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1 , - CHARLES ' FRANCIS ADAMS 
tt · •' ·. · '· ,- . , 0 .'. ·, 

>t · It has often been' sa~d th~t •~he:A 
I- family ' is iAmerica!s . chief cdn~J J:1 
is to the doctrin~ · or :-'heredit.al'Y ~ g 
!1.1 H!gh ,' ablHtr persistent'' i~ •a;~ tre~ 
n- for four tenerations is rare.' anyw 

i.n the 'United Statas we ha:~e : n~ .. 
s. instance of it so notable, And ·1f a.-maq· 
>! like ' Galton had traced 'this intellectul~' 
,e inheritance . in ,detail, he would -ii6t e~tf' 
,e failed to note the way in which t_!ie,:'l!lpe-i, 
e, clal . quality o( the Adarhs, mind deilc~nd; 
il eo fro~ father to son . . , It has ahf~l 
h had, so to ,speak\ a ,timbr~ ofits ~wn ·In 
0 the first Adams as in th~ one who 
y death has Jus~ made the ,country poor 
1f ther/l w~re v-ait~• 'that 1tnark_~~ '-off •,t~ 
e pussess~r· from other men. r,o ... ch_ar 
t; terize them accurately would be dlffl.c 
>· but everybody knows w,hat they sµgg 
e -- ~ certain apsterity joined with '. gr 
. s 1,ersonal . indei:)e~deni:~, a gift of- in<:~s 
,t spee,cµ, breadth o~ mincLa~~nip~i!!(l 
1• intense convictlons,· a1ways' a keen se 
t· or publlo ·dU:ty, y;ith a Brutus-like ft 
:e ness ln•h~sisting that tr.uth and law h 
!l theii: · due cours; •. '., ' .. ' ·- : 
e .. ,',A true-bred A_dams· in '-all , these w 
[c ChaiJes · Francis _'Adams ha~an -o 
1 thrusting personality . all .his own. 
r: 'sp~ethfng l}~e Jot)y :Y1ek~s he' had _l>tel 
/r· kind of ·American .Socrates, in•the. si 
h 6("being_a.;gad'.fly.to .~hought, ap.d:ot" c 
~f tt~ually'.driy!n~ hi( fe~lO'\YB to'.sea.rep· 
fd (OU ons :or, t~eir., 

II 

niillr~ 'andli , 
ot . 1Qrte:!!:J:iitj,1s~~n \ <;!', 

~i p1~,Ce.,ot1,uf~~kiµg 1t~' t)ie . 
tates. 1:It, ,l!! 'S: •,term which : h~ ;~o',11d ,, · 
avEl a1>,l1orred1 b~t J~·' the 'effect ·he (ook 1 

grim ·satisfactfon. · '.fo shock .his coun• pe. 
ymtiµ'· b~t ·:of ,coinpla~nt but ill-found-
. beliefs, t~' lompel them to 'go 'to the 

istorical sources; to see the facts clear, ~~ 
d then t~ think' stralght ab9ut them- -i 

' ele is was the aim or, at all events, the . 
, , . 1 , co1, 
~-- result • of his . work In many lines. · He 
~ put m,en _to their trumps, whe,ther he 
it , beat· them or not. 

,s- . Hlsfamous ·.aHacF on the courses of • Y, .M;.flRCH .. 22, 
m study at }jarvard,w.ith his blunt arraign- ~-i·=·================== 
lh ment ~f the' illiterate undergi'aduates, , Dut' this title he at once laid aside, as I pu 

1915. 

~as not -susta.lned,.on the whole, in the . 111d Carl Schuri:, when the war was over, pi( 
~- <>pinion of the Judicious, 1/~t it, produced a1 'cfts if wishing_ t~ emphasize his _devotion 
~ I! mighty fluitering hi the. college dove- ii!! tothf.l peacer1i1 d1,1ties of· a citizen, These 
~k c~tes, and doubtless hid · to 1refo_rms. · But , he .djs_charged with a vigor as tlncom-
(o- Charles Francis. Adams was always seek: · -promising and a patriotism as shining as 
te i~g, to go behl0:d the' conv~htlonal 'thing fr he bad been leading a storming party 
ls, to the real thing,'. ~lW-11.ys taking tr~di- o( . ·against the enemy'$ fortifications, His 
a .tiu~1~t ntswi 11,,t.ts-,,~ ,:tti:e cea:i , ar.)i 1wtli'.i . . · ,. iHtary experien~e stood him ln good a · 
>d t~em \ st.udy the .documentary .evid~n1; .. 8:·. !~ hf PE\rtbripan~~ ~o\,,pne cl,vic 

~is ~eseai:Qµes in_tq t_he a1;tu11l '~o~ia1, a~\i..,, ,,~ ii.fU,1 opp~tt!9n ~11
1
_ 

ruo~~l,i-co11dlt1_ons ,~ Purl~ .. -~f~ 'E~fl .'.1· -6'1.if t\rtslon ! , 
land ~pened-,and . ·pained, m~ny , ,eye~ ;t • . an l>la.ln• 
•~n~ _mtich ~iher of qis hlstqrl~~rJt.~l . -~ ~n\ \ras he xegardhi~_the 'monstrosi-
~~JJipelled revlsiQn"· of -accepted __ .jU~S:1 ~ of. the , protecHve}'t!l,rli'f.' The terse; 
ments:r His_ brle~ Life,, pf hls '~a,t}ler~a_ . ,ness1 and puJgency· with Which he char• 
large.t work, we understan'd, is '. some day '8 iteterlzed° the rush of the tariff-fed swine 
t? ?e publlshe1~set t~e yrhole ~atter•o~ i_ · 1i~ th'.e trough must have left a sting un-
the · relations, bet wee¥ . Ehg~and and,. th, t , clei- the hfde of even the most hardened 

1. UnHed _st,tes during .,oµr c1.v:n War, com_ ..... f ,.. . -~ ~-ha greedy of them:· ''.. ·\, . . . 
pletely · ,Straight. ' One , can ·ima,gJne _tlie , r ~4 'Oritz ·outstanding and delightful qtlal-

j ·quiet pleasur~ whicli he took in .publish· , 4'. ,ity of Mr/ Adams, which he displayed to 
. ; .Ing the correspondence between his fatli: : .I the full 'in the last'decade-of, his long life, 
".: l'r and, ,Lorf Patine~ston;•.· ~ver\ t_he.\~e{' l ~as his .open-mindedness and hi~ intel­
t• Orleans affair, in Which .. the impetuous j -~ Wctual curiosity, He never -beqi.me pet-
~ old English · state'sman, ~ho ~had,/ p'llt ~ ; 'rifie(f Into a severe dogmatist: Il might 

~

. himself in the wfong, got' such' a' tight ' .bt:>. said of him, as It has been of another, 
,Adiuns douche. , On our who!~ Clv.li Wat, : 1!He died learnin.g." About Jiim in Wash-

. Period ' Mr, ; Adam!!;. t~ought 'and ::wr.ot{ ington . it was bis pleasure to gather 
Il'lUch, ,as ~ (t~ess his noteworthy ie~tuffl~ . young' men-students, scientists. even Ill 

ti- rat Oxford; In 1913;\ and was . work;ilig, Jt \ , 11-ewspaper men-with fresh points of 
e -'1l}knowfl, (upon . new I mater1;;f.:whi6h lie=' : 'j few, . No -One was so weiciime at his 
I! bad gathered 'on lhat'.,stit>Jecef.:but'wbJch, ., , table as the man who could1 enlighten tv 

· .- ~ ·1,t: , cl: al :w.itll., by\tnoth~r h~. ' t .. him qr quicken his interest in favorite 01 

Ii ... e;, · iio,\;'ft.,d&Y :W~,;, ,a ·01l themes, He was intensely alive to a 
i ; -l'r~els ~l(~iim·s·,,· s'~(d'r= e ,11 that was going on In the world. Need- : 
~{' ;;ll~yed ;~.il~-t~r~~g~~ the\ 9Vt f'., less to eay, the European war set all his tl 

ft• won ~he. ~rev~·t ra.nk of bttgadJ~ I~ fjbres tingling. His g·eneral position of ii 
i,/ '· ' ' · ' ' f• h~stillty ~ the Germans was made h 

!Et. kn~wn in letters to the English press. t , 
ti.·-. These were naturally more restrained I' ' 

), than his personal talk ,and correspon- le t d~nce. From a private letter written by 
~ h!m no. longer ago than March 13, the n t~· following characteristic passage may be o 
~: taken; it was Mr. , Adams's comment e. 
, ., upon the assertion that Atnerlcans do f 

~ not ·understani:t Germany because they l' 

"cannot think like Germans": · c 
d - t 
'e , ,, Suspecting this In my own ca~e, !'have v 
~ .of late . cq1.flt1.ed_ my readln~ on, this topic 

-~ almost exclusively fo German sources. I 
, ha~ ~. been : taking a 'course In Nietzsche 
: andM.rrel\-~chke, as also in the German 
'!'Denkschrlft," 1I!um!ned by excerpts 
from ' the German papers in this country 
and the official utterances 'of Chanc.ellor 

· v;on \ Bethmann-Hollweg. The result has 
been ·moiit disastrous. It has utterly de­
~troyed hly :cap!.city for judicial consid-
i!atlon;' I can only say that If what I 

find in, thosJ sources is th') capacity to 
'fhfnk Germanlcally, i would rather cease 
thinking at-all. It Is the absolute nega­
~on ' ()f everything· which has In the past 
,J~ed -to the elevation of mankind, and 
be '.tnstallation in place thereof of a 
~stetn : •of thornugh · dishonesty, ~mpha­
t~d '. by brutal stupidity, There ls a 
w"·1;unnlng about it, too, which is to 
\ Ill.. the last degree repulsive. 
i 
j , . 

Jr 
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