




















































fellow-citizens, into castes, and in the face cpnfes 
privileges on one class that were refused to another . . .ETo;y ,lree­

acc?rding t? Art. V 11. of this instrument, who 
taxes, and a tenement forty ih1llings a year, wu 

entitled to exercise the common right of votmg. · 
In 1821, in opposition to the intellect, the· philanthropy, and .con,· 

sistent republicanism of many no_ble ,men, who digniticdly .stoOd .up 
and contended against the unprovoked -iniolerance i\lat urged forward 
the measure, an act was passed, whlle it 
others in the exercise of the franchise, made. it 
colored citizen to possess $250 freehold estate, .in order to_ the 
before common privilege. This requirement, as we qe-
clared, resulted most disadvantageously to us. . ' . .. .· 

We now find .ourselves existing in the chief di vision of .thC: go,V,(;'m· 
ment, with no marks of criminality to OlJ.1' na:mc;s, 
no sp?ts immorality stai_ning our cha.ribt.ers.; 
aJ.ty _dishonoring birthright; :yet 
plexional proscription) from parttc1pania m Jhofe_'.uu.,bom 
rights and th.at are b,ountifullY. 'guai:anteed 
.common humanity of this State, hut also to. qf. 
clime or language. We find the SUBJBCTS, and O\>­
jects of legislation, because we aie prevented from g!ving 
ing or opposing voice in the periodic 
us, and are ma¥ instruments of alJ l&ws, just '?F 
may be enacte,d, to which we are bound to aubscl'.lbe w,_ we 
have no instrumentality either in their fom,ation or . . . _. , 

We find ourselves crippled and crushed in abihiy ,,.,bePatiie 
with all the longing that our spirits may possess to 4rink. of . 
those purer waters that mentally and morally: refresh and 
we are thrust from the fountain with the dold 6( .ijiei\8, 
having even that self-pr.otecting instrument taken ua, js 
the primary assurance _and safeguard of citizenship. . . . . _, · 

We find ourselves shut out by the secon<;iary 
restriction, from a right which is the basis ot a ,.nd 
prosperity; and by the withering infiueqce of this, . Wt1 
and manifestly shut out from the obtainment of those 
cuniary and possessional which an. 
ship does always ensure, and whian ·vgay RESOUSRB.• _are .... u up 
before as {or .the use of a iJ?-
ance w1tb the spirit of tho government, shoajd.be the 

· ·. · · . . , -.. _,. , ,., .. . :, ,. ,,,.; __ ! 
. in:- ··;m.­

end .. !W,. . .. . . · iP.f 
1uat1ce·; . ,, · _ f . 
the . , 

the respectable .voter , . the State. 
' · 
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What are'we, im a people, in the State 1 What is om eondition 1 
. Whiatd11 ~ the character we have 1-what the· reputation we sustain ! 
We are natiTe-bom citizens ofthe State-immediate descendants of 
men, held, not long sinc'8, as slaves: From this state we were 
trannated·into the ·partial enjoyment and limited possession of free­
do,:.; ~ cut off '.ftom -tbe sympathies of our fellow citizel_ls, almost 
abJec,t:n Po!~,·allo~~ m many plac~ but a scan~ and inadequate 
patti~tion· in the pnvileges. of ·education, and deprived almost e.n­
iir~T:!l the· elecii.ve francliiae, we ~ave ~evertheless, by the pi:acti~al 
operiltion·ofcomrnon eense, by hab1'8 of mdustry, and the cultivation 
of die nligiC>us sentiments, been enabled t-o elevate ourselves above 
a1>asement; and possess our8elves of many of the advantages of-RE-

• LlGIONf JRTBL1.l$B~CJJ; and PROPERTY. · · 
· · : \V'*! ~88ilt'the·curious and acknowledged· creditable ~pectacle of 
~ ~ot>Jd; bencliJJg ~nder t!ie wei.ght of pro~?piion, who ye.t .will not 
~·b1ia·,~on;wlt~ ~beu ~ore pn~ileged fellow c1t1zens of 
ther....-rtnk1-Ulr either,ejigion, virtue, or mdustry. , . 

, ·. · .*1dibughzfrorn the- arbitrary distinctions that prevail throughout 
tha.cQIDDlonity, ''W.~· have · been debarred entirely frem collegiate edu­
cadon ·:fl BkhoUgb, to· a coniriderable extent, we haTe be~ exclude4 

· ftonl;-thtt.advant.ages of the Common School System; ye& we have 
~fii e~.-noronly to eustain them amo. ng ours~l~es, ~ut li~ewise 
1n many=tntf:anees; select schools of our e~. A spmt ef mtelligence 
pen~la entire peeple. Keeping pace with the progyessive spi­
rit of the age, :and tlie contln.ual intellectual progreas of the 'Dation, 
there· are·bnt~ ·familiet in wliich books are.not a common and ne-
cel1uy~orri1ftodity .: · . · 

. ln.t :au{.,~ c>f fbe.$~~' ffl>m Monta1ll to ·Buft'alo, literary and de­
batingiabdieti# eodie.lubs Hist among om people, in city, town, and 
villap·· I" ·•~ inetances, these !Oeieties. are adorned and made 
more ·useful by lib~a. an~ reading.rooms . . Our schools and uso­
ciations·_.are-.•continuAJl,-·eending forth a host of y.outh, with strong de­
~rm.~~tiJnuri~':V~t.po-,, of subeening. the b~st and highest interest'! 
otdi•m l'fb~tiO<l- ~e~ And not an m~ons1derable num_ber o~ th~ 
t1tmg~1~ of:oor:~q~e:r ·hav,e sought,. ~1 some of tb~~tgher mstt­
tU~'iOHeii'AIOlf ~th•r in thi1 er a fore1gn ·tand, the pnvileges of a 
el•:.i~ed~ .. : - ... . · .- · . . . 
· .W~ba• •r.atte~; 1as -b.right ,s~ all along the State, a number 
~f,1'~~~1~', far t~e mini~try, _preparing for acade~cal 
mswCtion ; or enteringi once m a while, the medical · profession ;. 
~pultiT~..,io.dJ tm.d MW 4evoted tot~~ interests of man; and' 

. il'Ws!~#.~·~ ~.;:~~:..:~e!;i~ !u~~!-
··;~~ .,_· -~1ut1ce. ap~at i.us:;1n 1he 0<>1D111Um!J', 
'~JtWii,._~ ~~~ ·~e dictaa~a, .. of . Christian , ... utlit1•· Not 
ilJlrjfi:l~~-l>~~~ tilhdQI -•etei~ :of :eceJe .. a•tieal ~­
'ti5B\'8,"Wtwe' also-meet ~tffi ,lt(n.J~~ ~~·~~iies . in, the -.1n-

. , - i.. .. . . . -. . .- ,_ . 
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plest forms of religious communion. We have often be:en driven 
from a quiet and pea~ea~le ~njoyment of _those rights ~iLh which the 
death of a common Saviour invested us, m common with the rest of 
our follow creatures of the human family. · . 

<?f _necessily, then, have we been often forced to for~ religious 
soc1et1es of our own. Througho11t the State, , we hav~ upwards of · 
forty indepen~ent religiou~ congre~tio~s, of the ~~eabyterian, Epif· 
copal Methodist. and Baptist denommat1on; ea~h wttk ~· temple. erect· 
ed to the worship of the Almighty; most with setd,ed paato~ -under a 
regular yearly stipend ; in connection with .:which ·there lµ'e alwu' 
6000 communicant!!, who, with the respective •congre~tiona in at,. 
tendance with them_, average in the aggregate not less than '5,00P 
of our people who statcdlv are under the influence of religion, in 
connection with our owi1 churcheB, besides those in auendance 
elsewhere. · 

'fhe amount of energy and intellect brought out by th"se various 
projects, may ce justly regarded as bespeaking much for the virtue 
and character of a disfranchised and opprdssed peopl~. ~side fr~tn 
this, a large body of our people are in partial communion with the 
various Christian communities through the State.. From ',these 
sources, atreams of religious infiuenc~ and blessings are .in continual 
flow, refreshing and invigorating our entire body~ . . . · · . . 

An undue and disproportionate development· of ~wers, produces 
unnatural effects. A continual enlargement of cenaln cspacities, tq 
the entire neglect of others of equal, or it may .,, of. IJJ<?re im:port-­
ance, produces deformity. In order to develope symm~ of either 
form or character, a full, general, healthy-, and vigoroQs exercise of 
all the powers, is absolutely necesslll'Y. In brin~g f'tVh the cha­
racter of a people, this is clear and manifest. The hiStory of the 
11erfs, under the feudal system, t~e character of the same, cla~s in 
Russia, and the prominent traits of the disfranchi~d;class in ·an 
communities at die present day, and especially the cQpdition of .. en­
slaved men throughout the universe, gjve stroqg vet.tty lo the senti­
ment herein expressed. Human nature is complex.iJ:t itS formati9n. 
In {>roportion as the various powers o! ma~ arc:~~ri!°"'sI;, '.edu~, 
so is the nobleness and u .. ,tness o( rts capac1~y , IIµl~ff,~ted. : F~ 
scope, and ample verge gi~en for the exercise ~f . ~.J>~~caJ· and 
mental powers, to the detnment of the moral, an ~eobene~ o[ 
character is evinced. And so if the moral alone is . cµltiv~'eq' lo_. tqe 

nef~~c::!~:i;~~a:!t~ .. 81.~~~~~f.J~,J:Efl~;!r~ 
adapted to diem-whiol\, if no~ · p~1ited a';nakiftl · · ., ~~~tl.1Jllltt ~­
ercise, ,are . lJJl'lled, upon '.himseff and fO]:lowS; Wi#.i a~g~~~ ~~if-~ 

:7!~·~$f::i;i~;;~it\ill!~ 
natute adapted. 10: govemtneut afld: it&;-vmous •i•::::Jfff! ! 1ympa-. . 

r 
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thizet with its modes, 'and forms, end operatiol'ls; and this, from the 
fac\ that there is not a single shade of revolution in the political as­
pect of a country, but it is .felt to the extreme limits of the body poli­
tic ; operating upon the individual being of all its· subjects. 
. :rh~ ~eprivatiC?n ?f our people of the ~lective f~nchise, and_ a par­

ttc1pat1on in the vanous rounds of pnbhc duty, shows the evil here 
spoken of; 'The powers that should have been thus employed, hnve 
not lain . dormant. A trait which we posse'ss in common with our 
common humanity, has been manifested in us. ,Powers will have 
e.Hrcise, either ;b~althy or unhealthy. The !mpattial and proscrip­
tive, non-suffrage act, bas been to us hurtful m the extreme. The 
powers that ·should naturally ha,·e been thus exercised'; were 
wrested from their legitimate employment.- It has - the 
source of evil ; unmitigated, unalleviated ; without eve~ ap­
proach to an adequate benefit. It is true, we might become pos-
1esied' of the immunities of citizens and voters, by the· property qual­
ificati~. But this spur, \Jlis incitement, as it is regarded by somP., 
lost alHts zest;· in the bitter reflection, in the searing conviction, ~at 
we were ~nade aliens and ' stranger.~ in the country of our birth ; a 
disltartchj.s~ .class in the very land where lie the bones of our fa­
the~the land whose liberties they helped achieve by patriotic ser­
vice, and whose soil is enriched by their purest and noblest blood ! 

But thiais not all. When we were deprived of the elective fran-
- chise, the blow 'Was. give~ wh.ich se':ered that hold, by which respect, 

deference, and cons1derat1on is obtamed, by the poorest and hum- ~ 
blest citizen. Our fellow citizens saw they bad nothing to expect • ·~ 
from us. We became a proscribed, depressed class. We felt every 
where we went, in all our relations, that we had been made separate 
from 'the rest of our fellow citizens. · 

The pure and refreshing waters of literary excellence, were not 
allowed to flow by us1 to quench the burning thirst of · an eager and 
lontP.n~ P."ople. lJ? f!ie vari~us religious bodies, t~ey have notfound 
their. e~tf_ o_f Chnstian f.eel1ng .~wei:ful and .unave~al enough to 
treat, man, asi~e -from arbitrary d1stmct1onit, "without respect ~f per­
so~r·" ;,In. s~prt; t.fie ·means and fati~ties-the ways and avenues to 
wealt.~ ~Jl4 -~nftuenc~~ were shut agamst us. . . : 

We a8J4 " . . .·. :m1.ght· be expected of any people m such circum-
:~~dtJ . ·.?: , ~· .. ~i~ht be ~ticipated as legitimat~ resulw fro~ such 

-qnder r _,· ·' ~~~~~1,. we perceive the suft'erings of ~h~ Irish in 
Ire1•~·''i! · ~~~~~on ~f th~ Greek, .the besot~ al~puiity ~f ~e 
lowe.t... . · tn\l~ · and~ihe · abasetn(tnt· 'and· contmu&l ·decrease of 

~l·~~r.t~ti.6:'.-!Af&e::~.:.-~=t~.i:J~. ~:~. · ,~.ki 
fi ' ,. · .. _._• .. ;t .-~tis. n•w:~. ·~diM ~.· 'e~~ rtom, __ a;no11 .... ' !tim····· · tiblt1n 
Wl·,:e~~eFif~ .. :_> ·N<>iWidutanding --.R~neB-~cul­
tiel ih~ ~ ~epmssibitl; c81culated a&lbey are, to sicken the heart, to 

_, . ' 

f 
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a gfcat extent, and make the soul give up, we~'ha,·e nevertheless 
been enabled to live above them. • , 

We have been ,deprived of thetelcctive fran~hise during the last 
twenty years. In a free country, this is ever a stimulant to enter· 
prise, a means of influence" and a source of respect. The po11ession 
of it sends life, vigor, and enerdthrough the entire heart of a pef>ple. 
The want of it in a community, is the cause of c8releHness, intel­
~ectual inertnHs, and indolence. Springing ab~ve all these depreBB­
mg. cir~~mstances, and exerting ourselves with unwonted alacrity, by 
native mdustry, by the accumulation of property, we have helped 
contribute, to a considerable extent, not only to the means of the 
State, but likewise to its character and respectability. 

We claim, .. that there is no consideration whatever in existence, on 
account of which, the odious proscription of '\vhjch w.e complain, 
should be continued. The want of intelligence, our misfortune, and· 
the crime of others, which was once urged against us, does no. t now exist. 
Again : we -are the descendants of some of the ear liut settl,,,-1 of th~ 
State. We can trac& our ancestry back to those who first pierced 
the almost impene~able forests that then liftefi their high and stately 
heads in silent grandeur to the skies. When the tast and uackleas 
wilderness, that Qad alone . answered to the fierce roar . of the ,roam­
ing heast, or the whoop of the wild native, spread its$'lf before the 
earlier settlers, our fathers were among those, who, with sinewy 
frame and muscular arm, went forth to humble that wildernesa in its 
native pride. Since that time, our fathers, and we ourselves, have 
lent our best strength in cultivating the soil, in deTelopiog its vast 
resources, and contributing to ~ts wealth and impor~ce. Those 
who are the least ac.quaintcd with the history of the State, cannot but 
grant, that in this respect we have contributed more than our propor-
tionate part. . , . · . 
. In times when patient toil and hanly industry were demanded, it 

will thus be se~n, we have ever been present and active. Not only 
so. In tiriies /of perit has our aid been called f M, and our services 
41 promptly gi.ven. When. the country, i,ts interests, iLB beet ~ 
most cherish~ r~ghts and 'institutions, have been aBsailed, not una­
vailingly have;we been looked to. . ~en the shrill trumpet.call ~f 

i:'reedom. w. a~s. eard a.mid t.he mountai~s .. a~ the roc·1' .. 1, 4lfl. d al. ong th. e rivers of the . orth, and a teverberatmg reply was beud fro{ll the 
broad fields a d pine forestl) of the Soutli ; when the wliole CC?\llltly, 
aroused by t ipjustice o'f''British pulley, arose -' .one ' man, tor tb~ 
mtaintenance- ' ~ natural and unprescriptable . riP.ts ; the dark;.browed 
man' stood .si :hy aiae with bis fairer f~llow citizen, with firm de~t­
mination' and' iDdomitable spirit. During that memo~ble .<»nflict, in 
~evere· ,-an~ · .. ·· l~g service, did. they contend for UiQae .J>.!in~plq of 
libe.~,,~~tcfo. ,ih ·tn·:· · .. ih. e · J?ecl~i:a .. tlol) of lnd.&:r. . nd .. eu~,w~~~1~ P,Qt 
afoparualr~~t~~ 9\h,:ab1l•!Y, but w. . · .:_,P!ft#n; alik~~iq i~_y~ry 
being posscf.ed of · ilioSe higli and ~xalled en:doWJQM•\@lat diJ!,ig.­
guish humrup~. 

·1 



Their blood is mingled with the soil of every battle field, made) 
glorious bv revolutionary reminiscence; and ·their bones · have en­
riched, the ~most productive ~ands.of .the. cotmtry. In the l!lte war ff 
! 812, · otli' ·p~ople were ~n · called ,upon to de.food their count'1. 

· fhe splenditl naval achievements on Lakes Erie ~ .Champhup, 
were• O.'fling mostly ·tO the skill and prowess of C'olored men. n1c 
fame of Perry was . gained· at the expense of the mnngled bodies an<l 
hleedlng veins of our disfranchised people. Not inc~nsiderably is. it 
owing to them, that .Americans of tbo present day can recur with. 
pleasurable emotions, and pride of counµy, to the battle fields_ of 
Plattsburgh and Sacketts Harbor. .' · 

We are Americans. We were born in no foreign clime. Here, 
where we behold .the· noble rivers, and the rich fields, and 'the 
h~altl\ful ~Ides, that)nay. be.called American; here, amid the inl,ti­
totions _ th~t ~ow -~urround us, we first beheld the light of tho impl,\r­
tial ~uh. · :w ·e have not been brought up under the influence of other 
strange, ariftocratic_, and uncongenial political relations. In this r-e· 
spect, . we profess to be American and republic~n. With the natttre, 
f_,att11es, and operations of' our government, we have been familiarized 
f:rom youth ; and its democratic character is accordarit with the flow 
of o\11' feelings, and the current of our thoughts. , 

We hll'Ve thus' laid before you, fellow citizens, some eonsiderations 
why we should ·never have been deprived of an equal suffrage, and 
why a -just. and impartial guarantee of this right, shoulel · soon be 
made. 

But bating all these, . we lay our claim on still higher gr-0und. We 
d,o regard the right of our birthdom, our service in behalf of the 
coul1tl'y, contributing to its importance, ·and developing its resources, 
111 fa'f<)r&ble: c6nsiderations~considerations adapted to- banish all 
thought of proscription and injustice, fr6m the power-holding body of 
the c~untry, a~d ·to lead. them fo a .hearty ~nd practical acknowledg­
ment of the clauns and:nghts of a d1sfranch1sed people. 

Yet for these alone; we do not ask for the · extension of the elec­
tiv! fran~hii~.'. .· .· Wi£J;would not, we do not, p!'edicate ~y right ~- it 
from. any such .a-basts. We would not fall 1qto the error of 'bumg 
ria.hts upo~ gtoti~s ~o -untenable. · We object to others placing our 
riB,h~;UjfO~ oo$ple~on. W~ o~selves would not lay our claims to 
consi:cterat1otn>n thrs ~r any s1m1lar ground. 
. ,W;.e can findJ no · system of moral or political -ed-.ics m whiclr rrghts 
areibaBedupon the·C?onformation of the body, or the color of the skin. 
We· c•J\-finil; M nation' that ·baa the temerity to · insult the common' 
senee~f,m'arikind,: by' promulgating. such a sentiment as part of its 
cted,i-,··. ·'f9~.fSvet .:indi!iduals ·or nations ,may a:c~ .- h_owe!er they may 
assail ·the · ':'lih~· of ·::man• or wrest from him hts bbert1es, they all 
equally· and' ·itike'P!',o/su ~gafd for na~ral rights; the protecii<lll llDd 
~e'Uijt:r<>f..t.tch; tlfey~ as the object of "the fomlatimi' Of .lbcir 
-~i--~;Oty~~--. . . . . ' ' -7~-
-~~·v( ~ .....,...... . ., . , , ~. _ _, .. 
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Rights hav~ an exi~tence, aside .from conventional arrangements 
or unnatural partialities. ·They, are of higher origin and of purer birth. 
They are infetrable from the settled and primary sentirilents of man's 
nat~e. The high dignities and exalted tendencies of our common 
humanity, are the original grounds from .which they may be deduced. 
Wherever a being may be found endowed with ihe light of Reason, 
and in the exercise of its various exalted attributes, · that being is 
possessed of certain peculiar rights, on the ground of his nflture. 

We base o~r claim upon the possession of those common and yet 
exalted.faculties of manhood. WE ARE ME?#. 1. Those sympa­
thies which' find t~cir natural channel, and legitimat.e and healthy 
exercise in civil and politicJLl relations, have the same being and na. 
ture in ns that they have in the rest of the human family. 2. Those 
y~arnings and longings for the exercise of political prerogatives, 
that are the product of the adaptedness of man'~ social nature to po­
litical arrangements, strive with irrepressible potency within us, from 
the fact of our disfranchised condition, a prevalent and unreasonable 

., state of ~aste, and the. operation' of laws and statutes not proceeding 
· from, yet operating upon us. 3. Those indignities and wrongs 

which naturally become the portion of a disfranchised class, and ga­
ther accu.nulated potency from an , increase and intenseness of pro­
s_cript~on, 'hat~ally a~d. legitimat~ly revert to ~s. Fyom possessing . 
like sympathies for civil ·and poht1cal ·operatlons with others, and 
like susceptibilities for evil, when n_ature is · hindered in' any of its 
legitimate &xetcises-on the ground of our common ltuma,nity, do we 
claim equal and entire rights with the rest of our fellow citizens. 
All that we say here, meets with full sympathy from all c~nnected 
with the history of the country, the nature of its institutions, the spi­
rit of its Constitution, and the designs and purposes of its great ori· 
ginators. · · 

We have no reason to think that the framers of the Declaration of 
lndeJ>$Jldence, in setting forth the doctrines it contains, regarded 
them ,ns mere dogmas or idle theories. We believe they put full 
faith in them, as actual truths, and living verities. This they 
evinced, by pledging to each· other their lives, their fortunes, and -
their sacred honors. ·· This they manifested, by an unswerving oppo· • 
@iticn to injustice and oppression. . 

It was in accordance with the' views of th_at great charter of Amer .. 
ican freedom, that they framed the constitution of the country. Set­
ting aside the stale primogenital fallacies of the blopd..dyed political 
institutions of the old world ; repudiating the unnatural ~ssumptions 
of 1.lie feudal system, and exploding the -aged and destructive sophism 
of natural inequalities in the family of man, they clung with undying 
tenacity ~ the eonneeting chain that runs through the whole mighty 
mase ()f hUllllinity, re~ognised the common aympatmes an.d wants of 
1he race, and framed a polit~cal edifice · of .such a nature and character 
ae W'as congenial with the natural and )ndes~ructible principles of 

- • >' & -
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man, and as was adapted to secure to all under its broad £ois, ~e 
purest liberty God ever conferred upon him. 

That Declaration, and that Constitution, we think, may be consid­
~red .as more foJly develoRing· tlre primary ideas ~f .t\~eriean rep~b­
licanism, than any other documedts. In these, rnd1v1duals are re­
garded_ distinctly and r espectively-each and every one as men, fully 
capac!tated by the Creator~ ,,or government and progressive advance­
ment-. which capacities, in a natural exercise, are not to be inter-
fered-with. by gove~i:iment. . ; . . _ . 

Repubhcamsm, m these two documents, has an eye tq, md1v1dual 
freedom, wi~hout lets or hindrances. In her. operations, she is im­
partial. She r~gards man-all . men ; and is indifferent to all arbi- · 
trary and conventional consideratiens. This we deem to be the cha­
racter of the Declasaiion of Independence-and this, likewise, the 
character of the Constitution, after which it was modelled. Repuh­
li~nism was to be the distinguishing feature {nits operations. 

The Constitution of our ' dwn Statef'; as it sprung fror"' the clear 
head and pure heart of that incomparable patriot, JOHN · JAY, in ' 
its preamble and several sections, was, in spirit, concordant wilh it. 

-By this we mean, that although the qualifications for voting, in gene- . 
ral, were higher than those prevailing at the prese.nt, yet the ground 
of the suffrage en11ctment was not based upon national peculiarities, 
or complexionaf distinctions. It said that any maJ:r posse~sed of such 
and such qualifications, should be a political de.nizen of the. State. 

As the State advanced in_ age, intelligence, and population, aug­
mentea in wea.,lth, aQd extended in resources, the call went for.th for 
the extension of the franchise right. In ac~oroahce with the will -of 
the people, thus e.xpressclr, a convention was hekf in the city of Alba­
ny in 1821- 2. ' · . 
' We beg that it may be remembered, that the convention was called 

for the purpose of extending the suffrage right. We would also call your 
attention to the fact, that the votes by which. many of the delegates were 
elected to that convention, were cast by colored voters. And more 
especially would we remind you, that during the proceedings of that 
conventi?n, in Jts reports., addresses, &c., a peculiar deference is 
6Ver. paid to tne republican features of' our common country~ 
and it1t . democratir, tendencies. Yet in that convention, ' tha t 
portion of the citizens of the State whom we here represent, were · 
shut out from an equal and common participation in the prerogatives 
of citlzenship, in the operations of both State and National Govern­
ments, and thus . placed under the operation· of laws and statutas with~ 
out our agency, and to which we are subjected without acquiescence. 
,, We, the Colored Citizens of the State, in -Convention asser,nbled, 

' rapresenting 50,000 of the population, do ask your earnest attention. 
' your deep reflection, you~ unbiased and conscientious judgment in 

this m,atier. We ask you, as n matter in which You are deeply con­
cerned, to ccmP. forward and restore the fountains of poli tical JU&tice 



~· · .·. 
in this State to their pristine purity~ c ask you tp secure to u•~~ 
our political rights. We call upon you to . return . to the pw e . 
(aith of your republican fathers. We lift up our voices for the re-~ 
stored spirit of the first days of the republic-for the great princi­
ple8 that then maintained, and that regflrd for man which revered tbe 
characteristic features of his. J)atute., as of more hono~ and worth than . 
the form and color of the body .in which they dwell. , · . 

· For no vested rights, for no peculiar privileges, for no extraordi-
nary prerogatives, do we ask. We mert;ly put forth our appeal for 
a republic~n birthright. '\Ve wish to be something more than politi­
cal serfs and slaves. We fully believe in the fundamental doctrines: 
set forth in the Declaration of lnqependence. We acquiesce in the . 
sentiment that "governments derive their just powers from the coo• 
se~t of the governe~.'' And ' w~ say it is i~justice of ~h_e mo~t a~­
gr1eved character, either to deprive us of a JUSt and Jeg1t1mate parti­
cipation in th~ rights of the State, or to make us bear the burdens, 
and submit to its enactments, when all its arrangement&'; plans, and 
purposes, ar.e framed and put into operation utter! y regarCileszJ of us, 
m their incipient state; than if we were nonentities ; but which, in 
their practical operation, act upon us with destructive tendency, eat 
away our soul, and destroy our life. We ask for a living manifesta­
tion of belief in the above doctrine : we kn.ow already too muc.h of · ~ · 
its dead letter, · 

Fellow citizens ! the Colqred Citizens of this State, through us, 
their representatives, respectfully and earnestly ask- at your hand~, ., 
the ~peedy adoption of such plans, and_ the formati?d of such.m~fl· 
sures~ as may soon lead to the erasure of the odious proscnpt1ve · 
act of which we compJain-we secured an equal suffrage, ·and the 

, State freed from a stain upon ~ts character. · 

I 

' ' 


