
C O P Y MAY 3 195& 

MexieoCity, Monday, A p r i l 28,58 

Dear Dannie, 

It was very thoughtful of you to call us yesterday 
and Marion and I appreciate it very much. We left Houston 
at 3.30 pm on Wednesday 23 as the doctors said I could go 
home. I had been at the hotel with Marion for a week but 
had kept a nurse during the day as I was so shaky on my legs 
I did not want to risk a fall and break a bone on top of all 
else. We were very comfortable at the hotel but we were happy 
to get the word to go home. We got to the MexieoCity house by 
8 pm, tired but happy. 

We left for Houston so precipitately I had no time to 
advise anyone. I was at the end of my rope and knew something 
drastic had to be done, or I would be finished. Since August 
last year I was taking this treatment for a urinary infection 
and an intestinal infection and malta fever. I kept losing 
weight and strength and was a burden to myself and to Marion. 
February 1 I had quite a loss of blood - and my doctor who is 
really quite a man in his field told me not to be distunbed. 
A week of so later I lost more, on March 21 it started again. 
I knew I could not get to Boston for the radio spoke of the 
train delays and no air flights. So I decided to go to Houston 
which is really now an important medical centre. Joe Sharp, 
of Anderson Clayton here, who is one of my close friends, called 
the doctor in Houston and the hospital, etc. and went with Marion 
and me to Houston on the 23 March and I went from the plane to the 
Hermon Hospital. They spent from Monday to Saturday making all 
kinds of tests and by Saturday said if I had had a urinary and 
intestinal infection and Malta fever, the treatment in Mexico 
had taken eare of them - but that I had a new bleeding ulcer near 
the one Sara Jordan healed in 19514- - and an operation now was 
essential. Ittwas a relief in a way to both Marion and me for 
we could not go on living this way. Dr. DeBakey, who is one of 
the famous heart and blood vessel surgeons in the U.S. and who 
is now doing little else but who from time to time still does 
this stomach operation, agreed to do it in the Methodist Hospital 
which is the only one he works in. Five weeks ago to-day they 
performed my operation taking way about 3/I4. of my stomach - which 
is the usual job. They explored thoroughly to see if there was 
any abdominal cancer as anything like that and found everything 
all right. The operation was quite a job and for a week I was 
about as uncomfortabie a man you can imagine. After another 
week they let me go to the hotel, and now here we are. 

I'a learning to eat 5 or 6 times a day very small quantities 
to stuck the new stomach. I get about bmt have to be careful for 
I'm still quite weak, shaky on my legs and eating (altho I'm 
supposed to eat everything,) is still far from a pleasure. The 
doctors say I took the operation like a man of I4.O - but tell me 
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just the same it will be jshree to six months before I will feel 
really strong - and get some weight back.They stress that the 
wound is a long one. 

It was quite an adstenture. I knew I was making a serious 
decision about the operation but both Marion and I felt what 
chance there was had to be taken. It looks as th© all will turn 
out well - but I hardly feel like traveling or parties etc. 

It was an ordeal for Marlon,aadvery real one - hut you 
know her. The Katzs1 were fine and w®re with Marion the first 
week. Our many Houston fr&ends were most thoughtful although 
they are all busy men. It helped to make things easier for 
Marion, but at the best It was terrible for her. 

It is now I hope tolly a question of time - but it will 
be question of some time. I doubt if we can go North during May 
as we had planned. It looks more lively that we will he able to 
go North after the hot summa r is over there. We had hoped to see 
you all before then# but I think the prospect is pretty dim. 
Eating so little, one gains strength and weight very very slowly. 

We will In the meaJfcime vacillate between MexicoCity and 
Cuernavaca. Incidentally after the coldest weather here in many 
years, it now is new abnormally hot. 

I am so disappointed we may not see you in Greenwich soon 
as we have hoped. I will let you knowhow 1 get on. These is no 
purpose in traveling until we both can enjoy it. 

If Hettie and Edna go to Israel it may be interesting, 
but I could recommend more enjoyable trips. When you see your 
friend Dr. Sanger, of your Foundation, ask him what he thinks 
of Dr DeBakey. People came from all over the world to Houston 
for these heart, artery, and vein operations. 

I wrote Sara Jordan about ray adventure. I would not be 
surprised if she may not retire soon as the heavy work she has 
is getting too burdensome (so some of our mutual friends tell me). 

How I wi3h we could talk about the state of the world — 
which Wl am sure pleases you no more than it does me. There is 
so much to talk over one can't ever begin in a letter but it will 
not be too long before we will have a real visit. This is the first 
long letter I've written - and it is all about myself.In my next I 
hope to write about other things. 

Hoping this finds you all well and with much much love from 
Marion and myself, 

Always faithfully 
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