Mexico City, May 31, 1949,

Dear George:

I have just received a elipping from The
Hew York Times setting forth some changes whieh have
been made in the orpanization and structure of the
Department and certain nominations whie» have been
made by the President, and I note with a great deal
of pleasure and satis%aetion, that you have been no-
minated by the President as Counselfor of the Depart
ment,

This is just a word to tell you what happi-
ness this has caused Marion and myselfl, and what sa=
tisfzction I have in the thought that you have been
named to oecupy this important 'post in our Covernment
and in the Department, Although I am in private
life, my interest in all that pertains to the primasry
responsibilities and poliey of our Covernment in these
diffieult times, remalns as great as ever, for I think
I have some appreelation at least of the proble:s with
whiech we have to deal, It gives me therefore very
great happiness that your eapacities and your performe
ance have been rewarded in this fine way and that you
have before you this even greater opportunity for use-
fulness to our Govermment snd to our people.

May I express to you our very sincere congrae
tulations, and 1 am confident that you will earry
through the responsibilitles of this great post with
success,

Pleage do not bther to scknowledge this letter
as I tnow how occupied you are.




I hope, in the not digtant future, when I am
next in Wasgh ingtcn, that 1 mey have the pleasure of
seeing you and your wife, Graeclie must be quite
grown up by now, and both Marion and myself would
be so happy to see you all again,

Cordially and faithfully yours,

George 8, Messersmith
Shetesap-of the Soard -

Hon, Ceorge Kedan
Department of State
Washington, D, C,




