


















































































































































































































































November 2, 1914.

Union National Bank,
Wilmington, Delaware.
Gentlemen:

In case you should be requested by Cap~
tain Holcomb, the chairman of the Democratiec
County Committee to discount a note for him signed
on behalf of the Committee to my order in amount
not to exceed Four Hundred Dollars I will enorse
it as an accommodation endorser provided that all
other notes of a similar cheracter which have
been running along in the Bank on which my en=
dorsement appears shall first be paid. My im=
pression is that only one note and that for
0176, remains unpaid. I write this so that
Captain Holcomb may be able to get the money
today in case I should not be available to give

you my cndorsement.

Yours very truly,


























































































































































C’HARLES FRANC'IS ADAMS~

It has often been said that’ the .Ad

family 'is “America’s chief contﬂbﬁtly,_
to the doctrine of  hereditary: ge»xﬂ g

High abiMty persistent in a directdi :
.| for four generations is rare anywhete,"
in the ‘United Statés we have no other:
.| instance of it so notable, And if a: mu;'
like'Galton had traced this intellectu&l
icheritance in detail, he would not have
failed to note the way in which the’ Bpe-

ed from father to son. It has alwa.yp
had, 8o to speak, a timbre of its ownj In

therg were fraits that marked off their
pussessor from other men.
terize them accurately would be difficult,

-—a certain apsterity joined with'great
personal 1nde§endence, a gift of incisive

intense convictions, always'a keen sense
-1 of public duty, with a Brutus-like firms
ness in insisting that truth and law have
their due course."

A true-bred Adams in"all these ways.

thrusting personality all his own.' For:

ot being a gad- fly to thought and. of co

cial quality of the Adams mind descend: |
the first Adams as in the one whOle :
death has just made the country poorer, ';
"o charae-{:

.| but everybody knows what they suggest g

speech, breadth of mind accompanied by 'dy

Charles Francis Adams had™an out-|eity

something like forty. years he had been aj
kind of American Socrates, in the sqnse, €

pliu

oundations of\ their comforta.bla
sch

States.
ri have: abhorred but in the effect he took
a grim sqtistaction To shock his coun-
trymen out of complacent but ill-found-
ed beliefs, to !ompel them to go to the
historical sources; to see the facts clear,
o| and then to think straight about them—
this was the aim or, at all events, the
result’ of his. work in many lines.” He
%-| put men to their trumps, whether he
beat' them or not. y

tinually driying hig fellows to search hel 1

; “been’ the fcof
of muckra.klug il the: United wil
It dsat term which he would | &

lS,

b}
8.
ie
1e
it
‘;e.

ar

by1 er and ; Lorq Palmerston, over',the New|

e| had gathered on ‘that subject‘, but’ whlc

| His famous atfack on the courses of|

study at Harvard, with his blunt arraign-

ment of the illiteraté undergraduates,|of

was not.sustained, on the whole, in the
opinion of the judicious, but it produced
2 mighty ﬂuttering in the college dove-
cotes, and doubtless led to reforms. But
Charles Francis Adams was always seek-
ing.to go behind the conventional thing
to the real thing, always taking tradi-

them: study ‘the documentary evidence.

His researches intg the actual'soclal and ]
nioral, conditions of Puritan . Ngw Eng' £
land . bpened——and pained—many  eyes, |
And much other of his historical writing |/
compelled  revision“ of ‘accepted judg-|

ments.;. His brief Lifs of his ‘father=a

largep work we understand is'some day |

to be published—set the whole matter of
the relations between' England and, the
United States during our Civil War com-
pletely straight. 'One can" lmagix}e the
quiet pleasure which he taok in Dublish-
ing the correspondence betweéen his fath-

Orleans affair, in which | the impetuous
old English statesman who “had put
himself in the wrong, got such a' right

15| Adams douche.. On our whole Civil War |

| beriod Mr. Adams, thought ‘and 'wrote |
-| much, as witness his noteworthy lectures | &
1 'at Oxford, in 1913; and was working; it |@
i§ - knowh, ‘upon new materlal “which: He |¥

‘ LW,
won the brevet ra.nk of brigadiet-

ﬁﬂnﬁmmm&dhg‘m

L i L &uvn.n;mm o "ﬂu s b

tthe full in the last decade of His long life,
{was his open-mindedness and his intel-
‘t1éctnal curiosity, He never became pet-
1 rified into a severe dogmatist.
‘I be said of him, as it has been of another,
“1'He died learning.” About him in Wash-
; \lngton it was his pleasure to gather

‘| newspaper men—with fresh points of
‘[view. . No one was so welcome at his
{table as the man who could enlighten

‘fold themes.

1 fibres tingling. His general position of | ;
| hostility {6 the Germans was made

‘{than his personal talk ,and correspon-
dence.” From a private letter written by

| following characteristic passage may be
.| taken;
“lupon the assertion that Americans do
“|not understand Germany because they

“|almost exclusively to German sources. T
r have been taking a course in Nietzsche
'_Jandé""rreltschke, as also in the German

1915.

AY, MARCH 22,

3 But' this title he at once laid aside, as

did Carl Schurg when the war was over,
48 if wishing to emphasize his devotion
{to the peaceful duties of a citiZen. These
4 he discharged with a vigor as uncom-
{promising and & patriotism as shining as
A if he had been leading a storming party
{against the enemy’s fortifications. His
‘iilitary experieng:e stood him in good

; of the protective tarm The terse-
ness and pungeney with which he char-
¢terized the rush of the tariff-fed swine
o the trough must have left a sting un-
der the hide of even the most hardened
‘fand greedy of them. ' -
’One ‘outstanding and delightful qua]-
iiy of Mr. Adams, which he displayed to

1t might

young men—students, scientists, even

him or yuicken his interest in favorite
He was intensely alive to
d11 that was going on in the world. Need-
less to say, the European war set all his

known in letters to the English press.
These were naturally more restrained

him no longer ago than March 13, the

it was Mr., Adams’s comment

”cannot think like Germans”:

~Suspecting this in my own case, I"have
of:late confined my reading on this topic

““Denkschrift,” illumined by excerpts |,
from the German papers in this country
and the official utterances of Chancellor
von' Bethmann-Hollweg. The result has
been most disastrous. It has utterly de-
stroyed my ‘capucity for judicial consid-
{ex‘atlon I can only say that if what I
find ‘inthos: sources is the capacity to
think Germanically, I would rather cease
thinking at.all. 1t is the absolute nega-
#on "of everything which has in the past
gﬂgied to the elevation of mankind, and
he installation in place thereof of a
tstem of thorough dishonesty, empha-
zed. by brutal stupidity. There is a
w cunning about it, too, which is to
Z in the last degree repulsiye.
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