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TRANSCRIBED INTZRVIEW WITH GECRGE KLITSAS
March 29, 1968
Interviewed by Irene Long
"Mr. Klitsas, where were you born?"
"In Greece."
"What part of Greece?"

"Karpension, Evletensia, the west part, the mountains,

where the Evzone come from - all my people become Evzones instead

of going to the army."

"Was your town near a bigger city?"
"Yes, Lamia." |
"How far from Athens was this?"

"From Athens about six hours Ey bus."
"What year were you born?"

"1895." |

"Do you know this for a fact? Do you have a birth

certificate?"

"Yes, naturally."

"Did you go to school in Greece?"

"Yes." |

"How many years?"

"I left before ﬁhree years in high school."
"Oh, so you went about eight or nine years?"

"Yes, Four years in low school, three years in aigh

school, but I left before I finished."

town..

"Did you start when you were about six or seven?"
"YeS." '
"What daid your parents do%"

"My father used to have a coffee house in our home

Then he came to America, to Spckane, Washington. He
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worked there for years. Then he went to New York to wait for
me and had a coffee house there. Then I came in 1912."

"You were about 17%"

"Something like that."

"How many brothers and sisters did you have?"

"Two brothers and twc sisters.”

"Did they come over too?"

"No, because the war startesd, you know; and my brothers
were going to school there and they couldn't come in then, you
know. I came in jJust before the war sharted."”

"Was that the Balkan War?"

"Yes, the Balkan War."

"And you were too young to go?"

"Well, if I were there I would have gone but I left
just before the war was declared.”

"I see. Was the town you lived in large or small?"

"About three thousand people.”

"When did your father come over?"

"My father came here about five yesrs befors me, I
think."

"He had run a coffee house in your home town. Why had
he come over then?

"He came because he heard people coming in talking about
Amzrica and the land there was so poor., They all came to
better themselves."

"What would you have done if you had stayed in Greece?"

"I had an uncle, he used to be a lieutenant in the
King's body guard and he asked me to be in King Constantine's

household."
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"Really."

"That's true. But I didn't like it. I wanted to
come to America 80 see my father. So I come over here."

"In what way would you have been in the household?

As a guard?"

"No, I was young. A4s a walter. You start like a
busboy first- clean the silver, you do different things.

And I'm glad because in so many words I wouldnkt be here
today."

"Was this a family thing?"

"Yes, he was my father's cousin. He was there and
before the war was over, he left the palace and he jJjoined the
army and the Germans captured him and tock him to Germany
and later they repatriated him and he went back to Greece."

"How ¢did you get to the port from which you sailed?"

"In a bus."

"Was the port Pirea@s, 1is that where you sailed from?
Where you caught the big boat?"

"Yes, I came in with an Austrian boat. Its name was

Kaiser Fransiscus Jocseph .

"For Heaven's sake. What vort did this boat come to?"

"From Patras we come into New York."

"Oh, you left from Patras then."

"Yes, we come into New York. I think it was one of the
quickest boats. It took us cnly eleven or twelve days."

"Eleven days in 1912? It took you just eleven days.
Some boats took thirty."

"Those little boats, sure. Now I'm not very sure but

I think so. Eleven or twelve days but not very long. It was
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a very big boat."

"A passenger boat."

"Yes a passenger boat."

"You had decent gccommodations?"

"Yes, very nice."

"Was it ?ery expensive?"

"Wo, very little. I don't remember but not very
expensive."

"Did your father send the money over?"

"Oh yes. 8ent my ticket."

"Your mother didn't come though."

"No, because she had¢ the other kids, the other
family, my two brothers and two sisters. They was golng to
come in after that but the war started and from one day to
another. A&nd my brothers started gcing to school and they
done alright over there."

"Did your father ever return?"

"Ch yes." Ee got sick here and went back and
died."

"Were there other immigrants on this boat with

you?"

"Oh yes. The people who came in from my home town.
There was about fifteen or eighteen of us."

"FPifteen or eighteen from that one town."

"Yeg, round there."

"Young men like you, all looking forward to the
New World. Did you land at Ellis Island?"

"Yes."

"Did you have any difficulty there?"
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"No, the man from Ellls Island took me to my father's
place.”

"Oh, 80 you had someone to meet you."

"The immigration official from Ellis Island, he took
me to New York to my father's place."

"Did you have to sleep overnight on the island?"

"No." |

"Did you have to get any papers in Greece?"

"Yes, plenty papers. You see at that time if I didn't
sail at that time I would go to the army. I wouldn't go to the
army but I wouldn'* saill. But I was already in America when the
war started 1912."

"Because you were just at the draft age?"

"Yes,"

"When you got here, did you work for your father?"

"No, I went to Atlantic City, New Jersey. 4 friend
of mine used to be a captaln at a hotel - Marble Plenheim-
and I worked as a busboy there."

"Did you - with a friend?"

"Yes and that hotel there was forty or forty-five
Greeks working there - walters and busboys."

"Did you live in the hotel."

"No, we had a house and a housekeeper."

"Oh, ¢id you all hire a housekeeper 2"

"Not all of us; but two in a room; tﬁo beds, two, three
houses and we live here."

"Oh, but you took care of this yourselves, you didn't
Just rent a room."

"No, the woman used tc come and clean and we would

clean ourselves, too. 4and I stayed there for awhile.,"
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"How much were you paid?"

"At that time, I think, 'twenty-five dollars a month
and ycur meals."

"Did someone else do your laundry?"

"Yes, and that time it was very chéap. We didn't do
our own."

"What did you do for recreation? What did you do when
you weren't working?" |

"I never reﬁember the time when I never worked."

"That's what most of you say."

"I worked all my life. During the Depression I loafed
for two weeks and then I went to work for flfteen dollars a
week, At that time I lost my busliness in Camden, New Jersey.

I had a big business there."

"Then where did you go from Atlantic City?"

"From Atlantic City I went to New York and'stayed with
my father and then I went to Boston, Massachusetts."

"What year is this now?"

"Hmmm, about 1914, I guess."

"Now you've been to Atlantic City and New York - why
did you go to Boston?"

"I had an uncle who had a restaurant there. A cafeteria,
two or three. And my father sent me there to work for him. But
I got a job in a hotel.”

"Oh, you didn't work for your unele."

"Ne, I got a jJob in a hotel because my uncle he didn't
want me to work right away; he wanted me to loock the town over,
but I wanted toc go to work toc have a little extra change, ycu

know. He used to give me money. So I went up and got a Job in



(7)

a hotel - RQuincy House,, & . very nice place. I worked here till
1917. |

"Oh, you stayed there three years."

"Yes, t11l1l Just before that. Then the war started and
I registered to go into the army but they dldn't take me so I
went up to get a Job with a construction company - Fred Eleigh
Construction Company from Massachusetts - from Springfield; and
I used to go around to Massachusetts and pick men, Greek fellows,
to work for the government and build places and I was foreman."

"Now how did you go from a restaurant job into con=-
struction?"

"Well, I had a friend of mine - well, you had to work
or fight, ycu know. 3ut from a friend of mine, he was a fore-
man, he knows the outside work, he used to work for the rail-
road anéd different places. 'Let's go work for the government,'
And so we went up there and I used to go from town to town and
get Greek men and they used to work for the government. We take
them to new places.”

"Were these mostly young men who had just come from
Greece?"

"Yes, from Greece. Young men and old men, too, you know.
Forty or forty-five years old. They were working and building
these places. I was in Camp Devon, Massachusetts, one of the
biggest camps. Then from there someone like me there. The
people from where I work and Mr. Smith used to be up from the
company and he used to go different places to find and build for
the government. He took me to Perry Point, Méryland, Perryville,
Maryland. And I was one of the first men there. I didn't know

anything about it then, but I listened and I learned. And we
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put the first railroad tracks from Pennsylvanla Rallrcad inside
in the ground and bought the land and put the houses for the
pecple tc work there."

"I see."

"Shanties for people tc work thre. Then I stayed there
six months, then I went to New York. I went to the office; I
had a man from the army, he was a sergeant named Buschell., And
they used to picket New York City at tnat time, people when you
g0 in the street. The policeman could stop you and asked 'You
working? Where's your card? Where are you working?' 'Well, I'm
not working anywhere.' They pick you up and take you police .
statlion or scmevwhere I don't know, and every week or two weeks
thev send you on a train. They put six or seven hundreé people
on a train. They send you where the government needs people to
work. It was time it was work or fight."

"Wouldn't they take you in the army because you ¢idn't
have citizenship papers?"

"No, I wasn't in the army but I was working for the govern-
ment beczuse Fred Eleligh Company was construction company for the
army." And I went to Charleston, West Virginia, in a train four
or five times with filve or sgix hundred people in that train. Me
and this sergeant together."

"Oh, I see. You helped this sergeant with these groups
of men."

"Well, he would tell me to what to do and we used to give
them bread and eggs, sandwiches on the train. We would take them
there; leave them with the government people, and then we go back
to Port Penn, Delaware. I was with the same comnany all this time,

Number 109."
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"Were “here other Greek bvoys working thils way3"

"Oh yes, that's what I was doling. We had ten,'fifteen
gangs with twenty-five men 1in a gang, working for the govern=-
ment, digeing and building places.”

"Were there Italian men who were doing this? Were there
alot of immigrants?"

"Oh yes, Dbut there were American people, too. If he
wag a carpenter, you work as a carpenter. All naticnalities-
all nationalities there."

"How long did you do this?"

"7311 the war was over. I gquit. a4nd then I went to
Wilmington."

"Oh, you finally arrived in Wilmington."

"From Port Penn, Delaware, I stayed in Wilmington."

"What year was that now?"

"After the War."

"1o17?"

"Yes."

"What did you do here?"

"I come into Wilmington and got a job from Mr. Govatos
at Eighth and Market. I worked for him for awhile."

"What did you do there?"

"I was at the soda founfain and then I like to do scme-
thing for myself. I had alittle money. And I went up and opened
a grocery store on King Street, 708 King Street, with the little
money I had. Across the street was Mr. Haldas who came in from
Philadelphia. I stayed for a year and a half. It was a very little
store and I had to stay from seven o'clock in the morning till

twelve o'clock at night. Then I close that place and went to
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King Street. Front and King. Second and King and then I sold 1t
to someone else and went to Front and King Street and opened a
little place. I stay there for about a year and a half."

"Was this Just groceries and meats or fruits?"

"No, a little restaurant - just lunch. A lunch counter."

"All this time you were in business, did you use to
send money home. D1d you have to send money to yocur father?"

"Yes, I used to send money to my parents because they
need it; and after the war, there was nothing they could do, no
work left for them. I used to send money to take care c¢f them.
And I sent money for the boys tc go to school. One cf my brothers
went to law school and came out a municipal judge."

"Is this in Greece?"

"In Greece. 4nd the other brother, he was a mountain
police."

"Like a ranger?"

"Yes,"

"How about your sister?"

"My sister she got married to a Greek fella. He went. from
here and married her. And the other war started and she couldn't
come in here and he was In North Carclina. He had a place there.
And by the time the war was over, she got sick and she died."

"Well now. You are in Wilmington and it's abcut 1918,
19102"

"And I left in 1922 and I went to Camden, New Jersey.
Work for a cousin of mine in a restaurant.”

"Why did you close up here?"

"Well, it was too much for me. I worked too hard. And

then I thought 1'd better myself., I had a little place here =-
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one table and four or five chairs and I thought I'd go there.

He had a nice place and I was manager there for my cousin and

I work for them for awhile and I had a little money - not much -
and I borrowed some more money and I open a place. - It was closed.
One of the best places."”

"This place had been closed and you bought it and

reopened it?"

| "I opened it up and was doing very good business..
I had a partner then and I remember just before the depression
I was doing well. Then in 1929 the R.C.A. Victor had a big
parade in Camden. Twenty, twenty-two thousand people on Satur-
day and I had a party for the officers on a farm that day. And
a week or two weeks after that they started laying off."

"Was this a celebrétion?"

"Yes, it was a celebration. They used to that every
year. Well, maybe not two weeks later but a little longer than
that. Then the depression started."

"What year was that, '29%"

"Yes, '29, and then I“stéyed there pretty near to
'32, trying to see if things would turn around and go back. Then
I had to give up and I lost what I had. Then I was looking for
a Job. I had to go to Philadelphla to a place to a Mr. Williams.
He had two or three places. They used to sell sandwlches ten
cents a sandwich for the poor people. You know the people didn't
have any money.! |

"Was he Greek?"

"Yes, a Greek han, Mr. Williams and I worked there

for him for gbout a year and a half. With very little wages to
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start but them he pald me more, the man.. Then I left from there

to come into Wilmington because I always liked Wilmington and then-"

"Why did you like Wilmington?"

"Well, people them days was different. And that's
why you always say, 'If you live in Wilmington and you go away,
you got to come back to Wilmington.' You walk in the street, the
people they say hello to you even if they don't know you. You
make friends."

"Could you see thls in your restaurant business.
Were the people friendlier than in other cities?"

"Well, I only had a very little pléce, very little
place. Then I got a job in the B.&0. Restaurant and worked there
for awhile. Then I meet Mr. Laskarils anc we opened the San Regils
Cafe on East 4th Street. And I stayed there for pretty near two
years. Then I left and went to work for the New York Restaurant
for awhile."

"When you worked, did you cook or did you -%"

"No, waiter, for Mr. Laskaris and Mr. Saros;"

"A waiter."

"I work there for awhile and saved my money and I
know alot of people iIn Wilmington and I went up to the Liquor
Commisssion and I had good references and I got. a llicense for
406 Pine Street."

"Was it difficult to get a licenss then?"

"Yes, 1t was difficult. They had to sereen you."

"You had to meet certzin requirements?”

"Yes, the people find out. what kind of person you

are and all that. And they know me. I had good friends and

I hadn't done nothing so I got the licemse and stayed there for
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twenty-six years, from 1940 to 1966."

"In all the years you were in business did you ever
feel any blas or prejudice, anti-foreign feeling? Fronm the
first years you came here, in Atlantic City?" |

"No, because I like the countrf and the people they
was good to me, I didn't have any trouble with anybody. Any
place I gc, you talk nice, they treat you nice. I went all over
to South and East."

"You traveled a lot?"

"Yes, I got a lot of friends in the South. I got
friends, relations. I go there. I never had any trouble no
wheres."

"Did you visit Coffee Houses in this city?"

"Yes, I used to go there once in awhile aﬂd get
a cup of coffee."

"Was this the custom of Greek men?"

"Yes, the bosses were Greek men."'

"Were there any other nationalities there?"

"No, them days it was only Greeks went to'them places
because they didn't drink Greek coffee."

"Oh, it was made the Greek way."

"Yes, it was demitasse. Very few other peovle
went there."

"Did you ever return to Greece?"

"Yes, in 1963." |

"You went to your hometown?"

"Yes, to see my people. I Stay there six weeks and
like 1t very much. It was that time when they had that trouble.

There was a doctor, he was from Plreaus and he went to Salonika

to speak and they claimed he was a Communist and they kill him.
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I happened to be there at that time and things changed. When I
came back here in America, there was some left wingers. They

got the young children from the schocls and college vpoys, you
know, they go against the government and gc against talking about,
There was & couple professors who used 10 be here in Amerlcs and
they were there then. They educate these young children, the
youth from Greece. They had a lot of trouble then. So then I
went back in 1966, after the Jjunta and I like anything I see
there, what they done. You're safe. You can walk on the streets,
nobody bother you. You can talk. 4nd there's a lot of difference.
And the people I saw and I talk, because I got a lot of friends
and relations. A4nd I took them on the side and say, 'How is

it? What do you like now? Tell me the truth; I ain't going

to say nothing.' And they'say, 'We're glad they're here these
fellows, the army.'' A4And I used to sit down on my brother's porch
in Athens and I see women, young girls. They used to go to the
movie and the movlies there get over late, twelve o'clock. And
they can walk fifteen or twenty blocks and they're safe, nobody
bother them.,"

"Might not be the same thing here."

"I'd like to see the same thing here because Wilming-
ton has changed.very much in later years."

"What was here the first years yocu came here, when
you first opened the grocery store?"

"Haldas Bros., John Ga%atos, Nick Govatos, James=--
used to own the Savoy Theater and Nick -- used to own the Savoy
Theater," |

"Were they married?"

"Yes, some of them were,"
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"Where did you live then?"

"I used to live - I don't remember now - West Street. -
No, East Tth Street.”

"With other Greek boys?"

"No, I used to have a room myself,"

"Did you do anything with these young men? Did
you go as a group any olace?"

"We used to go io movlies an¢ houses and birthday
and names' days. Every two or three weeks somecone had a birth-
day or name's day. We used to go there. You didn't have to
be invited to have a good time."

"Oh, you didn't."

"No, them days you didn't have to be invited like
now."

"If you were a Greek, you were automatically invited?"

"You go up there and say, 'Wish you a Happy Birth- |
day." A4nd set down there. Everybocdy used to invite people in
theié houses. All the Greeks they used to be open on birthdays,
Easter, Christmas. If you don't have no home, 1f you weren't
married, they invite you in their home after church."

"Oh, I see. Your name, did you ever change your
name in any way? Was it shortened?"

"Only thing I cut my ﬁame short - Klitsas. My name
is Klitsakis on my American citizenship papers.”

"Is 1t?"

"Yes, énd I vote with that name."

"Do you?"

“But Iffe been known as George Klitsas because a lot

of people can't pronounce ny name."
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"Does it have a Greek meaning?"

"No, it's an o0ld name."

"You were telling me about the Evzone in the be-
gining when we first started. Did these traditionally come
from your town?"

"From my town, from my state."

"From that state."

"When you're twenty-one years old in Greece, you
got: to go to the Army unless something happens.”

"Oh, it's Universal Military Training."

"Yes, you go to the Army and most of my people they
£o to the Evzone because they're mountaineers.

"Oh, were they bigger?"

"Yes, they were big hﬁsky men and hard working men
from the mountains. Of course, later years from other states,
they used to go.. Of course, now there aren't many Evzone."

"Are there many of your countrymen here in Wilming-~
ton - from the area in Greece from which you come?"

"Not many. Another friend of mine, Hérry Demetriou-~
Mr. Demetriou, that's the only man who's here now.,"

"Did many people from your town come when you did.
Did you know of many who came over?"

"My home used to be oﬁen all the time. Every time
they come in from the South, New York, or Boston, they came to
gee me."

"People from your hometown?"

"From my hometown and othef friends."

"Do you plan to return to Greece?"

"Oh, I like to go there for a visit. Way things is
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now there's nothing wrong. I'm not afraid to go there now. I
was before. A4nd I hope nothing happened."

"Is there anything you want to add? Any stories
we have bypassed through this%" ‘

"Nothing else. Ohly thing I like to say that Wilming-
ton is changing. Business 18 not here no more. People they're
moving out on the outskirts. And Wilmington is not like 1t used
to be. Because weekdays or Wednesday and Saturday you can't pass
in Wilmington from the people that came in from town and coun-
try, different places. In fact, when I used to be in the New
York Restaurant I used tc see people come in from a lot of states,
out of state, far away ~ California. They used to know Wilming-
ton. They used to hear about.”

"But no longer?"

"No, no more n&w. Course everybody's got his own
troubles now."

"A1l right, sir. Thank you very much."

"Yourg welcome."
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