
Vienna, Austr ia , 
l a rch 27, 1926. 

PMB8CCTIM OF TSUS IN VTfflKA. 

I am giving you the following memorandum of my own persons 1 ob-

serrat ions ©f the persecution of Jews in Vienna, and also of accounts given 

to me by era witnesses: 

Oft Saturday afternoon, April S3, 1938, I went in my ear l a the 

second d i s t r i c t of Vienna. X f i r s t went down the Pra ters t rasea and saw 

pickets in front of numerous Jewish stores* The picket usually was a reen 

in brown uniform of the S.A. hut sometimes i t waa a person l a c ivi l ian 

clothea with a B'aai aratbaad. X slowed down in front of some shops and 

read the signs warning Aryans not to purchase i s Jewish s t o r e s . I also 

saw some storekeepers who were themsalves forced to hold the signs I s t h e i r 

hands while standing la the doorways of t h e i r shops. 

X saw two asses of people bearing placards on t h e i r chest being 

led down the s t r ee t by men in S.A. uniforms. The placards bore the in ­

scr ip t ion! "Ich bin ein Sehwein and fcauf bat Juden ein" . Xn one case the 

parson was a young g i r l j in the other ease I t was a man and he had apparent­

ly Just been s tar ted on his walk down the s t r ee t . The sihole Incident struck 

me as being absolutely brutal with no f a i r play. I t sa happened that I was 

aols to block off some of the people that were approaching from one side 

by driving my ear very slowly beside the man for a considerable d i e t m c e . 

X have had a v i s i t l a my office from a Jewish father and daughter 

who had best remain nameless, but who same to see me about securing a visa 

far A » r i c a . This father and daughter had personally seen numerous acts 

of vlolaaoa* They told me i a coanection with the picketing of s t o r e s in 

the aeoond d i s t r i c t , tha t groups of S»A.msa walked along in front of the 
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shops aad frequently, without any provocation, slapped the faces of Jewish 

persons who were foroed to hold up placards, in some oases they beet these 

people orer the head* The daughter was herself taken several times for the 

usual cleaning work. She said that a number of Jewish aen she has seen per­

sonally have returned to their homes showing marks of physical mistreatment. 

A Jewish man in wham I have complete reliance cans to my office 

on April 8? and told me about the return of * friend of hia from Dachau. 

This men has been there about two and a half weeks and my informant told 

me he hardly recognized his friend because he had lost so much weight and 

had aged so much. This friend of hie Incidentally was arrested within 24 

hours after his return by the Gestapo. He stated that on leaving tfecha* 

everyone Is forced to sign a "Sehwelgeverbot" and is told that If this pro* 

misc la brokea, the most severe consequences will follow not only for the 

man himself but also for hia family, Despite this exacted promise, it ia 

generally reported that persons in Daohau are forced to work ten hours a 

day ia the peat bogs and receive each insufficient food that all of theft 

lose weight* 

My informant further tells me that owners of Jewish stores are 

getting into a completely impossible situation. Their receipts are cut to 

practically nothing and yet they are not allowed fa discharge any Aryan 

employees. Seme store eeners who closed their shops oa Saturday acre rounded 

up in their apartments by S.A.mea, takon to their stores and forced to open. 

After the stores were opened they were picketed and ia many eases the own? ra 

forced 1ft hold up signs. The situation of all Jewish store owners has be­

come worse ia the last few days and they ace a* solution af their problems. 
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Many would prefer to ©lose do«m t h e i r shops en t i re ly but t h i s they are not 

allowed to do while they have any mora y or asse ts l e f t . The present cam­

paign i s forcing them into templet® bankruptcy a t a rapid rate* 

Gardner Hichardaon, 
Coscnerelal Attache. 
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