Vienna, Austris,
Mareh 27, 1938,

PERSECUTION OF JEWS IN VIENNA,.

I em giving you the following memorandum of my own persoms 1 obw
servations of the persecution of Jews in Vienna, and also of accounts given
to me by eye witnesses:

on Seturdey aftermmoon, April 23, 1938, I went in my cer in the
second distriet of Vienna, I first went down the Praterstrasse and saw
pickets in front of nuasrous Jewish storee. The picket usually was s man
in brown uniform of the 5.,A. but sometimes it was & person in ecivilien
¢lothes with & Wezi ammband, I slowed down in front of some shops and
read the signs warning Arysns not to purchese in Jewish stores. I slso
saw some storekeepers who wers themselves forced to hold the signs in their
hands while standing in the doorways of their shops.

I saw two cases of people besring placerds on their chest being
led down the street by men in °,4, uniforms. The plecards bore the in-
seription: "Ieh bin ein Sehwein und keuf bei Juden ein". In one case the
person was & young girl; in the other ease it was & man and he had epparent-
ly just been started on his welk down the street, The whole inecident struck
me as being absolutely brutal with no fair plaey., It so happened that 1 was
able to block off some of the people that were approaching from one side

by driving my car very slowly beside the man for a eonsiderable distm ce,

I have had & visit in my office from & Jewish father and daughter

who had best remain neameless, but who came to see me sbout sscuring a vise
for america, This father and daughter hed persohsally seen numerous sctis
of vioclance, They told me in comnection with the pieketing of stores in

the second distriet, that groups of S.ih.men walked elong in front of the




- £ o

shops and frequently, without smy proveocation, slapped the faces of Jewish

- persons who were forced to hold up placerds, in some cases they beat these
people over the head, The daughter was herself taken several times for the
usual cleaning work., She said that & number of Jewlsh men she has seen pere
sonally have returned to their homes showing marks of physical mistreatment.

A Jewish men in whém I have complete relience came to my office

on April 27 and told me about the return of s friend of his from Usechau,.
This men has been there asbout two and a half weeks and my infarmant told
me he hardly recognized his friend because he hed lost so much weight and
had sged so0 muech. Thie friend of his incidentally was arrested within 24
hours after his return by the Gestapo. He stated that on lesving Dachsu
everyons is forced to sign a "Schweigeverbot”™ and is told that if this pro-
mise is broken, the most severs conseguences will follow mnot only for the
men himself but elso for his family., Despite this exacted‘prwmise, it ie

generally reported that persons in Dachau are forced to work ten hours a

day in the peat bogs and receive such dmnsuffiécient fcod that all of them

lose weight.

My informent further tells ms that owners of Jewish stores are
getting into a completely impossible situetion. Thelr receipts are eut to
prastically nothing and yet they sre not sllowed to disecharge any iAryesn
employeer. Some store weners who closed their shops on “aturday were rounded
up in their espertments by “.A.men, tsken to their stores and forced to open.
after the.storoa were opened they were pieketed and in many cases the owm rs
forced to hold up signs. The situstion of all Jewish store owners hae be-

come worse in the last few days and they see no solution of their problems,
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Meny would prefer to close down their chops emtirely but this they are not

allowed to do while they have sny mom y or assets left., The present cem-

paign is foreing them into complete bunkruptey at & repid rste.

Gardner Richardson,
Comnereial Attache,




