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CONFIDENTIAL Office of the Military Attaché
Mexico City, Mexico

9 Februsary, 1944.
Major General Guy V. Henry
Joint Mexican-United States Defense Commission
Pentaegon Bullding, Washington, 0.C.

Dear General Henry:

Over the week~end I took & trip to Veracruz with General Gustavo
Salinas, Chief of the Mexlican Alr Force. Ve discussed many things but
one I think you should know.

General Salinas stated that at the approaching meeting of the Joint
Mexican-United states Defense Commission in Mexico City, the subject
of sending a Mexican Expeditionary Air Force would be brought up. He
stated that Mexico is very much interested in taking the lead in the
formation of a Latin American dxpeditionary Air Forcecomposed of units
from all the Latin American countries - the size of the units naturally
varying with each country. He believes tha#t he, himself, hes the neces-
sary qualifications to lead such a Force. In this belief, I am inclined
to agree with him. He 1s strongly Pro-United States (as & boy he at-
tended St. John's Military School at iMenlius, New York;) he is strongly
pro-Ally and he has a great deal of tact, considerable initlative and
ability, and, as you know, he has been a flyer since 1912.

General Salinas stated that iMexico is very anxious to take the lead
in this respect but naturally is embarrassed by the fact that she can
supply neither the equipment nor the transportation to get this Force
to an active theatre of operation. These guestions will be raised, as
I understand it, at your meeting in lexico City.

The other day General Guzmén Cdrdenas, the Chief of sStaff of the
Mexican Army, asked me what had happened, because Mexico had offered
to send an sZxpeditionary Force if the Allies would request it - and so
far the Allies had made no move in this direction. He seemed to be con-
siderably disturbed over the fact and I did not have an opportunity at
that time to go into the question with him very thoroughly. He ls com-
ing to my house to dinner tomorrow night and I expect we will have a
longer and more detalled discussion. From the esbove sexamples you can
see, however, that the question of sending a Mexican Fxpeditionary Force
to the fighting front is rapidly gaining momentum, sspecially among
the military men,

Of course there are many drawbacks from a purely military point of
view to the imtroduction of another Ally into the conflict alongside
our own troops. Nevertheless, from a long-range point of view, it
would be a magnificent thing in furthering friendly relations between
our two governments for the next one hundrsd years to come.

In all my talks with Mexican army officers on this subject, i have
been very noncommital - but the time is repidly approaching when the
question will have to be teken up officlally and solved one way oOT
the other. _

Yours very sincerely, b,
A., R. HARRIS, Brigadier General, A.U.s., M:litary Attaché




