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 ‘What are-we, as & people, in the State? What is our eondition ?

What is the character we have *—what the reputation we sustain ?

‘We are native-born citizens of the State—immediate descendants of

men, held, not long since, as slaves: From this state we were

¢ranslated into the partial enjoyment and limited possession of free-
dom. “Cut off from the sympathies of our fellow citizens, almost
abject:in poverty, allowed in many places but a scanty and inadequate
participation in the privileges of education, and deprived almost en-
tirely of the elective franchise, we have mevertheless, by the practical
operation of common sense, by habits of industry, and the cultivation
of thie religious séntiments, been enabled to elevate ourselves above
abasement, and possess ourselves of many of the advantages of re-

" L1GION; INTBLLIGENCE, and PROPERTY. :

- W present the:curious and acknowledged-creditable spectacle of
a peop! ¢, bending under the weight of proscription, whe yet will not

' by a comparison with their more privileged fellow ecitizens of
thersasne-vank; in: either zeligion, virtue, or industry. ,

« _ Although from the erbitrary distinctions that prevail throughout
the compiunity, we have been debarred entirely frem collegiate edu-
cation 3 although, to a considerable extent, we have been excluded

" from the advantages of the Common School System ; yet we have
béen enabled, not only to sustain them among ourselves, but likewise
in mény-instances, eeYect schools of our ewpn. A sgirit of intelligence
pervadésiour entire people, Keeping pace with the progressive spi-
rit of the age, and the continual intellectual progress of the ‘natien,
there are but few families in which books are-not a common and ne-
ceb commdege o .

o all-parts of the State, from Montauk to Buffalo, literary and de-

bating sodieties and clubs exist among our people, in city, town, and

village.. In-some instances, these societies are adorned and made
more useful by libraries and reading rooms. Our schools and asso-
ciations are continually sending forth a host of youth, with strong de-
téfivination and purpose, of subserving the best and highest interests
of their proscribed vace. And not an inconsiderable number of the
rising’hope of our-people, have sought, in some of the higher insti-
tutions of leaining, éither in this or a foreign land, the privileges of a

- ‘Wiehave seattered; ‘as bright.spots all along the State, a number
of yonnjg:mien;. dspiants: for the ministry, preparing for academical
instruction ; or entering, once in a while, the medical profession ;
withooultivated spinds and hearts devoted to the interests of man, and
this.giey parposes of Truth. The causes that have thrown a damp
agiol vz diterary: ardos, have: operated disadvantageously in our ec-
elekiadtical relations: The prejudice against us in the community,
'l been-shose’ patent -than thie dictutes.of Christian equality. No

7 ghe tive debarred froon the rightfol exercise of ecclesiastical pri-
vileges, but we dlso meet with hindrances and'indignities in. the sim-
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plest forms of religious communion. We have often been driven
from a quiet and peaceable enjoyment of those rights with which the
death of a common Saviour invested us, in common with the rest of
our fellow creatures of the human family. :

Of necessity, then, have we been often forced to form religious
societies of our own. Throughont the State, we have upwards of -
forty independent religious congregations, of the Presbyterian, Epis-
copal Methodist, and Baptist denomination; each with a tetnple erect-
ed to the worship of the Almighty ; most with settled pastors under a
regular yearly stipend ; in connection with which there are about
6000 communicants, who, with the respective -congregations in at-
tendance with them, average in the aggregate ot less than 15,000
of our people who statedly are under the influence of religion, in
connection with our own churches, besides those in atiendance
elsewhere. ' ' S

The amount of energy and intellect brought out by thesg various
pr(jects, may Le justly regarded as bespeaki:g much for the virtue
and character of a disfranchised and oppréssed people. Aside from
this, a large body of our people are in g_Ea"nial communion with the

various Christian communities through the State. From these
sources, atreams of religious influence and blessings are in continual
flow, refreshing and invigorating our entire body. =~ =~ -
An undue and disproportionate development -of powers, produces
unnatural effects. X continual enlargement of certain capacities, to
the entire neglect of others of equal, or it may e, of more import-
ance, produces deformity. In order to develope symmetry of either
form or character, a full, general, healthy, and vigorous exercise of
all the powers, is absoluter necessary. In bringing fexth the cha-
racter of a people, this is clear and manifest. The history of the
serfs, under the feudal system, the character of the same class in
Russia, and the prominent traits of the disfranchised.class in all
communities at the present day, and especially the condition of en-
slaved men throughout the universe, give strong verity ‘o the senti-
ment herein expressed.. Human nature is complex in its formation.
In proportion as the various powers of man are harmoniously educed,
80 18 the nobleness and vastness of its capacity manifested. Free
scope, and ample verge given for the exercise of the physical and
mental powers, to the detriment of the moral, an hideousness of.
character is evinced.  And so if the moral alone is cultivated, to.the
neglect of the mental and physical; the character is not symmetrical.
nacommunity, mansustains variousrelations, and possésses powers
adapted to thenr—which, if not permitied & natural &hd Tegitimate es
ercise, are tyrned upon himself and follows with augmented and’ fea;-
ful capacity for evil, from’ the fact of having been diverted :from a
natural channel. - It is thus with the possedsion .or noti-pbssession of
the franchise in any atate of gociety. - Mdn is: a'ereature of law—his
natute adapted 10" government and its various functions. - >He'sympa-
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thizes with its modes, and forms, and operatiofis; and this, from the
fact that there is not a single shade of revolution in the political as-
pect of a country, butit is felt to the extreme limits of the body poli-
tic ; operating upon the individual being of all its subjects.

‘The deprivation of our people of the elective franchise, and a par-
ticipation in the various rounds of public duty, shows the evil here
spoken of. The powers that should have been thus employed, have
not lain dormant. A trait which we possess in common with our
common humanity, has been manifested in us. Powers will have
exercise, either healthy or unhealthy. The impartial and proscriE-
tive, non-suffrage act, has been to us hurtful in the extreme. The
powers that ‘should naturally have been thus exercised, were
wrested from their legitimate employment. Tt has js##n the
source of evil; unmitigated, unalleviated ; without evertfh ap-
proach to an adequate benefit. It is true, we might become pos-
sessed of the immunities of citizens and voters, by the property qual-
ification. But this spur, this incitement, as it is regarded by some,
lost all its zest, in the bitter reflection, in the searing conviction, fhat
we were made aliens and strangera in the country of our birth; a
disfranchised class in the very land where lie the bones of our fa-
thefs—the land whose liberties they helped achieve by patriotic ser-
vice, and whose soil is enriched by their purest and noblest blood !

But this is not-all. When we were deprived of the elective fran-
chise, tlie blow was given which severed that hold, by which respect, -
deference, and consideration is obtained, by the poorest and hum-
blest citizen. Our fellow citizens saw they had nothing to expect .
from us. We became a proscribed, depressed class. Vge feh every
where we went, in all our relations, that we had been made separate
from the rest of our fellow citizens. s

The pure and refreshing waters of literary excellence, were not
allowed to flow by us, to quench the burning thirst of an eager and
longing people. In the various religious bodies, they have not found
their purity of Christian feeling powerful and universal enough to
treat man, aside from arbitrary distinctions, * without respect of per-
sons.”  In short; the means and facilities—the ways and avenues to
wealth ‘and influence, were shut against us. _ -

‘We ask, what might be expected of any people in such circum-
stances ! ,What might be anticipated as legitimate results from such
a condition? . - .

Under like disabilities, we perceive the sufferings of the Irish in

5 degradation of the Greek, the besotted stupidity of the
lower castd in'India, and'the abasement 'and continual decrease of
sigines ‘of our own country. Soin this State; under like
ngs, under like injustice, the grester amount of crime and sof-
& among bur people, has proceeded from-a non-participation in
rerogatives of citizénship. Notwithstanding ol thése -difficul-
ties and ' depréssions, calculated as they are, to sicken the heart, to

5.
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a great extent, and make the soul give up, we have nevertheless
been enabled to live above them. . .

We have been deprived of the elective franchise during the last
twenty years. In a free country, this is ever a stimulant to enter-
prise, a means of influence, and a source of respect. The possession
of it sends life, vigor, and energy through the entire heart of a pebple.
The want of it in a community, is the cause of cdrelessness, intel-
lectual inertness, and indolence. Springing above all these depress-
Ing circumstances, and exerting ourselves with unwonted alacrity, by
native industry, by the accumulation of property, we have helped
contribute, to a considerable extent, not only to the means of the
State, but likewise to its character and respectability.

We claim, that there is no consideration whatever in existence, on
account of which, the odious proscription of ‘Which we complain,
should be continued. The want of intelligence, our misfortune, and’
the crime of others, which was once urged againstus, does notnow exjst.
Again : we are the descendants of some of the earliest settlers of the
State. We can trace our ancestry back to those who first pierced
the almost impenetrable forests that then lifted their high and stately
heads in silent grandeur to the skies. When the vast and trackless
wilderness, that had alone answered to the fierce roar of the roam-
ing beast, or the whoop of the wild native, spread itsglf before the
earlier settlers, our fathers were among those, who, with sinewy
frame and muscular arm, went forth to humble that wilderness in its
native pride. Since that time, our fathers, and wé ourselves, have
lent our best strength in cultivating the soil, in developing its vast
resources, and contributing to its wealth and importance. Those
who are the least acquainted with the history of the State, cannot but
grant, that in this respect we have contributed more than our propor-
tionate part. . . "

In times when patient toil and hardy industry were demanded, it
will thus be seen, we have ever been present and active. Not only
so. In times of peril has our aid been called for, and our services
as promptly given. When the country, its interests, its best and
most cherished rights and institutions, have been assailed, not una-
vailingly have/we been looked to.- When the shrill trumpet-call of
. Freedom was heard amid the mountains and the rocks, and along the
rivers of the North, and a reverberating reply was heard from the
broad fields and pine forests of the South ; when the whole country,
aroused by the injustice of British policy, arose as one man, for the
maintenance ¢f natural and unprescriptable rights ; the dark-browed
man stood side by side with his fairer fellow citizen, with firm deter-
mination andjindomitable spirit. During that memorable conflict, in
severe .and tyying service, did they contend for those ﬁgﬁiples of
liberty set fotth in the Declaration. of Independence, which are not
of :partial orfJocak applicability, but which pertain’ alike, to every
being possessed of those high and exalted éndowments- that_ digtin.
guish humarity. '
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Their blood is mingled with thé soil of every battle field, made)
glorious by revolutionary reminiscence ; and their boues have en-
riched the most productive lands of the country. In the late war of
1812, our people were again called ,uf‘on to defend their country.
-'The splen'Xi’d naval achievements on Lakes Erie amd Champlain,
were owing mostly to the skill and prowess of colored men. 'The
fame of Perry was gained at the expense of the mangled bodies and
bleeding veins of our disfranchised pcople. Not inconsiderably is it
owing to them, that Americans of the present day can recur with

leasurable emotions, and pride of country, to the battle fields of
lattsburgh and Sacketts Harbor. -

We are Americans. We were born in no foreign clime. Here,
where we behold the noble rivers, and the riclgx fields, and the
healthful skies, that may be called American ; here, amid the insti-
tations that now surround us, we first beheld the light of the impar-
tial sun. We have not been brought up under the influence of other
strange, ari¢tocratic, and uncongenial political relations. In this re-
spect, we profess to be American and republican. With the nature,
features, and operations of our government, we have been familiarized
from youth; and its democratic character is accordant with the flow
of our feelings, and the current of our thoughts. ' o

‘We have thuslaid before you, fellow citizens, some eonsiderations
why we should never have been deprived of an equal suffrage, and
wl;g a-just and impartial guarantee of this right, should "soon be
made.

But bating all these,.we lay our claim on still higher ground. We
do regard the right of our birthdom, our service in behalf of the
country, contributing to its importance, and developing its resources,
as favorable considerations—considerations adapted to banish all
thought of proscription and injustice, frém the power-holding body of
the country, and to lead them to a hearty and practical acknowledg-
ment ¢f the claims and rights of a disfranchised people.

Yet for these alone, we do not ask for the extension of the elec-
tive franchise. We would not, we do not, predicate any right to it
from any such a basis. We would not fall into the error of basing
rights upon grounds Bo untenable. . We object 1o others placing our
rights upon complexion. We ourselves would not lay our claims to
considération on this or any similar ground.

. We can find'no system of moral or political ethics in which rights
are’ based upon the conformation of the body, or the color of the skin.
We cai find 1o nation that has the temerity 1o insult the common’
sense of mankind, by ;i;romulgaﬁng such a sentiment as part of its
creed. However individuals or nations may act, however they ma
assflli ‘the:;‘-lﬁ{’:l? of ';x;_xan; o;‘:ir?st fmmaﬁum }}:is liberties, they aﬁ
equally and alike profess regard for natural rights; the protection and
s,ecuri?y ofwbxch%?eydam as the object afsthe formatipn of their

.1. ,E_« -va,sylﬁ ey 3 Sy
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Rights have an existence, aside from conventional arrangements
or unnatural partialities. They,are of higher origin and of purer birth.
They are inferrable from the settled and primary sentiments of man’s
nature. 'The high dignities and exalted tendencies of our common
humanity, are the original grounds from which they may be deduced.
Wherever a being ma}y be found endowed with the light of Reason,

and in the exercise of its various exalted attributes, that being is
possessed of certain peculiar rights, on the ground of his nature.

We base our claim upon the possession of those common and yet - °

exalted faculties of manhood. E ARE MEN. 1. Those sympa-
thies which find their natural channel, and legitimate and healthy
exercise in civil and political relations, have the same being and na-
ture in ns that they have in the rest of the human family. 2. Those
yearnings and longings for the exercise of political prerogatives,
that are the product of the adaptedness of man’s social nature to po-
litical arrangements, strive with irrepressible potency within us, from
the fact of our disfranchised condition, a prevalent and unreasonable
. state of caste, and the.operation of laws and statutes not proceeding

from, yet operating upon us. 3. Those indignities and wrongs
which naturally become the portion of a disfranchised class, and ga-
ther accumulated potency from an increase and intenseness of pro-
scription, naturally and {egitimately revert to us. From possessin
like sympathies for civil and political operations with others, a
like susceptibilities for evil, when nature is - hindered in any of its
legitimate exercises—on the ground of our common kumanity, dowe -
claim equal and entire rights with the rest of our fellow citizens.
. All that we say here, meets with full sympathy from all connected
with the history of the country, the nature of its institutions, the spi-
rit of its Constitution, and the designs and purposes of its great ori-
ginators. ‘ ‘

‘We have no reason to think that the framers of the Declaration of
Independence, in setting forth the doctrines it contains, regarded
them ns mere dogmas or idle theories. We believe they put full
faith in them, as actual truths, and living verities. his they
evinced, by pledging to each other their lives, their fortunes, and
their sacred honors. This they manifested, by an unswerving oppo--
sitien t6 injustice and oppression.

It was in accordance with the views of that great charter of Amer-
ican freedom, that they framed the constitution of the country. Set-
ting aside the stale primogenital fallacies of the blopd-dyed political
institutions of the olg world ; repudiating the unnatural assumptions
of the feudal system, and exploding the aged and destructive sophism
of natural inequalities in the family of man, they clung with undying
tenacity to the connedting chain that runs through the whole mighty
mass of humanity, recognised the common sympathies and wants of
the race, and framed a political edifice of such a nature and character
as was congenial with the natural and jindestructible principles of
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man, and as was adapted to secure to all under its broad Ae1s, the
purest liberty God ever conferred upon him.

That Declaration, and that Constitution, we think, may be consid-
ered as more felly developing: the primary ideas of Ameriean repub-
licanism, than any other documedts. In these, individuals are re-
garded distinctly and respectively—each and every one as men, fully
capacitated by the Creator, for government and progressive advance-
ment—which capacities, in a natural exercise, are not to be inter-
fered-with by government. ,

Republicanism, in these two documents, has an eye to, individual
freedom, without lets or hindrances. In her operations, she is im-

partial. She regards man—all men; and is indifferent to all arbi- -

trary and conventional consideratiens. This we deem to be the cha-
racter of the Declaration of Independence—and this, likewise, the
character of the Constitution, after which it was modelled. Repub-
lianism was to be the distinguishing féature in its operations.

The Constitution of our ‘own Statéy=as it sprung froru the clear

head and pure heart of that incomparable patriot, JOHN-JAY, in’

its preamble and several sections, was, in spirit, concordant with it.

- By this we mean, that although the qualifications for voting, in gene-.

ral, were higher than those prevailing at the present, yet the ground
of the suffrage enactment was not based upon national peculiarities,
or complexional distinctions. It said that any man possessed of such
and such qualifications, should be a political denizen of the State.
As the State advanced in age, intelligence, and population, aug-
mented in wealth, ax? extended in resources, the call went forth for
the extension of the franchise right. In accordance with the will of
the people, thus expressed, a convention was held in the city of Alba-
ny in 1821-2. ‘
 We beg that it may be remembered, that the convention was called
forthe purpose of extendingthe suffrageright. We would alsocall your
attention to the fact, that the votes by whic%x( many of the delegates were
elected to that convention, were cast by colored voters. And more
especially would we remind you, that during the proceedings of that
convention, in jts reports, addresses, &c., a peculiar deference is
ever paid to the republican features of- our common country,
and its democratic tendencies. Yet in that convention,” that

ortion of the citizens of the State whom we here represent, were -

shut out from an equal and common participation in the prerogatives
of citlzenship, in the operations of both State and National Govern-
ments, and thus. placed under the operation of laws and statutes with-
out-our agency, and to which we are subjected without acquiescence.
- We, the Colored Citizens of the State, in-Convention assembled,
~ representing 50,000 of the population, do ask your earnest attention.
. your deep reflection, your unbiased and conscientious judgment in

this matter. We ask you, as a matter in which you are deeply con-
cerned, to come forward and restore the fountains of political justice

N
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in this State to their pristine purity.\\W e ask you to secure to us.’
our political rights. We call upon you to return to the puie
faith of your republican fathers. We lift up our voices for the re-"
stored spirit oF the first days of the republic—for the great princi-
ples that then maintained, and that regard for man which revered the
characteristic features of his natuge, as of more honor and worth than
the form and color of the body in which they dwell. o

For no vested rights, fer no peculiar privileges, for no extraordi-
nary prerogatives, do we ask. We merely put forth our appeal for
a republican birthright. We wish to be something more than politi-
cal serfs and slaves. We fully believe in the fundamental doctrines: |
set forth in the Declaration of Independence. We acquiesce in the
sentiment that ‘“ governments derive their just powers from the con-
sent of the governed.” And we say it is injustice of the most ag-
grieved character, éither to deprive us of a just and legitimate parti-
cipation in the rights of the State, or to make us bear the burdens,
and submit to its enactments, when all its arrangements; plans, and -
purﬁoses, are framed and put into operation utterly regar'cﬁess of us,
1n their incipient state, than if we were nonentities ; but which, in
their practical operation, act upon us with destructive tendency, eat
away our soul, and destroy our life. 'We ask for a living manifesta-
tion of belief in the above doctrine: we know already too much of "+
its dead letter. - ' ‘ :

Fellow citizens | the Colored Citizens of this State, through us,
their representatives, respectfully and earnestly ask at your hands,
the speedy adoption of such plans, and the formatiod of such mea- -
sures, as may soon lead to the eraslire of the odious proscriptive -
act of which we complain—we secured an equal suffrage, and the

- State freed from a stain upon its character.
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