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Figure 16. Not in sample. 
Wilson family montm1ent: LB. Example of stoneface 
technique, a type of rustication. 
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Figure 17. 240.1.365. 
Walter Smith, 1897, age 10: HC. Example of type 
of decoration found in transition period to mod­
ern styles. Compare bolection to Figure 2, p. 60. 
Epitaph in Appendix III, p. 111. 
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Figure 18. 1.4.1. 
William Dean Hill, 1876, age under 12 months: New. 
Example of a Fancy form, bedstead type. Evidence 
remains that plantings once filled space. 
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Figure 19. Not in sample. 
Hamill family plot: HC. Example of a self-contain­
ed, clearly defined family plot, complete with iron 
garden chair. Threshold accentuated with different 
kind of post. 
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Figure 20. Not in sample. 
Little Eva: St. George's Cemetery. Example of a 
very unusual and elaborate tombstone of a type 
not found in this sample. 
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Figure 21. Not in sample. 
Lizzie and Emma Clark: St. George's Cemetery. Exam­
ple of a very elaborate tombstone of the type not 
found in this sample. Children died two days apart. 
Stone signed by a Philadelphia carver: T. Hargrave. 
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Figure 22. Not in sample. 
Ida Henry: St. George's Cemetery. Example of an 
elaborate tombstone of the type not found in this 
sample. Mother's stone made to match daughter, 
see Figure 23, p. 81. 



-81-

Figure 23. Not in sample. 
Sarah Henry: St. George's Cemetery. Example of an 
elaborate tombstone, made to match earlier death 
of a child. Note inscription: "I am going to 
Heaven to see Little Ida." 
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Figure 24. Not in sample. 
Henry Selden: Mt . Hope Cemetery, Rochester, New York. 
Example of a very tmusual and elaborate tombstone, a 
representation of the deceased; a type not fotmd in 
this sample. Epitaph same as 400.1.617 in Appendix 
V, p. 112. 



NOTES TO TEXT 

1
see Allan Ludwig, Graven Images: New England Stonecarving and 

Its Symbols, 1650-1815 (Middletown, Conn.: Wesleyan University Press, 
1966) and Peter Benes, The Masks of Orthodoxy: Folk Gravestone Carving 
in Plymouth County, Massachusetts, 1689-1805 (Amherst, Mass.: University 
of Massachusetts Press, 1977). Both are key works. 

2see Stanley French, "The Cemetery as Cultural Institution: The 
Establishment of Mount Auburn and the 'Rural Cemetery' Movement" in 
David Stannard, ed., Death in f..merica (Philadelphia: University of Penn­
sylvania Press~ 1975). 

3
For examples, see Edmund Gillon, Victorian Cemetery Art (New 

York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1972) or Jolh"1. F. Harion, Famous and 
Curiocs Cemete~J._es (New York: Crown Publishers, 1977). 

I 

-:+Twc of the more useful studies are Richard Francaviglia, "The 
Cemetery as a~'1 Evolving Cultural Landscape~', Annals of the Association 
of A.rn.eric.an Geographers 61 (1971): 501-509 and .:~ .. ngus Gillespie, "Grave­
stones and Ostentation: A Study of Five Delaware County Cemeteries", 
Pennsylvania Folklife XIX (Winter 1969-1970): 34-43. 

«; 
-E.D. Branch, Th~ Sentimental Years 1836-1860 (New York: Apple-

ton-Century, 19:;4) and Robert Rabenstein and William M. Lainers, The. 
History of· Anerl.can Funeral Directing (Milwaukee: Bulfin Printers, 1955) 
are both useful works but perhaps lack historical perspective. Both 
reveal subjective opinions about the "romanticism" of the nineteenth 
century. 

6 Frank R. Zebley, The Churches of Delaware (Wilmington: By the 
Author, 1947). 

~ 

'Interview with a groundskeeper of Lower Brandywine Cemetery 
Association in May, 1979. 

8i~1en data collecting began it was not Ia:iown at what age Victor­
ians began to think of their children as adults, thus the legal defini­
tion of a child was arbitrarily chosen. 

9The earliest monlllllent catalogue used in this study dates from 
1875 (Richard Wathan, Monumental and Head Stone Designs (Na. York: Mayer, ( 
Merkel & Ottmann, 1875). However, based on obs~rvation in all 18 ceme- \ 
teries the forms and motifs in the period under study first appeared as _i 

early as the 1820s. 
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10rt could be argued that relying on the conventions of the 
period is a subconscious process, as are most other reasons for pur­
chasing a tombstone. However, the tremendous variety of options 
available at this time would require a conscious decision either on 
the part of the stonecutter or the customer at some point before the 
stone was placed over the grave. 

11Karin Calvert, "The Perceptions of Childhood in America as 
Presented in Children's Portraits, 1670-1870", MA thesis, University 
of Delaware, 1979. 

12Broken rosebuds often appear with verbal. statements which 
support the visual sy~bol of unfulfilled potential. See epitaph exam­
ples 495.1.770 (p. 99) and 448.2.701 (p. 112) which both have rose­
buds for decoration. 

13Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, On Death and Dying (New York: Macmillan, 
1966), pp. 1-10. 

14 Geoffrey Gorer, The Pornography of Death, in Death, Grief arid 
Mourning (New York: Arno Press, 1977). 

15oaniel Walker Howe, "Victorian Culture in America" in Victor­
ian America (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1976), 
p. 25. 

16 For examples, see Allan Ludwig, Graven Images, Peter Benes, 
The Masks of Orthodoxy, or Francis Duval and Ivan Rigby, Early American 
Gravestone Art in Photographs (New York: Dover Publications, Inc. 1978). 

17observation in all 18 cemeteries indicates the shift toward 
rationalization begins as early as 1800. 

18All titles taken from The Reporter, trade catalogue of Nichols 
& Company Granite and Marble Workers Supply House, Chicago, ca. 1885. 

19The Reporter, p. 1 of "The Laurel Wreath", one of three sec­
tions devoted to consolation prose. 

ZOAs an indication of popularity, a survey of Godey's Lady's 
Book and Magazine, ed. Sarah J. Hale (Philadelphia: L.A. Godey) in the 
decade of the 1860s revealed that consolation poetry or stories averaged 
out to one per issue, some issues having as many as four. 

21one author of a consolation volume written in 1876 described 
his walk through a cemetery as a comforting experience, mentioning the 
lambs, doves, and other carved symbols he saw as "emblems of hope and 
love". Rev. J. Hendrickson McCarty, Inside the Gates (Cincinnati: 
Hitchcock & Walden, 1876), pp. 14-15. 
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22 The preference for white marble in this period has been docu-
mented in other cemetery studies in several parts of the country. See 
Thomas Hannon, "Nineteenth Century Cemeteries in Central-West Pennsyl­
vania", Proceedings of the Pioneer America Society (1973): pp. 23-38 
and Larry Price, "Some Results and Implications of a Cemetery Study", 
The Professional Geographer, 18 (1966): pp. 201-207. 

Jessica Mitford, The American Way of Death (New York: Simon 23 I 
and Schuster, 1963), p. 233. 

24Floyd and Marion Rinhart, America's Affluent Age (South Bruns- .. \ 
wick, New Jersey: A.S. Barnes, 1971). 

\ 25A general observation from research of a private collection of 
over 600 post mortem images belonging to Walter A. Johnson, Columbus, 
Ohio. 

26The large number of Slab forms in the latest period would seem 
to belie the contention that tombstone forms become lower. However, in 
the great majority of cases the modern Slab form differs from the middle 
period in that they are usually no more than two feet in height. In 
many cases also these modern Slabs have replaced the Massive forms for­
merly used as surname monuments in the middle period. 

27 Fo~ example, the entrance to the Grove Street Cemetery at New 
Haven, Connecticut (1845). For a discussion of the Egyptian Revival 
style see Richard G. Carrott, The Egyptian Revival: Its Sources, Monu­
ments and Meaning, 1808-1858 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 
1978). 

28other mausoleums appeared in these cemeteries but were not in­
cluded in the sample because data on the number of burials or dates 
could not be obtained. 

29 The author of one of the most popular volumes of consolation, 
written aft~r the death of his own son, little Georgie, describes a visit 
to the "sleepers" at Greenwood Cemetery, calling the cemetery" a vast 
and exquisitely beautiful dormitory". Rev. Theodore Cuyler, The Empty 
Crib: The Memorial of Little Georgie (New York, 1873), pp. 158, 173. 

30see for example James Curl, The Victorian Celebration of Death, 
(Newton Abbot, Devon: David & Charles, 1972). 

31 rn dedicating the nation's first municipal "rural" cemetery, 
Rev. Pharcellus Church expressed his hopes for the future of Mount Hope 
Cemetery on October 2, 1838: 

"At every turn the obelisk, the cenotaph, the sarcophagus, 
the marble slab, the pillar or other design will gleam upon 
our view through the thick foliage, to awaken mournful re­
collections of by-gone days. May these consecrated grounds 
be preserved from inappropriate ornaments! May all the 
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embellishments of art correspond to the rural and romantic 
scenery of the place, and the solemn use to which they are 
devoted!" [Pharcellus Church, An Address Delivered at the 
Dedication of Mount Hope Cemetery, Rochester: David Hoyt, 1839] 

32 
For an analysis of the "rural" cemetery moveme1it, see Thomas .:/J 

Bender, "The 'rural' cemetery movement: urban travail and the appeal of 
nature", The New England Quarterly 47 (June 1974): 196-211 or Neil 
Harris, "The Cemetery Beautiful" in Charles Jackson, ed., Passing, the 
Vision of Death in America (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1977). 

33 Stanley French, "The Cemetery as Cultural Institution", p. 89. 

34The Reporter, pp. 12-17. 

35For example, William Strickland, John Nottman, Thomas U. Walter, 
and Alexander Calder. From a promotional flyer published by Friends of 
Laurel Hill Cemetery, ca. 1977. 

36Many of the ideas presented here as possibilities for future 
research were originally suggested by Dr. Kenneth Ames in a course on the 
American Victorian cemetery at the Winterthur Museum, May, 1979. 

37For example, The Reporter offered for sale working models of 18 
different statues, including Christ cruxified, a sleeping boy on a sofa, 
an angel holding a shell, and a life size lamb. No statues of this typ 
appear in any of the 18 cemeteries. ( 

38Labclled stones appearing in this sample and in the southern 
part of the com1ty (St. George's, Odessa, and Port Penn) seem to prove 
that the local carvers used by this population were capable of producing 
anything from very plain to elaborate designs, depending on the personal 
taste or finances of the customers. 

39 Geoffrey Gorer, Death, Grief and Mourning (New York: Arno Press, 
1977). 



APPENDIX I 

CASE STUDY OF LOWER BRANDYWINE PRESBYTERIAL~ CHURCH 

Historv of the church and cemetery 

Lower Brandywine Presbyterian Church was founded in Delaware 

County, Pennsylvania in 1720 and was known as Upper Brandywine at that 

time. About 50 years later when the original log church became too 

small and delapidated, a dispute arose over where to erect a new church. 

By this time a majority of the members lived on the west side of the 

Brandywine~ and the old church was located on the east side. The contro­

versy continued for several years with members leaving for other churches 

and eventually the pastor left also, with the result that services ceased 

for a time. The majority finally prevailed in 1774 when a new log church 

was built on two acres of land at the present location. The present 

brick church dates from 1859/60. The old cemetery situated in front of 

the church presumably dates from the year of the move, although the earli­

est legible stone is 1798. The newer section of the cemetery is located 

behind the church and was begun in 1863 with the purchase of land for 

that purpose. A history of the church written by the pastor in 1896 de­

scribes the surroundings of the church in 1861 as "about as unsightly a 

location for a beautiful brick building, as any church plant in New Cas­

tle Presbytery", but later goes on to praise the beauty of the landscap­

ing and the vision of the men who provided it. 1 One can only speculate 
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as to what extent the "rural" cemetery movement influenced these men in 

their ideas of beauty. The new section of the cemetery has virtually no 

shade trees and only a few flowering shrubs. There are no meandering 

paths or rustic benches, and the few secluded retreats which might be 

conducive to private meditation were added in the 1920s as private areas 

for individual families. Of course, it is always possible that plants 

and benches were later removed, but it is equally possible that Lower 

Brandywine's new cemetery in 1863 was the local interpretation of the 

famous park like cemeteries in Philadelphia and New York. The date is 

rather too early to be an example of the movement to do away with Nature 

in all her "untamed" glory, and substitute an efficient, if somewhat 

flattened landscape. However, the pastor's words of praise were written 

at a time when the new trend was beginning. 

Physical sphere of influence 

In the period under study the membership of Lower Brandywine was 

drawn from a scattered rural population probably up to five miles dis­

tant from che church. The register of communicants unfortunately does 

not give addresses, but marriage records for the period 1875 to 1901 

list most of the surrounding hamlets and villages as residences for the 

partners. These include Centreville, Wooddale, Yorklyn, Mt. Cuba, 

Greenville, and in Pennsylvania, Chadd's Ford and Fairville. Wilmington 

and Philadelphia are also listed as residences. However, it must be re­

membered that the men and women listed in the marriage records were not 

necessarily church members, and it seems especially unlikely for these 

two cities. Two other Presbyterian ch_µrches are located within five 
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miles of Lower Brandywine (Green Hill Presbyterian, established in 1848, 

and Rockland Presbyterian, in operation on and off from the early 1800s 

to 1892) 3 which makes it difficult to draw precise bom1daries of influ­

ence for Lower Brandywine. Defining geographic limits of membership is 

further complicated by the fact that the period under study was a time 

of frequent population movement. The minutes of the Session meetings 

continually record requests for letters of dismissal as well as applica­

tions for admission "By Certificate" from other churches. The records 

indicate much movement within the state and also movement to and from 

Pennsylvania and Ohio. 4 In order to avoid researching a second thesis 

on community identity, one hamlet was singled out for special study. The 

hamlet of Mt. Cuba seemed to be typical of the entire Red Clay Creek Val­

ley,5 and 11 of the 12 households in the area on the 1880 census had 

good documentation of connections with Lower Brandywine. 

Background of members 

Occupations listed on the 1880 census for the residents of Mt. 

Cuba include butcher, miller, machinist and his apprentice, tinsmith, 

grocer and his dry goods clerk, blacksmith, wheelwright, and several 

farmers, farm laborers, and servants. Of a total population of 68, only 

five individuals were over the age of 50, and 39 were under 21, making 

this a fairly young population. One third of the 68 were not natives of 

Delaware, including seven foreign born individuals from Ireland, England 

6 and Germany. Tax assessments were not high. Between 1847 and 1865 the 

highest assessment was $7500 for the estate of a farmer who had owned 

150 acres. In comparison, the mill owner in 1865 was assessed $3600 
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for a stone house, frame barn, grist mill, saw mill, some stock and 40 

acres. 7 If the church members in Mt. Cuba can be considered typical of 

the membership of Lower Brandywine as a whole, then an initial assump­

tion appears to be correct; the membership of this church at least was 

white, rural and middle class. 

Undoubtedly, the membership also included families of lower and 

higher economic backgrounds. Evidence that at least one family moved in 

higher social circles came from newspapers and tax lists. William Wil­

son, Jr., a church Elder and brother of the Mt. Cuba mill owner in 1880, 

made a small fortune on a patent for powder kegs. He was described in 

his obituary in 1906 as a "warm and personal friend" of Col. Henry A. 

D P f , w· h 8 u onto tne intert ur estate. A year before his death he possessed 

226 acres in aeveral locations in Christiana Hundred and was assessed 

9 $21,300. When a twelve year old son drowned at Cape May, New Jersey 

in 1881, Wilson had a stained glass window erected to his memory in the 

church. (Althoug~ the son of a well-to-do man, Freddie Wilson does not 

have his own tombstone. His name was added to the bottom of a polished 

granite obelisk probably erected in 1871 for his grandfather. Here is 

an example of a family who presumably could have spent any amount on a 

tombstone but personally chose to put the money into a different kind 

of memorial. Four other children who died in infancy between 1857 and 

1873 share a very plain white marble stone. If the polished obelisk 

was actually erected in 1872, it is also an example of a wealthy family 

accepting an innovation in tombstone fashions at a relatively early date.) 
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Social sphere of influence 

In 1774 when Lower Brandywine moved to Delaware the congregation 

numbered perhaps 40. Apparently it declined in the early nineteenth cen­

tury but from time to time experienced revivals which reriewed its member­

ship. Church records mention the revivals of 1831 and 1861 as especially 

noteworthy "Seasons of Refreshing Showers of Grace", when 44 and 65 new 

members joined, by examination and certificate. It is likely that these 

revival seasons provided the members with an outlet for entertainment 

perhaps equally as important as the release of religious excitement. In 

1873, 1874 and 1876 three protracted "meetings" were held, each lasting 

about three weeks. These were apparently not as successful as the revi­

vals of 1831 and 1861, for the minister reported "no marked awakening 

among the impendent. Yet the Lord was with us, his people were revived, 

and souls were gathered into the fold of Christ. 1110 During this period 

from 1873 to 1877 the church also sponsered two festivals, one Centen­

nial supper, one Public Lecture (topic unknown), one Spelling Bee, one 

11 Art Entertainment, and one Concert. 

The church also seems to have served the function of providing 

informal social controls among its members. Session records reveal 

that Elders were often sent to investigate the cause of their neighbors' 

absence from church. Usually the Elders would return with a report of 

apology or a request for a letter of dismissal,. but sometimes the vis­

iting committee would find the subjects of their concern "incorrigible".
12 

In 1872 an open letter from the Pastor and the Elders to the communicants 

reproached the congregation for absence from church and "Backsliding" 
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from God. The letter charged that the Sabbath morning "is prostituted 

from a sacred to a secular use by unnecesary visiting, playing games of 

croquet and otherwise indulging in unlawful amusements and spending the 

Sabbath in an idle and irreligious manner." "Unnecessary sleeping" was 

another way in which the sacred moments of the Sabbath were wasted. 

But the pastor and the Elders were especially disturbed because "some 

have been enticed into the giddy dance, and thus drawn into the vortex 

of this world's pleasures." They went on to say: "Besides, to keep up 

the dance until nearly morning is inconsistent with good moral charac­

ter, to say nothing about religious deportment and Chri.stian conduct." 

Even worse was the sin of Drunkeness, which happily was not as common 

as dancing, but for which the congregation was prayerfully rebuked. 

The letter ended with the following resolution: 

RESOLVED: All members so situated that they cannot be present 
for Communion of the Lord's Supper are requested to 
take letters of dismission to a church within whose 
limits they reside, to keep up Fellowship. 13 

It is probably no coincidence that thi.s letter was written the 

same year the Wilmington and Western Railroad opened a picnic resort 

at the Mt. Cuba station stop, complete with croquet la~s and dance 

14 pavilion, only two miles from Lower Brandywine. In 1877 reference 

is made to a Sunday School having opened in Mt. Cuba in the preceding 

f
. 15 1.ve years. It seems likely that rather than lose its congregation 

to another church, Lower Brandywine moved closer to its members and 

at the same time attempted to offset the pernicious influence of the 

picnic grove by its presence. Apparently it was successful, for by 
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1879 the Mt. Cuba Sunday School had 54 scholars and an allotted budget 

of $96.60. This amount ranked fourth in the priorities of the members 

(after the pastor's salary, church expenses, and the Sunday School lib­

rary) but considerably higher than the next amount of $30.71 collected 

16 
for yellow fever sufferers. In 1889 Lower Brandywine went so far as 

to purchase property from William Wilson, Jr. and convert the old gr±st 

mill into a chape1. 17 

As ths turn of the century approached, committee visits to back­

sliders and other evidence of moral outrage gradually disappear from the 

church records. This is probably not an indication of increased religi­

ous fervor on the part of the members. More likely it is a reflection 

of the widespread decline of religious authority in the nineteenth cen­

tury. It should be noted, however, there is no evidence in the church 

records that tndividuals out of favor with the Session were ever denied 

burial in the church cemetery. 18 In fact, the cemetery was apparently 

available to anyone. Comments such as "no church connection", "Quaker 

child", "old-no xtian", "child of irreligious parents", "not a member", 

"colored child", or "member of Baptist Church" are frequently found in 

the register of burials. Likewise, some individuals who were members 

are recorded as having been buried in other cemeteries. 19 

Conclusion 

In summary, this description of the membership of Lower Brandy­

wine has been pieced together from many sources but is by no means com­

plete. If Lower Brandywine can be considered representative of the whole 
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sample, then one is left with the impression that these rural churches 

were an important institution in their communities, providing their 

members with entertainment, a sense of order, and moral uplift. At the 

same time, however, the burial records indicate that the associated 

cemetery was not regarded as an equally important institution. The 

churchyard cemetery does not seem to have the same importance for family 

identity as does the family plot itself. This finding is supported by 

the lack of interdenominational differences among all the Protestant 

cemeteries. The three Roman Catholic cemeteries and the one Friends' 

cemetery showed definite differences related to religious ideology,
20 

but the several Protestant sects were most remarkable for the homogenei­

ty of their cemeteries. A comparison of churchyard cemeteries with 

their muni~ipal counterparts might be very revealing about the role of 

mainstream Christianity in nineteenth century death attitudes, but it 

is a subject which demands study in its own right. 
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Wilmington. 

18 For example, J. Poulson Chandler, a former Elder of Lower 
Brandywine, was found to be "incorrigible" by the Session in 1868 but 
was buried in the cemetery when he died in 1896. Also, James Leach, 
who resigned the office of Elder after explaining rumors believed to 
be "injurious to his Christian character and the cause of Christ" was 
buried in the cemetery in 1893. Leach was "acquitted" by the Session 
in 1875; his resignation in 1883 may or may not be significant, though 
he had ceased to be active as an Elder some years before his resigna­
tion. 

19Register of Deaths, LBPC Records 

20rombstones in the three Roman Cath~lic cemeteries tended to 
have religious iconography (e.g. cross and crown, IHS symbol) more 
often than any other form of decoration. They were also the only tomb­
stones to have the "Rest in Peace" or "Requiescat in Pace" epitaphs. 
Tombstones in the Friends' cemetery were ovenvhelmingly plain. Fre­
quently only the initials of the deceased appear on the stone, and only 
the year of death, rather than full dates. The tombstone form in the 
great rnajor1.ty of cases was a short bowed slab, rarely more than 12 
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APPENDIX II 

EXAMPLES OF CHILD FOCUS EPITAPHS 

14.1.20-22 Shaw children, 1870-1870-1875, ages 4-2-3: New 

Our little ones 

27.1.38 Robert J. Bell, 185i, age 19: WT 

Thou art gone but still to memory dear 

33.1.46 Frederick Averill, 1876, age 7: WT 

His dying words: Jesus Lover of my soul 

36.2.50 Florence I. Coulter, 1888, age 8: WT 

Our darling 

46.2.67 B2ssie Mote, 1893, age 18: WCC 

She was the sunshine of our home 

62.4.102-103 Aikens daughters, 1874, age 11 months: WCC 

Our Babes 

94.2.151 Paul V. Pennock, 1881, age 18 months: wee 

Our Dear Babe 

114.1.179 Bessie Chambers, 1896, age 5: wee 

Mamma we'll soon be there 
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179.10.277 James A.B. Guthrie, 1876, age 16: EUM 

Buried Hopes 

243.1.373 Fannie S. Stackhouse, 1867, age 14: HC 

I love Jesus because he 
first loved me 

293.1.449 Levi Davis, 1862, age 2: MtL 

Go Li.ttle Levi go 
Your parents hearts can tell 
And none but them can full know 
How hard to say farewell 

295.3.455 Joseph Francis Scarborough, 1862, age 2: MtL 

We had a little brother once 
He was our darling pride 
We loved him Ah perhaps too much 
For soon he slept and died 

348.1.536 Katie S. Grace, 1875, age 9: Joe 

In Affectionate Remembrance of 
Our Beloved Daughter 

KATIE S. 
Only child of 

James~- & Lydia M. Grace 

398.1.614-615 Benjamin and Henry Pierce, NC 

In memory of 
BENJAMIN K. Jun'r 

The son of 
Major B.K. Pierce 

He died in 
New Castle, Delaware 

August 26th 1851 
Aged 7 months 
and 20 days 

In memory of 
HENRY JACKSON 

The son of 
Major B.K. Pierce 

He died at 
Fort Delaware 
March 5th 1850 

Aged 5 years 9 months 
and 28 days 
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401.1.618 Anna Sink, 1871, age 4: NC 

Gone from our gaze 
From our presence is fled 
Our rosebud sweet 
Anna is dead 

436.3.674 Willie Miller, 1864, age 3: CM 

My dear my lovely boy is dead 

442. 7. 689 Horace Clinton Smalley, 1868, a.ge 6 months: CP 

Our Little Darling 

447.12.699 Florence Silver, 1863, age 10 months: CP 

We loved this tender little one 

453.3.710 Xa.ud :Uawson, 1885, age 15: CP 

~ry Darling Granddaughter 

458.10.719 A:ice R. MacCormac, 1899, age 21: CP 

A Beautiful Life, Cherished, Devoted 

494.1.769 William H. Fisher, 1885, age 11: GH 

A light from our household is gone 
A long loved voice is stilled 
A place is vacant at our hearth 
That never can be filled 

495.1.770 Samuel Brown, 1861, age 3: GH 

Thou little lamb from us is gone 
It rends our hearts to part 
Thou wast a lovely bud of hope 
The pride of every heart 
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534.1.845 Sarah Jane Holten, 1854, age 20: PP 

Her heart was true, her soul sincere 
And great, her virtues were 
Oh stranger stop, let fall a tear 
True sympathy is rare 

553.2.878 Hannah F. Ford, 1858, age 17: PP 

An affectionate daughter 

560.4.893 Theodore T. Boulden, 1864, age 21: PP 

A beloved son and brother 



APPENDIX III 

EXAMPLES OF SURVIVOR FOCUS EPITAPHS 

29.5.41 Samuel Ross, 1884, age 21: WT 

PEACE! - tis the Lord Jehovah's hand 
That blasts our joys in death 
Changes the visage once so dear 
And gathers back the breath 

55.9.86 Martha T. Tweed, 1884, age 17: wee 

"She is not dead but sleepeth" 

56. 1. 8 7 Sarah Jennie Brown, 18 72, age 12 months: wee 

Safe in the arms of Jesus 

97.3.158 Robert K.M. Lindsey, 1884, age 14 months: wee 

Forever with the Lord 

103.2.166 Ella M. Lynam, 1881, age 10: WCC 

She is not dead but sleeps and pain 
shall never disturb her rest again 

117.1.184 Sarah E. Groce, 1867, age 18: LB 

Her languishing heart is at rest 
Its thinking and aching are o'er 
Her quiet immoveable breast 
Is heaved by afflication no more 

141.1.222 Mary E. Poole, 1864, age 9: LB 

Asleep in Jesus 
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59.7.251 Jospeh Hendrickson Carpenter, 1888, age 4: LB 

It is well with the child 

179.11.278 Wm. E. Guthrie, 1868, age 7: EUM 

Gone Home 

220.8.340 Henry Whiteley, 1846, age 21: HC 

Hin that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out 

224.5.346 Joseph C. Chmaberlain, 1846, age 20: HC 

Looking unto Jesus 

I 

229.1.351 Robert John Steele, 1852, age 6: HC 

Suffer little children to come 
unto to me and forbid them not 
for of such is the Kingdom 
of Heaven 

237.3.360 Tillie Garrett, 1870, age 5: HC 

Farewell dear parents I am at rest 
And shall forever be 

I could not stay with you on earth 
But you can come to me 

241.2~370 Mary Anna Grow, 1858, age 9 months: HC 

God blesses in an early death 
and takes the infant to himself 

245.2.375 James L. Vansant, 1877, age 12: HC 

We trust his spirit dwells with God 
Above this world of care 
Lord guide us by thy holy word 
That we may [rest buried] 
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334.1.516 Robert Stearrett, N.D., age 19: Joe 

Here sleeps Robert in this ivied shade 
Here mute in death in his shroud is laid 
I cannnot ever in death resign 
The loving son that once was mine 

] this tomb of [ ] 
Where soft his hallowed ] 
Long may the deathless ivy twine 
And [ ] pour her waste of [ 

363.1.560 J.S. McDonnell, 188?, age illegible: StJ 

Sweetly Sleeping 

382.1.591 Harry Slaw, 1888, age 19 months: StJ 

Sleeping with Mamma 

399.7.616 James S. Rodney, 1854, age 16: NC 

Gone the pure Spirit. To the ground we give 
Thy body. Earth to Earth and dust to dust. 
But those in Christ who sleep in Christ shall 
And waking join the assembly of God 

408.1.629 Lizzie Leckler, 1859, age 3: NC 

Transplanted 

408.1.630 Margaret Duncan Zahner, 1887, age 8: NC 

Until the day break 
and the shadows flee 
away 

410.1.632 Mary M. Fries, 1849, age 14 months: NC 

Not lost but gone before 

live 



-104-

412.3.634 Carrie Vandever, 1862, age 6: NC 

For the angels whispered 
softly in her ear 

Child thy Father calls thee 
stay not here 

And they gently bore her 
robed in spotless white 

To their blissful home 
of light 

415.1.640 John Burton, 1867, age 4: NC 

And they shall be mine saith 
The Lord God of Hosts in that day 
When I make up my jewels M 3 17 ._at• • 

447.2.696 George B. Silver, 1845, age 20: CP 

Now he is comforted 

Weep not for the spirit now crown'd 
With the garland to faithfulness given 
Oh weep not for him he has found 
His reward and his refuge in heaven 

462.6.723 Seward L. Brooks, 1882, age 21: CP 

Why should our tears in sorrow flow 
When God recalls his own 
But let our hearts in every woe 
Still say "Thy will be done" 

486.2.759 Annie Sloan, 1884, age 18 months: GH 

The rest with God 

495.3.772 William Brown, 1872, age 6 days: GH 

He carries the lambs in His bosom 
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532.1.841 John H.A. Stanton, 1848, age 17: PP 

Weep not for me dear friends, 
Neither be distressed for in the 
Arms of my dear Saviour 
I am quietly gone to rest 

532.2.842 Amelia Janet Cann, 1851, age 18: PP 

Weep not for me my parents dear 
I am not dead but sleeping here 
Looking to Jesus he alone 
He loved me best He took me home 

550.2.873 xary W. Smith, 1877, age 17: PP 

The Lord gave and the Lord hath 
taken away; blessed be the name 
of the Lord 



APPENDIX IV 

EXAMPLES OF EIGHTEENTH CENTURY EPITAPHS 

45.6.66 Andrew Thompson, 1847, age 16: wee 

My dear companions 
Pause and [ends of lines illegible] 
Prepare 

51.1.77 David McCartney, 1851, age 20: wee 

In the midst of life we are in death 

81.2.130 Rachel Ann Scott, 1865, age 18: wee 

Thus we are cut down like the 
grass that knoweth not when the 
mower cometh 

288.3.443 Jane Hedley, 1872, age 18: MtL 

[same as 51.1.77] 

434.4.671 Susan A. McNitt, 1884, age 18: CM 

Boast not thyself of tomorrow for 
thou knowest not what a day will bring 
forth-for death is everywhere 

536.3.847 James W. Boulden, 1858, age 19: PP 

Stop youth and read his age 
And then on death your thoughts engage 
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APPENDIX V 

EXA..~LES OF COMBINATION EPITAPHS 

7.2.10 Eva Eriella Haines: New 

Our Only One 

LITTLE EVA ERIELLA 
the angel 

of our household 
died Jan.20 1857 

aged 3 years 1 month 
and 19 days 

Her voice was music her motion grace 
An angel beauty was in her face 
And she seemed an angel here 

40.4.54 Hattie B. Boulden: WT 

OUR DAUGHTER 

HATTIE B 
Daughter of W.T. 

& M.A. Boulden 
Born Sept.30 1861 
Died Aug. 11 1863 

She was lovely she was fair 
And for a time was given 
An angel came and claimed his own 
And bore her home to heaven 

41.5.55 James Lewis Nicholson: WT 

OUR DEAR.LY BELOVED SON 

He is not dead but sleepeth 

JAMES LEWIS 
Son of 

James & Sarah Nicholson 
Born July 18th 1844 
Died Sept 4th 1865 
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******·****** 
Sleep on dear brother 
the work is done/ 
The mortal pang is past/ 
Jesus has come 
and borne thee home/ 
Beyond the stormy blast 
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55.1.84 Robin F.A. Tweed, 1848, age 2: wee 

Our darling child has gone [ ] 
From sin and sorrow free 
Has gone to dwell with Christ above 
O! he has gone from me 

60.1.100 Ella Belle Howell, 1877, age 3: wee 

Little Ella was our darling 
Pride of all our hearts at home 
But an angel came and whispered 
Ella darling do come home 

68.1.112 Mary Neely, 1854, age 5 months: wee 

Too lovely and bright 
to remain she lingered a 
while twined her love 
around our hearts then 
went to army of Jesus 
at rest 

97. 1. 156 Joseph E. Lindsey, 1860, age 2: wee 

Our angel boy 

97.2.157 Rebecca K. Lindsey, 1862, age 2: wee 

Sleep on sweet babe and take thy rest 
God called thee home, He thought it best 

108.3.171 Fannie J. Morrison, 1880, age 11: wee 

He whose love exceed ours has taken 
home his child 

116.3.183 William Hare, 1852, age 18: LB 

******.****** His dying testimony to his sisters 
Believe in the Lord JESUS Christ 
I do and you shall not be afraid 
to die/ Give me none but JESUS 
I am not/ afraid to die I die 
happy 

JESUS can make a dying bed 
Feel soft as downy pillows are 
Whilst on his breast I lean my 
head/ And breath my life out 
sweetly there 
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118.1.185 William Ella Moore, 1857, age 4: LB 

Little Ella has gone to sleep 
with angels around her bed 
Silently she is sleeping now 
and many a tear has been shed 

134.2.214 Bertha Woodward, 1875, age 2 months: LB 

OUR DARLING BERTHA 

Budded on earth to 
bloom in heaven 

140 .1. 221 Otley D. Wickersham: LB 

MY LOVED SON 

OTLEY D. 
Son of 

Samuel P. & Lucretia 
Wickersham 

Born Feb'y 17th 1850 
Died Nov'r 7th 1865 

0, sad the thought our Otley's dead 
In silence rests his peaceful head 
His soul renewed by early grace 
In heaven has sought its native place 

161.3.253 Canby Nichols, 1884, age 12 months: LB 

Our babe shines brighter than a star 
Ia that sweet place where angels are 
And there no sin or pain can come 
Tis better than in mother's home 

OUR LOVED ONE 

164.1.259 James McCloskey, 1882, age 20: JB 

A blessed thought amidst our grief 
That he is free from pain 
Although we miss him here below 
Our loss is his eternal gain 

May his soul rest in peace. Amen. 
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182.2.281 Bessie Marion Eastburn 1894, age 14: EUM 

Meet me in Heaven 

198.2.303 Lucy B. Mathias, 1886, age 21: HC 

We loved her yes we loved her 
But angels loved her more 
And they have sweetly called her 
To yonder shining shore 

198.3.304 Sallie E. Mathias, 1873, age 4: HC 

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 

We miss our little darling 
More than tongue can tell 
But hope one day to meet her 
Where the sinless angels dwell 

203.2.313 Hannah R. Prett~an, N.D., age 23 months: HC 

OUR DARLING 

Dearest daughter thou hast left us 
And thy loss we deeply feel 
But tis God who has bereft us 
He can all our sorrows heal 

Gone but not forgotten 

205.3.316 Rebert E. Steel, 1863, age 3 months: HC 

Ere sin could blight or sorrow fade 
Death came with friendly care 
The opening bud to heaven conveyed 
And bade it blossom there 

205.2.315 Willie Steel, 1870, age 6: HC 

OUR DEAR WILLIE 

A little time on earth he spent 
Till God for him his angel sent 
And then in time he closed his eyes 
To wake in glory in the skies 
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205.4.317 Anna Lucinda Steel, 1862, age 11 months: HC 

We loved this tender little one 
And would have wished her stay 
But let our Father's will be done 
She shines in endless day 

220.4.339 Mary Steel, 1849, age 12 months: HC 

Our Mary she is not 
For God has taken her 

237.1.349 Susan Jane Mathias, 1852, age 7: HC 

Sleep lovely Susan in death's cold arms 
[ ] afflicts or fear alarms 
Thy tender spirit now at rest 
With angels bright with all the blest 

240.1.365 Walter K. Smith, 1897, age 10 months: HC 

AT REST 
How sweet to sleep in Jesus 
Our darling Walter smileing [sic] 
face We will greet on earth no 
m0re But in that bright and hap 
py home We will greet to part no 
more 

279.3.426 Marguerite Hall, 1889, age 9 months: HC 

OUR DARLING BABY 

Sleep Betty Sleep 

385.1.594 Harry Chandler McCall, 1888, age 7: StJ 

Our Beloved Son 

CALLED HOME 
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400.1.617 Emma Dotter Maxwell, 1876, age 3: NC 

She is not dead this child 
of our affection but gone unto that school 
where she no longer needs 
our poor protection and Christ himself doth rule 

407.2.626 Mary M. Nowland: NC 

To our dearest daughter 
MARY M. NOvlLAND 

who fell asleep in Jesus Deer 8 1856 
in the 16th year of her age 

The dead in Christ shall rise first 

447.3.697 Sarah E. Silver, 1852, age 19: CP 

Blessed are the pure in heart 
for they shall see God 

447.11.698 Albert H. Silver, 1875, age 2: CP 

OUR LITTLE ALLIE 

ALBERT H. 
Beloved son of 

Henri M. & Jennie E. 
Silver 

Died Oct. 11th 1875 
aged 2 years & 3 months 

To pure for Earth [sic] 
called home to heaven 

448.2.701 Annie [Ashton?], N.D., age 7: CP 

MY LITTLE ANNIE 

In her 7th year 

A floweret snatched from 
earth to bloom in heaven 

482.3.753 Emily May Fulton, 1887, age 9 months: GR 

DARLING 

She has gone to Him that sent her 
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496.4.773-774 Brown sons, 1857-1859, ages 15 and 11 months: GH 

Their suffering days are o'er 
Their little spirits free 
I gave them back to Jesus 
Who gave them unto me 

OUR DARLINGS 

509.2.794 Evelena Cavender, 1851, age 19: GH 

Gone but not forgotten 

Looking for that blessed hope 
and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ 

510.2.795 Joseph W. Kelly, 1869, age 14: GH 

"Hope looks beyond the 
bounds of time" 

544. 1. 856 Albert Janvier Raimond: PP 

OUR BERTIE 

Albert Janvier 
only child of 

Albert J. & Sallie W. 
RAIMOND 

Born Nov. 21 1876 
Died July 31 1877 

REDEEMED 

556.2.885 Mamie E. Boulden: PP 

MAMIE E. 
Beloved Daughter 
of Jesse & Sallie 

BOULDEN 

aorn Jan 26th 1855 
Died June 4th 1875 

He doeth all things well 
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558.5.887 Herbert Thompson, 1866, age 3: PP 

Gone so pure so young so lovely 
Could we wish thee back again 
No my darling sweetly slumber 
For our loss has been thy gain 
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