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May Go to Cuba 

George S. Messersmith 

Messersmith 
Is Seen Slated 
For Cuban Post 

State Department Official 
Served Nation Abroad; 
Considered Delawarean 

George S. Messersmith, assistant 
U. s. Secretary of State and former 
superintendent of three Delaware 
schools, may resign soon to become 
ambassador to Cuba, reports in 
Washington stated foday as Presi­
dent Roosevelt was believed prepar­
ing to fill vacancies in the diplo­
matic corps. 

Mrs. Messersmith and Mrs. Caleb 
S. Layton of Wilmington are sisters. 
Mr. and Mrs. Messersmith left Wil­
mington yesterday for Washington 
after spending the Christmas holi­
days with Mr. and Mrs. Layton. 

Breckenridge Long, former am­
bassador to Italy, is expected to re­
ceive appointment as assistant sec­
retary of state in Mr. Messersmith's 
pla-ce. 

Served In Berlin 
Mr. Messersmith, who was a:;i­

pointed minister to Austria as a re­
ward for service as consul general 
in Berlin, has been in charge of 
the State Department administra­
tive and consular affairs since July, 
1937 when he was appointed as­
sistant .secretary. He has had vir­
tual charge ol the entire. foreign 
service staff and played a lead­
ing part in m(•rging the foreign J 

services of the Departments of ' 
Commerce and Agriculture with 
that of the State Department. 

With State Schools 
Mr. Messersmith is reg,arded here 

as a Delawarean, although he was 
born in Fleet,wood, Pa. He me.rried 

, Miss Marion Lee Must,ard of Lewes, 
and wa.s associated here for .scme 
years with Dela.ware schools. 

For several years he served as 
head of the public schools in New­
ark, Dover, and Lewes, and was 
vice-president of the State Board 
cf Examiners and Teachers, vice­
president of the state Board of Edu­
cation and wrote a text book on the 
government of the state. 

In 1914 he relinquished school 
work and entered the U. S. Foreign 
Service. Since then his rise has been 
rapid. 


