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that the yellow fever was prevalent there brough a8 quick re-
gponse from the Wilmington authoritias. On August 24, the
following notlce apneared in the Jagette:

Whereas the Burgeases and assistants of thre
Borough of Wilmington have recelved information
of the existence and prevalenoce of an ianfecticus
and ocontaglous disease in the city of Philadelphis;
and as an unrestricted intercourse between the sald
place and this Borough may prove injuriocus to the
health of the citizens and inhabitants thereof-e
we have therefors, by and with the advioce of the
Health Offloers of the sald Borough, thought pro-
per to order and direct that no ship or vessel,
bound from or that may heve touched at tre sald
infeoted place, shall from and after the publi-
cation hereof, be brought or approach nearer to
the said Borough than the mouth of the Christians
ereek; And we do forbid any person landing or
belng landed, or any goods or mercrsndise bheling
landed, or unladen from on board suoh ship or
vesscl, until the sald sbip or vessel ghall have
performed such querantine, and obsaerved such
other ceutionary measures as the sald burgesses
and agsistants with the advice and consent of
the health offlcer, shall presoridbe and enjolin...

~ And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesald, That if eny ship or vessel shall be
brought within the regpective distance aforesald,
or goods landed from such ship or vessel in
contravention of the provisions of this act,...
shall respectfully forfelt and pay the penalty -
of %500 each,(75)

Lkowever, quarantine lawsg, beth for water and land
travel, did not prevent the gppearasnce of yellow fever in
Wllpington., Imo~dlately there arose the old controversy--
whether the disease was imported or rad originated in thre

Borougli. This time the evidence was nore restricted and men

couid point wlth assurance-=go they thought--to the sole ori-
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ginator of the fever in Wilmington. The following ia from
a latter by Dr. E, A, Smith, a physician in HWilmingtcn:

After the fevar in Phlladelphia had produced
alarm here, a Board of hk~alth was instituted and
a penalty annexed against persons coming from
Philadelphis without examination. Capt. Bush's
pagket & the very instant arrived with passengers
without examination, Amm Davidscn, whose parents
1ived in &n ailey near to Christlana oreek, in 2
small frame house, in a thickly populated part
of the borough, oame in the above packet to her
fatrer's kouse, Scme days later, an inspecting
committee from the genersl Board of kealth, r2apr-
ing she was unwelli, applied to me to visit her,
and make & report of her case, which I did and
reported Ler disease to be of a contaglous na-
ture, end in my estimaticn similar tc the fever
then prevalling in Philadelphia, and to the fever
so fatal to this place in 1798, however differing
in degree, and varylng in soune symptoms, yet the
same In king, witk a remark, that there was no
year in whioch 1t had sppeared but whet it aa-
sumed somewhet different features, but yet with
sufficlient characteristioc marks to distingulsh
it from every other kind--differing materially
from our usual autumnal fevers., &y repor! wes,
Lhowever, contradicted by other physiciasns. I
tren confirmed my former report. She was how-
ever peraitted to remsin, and shortly after,
geveral persons on eltrer gide of her, and in
trhet neighhorhood, were slezed with a similler
fever and died very speedily, which mede 1t
appear as clear to me as the day, that she intro-
duced the contaglion, I was early infected by at-
tending in tre complaint, HEy rouse was remotely
situated from the supposed atmosphere of malige-:
nancy on high ground, thinly settled, large,
roomy and ciean, in a pure atmosphere, nevertie-
less my wife caught the fever in her attendance
on ne, and ny oldest son in successlion--my other
children were in trne country. It however did not
spread in my neighborhoed. My wife having taken
it from me, proves 1t beycnd contradiotion conta-
glous, 85 there was no cother pogslble way of its
belng communicated to her,(76)
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The Board of Fealtil: issued a notice contalining a

gimlilar view:

In conseguence of tihe disease exigting in
?hiladelplia, the police of this plece d4id, on the
S5th day of August publisk e procliacaticn, greatly
r#atricting trhe interccurse witi that city--ap-
pearances becoming more favorable, the sald po-
lise authorized tris Board to mitigate, or annul
the penalties of tret proclamstion, i1f with the
advice of the regltl. officer, it ashoculd appear to
trem, Just and proper. The Boerd d41d accordingly
under certain reguletions, open anew the communl-
cation with sald city.

n the 15th of August the health officer re-
ported to the Board, that Ann Devidson who had
arrived from ‘hiladelphis the day of the publica-
tion cf the late proclemation was 11l of a fever,

- whilolh he belleved to be the game gg that which was
sald tc exist in Philedeliphla... The wcoman, however,
recovared, and retired into the country.

On the 5tk of sepbtember the Board summoned to
meet at two o'clock, P.M. They were then informed
that the fever had, in Priladelprla, assumed a
pore alsrming appearance--that through the means,
wich even a regular intercourse permlitted, many
persons had introduced themselves in e clandes~
tine manner, and that a few others had copenly
disregarded the rulea on strangers; the Board
had information thet from the house ad)oining
that where Davidacn had bheen sick, a child was
buried tre prcceéing evening; that 1ln the house
adjoining Davidscn's on the other side, a woman
had, that day, dled suddenly; tiat in a house
nearly adjolaing tre latter, another woman dled
snd was burled the preceding evening; end that
four or five other cases were iknown to exist
within about fifty yards of Duvidscn's housew
end ail this when the rest of the town was known
tc enjoy 1ts ususl heaith,..

It may be further observed, that the mother
of Ann Davlidson who on recovery of her daughter,
retired witi her into the country, is now ill with
the same complaint.{(77)

Under this pressure of evidence, the Boerd rescinded
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ail reguleticns fecilitating the interccurse with ’hiisdel phia,

and took adequste measures for the intermal sefety of the

Borough. The mombers (78) of the Board cautioned the citi-
zena to renove t&e fever-ridden patients fror the nealthy pa-
tients, Scme of the Philadelphia refugees had to remaln in
quarantine for s ﬁerlod of at least ten days; cthers were ade-
mitted upon submitting satisfactory evidence that they had
not been nxposed to contaglion; wille others were refused en-
trance entirrly. Domegtic regulstions were pregcribed by the

Beard, but, accerding toc Vaughan, hardly any were fulfilled,

The month of August passed with little cause for
alarm. 7The cnsge cof Ann Davidson created the greateat problem
as ghe regided in the more populated pert of the town., With
her recevery in & few deys tre alarm greatly subsided., Since
this part cf the fown later becanme the center of the epidemic,
1t night be well tc erpliain in more detall the street plan of
tre .ower pert of Yilmington.

Wilrington is seasted on a hiii of 109 feat

elevation; tre wmore compact part of the town is
on the southwestern declivity, bounded by the waters
cf the Christiana, and interasected by streets at
right angles, running nearly north and scuth from
the Brundywine to the Christianas, and cast snd
west from the flats bordering on the Delaware to
a range of rills forming the western margin. The
central end princlipel street in population and

- trade 1s Market Streect, running north and south

DEHRAN ISR RGN RTS

78 In 1802 members of the Board of health included James Brobaon,
preaidant aamuel a§aekman, secretary, Allen lHolane, Edward
Worreil, Jogrva Jonn Warner, Janes hﬁmphi’l 3oseph
Bailey and Dr, K. A, Smith, port physician, (5. T
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and King 3tre=t, PFrench Street, and Walnut Street,
in parailel lines on the scuthern side; inter-
gected by HWater Street, Pront Street, Seccnd
Strest, Third Street, eto., running parallel with
the Christiana. 7The latter desoribed district,
soutl: of Karket and Third Streets, became the
principle seat of the diseace,

King Stre~t 18 contracted to the limits of a
common alley from Second Street to the Christiana,
and midway between Second and Front Sirests are
two old wooden buildings, one of wiilch was occu=-
pied by Thomas Devidson (father of Ann Davidson)
and the other bs John Hadley., The latter had for
some time mouldered under the hand of time; the
roof, weatrer boarding and flooring were partly
destroyed, and the whole condemned to be unworthy
of repalr. The ceilar cf this miserable dwellling
was oconstantly full of water (wiilch made 1ts way
thru to Davidscn's cellsar{ and was the common re-
ceptagle of every specles of filthk. This nest of
noxious effluvia, was offensive to the whole
nelghboriicod from the beginning of August; was
dally complained of by the neighbors and reported

" to the police g8 a public nulsance, and condemned
ag such--but nct removed, (79}

Before examining the rise and spread of the fever
in Wilmington, the controversiel questlion of the domestic or
forelgn origin of yellow fover shouid be discussed, One can
cagily imegine the people of a coastal port, wilch has. been
inflected with yellow fever, assoclating trhe origin of thet
disease with the verlous assortment of forelgn ships docking
at the port., 1In faot, one of the hases upon whieh the theory
of forelgn origin rested was that, once admitted, the disease
couid not spreed in eny uniform succession to any inland town
or plecs, but was generally confined to geaport towns. The

diséasaﬁ%eliﬂvea to e specificailly contagious, and propagated
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only by matter secreted by a diseased hody., Furthermore, it
was belloved that the fever could not exist in this sountry

unless specific matter was imported from abroad by means of

sick people, thelr clothing, or any other substance wiioh

came in contact with the siek peraon,

On trhe other hand, the advocates of domestic origin
contended that yellow fever might originate in any town or
place sufficientlcontaminated by the "amerlal products of
putrification in the autumnal seascn.® They felt that thls
wés especlally true 1f the season was of a tropical nature,
as was tre cese in 1802 in ¥Wilmington., Trey sdmitted that the
dissase rignt be imported, so far as eny ship had the disesse
aboard, but they denied that such a ship could occssicn an
epldemic in any port thru or by trhe communiceticn of any con-
tagilous matter., They asdmitted further that a healthy person
going on boerd a filthy or infected ship might oantact the
édisease but thet this person could not communicate the disegse,
Tre only way for the disease to be propagated beyond the ori-
ginal sphere of infeetion was for a new scurce ¢f infectlon
to arise, and trat only to be caused by tre loeal filth and

a want of ventilation.

Dr. Veughan quotes an extract from the Hedical
Repogitory, concerning this general question ef the importa-
ticn of yellow fever, This extrect follows because from 1t

Dr. Veughan draws rnls conclusiocns about the oharacter of tre




diseage,

The torm importation is ambigulous snd per-
plexing in 1ts appllestion to dlsesses, Scarcely
sn instsnce can be adduced, in all tie ocompass of
Tanguage, where rore nistakes had arisen from the
misunderstanding and misappilostion of a slangle
word., Tre mercantile use of it is, indeed, well
unadarsteod; and, wren eppioyed to express the
hringing of artieles of merchandlise into a country
from abroad, in bulk, 1t seems scarcely ilsable
to be mistaken., But a vonent's consideration will
satisfy us that this sense of the word wiil not
apply to the intrcdueticn of the dlgcase in guege
tiocn, As examples of the ambligulty of this tern,
in respect of tre origin of yellow fever, we shall
briefly notice scme of the various sensesg in which
it ras bhesn uged by different persons,

1= I8 the yellow fever imported from the Yest
indi~s by a4 eontinued propagetion of contagion from
cne nnegen to anotiher in sucosssion, or by & lodg-
ment of suchk occntaglious matter, originalily derived
from tre bodlea of peraons 1ll of that disease, 1In
certein substancsg adepted to recelive, retain, and
afterwardg Alffuge it, as in the camse of scail-pox
and megsles? In our opinicn thils cannot be adnmit-
ted-=because that disease, according to the best
autiroriti=g, 1§ not contaglious in the Wegt Indieg--
hecause it 1s not »Hretended to be generaily cone-
tapicus in tils country, beyond certain locel
ranges of alr contaminated by other causes-~because
multitudes take the disease in cur citles who never
appreoachad the giock or vesszgels pointed cut ag the
source--hecguse multitudeas spproach the sick and

- perform every requisite office for them without
infection-«because the discase is found tc prevail
in parts of ocur ccuntry not visited by persons
from the Weat Indies, and inacceaglble to-8mm ves-
sels-=-and because 1t ylelds speedlly to frost. It
1s surely wonderful that t:is specific contaglon
of yaliow fever contended for, so subtlle asg to
ilurk ia tre rnost unperceived and unsuspected places,
and so virulent as scmetimes to cause deatl in a
few bhours should yst never produce the prevalence
of the disease in othar oltles of the United States
but just &t that time when domestic mlasmuata are
exalted by the geasgson to the highest point of force,
and that, precisely like suclh miasmate, it should
lamedlatnly yield to frost. Trese circumstances,
a8 we belileve, do not apply to any disease of spe-
cifie contagion hitkrerto known; but they form only
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a sma:l part of cur objectiocns tc thils mode of
importation,

2~ I8 the yeilow fev~r imported into tais
country by bringing across the ocean a gquentity of
the pecullar air of the Weat Indles, wilch escaped
from the holds of vessels while the cargo is dis-
crarging at the wiarf? This opinlion is tco abhsurd
to stand in the need of refutaticn. HNoae but an
alr tight vessel oculd for such a time, and with
8¢ much motion, confine a porticn of atmospherical
air recelived into its hold,

3~ Is the yeilow fever imported by the genera-
tion of noxiocus vapors arising from neglect of
cleanlinags and ventilation, and from the long ac-
cumulation of drad animal and vegetable matter,
rendered vutrid by heat and molsture on hoerd the
vegsels trading to and from the West Indles? This
node of importation, if 1t cen wiltk any propriety
be eonlled 8o, we helisve to be sometimes a faot,
We helleve thet thils discase 13 ococasionally
taken by receiving trhe exhalations of suck 8 filthy
and outrid ship hut we are confident at the sane
time, trat these exhpglaticns differ not m terially
from suck as are epitied from the docks and sewers,
gnd muny ctrher iocal gourees of vutridity whkieh
abound in cur cities,

And we are equally confldent that such exhala-
tiecns from shipa can never produce an eplidenic of
tre disease, without tre concurrence and ald of
mlasmata from cther socurees, for tie purpose of
diffusing the polaon, But how 18 the term impor-
tation eppilled to thia sort of noxiocus power?
ig it because 1t 18 an sccident or ocontingency
whiclh may take plsce in a ship? If & ship had
never goae to sesa, but lad remalined at a wharf from
tre ncment 1f launching she night - stlll collect
a mass of putrid matters, and therehy become a
scurce of disease, We have no quarrel with the -
‘werd importation 1f it be uged to express this
accidrntal cccurrence in ships troding with the
degt Indies, and if it lead 2o person intoc error,
But we contend that, witi. the sanme propriety
many other unfortunste aceidents occuring at
sea, such as the devastation of storms, the da-
mages of cargooeg, and the miseories cf famine,
right all be denominated imported evil,

The advocates of the domestic origin of this
diseagse are often called upon te expiein the pore
frequent ocourrencss of it within a few years past;
sinoe Lere, f£ilth, and putridity, for a loang time,
and in some instances, more remarkably in former
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times than lately, lhave charscterized tie cities
of America., But only a moment's refiection will
be requisite to perceive, that the doctrine of
importation will by no means relleve this 4iffi-
culty. As the yeiiow fever haes constantly, more
or iess, prevailed in the higher latitudes, for
more than a century past, and ag our intercourse
witl: these 1slands has been subject to little
interruption within that perliod, why has it not
heen lmported, and rendered epldemic every year?
In the malignanoy of recent epldemiocs to a pe-
culiar, tho unknown, morbid constitution of the
atmosphere; an cccurrence wrich the history of
disease in all ages, and in all regicna of the
globe 1is found incontrovertibly to attest, and
which is observed to return end prevail or un-
equal and indefinite periods.(80)

Dr. Vaughan concluded that the problem centered
itsaelf not so muca eround the guestion of importation but
srocund the two words, contagion and infection. For clarity
and understanding, Dr. Vaughan's definition of the two terms

foliows:

By the term contagion, is now understcod, an
inkerent and agssentlal quallity of & disease, ne-
cegagarily existing snd emaneting from a dlseased
body, and affecting persong exposed to its in-
fluence, witl a peculisr disease, a8 the smail
POX or maasleg.

By infection, 18 meant, an aeriform substance
arising indisoriminately from sny source of putri-
faction, ard czapable of exciting fever in persons
expoged to its immediate action.(81)

In the former ocese, persons might be infeoted hy
contact witi a diseased bedy, or with materials previcusly
contaminated with the specifiec poison. In the latter case,

disecase 18 only contracted within the original range c¢f ine
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fection, The effects of the fever appeared to be aiike whether
cn land or on sea, "proportioned in degree to the cau&aé which
gave them birth," The influence of the seasons in limiting

or axtending the range of infretion was considered remarksble,
The fever could be eithker sporadic or épidamic in a given
place "in proportion to the state of the geason;® and it was
obsarved tiat frost in America and the hurricanes in the

Wegt Indieg arreated the devaztations of the disease,

Since tre wharves and the water fra#t were the glte
of muck of the disease, economic factors entered many of the
discussions of the fever, It was, on the cne hend, rheld that
if the dunestic theory be admitted, then the sea port towns
would be ruined snd trade parelyzed. On the other hand, if
| the doctrine of contagion were reld, then it appeared thst
ac matter nhow stringent tre quarantine laws &1ght be, still
thepr would be the choence of an article of poiscned clothing
posgsing the officlials; both through legal meens and thirough
smurgling. Dr. Vaughan greatly favoured the srgument for the
domestic origin of the fever, and contended tiat if the same
were held by the legislstors and police officials, trere would
2t leest he the _ikelihood of guardiﬁg the people from the
pestilentinl grade of fever by having the local and nore ob-
vious signs of filtﬁ renoved, Le said:

Fowever, be the reality as it may, enwrapped s

it is in the mazes of conflicting opinicns, all
persons charged with the municipel regulaticns of

cur cities and towns, should bear in mind the com-
mcn cause of mischief--l.n, it 18 agreed, that
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local filth may aggravate, if not origlinate, pes-
tiiential fever, And if the door of commeroclial
antry be closed, let the locel scurces of &vil be
erndicated also; then, time, exparience, and the
exercise cf liberality of opinion, may settle the
important controversy.(82)

And in gnother place Dr. Vaughan says:

If the utmost vigllance towards the souroce
of imports will not secure us from the calemity,
18 it not Ligh time the counter experiment were
made, and every source of domestic evil be era-
diouted?(83)

Iin & iletter to Dr., Rush of Pniladeiphle, Vaughan
repeated 18 views on the iccal origin and its necessary asso-

cilation withk local Tilth:

You must not expaeet & resplte in your labors
while gusrantine laws sre pregarded as barriers
sgainst pestilence, or while the sends of pesti-
lence are fostered in the holds of ships until
matured by 15 or 20 days, and nurtured in the
autumnal seascn--or while the fiithy alleys and
canal depots of citles are overlooked by cur po-
l1ice as harmleas in the telegcoplic researches
after foreign contaglon,(84)

Dr. ¥, &, Smith, port prysiclian of Yilmington, states
tiw views for impertaticn:

I belleve the contaglous fever whid: existed
here this season, and every preceding one, was
imported from Philadeliphia, whiclh from being health
officer of this port, I had & good chance of know-
ing, 83 we nevaer rad the same gpecied cof dlsesse,
but wren it mrevalled in Philadeiphis, altrough the
sane 3 urce cof putrifaction, with a state of the
atmosphere, more congenial to the propagation of

P FE SR FRRERANEHADR
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ohn Vaughan to Benjamin Rush, Wilmington, Jenuary 7, 1802.
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the discase, has prwalled at cther seasons, when
nc such dis=ase was propagated. The Indiens remark
of the small pox, that 1t wes never known amcngst
them until tre white peopie brought it in a ship,

I belicve, would well apply to the fever improper-
1y dencminated yellow, whleh I am verily persuaded
would not now be known in our country, kad it not
been lmported from the West Indies,(85)

The beglnaing of september brought a marked incresse
in the number of perscas 111 with the fever, By the fourth
and fiftL of tre month, four dsatrs héd occurred., They were
Triomas Musgrove's child, J. hadiey's wife, & hired giri in
the family of Ceptain ¥Yest--this girl rkad mlgrgtﬁd frou Philse
delphla between four and five weeks before her degth; her
symptorms8 were ohillg and fever, dysentery, delerium, and no
vomiting, hemorrhsge or other malignant symptoms--and Horde-
cal Cloud, wro died at his home on the north corner of King
and Seoond Streéts, The latter's symptoms had been chiils
end fever, sickness in the stommch, weariness end drowsines:,

and vomiting of a dark colored matter juast before death.

Alarm now beocame more general, and cn further ine-
quiry, several other cases of the diseamse were found in the
lower part of the town. lLannali Robingon, &t the north corner
of King and Pront Streets, dled on September 9th; Lewis Brown,
at the corner of Sacond and Wailnut Streets, recovered after
en iilness of ten days; Hrs. Dy, on Second near Walmut Street,

died on September 11th; Samuel Bush's family, on Seccnd at the
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east corner of King Street, became ill; Hrs., Jackson, between
King and Frenchr Strrets con seccnd, died on September 1h;
Tlias Dalie, on Front near Market Street, beocume sick and then
recovered; and R, Lagin's son, on Thorn Street west of King

Strect, was attacked and later recovered.(86)

The nost unfavorable ilocation was below Second and
King itreat, a small alley lying between stables and cellars |
of stagnant water, It was in this vieinity trat Dr. E. Smiti |
discovered the firast case of yellow fever, and advised the &
immediete abandonment of the neighborhood to arrest the
"inevitable® progress of the dlsease, But an apathy sesmed iﬂ
te nave seized the minds of the people and the muthoritles
tc such an extent that few corrective wrasurss were taken,
Within tke space of a few days, the fever spread and afflictive
scenes foilowed thereafter. The Osbhborn family on Front Streect
near King, consiating of the parents and fcur children,
clalped deep sgympathy. Witkin the short perlod of three days
the fever nhad taken all the children. PFear rad struck the (f
hearts of so many of the nelghbors that nc cne escorted the 4
bodies to the cenetery cxcept the parents. Trere remained

for these two, the task of burlal,

When the fever came upon 8 dwelllng and clalmed cne
of tre inhgbitants, liope was abandoned. Doppondency selzed
the ninds of tie healthy; energy gave way to apathy; remedial

HBSRF LRGNV TRPENE
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agents were not applied to the slek, aand the hope of recovery
1eft oniy to chance, 3till there were n few nen whose love
for mankind ccmpelled them %o help alleviate the miserles

of tre sick, Hr, James Lea was one of trese while another was
Cal, Thomas Kean, an officer in the Revolution. The visite

of John Perris also claimed public notioce.(B87]

With sc many cas=s cf the dissase ccourring within
sueh a short time, and for the most part within a restricted
arsa, the Board of b~elth sought advice from the physicians

4ilmington. The following remedy was suggested:

He beg leave to suggest for your ccnslderation

the negessity of cleansing the lower parts of the town
and removing all putrefactive materisls from the
atreets, cellars, and yards, otc,, without Turther
dalay.(éB)
Ire doctors further agreed that 1t would bhe best to vacate the
part of town whieh was the worst strieken. Some, who were
finsncla:ly ahle, wmoved to tre country; others vaclllated and
eyentusily puccumbed to the dlsease; and cthers who were to-
tally resigned tc their fate walted in constant dread for the

visitaticon,

James Hemphill, whose wharf lay in the region of
greatast distress, noted in rds diary on September tenth:
Hoved my bocks and papers to my father's and

shut up ry stores in oonsequence cof the alarm that
is prevalling about the wharves of the slckness and
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the pratty genersl removal in that neighborhcood,(89)

"Living in one of our clties while the fever 1s rag-
ing", James Bayard declered, "is like walking emong pits
blindfclded, "(90)

Kewspanar editors did thelir best €o dispel tire ides
tiat the fever was of epldemlc proportions. Hirrer of itbe
2imeg explained that the fears of the people were greatly
exagporeted, snd trat the Board of Heslth had just relsased
inforpation confirmming the report that there was n@ inatance
of eonteglous or malignent fever 1n the Borougr to date,(91)

And Ain another nart of the sanme isgue.

That this 1s the most sickly seascn of the
yeer and that tnere iss been gsuch a ohange in the
weptrer {rom heat to cool as has been seldom wit-
negged, Let tisze things be consldered and it
will be seen how litile causes there is for the
alarm that has oaused many of our citizens %o
remove, (92)

The Federal Ark, in response to the reports from
Philadelphia newspapers that tie yellow fever was raging in
Wilmington, printed that "The town was never more realthy at

tris season, than at present,"(93)

Tr.os2 favourable reports, however, did not greatly

redquee tihe apprehensions of the people, The mere menticon of
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tre changes in the weather, and the reiation of the changes
t¢ the Intensity of the fever, csused meny tc despair be-
cause there was no ocntrol over the weatier. Due to the
emphasis placed on the possibility that the atiogphere held
tre answer to the yellow fever problem, Veughan ﬁbservad the
following weather oondition for September:

The astate of the weather in the early part of
septenper must be noticed in the history of tune
diseage, (n the second the temperature
from 85 degrees to 73 degrees, and on the fifth
was aoccompanied with a strong northwestern dbreeze,
Pron the seventh to the tenth 1t weag tenperate and
afterwards warm, with fogs in the moraings, oceca-
sional liightening in the svening, winds scutherly.
n the seventeenth we had & thunder gust, succeeded
by a rot afterncon, wind westeriy--eighteenth, al-
ternately oloudy and hot, wind west,--ninettenth
ccol and migsty, and from tre twentieth toc the
twenty-fourth, we had occcasional guats of rain
with lightening, alternated with scorching sun-
shine, wind variable, On the twenty-fourth, it
becane ocol with the wind at northwest and cone-
tinued cool, with variable winds, untii the twenty-
elghth and twﬂnty-ninxh and thirtieth tenperete
and stationary, wind westorly.(9ﬁ}

From the tenth to the elghteenth of September there
ceocurred five deaths by fever, and sithough new cases cccurred,
the discase secped to have moderated in viclence, On the
twantietr. there were reported twenty-one cases of f{ever of
varicus degree, The comparatively mild soene changed “with
the weather® and on tre twenty-third, the Board of lisalth

requested a report of existing conditions. Dr. Vaughan,
Leralth: Officer at the time, made the reply:
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The request of the Board of Fealtl, ragpeoting
tre present state of disesse in the lower psri of
the town and the propriety of remcving colliedtlons
of filthy and noxiocus metters, at this time, shall
recelive a pronpt reply.

In my report of the 20th, 13 cases of remitting
fever were enmumersated, witiin the Boprough, one
dangercus--gince dead, In the interim, the list
is considerably enlarged, particuwiarliy in the dis-
triet south of Second Strect, and supposing your
attenticn to be speglially directed to that distries,
I sheil oconfine this report to the same limitsa.

The present state of the weather 18 exirenely
unfavourabie toc persons affected with bilicus fe-
ver, and when we ocnsider the situsation of some of
the pragant slck, we mwey roasonably cxpoct a few
cases of mortallity. The scason, stste of the wes-
ther, and general prevslenoce of blilous fewver in
the country, combine in the establishment of a
belief, that our disease 15 epidemic, uninflusnced
by human contagion., An useful lesson, is also
afforded us, by ceses of a maiignent grede being
orinelipalily confined to 8 certain dilstrict of our
Borough, winile the milder forms of fever, and but
few of then, exist in the niddle and higher parts
of the town,

The question respecting the propriety of re-
moving noxicus matters from oellars, ete,, atthils
tine, 1s interesting to tre community and demands
deiiberation, but 1 am strongly impressed with the
bellef, that an attempt to remove some of our
nests of effiuvia, at this period, would be aggra-
vating the evil, If the filth of the preaoribed
cellars, &stc,, were now stirred up end atmosphere,
but hover about us in the disgulised form of fog,
until dissipated by a fortultous crange of weather
or disarmed by frost. From the advanced state of
thie season, it is in fact questionable, whether
it be no most safe, to let things rﬁmain a8 they
are until the frcst, and make use of lime frecliy
to correct the niasmata casually evolved,

There are many instances on record of embedded
filtlh being stirred up at lumproper seascns, to the
great injury and destruotion to mankind; and the
only safe expedients which occur to me respecting
hadley's cellar are, either to cover it over, un-
til frost, or Lastily draln it off, during s strong
northerly wind, intc a well dug for the purpose and
correct the remmining ordure witi lime,(95)
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Pew steps were taken te remedy existlag unbicaithy
aonditlions, for the Board of Lealth had neilther the power to
enforce orders nor tre funds to ald in relief, There was .
1imited nospital spece, and the nrocurement of conmpetent
murses wes next to ispossible, From the twenty-segond to
tre thirtieth of September inclusive, there were fifteen more
deatrs, Tris made the total number of deaths in September,
trirty-four,

On tre twenty-ninth of September, the weather becane
more pleasant and stable, The number of new cases declined,
and the gre:ter part of those who were able to [lee, left the
Borough. The weather conditions for Cotober were gs8 foliows:

Prom the first to the tenth of Ogtober, the
waather was nesrly staticaery. The days warm with
fogs in the mormings, winds scutherly snd westeriy.
The eleventh and twelfth, more cocl-~fourteenth
warn--fifteentt. hot, and witk diffused fog, During
this perlod, the dlsesze was ccmparatively regulare-
mOre or less, new cages ooccurred every day; and
th.ere were gseventeen deaths, from the first to
the fifteenth, inclusive,

(n the slixteenth, seventeent: and eighteenth
the weather was disagreeably ocool, cloudy and
drizziing--tre ninteenth clear and warm, and cool
8gain=-wl nd‘varryin% from the northeaste-twenty-
fift: clear and cool, wind northwest--twenty-
sixth cool, with flying clouds--twenty-seventh
was iazy in the forenoon, but cieared in the
2. He with a viclent thunder squsil frcom the
west northwest--twenty-eighth, a clesr moz
with ilce-~twenty-ninth and tihlrtieth, the sene,
winds west northeegt--thirty-first, rslin wind
northeast, but cieared in the night, and a severe
frost, on the wings of a nortiwestern braeze,
ushered in the porning of Hovember, (36)
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The first week in November brought added sorrow to
tite inhabltants of ¥Wilminghon., dJohn Fﬁéria rad dled from an
attasck of the yellow fever, Vpughan pralsed him in this
manner:

Ee had pagsed thru the fever calamity of 1798
even trough through aocts of kindness he had minis-
tared to all who were gick of the disssae, ke had
earnestly sought out the indigent victims of dis-
eage, end furnished tihem with every sid in kis
power,., Fis wholetime, hiis heart, his cvery af-
fectlon, wers engrozged in friendly attentions to I
the slck of all clasaes end descriptions., The |
whole town was in mourning. (97)

Trhe following notice in a Wilmington newspaper ex-

preagsed tie fenlings of the eltizens of the Borough over Lie
deatr. of Ferrls:

Died on tre first instant (Hovember) John
Perris, of this Borough, a most unexceptional
character; his temper cild and ccneiliating, He
was g most worthy citizen and useful member of
gociety, wihler has suffered a wmost seriocus loss f§
in kisg éeath, Fe fell a sacrifice to ris inde- ’
fatigable exerticons to edminister conmfort to the i
silclk and others during tie late sortallty. The !
Boord of Heplth have entered on trelr minutes the ?
following Just tribute to his menmory. i

sensible of the loss which the cltizens of 4
ti:is place in general, and tris board in partioculsar
rave gustained in the degth of ocur worthy fellow
labourer, John Ferrig, whe left this transitory,
for, we rope, 8 happler atate of existence, at
seven mimutes before trree co'clook in the after-
noon, we conceive 1t to he our duty, and w2 sre
compelled by our feelings to insert on our mi- T
nutes a record of his sxtracrdinary services,
The prevalence of the yeliow fever of 1798, :
first cade us acquainted wilh ;is diagposition |
and axertions to relieve the afflictad, but the !
present year has sore intimately informed us of
kls usgefulness. 48 sccn ag the dlseage appsared
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which has made such ravages among cur citizens,
and consigned so many of trem to the grave, he
commenced hls arducus services, and during its
continuence did not, for a single day, intermit
his attention to the siek, the dying, and the
d=ad, The first mentioned, he was in the constant
practice of visiting twice & day; he took upon
him tre care of the funerals of the latter, After
performing a seriocus tour of duty, a duty enjoined
by his commiseration for the distressed, and an-~
xlaty for thelr rell=f, he fell a victinm, a late
sacriflce to his exertions for the happluness of
others, and has left on the hearts of his fellow
citiz&ns a grateful remembrance of kis labours

nd virtuss, (98)

Anotlher importsnt personage felil vietim to the fever

in that first waak of HNovembher:

Among the vietims who have fallen during the
late malady that prevailed in thlis Borough is
Col, Thomas Kean, Pew have left this world more
universelly and deservedly lamented, Honest and
upright in his dealinga--sincere in frieandship--
generous, humane and rospltable: san affectionate
rusband, a tender perent, and indulgent nmaster,
Ee lived regpected and heloved and dled sincerely
regretted, He has left an amiable family, and
nany other relatives, friends, and acquailntances
tc mourn treir very great 1083, (99)

From the fifteenth of October the dlisease was more
formidable tran at any time before, Recorded deaths from the
first of October to the fifteenth were seventeen; from the
fifteentls to the thirty-first, twenty-nine, Abcut the twen-
tieth of October, the inhabitants in tre higher and previously
secure parts of the town were gpeized with fear because of the

occurrance of a faw new casegf immedlately north of Third

Strect. Vaughan says:
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About the 20th, the inhabltants wers seized
wltsn conaternation, end fied., A meloncholy gloom
pervaded the desarted streetz, and the forioru
subjects of disease suffered acoumulated miseries, (100)

tn Octobar 21, 1802, the Remphill famlliy moved oub
of Wilmington "on account of the sickness.®™ & day later,
James lemphlll set off on a business tri) to Lancaster., Hee
turning within a few days énd finding the fever still raging,
lie get off onoe more, this time on a longer trip, down the

veninsula to Haryland, {(L01)

George Read gives his lmpressicn of the conditlions
in Wilmington in one of hls letiers:

I nasged thru Yilmington this afternoon, 1t
is in a most depilcrable state and abandoned b,
its inhabitants; L1t wears the aspect of desclation.
The disorder rages trere with uncontrollied fury—-—
the few personeg that remain are slok with the
nalignant fever and thelr casns deaperate--1t
has already rsaached the neighborrood of the
Town hkall, The rcurnful scene affects ny spirits
sonsiderably, (102)

The increased intensity of the fever Lkad its affeots

cn the WYilmingston newspapsrs., Un the twenty-third of Getcber

the pirror of the Times ran the folliowing:

Trhe publication of the pirror wiil be sus-
pended for a short time, It will be regumed as
gcon 88 our hands are willing to return from the
country, whither a pert of trem are retired on
account of the preasent 111l astate cf health in
this Borough, (103)
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Un the tuwenty-sgicti of October, the Federsl Ark
informed its readerg tret "As the fever stil. reges in Wil-
mington, the Jrk wiil be published at Dover sometime longer

than the edltor at first contemplated.® {104}

Dr. Vaughan, realizing the sevaerity of the yellow
fever, sont his wife and family to Christlana Bridge sometice
durling the week of October twentiet: s8¢ that she might be in

2 "better cilme® through the worst part of the epldemic. rLe
| remained

l1ike a faithful sentinsl at py post, and subnit to

the will of an all wise Diasposer of events; buouyed

up Wit the grotifications of discharging a sacred

duty to my fellow belngs and slso of shortliy neet-

ing you azain.{i05)
Circumstinnces welghed haavily on the mind of Dr. Veughan,
Along with this was the fact that at such a trying time Le
kaed to br zeparated from his wife, ledleal and philanthrople
duties compailed so muoh of his attention tret in one place
e Bays:

I nay safely say I have not had twoe hours un-
interprupted sleop for three days and nightg--every
morning out at daybreak,(106)

The tenor of Vaughan's letters was of a meloncloly
nature and he lamented not only the deaths caused by the faver
but alss the dejechted state of mind in which the peo ple of
tre Borough found themselves, By this time the Borough had
heen almost vecated and Dr, Vsughan recailed:

LS A L 2 LA AT

10k Padersl Ark, October 26, 1802, p. 1. ‘ )

105 John Vauhan to Bliza Vaughan, Wilmington, October 27, 1802.
106 Ipsd.,




Mme Lig »regoant with events and ~varything
uncartain, but distress and meionckoly. 1 often
wal¥k Treom cer bto thno lower end of towyn in the
evening--without sneing a humen creature., In the
sornings I meet 8 few grave friends at the corners...
who shake my by sue khand snd express the post car-
nest satisfaction at neeting me once more, (107)

Relinf came with a thundsrstorm on the evening of
of the twenty-seventl, and tie subseguent ilor on the morning
cf tire tuanby-aighth drove auay the virdient yellow fever,
Although new osses of fever 4id not oceur after the icy norn-
ing of the twenby-eighil, tiere dld ~ocour a few deaths of tiose
who nad contagted the fevepr at an sarliier date., Thirty-one
pergons rad become victisms of the fever {row She TAiftesnth
of Uctoner to tie second of Hovember, Un the wenty-ninth of
Cotober, Vaupgnen wrobte to nlg wife:

I graet you thls ooming cn the fine northwest

breeze wiichk promises to waft the seeds of pesti-
wence from our afflicted Jorcugh, cor rends them
rarmless, If tomorrow be as favourahle ag today,
I think you may safely return,(128)

3y Novenbher the thirteenth, the fever had subslded
and ti.e Jirror cerried thne following:

¥e frrl a conslderable degree of satisfaction

in stating tc tre readers of the [irrer that the
calamity which far some tine ravaged cur Borough
hag entiraly subsided., Ho csse of disease has
oceurred for a fortnlght, The citizens have
returned to thelir cocoupaticins, and all idea of
infection is gilven up, We sinoerely Lope that
trhe towm will ne more witness such scenss as

the last few waeks Fave produced,
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The pestilence that walks in darkness and
tre slckness that destroys at broad noon-day have
ranged the streets in the lcwer part of the town
uncontrolled, The mttenticns of the physiclans
or philanthropists were equally unregarded., No
care of friends or relaticns cculd save from the
shafte of desth, several whose ioss must be long
depiored, (109}

Dr. Veughan recorded the total number of deaths due
to tre yelliow feve: as followa:

Cageg of fever in the district scuth of Herket
and Third Streets--boti streefs inciuded:

Total number 156
Died 55
Reeccvered 101

Cazes of fever in the district west of Barket
and Third streets:

Total Bumber 15
Died 5
Recovered 10

Cagsers of fever in the district nort and east
of Third 3treast:

Total Bumber 26
Died 6
Regoverad 20

Total cases of death by fever 66
Total number of cases recoversd 131
Total number of cases 197 (110)

Ho revolutionary progress rad heen mede in dlscover-
ing a cure for the yoliow fever, The umajority of the peqple
usad the ganme home remedies a8 were used In the epldemic of
1798, HKild purgatives, emetics, and diaphoretics were cone
siderad by many to be the best possible remedles, Host doc-
tors r=iled upen the intrcoduction of wvercury and blood ietting,.

It appeared thuat Dr, Vaughen had digressed somewbat from the
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usuai procedure, and had received & letter fromw Dr. Rush in
wirioer the latter sxriblited surprise and "was much struck with
your relying upon the stute of the pulse to the exclusion of
the state of the blood."{11ll) The surprise sxbibited by Rush
waS procbabiy a esse of professicnsl Jealousy; Veughan was
dissenting from Hush's most prided treatment of the yellow

favear,

The epldemic would not have been complete wilthout
sone signs of extracrdinery currs, uUne such was found in the
Catober 23rd lssue of the [ilrpors |

One guart of spirits, two oz. of canmonile
flowera, and two oz, of sneke root, two oz. of ks
(ungrcund), and two oz, of salt de tarter, The a-
bove ingredisnts tce be put in s black bottle un~-
corked, to be placed in & pot of water, 8O 28
n~arly to cover 1t, over a siow fire for 24 hours,
chaerving due care that the water becones not so
much heated, as to boll,.. It 1s hest in general
casng and proper to give the patient a dose of
tartdr smetic to clean the stomaoch, hefore 1t is
adninistared; wi:lch searcely ever falls to offect
a parfect cure, aftar taking & wine glass three
or four times full,(112)

The fever having come and gone, the pecple returned
te a more peacefui routine of ilving, Tris time the fever had
nct taken @8 many lives o3 tie epidemie of 1798, and tius the |
people cnoe again became apatietic. Dr. Vaughan saw nc hope }
for any ilmmediate measures against wbat he thought to be tie ?

causns of tie disease. E
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|
|
It, howsvep, must be acknowledged a lamentable
fact, that when a calamity ras passed, mankind seenm
disposed, as 1t were by a physical iadlfference, to
mage over the dangers they have escaped without ep-
preciating trem to their future welfere,{(1l73)
il
o
|
t
:
W
|
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Chapter V

Conelusion

Before obaerving the events wihieh tock piace in the i

three enldemic yeoars, tie general state of health of the con-

e T

munity should be mentioned. Aubtumnel fevers, not only withe
in Wilmington but throughout Delaware, were s common occur-
rance, Hany other discases were acknowledged, and little or

no attempt was made to correct unhoalthy conditions. It was

oniy when a disease struck witi: epldemic foree t at the peo- 3%
ple were sheken from thelr lothargy., Such was the case in |
the years 1793, 1798 and 1802, when there was manifested more
tran a normal amcunt cf discase, The fellowing sddress by

the Governor, Richard Bassett, to the joint meeting of the

leglsisture at Dover in January, 1801, is significant in ,
raapect to prevalling sickness, The following 1s taken from %
ris introductory remarks: ;

You rave agaln by the divine providence con-
vened at tie time designated by the constitution
for tre ordinary purposss of legisiation., snd I
feel a dlsposition of mine to acknowledge the
goodness of that Ood I wish to serve, and to re-
turn i im my hearty end sincere thanks for kis
sparing mercy. The lagt year proved a sickly
and rortal one in nost parts of our steate. HMany
of cur friends and accuaintances since the last
sogsioneg are gene--gone toe prove the reallities
of an invisible world; and in very many instances
the ncotiess short and uncommon, (114)

Yellow fever made its first entrance into Wilmington
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in epidemic form in 1793, The size of the gre:t epidenioc in
hiladelphian g the szane time dwarfed the Wilmington splsode,
and tius, relatively speaking, the Milmington epldemle wes
worth 1ittle mention. It ig true thet, even in ocupurison
with the ieter epidemles in Wilmington, the first one was
negligibie, The secgnd’viaitatian of the yelliow fever in
1798 tock the nost lives, snd left the Borough in a dejlected
state, Hemories of the 1797 visitation kad not impreased the
citizens tc the axtent of treir taking itimited precautions.
Their concern after the sacond epidemic dld isad to a general
claansigg cf the town, but n°t to tke extent th&t‘aﬂme of tie
doctdérs had hoped, 1t was most distrescing, t&arefere,’ta
find timt the precauticns wiich had been taken could not pre-
vent the entrance of the fever ia 1802, ¥When the fever dld
strike, the citizens reacted in a8 wmanner simllsr to that
reaction in 1798. The iittle knowledge that fad been galned
in the previous epldenmics was put tc use, but in nany cases to

little gvail,

Subsequent researci in the yellow fever field has
shown thet many of the methods used to externinate the disease
in trat epldemic period were n@ﬁVenly ugeless but elso hope=
iegs, But 1t 1is hardly st to criticize tirose clitizens in
the iight of current knowledge. Hen in those timeB were sesk-
ing the ridden snswepr to yellow fever in much the same nanner
28 men today ss°K the hldden answer to many of the current

dls~eses, In fact, some of the esrly precautions taken 4id




lessen the ochances of fever in & way not reallized by the ¢l-
tizens, An oxample would be in the cleansing c¢f the clty and
the draining of the gaols of stagnant water. These condlitlons
were corrected because the citizens trought that foul alr
cauaasd and spread the disease; this was a wrong theory, but
trhe effects of the el anging did destroy the breeding places

of the meaquito--the real carrier of the fever,

i.et us then review what the people in general thought
about the couse gnd origin of the disease, Tris will include
the views hold in 8ll three of the epldemics, as therse was
no narked chenge in opinion within the decade., Host everyone
reld that trhe fever was condtaglous and could he gpread by
clothing or rousehoid goods which had come In contact with a
discased person., The large controversy occurred over "lmper-
tation®" or "domegtic® origin of the fever, Both theories
existed in Delaware, Thege who adhered to the former thecry
belleved that the yellow fever waes imported by infected ships
or infected carriages; witi them contagion played & vital role,
Tose whe adhered to the latter theoory bellieved that the fever
arogze within the coanfines of the state and wes due to "noxicus
cdora”; with them the atmosphere piayed the vital role in
transcitting the fever, although contagion was not entirely
ruied cut, In tiese regpecta the people of Wilmington 4id
net nold views different from the people in ned ghboring states,
As Tar sy couwld be determined, the conduct of the inhabitants

of the Borough was no more abnormal than other citles in-




>4

filloted with the diseases A slight ccuparison might be
gained from a glimpse at the oonduct of people in Prniladelphla, §

In consequenge of Lilsg uddress made by the i
Coliege of Physicians of Philadeiphia, the bells ﬂ
w&re immediastely stopped from toliing. Tiils was T

& very expedient measure; as they had before been v;
kept pretty congtantly golag the whole day, sc as |
to terrify those in health, and drive the slck a3 ;
far as the infliueace of imagination could produce
that effect, to thelr graves. 4An ides had gone
abroad, thet the buring of fire in the streets
would have a tendency to purify tie air and ar-
rest the progreas of the discrder, The people
rad, therefore, almost every night large fires
Zighted at the corners of the streets, The 29th, o
tre mayor, conformebly wit:s the opinion of the i
College of Physlclans, published a8 proclamation :
forbldding this practice, 4s a substitute many rad
recourse to the firing of guns, which they ima-~
gined was a certaln preventive of the disorder, i
Thls was carried so far, and attended with such }

danger, that it was forbidden by an ordinance of
the mayor, (115)

A jcok at the medloaml profegsion in Delaware will
rovesl 8 group of nighly reapected physiclans. In an address i
by a doetor of Philadeipria the following is noted:

Trhe Listory of your state snows that it was
the third to recopnize the loportance of and to
egtablilish g state Hedleoal Society., This wag lnau-
gurated by 28 physioclans as early as 1789... The
first president was Dr. James Tilton. (115)

Fheling observed that:

A medical assoclation holds yearly mectings
wnare originel treatlses are read at Dover and
ﬁilmingten. It has also corresponding members
in Furope, 7Tiis aceliety offered in 1792 a prize
of §300 for the best treatise on the origin of
gwamp-fever in warm climabes, {(117)
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Seaauel Mlller refers to the same treatise;

~n 1795, the prectice of giving an innual
Urantion bafore that body (Hedica: Society of
Delawere) by one of its mexbers was introduced...
In the year 1792, the Nedleal Sosciety Jjust men~
tloned, smong other measures of lmproving medl-
cal sclence, and mellorating the state of their
profession, proposed as a prize guestion-="The
origin and nature of that noxlious powsr, wihich,
in hot and wolst regione, excites internitting
and renitting fevers, and the various distempers
whleh prevail durling the summer and sutuan in
such situatlions; the mode of correeting this
infeilocity of climatse; and the means of pra=- ,
venting and curing tie maiadies thereby induced,*{118)

Tilton mekes the followling reference to the treatlse:
The quastlon being congenisl with the prevall-

ing Inguiry relative to the nature of the alr we

broathe, exclted groat attention in Eurvpe, we

well a8 in America, Dortor F, Hiller gave a short

paper to prove that the vice of our atngsphere

pust consist of a positive rather than a negative

quelity.(119)

In Hay, 1800, Dr. John Vaughen was s<lected as a
corresponding wenber of the hcademy of Hedicine of Philedel-
pnia because of the high esteem with whileh that group heid
im, It will be recalled that Dr. Fdwsrd Aliler, one of the
edltors of Hedi€¢al Hepository, was formerliy of Delaware,
Then too, Delaware doctors were in oontimious correspondence
with members of thelr profession in neighboring states, thus
helping them to keap abreast of curreat medicsl knowledge,
Treir iigh esteem was not only merited because of thelr pro-
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ficlency in medicine but also becauso of thelr wanifestations
of kindness,

Distinotions as to cherity and self-denial are
sc mmnrous end zo patent throughout the medlcal
prefasszion that we have come to 1ook upon them as
noturml and necessary cuslifications of the physie-
clan, Your state's history 18 covered with glory
in this direction. Dr. Micholaes Hay in 1793, wel-
comed Lo kisg private house in your cliy tiose who
fled in terror fros Phiiadeliphia, and were dreaded
b7 your townspeople lest they should bring with
them that awful disecase, the yelliow fever, wrich
was hurrying hundreds to their last resting places,
ila example of unbocunded hcoapitalilty and fearless
love pauged kis fellow citizens to socon throw open
thelr nomes as refuges for the fugltives. How
strong is fate., In the great epidenic of 1798,
Dr. YWay dled in Philedelphis, a shining mark,
whose death was undoubtedly caused by hisg pere
sonal and wnflinching, stesdfast devotion to those
to whom he ministered, In 1802 Dr. Vaughan was
the cnly physician in Wilmington to fight tiis
fever, (120)

The dootors engaged in the game controversy rege-
pecting the origin of yellow fever as did the cltizens, This
rowesver, 1s not to say that they derived those views from the
cltlzens. Thelr knowledge was derivad from correspondence
with other physiclans, and the srperience chtained in the
yellow fevor epidemies, “Two of the better ltiown of the
Wilmington doctors gilve the following cpposing views on the
crigin of the fever in Wilmington. Dr. Tilton remarks:

That as cften as 1t hes made 1ts sppesrance

in the borough of Wilmingten, it has been impported,
from hiladelphla, Those whe fled from the city in

times of distress brought the contaglion, or infeg.
tion, &8 you may be pleaged to call it, in thelr
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rousehold furniture, as well =s thelr bedies,
and gpread the disease extensively amongst us,
There 18 no dlspute, bubt that & crowded
state of human soclely with varlious cther causes
nay generate malipnant fever of different orders; g
and Af I were to class the yellow fever, from all {
that has falien under my notliece, I shouwld rank it

witk camp hospital and Jall fever, rather than 1“
with the ordinary ondemies and epldemics of our I
country,. (121) ?

Dr. Veughan sums up lis cese for the oppcesing view

in the followlng mannsr:

I see no reasocn to suppose the insldious nelady .
vaa of foreign origin or specifically contsgious,. b
{n the contrary I am fimly lpopressed with the o
hellef, tiat 1t wes the endemic fevar of autumm
aggravated to & pestilential grade, by local filth,
and the troplcal stete of atmosphere, which appears ;
to have influenced the diseases of our country |
gince the memorable yesar 1793, Thig belief is
further predleated on the following facts and in-
ferences, In epldemical sate of atmosphere, fa-
vouring the ccourrence of ms.lignant fever, was
evinced by the usual premonitory forms of diseasge, ‘
Ayriads of mogquitce’'s infested the lower paris )
ef trhe tovm from July until frost, having sredusily L
diffused themselvng over the Borough in September, ’
The eldegt of ocur inhabltants, dc not recollect
tils ingeot being troublegome here, in say previous
soagcon, while the unenisous report of perscns from
the fenny ocuties of Kent, snd Sussex, the snmual
reunts of these winged pesta, wos, that they were
usually free of then.
Tre sources of norxiocus effiuvia in the sou=-
thern and {lat part of ftown was much increased.
A mmber of ecellarg were filled with water and
the gutters lowsred in some places &nd ralsed
in others, forming nwsorous depcsitories of filth,
Thege olrcumstances added tc the nuinance in King
Stroet sad reandered the alr af that quarter offen-
oive to the gmell in the daytime and doudbly at
night,
The fogs wirich collected during the evenings
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were suapended on the flats during the nlghest, :
graduaily becc ming wore compact in the mornings, i
and mostly pessed off in s dense cloud towards
the Delaware, betwoen seven and ten o'clock, !
This semi~-cirocult of fog was the seat of concen~ %
trated dlgease, %
The polsonous matter exciting the dlsease, :
was evidently a constituent part of the fogs. !“
tiany persons visited the infected area in clesay ;
waather and in the daytime, without injury, and ]
aevsral of the same perscons, contracted disease ;
by & single exposure in the night time, after ;
trhe fog mad collected. It is mlso remarkable !
gﬁst the diseage generally attacked in the night i
ine, i
Belileving that s proper sttention to the ;
Iinternal condition of this Borocugh and preserving ;
the adj)acent parshes in their pregent cultivetion, 'y
and iluprovement by mumerous drainsg would be the :
sur=st means, under 2rovidence of securing us
egainst a repetition of the calamity.(122

This thaory as presented by Veughan is closely akin
“to the theory held by Dr. Rush of Philadelphla, It was Dr.
Rush who presented the theory tihat the yellow fever was of
dosestic origin in the Philadelphia Epldemic of 1793, The
new theory was received with no 1ittle opposition. ZElgewhere,
partisularly in the gouth, the ssme opinion came to be held,
Dr. Rumay of Horth Cerolins in s lettor to Dr. Eiller in
Hew York says:

That the disputes sbout the origin of yeilow
fever, which have asgitated the northern states,
have nevepr exlsted in Charlaston., There 18 but
one plnicn among physiclians and inhabitents, and
that is, that the disease was nelther inmported
nor contagicus, This was the unanimous consent
of the wedical soclety.{123)
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Deectors Taylor and Hangford of Horfolk, Virginie,
racord that:

The yellow fever of 1800 in its malignant
ferm always originated on the banks of rivers or
on loW new made ground and in rouses bullt wn tre
docks., In ail cases 1t beging with strancers and
new settlers affecting everyone in proportion to
ris tize of resldence, and leaving the old inhae-
bitantg not wholly ﬂx“mpt, yet, proof against its
destroying powers, (124)

The Delapware dootors not only scught cut the oprigin x

and transmissicn of yellow fever but slsco sought for a ocure,
The ologe connection with Philadelphila in zil three epidemios
brought the Wilmington doetors in asscelatlon with Dr. Rush.
Eis treatment began with bleeding; scume patlents recovering |
after a single bleeding; others requiring the loss of as high
a8 one hundred ocunecas of hblood, Another common remedial
action was the intrcduction of mareuéy into the system., How=-
ever, hecause of the strong prejudlee against blood-letting,

Rush was prone to corbat the fever with mercury alone,(125)

Dr. Vaughan resorted to the use of purgatives, the
intorduction of mercury and the taking of blood; the latter
practice he used less wldely end received the {cllowling censure
from Rush: "I was much struck with your raelying upon the

state of the pulse to the exclusion of the state of the blood.”(126)

1
H

Dr. Munroe attested to the fact that ell the doce
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tors "cof established reputaticn® in Deliswere resor®d to the
use of moroury ia trhe treatment of the fevar, He also seys:

I have seen seversl ilnstencss where ten
graing of calomel, and fifteen of jalop, secomed
to earry off all the symptoms, when glven upon
the commencement of attack.{(127)

Dr. James Tilton prescribed the following:

When the fever is formed, mercury is of the
greategt lmportance, s0 ilong as any signs of an
inflammatory dlathegis remsin. This Saapsonian
remedy nhas the power of subdulng sll manner of
conteglon or infection that we are yet scqualnted
with..e The manner in which this remedy sets all
secretiong aficat, may serve In some measurcs bo
expialin 1ts beneficial offects, Uence it is that
in yellow fev=r, remitting or any other fever, if
we can only tcuch the patients mouth with mercury,
we regard hlm a8 safe,(128)

Dr, Bdward Hiller reiied on blood letting as soun
ag the fever reached the *"tone of sctive inflamation.® He
considered the appilecution of ccold water te the body, elther
by spoaging or emmorsing as "one of the vest powerful means
of dimlinishing excesgive amotion of tie sangulfercus system
in fevers.®™ e gums up rls case by saying:

Trat the principsl indicationg of prevention
and cure will be, l-to arrest the entrance of mias-
mata into any part of the system, but partioularly
into the stomach; 2-as much &8 peossible o dilute,
envelope and carry speedily thru the allmentary
caenal, all suck mlazmata as may unavoidably have
gained admittance into 1t; 3-at flrst the first
approach of morbhid sensations, to evacuate ss
gpredily and completely ss poasiblie, tne contents
of the stomasoh and intestines, And Letc sllay the
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violence of stlimuiztion, end; as far 28 posslible,
to punrd agsinst the consequence of 1t.{12%)

Dr, Stellwagon prulsed s new treatwent by Hiller and
ciaimed bthat he had
contributed largely te the successfui combaling
of intermittent and yollow fever by means of the ;
then novel renedy, peruvian bark, the alkoliol i
of which quinine, is today one of the most uni- |
varaaily and generally trusted remedieg of the i
Pharmacopoela, (1305 ' |
In this manner did the Delawars doctors respond to
tre task of eradicating tine yellow fever from Wilmington,
Thelr task as not & simple cone; thelr hopes were never truly
roeplized,; end nardship sad prejudice wers encountered by them |
at avery step, 1t is to their credit, howsver, that they did
not cease in their struggles; 1t is to thelr nonor that they
formed cne of the stepping stones to the inal conquering of

yellow fever,
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A 1ist of persong who died in the borough of #lle
oington in the yex;mw f epldenie of 1798 a5 found in
Delgwarse Eagts : sdyereliger, Delaware Gazette,
end Yilmington =

Laetitis Anderson Hsry Davis g;
totria inderson Filizebeth Dawson E
Somael Bertley Ann Develan %
Janes Hrach Jahn’&, Dobelbowar g
Jogeph Bilrd ie lia Dobelbower '
d11lian Booth Jameg Dotten

Ann Boyd Robert Douglas

Jomng Hoyer Thomas Duffield, & child X

Janm~g Bryan, died in country Hanoy Eden

Jokn Brown Lydie Erwin

Jotn Butler John Fieteier

Joan Carloll raonalh Foot

william Canby Marguret Foot

Jaremiah Crrter | Wiillem Foot

Hancy Cartwell reary Mulier

Rebecca Cstheriam June fuller

Tlizahetl Crhambers Abreham Gibbons

Hary Chapbers James Cllipin

Morthe Clark Janrs Glasco

Ann Clarke Ann Grahap

vartnha Clarke Jobn Hannon

Cornelius Crips Mmothy Hanson

Flizabeth Dale John hathway




Jarah Lendricks
4illiam Eolly
Reohert lood
dary rushandsg

., HU8DbANAS

hanma Irwin, mulatto
Cherlsg Jackson, black man
Mary Jeffries

Hary Johnson

Captain Tbenezer Jones, iy country
Proebe Jones, milatto
Hachael lLake

George laughy

Jameg lea, senior
John Laforge

Jorm Liddlie

tdward H'Cafkey
Alexander ii'Cally
Hobert #H'Couily

Jarmes ({'Cave's cniid
Ylizabetk 1 'Clary
hanneh H'Ciary

Jokn H'Clary

Fleazer #'Conmb, Taq,
Thomas H'Combs, a bory
Jamesa i'Cullough

Jamy H'Doneld

John Perguson «'Elwee, g boy

sary B'GLli, & cnild
Lenry riGrath
Catrerine ¥ Gulre
Michael H'Gwyn
William H'Lane

Ann K'night

Daniel HeXinley

Peter Pagrath

John Hertin, 4ied in country

Flizebheth #iller
tecrge Miller
Janmes Hillsp
Jane Miller

sJeorge ilis

heslet ilonro

ﬁﬁﬁ&éea,ﬁoafe, a ohild
flary Horrison

nenry Hyers

Lydia Mlce

James Olden

Captain Jameg Oliver
fiary Oliver, & child
Jozepl Uwens

Ann Oxford




P =

Jogeph Palmer

James Patterson

iary Plerce

inn Portor

Jomn Reighte~r

sarsi: Reynolds

John Rice

Captain HNichclas Hichardson
John Dawson Roberta
John Robinson

Abrahan Rogers, country
Flizabeth Savin

Jacob 3ellers

Cathoerine Shreeves
Agnss Slane

Ann Salth

Jane 3mith

Sam Smith

Fitzabeth 3psein

George Gpalin

Fenry 3pain

Flizabeth steel

¥ililam S5tilley's infant
Catherine Stimmel

Arpn Summerbile

James Summerbile

Arn cummervillie
James Tatnal, junior
Thomas Tetnal
Catherine Tayior
Hary Taylor
Susannah Taylor
Widow Thare

Lydie Tilton

Saral: Torton

Hiel Vslentine, & black man
ary wWallace

James Wallsce
Josenh YWallace
Willlam walliaoe
Flizabeth Way
Thomas White
Wililam ¥ilson
Admund Winterbotham
Yenjamin Ifsrnall
Sarah Young

A Blaok cnild
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A 1ist of oersons who died in the borough of Wile
mlngton in the yellow fever epidemic of 1802 as found in 4

Concise L

of the Autumna Fevepr ia Milmineton 1802 by

John Vaug}an. The ilst covers tie pﬂriod from tre first of
Septemher to the second ¢f Hovember and inciudes twenty

nanes of persons who died fraom causes other than yellow fever,
it 18 regretful but tlere is no way to distingulish the latter
groeup frou those who succumbed to the fever,

Johnacn Uwens

Thonas Husgrove, a child
tary Drown

Hordecal Cloud

Ann bedley

Pater Lowtrer; a child
Lannal: Robinson

¥ary Bates.

Penelope Days

—_— Sweetapple, a child
fannan swayne

Father Warner

Abnar Dieckinson

Ann Jackson

Ievinie Witsal, a child
Wife of W, Preston
tigry Reynolds
Willlam Preston
saran Thompson
Ruth Aldsrdice

R, Fenwiock's ohild

Fary Smith

Egther Carpenter
Walter Cumminsg

John Hadley's child
Josgiag Coolen
Christian Beurman
Aphonso Alderdice
Williem Thompson

E, Joice, & chiid
samuel Husgrove
Elizabeth Springer
Eilze Ring

Phebe Fendenhall

Ann Catherwood

Andrew Cgotherwood
Hachel Peterson
Joseph Burton, a child
Isaac Stevenson's child
Ann Thonpson

Thomas lusgrove

fhebe Jordan




William dharp

John kervey's eci1ld
John Armstrong's ertld
Jam=s ¥'iinn

Ydward Smith

Cleland Soyd

Fdward Carpenter

i.ydle “ermer

¥lizabet: Blays, Jr.
Linahk Lindmen

susanna Kawn

 ¥lihu Chandler

Lydia Veilet
Samuel Whitaker
Hergaret Kean
Saranh hartley
Thomas Clerke
James Brown
saral Webb
Suganna endall
¥1iiiam Hawkins
Hrs. Bodiil's ecnhild
Rebecca Taylor
tatty Sutton
sarsh Brian

Henassah Scantling

Jonas Alrichs

John liogg

tary Janvier

Cleland Beyd, a ohild
Sarar Kean

henrietta Gairy

Jorn Hartin

Peter Young (stranger)
Trhomas Kean, Esq,
Llizahetl: Biays, Senior
Wilson Kendai.l

Wiliien Shersr

James Lmith's ehild
BFannal harlan

John Ferris

Denlel Morrison
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