




























































































































th~ ~ople on board cont1nu.1ng all in good nt-,,althp 
and the cargo in a sound con41t1011, I am ws.rrented 
to ocnclude that th~1 are fref'!: fron1 any contagion 
or 1nf.,ct1ous disease. T11e vessel is thereto.re 
}'lf•rm1 tt~d to enter ttJ.-, port ot Wilmington. Signed: 
F:o A. Sm1tl. 0>:Jal th vfficer) • 

This 1s to oert1ty tllat w~ have examined the 
Eliza, Thc;,mas l~unt, iflS.ster. and flnd she has been 
wPll cleansed; and that th~ cargo sto~ is 1n good 
ord~r and was landed tlie 28th of June. 31gned: 
John Warn~r and Jara~s li~ph1ll. 

The subscribers certify, t.r41t tile Eliza, Cap­
tain fiu.nt, which arrived h~re rrom ?ort Republican 
on th~ 26th ot June, 1802, was an ado1rably oloan 
vesAel. She was hov~ down, couJplPt&ly ov~rha\lled 
and oaulkftd and in our bel iet thoroughly cleansed. 
It may b~ remarlu,d that ttie carpenters who worked 
on ber., were pert~tly healthy-. and tt&t the sub­
soribera and J1J6I1Y other citizens went on board or 
her. frequAntly. w1 thm1t f;-1at and without con­
tracting d1s~as~. Signed: Jwaes Brobson; J.llP.n 
M<",LanP: 'f:dward. Worrfltll : J osr~ua s(lllal. ( ?4) 

S? 

By these documents ·it appeared that the Eliza arrived 

1n Wilmington and after due exma1nat1on wns allowed to enter., 

Srle discharged her cargo et tl'ie wharf of Seal Hays and Co. y 

was almost 4'nt1rely ov"rhauled, and frequently v1s1ted, with­

out oommun1cnt1ng d1SP.8SA to ~on4'c Sl'.te evidently oompJ_1ed 

with the quarantine per1od or tifto~n days and then set sail 

for Ph1ladt1!lpL1a. whPre ahe arrived on or around the f'ourte~nth 

day of July--t.t lapse of tt1rty days aft~r l:~r dcpnrture front 

st. Domingo. ThP Bonni cf 1:~Hl th in Wil~ington tt~u.s 1iiiBU~d 

tLP a'hov~ r~ports to oonf1rrJ the int~grity end tl'~oroughness 

of its port orr101~1a. 

1"hn acknowledgment by Philadelphia nAWapapen 't.hat 
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that the yellow rever was prevel.ent thAre bro\.lgh a quick re­

sponse from the Wilaington authorities. On August 24, the 

tollow1ng notice apueare·d 1n the qagsztte: 
Wherftas the Burgesses and ass1atants of the 

Borough ot W1lm1ngton bave received information 
of the ex1etence and prevalence ot an 1nfect1ou.a 
and contagious disease 1n the city of Philadelphia; 
and as an unreatr1ote4 intercourse between the said 
place and this Borough may prove 1nJurious to tb.e 
health or the o1t1zens end 1Dhabitanta thereot-­
we have therefore, by and with tbe adv1oe ot tbe 
Health Otfioers or thft said Borough, thought pro­
per to order and d1reot t.hat no ship or vessel, 
bound from or that may have touobe4 at the said 
1nfeot~d place, shall from and after t.be pu.bl1-
oat1on hereof• be brought or approach nearer to 
the said Borougli than th~ mouth of the Chr1st1.ana 
creek; And we do forbid any lJ'rson l.anding or 
b~ing landed, or any goods or merot~ise being 
landed, or unlad~..n from on board auoh ship or 
vessel, untU the said s~1p or vessel shall have 
performed suoh querant1ne, and obtH~rved such 
otlier cautionary measures as tt;.e sa1d burgesses 
and ass1stanta w1ti1 the advice and consent ot 
the heal.th officer, ahal.l prescribe and enJo1n ••• 

And be it further enacted by the auttioritJ 
aforesaid, That it' any ship or veasft..l sball be 
brought w1th1n th~ ~apeot1ve distance aforesaid, 
or goods landed from such ship or veasel 1n 
contravention of the provisions of this aot ••• 
sha+l reapeot«tully forteit and pay the penalty· 
of SSOO each.(?S) 

boweT~r, quarantine laws, both tor- wat~r and land 

trav~l, did not p!"'vent the appearance of yellow fever 1n 

Wilmington. Im~.t!l,(fl~tely there arose the ol4 controversy-­

wl:fitther the disease was 1mported or t,ad originated ln the 

Borougb. Thia t1mtt tbe evidence was r10:re reatr1ct~d and 1BP.n 

could point w1tl.. asaurance--so they thought--to the sole ori-
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g1nator of t)1fl t"tY1'r 1n Wilmington. The tollowlng 1s from 

a lt=ttt@r by Dr. E. A. 5m1th, n ph7a1c1an 1n Wilmington: 

After the fttYflltr 1n Philadelphia had produced 
al.arm here. a Board or health was instituted and 
a penalty annexed against p~rsona coming rroa 
Philadelphia without examination. Capt. Bush's 
packet a; tho v~ry instant arrived witb passengers 
without examination. Jtmt Davidsen, whose parfk..nts 
l1Yffd in an alley near to Chr1st1ana creek, 1n a 
small frame- hou.se, 1n a thickly populat"d part 
ot the borough, oame 1n t.be above packet to her 
~athe.r• a house. Some ~JlYS later, an 1napeo~1ng 
committee fro• the genAral Board or h~alth, r:~ar­
ing she wa.a unwell, applied to me to v1s1t her. 
and make a r"port or her oasf'. which I did and 
reported her d1aease to b~ or a contagious na­
ture, and 1n •T eatlmat1on s1m1lar to the fever 
then prevailing 111 Philadelphia. and to the fever 
so fatal to tt;.1a place in 1798, however differing 
in degrP-P., and va171ng 1n aotHt symptoms. yet the 
sarae 1n k1Dfl, w1th a re,mark, that there was no 
:,etnr in wt11oh 1t bad appetared but w.ht1t it as­
sumed some.wtiet diff~rent reaturea, but Jf"t with 
suff1c1ent o.haracter1st1o marks to d1stingu1eh 
1t from PV(J-ry other k1nd--d1ffftr1ng rMteriall7 
from our usual autu.mnal fevers. My report was., 
howPvPr, oontrad1cted by other pr;7siclans. I 
tt~en conf1rmnd my former report. She was how­
~ver p~rmitt~d to remain, and shortly after. 
aev~rsl pel."aons on ~itbPr side or her, and in 
that nP1ghborhood, vP.rA a1ezed •1th a similar 
ff!ver and died ""ry speedily, wh.ioh made it 
npprar as clAar to me as the day, that she 1ntro­
duoed tl"ie oontag1on. I was E'!&rly infected by at­
tending 1n the complaint. My .house waa remotely 
situated from the supposed atmosphere- ot mal.ig-­
nano7 on bigh ground, thinly settled. large, 
roomy end Glean, in a pure atmosphere, neverthe­
less my wife caught the fever 1.n her attendance 
on m~, and my oldest son in auocesa1on--my other 
oh ildrfl'n were ln th6 country. It tiowever did not 
sp~ad 1n 117 neighborhood. fV w1f e having taken 
1t from me. proves 1t beyond contradiotlon oonta­
glous, as th,,re was no ot.t~er posa1bl~ way of 1ts 
being commun1catAd to )·;er. (76} 

**·~i't*it*******<&Ht***** 
76 w. Currie, F@QkS ~ 01u1er,:at4Qlll, Po appendix ~-



The Boord or Bee.1th 1ssuPd a notice containing a 

similar view: 

In consequence or the disease existing 1n 
?r.iladelphla, the police of tbls place did, on the 
5th day or J\ugust publish e prool&iat1cn, gl"eatly 
restricting the 1nterocu.rae w1t1~ that c1t7-op­
pee.rances becoming more tavoreble, the said po-
11oe authorized tt..1s Board to mitigate, er annul 
thA penalties o'f' tl:at proclamation, 1f with the 
advice or t.te healtt. otf1oer, it should appear to 
tr~em, Just and proper. '!'he Board did accordingly 
und~r certain regulet1ons, open anew the- comm.u.n1-
cnt1on with sa1d city. 

On tl:e l.5tii of August the heal th of f1cer re­
ported to the Board 1 that Ann DaY1dson who had 
arr1vPd from ?h1ladelph1a tl'!.e day of the publica­
tion of thfll' lete proclamation was 111 of a fcvf'!r. 
wn1oh hP b.,l.1tDVed to be thf'! ae.m" as that wt1ch was 
said to P-'Jf1st 1n ?h!ladelphia ••• The woman, however, 
r~ooverrd, and ret1red. into th~ oountry. 

On the Stt of dPpt~ber th@ Botlrd summonfld to 
m~Pt at two o 1 olook, P.M. They we~ th~n 1nfo~d 
that thP r~vf!'r had, 1n Ph1lad~lph1a, assumed a 
more alarming apptanrnnee-that through the means, 
wl· 1oh even a rPgulnr !nt~rcours~ pemitted, mPJ1¥ 
persons had introduo~d themsel•~• in a olendes­
tine ma.nn~r. and that a. few ottv~rs ti.a..d openl7 
d1s:regard..-d the rl4~a on strangers: the Board 
had informatir)n that from tl:e house adJo1n1ng 
that where Davidson had heen s1ok. a child was 
bur1~d the preceding evPn1ng; thtit 1n the house 
adjoining Davidson's on tbe othf:'r side, a woman 
had, tl'iat day, died suddenly; that 1n a house 
nearly adJoln1ng tt:P latter, another woman d1ed 
nnd was buried tl)e preceding evening; end th&t 
rour or t1ve other cases were known to exist 
wi tliin a.bout f1tt1 yards or Davidsen• a house­
end all this when the rest of the town was known 
to enjoy its usaal health ••• 

It may be further observed, that the motlier 
or _Ann Devidac)n wr~c on recovery or her daughter0 
ret,1red wi t.t her into the countrJ, 1s now ill w1 ttl 
tt.e Battle omapla1nt. { 77 l 

lJnd~r th1a pressure of evide-nce, tlie Board rescinded 
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all regulntlcns t'ac.111tating the tnterccurse w1 th ?tiile.del phi&., 

and took adequate m~asures tor tlie intflrnal ser et7 of the­

Borough. The mombers (78) ot the Board cautioned the citi­

zens to rernove the reve:t,.-rldd.en pat1rmtn f'ron the healthy pa­

tients. . Some of the .?h1ladelph1a reri,.i.gr~a had to ~main 1n 

quarant1nf!' for n period or at least t~n days; others Wf're ad­

rn1ttPd upon submitting satisfactory evid~ncf'! that they had 

trance fl!'nt1r~ly. Domestic rt"!gula tinns wPr~ p~scribed by the 

Board. but, aeoord1ng to Vaughan, hardly any Wf!!r~ fulfilled. 

ThP month er August pess~d with l1ttlP cause for 

alarm.. ".1:'hf' cose ot Ann Davidson ort-latod th~ greatest problem 

as s.t:e rf's1dPd. in th~ more populated pert of th~ town. With 

th1s part ct tt:e town lat('?r becnm" th~ center of the ep1dem1c, 

it night h~ trnll to e~pla.1n 1n rnorf' deta1l the stre~t plan or 
'tt.1e ..1..owf)r pert of H1lm1ngton. 

Wilmington 1s seated en a hill ot 109 feet 
elevation; tt~e more compact part or tl:e town 1s 
on thr. souttwestern decl1v1ty, bounded by the waters 
or tl~~ Chr1at1ana, and 1ntorsr-oted by streP.'tS at 
right angles, running nearly nortt, and south from 
th~ Br::.m.dyw1n~ to the Christ1ana, and east and 
WPst from ttr: flats bordering <,..,n the Delaware to 
A range of hills :forming the wP-stern margin. ~e 
central and pr1nc1pel stre,=-.,t 1n population and 
trade 1s Market Strt'!eta running north and south 

**************** ..... 
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and K1ng Stre~t, Frenoh Street, and Walnut Street, 
ln pa.rallel l1nes on the aoutb.Prn side; inter­
sected by Water Street, Front StreAt, Se():)n4 
Stre~t, Third Strei1t, etc., rwm1ng parallel w1 th 
the Christiana. fl'be latter dflsor1bed d1atr1ct, 
soutl:: or MarkPt and T-111rd Streets, beomae the 
pr1no1ple seat of the d1sea£.e. 

King Strer~t 1s contracted to the 11m1ts of a 
common all'-'7 from s~cond Street to the Christiana, 
and midway between Jecond and Front St~ets are 
two old wooden buildings,. one of which was occu­
pied by 1'-lomes Dev1daon {fat.her ot Am\ David.son) 
and th~ oth~r b1 J'ohn Hadley. The latter bad tor 
aom~ time mouldered under the hand of time; the 
roof, w~atnar boarding and rloor1ng wer~ partly 
destroyed, and the whole condemned to be unworthy 
or repair. The oel.lar of this miserable dwelling 
was constantly full ot water (wh1oh ma.de its lf&Y 
thru to Da.v1dsor1' s c~llart and was the common r~­
oeptaole or every species of ru th. Th1s neat of 
noxious effluvia, was orrens1ve to the whole 
neighbor.hood fro■ tbA beginning of August; was 
dally complained of by t~e nft1ghbors and reported 
to the police es a public nuisance, and condemned 
as suob--bu.t not rAmoved.t?9) 

B~fore exam1n1ng the rlse and spread of the fevffr 

1n W1lm1ngton, the controversial question or t.be domestic or 

foreign origin of Y"llow fnvnr at:,ou.ld be discussed. One can 

nasily 1mag1ne the p4'oplf\' of a coastal port, wh1ch il&.s,be~n 

infleot~d with yellow fever, associating the or1g1n of tt~at 

d1seasE- with t.hft various assortment of foreign ships docking 

at th~ port. In tact, one ot the 'haa~a upon wtloh thP theory 

or forfl1gn origin ::rested was t.hat, once admitted., tJ:1e d1aP,,ase 

could not spread 1n any uniform suoo~ssion to any inland town 

or plaoP, but was generally confined to seaport towns. The 
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onl.7 by mattPr secreted by a diseased body. Furthermore, it 

was bPliovPd that the ff,1'er could not exist in this country 

unll=fSS sp~c1r10 matter wua 1mportf$d from abroad by means or 
sick 1~opla, their oloth1r,_g, or any other substance wh1ch 

ea.me 1n contact with the sick person. 

On the oth~r hand, the advocates or domest1o origin 

aont,.,nd.ed that yellow fever might originate 1n en, town or 

place suff1o1entl7contam1nated by the •aerial products of 

pu.tr1f1oat1on 1.n the autumnal season." They felt. that this 

was espec1all7 true 1f t11e s~ason was or a tropical nature. 

as was tte oese in 1802 1n w11r~1.ngton. i'hey admitted ttlst the 

disease rJ.ght be 1m.pc)rted, eo tar as any ship had the disease 

aboard, but they denied t:hat such a ship oould oooanion an 

ep1dflm1o 1n any port thru. or by tt1f') oowaun1eiition ot any oun­

tagious matter. They admitted turth~r that a healthy µerson 

going on bonrd a filthy or infected ship might oontaot the 

disease but that tt)1S l)flr&on could not oommun1oat" the- d1sPase. 

Th~ only way for the disease to b" prope.gat~d be7ond thfl' or1-

g1:na1 spl~~r~ or 1nft~ct1on was tor a new scurcft of 1nfeot1on 

to ar1s~, and ttat only to b~ oa...is~d by tt.e locnl filth and· 

a want of VP.nt1le.t1on. 

Dr. Vaughan quotes an fl'l.xtraot from the M1tA,1gal 

Ren2211tor1, conot~rning this gt=,neral question ef the 1mporta­

t1on of yellow raver. This extract follows because from it 

Dr. Vaughan draws hls oonelusions about trH, character of the 



The t:::rm importation 1s amb1gu1nus and per~ 
plex1ng in its appl1cF<tlon to dlseeses. SoorceJ..7 
t,n-1nstance can b~ adduePd, 1n a.ll tte ocmpass of 
1anguage. wh:~•re Lore n,istakPs had arisen from the 
misunderstanding and m1sappl1&1t1on ot a single 
word. Trie t."leroantile u_se of it is, lndef,d, wel1 
ii:4derstnod; and, wl-en Preployed to express the 
bringing of art-icles of merchandl.s@ lnto a country 
from abroad, 1n bulk, 1t s~em.s scarcely J..1able 
to bP. m1stak~n. But a ton<--nt'a cons1derat1cn will 
satisfy us that ti.is sPnse or the word will not 
F.ipply to tte 1ntrcd_uct1cn of th'-" dla~ase in ques­
tion. .As c.xampl~s or the aab1gu.1ty of th1a tarm, 
ln re?Spf':Ct or tte or1g1.n of yP-llow f~Vr!r, w~ shall 
briefly not1oe smne of the various senses 1n wnioh 
lt i-.as h~~::?1 us~d bv d1.fff'l!rPnt 1'f~rsons. 

1- Is the yPliow ff',lver 1mported from the \.Jest 
!niUr .. s by a·· enrrtlnued. propagation of ocntag1on from 
on,,. "'V:1~0n to anoth~r 1n suooeas1on, or by a lodg­
ment (Jf suol: oc:ntaglous matter, or1g1nally d~r1ved 
fror~ tre bod1,,.s of P"raons 111 ot that disease• 1n 
c"rtn!.n substanc~s ade.pted to ~o~1•~, :N"tn1n, and 
art~t'W.ard.s ti!:!'f11se it, as in the case ot sm:all-pox 
and mee.sl~s? In our op1ni<)n tL1s cannot be admit­
tAd--bAcause that disease, aooord1ng to th". beat 
aut11o_M. ti~s, 1a not contagious tn the West Indies-­
b~oause 1t 1s not prAtendf,\d to be generally oon­
tav:1cus 1n tJ. !s country, b~yond certain loeal 
ranges of air contamlnatt,d,by other causas--beoaus~ 
mult1tut1~s tskt':' the d1sr~ase in our cities wr:o n~ver 
approached the siek o:r vessels l)Oint~d <>U.t as th~ 
souroe--b,eoaus~ mult1tudf'~fl ~pp1~aoh tl1e sick and 

, p~rform ttvery ?'f'qu1s1te offioe tor them witriout 
i.nfeot1on--b~o.uuse the disease is found to prevail 
1n parts ot our ccuntry not visited by persons 
rrcr.; th~ '-'1Ast Ind1t1s, and 1r111oceAs1ble to-s~a ves­
sels--and because 1t yields ap~~dlly to frost. It 
1s sur~ly woudHrtu.l that tL1s speoit1c oontag1rrn 
or yellow fevf1r contendf'd ror, so subtile as to 
lu1~k 1n t.hf" most unpercei Vf!d and unsuspected plaoes, 
and so v1rule11t as sometimes. to onuse d~ath in a 
ff,w hours should yet n"~v~r produce t-he prevalence 
ot tt,, disease in oth{~r o1t1~s of tbe United StatAs 
but just at that t1mP whrm domestic miasma.ta nre 
r~xal t~d by th~ season to the highest point of forcf't,, 
and tt_ut, prec1s~ly l1kP. such m1asmata, 1t should 
1mmed1atnly y1Pld to frost. l'ltese oircumstanc"s, 
as w~ bPl1~ve, do not apply to any disease ot ape­
o1f1c oontag1on h1t.r:nrto lmown; but th~y fom only 



a small })flrt of our object1ons to thin mode ot 
1mportat1on. 

2- Ia thPr yellow fevnr imported into this 
country by br1ng111,:; across t,t:.e ooean a qu.a11t1t1 of 
tii'71 pPcul1ar air of the West I11.d1es, wt.lob cscapPd 
from th~ holds of vessels while the cargo 1s d1a­
c,r:arg1ng at the wl,arM Th1s opinion is too absurd 
to stand in the :need or refutation. Mo,1.e but an 
air tight Vflasf-l oould for su.011 a t1me, end with 
so mucti mot1on, oonf'1nP. a portion ot atmosph~r1cal 
air receiv~d into 1ts hol.d. 

3- Is th~ yellow fever imported b:, the gen~ra­
t1on or noxious vapors ar1s1ng tram neglect ot 
o1Prtnl1n.~ss end v~nt1lat1on, and from the long ac­
cumulation of d~ad animal and v~getable mettPr, 
r~nd~r~d :?.>Utr1d by h~at and ruo1sturP. on boerd the 
v~ss~ls tradlng to and :from tb4' Wftst Indi~s, "fh1s 
mode f'\f lmport,1t1cn, 1f' 1t CP.n w1tr, any propriety 
b~ cnl 1 ~d ao, w~ b~l 11;::.ve to b~ som~timfuJ a feet. 
W,;, ")e11eTflt th.et this d1s~an'1!' is oocas1onally 
tak~n. by r~cPiTlng tr;e ~xhalat1ons ot such a f1ltt:y 
and ncl.tr1d ship but w~ ar~ co11f1d"nt at the same 
time, t},.,at tl:~se exhalations d1ffi,r not r!B t~r1nll7 
from suet: aa tlre em1tt~d from th~ docks and sewers, 
i;nd rPHn:, ctt';Er local sources of putr1d1ty wb1ch 
abound 1n cur cities. 

And w~ ai-A equally conftdent thnt such exhala­
t1nns from ships can never produoP an ep1dPm1c of 
ttt~ d1snaaP., w1 thout the oonaurrence and aid of 
m1asrnata from otllt1r souroes, for the purpose of 
d1ffus1ng the po1aon. But how 1s tbe term 1mpor­
tat1on eppl1~d to this sort ot noxious power"l 
1a it bAceuse 1t 1a an eeo1dent or oont1ng~ncy 
which may takf'. pla.oe 1n a ship? If a ship hail 
never gone to aea, but had remained at a wtart from 
the moment lf launoti1ng shii i:11ght, at1ll collect 
a mass or putrid matters, and thereby become a 
source or disease. We .hav6 no qu.cirr9l with the ~ 

·word 1mportat1on 1t it be used to express this 
aoc1donta.l oeou.rrencr in shlps trnding w1th th~ 
WF!st Ind1~s, and it 1t l~ad :::10 person into P-rror. 
But WP contend that. w1t1. the sruae propriety 
many other ,mfortune.te iico1dents occur1ng at 
sea, such as th~ devastation ot storms, the da­
mages of O?.rgooa, end thfl' m1s~r1ee of famtne, 
might all b~ denominated 1mport~d evil. 

The advooatP,s of the domestic or1gln of ·this 
d.ia~as~ nrP of tPn cmll~d upon to .-xpla1n the roore 
frequent ocourMnoea or it w1th1n a fft:w yPars past; 
s1noe hF,-.r~, f1lth, and putridity, for a long t1me, 
and 1n somP- 1nstanc~s, mo~ rPmarkabl7 1n former 
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times tban latel7, have cbaracter1zed the o1t1ea 
or America. But only a moment's ref1Aot1on will 
be r~~qu.1.site to perce1ve, tt1at tbe doetr1ne of 
importation w1l.l by no means rel1eve this d1ff1-
oul t1. As the yellow feyer has constantly, more 
or les.;';i, prevailed in the t~lgher latitudes. tor 
more than a century past, and as our intercourse 
w1tt~ tbose islands t~aa been subject to little 
interruption within that period, wb7 has 1t not 
be~n imported, and rendeMd epidemic ev~ry year? 
In the rrtalignancy of reef\..nt Rp1demios to a pe­
cul 1ar, tho unknown, morbid oonst1tut1on of the 
atmosphere; an ocourrenoe wt:1ch the history of 
disease 1n all ages, and 1n all regions or the 
globe ls ·round incontrovertibly to attest, and 
which 1s observed to retu.rn and prevail or un­
PquaJ. and 1ndetln1te p~r1od.s.(80) 

Dr. Vaughan oonoluded that the probl.em centered 

1tselt not so muc.B. around the question of 1mportat1on but 

around the two words. contagion and 1nfeot1on. Per clarit7 

and understanding, or. Vaughan's def1n1t1on of the two terms 

follows: 

87 tne term oontag1on, is now miderstood, an 
inherent and ~ssent1al quality of a disease, ne­
eeaaar1ly existing and emanating from a diseased 
body, end arteet1ng persona e~poaed to 1ts 1n­
r1uenoe, wltt a pp,oul1ar disease, as the small 
pox or -measles. 

By infection, 1a meant, an e.erirorm substance 
a.rising 1nd1.sorlm1nately from eny source of putr1-
fact1on, and c8pable ot exciting tever 1n persons 
expos~d to its 1mm~d1ate aot1on.(8l) 

In the former case, persona might be lnfeotf!d bV 

oontaat w1ti'; a diseased bcdy, or with me,teriala PNV1oual7 

contaniinated v1tt-~ th~ apec1f1o poison. In tho latter 08.SP, 

diseasf' 1s only contracted w1th1n the original range of in-
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r~ctlon. Th~ ~rreots of the r~ver a.pp0ared to be al1ke whether 

on land or on sPa, •proportioned 1n de~ to the oaua~s which 

gaVF,- them birth.• 'fh~. influence ot the seasons 1n limiting 

or e,l{tPnding thP. range ot 1nt~otion was oonsldered remarkable. 

The f~v,'!r could be either spomd1o or epidemic 1n a given 

pl.ace "in proportion to the state or the season;• and 1t wan 

observed tl:.at frost in Atrier1ea and the hurricanes in the 

Wf'st Ind1es arreat~d the devastations or the disease. 

Since the wharves and the water front were the a1te 

of much of tl"i~ d1Sf?&.se, economic factors entered irany of the 

dl.acusalons ot ttie feT'!r. It was, on the onA l~a.nd, teld tlllft 

if thP- cl0t1~at10 theory h,,. ad.mitt~d, tllen the sea port towns 

would be ru.lned and trade paral1zed. On the other hand, if 

the doctrine of contagion were held. then 1t appeared that 

no matter how otringent tt~e quarantine laws might be, still 

tt.~r~ would bf!\ thP ohanoe of an article or poisoned clothing 

passing th.cf officials; both th1•ough l~gal means and tl1rough 

aauggl1ng. Drjil Vaughe.n greatly f"avou?¥>d the. argwaf-nt tor th,:, 

domestic origin of th~ r~ver, and contended tbat 1f th~ same 

werfl! held by the l~g1slators and police officials, tt.it?-re would 

ot loest ~ the ~akelihood or guarding the people from the 

peat1l~nt1nl grade of fP.vnr by haY1ng the local and n::ore ob­

vious signs of f1lth removed. He sa1d: 

l"m-rever, be tt.e ~eal1ty as it may, enwrapp~d f!S 
1t 1s 1n the maz~s of conflicting opinions, all 
persona charged with thP municipal regalat1ona of 
our o1t1~a. and town.s,. should b.,ar 1n mind the com­
men cause of m1aoh1~t--1oeo it 1s agre~d, that 



local fil.th may aggravate, 1r not originate, pea­
t1lft?lt1al fever. And lf the door ot commercial 
entry be closed, let the local sources or ..-vi1.~ bf! 
eradicated also; tl~"n, ti~, ex,par1"nce, and t!'.1E; 
exero1sA or liberality ot op1n1on, ee7 settl~ the 
important controv1'rs7. ( 82) -

l,nd 1n another place Dr. Vnu.gt .. an says: 

Ir the utmost v1g1lano@ towards ttte source 
of imports will not secure us from the ioalam1 ty, 
is 1ti not l..1gh time tl:e counter experillent were 
rr.ad~, and every source of domestic ev1l be era­
dioHted? (8)) 

In a l~tter to Dr. Rush of ?h1ladelph1a, Vaughan 

repeated Lis vif?WS on the local origin and its necessary asso­

c1at1on w1tt. looal tilth: 

You nust not expect a respit~ in your labors 
-,~'" - wh11A quarantine laws are i-egarded aa barri~rs 

agalnat ~st1l~ncfl\, or whil~ the s~eds of pF!st1-
lence are foatered int.he holds of ships unt1l 
ma.tured by 15 or 20 <lays, and nurtured in tile 
autuanal a~aacn--or w.hil~ tbfl t1ltll1 alleys and 
cnnal depots of c1t1~s a.re overlookfld by our po­
lice as harmlesa 1n th~ teleacop1o researches 
after forf:'1gn contag1on.(84) 

Dr. F.. A. Smith, port pbys1o1an or Wilmington. states 

ii1w v1ews for 1mportet1cn: 

I bel1t~v~ th~ oontHg1ous ff!Vfl!r wt:.ict1. f:'.Xlsted 
hPre this -season, and nvery preceding one, was 
import~d from ?h1ladelph1a, wh1cl: from being tiealth 
off1oer ot this port, I had a good Chance at know-
111g, aa we nev~r tad the same speo1ed of disease, 
but wh~n it r,reva1led 1n Philadelphia, aitrmugb the 
snmc s uro~ or putr1fact1on, with a state of tbe 
atmosphere, more congenial to the propagation ot 
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tl'ie disease, has prev-ailed at other seasons.- when 
no auch d1S88.SA we.a propagated. The Indiana rewark 
of the s11e.ll pox, that 1t was never known amongst 
thqm until t.te white people brought 1t 1n a s.r.J.p, 
I believe, wou.ld well apply to the tever improper­
ly df:}llOminated yellow, whloh I am Vt"r11.y pArsua.ded 
would not now be known 1n ou.r country, had. 1t not 
b~~n 1mport~d from the West Indics.(85) 

'l'he beg1nt11ng of .j~ptem.ber brought a marked increase 

1n thf:, nurnber of perscns 111 w1ti: tht-: r~ver. By thA fourth 

a-nd fiftl. of tte montii, t'our death,s had occurred. 1?.hey were 

Thomas E'lusgrove' s child, J. liadlP.y' s wife, n hired girl 1n 

thP family of Ceptain ~.at--th1s girl had m1grated rron1 Phila­

delphia between four and riv~ wet."ks befor~ her d,eeth; bf'r 

symptoms were chills and fever, dysentery, dftleriwn, end no 

vomiting, hemorrhage or other malignant syarptoms--and Morde­

oal Cloud, wt:o di~d at his hom~ on the north corner of King 

and Seoond Streetso The latter's symptoms had been. chills 

and fever, sickness 1n the stomach,. w~ariness and drows1n~s;::, 

and vomiting of a dark colored matter Just betor~ d~tatho 

Alarm now became more gf.tneral~ and on further in­

quiry, sev~ral other easfto or tlie disease weN found 1n the 

lower J)i1rt of the towno !;an:na.h Robinson, at the nortli corner 

-or K1ng nnd Front StN'ets~ died on Septemb~r 9th; I.ewia Brown, 

at the oo.rner of Second and Walnut streets, reoov1-1red aftP-r 

nn 1lln~ss of tPn days; Mrso D,.y, on Second near Walnut St~et, 

died on SeptP-mb~r 11 tti; SamuPl Bush's family, on s~ocnd at trie 
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east corner of King Street, became ill; Hrs. Jackson, bP.tween 

King and Prench Strnets on ;:ieccnd, died on September 14; 

Elias De.le, on ?ront near Market Street, beoame sick and then 

recovered; and R. hag1n's son. on Thorn Street west ot King 

Stro,!t, was attacked and lat~r recovered. (86) 

The most unfavorable- location was below s~cond and 

King i:.itre.-:t, a small alley lying betw~en stables an4 04'llars 

of stagnant water. It was 1n th1a v1c1111ty that Dr. E. Smith 

discovered the first oas~ of yellow rever, nnd advised tr~ 

1mmPd1Bte abandonment of th.e neighborhood to arrest the 

•1nev1tab1~• progress ot thA dls~as~. But an apath7 se"'~aed 

to have seized the minds or the paople end the authorities 

to suet an ~.xtent that few oorreotive ll\f'\aaures werflc taken. 

W1th1n thflll space or a few doys, the fPVt:,r sp~ad and nf_fl1otive 

SC.f!n~s followed thereafter. Thfl Osborn tamUy on Front Street 

near King, oons1st1ng of the parents end four oh11dren, 

claimed dPep sympathy. Wit.bin tte short period of threr: dnys 

the fever had taken all tl:e oh1ldren. Fear r..ad struck the 

he.arts of ao many of th~ n~1ghbors t.rat no one escorted tt.e 

bodlf~s to tr:e oenet;::ry except the parents. T.here remained 

for tt1es~'; two, the task or burial. 

Wl'ien the fever came upon a dwelling and olaiaed on~ 

oft.re inhabitant~, ho~ was abandoned. ~spondenoy se-1z("d 

thP. minds of ttn t~althy; fAnergy gnvf'I' way to npnthy; remedial 
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ngents we~ not appl1~ to the s1ok, and the hope or recover, 

1 eft 0111.y to orianoe. St111 thf're were, n tf!'tl men whose love 

for mfl.nk1nd oomp~lled th~ to help alleviate the mi.series 

of tYA s1ok. Mr. James L~a was one of these while anott1er was 

Col. Thomas Kimn, an otf"1oer 1n th., Revolution. Tl19 vis1'8 

ot Jobn 11err1s also cla1med publ1c notice. (87} 

With. so many cas~s of the disease occurring with.in 

such a short t1rafi,l, and for the most part w1th1n a restricted 

a~,n, tho Board or lu~alth sought adv1oe from the ph:,s1c1ans 

or 'J'1lm1ngton. 1,la following remedy was suggNited: 

We beg leave to suggest tor :,our oonsideratlon 
the necessity of oleana1ng the lower :Parts ot the town 
and rflmov1ng all putreract1v~ mnteritis from the 
atreetst. cellars, Md yards, fltc., without further 
delay. (~8) 

'!1J,e doctors further agreed t.hat 1 t ~uld be best to vacate the 

pnrt of town wh1Ch was tn~ worst strick&no Some• trho were 

f1.nanc1e::.ly ablP,, moved to tr)~ country; oth~,rs vacillated and 

~v~ntuti .L ly nu.ooumbed to thf?' disease; and othe:t's who were t-o­

ta 117 r~s1gned tc th~1r fate wait~d in constant dread for the 

v1s1tat1on. 

Jam1's Hemphill , whose wruirf lay in the region of 

grnnt~st distress, not~d in l'•1s diary on Septe.t1ber tanth: 

Moved my books and papers to my father's and 
shut up ray stores 1n oonsf!quence ot the elana that 
1s p~va111ng about tt.e wharvP.s of tte sickness and 

******•******••**** 
87 E. ~ontgomeey, RffiR+Pl ISHHlQ~~I 9{ Wj,@;1n,.tl'cou-
88 J. Vaugban, A. CQP1U.1e tU,@1'9£1, P• · o. 

i: 
I 



the pr,,ttty ~em~rel. remo-val in that ne1gbborhoodo ( 89) 

"Living 1n one or our o1t1es while the fever 1s mg-

1ng1t, James Bayard deole.re.d, 11 1a likA walking among pita 

blindfolded.•(90) 

N~spapm!' "di tore did their best to dial}f'l the idea 

the.t the fever was or ~p1den1c proportionao, i11r.£9t Qt. b.. 

'f •lf:!.I. expla!ned that thf! f Pars ot th~ people were ,~~tly 

PXap-~reted. end tl":at the Board or H~.alth had just "'leased 

tnronl\ation oonf1rm1ng the report that thE~ waa no 1natance 

of ormtag1ous or mal1gne.nt r~v~r 1n the Borougt~ to date"' (91) 

And in anothP.r port of th~ sem~ issue: 

'l'hat this is th@ most sickly season ot the 
yev.r and that t11.ere has been such a change 1n the 
,,~tt,er 'from heat to cool aa has ooen seldom w1t­
n~ssed. Let these tl:.1ngs bo oonaldered and 1t 
11'111 bP. seen how 11 ttl.,,. oauan there 1s for the 
alarm that has oaus~d ~-al'l¥ of our c1t1ZAna to 
~move.(92) 

The Pes\erJM. ~ 1n response to tt~e reports from 

Philad~lphia newspapers that tl-:e yellow fever was raging 1n 

W1lm1ngton, pr1ntt,d that •T11e town was never more t':~e.lth7 at 

this season, than at present.•(93) 

1':rfos1' favourable reports. however, did not gr~a.tl;r 

:red"J.oe th~ apprehensions of the peop1e. The me~ mentio,n of 
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the c.hang.-.,s in tl.e weathor. and the re::..ation. of the o.hanges 

to thft intensity of tl,o fever, caused l1lan7 to despa1r b"-

emphasis placed on ti..~ poss1b111ty that the atnoaphere l,r;ld 

tr.e answer to the yel.low tevor problem, 1augban observed th.e 

following weather oond1t1on for September: 

The state of the weather 1n the early pa.rt ot 
Septomber must b~ noticed in tlie history of t,ie 
disease. On the second t.hft tmaperature changed 
from 85 degre~.s to 70 degrees, and on the firth 
was eocompan1~d with a strong northwester:n bi-eeze. 
Frorn the s~Y*-'nth to the tenth 1t was teraperate and 
aftArwards wars, with toga 1n the mornings, oooa­
s1onal l1gbten1ng 1n thfl evr.~1ng, winds aoutherl7. 
On the seventeentl1 we had a thunder gust, succe~ded 
by a tot afternoon, w1.nd weaterl7-e1ghte~ntt~, al­
t~rnat~ly cloua, and not, wind west.--ninettenth 
cool and misty• and from the tw~..ntiett to the 
twenty-fourth, we ri..sd oceaa1onnl gu.ata ot ra1n 
witt l1ghtan1ng, eltfJrnated with scorching sun­
shine, wind variable. On tbe twent1-tourth• it 
b~oame oool w1t1;. the w1nd at northwest and oon­
tinue.d cool, with variable winds, until the twenty­
e1ghth and twenty-ninth, and thirtieth temperate 
and stat1nnary, wind w•aterl7. (94) 

From the tenth to the eighteenth of September there 

occurred five doaths b7 fever, and although new cases occurred, 

tLe disease seemed to have moderated in v1olencP.. Qn the 

twentiett there wt1re reported twenty-one eases or fever of 

vr,ricua degree. 1'he compr11--at1vel7 mild aoP..ne changed -.1th 

the w~ather• and on the twenty-third, the Board or HA.·alth 

requested a report ot existing conditions. Dr. Vaughan, 

Health Off1o~r at tlle tim~, made the reply: 
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The requ-t~st of the Boa-ri ot £:ealtt.;.. respecting 
tte present stat~ or dlseese 1n the lower part ot 
the town and the propriety or removing colledtions 
or r1lth7 and noxioWI matters, at this tim@, shall 
receive a prompt reply. 

In my report c-t the 20th, 13 oases or remitting 
fever 'tlere enwaort1t:ed, w1th1n the Borough, one 
dangerous--since dt,ad. L"l. th~ 1nter1m, t.be list 
1s cons1derebl7 enlarged, part1cu.l8rJ.y in the dis• 
trict sout11 ot Second Street, and suppos1ng your 
attention to be speqtru.17 d1reoted to that d1etJ'1ot, 
I shall oont1ne th1S report to thn Sfll!ie limits. 

•fue present state of the weather 1s e:;;·tremely 
un~avouroble to person,n nffectP..d with b111ous fe­
ver, and wt:en we consider the situation or some of 
th~ pr~s~nt a1ck, we may rr:asonably expect a few 
oas~s of mortality. Thf! season, stat~ of the wea­
ther, and general prevttleno~ of b111ous fevez• 1n 
tH~ country. oomb1ne 1n the establ1shme,nt of a 
belief, that our disease 1s epidemic, unlnfluenced 
by human contagion. An useful lesson, la also 
afforded us, by oases of a ma.li~t grade being 
?r1no1pally confined toe certain district of our 
Borough, while tt:.e milder forms of fever, and. but 
rev of tt:em, P.X1st in the m1ddl~ and t;igher parta 
of the town. 

1'he question respecting the propriety of r-e­
moving noxious matters fr~m cellars, eto., atU11a 
tinu,, le· 1nt&restlng to the oommmity and demands 
del1beration, but I a:i strongly 1t1pM'ssed: w1th the 
b(:,11ef, that an attempt to r~aove SOffl& ot our 
neats of efnuv1a. at this period, would be aggm­
v-at1ng ttte evu. Ir the t1lth or the preaor1be4 
aellara, etc.• were now st1r~d up end atmosphere, 
but hover abou~ us in the d1agu1aed torn& ot tog. 
until dissipated by a fortu.itoua c.r~e or weather 
or disarmed 'by treat. Frora the advanced state of 
the seaso11, it is in fact qu.ost1onable. wb.ether 
it be no most aafe, to let things remain aa they 
are Wltll the frost, and make use ot l..1ae fr,eel1 
to correct th~ ii1aaM&ta oasuall.y evolved. 

Th~re al'fl many instances on record ot embedded 
t""il tt being stirred up at 1mpro~r aeasona, to the 
great injury and deatru.ot1on to mankind.; and the 
only safe exped.1enta which occur to me reept,ct1ng 
Hadle7' s Of!l.lar are, either to oover 1t over, un­
til frost, or haat1ly drain 1t off, during a strong 
northerl7 wind, into a well dug tor the pur.pose and 
oorrect the remaining ordure ~Tit.t 11.m.,. (95) 
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Few steps were taken to remedy ~x1at1ng un.h1:1..al.thJ 

oond1t1ons, tor the Board of teal.th had neither the power to 

~:nforoe orderr; nor tte funds to aid in rel1ttt. There was 

11m1tP.d hosp1tel opeoe 11 and the procurement of ooml)'Jtent 

nu1~f~s we.s nP.Xt to impossible. From the t-".renty-second to 

tt,,e th1rt1eth or September 1nolus1ve, there were t1tteen mor~ 

d.eatt~a. '?t.l1S made the total number of dfltfttbs 1n September, 

ttirty-f'our. 

On tt:e twP.nt:,-ninth of Septeaher, the weather became 

and the grer.iter part or thoa~ who were able to nee. left the 

Bvrough. The weather oond1t1ons tor October J1ertr, as follows: 

Prom the f1rat to tbe tenth of October. the 
wes.tl;er was nearly stationary. 'l'h,e day& warm w1tli 
fogs 1n the momings, winds southerly and westerly. 
The eleventh and twelfth, more oool-tourteenth 
warm-t1rteenth bot, and with diffused tog. Iuring 
tb 1s period, the diaP.&GPr was ocmparat1 vely regular-­
mo re or less, new cases occurred every day'; and 
there were seventeen d~..etha, from too first to 
the f1ttoont.h, 1nolus1ve. 

On the sixteenth, s~venteenth and eighteenth 
th~ wf"..ather waa disagreeably 0001.. clou4Y and. 
dr1zzl1ng-tt.,e n1nteenth. cl~.ar and warm, and cooi 
aga1n--w1nd varrying from th __ .e northeast--twenty­
fifth ciear and cool, wind nort.tiwest-twenty­
s1xtr. cool, with fl71ng clou.ds-twenty-aev~nth 
was Lnzy 1n the forenoon, but ol"ared 1n the 
?. Vi. with a violent thund.er squall from the 
west nort.hwest-twenty~1gt.tth, a cl~ar ll()rning, 
w1 th 1ce--twent7-n1nth end th1rt1•th• the seJ1;e, 
winds weat northwest--tb1rt7-f1rat, ra1n wind 
nortbaast, but cleared 1n the night, and a severe 
frost, on the wings of a nortbwestem breeze, 
ushered 1n the rooming or Hoveab~r.(96) 
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The f1rst w~ek 1n November brought added sorrow to 

t1~,n 111..habitants of W1lm1ngton. John Ferr1a had died frcm an 

a;tta.ak of thP. yellow fev"'r• Vaughan pra1sPd him in t.r~s 

mann~r: 

E~ had passed thru. the fever calam1 ty of l ?98 
even t:tough througb. acts of kindness he had m1n1s­
t~red to n~:.l who w~·x-P. sick of the d1se£.ae. l~e had 
.,arneatly aought out t.he 1nd1gant victims ot dis­
ease, end furnished ttiem with every aid in hia 
power •• ; his wholet1me, his heart. his every a£­
f'eot1on, were 8ngrossed 1n friendly attentions to 
the s1ek of all classes and desor1pt1ons •• Th.e 
wh.ole town was 1n m.ourn1ng. ( 97 ) 

The following notice 1.n a Wilmington newspe.;>er 111-x­

pr(-"ssed tLe f~1111ngs of the oi tizens of tbe Borough cv~r tLe­

d:-F,ntr. of FPrria : 

Died on the first instant {Nov~mber) John 
Perris, or this Borougt ... e most unex~pt1onal 
ohareotf~r; his tompt?r mild and conc1l1nt1ng. lie 
was a most wortt;.y o1t1zfffi and useful member ot 
soo1ety, ·wticr. hes suffered a most ser1ou.s loss 
in his d.~nth. he tell a sacr1f1oe to 1.1s 1nde­
fnt1gable ~xert1ona to adm1n1st~r cor~rort to the 
sick and. others during tte late n1orte11ty. The 
Bourd. or Fnalth hav~ t!nt~red on their minutes the 
follmdng Just tribute to his memory. 

3~ns1b.l~ ot th~ loss wl:1ch the 01 t12f"!lns of 
tL1s place 1n general., and tL1s board in part1ow..aia 
Yave- sustained 1n t.te death of our worthy- fellow 
labourer, John Ferris, who left this tmn.s1tory, 
for, we hop~, a 1':app1Ar statP of existence, at 
seven m1nut~s before ti4.~A o'olook 1n the af't~r­
noon, w~ o-onoe1ve it to be our duty, and~~ a~ 
oomp~lled b1 our feelings to 1ns@rt on our mi­
nutes a record ot bis ,-,xtraord1nary services. 
Th~ pr~valenoe of the 1elJ..ow fev~r of 1?98, 
first r:"~ade us acquainted with Lis d1apos1t1on 
and exertions to relieve th~ aff11oted, but the 
present year t.as n,ore 1nt1mat~ly informed us of 
l!1S usefulness. As soon as the dlseas~ Appeai~ed 
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which has made suoh ravages among our citizens, 
and consigned so aan1 or them to the grave, he 
oomroenoed his arduous services, and during its 
oontinuenoe did not, for a single day, 1ntenn1t 
his attAnt1on to the sick, the dying, and. the 
dr-md. The first mentioned, he was in the constant 
praot1o~ of visiting twice a day; he took upon 
him the oar" of the funerals of' the latter. After 
performing a serious tour of duty, a duty enjoined 
by hia oommiserat1on for ttie distressed, and an­
xiety for their relief. h~ fell a v1ct1m, a late 
sacr1floe to bis ex~rtions for t.he !Iapp1ness of 
others, and has left on the hearts of his fellow 
oi tiz~ns a grateful remembrance or his labours 
and vi~ues.(98) 

A:n.otl:Br important personage fell victim to the fAver 

1n that first week of Novemb~r: 

Among the v1ot.ima who have fallen during th~ 
late malady that prP-va1led in this Borough is 
Col. Thomas l{Aan. Few have l~rt this world more 
universally and deservedly lamented. Honest and 
upright in his dfl'al1ngs--sineere in f'r1endsh1p-­
g,merous, }·.umane a.nd hospitable: an affectionate 
tusba.nd, a tender parent, and indulgent master. 
Ee 11VP.d r~speoted and belov~d and died stnoerely 
regrPtted. He has le~t an amiable family, and 
many other relatives, friends, and acqua1ntane~s 
to mourn their very great loss.(99} 

.From the fitteent.h of OctobP.r the disease w-aa more 

formidable t11ru1 at any t1me before. Reoordec. dnaths from the 

first of October to the fifteenth were seventeen; from the 

fifteenth to the thirty-first, twenty-nine.. About the twen­

tieth of October, the inhabitants in the h1gl1er and previously 

secure parts of th~ town were seized with fear beoause of the 

ooourrance of a few new casAs 1mm~d1ately north of Third 

Street. Vaughan sa7s: 

** ... *** ... **,..*** ... 
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About tt1e 20th, th~ lnbab1tants were seized 
w1ti1 oonatarnat1on, a.nd fled. A meloncholy- g1oom 
pervadP-d the dea8rtcd streets, and the forlor--~ 
sut,Jf1ots of di&fl'~Se suffered accumulated miseries. (100) 

Cn Ootobor 21, 1802, the hemph1ll family moved out 

ot vlilmington •on aooount of tLe sickness." A day later. 

Jam~s HP\r.1µt1111 set off on a bus1nPns trip to La .. '1.caster. He­

turning w1t.h1n a. rew clays and f1nd1ng thf.! ff>ver still raging, 

he 8~t off ono~ more, tr.:1 s tim~ on a long!~r tr.lp, down ti·~e 

pPninsuln to Maryland.{101) 

<fflorge rktad g1vea his 1mprt"tss1on ot' the conditions 

in Wilmington 1n onfl! of' h1s l~tt.era: 

I 9assfld thru 'Wilmington this aftllrnoon, 1t 
is 1n a most dnolcrablft stntfl n:nd abandoned bJ 
its 1nha.bitants; lt w"ars tb~ asp~ct of desolation. 
ft't":.f' d1sord~r rages thAre w1 th unoontrol1ed tur,-­
th~ f~w persons that remain are s1ok with ttte 
rml1gr...ant f'!V~r and tt~1r casos dFJaperat~--1t 
i:as already r~aohed t.te nt,1ghbor,Lood of thl' 
'l'own hall. Tl:.~ ricurnful soe.n~ aff~ots my spirits 
oons1derably. (102) 

The 1ncroaaed intensity of the fever had 1ts effects 

on tt~ '.:/1lm1nr-:ton newspapers. On the twent;r-third ot October 

the t''.fI:£91! ;;.!. ~ r1'i1;10;1 ran thr: fcl1ow121.g: 

The nubl1eat1on of the h!rror will. be su.a­
pended for a short timefol It t11ll be resumed as 
scon as our hands ar~ willing to return from the 
ocuntcy • 1r1L1 tt~er a ~ rt of tt::.(¥'..rt ar,, rett.red on 
aoeount of the presen.t 111 state cf l1ealtl1 in 
this Borough. (103 l 

**~*~*~****~•***fttt* 
100 J. Vaughan, C9.noJ.1C Hi§~Qi:X, P• 12. 
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On the tuenty-slot.:.: C?f (Jctc,b~i,, the F('t}lf'IQ!l Ar.k. 

informed its rPad~rs ttat •As the rever stil,.l .i-~s 1n v11-

m1nc1ton, tl;e 1~n w1ll be pu.blisf1ed at Dover sometime longer 

than tt'..f't Pd1 tor at first contenplat~d.. • (104) 

Dro V~ugban, ~e.11z1ng thf'l severitf ot th., yellow 

fever, s~nt his w1te and :f'M1ly to Christiana Bridge sometime 

during th~ week or Ootob~r tventi@t!, so that she might be 1n 

a •bf.'tt~r 011110• through thfl' worst ~rt ot the ~pidemic. lie 

remained 

lik" a faithful sent1na.l nt r:J:f post, and submit to 
the will or an all wt.se Disposer of ev~nts; buouy~d 
up w1 ti': the gre.t1t1cat1c.tlla of discharging a sacred 
duty to my fellow beings and al.so of shortly meet­
ing you nga1n. {l.os) 

Circumstnnc~s weighed hn,avil7 on the 111nd of Dr. Vf''.Ughan. 

_4long w1ti~ th1s ·~1as the fact that at such a trying time he 

had to b~ s~pe.ratod from his wife. liJed.l.~!il and ph1lant.hrop1o 

duties compt(Lled so MUOh <Jf hta attt=mt1on ttat in one place 

he says: 

I mt.t.y sat ely say I have :iot .bad two l\{)Ul111 un­
iYltPrruptfl'd slP.,.t:·p for t}:ree days e.nd. nights--ev~ry 
1,or.n1ng out at dnybN!Bk. (106) 

'?he tenor or Vaughan's letters ,ms of a melonct,oly 

naturfl" and hP, lnm~ntPd not only- the deatt-.JJ OOU8f!td by tl:ie f BV!f':r 

but nlsc thP deJ~ted state of mind in which the PfD ple or 
tN:~ Borc,ugh found themselvAs. By this t1m~ ti~,e Borough rad 

.,,. 

hn~n almost veeate-d and Dr" Vrn1ghan reoallAd: 

~~·••*••·~···~····· 104 P~def.Gl ~ October 26, 1802, p. l. 
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·rtm(" ia :)rr:g.n,-:tnt with ~vPnts ?~d ~v,~rytl:ing 
ltno~,rta.in, but distress and m~lonoholy. I often 
walk f'r-::.•ri1 t r~r to thr: lower end of to:r.n 1n tJ,~ 
HVf":n.ing--witlH)Ut sne1ng a human creature. In the 
norn1ni~S I meet a r~w grave friends at the corners. Q. 
who sr~ke my by ~;,ho hand and ~xp:ress the r:iost ~ar­
:tvrnt aatiafaotion at l"aA~tl.ng m~ oncf' more. (10?) 

Hel1of came wlth a thund·~rstorm on th~ evening or 

AltL:ough new oases of fevor d1d not occur attRr the icy t1orn-

I gr0f0.,t JGU. thls n~)r-111.ng on tho f'1n~ north~st 
brar-ze wt.let promises to waft th~ seeds of 1~at1-
~~r,nc~ fro'lt our affl1et~d ~~orou.gh, or rPwis them 
tr-..rmlPsB. If tomoriaow be as tavou.rable as today, 
I t.Li:11{ 7c1~-1 may safely r~turn. (108) 

-we. r~01 a considerable degr~e or satisfaction 
1n 8tating tc tt.e rok1der}1 of the fUtr2t that the 
oale.mity which to.r some t1MP rnvagad our Borough 
l~.aa ent\.rAly subsided. No oasP cf diseas!!! has 
occurred ror a fortnight. The citizens bav~ 
rt,'.lturnP,>d to the1r occupations, and all 1dPa ot 
intnotion 1s giv~n up. We sinoereJ.y hope that 
tho tmm will no mor~ w1 tness such se~.n.as as 
tte last few weeks i-.ave produced. 

***************~~~ 
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Tile pestilence that walka 1n darkness and 
tte a1okn~ss toot d~stro7a at broad noon-day have 
ranged the streets 1n the lower part ot tbe town 
uncontrolled. 'fhe att~nt1ons of the phys1c1ans 
or philantln-c,p1 sts WAr~ equally \.UlMgEtrdAde Bo 
oare or friends or ~lations could save from. the 
shafts ot deBth, several whose loss muat be long 
d('llplor~d. ( l 09) 

Dr. Vaughan recorded the total number ot deaths due 

to tt.e y~llow feve :·· as tol.lowa: 

Casns or fever in the diatriot south of Market 
e..nd ':fh1rd Str~ets--boti;. atN"te,s 1noluded: 

Total number 156 
Died 55 
Recovered 101 

CasPs or fev~r in the d1str1ot went or Marke-t 
nnd 'fh.11--d ..,,tr1?ets : 

Total Number 1.5 
Died 5 
Recovered lO 

Cases of tev@r in the d1str1ct nort and east 
of Third St~et: 

Total Ruabf'!r 26 
Died 6 
Reoo•~~d 20 

l'otal oases or death by fever 66 
Total number of cae~a NCove~d 131 
Total. nuab~r or casns 197 (llO} 

No r~olut1onary progress had been ma.de in d1soover-

1nt a cure for thr½ yollow fever. 'fhe utajor1ty of the peqple 

used. the same home remedies as w~re used 1n tb.e epidemic of 

1?98. Mild ptlPgat1VtHJ, emetics, and d1aphoret1cs w.,,re con­

sidP-Md by many -to be the best pos$1ble reaedies. ftost doc­

tors relied Ul)(:m the 1ntroduct1on of tmroury and blood l~ttingo 

It appea~d t.hut Dr. Vaughan had dlgressed somewl:at frmn the 

***~~¼¼*Y******** 
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usual procedure, and had received a. le'tter from Dr. Rush 1n 

w1J .. ot the latter '9x:t1b1tod surprise and •was much atruok with 

your rely,1ng upon the stttte of' the pulse to th~ exclusion of 

the stErt~ of tLe blood. n ( lll) The surprise ex.b1b1ted by Rush 

was probabl7 a ~~se of prof'e.aaional jealousy-; V1H1ghan was 

d1sse.nt1.ng from au.sh' s most prided tr111atment of the yellow 

The e:p1dem1o would not lmve b~en ooMplete without 

sm:1e signs or extracrdtnsry cu.rc•a. one such was found 1n the 

One quart c•f sp1r1ts, two oz. of ca.i~monile 
flOWP.ra, and two oz. ot snake root, two oz. or btrks 
(unground), and two oz. of salt de tarter. The a­
bove 1ngred1~nts to be put in a black bottle un­
corked, to be placed 1n a,pot of water, so as 
n0arly to ooYer it, ov,~r a slow f1~ tor 24 hours, 
obs"rv1ng duf! care that the water b~cornes not so 
mu.Cl! Lente~, as to boil •• " It is best 1n general 
oas~s and proper to give the patient a doa~ of 
tarte:r em.~tic to clean t,he a.tome.oh, be.fore 1t 1s 
r1dm1nist11~d; wh10h scarcely ev,:,r fails to effect 
a perfect cure. atter tAklng a wine glass tbree 
or tour •t1nies tull. (112} 

rrt1~ fever having come and gone, the people return~d 

not ta.ken as many 11v,~s es tlF> epidemic of 1798, and trus tht; 

p~ople cnoe agaln becartte apatl:~tio. Dro Va:u.ghan saw no hope 

for any 1mm0dln1;e rni,asurf~s against what he tbougnt to be t11e 

0aUSr?3 of t.he d1s£:,ase. 

········••*••······ 111 Benjamin Hush to Jotm Vaughan. Ph1lacl~lphia, July 2, 180611> 
112 Mitts£. of yhe Tim,~»., October 23, 1802111 

ii 

i 



It, howev.::;r., m-u,at be ackt1owledged a lamentable 
fiiot, that wLen a. calamity .has paasedr mankind S{:ttrll 
disposed, as it WP.re by a physical 1nd1fferenoe, to 
m.ise over t.he (tmi.ger·s thl:l!y have esoap~d w1 thout ap­
pr<~oia ting tt.an t-.:; t11eir future welfare. {ll3) 



Chapter V 

Conclusion 

Befor~ observing th.e evP.llts which took place 1n the 

th~e ep1d~m1c y~ars, the general state or l1_t:1alth or tlle oom­

muJU.ty snould b~ mentioned. Autumnel r~ve1--s, not only with­

in W1l.m1ngton but ttroughout Delaware, wern a common oocu1"­

renc~. Many other disnases WPre acknowledged, and little or 

no a.tt~mpt waa rrmde to correct unn;;~althy cond.1t1onse It was 

only when a dis~ase struck with epldf?.mie toroe tr:at the peo­

ple Wf:"re shakon from their let.t}argy. Sue.h was the oa.sP in 

the years 1793, 1798 and 1802, wten th.,:rtt was man1f~sted morf': 

t.han a normal arnount of d1s~aae. 11.'he following add~ss by 

the 0-0vernori n101:a.rd Bassett, to th~ joint meeting of the 

leg1sl.aturA a.t DovAr in January, 1801, is s1e.;n.1f'icant in 

respect to prevailing sickness. The following is ~~ from 

his introductory remarks: 

Yr)u r-:ev~ a 1~1n by tt,e d1v1ne prov1dtm.oe con­
VPned at tYe time designated by th~ oonstitut1on 
fer tLe ordinary purposns mt leg1s.lat1on. ,uid I 
fr''.(ll a disposition or xntm~ to acknowlcdg~ the 
goodness ot that God I wish to serve, and to re­
turn I im my hearty mtd si.ne<1re thanks for Eis 
sparing mercy. 'l'he last year proved a sickly 
nnd tortal one in most 1~rta of our stat~. Macy 
of' t;ur friends and noqu.a1ntanoea since the 1.aat 
a8ssions arP gonP--gone to provf' the reti11t1tis 
of ,m invisible world; and 1n vory many instances 
the not1a'3S sl1.ort and uncommon .. ( 114) 

lellow fever made its first entrance 1nto W1lm1llf!,"ton 

{Hf**************** 
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in ~p1demio form in 1793. rrh~ size of tr£ grert epid~c1o in 

i'h1larlrlpt;1o. ct. the sarn~ time dwarfed thP W1lm1ngto:n ep1aod~, 

and thus, 1--f~lat1v~~1 sp,~ak.tng 9 the ~111mi:ngton ep1dem1o was 

worth little 1nention., It is tru~ tlult, even 1n ocropar1son 

wi tb th~ lat.:~r ~p1dem1os in Wilmington. th.e f1rst one was 

n~g11g1ble. Tbe secc,nd v1s1tat1<.-m or th~ yellow tev~r in 

1798 tock t!H? t;ost lives, end left the Borough in a d~Jected 

state. Memoritis ot the :l. 79J v1a1tat1on .tad not imprf!:nsed the 

o1tlz1'n& to the ,,xtent of ti~.t11t1r taking limited precautions. 

T.he1r oonc~rn after tlv=i second "P1d~1c d1d lead to a gen~ra1 

cl;;1ans1r~ of the towi1, but n·:t tc- t.te extent that a<)lrte ot tL.e 

doctors had hoped. It was most d1stresuing, tJ.erefore, to 

rind that t.r .. e precautions wl;.1C.h t~d been taken could not pl""'e-= 

vent tl:e elltrance of the fever Lu 1802. WhM the fever did 

str1kf~, thP citizens reacted in a manner similar to tl1at 

reaot1o.n l.n .1798. Th.fJ'. little knowl~dge tt.at Lad been gainPd 

in the previous Ap1demtos was put to use, but 1n ClllJl1' oaaes to 

little avail. 

Subsequent rr;fH~~arot in th~ yellow fever field .has 

shown that many of the rJethotl.s used to Pxterminate the disease 

in thot t,':p1dem1o r.mr1od werf': not only uoelcas but also hope-

1~trs. But it 1s l~rdly jJ.st to or1t1o1ze t1,ose citizens in 

th~ 1.1ght of current knowledge. 1~n ll'l thosf'! tlines were seP,k-

1.ng the tid.den Rnswer to yellow fever 1n much the same mimner 

as m~n today se'!k the hidden answer to many of the current 

dis"'as~s. In fact, som~ of th~ early precautions taken did 

I • 



t1zerm., An t1xample .t,ould be in the eliryans1ng of the city and 

the drnlning of thA pools or stagnant wstor. '?h~se cond1t1aus 

were 001,_~oted because the o1t1zons thought that foul air 

OUl.lS<!d and spread the disease; this was a wrong theory, ·but 

t:te e'ffeots of tha ei:~ansi.ng d1d destroy thfl breed1ng places 

of' the mcnquito--the real oarr1er of the tevf;r. 

l.et us then review what the people 1n gt-meral t.Lought 

r1bnut ·thr; cause end origin c>t the dis-easel» 1.i!J: 1s wUl 1nelude 

the views hold 1.n all three of the epidemics. as there was 

no marked Ol\e~e 1n opinion w1th1n the daead.e., Moat l!'/Yf!:.r'3'0ne 

treld that the fever w·as contagious and could be apread by 

eiothing or tousehold goods w'lllch had emne 1n contact with a 

dlseas~d person. '1'11e large controversy occurred ov(:!r u 1mpor­

tat1on" er "donmatictt or1g1n or tt1e fever. Both theories 

ex1sted in Delaware. Those who adher64 to the former theory 

believA-d that the yellow feYm" was imported by infected sl11:ps 

or 1.nft1otod carr1ag,,s; witl-,. thf!m C•ontag1on played a. vital rolt~11 

iJ!:1ose who adhered to the latter tb"'1017 believed that the fevr"r 

arose w1th1n t.he oonfin+:~s of th~ state and was due to •noxious 

odors"; with tnem thei atmosphern played the v-1tal role L.\>l 

tronsr!itting the revor. alttough oontag1on was not entireJ.7 

ruled out. In thes~ respects the people of W11tnillgton did 

net hold v1ewa different from the· people in n~ ghboring states. 

As far an could be d~t~rmin~d. t.h~ oonduot o:r th~ 1nhabi tants 

of the Borougl\ ims no ROre ebno1.'llnl than other 01 ties 1ne> 
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fl1oted w1tb the disease. A sl1ght comparison might be 

ga.Lne,l froxa a glimpse at tb.e oor1.A.uot of peopl~ 1n i,hiladelphiao 

In consequence of this addrf?sa made by th~ 
College of' f'h791o1ans of PhiladelplU.a, th" bells 
were immediately- stopped from tolling. Tl·i1a was 
n. v~r1 "xped1e:nt measure; as t.h.ey had before be1;;n 
kept prP-tty constantly going the whole day. so as 
to terrify those 1n health, and drive th~ sick as 
:far as th~ influance of 1itag1nat1Qn oould prodU.ee 
tt..nt ~ff~t, to their graves. An 1dea had gone 
abroad, thst the bu.ring of fire in the at~ets 
would have a tendenc7 to pu.r1t7 tl:e e1r and ar­
rest the progress of the disorder. '?he people 
tiad, t.t:eretor~. almost eyery night large :fires 
~1ghted at th~ oorn~1--s ot the streets. The 29th, 
t:r~e mayor, eontorma.bly w1 tr: th~ op1n1on of the 
College of ?hya1c1ans, publi.slled a proole.n•t1on 
forbidding this praot1ce4' iHl a subst1tu~ raan7 t~ad 
recourse to the f1:rlng of guns, w.hich th~ ima­
gined was a certain ~ventive of the disorder" 
'?his was carried so far, nnd attended with such 
danger, that 1.t was to:rbidden by an ordinance of 
tl:e tN':lyor. (115) 

A look at tile medical px-ofeas1on in Dt:,laware will 

rev~AJ.l a gr9up of t11gr.ly rea,I)f\oted ph,ys1o1anse In an address 

b/ a doctor of Plul.adalptia tl1~ following is nottHi: 

The t.1stor:, or 1our atate siiowa th&t 1t waa 
th~ third to recognize the 1mpcrte.noe of ru1d to 
establ1s.L a state Medical. society. This was inau­
gurated by 28 phys1o1ans as enrly as 1789 ••• The 
ttrst president was Dr. James Tilton. (l.16) 

Ebeltne :1bserved that: 

A medica.l assoo1at1on holds yearly meetings 
vhf~r+~ original t?'€':flt1ses are read at Dover and 
W11JI1i11.gton. It b.as also correspond111g members 
in Europe. rr1.1a society offered in 1792 a prae 
of 8300 for the best treatise on th~ origin of 
swamp-f"~v-er in warm climates. (ll 7) 

**** ... ***~********•· 
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:n 179n1 the pra.otioe or g1v1ng az1 Annual 
Orotion b~fore that body (Medical Society of 
Dela.ware) by one of its mfttnbers was introdu.ced., ... 
In th~ yee.r l ?92 • the Medical Soc1e,ty Just men­
tioued. 8.l!long other ~asu~s of improving medi­
cal sotenoe. and. meliomtillg the state of the1r 
profession, proposed as a prize qu.est1on--"'lhe 
or1g1n and r.atu.re of t,hat noxious power, wh.ich, 
in hot and triOl-st regions. exo1tes 1nterm1tt1llg 
and re1~11t-ting fevers, and ti1e various distempers 
whiol~ prevail during the SUJlmer and autumn 1n 
suoh s1tuat1or.s; the mode of correcting t11la 
inrel1o1ty of climate; and the m~ana or pre-
venting and our1ng t,he maladies th.ereby induced.• (118) 

Tilton makes the following reference to the treatise: 

The quristion being ocngen1al with tl'ie prevail­
ing inquiry relative to the nature of thf'! air we 
breathe, 1:..xcited grHat attant1on 1n Eu.rppe, i•e 
well aa in America.. Dortor R. Hiller gave a short 
paper tc.\ prove that tha vice of our atmoap!lP-re 
must oonsist or a pos1t1ve ratbAr than a negative 
qual 1 ty. { 11? ) 

oorresponding 1f.ie;;4b~r of the Academy of Ned1c1ne of ?h1la.del­

ph1a beoauiif!J of the l11gh esteem with w.hiOb that group beld 

.Lin. It ~,111 be recalled that Dr. Ed~&rd Miller, one of the 

ed1tors ot r~if~Si;1faJ. l11u~gsl;tor.x, was formerly or Delaware. 

11t1en too, D.elaware doctors we:r-e 1n oont1nuous correspondence 

with members cf their profess1oll ln neighboring states, thus 

hPlping them to ktHip abreast of currant med1oel knowledge. 

'?heir high esteem was :not only merited beoau.s& of thoir pro-
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tic1enoy 1n u1edio1ne but also beoauao of their raan1tes't~at1ons 

of kindn~ss. 

Distu1otions as to charity and n~lf-dP.nial ere 
so nu.tnnrous p,.nd ao µRtent throughout tr1~ mPd1oa.l 
profru:a1on that we haYe ooma to look upon them aa 
natural and necessary qual1f"1cat1c;,,ns of the pbys1-
c1an. Xou.r;state•s histor, 1s covered with gloI7 
1n this d1rect1on. Dr. Mieholas Way in 1?93~ wel­
oomP.d to h1s private house 1n your city tLose who 
fled L:1 terror from Ph1lali~lpL1a, ancl. w~~ ~,adt:fd. 
br your tow.napeopl.e lest thf'y should bring with 
them that awtul d1&f"tUJ~, thf' :,el.low few,,r, w.t.1ch 
was l:urrylng hUlldreds to their last resting pl.aces& 
tia example of unbou.nd~d hospitality e,.nd fearless 
love caused i·1s fellow citizens to soon throw open 
th~1r hemes aa :r.,tug£,e for the fugitives. How 
strong 1a fat~. I.n the great epidemic ot 1798, 
Dro Way died 1n Philadelphia. a sh1n1ng mark, 
whose death was undoubtAdly caused by h1a per­
sonal and unfl1noh1ng, steadfast devotion to t,hose 
to wl:;.om he ministered. In 1802 Dr. Vaughan was 
the cnly ph:,sioinn 1n 'Wilmington to fight tL1s 
fover.(120) 

Tho doctors engag~d in t11e same ocntroversy res­

pflot ing the origin of yellow r~ver as d1d tt~ o1t1zens. Thia 

i:owevl:lr, 1s not to say that they 4~r1ved thos~ v1~ws from the 

cit1zenscr T.L.e1r knowledge was derived f.J:\:m1 oorrespondenoe 

Wilm~,ton doetors give ·th6 following opposing v1ewe on the 

origin or the f~ver 1n W1ln1ington. Dr .. Til.ton remarks; 

T'ila t as ctten. as 1 t lms made 1 te app~aranc@ 
1n tLe borough ot Wilmillb~on, 1 t has ~en imported, 
from i"h1ledelph.1a~ Those who fled from the o1ty 1n 
tim~s of distress brt:;"l1..tght the contagion, or 1nteo­
t1on, as you mny be pleased to call it, in th~ir 

*************~**** 
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household furniture, as well ~s their bcdi~s~ 
and npr~t_id th~ disease e,;tens1vely amongst uso 

There ls no dlsputt:, 1 but toot a crowded 
state of human society with "tar1oue cth~r causes 
may gen~rnt~ malignant fever or d1fterent orders; 
nnd 1f l 1,mr~ to class the yell.ow f~v~r, frt)ffi all 
that .haa fallen under my not1ce, ! shou.ld rank 1t 
with camp hospital and ja11 fever~ rather than 
w1 th ttf\ ordinary t'.ndemics and ep1demios of our 
coun.try. (121) 

Dr. VHughan su.ms up Lis ce.s6 for the oppos1ng ViAW 

in the following ?:1ar.ner: 

I see no reason to suppose the insidious malady 
'l!tUl or f"oN?1gn origin or sJHl01f1oolly oontsg1ous. 
on the contrary I e,.m firmly impressed. witl: the 
h~:tief, tl:at 1t was th~ endemic rev11.r of autumn 
aggravetted to a peat1lent1al grade 1 by local f1lt.b., 
e.mi the troJ>ioal state ot atmospherf), whio.h appears 
to have influenoed the diseases of our CQUntry 
si:noe th~ memorable y-ear 179:30 '?h1s belief is 
f\.u .. ther predi oated on tht~ tollowL"'lg tacts EUld 1n-
f er~nces. In A"p1demice.l sat~ of atmosphe.r-f!I-, fa­
vcuri:n.g thAl ocourrenoe of ::ia.Lig..TJ.o.nt rev~r, was 
evi:no(-<1 by tl1fl' usual p~mon1tory forms or dis~ase. 

Myriads of 1.-iosquito' s 1ntfiat~d the low,:r parts 
er tte town from July unt11 frost, having e;mduallJ 
d1ffuse:d th<masel vno OV"1r the Borough !.11 5epternber" 
The eldest ot our inheb1tantar,, do not ~eollP.Ct 
tLls iruJ~Ot be!.ng troublesome .tH~N,., in eny previous 
n~nson, while the unanimous r~port of Jmrsons from 
thE fenny ooutit?!S of Kent. 001d Sussez, tlH~ &.nnUSl 
haunts er trmse lt1nged pests, tme, thnt th~y were 
uaua.2.ly fr~ of them., 

'?he SOUr0f3S nf no;,r,ious effluvla ill th~ GOU­
tLern and flat part of town was tratOh 1nc~ased. 
A number or cellars w~re fillf"rl w1 th 't'Ult~r a.."fld. 
the gutters low~red 1n som~ places ~.nd ra1sad 
ln others, forming rtW:lnrous depositories of flltb. 
T.hesA oiroumstanoes addAd to the nu.1r1ance 1n King 
~troet nnd rru1der~d the air ilf' that quarter offen-
01 v~ to tha a.moll 1n tha daytim~ and rloubly at 
night. 

The fogs wl.,ieh colleotecd during the ev~nings 

****~*******~~ ......... 
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were auspended on the flats dl.uting th@ nighest, 
gradually beoo ming mor,, compact ln the mornings, 
and mostly :lBSScd off in a dense cloud toward.a 
the DelawarA, betw~en aevP-11 and ten o • clock. 
TJ:·i1& sem1-c1rou1t of tog was the seat ot concen­
trated disease. 

The poisonous matter exciting the dlsaase. 
waa evidently a oonst1tuent part or the fogs. 
Many persons v1a1 ted thft 1nfeoted eu~•.a 1n olre.r 
weather end 1.n the dayt1m~, without 1nJury, and 
aevtu~al ot the same persons, contracted disease 
by a single exposure 1n the niglit t1m~, aft~r 
tht'l tog h!¼d ooll:1'cted. It ia also remarkable 
that the (l1S6ase g~nerally attacked in the night 
time., 

Bel1~v1ng that 11 proper attention to the 
internal cond1t1on of this Borough and preserving 
the adjacent marshes 111 their prt'7Sent oult1vat1an, 
a..'W'l.d 1t~provement b7 numerous drains would b" the 
surest mf1ans, under l>rovidenoe of securing us 
against a repe1tt1t1on of the oalamit7.(l22) 

i,,1s thftory as p:rf'sented bJ Vaughan is closely akin 

to the th~o~J held b1 Dr. Rush of Ph1ladelph1a• It was Dro 

Ru.sh who pre,sented the theory that the yellOt rever was of 

domestic origin 1n th~ Ph1l.o,dt,lph1a Epid1tm1c ot 1793. 'f})8 

new theoey was received with no l1ttle opposition. Elsewhere, 

particularly 1n th~ south, the same opinion cam., to b~ heJ.d. 

Dro Ramsy ot Horth Carolina 1n a lett,?r to Dr. !"tiller in 

Hf'w York says: 

That tlie disputes about the or1g1n or 7ellow 
fever-, whloh have agitated the northern states, 
have nev,~r existed l1i Cbarl-eston. The.re 1a but 
one q>1n1on among phys1o1ana arid inhabitants, and 
t.hat is, t.hat the djseaae was neither imported 
nor 0011tag1ous. 1'h1s was the unanimous consent 
of the tM~dlcal soo1et7. (12:,) 

**** ....... ********•*** 
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Doctors Taylor and Uanafcrd of Norfolk, Virginia. 

record that: 

The yellow fev,·~~r of 1800 in its malignant 
form always originated on th~ banks of' r1~rs or 
on low new mad'.'!' ground and 1n t;ouaee bull t o.n the 
docks. In all ce.s~s it b~g1ns wt ti:, straDJ.;;~r9 and 
new settlers atf~ctlng everyone in prcpcrtlari to 
h1s tir.1e or residence• and. le av1.ng thtr, old 1nha­
b1 tants not wholly exempt, yet, proof against its 
destroying powers. (124) 

The Delaware doctors not only sought out the or1gi:i1 

and transmission or yellow rever but also sought for a cure. 

Th~ olos~ connP-ot1on with Phlla4elpll1a 1n all three ep1dem1os 

brought tb~ Wilmington doctors in asscc1at1on w1tl1 Dro Rush. 

His treatment began with bleed1n.g; some patl~nts recovering 

after a s1ngle blo~d1.ng; others rPqu1ring thf:\ loss of as h1gh 

as one hundr~d ounofls of blood. ,;., noth~r common remfl'!d1al 

aot1on waa the introduction of m~reur.r 1nto the systeme How­

eTer, because or the strong prejudice against blood-letting• 

nush was pron~ to combat the tev~r w1tt mercury aloneo(l25) 

Dr. Vaughan resorted to the use of purgativAs, the 

lntorduction ot mercury and the taking of blood; the latter 

pract1oe h~ used. less widely and ~oelv~d the following censure 

from Rush: "I was muoll struck witt · your ?'fl71ng upon the 

state of the pul.se to th~ exclusion of ti:.P stat~ of thf" blood.• (126) 

Dr. Munroe attested to the fact that all thft doc-
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use of m1;rcury LJ the trnataent of ttf'f fevf1re He also says: 

I have stH:~n tH?Vt::rnl. lnatano,~s wh.Are ten 
gm.ins of cs.lomel, and. f1ft~~n or Jolop, seomed 
to oarry off all the s7mptoms, wl1~n given, upon 
th~ co:mm<:noement of a ttaolr. (12?} 

Dr .. James Tilton prescr1b,i:d th.P follow1ng: 

Wh.en the fev0r 1s formed. nmrour7 1s of the 
greateut 1mportm1oe. so long as any s1gna of an 
1.ntlamoatory d1atii-es1s 1"emaln. Tl:1is Sempsoni~ 
rem,,dy has c.tte powf~ r ct subduing all mann6r of 
oontug1 on or inre•otit."'11 tl~ t 'ite arc 1et a.oq'Ullinted 
w1th ••• i'llc mttnnP-r in which th1s rem~dy SF!ts all 
secretions afie:at, may serve in sor)e measurt.Hl to 
expia1n its benef1c1al effects. Hence it 1s that 
1n yellow fev;::r 1 remitting or 8117 otti6:r fever, it 
we oan only touch the patients mouth w1tb merour,. 
11A regard him as safe. {128) 

Dro Edla.ird Millar r~lied on blood lotting as soon 

as the fev111· reacted th~ ?$tone of s.eti ve inflamat1on. • He 

ot:ms1dered the c.pplicntion or cold water to the body, e1 thftr 

by sponging er emmoraing o.s •one cf the neat pow~rful n'if'"ans 

of d1ml111st1ng ffXCC}3s1ve action of the sangi11ferou.s system 

in fevers.• he sums up t_1s ease by saying: 

That the pr1nc1pal 1nd1cat1ons or prevention 
an.cl oure will be, 1-to arrest the entrance of mlas­
mata 1nto any part of th~ system, but partloularl1 
1nto the stomach; 2-as woh as possible to d1lute 0 
envelopr:- and carry speedily thru th~ al1mentary 
canal, all such m1asmata as may unavoidably have 
gs.1.ned ndtl1t~e.noe 1nto 1t; 3-at first th.f' first 
opproaoL of morbirl nPnsat1ons, to evacuate es 
sp<iedl.ly and completely as poaa1hle, the oont~nts 
of the atomao.h and 1ntestlnes. And 4-to allay the 
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violence of sttmulr.'tion, and. as far ~is poHB1b1f'l 9 

to g:unrd agalnat the oomrnquenoe of 1to(l29} 

Dro St~llwagon pru1sed a new treatment b1 Miller and 

claimed that hA bad 

c0ntribut~~d ltJ,rg~ly to the successful combating 
ot intermittent and y~llow ffttver by means of the 
tten ncve:t re-1mAdy, per-uvlan bark, t:iE; allco.lo1d. 
<>f wh1oh qu1n1ne, 1s today one of the most un1-
v~rsally and. gene1"8.lly trusted remt'di~ts ot th~ 
:?harmoopo~ia. (130) 

In this mann~r did the DelawaM doctors respond to 

tt.e task or eradiont1ng trH·• yt>llow fever frot!1 Hilmington. 

11'he1r task as 11ot a simple on~; t.he1r .hopea were ntJV{!r truly 

realized; and .r;Etrdshi:;> and pN:~jv.dioe were ~~noountc~d by them 

at every st~p. It 1s to their ored1t, however, that they did 

not Of~ase in th~1r strugglrJs; it is to their honor that they 

formecl on~ at th~ ntepp1~1 stonf)S to tile flnnl conquering of 

*****''tit4}iHBt.ofH.t*{H't~JJt 

129 S~ Mill~r, M~<!.1.oa.l Wor!(1 2L a- M+Uer, p. 68. 
130 <!'. CG) Stellwarcon, -Df.,1awe.re Dc.ctorsu, pc, 7. 



A 11st of persona w.t.Q died in the borou.gh of li1l­
fil1nr;ton in thf~ y~llow fever f$IJ1dcmio c_.f 1798 aa found 1n 
D~l§!ffire im51 Eas!(r::·m-Shi.O~' Aq,v~r~1§e£a Dt~l§Ware Crgzetlce, 
c1nd l!_~l.m.ing;l<on i'l~•.t'l>oyr, Ii 

La~t1t1a Anderson 

A1111arn Booth 

Ann Boyd 

Ja~~s Bryan, d1Pd in country 

Jotn Brown 

John Butler 

Joan Carl·oll 

William Canby 

J or"miah Cr; rter 

Nancy Cartl"te1-l 

Hebeoon Cetl:..ertam 

Martha Clark 

:·~artha Clarke 

Cornelius Cr1ps 

Flizabeth Dal~ 

'l'homas Duffield, a child 

Haney Eden 

Lydia Erwin 

Jo.nn Flcrtor.er 

W1ll1em Foot 

i: enry Fuller 

Ju.ne. ?ul.ler 

Abra.ham Gibbons 

JosN~ Gilpin 

Juu1 Grab.rim 

1fimoth7 Hanson 



.:.iara.h l.end.r1cks 

W1111run f.olly 

Hobert Eood 

Hary Lu.sbnnds 

--· .... -- t:usbands 

Hanna Ir~d.na mulatto 

CimrlRS Jackson, bl.aclc man 

Mary J,tffries 

Mary Johnson 

Phol'bf\ Jones. mulatto 

Hachael Lake 

George iau.g.hy 

James .L(,>,a, senior 

John Leforge 

Johll Liddle 

1~,dward. M'Cafkey 

Robert H'Caui.ly 

r11zabeth i,:;ic1ary 

John M1 Clary 

'Fle-azer M 'Comb, ~·sq. 

Thomes K'Comb~, a bey 

James M • t.ill lou.gh 

John Pf\rguson 'ltlw~f", a boy 

Nary fi!lGill 3 a c.hild 

Michael M'Gwyn 

William M'Lane 

Ann M'r-l1ght 

Dnn1el McKinley· 

John Martin, di~d in country 

Gfiorge M1ll"1r 

~Jane Miller 

J.eorge *·i1lls 

·haslet rtonro 

Iu•qecea Loo re• a obild 

nary Morrison 

henry Myors 

Lydia IUce 

Cctpte.1n James Oli.u,er 

Ann Oxford 



Joseph ?almer 

J am~s .Pa ttf~rson 

Ann Port!;lr 

John Reightnr 

saran Reynolds 

3ohn ru.oe 

Captain .N1011olas H.1oha1 .. dson 

John Dawson Roberts 

Jotm Robinson 

F:l1zabath Savin 

Jacob 5el1era 

Agnes Slane 

Ann Smith. 

Jane Sm 1th 

Sam Smith 

George 8pa1.n 

r~nry 3pa1n 

t'lizabeth dt-eel 

~1111am Stilley•s infant 

Catherine St1.ramel 

James Sum.m~rb1le 

Ann .;umnserv1lle 

James 1?atnal, junior 

Thomas 'l'atnal 

Cath~rine Tuylor 

3usanJ'l8h Ta.ylor 

W i.clow Thare 

Lydia Tilton 

Sarah Torton 

Niel Val,~ntlne, a bl.eek man 

i!e.r,r Wallace 

Jruaos Wallace 

Joaeph Wallace 

W1ll1am Wallace 

Elizabeth Way 

'l'hor~s \/hi te 

Admund Winterbotham 

B~nJaa1n Xarnall 

Sarah Young 

A Blaok O,hild 

ii' 



A?PErmrx ll 
A list ot _r,flrsons wt.o d,1ed 1n the: borougJ: of Wil-~-"" 

mington ln the y~llow f "ver t'!p1dem1c of 1802 as round in L\ 
CQllOU_~ h!§tor,: Q.L .~ A,ttBIMk ~"I~.I:. .a WJ.~m1nEdcon ~ by­
John Vaugl~.an. 'f.he list oovt?rs tt~e p~r1od from tr-.e first of 
::ieptember to the s~cond of .November and l..noludes twenty 
names ot pers011s who d1ed fr<it-1 causes otber trlBn y~llow reve1•0 
rt 1 a regretful but tL~rP- 1s no way to dlst,1nguish ttif'! lattf!:r 
grcu.p from thosP who succumbed to the fever. 

Jo.hnaon Cwens 

Thomas Husgrov~, a eh1ld 

Mary Brown 

r1Iordeca1 Cloud 

Ann t:e.dley 

Poter Lowtt~er, a child 

tann.ah Robinson 

Nary Bates 

Penelope Days 

____ sweetap;>le, a oh1ld 

Hannah 5wayne 

Abnar Dickinson 

Ann Jackson 

LnV1n1a W1taal, a Child 

Ulf f u ? t ff ,:, o " • ~- re a on 

Hary Reynolds 

Will1am Preston 

.3ara.h Thmnpam:1 

Ruth Aldard1ce 

R. Fenw1ck's ohild 

Esther Carpenter 

Walter Cummins 

John Hadley's child 

Josiag Coolen 

Christian Beurman 

Aphonso Alderdice 

William Thompson 

E. Joice, a oh1ld 

~el Musgrove 

Elizabeth Springer 

Eliza King 

?hebe Yte.ndenhall 

Ann Catherwood 

Andrew C~t.herwood 

Hachel Peterson 

Joseph Burton, a child 

Isaac Stevenson's child 

Ann Thompson 

Thomas I'1usgrove 

?hebe Jordan 



·:f1ll 1am ;;Jharp 

John bervey's Ol-·lld 

1.Tohn i\rmstrcng' s eh1J d 

Jam~s M'M+nn 

'Edward Smith 

Cl~land Boyd 

Y::d,..,ard Cf~ rpent~r 

l.ydJ.a ';;rfr::, rner 

T"lizabetL Blaya, Jr'"' 

L1nab t ind.men 

dusanna Kawn 

_ 1<11h\.t Chandler 

Mergaret Kean 

Snrah liartley 

Thmnas Clerke 

Ja~s Brown 

WiLi.1f1m Hawkins 

Mrs. Bodill • s OJ':1ld 

Rebecca •ray1or 

i-.atty Sutton 

Sarah Brian 

Manassa.h Scantling 

Jonas Alrichs 

John Hogg 

hary Janvier 

Cleland Boyd» a Child 

Sarah Kean 

Lenrietta Oairy 

Jotin i1art1n 

Peter Young ( st~~r) 

Thomas Koan, Esq. 

I'• 1 "" t' 'I')~ -~ 1 .,:...;.. zaue L u.;.ays. ~en or 

Wilson Kendall 

Hanna};;. h&rlan 

Jo.nn Ferris 

Da.ni~l Morrison 



Pri]Ilary sources 

NPwspaµers: All newspapers were obtaineQ. at t:he F:istorical 
Society of DeJ.awa.r~ 1.n Wilmington. 

AoBms, S. & Aa.ams .J. , Delaware ~ Egster.r:1 Shore Advertiser, 
Wilmington, 1798-1799. Th~ issues from October ~,1798 to 
December 6,1798 are missing. 

Black,W., FederAl Ark, Dover,1802. 

Brynberg,P. & Andrews,s., Delaware Gazette, Wilmington, 1793. 

Smyth,W.C., Delaware Gazette, Wilmington., 1798. 

Smyth,W.C., Wilmington ~rou;r.y, Wilmington, 1798. In Sep­
t~mber and. October 1798 the Delaware Gazette was suspended 
because of the yellow fever epidemic, and a small quarto 
single sheet entitled Wilmington Ite:roun was publish~d by 
Smyth under the autho'.ri ty of the Heal th Office, "printed 
occasionally e.nd delivered gratis to the patrons of Delaware 
Gaze~t~ ... " The issues of Wilmington Me,rq_urx which have been 
located are dated as follows: September lb, 18, 20, 22-25, 
1798; October l, 2, 4, 5, 8, 9, 15-17, 21, 22, 25, 1798. The 
first issue with the resumed title was that of October 27,1798 
no .. 870, entitled Delaware G?zette, published weekly by w.c. 
Smyth. With the issue of' .March 14,1?99, it was published 
semi-weekly by Vincent Bonsal and Hezekiah Niles for John 
Vaughan and Daniel Coleman. It was discontinued with the 
issue of Jept~mber 7,1799 no. 946, when it was stated that 
after a short suspension its successor would be Dela.ware 
Gazette and ~Urror Q!. lGhe rrimes, to be published by James 
Wilson. Wilson establish~d on NovembAr 20,1799 the Mirror 
of lb£_ rr1mea. 

Vaughan,J. & Coleman,D., ~laware Gazette, Wilmington, 1799. 

Wilson,J. r.Li~r~r Q.;[ the Times end G~neml Advertiser, Wilming­
ton, 1802. 

Manusc1.:1pt letters: All letters WAre obtained at the 
Historical Society of Delaware in Wilmix1gton. 

Grubb,Isaaa to John Grubb, Wilmington, August 31,179~3» Grubb 
family letters. 

Hemphill ,Jar;ies to G. Kennard, Wilmington, October 21,1802, 
Hemphill letter book. 



Hollingsworth,John to John Berry, Brandywine Bridge, October 
7,1798. 

honro, George to Ed.ward 1~iiller, Wilmington, June 20 ,1799. 
This was a letter printed in Nedical Re'Q_ository Vol. III 
in which Dr • .Monro gave his observations on the yellow fever 
in Wilcington in 1798. 

Norris ,Robert to J. Nicholson,·r;sq., (no post mark}, ~ep­
ternber, 1798. 

H.ead,James;to George Read, Neshaming Bridge on the Bristol 
Road, September 6,1793, Head folder IV. 

Readt4George .. to 'Ny Dea_r Brother' , {no post mark), October 
25,1002, Geurge Read Jn. letters. 

Rodney, Caesar A. to Col. 'Thomas Rodney, Wilmington, 3epte@­
bP-r, 1798. 

Hod.nPy .,Thomas to William Du.ane, Dover, August 14,1802. 

H.odney,Caesar A. to Col. Thomas Rodney, ,Wilmington, Sep­
ternber,4,1798. 

Hush,Benjamin to John Vaughan, Philadelphia, July 2,1806, 
Vaughan CollAction. 

'A Subscrlber' to Caesar A. Rodney, New Castle, October 2, 
1802, Hodney letters. 

Savery,~v. to John Ferris, Philadelphia, November 8,1793, 
Ferris Papers Vol. I. 

Tilton,James to (no name), ';lilmington, (no date). 

Tilton,James to E.Miller, Wilmington, June 18,1799. This 
was a letter printed in Ledical Heµosi tq,nr Vol~ III in wl:ich 
Dr. Tilton gave his observations on the yellow fever in 
WilLi.ngton in 1798. 

Vaugha:n,Jo.t.n to F. tUller, Wilmington~ Ja11uary 4,1800. 1rbis 
was a letter in Nedioal Repositorz Vol.III in which Dr. 
Vaug.ha.n gave his observations on tile yellow fever in ,alm1ng­
ton in 1798. 

Vaug.r.an,Jor..n to !~liza Vaughan, Wilmington, October 29 ,1802, 
Vaughan collection. 

Vaughan,John to Eliza Vaughan, Wilmir.a.gton, October 27,1802, 
Vaughan collect1on. 
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Vaugh.an,Jol:m to Father, Wilm:tngton, November 1,1802 8 Vaughan 
collection. 

Vaughan,John to B. Ru.sh, Wilmington, January 7,1802, Vaughan 
colleetlo:n .. 

?rintPd material: 

Carey ,M., A Short Account £i. ~ Halignant FP.ver in ?hiladel­
-ohla 1793, ?hiladelphia, 1793. 

Curr1e,W. & Cathrall,I., Facts and Observations Relative :t,Q,_ 
ltil. Origin, Progress, ~ Nature Qf. ~ :B,.ever Qf. PhiJ..a.del;ehia 
rro which !Ji Added 2. Summari Qf.. the Rise and P.,rogre_ss. of ~ 
D1sees~ in Wilmi;qgton, Philadelphia:-rao2. 

Currie, W., !':emoirs Qf. ~ Yellow Fever ln. Philadelphia 1-2.2fi, 
Philadelphia, 1798. 

Ebeling,C .D., Geography ~ History Q.f. America, hamburg, 
Gnrmany, 1799. 

Fi tzpa tri ok, J.C. , ~ Writings Qi_ Geor6'e 1tJashi}J£';to:n, Washing­
ton, 1940, Vol.33. 

Johnson,B., Account Qf.. the 11alignant Fever ill. Philadelphia. 
P1.-d 1 d 1 1 ·i 179"l i.~-a.e ~ha, J• 

Joµrnals Qf. the Senate anq house of Henresentativf9s 1792-1797, 
~Jilrnington, 1865. 

Journa:i.. of ~ Senate o.f !ill!:, State of Dolaware_1 Dover, 1801. 

~of~ State Qf. Delaware, Wilmington, 1816, Vol.I,II,III. 

Henk,H.j nn.M. :Erskin: Lett~rs From Ame.rit')a 1798 - 1799", 
1r1~ William ill1f! Mar~ ~uarterli. Williamsburg, April, 1949. 

Mill~r,E. & Mitchell,S.L., Medical }!epositorx, New York, 
1802,Vol.V; 1801,VolaIV; 1799,Vol.III; 1798,Vol.II. 
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