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Yilmington, Delaware, on February 17, 1

O

iterview with Mr, Antonio Ciconte, Ital immigre

tiow, lr. Ciconte,
Yes,

0.X., fine. I would like to do the interview

by Francis .J.

understand the English no much, [inaudibl

nt, 1524 Sycamore Street,
Flexrro.

you have nc difficulty in understanding English, correct?

el . . ..

in English teczuse most of

the people who'll be using the tape probably won't understand Ttalian.

T understand Ttalian, [reneats self in Itelian
think of how to say something in English, you
say it in FEnglish and you can say, "Yes, that'
don't mean that.” [Asks if he understands in

Yes
[Speaks Ttalian, apparently repeating what he
[Answers in Ttali an1

Italian]

[Says something else in

Ciconte?

£11 right.

. Calabria, region of Catanzaro.

this is in Calabris, right?

alabria, province of Calatria.
0.X., there are three provinces of Calabri
atanzaro, Coszenza, [inaudible

Reggio 1s right in the toe, right?

i, so that if you can't

say it in Italian, then I'l1l
s vhat I said,"” or I
Ttalian. |

"y

5O,

has just sz2id above.]

Vhere were you torn, Kr.

Reggio is in the end of It aly

At the very end of the tos.

Across the Strait of Messina, Sicily.

Across the Straits of less sina, right across from Sicily, and Reggio is
right in the toe. And Catanzaro is right next to it.

¥ext to--and Cosenza, which you know [inauﬁible} . « . Hapoli,

In other words, Cosenza is closer to liapies, right?

Cosenza, yeah.

Right. So you had Reggio, Catanzero, and then the last one 1s what?
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Cosenza.

Cosenza, right. OC.E.

That's Reggio, Catanzaro, Cosenza . . .

And you came from . . .

Gerocarne [sp] ~- I mesn Catanzaro.

Catanzaro, right. MNow, what year were you born?
188kL.

In 1884, YNow, when you were a young toy, a little boy, in Italy, what did
you do every day? UVhat did you use to do, what kind of work?

Then I started to be working?

Vell, let's say when--say before you tecame six years old. Did you ever do
any kind of work?

Ohn,

W

six~-year-old can't do nothing.
There's not too much, but could you ever work on a farm?

Ho, no farm for me. I was--my father was a tarbter and my grandfather was a
barter.

I see., BSo everytody in your family were barbers.
Yes, And shoemaker and tailox,
You had shoemakers, tailors, and barbers.

iell, T go t an uncle tailor and one a shoemaker. ¥y grandfather--he was 104
y ars o0ld, he was born 1805, died 1909.

Your grandfather was 104 vears old.
Yeah, and he worked 'til the last day.
nd he worked *til the last day.

Tast day. VYhen he died, T was in this country. T got married
died in 1909,

{=te

n 1909 y he

I see. then you were z little boy, were you lezrning hew to te a barber in
your fether's shop?

Yhen T was 10 years old, T started studying with my father, I learn to
tarter

I see., Did you ever go to school in Italy?
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Yeah,
How o0ld were you whan you started school?

I started about seven or eight. You know, I thought atou:t the school over
there. %Ye go to school when the winter come, wintertime, you know, Septem-
ter, Cctober, Fovember, you know, 'cause we need money, you know. Ue didn't
have much money. e go out and pick olives, you know? Eut it was free,
you know, they'd pick it up every Saturday.

In other words, the ones that fell were free and you'd take those?

Yeah, when they started to pick up all the olives, you can't go in and get
olives, because the owners, they take all the olives. WWell, when they
finish and get all of 'em, then they say clean, anybody clean anything
laft, you kn

Ch, in other words, in the olive harvest sezson, the owner of the olive
trees, he would harvest all the olives, -2nd after he finished, he would
let people come in and take whatever they wanted, whatever dropped on the
ground, vhatever was left in the trees,

.-.4
»

EN

You find it, it's yours.
Rirght, &nd you used .to do this just before

Yeah., 1o shoes in the wintertine.

Yes, Ko shoes in the winter. That was very difficult. C.X., now you
went to school in Ttaly, right? You started wvhen you were bouc seven years

About six, seven years old.
3ix or seven.
But some Italians don't go to school,

But there were times you didn't go.

~ ot

It wasn't forced like they do here. Some of ‘e cle |
not even about 25 or 35% who could read and wiite at that tine.

FJ-

Lot even 257 of the people who could read and wr

&

go to school, how many ycars?

te. low, how long did you

Arout threz or four years, when you go and vhen you no go.
[ v &

In other words, you were enrolled say for abtout three or four years, but
sometimes you'd go and sometimes vou wouldn't go to school,

Yeah, notody forced.

H
e}
Iv3
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A

g
1
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e

you to go to school. You Jjust went if you wanted to. then you
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went to school over thers, did you have to wear a vnifornm to school?
Hio.

How about bocks?T Did the school give you books or did you have to . . .
e, you had to buy.

You had to buy ‘em. Was it a public school?

Public school.

Yeah, it wasn't a church school?

There wasn't no church school around, no.

It was a public school,

There was no church schools in Italy at that time. T don't know if they
got now.

Dut there weren't any then,
They was all public schools.

I see, low, when you finished school, you were abkout ten years old, right?

[42]

TR ] P “—
I went and started wori with ny father.

And you started to work.

I starited--learned the trade with my fother.

Study every day--watch what my father had to worl~-he shaved, haircut.

Hell, at first, what did you do, just stand there and watch your father?

<

Yeah,
Did you ever get the chance to shave anybody, or . . .

T tell you when I staxt. Iy father want a lather man, you know, I lathersd--

0
0
)
3
e
o
e
e
5
e
D

¥y father went outside to talk with sometedy frem znother town, outside the
s lathering thet man, no., I come in, I get the

. I shave from ear to ezr. I 4id a real nice
shave, you know. 2nd after that I started to shave 21l the tine.

I sce, In other words, the first one you did good,
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Yeah, and then ny father come in and take the razor fron zy hands.

L

He took the razor away from you?

)

Yeah, because the guy thought I'd cut hin.

raid you'd cut the customer, huh?

Since that time I got the idea I like shaving, you know. T shave a little
bit at a time and started to work for myself. My father died 1903--falled

down and got killed--and [inaudible] the Tarbershop. And who'd pay me?

ho no pay me., My mother come to me, she szys, "Son, this is no place for

you. Vhy don't you go to America?"

Your mother told you she wanted you to go to America. This was when, 19037

1905~--no0, 1603 my father died.

)

Yes, your father died . . .

In Hovember, cone yezr, two months afier my father died, I started coming
to America, It wes 1°0Y nmy mother told me, said, "This plece is no good

13
for you.
“hat made vour mother t

: - . . JERSO | P N -
2ecauss I worlh and they don't pay me, nohody.

Hotody ever pald vou for cutting thelr hair or shaving them, Did your
mother have any friends in the United States?

)

her come in here in this country. She died in

Oh, then your mother did eventually come here,

And my trother,

How, when your mother sald you should come to the United States, she
a sister here.

Yeah, yeah, she had a sister over here. It was a little--Hew York, you

-y

know, what's the name, 2ronx.

In the Bronx? Um hmm, iell, she used to write to your nmother and told
her it was much better here than in Tialy, is that it7

Ch veah. Yo, it was ny brcther went from here in Italy-~you understand?
He was come in 19173, 1620 he went in Ttalwy.

Yenh, T know, but I'm talking about when you came here. You cazme in 1905,
right?
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Yeah. Tt take ne-~3
2nd day February.

oy January and T reach over here
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You left January 12th . . .

January 12th, I come in here . . . no, it was pretty nesar first of Maxch.
Alwost the first of March when you got here. It took that long.

January the 20--I remember the boat started on fire, too.

Really? Well, before we start talking about the trip across, how did you
leave your 1ittle hore town where you were torn? How did you leave to go
to Naples when you--did you walk, or tzke a <train . . .

Train, we take a train.

Yhere did you get the train?

Hear my hometown

Yhat was the name of the town where you got the train?

Soliano [sp?]. That's atout 15, 20-minutes walk.

From your homestown. £ind sc you walked to the train station and you got the
tra

And there was over there--yent to the horse znd a2 coach., And we went
[sounds 1ike Pisa Calabr 3@7, that's where I had to go to get a train. . . .
take us seven hours to go there.

Ch, in other words, you walked to Soliano znd you got a horse and buggy.

I see. Uh hubh.

And we got three buggy end we got off at Pisa Calabria over there, the
train that goes to ¥adles, you know,

Pise Calbria? And then after having gone there from Soliano in a horse
and buggy, you took the train.

ind there we get the traln, yeah.

=d

ight.  And the train took you to Naples.
Yeah,

i S T )
et to ¥Faples?

oy
g

Do you remember how long it took the train to

}.Jc

T left 8:41 in the evening,
morning

t was about seven or eight o

r words, 1t teolr you about 12 hours,
‘oW once you got to N
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for you?

The boat we had to wait abou* two days to conme. Then when it
company serd o man with 1c coaches~-you know trunlk they take
they corry sultcases and the people. The people was [inaudibl
you knou.

Yegh. Vas this the first time you ever left your hometown?

I left my hone

o, no., All the *time in
That's vhat I'nm saying.

the first tine,

lo, no, 1o, no.

This was the first

a toat was it, was

Ttzlian koat. Teguria
ame of the boa
hoot

Tt uns sunk in the Second

Second Yorld iar, yeah,

towm.

my own town.

You'd never left your hometown befor

And it took you almost & month to cross. From the twelfth of

Twelfth of January, all of Februsry, and then it was about the s
third of HMarch when I reach ?ilminébon.

'hen you reached Wilrington it was the sscond or third of March.
hoat stop anywhere between Vaples and the United States?

The boat? told you, January the 20, the btoat went on fire., It
inaudible - sounds like "Holland, Ingse Holland" l--you know !

In Holland?
Trance?

t
et's se

Unh, 1

B lenRars A
'ﬁi‘O bm’lo &

=%
=

You left ¥aples, Did you

hat

me, the
ke that,
too,

time you ever left your honetown to go to ancther town.

this was
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L?“ﬁuﬂucle] . . o dnerica, e stop at Islz de Taiszl [sp?s, vwe want to fix
our btozt, you know? Gebt thes coal--Isla de aial, it Telong to Inglaond,
“he Island of Falzl, and it helonged, you say, to Ingland.

Tt telonged to Bngland. That was on Januery the 20.

Ch, that was on the 20th
Huh?
That wasn't in the Arzores?

™e Toat you mean?

e
teol care of everyt

. . 5 -
Teah. And there you hing,
N N o rem o £ KR 3
sTout a couple of days, =2fter they fix the Toat
T4 L - s ..
I+ take about three, four days nore.

?
- T, v} 3 L -+ Ty ] Stat
T see., Yow, when it the Unlted Ziaties,
TTomd L ] E \J - ] 3 . © K} v
United States, vhere land, in Boston, et

The boat that come from Ttaly

e Yor
sald in

Tn other woxrds, checked to make surs
zples akout yow vou weren't 3

of January. That wasn't

of Immigrstion, you know the examination

Doctor's examing Y your eyes, examin
nan st the desk th o o ol was mark everyt
that I nean? And thot uas free. Tocolr me in th

}de

n the Azores, was it?

they fix the boat, evervthing.

S s
3 - + A o~
y aZaln W2 come 1o ancerica,

when the toat got Lo the
v York or Philodelphis?

1 N L .
ang Immlgration 1s

ore we

! we had to
An r

thay

RS P B
L av

you told the truth in

sick or anythinzg else.

2 - -1 g -
e everything ard there's a
. - o .
hing and 211 that, you Inou
Ty + [l L2310
e United States, Then as
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boat, they going to iew York. It's in llew York, you
in iew York, you kno

—t
4

fa

Yesh. UYe was over there
Right., %ell, they closed that down now, you know.

Yeah, I know, but you had to go in a boat to go in Mew York, vou know.

g

2ight. 1In other words, you had to take a Terry toat to get to the mainland
from Ellis Island.

Then from the other boat, we took a train--no, wait a minute. ¥e went to
the station there, you know, in New York, and we come to ¥ilmington. WYe |
went to the B&0 station there in Mew York and we get off at the B&C station

over here in Wilmington.

Right. At DuPont Street and Delaware Avenue.

4 lot of snow on the ground.

Tell, T imagirne so. You got here--well, it was HMarch, tut there was a lot

of snow on the ground, huh? How about that,

Had no stockings, I didn't have no underwcar. T have a2 suiicase, T huve a

tag [1 xwuﬂ"‘Wej . There was a cousin of nine come Yefore ne and he

was supposed to know the rood you knew, the streets over here, 'c rent

to Delaware Svenue--vhen 1t vas Washingion Street, thers was 2 nonument

over thers, you know, o statue, 10th and Tashington? 2ind my cousin vhen

ve reach over there, '"Cone on, we got to go this way.” ‘e went tc Front
Street, you know. 10th and ilashington, we walked to Front Sireet,

In other words, from the P20 station you walked dowm to 1Cth and Yashington

and then you turned righ% and walked straight down to Front Strest.

Station [inaudible] . . . you know, tb .

Yhere the B20 station used 16 he? Yezh, T know where that used to be.
Yezh, that's vhere we get off. From down there we welk Delawsre Avenue
straizht to March Street. ‘Then we reach VYashington Streszt, there was a

st atae over there. My cousin remenbered that statue and he know the way,

o back, and we walk over there, to Front 3treet,

Thy d4id you go down to Front Street?
A friend of mine live over there.
Oh, ycu had 2 friend that lived there.

s a friend, Tut T

X
o
[P N
cr
(e

e}
<
(<

h his address, too, vou know. lHe
i
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I see, Now, when you went down to see this friendi, did he glve you roon
and board?

I was [‘Qﬂurw,Le] over nerec, room and tozrd. He stay

ed in a room, too,
hisself. There was a lot--about 15 or 20 pecvle who live

in that house.
I see, un hmn,

And the owmers, they cook for you. You had to tuy the stuff and they cook
for wvou, beans, macaroni, meat--no greens, I never eat no greens like that,
'cause we never buy the green and they cook the green, you know. Ve had
beans and mecaroni or carne and macaroni, that's all.

And *that's what you ate, beans, macaroni, or meat and macaroni and that was
it. Hever ate any vegeta¥les, huh? 0.¥., now., Yhen you first got here,
vhat 4id you do about getting a job when you first landed? IHow this was

in 1005,

, ok as a teaileor or harther.

T was 20 years old when T come over here. [y cousin can't talk Bnglish
and they give hin a2 Jok. 2&ind I went to Pennsylvanie io work for here--you
Inow the elevator--over here, the track, T mean the station? You know

the train that goes on the top of it. Zefors it was dons--that's when they
tu it, vhen I wes hare, T was work thers.

Trom here to go to Hdgemoor, make it high.

e
b

In other words, they started at Hdgemcor, from Edgemoor down to Front
Street, eleV?tv¢6 the . . .

Ho, they come up from the station over here, they go to Bdgemoor, you
Lnow? Thatfs 211,

5

In other words, they elevated that whole track, and you worked on that.

T went to work about six, seven day
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nzudible | people, make cement, you know, for thz wall.
N a1
£ end

3,

wole [ihunﬂlxloq, 3ou know? And then some fric

Hcl

of mine w working over there, toco,

you know., Songe *ibv he peopl not 11 ple was living theve, fer--
he was working [1naugi ! you know vvymaster, they mark it and
see how many pcople ame and everything, you
know? 3Somre pecple, g0 home, they want to work
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over here at pulp mill.

In other w do
wrote down rte
peonle, after they had nane wrltten dov
they'd mo work somevwhere elsa.

They go to the pulp mill.

2t the pulp mill?

Yezh, where they make the paper over here.

Do you remember the name of that pulp nill?
That's the name, pulp mill.

The pulp mill., It's not there anymore, thou

Yhere was this loecated, the pulp mill?

You pass the gas tank, vou knowu,

[

r . s~ I

[Unidentis Vher )

vhen you go do““ Lo “c“wr's?

You go down tc Tommy's, down Maryland Avenue
Faryland Avenue, yeah, vhich is no moxe . .
You know, that gas tank, you could see fron
Yesh. I don't think we have that--from h
thing.

oot of ladison, yeah. See, this is 211 lez
wnich is no nmore--ore you from Wilmington®

Tech, IT'n from Tilnington

SFS

0, you had the paymaster

2 for work., 4And sone
m, would leave

Mext to the Gas House,

zh.

gas tenii--zas . .,

L Aven

d, down the highwesy here, like
here.
you could see the high tlack
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Ch, then you Inow thz2 territory.

e had the place, thet gos tanik there, thay call 1t the pulp nill.

L

You hzd to pass that terl there in order toget to the pulp mill.

e ges tank--can you still see it down there?

[

Yaah, you can see it. You can see it from here.

.

0.¥., it's right down at the foot of Madison Street near the Marine
Terninel, isn't it? Tt wouldn't be too far from it, would it?

-

T nean, after they pass there, they go tothe pulp mill,
That's right--he understands.

And what did thess people do, show up at the end of the week to get
their pay?

Yeah, they get a pay over there, they get a pay over here, You know what
time they [inaudible ~ person "B" is talking at same time] e e e e

Should he te talking like that? See, this 1s teing marked on here ., .

I understand that.

That's perfectly all right. This is interesting. You see, this adds . .
This shows you people had to try to mike a little extra money, I guess.
Yeah. Beg, borrow, or steal. Now, these were Itallans, right?

Yezh, Italians., And I done it myself, The first day, I done it myself.
I went to the pulp mill,

Papa. That's recorded. You didn't do anything . . .

I done it myself--he want me to talk like that, I done it myself. I
went down there to try to get a job, too, like them people.

Oh, that's different.

You know the difference, when I come back that day--I no work down in the
pulp mill, I stay home. [Inaudible] . . » people coming, I went down there.
Maybe somebody called the man and told him I was no working. From the top--
I was all the way down in ditch [inaudible] « « +» « I went down there, they
get mad. [Inaudible] « + « My money. I lost the job. You understand? I
wasn't no how to work--I try to do the same thing as the other people, get
two jobs.

Don‘t tell these things, Papa.

I want to talk--that's what he want.
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T don't want that. You weren't a cheat, I don't go for that.

No, certainly. But this 1s how things were then, it was a little bit dif-
ficult.

He was lgnorant of everything . . .

This 1s 1t exactly. O.X, Well, now, the people you lived with were all
Italian, right? Now, what was the life like in those days? It certainly
wasn't a very easy life.

lost of the life of that people’was pick and shovel,

Most of them worked on construction, pick and shovel,

There was a tallor. There was a shoemaker . . . different-—paiﬁting, some
like that, but they mostly was pick and shovel,

This was what just about everybody did. In other words, the Itallans were
getting the worst jobs,

Yeah. I mean a farmer from Italy, pick and a shovel, that's all he know.
He's no barber, no doctor, no priest or nothing.

Now, you were living down here on Front Street then, right?
Yeah.
Were they mostly all Italians at that time in 19057

Well, Italian, there were no much colored people. Most of the Italians,
Scott Street, Unlon Street.

Teah, that's where most of the Italians lived. How atout MKadison Street,
were there many JTtalians down on that street?

A house here, a house there, in a block maybe they'd have three or four
famlily.

Yeah., Not too many, huh?

No.

Most of the Italians were still up on Scott Street and Lincoln Street and
in that general area. O0.K., now, you of course had to pay for your room
and board. Now, once you finished with this job with the rallroad, what
did you do then? Vhere did you go to work then?

My cousin, he was working in [inaudible], Morocco Shop--he been work before,
too, before he went in Italy.

A1l right, now the Morocco Shop, that was a leather shop, right?

Leather shop, on Front and Monroe.
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At Front and Monroe.

He got a job for me, $5.00 a week. Then I got a raise 25¢ a week--made
$5.25. After I work about five or six months, they raise me a quarter.

Now, how many days a week did you have to work for the $5.00 a week.
Well, I worked Monday to Sunday.
Six days a week. How many hours each day?

Well, we finish, six, seven o'clock--they started work 7:00 in the morning,
6:00, still finishing up.

In other words, you worked maybe twelve hours a day.
Sometimes.
And sometimes more?

No, no more, but that much. Then I got a job on the stretch machine, I make
$10.00 a week.

What was that, staking out the skins, stretching.them out?
Yezh, they stretch, you know what I mean?

0.K. How long did you stay there?

About a year.

Five years?

About one year.

One year. Now, your cousin tried to--well, your cousin got you that job
there, right?

Yeah.

Now, had you learned how to speak English after you were there for a while?
I can't talk English.

Uh huh, did you ever go--now, you were a barber and a tailor, right?

In the old country.

Did you ever go into barbering and tailoring in this country?

I went to work a barber and then buy a barbershop in 1906 ., . .

In 1906 then you went into bartering.
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T tought a barbershop at Front and Madison, had two chair and went to four
chair., And I didn't have enough chalr, I move next door, and I put six
chair in. It was at 621 and I moved 619.

In other words, you had two shops.

One shop. I move one . . .

Oh, you Jjust moved into a bigger place.

Yeah, more roon.

How many barbers did you have working for you?

When I was at 619 . . .

619 Front Street he was.

On Front Street, 619,

619 West Front Street, I have about three barbers and three apprentice toy--
learned the trade.

So you had three barbers and three apprentice toys and you had six chairs.

They no have barber school like now, you know. They want to learn to barber,
they go to a barbershop and learn.

In other words, they learned under a master barter, this is how they learned.
Now, when you got into your own barbershop, did things start looking better
for you? :
£ little bit at a time,

Little bit at a time. Were you married then?

I got married in 1909. I come 1905, got married in 1909.

Uh huh. But in 1906 you had your own shop?

Yezh,

Now, could you tell me some of the things that happened to you or happened
to the Italians between 1906 and 19097 Now, you say you got married in
1909, right?

Yeah,

0.K. What things were happening during those three years? Does anything
stand out in your mind?

Well I think I was working in the barvershop, that's all. I worked for a
tailor two weeks and I didn't even get a pay--at 5th and French, that's it,
that's where I worked.
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You worked for a tailor for two weeks and you didn't get pald for it.

All right . . .

They were Itallan people, too.

Excuse me. Before you got into your barbershop, you worked in the bowling

alley, too, and on the railroad tracks.

I went to the btowling alley after the [inaudible], I went to work for the

bowling alley.

What kind of work did you do in the bowling alley? Setting up pins?

"Pins. $2.50 a week.

$2.50 a week.

Fronm 12:00 to about 2:00 in the morning. $2.50 a week.

Now, what was your relationship with other people 1ike? Now, when I say .

Did you get along with the people?

I get along with everybody.

0.K., now, what sort of things did you do when you weren't working?

Now,

you were a young man, all your friends, I assume, were young men . . .

Go to moving pictures for a nickel.

You went to the movie for a nickel.

Go to the theater for 20¢.

What was this, like vaudeville?

It was Docstadters [sp], it was at Delaware Avenue . . .
Docstadters.

Docstadters, it was on 10th Street and-~10th and Tatnall.
10th and Tatnall. Docstadters.

Had a fire.

That place caught fire, yeah.

And I went to the Lyceum Theater, went to the Opera House.

The Opera House was where the Grand is today, right?

Yeah, yeah. Docstadters is still there, too. But it's a store,

know how they finish it.

I don't
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At 10th and Tatnall, huh?

No, that's 10th and Market.

That's where it was,

Oh, Docstadters was at 10th and Market.

10th and Market. Docstadters, the Opera House, 10th and Market, between
9th and 10th.

What, Docstadters was?

Between 8th and 9th, I mean, that's it. Between 8th and 9th, still there.
They got all the pictures in one place, now. :

He's talking about the Grand, I think.

The Grand. That was the Opera House, now, the Grand was, you know? 0.X.,
now, when you came to this country, did you use to go to church?

A1l the time.

Now, where did you go to church?

St. Peter,

Now, tell me something. Now, you got here in 1905, right?
Yezh,

How did they treat you at church?

They treat you all right--as long as you put the penny in the basket,
Could you go to any Mass you wanted to go to?

Oh, yeah.

Could you really?

Oh, yeah.

Did they ever ask any Italians to leave any Mass there?

No, nobody asked anything. You wanted to go, you could go. [Tape stops, starts]

Put your hand away from your mouth so he can understand you.

That's 0.K. I want to ask you one more time, now, about this btusiness of
going to church. Could you go to any Mass that you wanted to on Sunday?

Only 9:00.
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Only the 9:00, that was the Italian Mass, the 9:00 Mass,
During the week, you could come any time to Mass,

During the week you could go any time, but on Sundays the Italian could
only go to the 9:00 Mass,

That's right.

Now, why was this? Why is it that you couldn’t go to any other Mass?
Through the week, but not on Sunday.

But not on Sunday. Well, what did they have, the Masses on Sunday were for
the American parishioners and the Italian-American could only go to. the
9:00 Mass, is that right?

Yeah.

Did they allow you to go to any other Mass?

Not on Sunday.

Suppose you did go to another Mass.

They'd make you get out.

They asked you to leave church,

They say, "This Mass is for the American people.”

That's it, and they wouldn't let you stay.

But during the week you could go every day.

Right. Through the Mass you could go to any Mass but on Sundays you could
only go to the 9:00 Mass, Did this same thing apply to holy days?

Holy days, too.
Holy days you could only go to 9:00 Mass,
Yeah, we all go on the holy day.

Yes. Then you'd only go to 9:00 Mass, right? All right, now, when you
got married, did you get married in church?

Sure.
Did you get married in St. Peter's?
No, Elkton, Maryland.

In Elkton?
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My wife was from Klkton, Maryland.
You wife was from Elkton.
And I got married in a Catholic church there.

Yes, you got married in the Catholié church down there. VWell, how was the
Catholic--were there many Italians who lived in Elkton in those days?

No, not too many Italian. There was a lot of American people going to
church over there,

I see.
Go any time.

Did they treat--they didn't treat the Italians the same in Elkton as they
did in Wilmington, did they? Italians could go to any Mass.

Any time. Any Mass, you know.
A1l right, now, after you were married, did you still iive in Wilmington?

When I got married in Elkton, October the 4th I bring my wife over here to
Wilmington--same day I got married. That's all.

Well, that's it, and you lived in Wilmington,

In Wilwmington.

Where in Wilmington did you live?

621 West Front Street. I had a barbershop over there, too.
I see, you had the barbershop and your , .

We live upstalrs.

Oh, you lived upstairs.

Me and my wife.

Did you rent this tuilding or did you own it?

Rent it.

You rented it. How long did you stay in that building?
I was over there in 1906 *til 1918.

From 1906 o 1918.

'18. And I move Fourth and Madison with the btarbtershop.
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T see. Now, during that period from 1906 to 1918, that's a twelve-year
period, and during that period of time there were some great changes
that occurred. Probably the biggest change and the event which probably
had the greatest impact on not only the Italian community but the world
at that time, was the First World War. In 1914 the First World War
started in Europe.

Yeah, I remenmber.

Now, how did that affect you and your other Italian friends? Because
Italy went into the war in 1914,

Yeah, 24th day of May.
The bth of May--24th of May.
15.

And Italy went into the war. What happenened? Did many of the Italians
go back to Italy to join the army?

A lot went back to go in the army.
You didn‘t go back.
No.

0.K. VWell, how did you feel about the whole thing? How did you feel abtout
the war, about going back to fight and so on?

Well, they--in a way, they really was all together with the United States,
Italy, you know, First World War. They was all together with the United
States.

Right, the United 3States and Italy were on the same side.

France, England, America--America start in 1917.

Yes, well the United States didn't go into it until 1917.

Italy started in 1915. [Inaudible] . . . June the 10th, 191k, First World
War.

Yes, Now, Italy got into the war when, in 1915 you say?
1915, May the 24th.

May the 24th, 0.K. Now, there are a lot of your Italian friends, I'm sure,
that went back to Italy to go in the war.

A lot went back to serve in the army, yeah.

0.X. How were conditions here after the United States got into the war?
Now we know that before the war started, Italians were treated pretty badly
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in this country, there's no denying that. 1Itallans were not treated the
same as other people were,

Yeah, they march out of here, Market Street, when they leaving for the war,
you know, Itallans, American, Polish, everyone. They all was down at Market
Street all the time, they seemed like a parade, band and everything.
This was when the boys joined the Army and marched . . .

+ . . gonna leave from here, yeah.

They would just march, what, up Market Street? Where would they march?
Yeah, A lot of Ttalians go in the Army at that time.

Well, there were a lot of Italians.

It was in this country-~same time it was in this country, it was over in
Italy, too, you know,

Yes. 0.K., now., VWe know that tefore World War I, the situation, the
conditions of the Italians were very poor. They were very poor. . I mean,
there's . . ,

Well, after the war, it started to come up.

After the war, the Italians started to improve themselves tremendously.
Yeah, everybody.

Everybody was. MNow, did you--insofar as you yourself are concerned, what
did you notice about the way you were treated by other people who were not

Ttalians?

Well, you're afraid to talk. You want to try to no start a fight, you

know.

In other words, all you wanted to do was just mind your own business, and
earn a living, is that it?

That's it,

But did you ever have any friends who were not Italians?

bfter T got the barbershop I had a lot of friends, American friends,
Germany, Spanish, French, any kind of people.

In other words, in your barbershop, you used to get all kinds of people,
is that it?

Oh, yeah.

And they weren®t just Italians, but they were Irish, French, Polish . .
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Oh, yeah, oh, yeah . . . American, Polish-~-more Polish than anything else,
You had more Polish customers than anything else.

Yeah., French, maybe a few, Germany, maybe a few, but Polish I have plenty
customers who were Polish people.

Were there a lot of Polish people who lived down on Front Street around
that time?

They lived around here, right here, all Polish people in here.

And they used to come down on Front Street . . .

But there was no barbershop there on [inaudible] Avenue, I had my Shop
right out front of Madison Avenue when you come out from Maryland Avenue,
you going to Market Street, you know?

Right, I know where that is. And they used to come right down there . . .
Yeah, that was the only barbershop that was there, near.

All right, now, in 1918 you moved, right? Did you move before the war
ended or right after the war ended?

The war was going on when I moved there,
The war was still going on when you moved,
When I moved to Fourth and Madison,

Um hmm. DNow, I imagine when you moved, what did you do, haul all your
chairs and everything out with a horse and wagon?

With a horse and wagon. ©No bus, no truck, I mean, just a horse and a
wagon.

All right, now, why did you move?

When I move?

Why?

I bought a house at Fourth and Madison.

Oh, you bought a house there. Oh, I see.

And I moved.

So you bought a house on Fourth Street, Fourth and Madison?

Next to the corner.
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Next to the corner. So you moved your whole business up there?
Barbershop, famlly, everything.

Right. Now, when you moved up there, what was 1t like? WHhat was that
neighborhood like when you moved there?

Fine,

Wefe there a lot of ITtalians there?
A lot of business people.

Were there many Italians there?

Very few Italian.

Very few. Now, when you were in that area, what church did you go to?

Did you still go to St. Peter's?
St. Peter's. I belonged to St. Peter's.

0.K. Now, this was in 1918, Did you still have to go to the 9:00 Mass
in 19187

Oh, yes.
A1l right, you still couldn't go to any Mass you wanted to?

But Father Daugherty [sp?] died and I think you could go to any Mass, nobody
say anything anymore,

I see. All right, now, did you ever belong 1o any organizations such as
the Eagles?

Eagles, Christopher Columbus . ...
Now, I'm talking about in 1918.
Yeah, Eagles, Christopher Columbus, 3rd and Walnut . . .

At 3rd and Walnut, right. That wasthe Christopher Columbus Lodge of
the Sons of Italy, right? :

It was Sons of Italy~-Sons of Italy over here, First Street. It was at
3rd and Walnut.

And that was the Christopher Columbus Lodge.

And then they put this lodge in Sons of the Colombto, you know what I
mean? [Italian - sounds like "Fille de Italia™|.

Sons of Italy. And 0.K., this was Sons of Columbus here?

Sons of Colombo, Fille de Italia--no, not ¥Fille de Italia . .
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Fille de Colombo.

Fille de Colombo, yezh,

0.X., so you belonged to the Sons . . .

Principe de Napoli . .

The Prince of Naples Lodge?

It's in Wilmington, yeah. Principe de Napoli, yeah.
Did you belong to the Eagles or anything like that?
Eagles, yeah. 1912, I quit in 195&, ‘55,

I see. So in 1912 you jolned the Eagles?

Yeah,

Did you telong to any other clubs?

That's all, Jjust the lodge.

0.X., just the lodge. DNow, what were they, beneficial lodges?
Oh, yeah,

They were all beneficial lodges. Did you ever belong to any political
parties?

No.
Never belonged to any political parties at all.

No, no, no, no, No political party. There was no politics, no [inaudible]
. « . nothing.

I see. O.K. Now, after World War I ended, how did this affect you? Did
it affect your business at all? Did business get better after the war?

Oh, yeah, it started better, yeah. Roger started school to learn to barber,
learned to haircut but no shaving.

No shaving, yeah. Well, this is what has happened here, All right, now, in
1923, St. Anthony's parish was started.

Well, the church they finish in 1925,
A1l right, but it was started around 1923, right?
DiSabatino.

Do you remember Father Tucker?
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Oh, mama mia, yeah.

What kind of an effect would you say Father Tucker had on the Italian com-
munity in Wilmington?

I think that we respect him better than the Pope.
You respected him more than the Pope, huh?
Better than the Pope to a lot of people.

A1l right, now, Father Tucker came and founded an Italian parish, didn't
he?

Yeah, he's the one that started-~I wasat Salesianum [sp?], nme and my son
and |sounds like "Pasqualedel Campo"]——taking me to go there--8th Street
and . . .

8th and West,

8th and West, and DiSatatino and one of the sons, we went to Father Tucker's
place over there--Salesianum, 8th Street, you know.

0.K. TFather Tucker taught school at Salesianum School at 8th and West

.and he called who*-DiSabatino and one of his sons, Pasquale del Campo tsp]?

He expected me over there,.too.

You went with Pasquale del Campo?

[Inaudible] . . . . We was good friends. We go to New York, [inaudible],
every place. He meet with me every Sunday morning, go down and get coffee,
2nd and Madison.

I see. You all met with Father Tucker at Salesianum . . .

You know why?

Why?

It was what you call [inaudible - Italian] in Washington, he come in, too.
The Apostolic Delegate from Washington came, and he met with you, too?
Yes, and then him and Father Tucker, after it was all over, he come out
with the uniform of the cardinal, you know, And he walk in and Father
Tucker [inaudible ] . . . yeah, I was over there. And then St. Anthony
vas finished in 1925. Everybody was making money [inaudible] . « » they
pay, what they orxrder for the church, they pay for it--my share, you know.

I see. Well, what did Father Tucker want to talk to you about when they
got you all together at Salesianum School?

He don't want to talk to me, he want to talk to Del Campo.

What did he want to talk to Del Campo about?
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He talk about the church, they build a new church.

Well, what did he want to do, plan a campaign to get money to build a
church?

Yeah, to bulld the church.

0.X., how did they get money to build the church? Getting donations?
Donations . . . who got more money--even American people put the money, too.
In other words, you got donations from everybody to build the church.

Yeah, I offered $200.00--I pay 6th and Market, bank.

In other words, that ﬁas where you went and deposited the money, at the
bank at 6th and Market. .

No, T get paid 6th and Market--I was belong to National Bank at 5th and
Market, 6th and Market where the church [inaudible] « « . everybody took
their money to pay.

In other words . . .

[2nd unidentified female | .Pledges they made, they paid on then.

Oh, they made pledges and paid on the pledges down at the bank at 6th and
Market. All right, fine. Now, when St. Anthony's Church was built, did
you start going to St. Anthony's instead of St. Peter's?

Oh, yeah, I went all the time, ever since [inaudible], I was going to
St. Peter.

Oh, you went to St. Peter's, still.

St. Anthony's summertime, in other time was far away from 4th and Madison,
[inaudibleﬁ . + . 6th and West.

0.X. When St. Anthony's started, did you join the Holy Name at St.
Anthony's, or any of these other organizations?

No.

You didn't? O0.K.

I was belong to Knights of Columbus.
You btelonged to Knights of Columbus?
8th Street.

Now, in the Knights of Columbus that you belonged to, were they mostly all
Ttalians?
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No, no--all kind, any nationality.
Any nationality, there was no discrimination at all.

Lot of Irish.

And they accepted--the Irish accepted you in this organization, is that it?

Yeah.

Uh huh., All right, now, in the early '20s, Prohibition came in.
1918, |

Is that when it started, 19187 O.K.

Wilson put the Prohibition, President Wilson.

Well, what effect did that have on the community in general?

It was no good, I think, Prohibition.

It was no good.

It raised a lot of gang, a lot of people get killed, A lot of people get
arrested.

In Wilmington here?

In all the country, all over the country.
Well, how about Wilmington right here?

Oh, here too, yeah.

Was there a lot of bootlegging around here?
Yeah, had bootleggers.

Did you ever see anybody thaf——did they have these gunfights like in
Chicago or anything here?

No, I don't see nobody.

Well, it was pretty calm here, is that it?

Sometimes I heard somebody stabbed with a knife, somebody killed, some-
thing 1ike that. I don't know the name or anything like that, but
nobody I see with a gun.

A1l right. Now, in 1923 Mussolini started to rise to power, he came intc
power. How did that affect the Italians here in Wilmington?

Mussolini?
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Yeah. What did the Ttalians in Wilmington think about Mussolinl when he
came ‘to power?

They think that it was same thing like another Jesus.,
They thought that he was a good man.
Yeah, yezh.

They thought that he was a really good man, he was gonna do great things
for Italy, is that it?

Yeah, yeah.

Tell me, were there any organizations that were formed in this country
to support Mussolini and to publicize him here?

Notody supported Mussolini.

Over here?

Nobody supported Mussolini.

The Italians, you say they didn't--well, .

You mean sending money, you mean?

Sending money and .

No, no, no, no, no. Notody send money to Mussolini.

Did you ever hear of this organization called the Fascist League of North
America?

Fascista's the party of Mussolini.

Right, that's his party. Did you ever know anytody who belonged to that
here? .

No.

I see, Did you ever know of thée organization in this country?

Yeah,

You knew the organization.

There was in Wilmington about five, six, seven in Wilmington. 3But when the
war started, he was against Amerlca, [inaudible], you know? And they make
the ones no citizens, they take a receipt 'til they get news from Italy,

you know? On television,

On a radio, you mean on a shori-wave radio.
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Radio, television, too,

No, no televsion.

There was no television then.

No? Only radio.

You had to pull the short-wave out of the radlo, that's what they had to do.
They weren't allowed to have short-wave. If they were not citizens, you
could not have short-wave in the house. I think that's what it was. Do you
ever remember them having any rallies or anything in Sons of Columbus Lodge,
the Fascists? Do you ever remember any rallies there?

I don't know. I'd better not answer anything like that.

Do you remember when people gave their gold rings in the Sons of Columbus
Lodge here to send to Mussolini to fight the Ethiopian war?

I don't remember that.

You don't remember that? There were a lot of people who did this., The
women gave their diamond rings, thelr engagement rings, their wedding rings,
and the men gave their gold wedding rings, and they all got the iron ring

from them, just a plain iron ring that rusted the first time they got damp,
you know.,

The Second World War there were [sounds like "52"} countries against Italy.
Yeah, well, there were quite a few of them, there's no doubt about that. I
vas just wondering if you remembered any of this., You see, this was something
to indlcate support for Mussolini and for Italy . . .

No, no, I don't know nobody--I know me, I did nothing. And I heard nobody
say, "I send money to Mussolini," I never heard nothing.

Well, they weren't private contributions, they were just rallies where they
would take up collections and stuff, this was the sort of thing it was.

No.

0.K. Do you remember when Franklin Delano Roosevelt was elected?
Yes, sir.

Now, he was elected in the middle of the Great Depression.

Was a Depression in 1929, it [inaudible] o v e

Right. It just sank, right, the bottom fell out of the stock market,
Do you remember what the Depression was like?

I was poor.
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I guess everybody was. How did this affect your business? Did it really
hurt your business?

Yeah, hurts everybody.
Right. I mean, nobody could pay for haircuts,

The Second World War, when Roosevelt was President, they started going up,
you know. I made good money.

Right. In other words, people started to come out of this Depression with
the start of World War II. What did you think of Franklin Delano Roosevelti?

He was fine, nice mgn.

Do you think he was a good President?

Yeah.

Do you think he was good for the country and everything?

Yes,

Uh huh, What effect would you say that World War IT had on you and on the
Italian community? What effect do you think that as a result of World War
1T, the Italians bettered themselves?

It getting better and better and better all the time.

During World War II, did anybody ever blame you, almost, for the fact that
we were at war with Italy?

Well, they make remarks, yeah, they make remarks.
They made some remarks to you?

Fellows would talk to you on the street, two or three of 'em together,
somebody come in and they, "Get out," . . . they can't talk to me because I
was cltizen. Especially the people that was not citizen, same like the
slaves. They can't stand all together, can't talk on the street.

Oh really, this was during World War II.

Yeah. And there was Columtus Day, I remember that, Columbus Day, 12th
Octoter, [inaudible - sounds like "George Pecora" |, the New Yorker, Roosevelt
was the President, you know--him and Pecora make these people be free, but
they got to go get the citizen'®s papers, you know? The ones who was no
citizens, make 'em free,

Well, they picked up a lot of people who were not citlzens at the beginning
of World War IT and put 'em in concentration camps, right?

Yeah.
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Italian people, yeah. And this is what they did, they freed thenm all, is
that 1t?

Freed them all, that's right.

A1l right, now, you came to this country in 1905. You've been in this
country now 63 years. What would you consider, if you would think about
it, what would you consider to be the greatest change that you've noticed
since you've been here? In all those years, where would you say was the
biggest change? [Bepeats in Italian]

In America? Second World War.

You would say that the Second World War caused the greatest changes in this
country,

Yeah, that's it, Roosevelf he fix it right, too.

And Roosevelt himself and World War II.

Roosevelt, he was in favor of the people gonna make a union, you know?
Yes, he was in favor of people forming unions.

Yeah, because they get in a union all together, you know, when they don't
earn much, they're not gonna work, you know what I mean?

In other words, he gave the working man pride in himself, encouraged him
to form unions, is that it? Right, for strength, for mutuwal strength. O0.X.
Have you ever wanted to go back to Italy?

I went btack there--I no want to go back no more.

What I mean is, have you ever wanted to leave the United States and go back
to Italy to live?

No, no, no, no, no. : -
Never. You just wanted to go back for a visit.

Just one [inaudible], Some friend of mine, he just died--Davalos [sp?], a
cousin, Tony Davalos--he got a mother still living, 97 years ocld. He told
me last October--September, October--he said, "Next summer, if my mother's
still living, we take a trip in Jtaly and I want to go see my mother.”" I
says, "0.K., I come." When the time come in March, start to make the paper
to go in the old country, he tell me, he say, "I can't come because my
daughter get married." I went in Italy and stayed three months, me. When
I come back, his daughter's still single. I went away and she got married
after I come back from Italy, and he no went because his daughter get mar-
ried. On account of him, I went to Italy, and I stayed three months.

0.X. Have you ever regretted coming to the United States?

Huh?
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Have you ever regretied--were you ever sorry that you came to this countfy?
No, no. I was very happy.

You were very happy about it. Now, do you know how people talk about the
good old days?

Yeah,

Have you ever wanted to go back to the good old days?

No, no.

No. Do you think the good o0ld days were very good?

Oh, yeah.

I was talking to a man the other day, and he said to me, "The only thing that
was good about the good old days was the fact that I was a young man." Do
you feel the same way about the good old days?

[Inaudible] « « « this is my country, I like this country.

I mean in this country, right here.

Yeah, I like this country better than over there.

Yes, I know that. But do you like the way you live today better than the
way you lived when you first came here?

Oh, yeah.

In other words, you wouldn't want to go back to what it was like before?
No, no, I hope not.

In other words, you don't think the good o0ld days were very good?

Yo,

0.K. Do you have anything else you'd like to add to this? Is there any-
thing else you'd like to tell me?

What else you want me to tell you?

Oh no, I just thought maybe you had something else that you wanted to add to
what we've already discussed,

Well, my father was a2 barber but I didn't have much for it--sometime I eat
a piece of meat about four or five times a year.

That was in Italy?



A In Italy.

Q Well, T know in Italy there were a lot of people who were born over there
and they lived their life and they died, never tasted meat. Never could
taste it.

(END OF INTERVIEW ]
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