circumference of larger tree species in and
around Peirce's Park, Measurements taken at 4% feet above
the ground during August of 1970. The accession number of
each plant is recorded in the Plant Records Office at
Longwood Gardens and is given at the position of each plant
specimen in the appropriate map quadrant of the Longwood
map series,

Acc, Map
Botanical Name No. Quadg Circ.
Acer rubrum L2438 M-7 gra »
Acer saccharum L325 K~9 g7 n

*%;1antgus altissima L2850 N-8 7.
1968-~Broken and removed

Estimated age--129 years)

Betula Jenta Lé81 Q-7 10%6 "
Cratagus oxyacantha L568 M-9 yry u
Py oy 1330 H-10 110
*Fraxinus americana L329 L-9 1718 ©
Ginkgo biloba L1817 M-9 1215 ®
Gymnocladus diolcus L332 L~-9 1212 v
ans quad ¢ 12787 N-8  6'5 ™
iguidambar styrac a D580 Q-7 gy w
Liriodendron tulipifera 1338 8-6 13011m

*Measurements taken during August of 1968,
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Acc, Map

Botanical Name No, Quad, Circ,

0 c a L581 P-8 13*
*Magnolia cordata L2188 P-9 1008 v
Paulownia tomentosa L342 N-7 1311 »
Rlcea abiles L34 M-9 g1
Pyrus communis cv, L2851 M-7 g5 v

cus bo L652 M-9 11¢
Sophora japonica L346 M-10 1317w

*Taxodd dist L348 M=10 48'5 "
double trunk 6'10m

Isuga canadensig L351 M-8 1016 "




APPENDIX V

Suggestions for further study on the subject of Peirce's
Park,

1., A pursuit of original Peirce manuscripts might prove
invaluable., Although there can be little doubt that
much of this material has been destroyed, there is
every chance that various items will appear,

2. A thorough study of the Peirce geneaology, particularly
suspected relationships between the Peirces and other
people interested in horticulture such as the Marshalls,
might aid in better understanding the Peircest
horticultural activities. Documentation of family
relationships between the Bartrams, Marshalls, and
Peirces would be of particular interest,

3. A most valuable study could be undertaken in the
documentation of the sources of plant materials that
are growing or have grown at Peirce's Park,
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