






































































































































































72 DIONYSIUS, TYRANT OF DELA WARE 

person with a written request to Robisson that he would not take 
his seat Till the Charge against him was heard by the Assembly­
This was complyed with; but the messenger mett Jacob Moore 
at the door, who drew his sword and opposed his Entry whereupon 
a scuffle Ensued, and the Crowd collecting the sword was broke 
to peices & Robisson & Moore both seized and Confined Till released 
by Order of the Assembly-

Page 19-Note The House Enquired into the Charges against 
Robisson, by Viewing the Minutes, and Examining sundry Mem­
bers, of the Committee of Sussex, but found the Testimony so vague 
& uncertain that Mr Kean proposed Robissons subscribing a solemn 
Declaration of his Innocence and giving security for his good be­
haviour in future as the best way of gitting over this business, 
which was agreed to, & the Infantry Honorably dismissed so that 
neither threts or persuation influenced any of the Patriots on this 
Occasion. And tho' G. R. on this Occasion, and soon afterwards 
in the case of Clarke, discovered the most deep rooted principles 
of disaffection to the cause of America, and exerted all his Skill 
and Influence, yet he was so Over powered by the Abilities of 
Mr M°Kean & the members of Kent that he was foiled in all his 
measures during that Assembly-

Page 20. " One Clark, who had been bold & insolent &0 was seized 
upon by the people of Dover " 

Note- As this Event & that of Robisson Commenced all the 
Whig & Tory feweds that have reigned in Kent & Sussex since, it is 
material to give a True account of them- Clark had been noted 
for his opposition to the measures of America, and was very Assidu­
ous in Circulating to [the] Remonstrance, quoted in page 13. tho 
he was a member of the Committee- The Instructions quoted in 
page 12 & this remonstrance were both brought into the Com­
mittee of Kent to be Considered that the Committee might there­
upon Instruct their Members of Assembly as to the Change of 
Government- A good Many Officers and Capt0 Popes Company 
of the D. Regiment was In Town and Many hundreds of the people 
from the Country- The Committee was very full and Col: Hazlet 
who was then a neighbour to Clark was admitted and Exhibited 
Many Verbal Charges against the said Clark, but they were not 
attended to the More Important business as to the Change of 
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Government being before the Committee they proceeded to Con­
sider the Petition or Instruction & Memorial afsd and went fully 
into the propriety of Establishg an Independant Government where­
in the captain of the Infantry (being one of the Committee as 
well as a Member of the Assembly) Took a leading part shewed 
the Necessity of Acting agreable to the Instructions afsd and the 
dangerous Tendency of the Remonstrance and shewed from Mon­
tesque and other great Authorities the propriety of Establishing 
such a Government and confederation of the Colonies as they after 
wards Entered Into- This kept the Committee Closely Engaged 
from three OClock Till nine In the Evening- when they passed 
sundry Resolutions against the said Remonstrance and approved 
of the Instructions and then adjourned- The Committee and 
Especially the Capt0 of the Infantry & many others remained in 
the room, when Thomas White who had been out, returned & 
Informed the Capt0 that some Members of the Committee, but 
he did not know who was seized by the people- The Capt0 

requested the Committee to remain in the room & he would In­
deavour to release the person, he Instantly run out and found 
the people in a great croud moving near to wards the stocks or 
whiping post, but the croud was so great he could not git near 
Enough even to hear who it was it being very dark- he then 
run down to Col: Hazlet who he found standing in Bells Tavern 
door looking Towards the Tumult, he asked the Col: for his officers 
he answered verry short he knowed nothing about them, The Capt0 

replyed such conduct was verry wrong & he would not suffer it­
And as he returned some body had set fire to a heap of brush 
which [had] been piled up no doubt for that purpose this gave such 
light that the Capt0 could be distinguished & see his way & he 
Instantly rushed in and released the person seized which he found 
to be Clark, but by this time they had put him in the pillory pelted 
him with Eggs & got him down again tho all happened in a few 
minutes and the Capt0 returned to the Committee room again and 
found the Members had all fled. 

Clark and White got into Bassetts who was Captain of the light 
horse, 71 and there they all Concerted the Insurrection that soon 
followed. 

71 Richard Bassett. 
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On the Evening before the Enterprize was to be Executed against 
Dover- one of the light horse revealed the design to Captn Pope 
at Cross Roads who sent an Express to the Captn of the Infantry 
which arrived about 12 OClock at night whereupon proper measures 
were Taken for the defense of the Town- The Captn of the Horse 
not suspecting that the Infantry had got any Intelligence of the 
design was Taken in his bed in the Morning and laid under parole 
All the Amunition was seized upon and every suspected person 
put Under Guard-'Till the Insurgents sent a deputation desiring 
that all Matters Might be Accomodated whereupon the Captn of 
the Infantry desirous of avoiding the sheding of blood among his 
Country men and neighbours, many of whom among the deluded 
insurgents he knew had been his old friends, went out to their 
camp taking with him Mr Shee and there Agreed with Clarke and 
White that If they would depart home peacebly & remain quiet 
in future that they should not be molested whereupon they all 
departed with great Joy, 

This particular detail is noticed because the Captn of the Infantry 
was blamed by the Tories as the Author of both these seizures 
whereas they both happened unexpectedly to him and without his 
knowledge. and were such outrages as he thought very impolitic, 
because they gave the disaffected a notable advantage of clamour­
ing against the Patriots and however Zealous he was for the Revo­
lution, he was desirous of Effecting it If possible without Injuring 
any Individual in his person or property, & so strictly adhered to 
this that he cannot be truly Charged with the Contrary. 
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