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Interview with t'Ir. Antonio Ciconte, Ital ian immigrant, 1524 Sycamore Street, 
Hi 1 mington J De1a'\-Tare, on February 17, 1968 cy Franci s .J. it'ierro. 

Q NOH, t'ir. Ciconte, you have no difficulty in understanding English, correct? 

Yes, understand the English no much, [inaudible] 

Q O.K., fine. I would like to do the interview in English because most of 
the people who'll be using the tape probably won't understand Italian. 
I understand Italian, [repeats self in Italian], so that if you can't 
think of hO,\-1 to say something in English, you say it in Italian, then I'll 
say it in English and you can say, "Yes, that's '\-That I said," or "No, I 
don't mean that." [A sks if he understands in Italian. ] . 

A Yes 

Q [Speaks Italian, apparently repeating '\-That he has just said above. J 
A [.~~nsl-rers in Italian] 

[Says something else in Italian] 1111 right. Uhere were you corn, r·ir. 
Ciconte? 

ft Geroearne [sp], Calabria, region of Catanzaro. 

Q Geroearne. NOvl, this is in Calabria, right? 

A 51, Calabria, province of Calabria. 

Q O.K., there are three provinces of Calabria. 

II Reggio, Catanzaro, Cosenza, [inaudible - Italian 1. 

Q Reggio is right in the toe, right? 

A Reggio is in· the end of Italy. 

QAt the very end of th e t.oe. 

A A cross the Strai t of Nessina, Sicily. 

Q Across the Straits of Hessina., right across fran SicDS, a.'1.d Reggio is 
right in the toe .. And Catanzaro is right next to it. 

1~ Fext. to--and Cosenza, ';-;hich you knm~ [inaudi cle]. . . napoli. 

Q In other words, Cosenza is closer to iiaples, right? 

!~ CosenZct, yeah. 

9 night. So you had Reggio, Cat.anze.Yo, ancl then the .last one is Hhat? 
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A Cosenza. 

Q Cosenza, right. 0.1(. 

A 'Th:'.t's Reggio, Catanzaro, Cosenza ..• 

Q And you came from . 

f, Gerocarne [sPJ -- I mea.n Catanzaro. 

Q Catanzaro J right. NOH, vrhat year Here you born? 

A 1884. 

Q In 1884. Now, when you 1>Tere a young boy, a little boy, in Italy, what did 
you do every day? Hhat did you use to do, Hhat kind of work? 

A Hhen I started to be vlOrldng? 

Q F ell, let' s say Hhen-- say before you bec8.me six years old. Did you ever do 
any kind of 1'lOrk? 

A Oh, 2- six-year-01d can't clo nothing. 

Q There's not too much, but could you ever Hork on a farm? 

A No, no farm for me. I vms--my father was a tarter and my grand.fa ther l1as a 
barter. 

Q I see. So everycocly in your family .fere baxbers. 

A Yes. And shoemaker and tailor. 

Q You had shoemakers, tailors, and barbers. 

A i·I ell. I got an uncle tailor and one a shoem2.-~er. ry grandfa ther--he was 104 
years old, he Has born 1805, died 1909. 

Q Your grandfather Has 104 years old. 

A Y Plli~, and he worked 'til the last day. 

Q And he HorJ:ed 'til the last day. 

A I,ast d.ay. Hhen he died J I Has in this country. I eat mDr£ied in 1909, he 
died in 1900. 

Q I see. \Then you Here 2. little boy, Here you 1earninr; hOH to 1;e a barber in 
your f2.ther' s shop? 

A ~:hen I H2-S 10 years old, I slarted studying Idth my father, I learn to 
ca,l'"'ter. 

Q I see. Did you ever go to school in It.?].y? 
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P Yenh. 

Q HOH old vrere you 'I-Then you started school? 

A I staTted about seven OT eight. You knoH, I thought ncout the school over 
there. \-Ie go to school lihen the Hinter cone, Hintr:;rtime, you knOiT, Septem­
ber,October, november, you know, 'CB.use He need money, you kn01L \Je didn't 
have much money. \Je go out and picI, olives, you knoll? Eut it was free, 
you know, they'd pick it up every Saturday. 

Q In other Hords, the ones that fell Here free and you'd ta.1.:e those? 

P Yeah, when they started to rick up all the olives, you can't go in and get 
olives, because the O1mers, they take all the olives. Hell, Hhen they 
finish and get qll of 'em, then they say clean, anybody clean anything 
1 eft, you knm-l. 

Q Oh, in other 1rords, in the 01iv8 harvest season, the mmer of the olive 
trees, he Hould harvest 8.11 the olivos. And after he finished, he Hould 
let people come in and te_ke lihai.ever they Hanted, Hh8.tever dropped on the 
ground, vrhatever }ras left in the trees. 

{. You find lt, it's yours. 

Q RiGht. And you used. to do th.Ls just before the iTinterti'Tie. 

!, Yeah. ITo shoes- in the Hlnter-tJ_l'le. 

Q 18S. Ho shoes in the Hinter. Th:.?,t HUS very difficult. I).h., nm-J you 
i-rent to school in Italy, right? You st2-rted Hhen you HeTe Gtout seven years 
old. 

Ii )1::;out six, seven years old. 

Q Six or seven. 

A But some Ita~i3ns don't go to school. 

Q_ But there were times you di<i.'1 f t go. 

I~ 't ~ . l'T th 1 h co~o ~'- r· "~~~l 1 l, Hasn .L ore eel L-::e ey r,o , ere. '-' d~ 0_ em Llnal..4\.LJ.. '-'_0.J • , there ITa.s 
not even about 25 or 35% >-rho could read and. l-rri te at -tl:<..at tin:e, 

Q. Not even 251 of the people ,rho could read and 1cci te . NOi;, hOi'! long did yoa 
go to school, hOlI many ye8T2,? 

.A A bout three or four yen,rs, vrhen you Co 3.nd 1',11 en you no go. 

Q In other }fords, you Here enrolled say for acout three or four yem's, but 
sometimes you td go rrnd sometimes you Houldn' t go to school. 

P Yeah, nol~o(1.y foreed, 

Q iTococly forced you to go to school. You just went if you to. \-[hon J'OU 



uent to school over there, did you have to Hear a uniform to school? 

A Ho. 

Q HOH about books? Did the school give you books or did you have to . . . 

11 No, you had to buy. 

Q You had to buy 'em. ~'las it a public school? 

A Public school. 

Q Yeah, it wasn't a church school? 

A There vlasn' t no church school around, no. 

Q It 1,o.s a public school. 

A There was no church schools in Italy at that time. I don't know if they 
got novT. 

Q. But there Heren'tany then. 

,6 They was all pu1Jlic schools. 

Q I see. HOH, when you flnished school, you were about ten years old, right? 

A I ~'rent an(l started Hork 'lTi th 11'';;' father. 

Q A nd you staTtedto 1'iDrk. 

A I started--learned the trade Hi th rr,y fe.ther. 

Q You started learning the bareering trade. 

A Study every da;,r--vTatch what my father had to nork--he shaved, haircut. 

Q ~!ell, at first, vrhat did you do, just stand there and 1,atch your father? 

? Yea.."1. 

Q Did you ever get the chance to shave ap~body, or .•. 

. ~ I tell you when I start. Ny father Hant a lather man, you knO}T, I lathered-­
SOap, you knml? 

Q You used to lather r em up. 

1.; t·:y father llent outsic1.e to te .. lk "lith somecocly from another tOl'Tn, outside the 
barbershop--he forget I H2.S lathering th::.t ;nan, no. I come in, I get the 
razor, I started shaving. I shave from ear to ear. I d.id a real nice 
shave, you 1:n01·[. Ind after that I started to shave eJ.l the tine. 

Q I see. In other 'Hords, the first one you 1ic1 good. 
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1) Yeah, :mcl then TV f:ltb3l' come in and take the razOl' fron Try hands. 

Q He took the razor <:tYTO,y frOI:1 you? 

A Yeah t ceco,use tho fSLlY th ouC;ll. t I I d cut hin. 

Q He Has afraid you'd cut the customer, huh? 

A Since that time I got the idea I like shaving, you know. I shave a little 
bit at a time and started to 1'.ork for myself. My father died 1903--falled 
dOvIn and got killed--and [inaudible] the barbershop. And Hho'd pay me? 
Uho no pay me. J:1y mother come to me, she says, "Son, this is no place for 
you. lIhy don't you go to .~merica?" 

Q Your mother told you she iranted you to go to America. This Has Hhen, 1903? 

A 1905--no, 1903 Iny father died. 

Q Yes, your father died . 

A In November, one year. tHO months after rx:! father diecl, I started cOming 
to l\meric(1. I-t 1·T2.S l()O~~ ny mother told me, said, "This p120ce is no good 
for you." 

Q :Tocody ever paid. you for cuttinG their hair or sh2.vinC theI~. Die. your 
mot:n~r 112,"re an:r friencls ir~ the Ul}-itecl States? 

She 1-Lad c, sister. I:1~" mother come in here 
1927--come in 1 0 20, she died in 1')27. 

i: .. this country. 

Q Oh, then your mother did eventually come heI'e. 

A And my lfrother. 

She 

Q HOH, Hhen your nother said you should come to t.'1e Uni t.eQ states, she 
already had 8, sister here, 

in 

A Yeah, yeah, she had a sister over heTc. It ~'ras a little--lielf Yor}:, you 
knoH, lThat's the name, "Bronx. 

Q In the Bronx? Urn hmm. 1! ell, she used to :-::ri te to your sot.her ar..d t.old 
her it HaS much better here than in Italy I is tD.c.:' t i+? 

~- ..... * 

P Oh ye8.h.. Eo lit Has I:-..y cI'other I'ient 'from here in I-taJ_y--you understand? 
He Has come in 1913, JQ20 he 'Iwnt in It?ly. 

Q YeQh, I knoH, cut I'n t2~king about irhen you came he:r'e. You caf.1.e in 1905, 
rig11t? 

Ye2.h. 
2nd d8.:r 

It ·t3J:e ffle--I 
F e br1.lCll~Y • 

left Eaples 12th 0, ""-.r 
'-'--'; .T anua..ry ant I reCl,ch over here 
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Q You left January 12th . 

.January 12th, I come in here no, it Has pretty near first of ;·:arch. 

Q blmost the first of Harch Hhen you Got here. It took that long. 

A january the 20--1 remeI:lbcr the boat stp.xted on fire, too. 

Q Really? Hell, before He start talking about the trip across, hoYT did you 
leave your little home tmm where you were corn? Hm·r did you leave to go 
to Naples .. Then you--did you walk, or take a train . • 

A Train,"He take a train. 

Q \'!here did you get the train? 

A Heax If':y homet01m. 

Q 1·!}"1..at Has· thE:! nan1€: of the tOlm I'm ere you got the train? 

A Soliano [sp?]. That's ab0ut 15, 20-rrd .. nutes 1T3~k. 

Q 7yom your homet01-Tn. lnd so you Ha..ll:ed. to th8 train station 2 .. nd you got t..lIe 
-train for Naples. 

A 1\ nd there Has over the::t'e-'''Hent to the horse a Yle1 a coach. And. ue iTent to 
[sounds li!<::e Pisa C8.1a'crla], that's vrhere I had to go to get a train. 
talce us seven hours to go there. 

Q Oh, in other HorelS, you -;ralked.. to Soliano 2.:1cl you got ,"l horse and buggy. 

A Yeah. There Has nine of us He come here altogether. 

Q I see. L% huh. 

A And i'Te got three buggy 2.nc1 He got off at Pisa Calabria over there, the 
train th'l.t goes to 1:a1)1es, you knolT. 

Q PisC', Cal bria? ;\ nd then a..fter having gone t.here from Soliano in a horse 
and bugg'J t you took the tra,in. 

A Ano. t.'1ere He get the tra.in, yeah. 

Q Right. ~\ nd the tr2.in took you to Napl e s. 

A Yeah. 

Q Do you rer:lember hm; JonG it, took the tr2.in to get to l:aples? 

A I left 8:ln ln tho eveninG, it 113.S about seven 0"'" eight otclock in the 
morning. 

Q In other Honls, it tooL you (1.cout 12 hours I rich t? i\ cant 12 hours to get 
to ;Taples. EOH once you got to Naples, viaS the b08.t there re2 .. cly ancl HaitinG 
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for you? 

A The boat vTe had to nal t ac.out hro days to Cor::.e. Then 1·rh8n it come, the 
~omrany send a man uith the coaehes--you knoH trunk they take like that, 
they c'2.rr'J suitcases and the people. The people Has [inaudible] teo, 
youknmr. 

Q Yeah. Has this the first t.ime yeu ever left your hemetmm? 

A First time I left my hometmm. 

Q That' s the first time you ever left your henetovm to. go to. another tmm. 

A Ho, no. All the time in my mm tmm. 

Q That's l·rhat I'm saying. You'd never left your hometmm befere, this vras 
the first time. 

~\ no, no, no, no. 

Q This nas the first time. O. K., neH lmen you got en the coat, lihat kind of 
a coat Has it, "ms j.t 2.n Italian boat? 

A ItaJian boat. T-eGuri2 [SIl J, 
Q T,eguri2 .. 

A T,8,oju:ria, name of the coat. It got sun1·~ nOli. In the Second Eorld ~[ar they 
sLmT~ that boat 

Q It Has sunk in the Second i:orld Har? 

A Second Uorld \Jar, yeab .• 

Q And it took you almost a month to cross. From the hrelfth of Jan1lar'J 

P. T!·relfth of January, cUI of February, and then it 'Has acout the second or 
third of HaTch lthen I reach Uilmington. 

Q 1-:hen you reached Ui1rrington it was the second or third. of Earch. Did the 
bOed; stop anYHhere l::ehreen t:aples and the TJnited Sta.tes? 

The boat? 
[inaudi1)le 

I told you, January the 20, the boat ~-rent on fire. It stopped 
sou11r18 12 ke "I:Iollanfl, Inesa. Holland tI}-you knou Hhat I mean? 

Q In Holhi.ncl? Uh, let's see. You left ;·:-8.])les. Did you stop cmYHhere in 
~;'rD..nce? 

A no, no. 

Q ~)id it stop in Gi'oralt2.r? 

q hld you kept on going. Ind Hhel~e cart it he2.ct for after it left Gibraltar, 
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do ~'ou rcnember? 

A [I::c:.ucLt'cle]. . l\mer:i.cC).. ~!c stop at Isla ("I.e ?aial [sp?], He ;rant to fix 
onr 1::02.t, :rou knD'li? Get th9 coal--Isla de ::'aial J it celong to Enc;lc.ncl. 

Q The Island of Faic~l t and it belongecl, you say , to England. 

A It 1~elollged to England. That was on January the 20. 

Q Oh, that 'Has on the 20th of .January. That 'Hasn't in the ;,zores, "'as it? 

A Huh? 

Q TI'1at 'Hasn't in the pzo.res? 

A ~e boat you mean? 

Q ',; ell, uhere you stop]!ed to get the coal. 
'·;as it? 

That uasn't the Azore Is1and.s, 

A It 1'ras an island. and Fe get the coal, they fix the boat, ever'Jthing. 

Q And there you took care of everything. HOH the coat had caught • 

A {bout a couple of d.ays, 2,fter they fix the C02.t, again 'He cone to l,merica. 
It tike about three, four days more. 

Q )~ sec. HOH, 1':hen it got to the United. 3ta to s, Hhen the eoa t got to the 
l'fnited. States, lThere (tiel it lar!d, in 30StOIl t ]~e1r YorI~ 0:: Phi12~ctelJ?hia? 

p, ':l1e boat that cone fror. Ita2.y? 

Q ::eah, , the boat that ca:ne from Italy, right. 

Q. In ITeH York. 

A :Sureau of Il?,migrCi.tion, you knoH the examination and immigration is in Xe,,! 
York. 

Q Right. iTOH, you ,-rent through the exam. Uhen you got off the boat, did they 
hoJd you anyHhere? 

A They ey..amine your eyes. . but in Naples, cefore 1':e get the boat, 'Vie had to 
se.:j' same thing in ?Tmr York. You kno;'T 'f-rh:l.t I r.ean? ,~nd Hell, lrhatever they 
s-:J.irl in !faples, I said in UeH York the Sa.;Tl8 thing. 

Q. :':n other HOrdS, they just checked to maJ\:e sure that you told the truth in 
:fc.ples about yourself I that you 'Vreren I t sick or anything else. 

A Doctor's examino.tlon, excunine your eyes, examine everythinG ar.cl there's a 
i,~~"":'1. at the desk Hi th C', 'tiC book Has Dark everything and 2.11 that I you ~:110lT 

~;:"2?t I ncan? And thC1.t ~las free. Toc> no in the United. States. '1'11en as 
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soon as He went to the boat, they going to l:eH York. 
1':rloH, it lTctS an j.sl[1.Ylcl in f':C1T Yor1:. ynu ~~"101T, 

It's in ren Yori-:, you 

Q Ellis Island? 

1\ Ye:b .. ~-fe 1'1? .. S over there, 

Q Rig.1J.t. T;ell, they closed that dOI<Tn nO"!-i, you knOlL 

A Yeah, I lmO'l-r I but you had to go in a boat to go in Hen York, you knm-r. 

Q Ri&~t. In other Hords, you he.d to take a ferr'J boat to get to the mainland 
from Ellis Isl~~d. 

A Then from the other boat, He took a train--no, Hai t a r.1inute. ~'!e Yfent to 
the station there, you knm1, in NeH York, aI1..d He come to ~HlrrJ.ngton. He 
"Hent to the ]&;O station there in NeH York and ,·re get off at the }?,}O station 
over here in U ilrnington. 

Q Right. JI. t DuPont Street Clnd DelmraTo Avenue. 

A .t" lot of snOH on the grourd, 

Q .r e11, I i!T'.agine so. You got 11ore--;'[e11, it Has I·larch. but theye H3,S 3. lot 
of Sl101f on the erouncJ, hu.l';? Eo1'r about that. 

A He.d no stocl~in~s, I di~1ntt have no undcr::c2,T. I have a suj,tcase, 
bar; [im:.udJ,()le J . . Thel~e Has a COUSi~1 of nin(3 co:::e tefol~e eo 
~'i2JS supposed. to 1,:no~'J the J:'o[tclf), you I:110lT, the streets o"'v"'er hel"'e ~ 

I have a 
al1Q he 
~;e 1fe1:1t 

to Dela1-IaJ:'e _s"t,,"ellue--lrncn it "ras l'!ash.ingto~ Street, there ~-~as 2. Il0nume:'1t 
over there, you knO'l-:, ct St.8:I-.U8 t 10th and ';2.s~1ington? And. 1:"(/ cousin Hhen 
'\':e reach over there, "Cone on, He Got to go this Hay." ~f e i·rent to front 
Stree~t t you kno1'T. 10tri 2.TIcl ~:ashingtol!, l:e 1"Tc:Q!{ed to Fro~t Street. 

Q In other HOTels, fron the ::v·c station you 'i:a.lked dOH11 to 10th and ;Jashington 
and then you turned right and milked straight dOHn to ?YO::1t Street. 

, you knm·[, the . 

Q ~ale:l::-8 the B~o,D s'cation used to be? Yeah, :!: k.noH 'Hhere that usecl to be. 

A YC;,d1, tllat' S 1Jhere ll6 get off 4 I:'rom dO;'in t!1ere ;'16 \'ral~: Dela~·r2..L~e 4o~"tJe11Ue 
straight to l-I3,Ych Street, ~!hen He reach ~;9.shington Streot I there 1'ias a. 
sta t118 O'veT there. 1-ry cOLlsin l~emeBbered. that statue and. he kll01f the lfa:;", 

[~0 bacI(, 8,ncl 1-T8 1fctlT( o"tler tl1ere, to ?ron.t 3treet. 

Q :Thy (lid you go dOlm to ?ront Street? 

A j\ fyiencl of mine Ii ve ovm:- there. 

Q Oh, you 1;.<:\0. 2, friend that lived thCl~(,L 

I cOYne Fi th his add:cesE~, too, you kno',r. 
h:'8 a cousin. 

Ee's a fTienl, tu~ I had to put 
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I sef~. NOH, Hh(m you ·(·rent dOHn to see this friend., d..:tcl he give you room. 
2.11d 1:;0 arc].? 

Q I sec, un 11m!:!. 

A i~nd the o .. mers, they cook for you, You heL to buy the stuff and they cook 
for you, beans, macaroni, meat--no greens, I n.ever eat no greens like that, 
'cause ire never buy the green and they cook the green, you knOlL He had 
beane, aml macaroni or carne and :macaroni, thE>. tis all, 

Q .And that IS Hha t you ate, beEms, macaroni, or meat and macaroni and thcd, Has 
it. Hevey ate any vec,etrtbles, hl1..lJ.? O.K •• n01'1. VThen you first got here, 
vrhat did you do aeout gettin0 a job 1'1hen you first lcmded? 1\:0,[ this Has 
in }005. 

A I lJwted to get a joe 8,S a tailor or caree!'. 

Q You ,'ere a ta:U or and c. l'2.r ber . 

i\ I Has 20 years aId Hhen T come over hel~e. :Jr com3in car:' t taJ.k English 
3.nG. they give him 2, jo~. ;bcl I Hent to Pe~~?13yl vania to 1;or~: for here--you 
hl0l'; the eJ.evator--ovey here, the tr2,c~~, ~ c.:ean the st2.tion? You knoH 
the tT[dr~ that goes on the top of it. ::.efo2~e it \'[8.S clon·::;--that's vrhen they 
tuil tit, 'YTne11 I "HcLS h 9J-:'e • I vTP.S 't-TorJ~ th 8?."8 • 

Q 011, ill otrH31~ 1;c:cd::.~ th.e t.rc\Ct( llseo to be--~';h8~ce, Elt the Fenns:/lv8nia Rail­
ro2,'~,? It 1-;2#6 Ot! ct:~"e8t level, 

~{e0h, on tho street, P: n6. 110~'r they 1181:8 :. -t ~igh, you. 1:1'1.0-: ..... 

Q Ancl thoy had. to raise it un. 

l., '?:rom here to go to EdgemooT, Rake it hi[;TI. 

Q In other Hords, they started ?t EdgemooT, from Edgemoor dom.1 to Front 
Street t elevC),tinc; the 

A Ho, they co::',e IIp fror~ i:1H~ sb~,tion over here, they go to Edgemoor, you 
kno"r? That r S 8,11. 

Q In other 1'fOrd.s, thc~;r elevated. that lThole track, cmd you i-ror~·:ed on that, 

l; I Eont to ,rork about six, f,even c1.ays 8,1 together. 

Q You Horked the!'e about six or seven days? 

Ancl I Ti~O"" -'-11(::'. Lrl- -1:'j"r;·j ~"'""'l oJ n(.~o·rlJ e In'''"-'t 1 .... f" cemCYl+ .. ,,. ...... u k:~O-... T, ·{"'or t.h:-> ' •. r,<.."1.1J., _ ~ t.. ~ l ___ ,-,~.~ u.. . .c~' .,.. , _,0 •• ' _ _,,~_" v , .; v .. E ~ •. ~ _. 

Ce.r:L'J a lot of cOP-Gnt, Do.ke [inaudi1;loJ. you kno~-J? And then sor~iO friend 
0: 1'.15.no U9.S Ii vin{; j.n the Sa no place, the:! \~2.S "orkin!; ever there, teo, 
yon kno1!. Some tin;> thfc? up.o-ple--not c.l1 the people Has ::U.vin!; there, 1"'e-;,--
11 '''' ,,, .. co "'0""',,; nO' [1' n"'l r1 i '[,1,.,,1 "OU T·-n r .-.: +11" """"rm-, c:·t0.1" -I-'l~ ""r 'M",~'1' l' -I- "lV' , __ •• c .... >-.> I, ..... ·J1.._4_ 6 .;.<._1.- ... _<.. __ .... _1..1.,.:.. _; • • , .j . _'...I._' • .J,. . .. ,!J •• ,-, 1:-';:""".1. .1;:.(..1"..)...; -'_, L- It.j .lac....;...,.:.._\,. . \.; u .~. 

see hOH. TI'..2.ny poop1e ;ror::, like they c(wcI: you::..~ !!2.::'.e ano. everything, you 
T:n01r? So:r..e people, after they gc'c tl--L" :::: ::c-:.r~e. go home,' they liant to iwrk 
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over he::ce at pulp I'd.II. 

Q In othey. 1rorcl.s, Eho:t sor;,c of them used to do, you had the payr.'c?ster, who 
TL"ote CcOHn the name of every1;ocly Fho reported for ,·TorI:;:. f. nd sone of these 
p12ol'le, nft!,;y' they h2.d their nane vr.dtten o.mm, Hould le2..ve the job anct 
they 'c. GO Hork sone;There els3. 

f-, They [So to the pulp m1ll. 

Q At the pulp mill? 

Yeah, Hhere they make the paper over here. ljext to the Gas House. 

Q Do you remember the name of that pulp nill? 

A That's the name, pulp mill. 

Q The pulp mill. It's not there anymore, though. 

Q Fa. 

Q Fhere lie,S this located, the pulp mEl? 

You pass the cas t2.nk--C3S 

Q ~:o, I . . yes, :/011 CEUI te1J. De •. 

~ [Un5.cJentified fer:~:.le J '.:hel~e Fas t.his loce.tecl, dmm the hig.lL;:2.Y here I like 
1,:11on ~ro't.1 CO (101-1:"1 to Tomr~y f 5? 

!. You kno:7, that Bas tank, you could see f1'0:1 here. 

I don tt think vre have that--from here you could see the hiGh 1::1ack 
thing. 

Q Th,,:!':" s not the onE~ at DelanaTe City is it? 

'"' ?To, I don't thin};:--I thirJ:;: j.t Has dOlm here someplace. I could see it 
:::Jrself, a big high . 

Q '!as it near the Earine Terminal? 

P. Fai-t a minute. I't[1.dison street. 

Q 011, on Y':acli so 11 S treet, ~ 

j-", :?oot of r-:D,clison, .yea.ll. See, thls is 2..11 J.e2.ding clo1-rn to l~a ... T~{lancl}~'le11ue, 
H~'lich is no mort~--c:..rc .,/01.). fl:-'O!';l ~;IilEinc;t.o~1? 

Yeah, I'n fro~ ~:ilminGton. 
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'Con h:}c. to pccss that t:::x:J: there in order to get to the pulp r.J.II. 

Tine. Is the gas tart!:·~--cCln you still see it (to"ffi there? 

i\ Y 2cth, ~lo'u C2vr~ see it. You con see it from here. 

Q 0 . K., it f S right d01m at the foot of rIadison Street near the I':a.rine 
Te~min2~ t i5n t tit? It ';iOuldn' t be too far from it, Hould it? 

A I 1;188.11, after the~r pass there, they go to the Plllp milJ_. 

B That's right--he understands. 

Q And what did these people do, show up at the end of the week to get 
their pay? 

A Yeah. they get a pay over there, they get a pay over here. 
time they [inaudible - person ''B'' is talking at-same time] 

You know what 

B Should he be talking like that? See, this is being marked on here 

A I understand that. 

Q That's perfectly all right. This is interesting. You see, this adds. 

B This shows you people had to try to m~~e a little extra money, I guess. 

Q Yea.~. Beg, borrow, or steal. NOli, these were Italians, right? 

A Yea.~, Italians, And I done it myself. The first day, I done it myself. 
I went to the pulp mill. 

B Papa. That's recorded. You didn't do anything 

A I done it myself--he want me to talk like that. I done it myself. I 
went down there to try to get a job, too, like them people. 

B Oh, that's different. 

A You know the difference, when I come back that daY--I no work down in the 
pulp mill, I stay home. [Inaudible] ••• people coming, I went down there. 
~~ybe somebody called the man and told him I was no working. From the top-­
I was all the way down in ditch [inaudiblel ••.. I went down there, they 
get mad. [Inaudible] •.. my money. I lost the job. You understand? I 
wasn't no how to work--I try to do the same thing as the other people, get 
two jobs. 

B Dontt tell these things, Papa. 

A I want to talk--that's what he want. 
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B I don't want tha'L. You weren't a cheat. I don't go for that. 

Q No, certainly. But this is how things were then, it was a little bit dif­
ficult. 

B He was ignorant of everything 

Q This is it exactly. O.K. Well, now, the people you lived with were all 
Italian, right? Now, what was the life like in those days? It certainly 
wasn't a very easy life. 

A Most of the life of that people'was pick and Shovel. 

Q Most of them worked on construction, pick and shovel. 

A There was a tailor. There was a shoemaker ••• different--painting, some 
like that, but they mostly was pick and shovel. 

Q This was what just about everybody did. In other words, the Italians were 
getting the worst jobs. 

A Yeah. I mean a farmer from Italy, pick and a shovel, that's all he know. 
He's no barber, no doctor, no priest or nothing. 

Q Now, you were living down here on Front Street then, right? 

. A Yeah. 

Q Were they mostly all Italians at that time in 1905? 

A Well, Italian, there were no much colored people. Most of the Italians, 
Scott Street, Union Street. 

Q Yeah, that' s where most of the Italians lived. How about Madison Street. 
were there many-Italians down on that street? 

A A house here, a house there, in a block maybe they'd have three or four 
family. 

Q Yeah. Not too many, huh? 

A No. 

Q Most of the Italians were still up on Scott Street and Lincoln Street and 
in that general area. O.K., now, you of course had to pay for your room 
and board. Now, once you finished with this job with the railroad, what 
did you do then? io1here did you go to work then? 

A My cousin, he was working in [inaudible J t f.forocco Shop--he been work before, 
too, before he went in Italy. 

Q All right, now the Morocco Shop, that was a leather Shop, right? 

A Leather shop, on Front and Monroe. 
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Q At Front and Monroe. 

A He got a job for me, $5.00 a week. Then I got a raise 25¢ a week--made 
$5.25. After I work about five or six months, they raise me a quarter. 

Q Now, how many days a week did you have to work for the $5.00 a week. 

A Well, I worked Monday to Sunday. 

Q Six days a week. How many hours each day? 

A Well, we finish, six, seven o'clock--they started work 7:00 in the morning, 
6:00, still finishing up. 

Q In other words, you worked maybe twelve hours a day. 

A Sometimes. 

Q And sometimes more? 

A No, no more, but that much. Then I got a job on the stretch machine, I make 
$10.00 a week. 

Q What was that, staking out the skins, stretching them out? 

A Yeah, they stretch, you know what I mean? 

Q O.K. How long did you stay there? 

A About a year. 

Q Five years? 

A About one year. 

Q One year. Now, your cousin tried to--well, your cousin got you that job 
there, right? 

A Yeah. 

Q Now, had you learned how to speak English after you were there for a while? 

A I can't talk English. 

Q Uh huh, did you ever go--now, you were a barber and a tailor, right? 

A In the old country. 

Q Did you ever go into barbering and tailoring in this country? 

A I went to work a barber and then buy a barbershop in 1906 • • • 

Q In 1906 then you went intobarberlng. 
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A t bought a barbershop at F',ront and Madison, had "two chair and went to four 
chair. And I didn't have enough chair, I move next door, and I put six 
chair in. It was at 621 and I moved 619. 

Q In other words, you had two shops. 

A One shop. I move one • '.' 

Q Oh, you just moved into a bigger place. 

A Yeah, more room. 

Q How many barbers did you have working for you? 

A When I was at 619 • • • 

B 619 Front Street he was. 

Q On Front street, 619. 

A 619 West Front Street, I have about three barbers and three apprentice boy-­
learned the trade. 

Q So you had three barbers and three apprentice boys and you had six chairs. 

A They no have barber school like now,' you know. They want to learn to barber J 

they go to a barbershop and learn. 

Q In other words, they learned under a master barber. this is how they learned. 
Now, when you got into yOllr own barbershop, did things start looking better 
for you? 

A A little bit at a time. 
-

Q Little bit at a time. 'Vlere you married then? 

A I got married in 1909. I come 1905, got married in 1909. 

Q Uh huh. But in 1906 you had. your own shop? 

A Yeah. 

Q Now, could you tell me some of the things that happened to you or happened 
to the Italians between 1906 and 1909? Now, you say you got married in 
1909, right? 

A Yeah. 

Q O.K. What things were happening during those three years? Does anything 
stand out in your mind? 

Hell I think I was working in the barbershop, that's all. I worked for a 
tailor two weeks and I didn't even get a pay--at 5th and French, that's it, 
that's where I worked. 
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Q You worked for a tailor for two weeks and you didn't get paid for it. 
All right 

A They were Italian people, too. 

B Excuse me. Before you got into your barbershop, you worked in the bowling 
alley, too, and on the railroad tracks. 

A I went to the bowling alley after the [inaudibleJ, I went to work for the 
bowling alley. 

Q What kind of work did you do in the bowling alley? Setting up pins? 

A . Pins. $2.50 a week. 

Q $2.50 a week. 

A From 12:00 to about 2:00 in the morning. $2.50 a week. 

Q Now, what was your relationship with other people like? Now, when I say . • . 

B Did you get along with the people? 

A I get along with everybody. 

Q O.K., now, what sort of things did you do when you weren't working? Now, 
you were a young man, all your friends, I assume, were young men . • • 

A Go to moving pictures for a nickel. 

Q You went to the movie for a nickel. 

A Go to the theater for 20¢. 

Q What was this, like vaudeville? 

A It was Docstadters [sPJ, it was at Delaware Avenue 

Q Docstadters. 

A Docstadters, it was on 10th Street and--lOth and Tatnall. 

Q lOth and Tatnall. Docstadters. 

A Had a fire. 

Q That place caught fire, yeah. 

A And I went to the Lyceum Theater, went to the Opera House. 

Q The Opera House was where the Grand is today, right? 

A Yeah, yeah. Docstadters is still there, too. But it's a store, I don't 
know how they finish it. 
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Q At 10th and Tatnall, huh? 

A No, that t s 10th and r>1arket. 

B That's where it was. 

Q Oh, Docstadters was at 10th and Market. 

II 10th and Narket. Docstadters, the Opera House, 10th and Narket, between 
9th and 10th. 

Q What, Docstadters was? 

A Between 8th and 9th, I mean, that's it. Between 8th and 9th, still there. 
They got all the pictures in one place, now. 

B Hefs talking about the Grand, I think. 

Q The Grand . That was the Opera. House, now, the Grand was, you know? 0 • K. , 
now, when you came to this country, did you use to go to church? 

II All the time. 

Q Now, where did you go to church? 

II St. Peter. 

Q Now, tell me something. Now, you got here in 1905, right? 

II Yeah. 

Q How did they treat you at church? 

A They treat you all right--as long as you put the penny in the ba~~et. 

Q Could you go to any Mass you wanted to go to? 

II Oh, yeah. 

Q Could you really? 

II Oh, yeah. 

Q Did they ever ask any Italians to leave any Mass there? 

.!:>' No, nobody asked anything. You wanted to go, you could go. [Tape stops, sta...~sJ 

B Put your hand away from your mouth so he can understand you. 

Q That's O.K. I want to ask you one more time, now, about this business of 
going to church. Could you go to any Mass that you wanted to on SundaY? 

II Only 9:00. 
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Q Only the 9 :00, that was the Italian Mass, the 9: 00 Mass. 

A During the week, you could come any time to Mass. 

Q During the week you could go any time, but on Sundays the Italian could 
only go to the 9:00 thss. 

A That' s right. 

Q Now, why was this? Why is it that you couldn't go to any other Mass? 

A Through the week, but not on Sunday. 

A But not on Sunday. Well, what did they have, the Masses on Sunday were for 
the American parishioners and the Italian-American could only go to the 
9:00 Mass, is that right? 

A Yeah. 

Q Did they allow you to go to any other Mass? 

A Not on Sunday. 

Q Suppose you did go to another Mass. 

A They'd make you get out. 

Q They asked you to leave church. 

A They say, "This 11ass is for the American people. II 

Q That's it, and they wouldn't let you stay. 

A But during the week you could go every day. 

Q Right. Through the Mass you could go to any ¥ass but on Sundays you could 
o~~y go to the 9:00 ~~ss. Did this same thing apply to holy days? 

A Holy days, too. 

Q Holy days you could only go to 9: 00 Mass. 

A Yeah, we all go on the holy day. 

Q Yes. Then you'd only go to 9:00 ~~ss, right? All right, now, when you 
got married, did you get married in church? 

A Sure. 

Q Did you get married in St. Peter's? 

A No, Elkton, Maryland. 

Q In Elkton? 
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A Ny wife was from F.J.kton, t1aryland. 

Q You wife was from Elkton. 

A And I got married in a Catholic church there. 

Q Yes, you got married in the Catholic church down there. Well, how was the 
Catholic--were there many Italians who lived in Elkton in those days? 

A No, not too many Italian. There was a lot of American people going to 
church over there. 

Q I see. 

A Go any time. 

Q Did they treat--they didn't treat the Italians the same in Elkton as they 
did in Wilmington, did they? Italians could go to any }ass. 

A Any time. Any Nass, you know. 

Q All right, now, after you were married, did you still live in Hilmlngton? 

A When I got married in Elkton, October the 4th I bring my wife over here to 
VTHmington--same day I got married. That's all. 

Q Hell, that's it, and you lived in lUlmington. 

A In vlilmington. 

Q l~here in \-Jilmington did you live? 

A 621 Hest Front Street. I had a barbershop over there, too. 

Q I see, you had the barb.ershop and your . • . 

A He live upstairs. 

Q Oh, you lived upstairs. 

A Me and my wife. 

Q Did you rent this building or did you own it? 

A Rent it. 

Q You rented it. How long did you stay in that building? 

A I was over there in 1906 'til 1918. 

Q From 1906 to 1918. 

A '18. A nd I move }'ourth and Y,adi son 1fi th the barbershop. 
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Q I see. Now, during that period from 1906 to 1918, that's a twelve-year 
period, and during that period of time there were some great changes 
that occurred. Probably the biggest change and the event which probably 
had the greatest impact on not only the Italian community but the world 
at that time, was the First \iorld Har. In 1914 the First \lorld \.far 
started in Europe. 

A Yeah, I remember. 

Q Now, how did that affect you and your other Italian friends? Because 
Italy went into the war in 1914. 

A Yeah. 24th day of May. 

Q The 4th of May--24th of lifa.y. 

A 15.-

Q And Italy went into the war. What happenened? Did many of the Italians 
go back to Italy to join the army? 

A A lot went back to go in the army. 

Q You didn't go back. 

A No. 

Q O.K. Well, how did you feel about the whole thing? How did you feel about 
the war, about going back to fight and so on? 

A \olell, they--in a way, they really was all together l-Tith the United States, 
Italy, you know, First World War. 'rhey was all together with the United 
States. 

Q Right, the United States and Italy were on the same side. 

A France, England, America--America start in 1917. 

Q Yes, well the United States didntt go into it until 1917. 

A Italy started in 1915. [Inaudible]. 
War. 

• June the lOth, 1914, First World 

Q Yes. Now, Italy got into the war when, in 1915 you say? 

A 1915, May the 24th. 

Q May the 24th, O.K. Now, there are a lot of your Italian friends, r'm sure, 
that went back to Italy to go in the war. 

A A lot went back to serve in the army, yeah. 

Q O.K. How were conditions here after the United States got into the war? 
Now we know that before the war started, Italians were treated pretty badly 
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in this country, there's no denying that. Italians were not treated the 
same as other people were. 

A Yeah, they march out of here, Market Street, when they leaving for the war, 
you know, Italians, American, Polish, everyone. They all was down at Market 
Street all the time, they seemed like a parade, band and everything. 

Q This lias when the boys joined the Ar~ and marched • 

A •.• gonna leave from here, yeah. 

Q They would just march, What, up rarket Street? Where would they march? 

A Yeah. A lot of Italians go in the Army at that time. 

Q Well, there were a lot of Italians. 

A It was in this couri.try--same time it vras in this country, it was over in 
Italy, too, you know. 

Q Yes. O.K., now. Vie know that before \'lor1d War I, the situation, the 
conditions of the Italians were very poor. They were very poor. I mean. 
there's· ••• 

A Well, after the war, it started to come up. 

Q After the war, the Italians started to improve themselves tremendously. 

A Yeah, everybody. 

Q Everybody was. Now, did you--insofar as you yourself are concerned, what 
did you notice about the way you were treated by other people who were not 
Italians? 

A Well, you're afraid to talk. You want to try to no start a fight, you 
knmr. 

Q In other words, all you wanted to do was just mind your own business, and 
earn a living, is that it? 

A That's it. 

Q But did you ever have any friends who Here not Italians? 

A After I got the barbershop I had a lot of friends, American friends, 
Germany, Spanish, French, any kind of people. 

Q In other words, in your barbershop, you used to get all kinds of people, 
is that it? 

A Oh, yeah. 

Q And they Heren't just Italians, but they were Irish, French, Polish ••. 
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A Oh, yeah, oh, yeah ... American, Polish--more Polish than anything else. 

Q You had more Polish eus-tomers than anything else. 

A Yeah. French, maybe a few, Germany, maybe a few, but Polish I have plenty 
customers who were Polish people. 

Q Were there a lot of Polish people who lived down on Front Street around 
that time? 

A They lived around here, right here, all Polish people in here. 

Q And they used to come down on Front Street • • • 

A But there was no barbershop there on [inaudible] Avenue. I had my shop 
right out front of Hadison Avenue when you come out from tllCIXYland Avenue, 
you going to ~~ket Street, you know? 

Q Right, I know where that is. And they used to come right down there .•• 

A Yeah, that was the only barbershop that was there, near. 

Q All right, now, in 1918 you moved, right? Did you move before the war 
ended or right after the war ended? 

A The war was going on ifhen I moved there. 

Q The war tfaS still going on 'Hhen you moved. 

A When I moved to Fourth and Nadison. 

Q Um hmm. NOif, I imagine when you moved, what did you do, haul all your 
chairs and everything out with a horse and Hagon? 

A \'lith a horse and wagon. No bus, no truck, I mean, just a horse and a 
wagon. 

Q All right, now, why did you move? 

A Hhen I move? 

Q Why? 

A I bought a house at Fourth and ~~dison. 

Q Dh, you bought a house there. Dh, I see. 

A And I moved. 

Q So you bought a house on Fourth Street, Fourth and Madison? 

A Next to the corner. 
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Q .Next to the corner. So you moved your whole business up there? 

A Barbershop, family, everything. 

Q Right. Now, when you moved up there, what was it like? vi hat was that 
neighborhood like when you moved there? 

A Fine. 

Q Were there a lot of Italians there? 

A A lot of business people. 

Q Were there many Italians there? 

A Very few Italian. 

Q .Very few. Now, when you were in that area, what church did you go to? 
Did you still go to St. Peter's? 

A St. Peter's. I belonged to st. Peter's. 

Q O.K. Now, this was in 1918. Did you still have to go to the 9:00 Mass 
in 19l8? 

A Oh, yes. 

Q All right, you still couldn't go to any ~ASS you wanted to? 

A But Father Daugherty [sp?] died and I think you could go to any Mass, nobody 
say anything anymore. 

Q I see. All right, now, did you ever belong to any organizations such as 
the Eagles? 

A Eaglefi t Christopher Columbus . . .. 
Q Now, I'm talking about in 1918. 

A Yeah, Eagles, Christopher Columbus, 3rd and Walnut • • 

Q At 3rd and \olalnut, right. That was the Christopher Columbus Lodge of 
the Sons of Italy, right? 

A It was Sons of Italy--Sons of Italy over here, First Street. It was at 
3rd and Walnut. 

Q And that was the Christopher Columbus Lodge. 

A And then they put this lodge in Sons of the Colombo, you know what I 
mean? [Italian - sounds like "Fille de Italian J. 

Q Sons of Italy. And O.K., this was Sons of Columbus here? 

A Sons of Colombo, Fille de Italia--no, not Fille de Italia . . . 
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Q Fille de Colombo. 

A Fille de Colombo, yeah. 

Q O.K., so you belonged to the Sons ..• 

A Principe de Napoli • • . 

Q The Prince of Naples Lodge? 

A It t S in fTilmington, yeah. Principe de Napoli, yeah. 

Q Did you belong to the Eagles or anything like that? 

A Eagles, yeah. 1912,· I quit in 1954, '55. 

Q I see. So in 1912 you joined the Eagles? 

A Yeah. 

Q Did you belong to any other clubs? 

A That's all, just the lodge. 

Q O.K., just the lodge. Now, what were they, beneficial lodges? 

A Oh, yeah. 

Q They were all beneficial lodges. Did you ever belong to any political 
parties? 

A No. 

Q Never belonged to any political parties at all. 

A No, no, no, no. No political party. There was no politics, no [inaudible] 
••• nothing. 

Q I see. O.K. Now, after World War I ended, how did this affect you? Did 
it affect your business at all? Did business get better after the war? 

A Oh, yeah, it started better, yeah. Roger started school to learn to barber, 
learned to haircut but no shaving. 

Q No shaving, yeah. tiell, this is what has happened here. All right, now,in 
192), St. Anthony's parish was started. 

A Well, the church they finish in 1925. 

Q All right, but it was started around 192), right? 

A DiSabatino. 

Q Do you remember Father Tucker? 
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A Oh. malna mla. yeah. 

Q What kind of an effect would you say Father Tucker had on the Italian com­
munity in \Ulmington? 

A I think that we respect him better than the Pope. 

Q You respected him more than the Pope. huh? 

A Better than the Pope to a lot of people. 

Q All right, now, Father Tucker came and founded an Italian parish, didn't 
he? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Yeah he's the one that started--I was at Salesianum [sp?], me and my son 
and Lsounds like "Pasquale del Campo"J--taking me to go there--8th Street 
and 

8th and West. 

8th and West, and DiSabatino and one of the sons, we went to Father Tucker's 
place over there--Salesianum, 8th Street. you know. 

O.K. Father Tucker taught school at Salesianum School at 8th and West 
and he called who--DiSabatino and one of his sons, Pasquale del Campo tsp]? 

He expected me over there,.too. 

You went with Pasquale del Campo? 

[Inaudible] •.•• We was good friends. We go to New York, [inaudible], 
every place. He meet with me every Sunday morning, go down and get coffee, 
2nd and Hadison. 

Q I see. You all met with Father Tucker at Salesianum ••• 

A You know why? 

Q \~hy? 

A It was what you call [inaudible - Italian] in Washington, he come in, too. 

Q The Apostolic Delegate from Washington came, and he met with you, too? 

A Yes, and then him and Father Tucker, after it was allover, he come out 
with the uniform of the cardinal, you know. And he walk in and Father 
Tucker [inaudi bl e ] • • • yeah, I was over there. And then St. Anthony 
was finished in 1925. Everybody was making money [inaudible] .•• they 
pay, what they order for the church, they pay for it--my share, you know. 

Q I see. Hell, what did Father Tucker want to talk to you about when they 
got you all together at Salesianum School? 

A He don't want to talk to me, he want to talk to Del Campo. 

Q \.fhat did he want to talk to Del Campo about? 
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A He talk about the church, they build a new church. 

Q Well, what did he want to do, plan a campaign to get money to build a 
church? 

A Yeah, to build the church. 

Q O.K., how did they get money to build the church? Getting donations? 

A Donations •.• who got more money--even American people put the money, too. 

Q In other words, you got donations from everybody to build the church. 

A Yeah, I offered $200.00--1 pay 6th and Market, bank. 

Q In other words, that was where you went and deposited the money, at the 
bank at 6th and Narket. 

A No, I get paid 6th and f>iarket--I was belong to National Bank at 5th and 
Market, 6th and Varket where the church [inaudible] ••• everybody took 
their money to pay. 

Q In other words . • • 

C [2nd unidentified female] _Pledges t~ey made, they paid on them. 

Q Oh, they made pledges and paid on the pledges down at the bank at 6th and 
f1arket. All right, fine. Now, when St. Anthony's Church was built, did 
you start going to St. Anthony's instead of St. Peter's? 

A Oh, yeah. I went all the time, ever since [inaUdible], I was going to 
St. Peter. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Oh, you went to St. Peter's., still. 

St. Anthon;y;'s summertime, in other time was far away from 4th and l'Iadison, 
[inaudibleJ ••• 6th and West. 

O.K. When st. Anthony's started, did you join the Holy Name at St. 
Anthony's, or any of these other organizations? 

No. 

Q You didn't? O.K. 

A I was belong to Knights of Columbus. 

Q You belonged to Knights of Columbus? 

A 8th Street. 

Q Now, in the Knights of Columbus that you belonged to, were they mostly all 
Italians? 
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A No, no--all kind, any nationality. 

Q Any nationaJ.i ty, there i-ras no discrimination at all. 

A Lot of Irish. 

Q And they accepted--the Irish accepted you in this organization, is that it? 

A Yeah. 

Q Uh huh. All right, now, in the early '20s, Prohibition came in. 

A 1918. 

Q Is that when it started, 1918? O.K. 

A Wilson put the Prohibition, President Wilson. 

Q \<1 ell , what effect did that have on the community in general? 

A It was no good, I think, Prohibition. 

Q It was no good. 

A It raised a lot of gang, a lot of people get killed. A lot of people get 
arrested. 

Q In Wilmington here? 

A In all the country, allover the country. 

Q Well, how about Wilmington right here? 

A Oh, here too, yeah. 

Q Was there a lot of bootlegging around here? 

A Yeah, had bootleggers. 

Q Did you ever see anybody that--did they have these gunfights like in 
Chicago or anything here? 

A No, I don't see nobody. 

Q vlell, it was pretty calm here. is that it? 

A Sometimes I heard somebody stabbed with a knife, somebody killed, some­
thing like that. I don't know the name or anything like that, but 
nobody I see with a gun. 

Q All right. NOli, in 192) rtlUsso1ini started to rise to power, he came into 
power. How did that affect the Italians here in Wilmington? 

A l1usso1ini? 
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Q Yeah. What did the It,alians in Wilmington think about Mussolini when he 
came to power? 

A They think that it was same thing like another Jesus. 

Q They thought that he was a good man. 

A Yeah, yeah. 

Q They thought that he was a really good man, he was gonna do great things 
for Italy, is that it? 

A Yeah, yeah. 

Q Tell me, were there any organizations that were formed in this country 
to support Mussolini and to publicize him here? 

~ Nobody supported Mussolini. 

Q Over here? 

P Nobody supported Mussolini. 

Q The Italians, you say they didn't--well, 

A You mean sending money, you mean? 

Q Sending money and . 

A No, no, no, no, no. Nobody send money to Mussolini. 

Q Did you ever hear of this organization called the Fascist League of North 
America? 

A Fascista's the party of Mussolini. 

Q Right, that's his party. Did you ever know anybody who belonged to that 
here? 

A No. 

Q I see, Did you ever know of the organization in this country? 

A Yeah. 

Q You knew the organization. 

A There was in i>Iilmington about five, six, seven in Wilmington. But when the 
war started, he was against America, [inaudible], you know? And they make 
the ones no citizens, they take a receipt 'til they get news from Italy, 
you know? On television. 

Q On a radio, you mean on a short-wave radio. 
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A Radio, television, too. 

C No, no televsion. 

Q There was no television then. 

A No? Only radio. 

Q You had to pull the short-wave out of the radio, that's what they had to do. 
They weren't allowed to have short-wave. If they were not Citizens, you 
could not have short-wave in the house. I thin.Yc that's what it was. Do you 
ever remember them having any rallies or anything in Sons of Columbus Lodge. 
the Fascists? Do you ever remember any rallies there? 

A I don't know. I'd better not answer anything like that. 

Q Do you remember when people gave their gold rings in the Sons of Columbus 
Lodge here to send to Mussolinl to fight the Ethiopian war? 

A I don't remember that. 

Q You don't remember that? There were a lot of people who did this. The 
women gave their diamond rings, their engagement rings, their wedding rings, 
and the men gave their gold wedding rings, and they all got the iron ring . 
from them, just a plain iron ring that rusted the first time they got damp, 
you know. 

II The Second World War there . were [sounds like "52"J countries against Italy. 

Q Yeah, well, there were quite a few of them, there's no doubt about that. I 
was just wondering if you remembered any of this. You see, this was something 
to indicate support fo~ ~russolini and for Italy • • • 

A No i no, I don't know no body--1 know me, 1 did nothing. And I heard. no body 
say, "1 .send money to Mussolini," I never he~'I"Cl nothing. 

Q Well. they weren't private contributions, they were just rallies where they 
would ~~e up collections and stuff, this was the sort of thing it was. 

A No. 

Q O.K. Do you remember when Franklin Delano Roosevelt was elected? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Now, he was elected in the middle of the Great Depression. 

A Was a Depression in 1929, it [inaudible] ••• 

Q Right. It just sank, right, the bottom fell out of the stock market. 
Do you remember What the Depression was like? 

A 1 was poor. 
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Q I guess everybody was. How d.id this affect your business? Did it really 
hurt your business? 

A Yeah, hurts everybody. 

Q Right. I mean, nobody could pay for haircuts. 

A The Second World War, when Roosevelt was President, they started going up. 
you know. I made good money. 

Q Right. In other words, people started to come out of this,Depression with 
the start of World War II. What did you think of Franklin Delano Roosevelt? 

A He was fine, nice man. 

Q Do you think he was a good President? 

A Yeah. 

Q Do you think he was good for the country and everything? 

A Yes. 

Q Uh huh. \.Jhat effect would you say that World War II had on you and on the 
Italian community? What effect do you think that as a result of World "lar 
II, the Italians bettered thenselves? 

A It getting better and better and better all the time. 

Q During World \lIar II, did anybody ever blame you, almost, for the fact that 
we were at war with Italy? 

A Well,they make remarks, yeah, they make remarks. 

Q They made some remarks to you? 

A Fellows would 
somebody come 
was citizen. 
slaves. They 

talk to you 9n the str~et, two or three of 'em together, 
in and they. "Get out," • • • they can' t talk to me because I 
Especially the people that was not citizen, same like the 
can't stand all together, can't talk on the street. 

Q Oh really, this was during World War II. 

A Yeah. And there was Colum~~s Day, I remember that, Columbus Day, 12th 
October, [inaudible - sounds like "George Pecora"], the New Yorker, Roosevelt 
was the President,You know--him and Pecora make these people be free, but 
they got to go get the citizen's P0pers, you know? The ones who was no 
citizens, make 'em free. 

Q Well, they picked. up a lot of people who were not citizens at the beginning 
of v!orld "Jar II and put 'em in concentration camps, right? 

A Yeah. 
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Q Italian people, yeah. And this 1s what they did, they freed them all, is 
that it? 

A Freed them all, that's right. 

Q All right, now, you came to this country in 1905. You've been in this 
country now 63 years. What would you conSider, if you would think about 
it, what would you consider to be the greatest change that you've noticed 
since you've been here? In all those years, where would you say was the 
biggest change? [Repeats in Italian] 

A In America? Second World War. 

Q You would say that the Second World War caused the greatest changes in this 
country. 

A Yeah, that's it. Roosevelt he fix it right, too. 

Q And Roosevelt himself and vlorld War II. 

A Roosevelt, he was in favor of the people gonna make a union, you know? 

Q Yes, he was in favor of people forming unions. 

A Yeah, because they get in a union all together, you know, when they don't 
ea.~ much, they're not gonna work, you know what I mean? 

Q In other words, he gave the working man pride in himself, encouraged him 
to form unions, is that it? Right, for strength, for mutual strength. O.K. 
Have you ever wanted to go back to Italy? 

A I went back there--I no want to go back no more. 

Q What I mean is, have you ever wanted to leave the United States and go back 
to Italy to live? 

A No, no, no, no, no. 

Q Never. You just wanted to go back for a visit. 

A Just one [inaudible]. Some friend of mine, he just died--Davalos [sp?], a 
cousin, Tony Davalos--he got a mother still living, 97 years old. He told 
me last October--September, October--he said, "Next summer, if my mother's 
still living, we take a trip in Italy and I want to go see my mother." I 
says, "O.K., I come. II When the time come in March, start to make the paper 
to go in the old country, he tell me, he say, "I can't come because my 
daughter get married." I went in Italy and stayed three months, me. \~hen 
I come back, his daughter's still single. I went away ~~d she got married 
after I come back from Italy, and he no went because his daughter get mar­
ried. On account of him, I went to Italy, and I stayed three months. 

Q O.K. Have you ever regretted coming to the United States? 

A Huh? 
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Q Have you ever regretted--were you ever sorry that you came to this country? 

A No, no. I was very happy. 

Q You were very happy about it. Now, do you know how people talk about the 
good old days? 

A Yeah. 

Q Have you ever wanted to go back to the good old days? 

A No, no. 

Q No. Do you think the good. old days were very good? 

A Oh, yeah. 

Q I was talking to a man the other day, and he said to me, '~e only thing that 
was good about the good old days was the fact that I was a young man. It Do 
you feel the same way about the good old days? 

A [Inaudible] ••• this is my country, I like this country. 

Q I mean in this country, right here. 

A Yeah, I like this country better than over there. 

Q Yes, I know that. But do you like the way you live today better than the 
way you lived when you first came here? 

A Oh, yeah. 

Q In other words, you wouldn't want to go back to what it was like before? 

A No, no, I hope not. 

Q In other words, you don' t think the ~good old days were very good? 

A No. 

Q O.K. Do you have anything else you'd like to add to this? Is there any­
thing else you'd like to tell me? 

A What else you want me to tell you? 

Q Oh no, I just thought maybe you had something else that you wanted to add to 
what we've already discussed, 

A Well, my father was a barber but I didn't have much for it--sometime I eat 
a pi~ce of meat about four or five times a year. 

Q That was in Italy? 
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In Ita.ly. 

Well, I know in Italy there were a lot of people who were born over there 
and they lived their life and they died. never tasted meat. Never could 
taste it. 

[END OF INTERVIE\-l ] 
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