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CHAPTER ONE: PROBLEMS AND METHODS

Furniture scholars, antique dealers, and collectors
have long noted the distlnctiveness of Phlladelphia Queen
Anne, or Early Geor‘gian,1 seating furniture. As early as

1935, in his Blue Book of Philadelphia Furniture, William

MacPherson Horner, Jr., wrote, "The round-seat Queen Anne is

noteworthy because of 1ts construction-- pecullar to the

"2

locality. More recently, John T. Kirk highlighted these

differences 1n hls regional analysils of American seating

furniture, American Chairs: Queen Anne to Chippendale.3

Nearly every discussion of Philadelphla seating furniture

that has followed includes similar observations.

Philadelphia compass seat chailr construction of the
second quarter of the eighteenth century differs from that
made in other regional centers in the way that the chair
legs become the welght-bearing members.u The key structural
Joint at the intersection of the legs and the seat frame 1is
characterized by the use of a large horlzontal mortice- and
tenon-joint formed by the Jjunction of the front and side
seat ralls; front legs that reduce to a dowel-like ending

which fits 1into a hole bored through the mortice- and
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tenon-Jjoint (see Figure 1 and Plate 22); an applied rim that
holds the chalr cushlon seat 1in place; and side rails that
are tenoned through the rear legs. These construction
technlques contrast sharply wlth those found on typical
compass seat chalrs made in England, New England,5 New York,
and Willlamsburg in which the tenons of slim,
vertically-oriented side séat ralls fit directly into
mortices cut in the rectilinear upper ending of the front
legs (see Plates 1—4).6 For the sake of clarity and
brevity, the first type of seat frame will be referred to as
the "Philadelphia-type" or "dowel-type" and the laﬁter, more

conventional type, as the "London-type".

The presence of distinctive seat framing techniques
has made Phlladelphia chairs of thils period seem unique not
only among furniture made in the American Colonies, but also
in England, where scholars have often pinpointed the source
for other peculiarities of American furniture. Indeed,
these construction technlques are so infrequently found
outside of Pennsylvania that scholars often attribute pleces
of furniture with unknown hilstorles to Philladelphia
craftsmen based solely on the presence of these features.7
Although the 1dentification of regional furniture-making
practices and styllistic preferences has been the focus of

much scholarly research, the source for these construction

methods has continued to elude scholars.
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Fig. 1. "Philadelphia-Type" Compass Seat Construction
(Drawing, Sara Harper)
Note: Chair front 1s at right; applied seat rim
and vertical wedge through dowel-like tenon are
not shown.
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Regional variations of international furniture
styles are often explained in theory by the acculturation of
craftsmen of diverse ethnic and national origins.8 For
example, Philadelphia Early Georglan furniture has typically
been explained in very general terms as a synthesis of
woodworking traditions and styles transferred to the area by
immigrant English, Irish, Welsh, German, Dutch, and Swedish
craftsmen. While much has been written about English
influences on colonial American furniture, less 1s known
about the 1importance of non-English craftsmen. The purpose
of thls thesis is to examine the role of Ger'man9 ideas about
furniture-making in the introduction of the Farly Georglan
style to Phlladelphia. 1Its hypothesis 1s twofold: first,
that Germanic woodworking traditions were the source for the
distinctive construction methods used in the fabrication of
Philadelphia Early Georgian seating furniture and, second,

that immigrant Germanic craftsmen introduced these

techniques to Philadelphia.

The idea that Germanic craftsmen significantly
influenced the production of so-called "high-style"
Philadelphia Early Georglan furniture was first proposed by
the late Benno M. For'man.10 In concluding his detailed
analysis of late elghteenth-century rural Pennsylvania

furniture, he speculated that Philadelphia Early Georgian

furniture was just as much a blending of English and German
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elements as 1its rural counterpart. Specifically, he
suggested that predominantly English style Philadelphia
Farly Georglan chalrs were constructed with technlques he
fhought might be German in origin. Although other scholars
including John J. Snyder, Doris D. Fanelli, Beatrice B.
Garvan, Charles F. Hummel, and Jonathan P. Cox have
researched German furniture makers working In Pennsylvania,
none of their studies deal specifically with the German

influence on "high-style" Phlladelphia furniture.ll

There are several factors that make Germans the most
likely candidates to have introduced these distinctive
construction features into Philadelphia. German lmmigrants
were the largest non-British ethnic group in Philadelphia
during the eighteenth century. They were not a major factor
in the pre-1750 settlement of other urban centers, such as
Boston, Newport or Willlamsburg, where these structural
elements are not found in local furniture.l2 In Rurope,
German woodworkers were among the most innovative and
skilled craftsmen during the late seventeenth and early

eighteenth centur’ies.13

And as documented by Appendices I
and II, Germans are known to have been well-represented in

the woodworkling trades of Philadelphia and Germantown.

In order to understand why immigrant craftsmen were
the most likely carriers of thils style to Philadelphia, it

1s necessary to consider whether there are other, more
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likely, ways in which these ldeas could have been introduced
to Philadelphia. Ideas about a new style could have been
transmitted from Germany to Philadelphia through three main
vehicles: 1) graphlc representations; 2) imported

14 Since an

furniture; and, 3) immigrant craftsmen.
international style, such as Early Georgian, 1s composed of
both formal and structural elements, it 1s logical that
certain vehicles may have been more important in the
transmlssion of form, and others more significant in the
diffusion of structure (construction techniques). The first
method, graphic representations, includes sources such as
prints or design books. It seems unlikely that a non-German
Philadelphia woodworker could have learned Germanic
construction techniques from prints since they rarely, if
ever, revealed anything more than the form of a piece of
furniture. European pattern books which included furniture
designs were rare 1n Philadelphia before Thomas

Chippendale's The Gentleman and Cabinet-Maker's Director was

published in 1754. The first reference to the Director in
Philadelphia was in the mid-1760's when it was listed in a

catalog of the Library Company.15

The success of imported furniture as a vehicle for
transmitting construction techniques depended on the
accessibility of the imported object to the craftsmen. A

10% removal tax on exported goods discouraged most German
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immigrants from bringing an extenslve array of possessions

with them.l6

Since most other imported furniture would have
been ordered directly by customers and by merchants, a local
craftsman may have noticed the form of the imported object
in a merchant's shop, but probably would not have had an
opportunity to study 1its structural details. If the
craftsman was both a woodworker and a merchant, then an
imported chalr could have been a very valuable source for
the introduction of both the form and structure of the Early
Georgian style. However, thils combination of trades has not
been documented 1n Philadelphia before the second half of
the eighteenth centur'y.17 In additlon, there are no extant
German chairs known to have been imported into Philadelphia

in the eighteenth century and, in fact, there 1s very little

German furniture of this period in American museums.

Consequently, the most likely vehicle through which
structural elements could have been transmitted to
Philadelphia 1s immigrant craftsmen, who would have brought
with them ideas about furniture construction. There would
have been no reason for a woodworker to deviate from the
construction techniques he learned during his
apprentliceshlp, since customers' cholces were likely to have
been made on the basls of the most visible attributes of an
object, 1.e. its overall appearance. A craftsman could

always update his knowledge of currently fashionable styles

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



without changing his basic methods of construction.

Assuming that the transmission of this style was via
immigrant German craftsmen, the actual means of transferral
still may have been very complex. The transmlssion could
have occurred elther directly, through the migration of
German craftsmen to Philadelphia (including those who made
multiple moves before emigrating to Pennsylvania), or
indirectly, through the migration of non-Germanic craftsmen
who may have been influenced by Germanic woodworking

traditlons before emigrating to Philadelphia.

If the transmisslion was indirect, it 1s possible
that these constructlion techniques could have been
transmitted to England, and then to Philadelphila through
non-Germanic craftsmen who had been trained in the
"Germanic" woodworking techniques. As early as the
sixteenth century silzeable numbers of Continental
woolworkers from Flanders, Holland and northwestern Germany

seftitled in London.18

During the early eighteenth century,
there were numerous Anglo-German cultural ties which may
have encouraged German woodworkers to emigrate to England.
In 1708-9 Queen Anne subsidized the first large-scale
emigration of Germans who hoped to reach the American
Colonies by way of London.19 Five years later, in 1714, the
link between Great Britain and Germany became more firmly

established when George I, Elector of Hanover, ascended to
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the throne of England.

If German 1deas about furniture-making did, in fact,
influence the construction of Phlladelphia Early Georgian
seating furniture, then Phlladelphla-type construction
techniques must exist in extant German furniture and, in all
likelihood, craftsmen tralned in Germanic traditions must
have been present in Philadelphia in order to execute this
style. Documenting the existence of similar construction
methods 1n German furniture probably would have been a
relatively easy task had these techniques origilnally been
widespread in Germany. However, during a previous research
trip to Germany, Forman was unable to locate a single chair
fabricated with Philadelphia—type construction techniques.go
This lack of evidence suggests elther that the theory 1s
incorrect or that these construction methods were not
associated with the mainstream of German furniture
production, but originated in a localized region or regions

of Germany.

Therefore, testing the premise of this thesis
required a considerably more structured and 1ntricate
research approach. Specifically, it was necessary to
identify the German woodworkers active in Philadelphia
between 1720 and 1755, to determine where they came from in
Germany, and then to travel to those areas of Germany 1n

order to study the constructlon methods used in the
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furniture attributed to those reglons. Further biographical
research on the activities of these German craftsmen in
Philadelphia was also necessary 1in order to determine
whether either one or a group of them were 1n a position to
have introduced the Early Georglan style-- 1ts aesthetics,

construction, or both-- into Philadelphia.

The first phase of thls research, identification of
the German craftsmen working in Philadelphlia between 1720
and 1755, involved expanding previous lists of Philadelphia

21 and classifying

woodworkers active during this period,
these woodworkers as Germanic or non-Germanic,
Administration papers of Philadelphia County residents who
died intestate during this perliod were the primary soucrce
for identifying previously unrecorded Philladelphlia

woodworkers. Information gleaned from merchants' account

books supplemented these names.

Identifying the woodworkers of Germanic origin was
considerably more difficult. Names were rapidly anglicized
upon arrival in Pennsylvania, misspellings are common in thé
records since many eighteenth-century immigrants were
illiterate, and the characterlstics of German script made 1t
difficult for English-speakling record keepefs to
consistently transcribe German names. Therefore, 1t was
necessary to assume that an Iindividual was not German unless

a case could be made to the contrary. Tracing individuals

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



11

in sources such as immigration records, ship 1ists,22 German
lexicons, church records, and genealogical data often
provided valuable evidence of an individual's German origin.
The cumulative work of numerous genealoglsts helped generate
the most productlive clues for determining where these
craftsmen came from in Germany. Knowledge of the German
origins of at least some of these immigrant German craftsmen
provided the 1link necessary to determine whether a regional

German precedent exlisted for the seat.

During the second phase of thls research, extant
furniture of thils style in German museums in the reglons
where these immlgrants originated was identified, analyzed,
and categor-ized.23 The final phase of this research was to
assemble additional biographical data on the involvement of
these immigrant German craftsmen in the woodworking
community in Philladelphia. Specifically, what were the
characteristics of the German woodworkers' products? To
what degree were these craftsmen assimilated into the
Philadelphia woodworking community? What was thelr status
within the shop system? Primary sources used to evaluate
these 1ssues iIncluded merchant's account books, inventories,

tax lists and newspapers.

The following chapters summarize the results of this
research, and are organized into sections on immigration,

furniture construction and immigrant German craftsmen. The
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appendices include lists of Germanic and non-Germanic
Philadelphia woodworkers (organized by working date and
alphabetically) and photographs of German and Philadelphia

furniture.
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CHAPTER ONE

NOTES

1 The phrase "Early Georgian" style is historically
more accurate than the phrase "Queen Anne" style since Queen
Anne had died (1714) and George I had ascended to the throne
by the time the style was introduced to the Colonies, late
in the reign of George I (1714-1727) or early in the reign
of George II (1727-1760).

2 William MacPherson Horner, Jr., Blue Book of
Philadelphia Furniture (1935: rpt. Washington, D.C.:
Highland House Publishers, 1977), p.196.

3 John T. Kirk, American Chairs: Queen Anne and
Chippendale (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1972), pp.21-36.

4 An attempt has been made to use the furniture
terminology used by craftsmen of the period as recorded in
eighteenth-century cabinet- and chairmakers' price lists.
See Harrold E. Gillingham, "BenJamin Lehman, A Germantown
Cabinetmaker," Pennsylvania Magazine of History and
Biography, 54, No. 5 (1930) 288-306 and Martin Eli Weil, "A
Cabinetmaker's Price Book," Winterthur Portfolio, 13 (1979),
175-192. Many of these terms are dlagrammed in John Kirk's
"Gulde to Terminology," in American Chairs, n.xi.

5 Except certaln Connecticut chalrs; see Patricia E.
Kane, -300 Years of American Seating Furniture (Boston: New
York Graphic Society, 1976), pp.78-80 and 138-140, figs. 58
and 117. The presumption 1is that the maker of these chairs
worked in Philadelphia. For example, Eliphalet Chapin
(1741-1807) of Connecticut is known to have worked in
Philadelphia and then to have returned to work in
Connecticut, where he continued to construct chairs in the
Philadelphla manner.

6 The mortice 1n the front leg 1s especially clear
in the photograph of a chair leg that was excavated from the
site of the Anthony Hay cabinetmaking shop in Williamsburg,
Virginia. See Wallace B. Gusler, Furniture of Williamsburg
and Eastern Virginia 1710-1790 (Richmond: Virginia Museum,

13
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1979), p.1l02, fig. 65.

4 The importance of both "intrinsic" (construction
features, materials, workmanship, etc.) and "extrinsic" data
(object history and interpretation of intrinsic elements) in
making object attributlions 1is discussed in Philip D.
Zimmerman, "A Methodological Study in the Identification of
Some Important Philadelphia Chippendale Furniture,"
Winterthur Portfolio, 13 (1979), 193-209. Attributions
based solely on stylistic features are often less reliable
than those based on constuction features; the use of both
stylistic features and construction features is more
reliable by far.

8 The most comprehensive regional research on the
acculturation of lmmigrant craftsmen concerns seventeenth-
century New England woodworkers. The work of numerous
scholars 1s summarlzed in Robert F. Trent, "New England
Jolnery and Turning before 1700," in New England Begins: The
Seventeenth Century, ed. Jonathan L. Falrbanks and Robert F.
Trent, 3 vols. (Boston: Museum of Fine Arts, 1982), 3,
pPp.501-550.

9 The terms "German" and "Germanic" are used in
their broadest sense to refer to German-speaking inhabitants
of those areas of modern Germany, Holland and France that
were included at one time within the constantly changing
borders of territories under German rule 1in the early
eighteenth century.

10 Benno M. Forman, "German Influences 1in
Pennsylvania Furniture," in Scott T. Swank, et al., Arts of
the Pennsylvania Germans, ed. Catherine E. Hutchins (New
York: W. W. Norton and Company, 1983), pp.102-03, 166-70.

1 See John J. Snyder, Jr., "Carved Chippendale Case
Furniture from Lancaster, Pennsylvania," The Magazine
Antiques, 107, No.5 (1975), 964-975 and "The Bachman
Attributions: A Reconsideration," The Magazine Antiqgues,
105, No.5 (1974), 1056-1065; Doris D. Fanelli, "The Building
and Furniture Trades in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 1750-1800,"
M.A. thesls, Universlty of Delaware 1979; Beatrice B. Garvan
and Charles F. Hummel, The Pennsylvania Germans: A
Celebration of Thelr Arts, 1683-1850 (Philadelphila:
Philadelphia Museum of Art, 1952); and Jonathan P. Cox,
"Woodworkers in Allentown, Salisbury Township and Whitehall
Township, Pennsylvanla, 1753-1805: A Study of Community and
Craft,” M.A. thesls, University of Delaware 1982.

12 Gary B. Nash, "The Transformation of Urban
Polities 1700-1765," Journal of American History, 60, No.3
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(1973), 608 and Nash, The Urban Crucible, (Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 1979), pp.55, 103-111. Germans
are known to have settled in Germanna near the Rappahannock
River basin in the early eighteenth century, but their
presence in Williamsburg in the 1720's and 1730's has not
been documented. See Gusler, Furniture of Williamsburg and
Eastern Virginia 1710-1790, pp.6-7, 170.

13 Gervalse Jackson-Stops, "Formal Splendour: The
Baroque Age," in The History of Furniture, ed. Francls
Watson (New York: Crescent Books, 1976), pp.88-95.

14 Forman discusses methods of style transmission in
his American Seating Furniture, 1630-1730: An Interpretive
Catalogue of the Winterthur Collection, ch.l
("Connoisseurship and Furniture History"), forthcoming.

15 See Helen Park, A List of Architectural Books
Available in America Before the Revclution, (Los Angeles:
Hennessey and Ingalls, 1973); and Charles F. Hummel,
"Influence of English Design Books on Philadelphia
Cabinetmakers, 1760-1780." M.A. thesis, University of
Delaware 1952, p.51.

16 Marianne Sophia Wokeck, "A Tide of Alien Tongues:
The Flow and Ebb of German Immigration to Pennsylvania,
1683-1776." Diss. Temple University 1983, p.l4o0.

17 Silversmiths may be exceptlons to this
generalization. See Nash, "Up From the Bottom in Franklin's
Philadelphia," Past and Present, 77 (1977), 60.

18 Forman, "Continental Furniture Craftsmen in
London: 1511-1625," Furniture History, 7 (1971), 94-120.

19 Walter Allen Knittle, The Early Eighteenth
Century Palatine Emigration, Diss. University of
Pennsylvania 1936 (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania,
1936) 1is still the best source on specific early German
migrations.

20 Forman and others from Winterthur Museum
travelled to regions of Germany, Austria and Switzerland
during a month-long study tour in conjunction with the
preparation of a book on the Pennsylvania German decorative
arts in the Winterthur Museum collection: Swank et al., Arts
of the Pennsylvanla Germans.

21 This study bullds upon the names of Philadelphia
woodworkers complled by Horner, Blue Book of Philadelphia
Furniture; Arthur W. Leibundguth, "The Furniture-Making
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Crafts in Philadelphia ¢.1730-c¢.1760," M.A. thesis,
University of Delaware 1964; Cathryn J. McElroy, "Furniture
of the Philadelphla Area: Forms and Craftsmen Before 1730,"
M.A. thesis, Unlversity of Delaware 1970; and the
unpublished course work of Cynthia Baldwin, Doris D.
Panelli, Peter H. Hammell, Wendy A. Kaplan, and Sandra F.
Mackenzle while they were students 1n the Winterthur Program
in Early American Culture, University of Delaware.

22 The most valuable eighteenth-century Philadelphia
immigration records consist of passenger lists from ships
that arrived in Pennsylvania through the port of
Philadelphia. Three types of lists survive in varying
degrees of completeness: 1) captain's lists; 2) lists of
signers of required oaths of abjuration and allegilance to
the Province; and, 3) actual signatures of the signers of
the oaths. For the most part, these lists contaln names of
males over sixteen years, their ages, and occasionally their
occupations and places of origin. Although registration of
German lmmigrants was first suggested by Governor William
Keilth in 1717, 1t d1d not become a requirement until 1727.
Prior to 1717, lists were maintained sporadically. See
Ralph B. Strassburger and William J. Hinke, eds.,
Pennsylvania German Ploneers; A Publication of the Original
Lists of Arrivals in the Port of Philadelphia From 1727 to
1808, 3 vols. (Norristown, Pa.: Pennsylvania German Jociety,

193%).

23 I am indebted to Dr. Georg Himmelheber, Curator
of Furniture at the Bayerisches Nationalmuseum in Munich,
for helping me 1ldentify the major furniture collections in
the areas of Germany from which many Pennsylvania German
woodworkers emigrated.
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CHAPTER TWO: TIMMIGRATION

Late seventeenth- and early eighteenth-century
German emigration to Pennsylvania was part of a much larger
international exodus of Germanic emigrants. In addition to
migrating to Pennsylvanla, eighteenth-century Germans went
to Prussia, Austrian-ruled Poland and Hungary, England,
Ireland, Spaln, the Carolinas, Virginia, New York, and Nova
Scotia. These movements were complicated by the influx of
Swlss, French Huguenot, and Dutch refugees into Germany
during the same time period. "Germany" was not yet a
unified nation, but was composed of numerous semi-autonomous
German-speaking states, each settled by individuals with
wldely divergent backgrounds, beliefs, and traditions. The
Rhineland alone contained more than 350 distinct

territories.

Scholars estimate that during the period Jjust
preceding the introduction of the Early Georgian style to
Philadelphia, between 1683 and the mid-1720's, about 20,000

people of Germanic origin lived in Pennsylvania.l

0f these,
about 5,000 emigrated to Pennsylvanlia directly; the
remainder were elther offspring of these first settlers or

German 1lmmigrants who came to Pennsylvania by way of New

17
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Yor’k.2

To put this figure into perspective, the population
of Phlladelphia increased from roughly 2,300 in 1700 to
8,658 in 1731%.3 Clearly, German settlers represented a

slzeable fraction of this growth.

Of the nearly U420 active woodworkers in Philadelphia
between 1681 to 1755, 65, or approximately 16% were of
Germanic origin (see Appendices I and II). German
woodworkers whose orlgins have been 1ldentified migrated from
two main areas in Germany: 1) the lower end of the Rhine,
near Holland; and, 2) the upper end of the Rhine, from towns
near Malnz, Worms and Heidelberg, near Frankfort (see Figure
2). For all emigrants, the Rhine River, which flowed from
south to north, was a major transportation route to
Rotterdam, the port from which most emigrant-carrying

vessels sailed.

Motives for leaving Germaany were as complex and
varled as 1ts inhabitants. The mass exodus of as many as
75,000 German~speaking immigrants to Pennsylvania from 1683
to 1776 was caused by both "push" factors from witnin
Germany and "pull" factors from outside.a Adverse social
and economic conditlons throughout Germany "pushed" many
resldents to seek settlement elsewhere. A succession of
wars beginning with the Thirty Years' War (1618-1648) caused
tremendous destruction and a decrease in population in the

Rhineland region. During the French lnvasion of the
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Palatinate in the 1680's and 1690's, Louis XIV's repeated
military campaigns devastated Worms, Mannheim, and
Heidelberg. The War of Spanish Succession (1701-1714),
which involved the interests of numerous European states,

continued to disrupt the reglon.

Revitalization of the Rhine lands after the Thirty
Years' War and unfavorable conditions elsewhere in
continental Europe resulted in an influx of forelgners that
continued to drive many other individuals out of Germany.
Population losses caused by the Thirty Years' War, led
territorial lords to confiscate unclaimed lands and
implement a major rebullding program designed to lure

5

immigrant laborers, craftsmen and other tradesmen. This
drew an estimated 10,000 Swiss to the Rhine lands, which was
the beginning of a large scale migration of Swiss immigrants
that extended well into the eighteenth century.6 In 1685,
the revocation of the Edlct of Nantes deprived French
Protestants of their religilous liberties and drove large
numbers of Huguenots from France, many of whom fled to the

Rhine lands.7

This influx of forelgners exacerbated the
already "precarious balance between limlited communally held
resources and the relatively large number of people who had
to share them."8 Recurring agricultural crises hindered

recovery and caused famine, unemployment, and further

economic blight.
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Unfavorable socilal conditions and changes in
regional and national prosperity were particularly difficult
for furniture craftsmen and other artisans. Although
artisans were numerically by far the most important social
group in late seventeenth- and early eighteenth-century
Germany, in status they were only one level above the lowest
rank in society (day laborers and domestic servants).9
Mandatory labor and military service requirements, imposed
by many territorial lords, took advantage of a craftsman's
skill, resources and time. Gullds tried to further regulate
artisans' lives 1n thelr attempt to preserve traditional
methods of production and distribution-- often agalinst the
will of the territorial rulers. Adverse economic conditions
and high levels of individual indebtedness caused
considerable unemployment and underemployment among
craftsmen. This labor surplus relative to the demand
increased competition among artisans and limited future

financial pr’ospects.10

Not surprisingly, many immigrant woodworkers and
their families had made multiple moves in continental Europe
before emigrating to Pennsylvania. Turner Jacob Levering's
father was born 1n Gamen, Westphalia, and his mother in

Leyden, Holland.'!

His oldest sister was born in Gamen, his
other older brothers and sisters were born in Mulheim on the

Ruhr River, and by the time Jacob was born, the family had
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moved to Pennsylvania, Turner Johannes Bechtel's parents.
fled from Frankenthal to Welnheim where Johannes was bor-n.12
He later moved to Heldelberg to serve hls apprenticeship,
before moving to Pennsylvanla. Another turner, Peter
Shoemaker, Sr., migrated with his mother and siblings from
Niederdollendorf (near Bonn) to Mainz and then to Kriegsheim

(near Worms) before finally leaving for Pennsylvania.13

Political and economlc instability affected some
sectors of the population more than others. Mennonites
relied upon the Elector of the Palatinate and successilve
political administrations to contlnually grant special
dispensations which permitted them to practice thelr
religion In private and exempted them from military service

for a set fee.lu

Protestant religious groups, including
Lutheran and Reformed church members, were continually at
odds wlth the Palatinate's Roman Catholic Electors, John
William (1690-1716) and Charles Philip (1716-—17&2).15

Religious toleration was sporadlc at best.

These difficult conditions made 1nhabitants of the
Rhine lands particularly receptive to promotional
literature, advertising and recruiting agents seeking to
entice already discontent individuals to settle outside
Germany. The "pull" came from pamphlets, newspaper
advertisements for specific settlement projects, and

personal letters from individuals who had emigrated
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previously. Return visits from emigrants hired as
recruiting agents convinced many to leave. In addition,
professional recrulters targeted organized promotional

campaligns on areas with significant emigration potential.16

William Penn himself did much to promote settlement
in Pennsylvania. During hils second trip to Holland and the
Palatinate in 1677, Penn offered personal freedom and land
in Pennsylvania to inhabitants of'Frankfort, Kriegsheim, and
Worms. His descriptions of Pennsylvania, published in
several languages in 1681, 1682 and 1684, were distributed
with the help of the Quakers in the Palatinate and the Low
Countries, where many Rhinelanders had already gone. Penn's
Frankfort Land Company and his agent, BenJamin Furly,
handled the mechanics of emigration for many of the early

Pennsylania German settlers.17

Later, profit-seeking shilp companies loaded their
vessels with immlgrant cargo for which they hoped to be paid
under the redemptlioner system. This system allowed an
immigrant to receive free passage 1n return for servitude
for a set period of time to a master who pald his sea
freight,. Craftsmen were particularly desirable cargo as
Philadelphia merchant John Kidd pointed out in a 1750 letter

s Neale and Neave: '"Make [;ic a good freight tho

to Mess'
we had the misfortune to lose one o0ld fellow & one remains

unsold but 1f you could get Tradesmen of any sort or Cuntry
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(sic) lad they are the best freight you can put in a ship."18

Woodworkers were well represented in the earliest
migrations to Pennsylvania: from Krefeld (near Holland) in
1683, from Krefeld and Mulheim on the Ruhr (also near
Holland) in 1684, and from Kriegsheim (near Worms) in 1685.
Thelr dates of arrival are spread throughout the entire
period of this study. Known arrival dates tend to cluster
in the years 1683 to 1702 (12 arrivals) and 1726 to 1741 (16
arrivals), but this may be due simply to the fact that the
early years represent the first Germanic immigrants and the
later date range colncides with the approximate beginning of
mandatory Provinclal Pennsylvanla immigration records in

1727.19

Of the 66 Germanic woodworkers identified, 30% were
Jolners, 32% were turners and chairmakers, 22% were
carpenters and 16% were in other woodworking-related trades.
These percentages are roughly comparable to the composition
of the total population of Philadelphia woodworkers during
the same 1681-1755 period, with the exception of the turning
and chalirmaking trades, where German woodworkers represented
a larger proportion. These two closely related trades
accounted for only 15% of the non-Germanic woodworkers,
compared to 32%, or twice as many, of the German
woodworkers. More importantly, nearly one-third (21 out of

74) of the total number of turners and chailrmakers in
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Philadelphia during this period were of German origin or
ancestry. These flgures demonstrate that German woodworkers
were not only present in Philadelphia during the period in
which the Early Georglan style is thought to have been
introduced, but they were an important factor, at least in
terms of numbers, in the turning and chairmaking trades.
Since there 1s a tendency for craftsmen to retain
woodworking methods they learned during their
apprenticeships, it i1s likely that these woodworkers
continued to construct chalrs using the Germanic techniques
they were taught and for these methods to have been

perpetuated through the apprenticeship system.20
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See Chapter One, note 22, above.
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CHAPTER THREE: CONSTRUCTION

There are several theories on the origin of
Philadelphia seat framing techniques. The late Benno M.
Forman suggested that they care German.1 Others, 1ncluding
David Stockwell, John T. Kirk and Desmond Fitz-Gerald have

2 In an earlier

suggested that these technliques are Irish.
work, Kirk also says that these construction features are of
English origin.3 The discusslon that follows will first
explore the hypothesls that these techniques are German and

then deal with the other theories.

Late seventeenth- and early eighteenth-century
German woodworkers used the principles of both the
conventional London-type seat construction and those
subsequently found 1in Philadelphia-type seat construction.u
Although the London-type seat construction appears to have
been wildespread throughout Germany (see Plates 1—&),5 the
focus of this discussion 1is the presence of
Philadelphlia-type seat construction principles. The search
for these technliques was conducted in major museums along
the Rhine from Krefeld to Mannheim (the area where most of

the German emigrants to Philadelphia originated), Aachen

28
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(near the French and Dutch border) and in areas of Northern
Germany, including Hanover, Hamburg and Brunswick (where the

English influence was likely to be the strongest).

German woodworkers used at least three varlations of
dowel-type seat construction, one of which appears 1in
surviving Philadelphia Early Georgian chairs. In the first
type, the front legs intersect the side and front seat rails
In the same manner as that adopted in Philadelphia compass
seat construction (see Figure 1 : "round dowel-type," 1i.e.
"Philadelphla-type" construction). 1In the second version,
the front legs end in a pentagon-shaped tenon, instead of a
dowel-shaped round tenon, that pierces through the joint
formed by the 1ntersection of the front and side seat rails
(see Filgure 3: "pentagon-type" construction). In the third
varlation, the front legs reduce to a positive
dovetall-shaped ending which fits 1nto a groove sawn and
chiseled through the joint formed by the intersection of the
front and side rails (see Figure 4: "dovetall-type"
construction). In all three versions, the shoulders of the
front legs bear most of the weight and the applied force of
an individual seated in the chair is parallel to the grain
of the front legs of the chair as in the Philadelphia

examples.

An oak chalr from Cologne shown in Plate 5 1s an
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Fig. 3. "Pentagon-Type" Compass Seat Constructlon
(Drawing, Sara Harper)

Note: Chalr front 1s at left; applied seat
rim 1s not shown.
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Fig. 4. "Dovetail-Type" Compass Seat Construction
(Drawing, Sara Harper)
Note: Chair front is at right; applled seat
rim is not shown.
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example of a German chair made with the "round dowel-type"
6

seat construction. Although the seat 1is rectilinear and
not curved- or compass-shaped, the front corﬁers of the
chalr were fabricated like a Philadelphla compass seat
chair. Here, too, the front and side seat ralls intersect
in a horizontal mortice- and tenon-Jolint that 1is secured by
the dowel-like ending of the upper leg (see Figure 1 and
Plate 6). In the German chair, the round tenon, or
dowel-1like member, 1s split in the center by a wedge
inserted frcm above which tightens the dowel within the
round mortice. This technlique was also frequently used on

7 The use

Philadelphia Early Georgian compass seat chairs.
of wedged round tenons 1s a traditional German technology,
widely used in Brettstuhle, or board chailrs, and 1n benches
built into the woodwork of a house.8 The insertion of the
wedge relleves strain by creating a "plane of fallure" along
- the edge of the wedge where a crack 1s allowed to form,

alleviating the pressure on the glued circumference of the
mortice which 1is left intact when pressure 1s applied.9 The

wedge also prevents the chalr leg from rotating once the

chair 1is assembled.

There are significantly different physical
properties of wood in the London-type construction and this
dowel-type construction. As stated earlier, the basic

difference 1is the way in which welght 1s transferred to the
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legs of the chair. 1In both types of construction, the
weight of an individual seated in the chair is distributed
evenly to all four seat ralls. In the London-~type
construction, the transfer of the load from the seat rails
to the legs occurs Iin the vertically-oriented, mortice- and
tenon-Jjoint formed by the intersection of the side rails
into the rectangular upper ending of the leg. The weight of
an individual seated on the chalr exerts a raking force
causlng points of high stress on the upper inside and lower

outside corners of the tenon.10

(An easy way to understand
this would be to clench a pencll in your hand, and with the
pencil parallel to the floor, apply a downward pressure on
the slide of the pencll away from your grasping hand; you can
feel the pressure points in your clenched hand.) In a chair
this downward pressure, or vertlcal compression, is
perpendicular to the grain of the side rail tenon. Since
wood 1s weaker in compression perpendicular to the grain,
this 1s not the strongest type of joint used in chair
constructlion. Whether or not seventeenth- or early
eighteenth-century woodworkers understood in an abstract
sense the mechanics behind these joints, they compensated
for the relative weakness of this kind of joint through
other aspects the chalr construction, such as the addition

of stretchers or by the use of a different strength wood for

the mortice (leg) than for the tenon (slde rail).
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Dowel-type or Philadelphla-type seat construction
(see Figure 1) takes advantage of the superior strength of
wood in compression parallel to the grain. 1In thils type of
seat construction, the shoulders of the leg (on either side
of the round tenon) bear most of the weight. Here, the
downward force (or compression) applied by an individual
seated in the chalr 1s parallel to the vertical grain of the
chair leg. Compression parallel to the grain of the wood
(dowel-type) 1s much stronger than compression perpendicular
to the grain (London-type). When constructed out of black
walnut, as were many Philadelphia chairs, the dowel-type
joint 1is able to bear six times more welght than the
London-type Jjoint, all other factors being equal.11 The
point here 1s not that dowel-type seat construction is
superior, but instead to explain the structural mechanics
behind the two types of seat construction so that in the
discussion that follows, slight variations in a woodworker's
technique willl not overshadow the fundamentals of his

structural design.

Some scholars have speculated that the greater
strength of dowel-type construction allowed craftsmen to
eliminate stretchers and to design highly curvilinear
seats.12 However, the survival through two centuries of use
of numerous highly curvilinear German compass seat and

stretcherless chalrs fabricated with London-type seat
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construction methods belies these arguments (see Plates 3
and 4, for example). Thus, 1t appears that there may be no
structural necessity for dowel-type construction, which may
in fact be "overenglineered" for the purpose for which 1t was
designed. However, there may have been non-structural
competitive advantages, such as ease or cost of fabrication,
that led to the development and acceptance of the dowel-type

construction method.

The seat of the elaborately carved German chair in
Plate 7 was constructed with a pentagon-shaped upper leg
ending, the second variant of German seat construction to
which the Philadelphia-type Jjoint is related. 1In this
chair, the side seat ralls joln the front seat rail in a
half-lapped joint 1lnstead of the mortice-~ and tenon-joint
used by woodworkers in Philadelphia (see Figure 3 and Plate
8). The upper part of the front leg ends in a
pentagon-shaped dowel that pins the lapped joint together
and at the same time provides the shoulder underneath the
Joint which bears the welght exerted by a person sitting on
the chair. As a result, the front leg is in compression
parallel to the graln of the wood. As in Philadelphia chair
construction, the seat rails are relatively wide horizontal
members 1n order to accomodate the pentagon-shaped dowels.
However, in the German chalr the front rail 1s located

between the side rails instead of the side ralls between the
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front and rear rails. The strength of the chair 1is

increased by the addition of stretchers.

The intarsla-decorated "Dutch-Germanic" chair in
Plate 9, one of a palr of side chairs now in Chatsworth
House 1in Derbyshire, England,13 was also made with the
"pentagon-type" construction. Its construction differs
little from the carved chair in Plate 7, except that corner
blocks have been added to the Chatsworth example (see Plates

10 and 11).

Creating a pentagon-shaped dowel and hand cutting a
corresponding mortice seems at first to be unnecessary work
when compared to the method found in Philadelphia,lu which
involved turning a round dowel-like leg ending on a lathe
and boring a round hole through the seat ralls with an
auger. However, the pentagon-shape would have prevented the
leg from rotating once the chair is assembled, making the
additlon of a wedge unnecessary. This pentagonal joint may
have been more of a Joiner's approach than a turner's since
forming a pentagonal tenon and shaping a corresponding
mortice may have been a simpler solution for either a
woodworker who didn't know how to operate a lathe, or for a

shop without tur'ner's.l5

The third Germanic version of dowel-type compass

seat construction adopted by woodworkers in Philadelphia is
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evident In the chalrs shown 1n Plates 12 and 15.16

In this
variant, the front legs end in a positive dovetall shape
which appears to fit in a groove cut through the lapped
front and side seat rails forming a "Graten," or fishtail
joint;15 without x-raying these chalrs, it i1s difficult to
determine the exact nature of the interior of this joint.18
As in the pentagon-type construction discussed abovs, the
side rails overlap the front seat rail in a half-lapped
Joint (see PFigure 4 and Plates 13 and 14). Although the
fishtail, or "Graten," looks very attenuated and fragile, it
has only a very minor weight bearing function. As in all of
these dowel-type Jjoints, the shoulders of these tenons at
the top of the leg bear most of the weight. 1In addition,
this joint was undoubtedly reinforced with glue.
Furthermore, the locking function of this fishtail may be

more complex on the inside of this joint than 1t appears on

the outside.19

Two of the chairs discussed above with Germanic
variants of the dowel-type seating construction have been
attributed to craft centers in the Netherlands (Plates 9 and
12), which raises the possibility that these techniques may
be of Dutch origin. However, thls 1s really a moot point
for several reasons. First, according to Dr. Liefke,
Curator of Furniture at the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam, these

variations of dowel-type seat construction techniques are
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not characteristic of mainstream Dutch furniture production:
"All Dutch chalrs-- wlith the exception of primitive regional
sitting [;1@] furniture-- were constructed with the

'London-type' seat."20

Second, little research has been
undertaken to distingulsh between Dutch and German chairs of
this period. This 1s evident from the conflicting
attributions of the chairs in Plates 7 and 15. Although
they are stylistically very similar, one has a Dutch or
Mainz, Germany, attribution and the other has an attribution

to Cologne, Ger'many.21

Third, as noted earlier, the
Dutch/German borders were highly volatile during the late
seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. Between 1600
and 1702, the County of Moers (which included Krefeld, from
which many early Pennsylvanla German immigrants came) was
ruled simultaneously by the Princes of Nassau and Orange,

who were both hereditary stateholder's.22

That same territory
was ruled by the Prussian leader, Frederick Wilhelm I
between at least 1722 and 173M.23 These fluctuations 1in
rule have caused at least one historian to state that
"emigrants to America from the lower Rhine could not always
be unequivocably dlstingulshed as Dutch or German
nationals—-- even in their own view of their national

identity.m2"

Another key construction feature assoclated with

Philadelphia Early Georglan seating furniture 1s the use of
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wedged side raill tenons that pass completely through the
rear stiles and are visible from behind, instead of blind
tenons which are 1lnvisible from the rear of the chair.
Forman suggested that thls, too, may be a German
technique.25 The results of my research are inconclusive as
to whether this technique originated with German craftsmen.
All that can be sald for certain is that the use of this
feature appears to be most prevalent 1in northern Germany, in
the Brunswick region (see Plates 16 and 17). None of the
Germanic chairs with Phlladelphia-type seat construction
features that were discussed above have through-tenons.
However, the use of wedged through tenons has been
documented in German door frames, chest lids and the writing

surfaces of desks.26

This technlque appears to be a much
more widespread construction method that occurs 1in isolated
examples of chairs made in England, Germany, the

Netherlands, Sweden and Italy.27

Stylistically, there are few similarities between
Germanlc seatlng furniture and Philadelphia Early Georgian
chairs.28 German chalirs of this period are characterized by
an upwardly protruding center crest raill; serpentine fronts
on compass seat chalrs; front seat ralls with either an
indented or protruding center section with a central drop;
often flat or slightly rounded stretchers; and foreshortened

ball and claw feet, or upturned scroll feet that are either
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plain or mounted on a hoof-like element (see Table 1). The
closest stylistic parallels with Philadelphia Early Georgilan
chairs seem to occur in the Hanover and Brunswick areas of
northern Germany. However, since English influence was
strong 1n that region after the ascenslon of George I to the
English throne in 1714, it remains difficult to determine
where German influence begins and English influence ends.
The chair in Plate 18 from Marienburg (near Hanover) is
remarkably similar below the seat frame to a group of
Philadelphia Early Georglan chairs such as the one shown in
Plate 21. The contours of the flat stretchers are nearly
identical, as are the plain, heavy looking knees and
"slipper" feet. Generally, the preference for flat
stretchers 1s thought to be a northern continental European

29 Similar feet also appear on chairs from

feature.
Brunswick (see Plate 16). Basically, Philadelphia compass
seat chairs of this perlod combine German seat support

principles with Fnglish stylistic features.

The presence of variatlions of the Philadelphia-type
seat construction principles in Germanic furniture, as
demonstrated by the use of the "round dowel-type,"
"pentagon-type," and "dovetall-type" techniques discussed
above, provides very strong evidence for the Germanlc origin
of Philadelphia Early Georgian seating constructlon

techniques. As suggested above, the "dowel-type" technique,
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PTATURES

Seat Construction

Seat ahape

Pront leg/ seat rall intersection
Wedged through tenons

Other Construction Features

Applied lip to support slip seat
Side of rear stile pinned
Back of rear atile pinned

Splat tenaons into shoe

Style Peatur

Surface decoration

Upwardly protruding center crest ratl
Stde molding on stiles
Serpentine front seat rall

o Indented center

o Prent center drop

Bracket respond
Racked back rear legs

Stretcher
o Plat

Poot type

Plate 1

compas
London-type

veneered;
carved knee

X

X

x
protruding

X

part of atde
seat rall

alight

scroll

TABLE 1: CHARACTERISTICS OF GFRMAKN CHAIRS, ca.i720-1750

Plate 2 Plate S Plate 7 Plste 9 Plate 12 Plate 15 Plate 16 Plate 18
COmpANY rectangular eompash conpasa compass compaas compasa conpass
London-type dowel-type pentagon-type pentagon-type dovetall-type dovetatl-type London-type N.A.

- - - - - - X -

- X X X X X N.A. -

? X X X X - X -

? X X - X X - -

- N.A X X X X N.A. N.A.
carved carved; carved intaraia; veneered; tarved inlay inlay

molded carved knen carved knee

X X X X X X X X

X N.AL x - - X - -

X N.A. X X X X N.A. N.A.

X N.A. protruding protruding X X N.A. N.A.

X X X X X X - X
part of side - - - - - part of aide part of side
Aeat ratl seat rafl seat ratl
cabriola reverae catricle X X cabriole X X

cabricle

- - X x X - X X

- - asery msemy semy - X X
ball and claw scroll alipper on ball and claw ball and claw ecroll on slipper slipper

hoof hoof

187
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which 1s most prevalent in Philadelphia, 1s more of a
turner's technique; in Philadelphia, nearly one third of the
turners working between 1681 and 1755 were of German origin

30

or ancestry.

However, other questlons remain. Is there validity
to the theory that Philadelphla seat construction techniques
are Irish? What 1s the evidence supporting this theory? Do
the two theorles have to be mutually exclusive? Those who
suggest that Ireland was the source for the distinctive
construction techniques used in Phlladelphla have based
their hypothesis on two chairs with similar construction
techniques, the presence of Irish immigrants in
Philadelphia, and stylistic similarities between
Philadelphia and Irish furniture. In all likelihood, both
Philadelphia and Irish seat construction technigues have a

Germanic origin.

The Irish chairs cited for thelr similarity to
Philadelphia compass seat constpuction are nearly identical
to two of the three German variations of Philadelphila-type
seat construction described above. The chalr most
frequently used to support the Irish theory was constructed
with the "pentagon-type" upper leg ending,3l like the
Germanic chairs in Plates 7 and 9. 1In both the Irish and
German chairs, the front rall 1s located between the wide,

horizontally-oriented side ralls as opposed to the
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Philadelphia practice of placing the side rails between the
front and rear rails. A second Irish chair cited for its
similarity to Philadelphia seat construction was exhibited
in the loan exhibltlon, "Philadelphia's Irish Legacy,
1740-1840" at the 1984 University of Pennsylvania Hospital
Antiques Show in Philadelphia.32 Its seat was fabricated
wilth the "dovetail-type" technlique like that found on the
Germanic chairs in Plates 12-15. Additionally, the chair in
Flgures 19 and z0, which may be Irish according to the
Victoria and Albert Museum,33 1s also constructed with the
"dovetail-type" front corner Jjoint. Both the structural
principles (compression parallel to the grain of the leg)
and the specific variations in technique in these Irish
chairs are nearly identical to the Germanic "pentagon-type"

and "dovetall-type" seat construction methods.

These similarities can be explained by the 1709
emigration of Germans to London and Ireland. 1In that year,
Queen Anne encouraged, and even subsidized, the migration of
approximately 13,500 German emigrants who hoped to go to the

English colonies 1in America.Bu

Encouraged by the Lutheran
pastor Joshua von Kocherthal's promotional piece on the
Carolinas published in 1706, and reports of the German
emigration to New York in 1708, most of this new wave of
emlgrants expected to be sent to the American colonies

35

Ilmmediately. However, there were no substantive plans to
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send them, forcing most of them to remain in the "Palatine"
camps 1in Blackheath, Greenwich and Camberwell, near London.
Approximately 250 of these individuals were woodworkers (see

Table 2).36

The inability of these immigrants to support
themselves, their dependence on the British government for
subsidies, and growing anti-~Palatine sentiment caused the
London Board of Trade to solilcit proposals for the
disposition of these immigrants. At the request of the
Council of Ireland, approximately 3,075 Germans were sent to
Ireland "to strengthen the Protestant cause there."37
Assuming that the ratlo of woodworkers to the total number
of German emigrants to London In 1709 was the same for those
who went to Ireland, this means that about 60 German
woodworkers emigrated to Ireland in this one year alone,
settling primarily in Dublin and Limerick. It 1s very
likely that one or a group of these woodworkers introduced
the Germanic compass seat constructlion methods into Ireland.
Another, but much smaller, group of German immigrants to
London In 1709 were sent to areas of northern England.
Parishes throughout England were offered a bounty for each
German emigrant they were willling to accept. Under this
system, approximately 130 individuals and 16 families were

38

sent to areas of Yorkshire and Lancashire. This may help

explain John Kirk's earlier theory that Philadelphla seat
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Table 2. 1709 German Emigration to London, By Woodworking Trades*

1709 Arrivals: May 6 May 27 June 2 June 11
St. Catherine’s MWalworth St. Catherine’s  St, Catherine’s  Total

Total to London 832 1193 2730 1745 6920
Males of Age 210 31 701 423 ipas
Carpenters 8 18 45 22 93
Joiners 4 ] 8 5 22
Turners 0 4 2 0 6
Total Woodworkers 12 27 35 27 121
Woodworking Trades as a Percent of: Males of Age Total Woodworkers
Carpenters (93/1645) = &% (93/121) = 774
Joiners (22/1645) = 1.3% (22/121) = 184
Turners (6/1645) = 044 (6/121) = %4

Total Germans to London Males of Age
Total Hoodworkers as a Percent of: (121/6520) = 24 (121/1645)=7%

Source: "List of Germans from the Palatinate Who Came to Enqland in 1709," The New York
Genealogical and Biographical Record, 40 and 41, (1909 and 1910), 49-54, 93-100,
160-67, 241-248, and 10-19.

* . ,
Partial list
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construction methods originated in England.39

Could German trained Irish woodworkers who emigrated
to Philadelphla have introduced Germanlic compass seat
construction methods into Philadelphia? Whille possible, 1t
seems unlikely given the high ratio of Germans to Irish in
the Philadelphla immigrant population. Arrival figures are
sketchy for the pre-1735 period, but existing records
suggest that German immigrants to Philadelphlia outnumbered
Irish immigrants by nearly two to one (see Table 3). By
1740, Germans were arriving five times more frequently.
Prior to the Revolutlon, Irish immigration to the Delaware

Valley remalned about half the level of that from Ger‘many.aO

When viewed from the larger perspective of
international German emigration, this case study in the
Iintroduction of just one set of reglonal attributes—-- the
construction of Philadelphia Early Georgian chairs--
suggests that the transmission of a furniture style through
the acculturatlon of immigrant craftsmen 1s, perhaps, much

more complicated than previously thought.
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Table 3. German and Irish Emigration to Philadelphia,

1683-1740
Germans Irish
Year No. Ships No. Pass. No. Ships No. Pass.
1683-1726 9 gagh o
1727 5 1198 9 405
1728 3 395
1729 2 300 13 1865
1730 3 uu7 1 45
1731 4 628 3 277
1732 11 2095 5 225
1733 7 1262 2 322
1734 2 392 6 755
Pre-1735
Subtotal 46 7605 39 3894
1735 3 268 4 343
1736 3 736 2 165
1737 7 1548 2 90
1738 16 3314 1 45
1739 8 1463 3 135
Pre-1740
Total 33 14,934 51 U672

Source: Marianne S. Wokeck, "A Tide of Alien Tongues: The
Plow and Ebb of German Immigration to Pennsylvania,
1683-1776," Diss. Temple University 1983,
pp.111, 267, Tables 1 and 3.

AIncludes estimate of forty-five passengers per ship for two
ships for which exact numbers are unknown.

BCalculated using forty-five passengers per ship as Wokeck
suggests.
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CHAPTER THREE

NOTES

1 Forman, "German Influences in Pennsylvania
Furniture," pp.168-70.

2 See David Stockwell, "Irish Influence in
Pennsylvania Queen Anne Furniture," The Magazine Antiques,
79, No.3 (1961), pp.269-71; John T. Kirk, American Furniture
and the British Tradition to 1830 (New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, 1982), p.247; and Desmond Fitz-Gerald, "Irish
Furniture and Its Influence in Philadelphia 1740-1840,"
Unigersity Hospital Antique Show (Philadelphia: n.p., 1984),
pp.64-9.

3

4 The terms "London-type" and "Philadelphia-type"
construction are defined in Chapter 1, pp.l1-2 above.

Kirk, American Chalrs, pp.27-28.

5 Museums 1in Cologne, Aachen, Mainz, Neuweid,
Frankfort, Hannover, Brunswick and Hamburg have German
chairs constructed with the "London-type" seat construction.
Forman found the "London-type" of seat construction
exclusively in his research in Germany.

6 The carved back on thils chailr may have been added
at a later date than the construction of the lower half of
the chalr. Published as an early eighteenth century chair
from Cologne in Helnrich Krelsel, Spatbarock und Rokoko,
vol.2 of Die Kunst des Deutschen Mobels (Munich: C. H. Beck,
1970), PFigure 151, and Erich Klatt, Die Konstruktion alter
Mobel [Period Furniture Design), trans Hans-Heinz Kautmann
(Stuttgart: Julius Hoffman Verlag, 1977), p.182.

7 See Forman, "German Influences 1in Pennsylvanla
Furniture,”" p.168, Figure 107.

8 See scale drawings of Brettschemel in Klatt, Die
Konstruktion alter Mobel, pp.168-69. According to Klatt]

"chairs of this type were probably made by cartwrights."
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? Hoadley, Understanding Wood, p.l1l7.

10 An excellent drawing of the forces in this type
of joint 1s shown in R. Bruce Hoadley, Understanding Wood
(Newtown, Ct.: The Taunton Press, 1980), p.ll4, fig. 1

11 see Hoadley, Understanding Wood, p.l11l, Table 11,
"Strength Propertlies...of Some Commercially Important Woods
Grown in the Unilited States.”

12 See Charles F. Montgomery and Patricia F. Kane,
eds., American Art: 1750-1800 Towards Independence (Boston:
New York Graphlc Society, 1976), p.l47.

13 This is the chair to which Forman refers in
"German Influences in Pennsylvania Furniture," p.169, Note
162.

14 Close examination of the pentagon-shaped tenon
reveals that thls tenon had to be inserted through a mortice
hole in the seat ralls rather than through an open groove at
the outside corner of the seat frame because the side seat
rall is clearly intact around the perimeter of the pentagon
shape. See Figure 3.

15 Although a turner may have been more 1inclined to
fashlion a round tenon, chalrs made by turners do exlst with
rectangular tenons, such as the "Bradford" chair in New
England Begins: The Seventeenth Century, 3, pp.547-550, fig.
504, I am indebted to Robert Blair St. George for pointing
out this feature.

16 Plate 12 is published in Margrit Bauer, et al.,
Europaische Mobel von der Gotik bis zum Jugendstil
(Frankfort am Main: Museum fur Kunsthandwerk, 1976), p.112.

17 Use of this type of dovetall or "fishtall" was
not exclusive to highly tralned cabinetmakers. "Graten"
technology was used 1in fastening anti-warping battens to
Bretftschemel, henches and rural tables. See Klatt, Die
Konstruktion alter Mobel, pp.l41 and 168; Forman, "German
Influences in Pennsylvania Furniture," pp.111, 113, 116,
Figures 56, 59, and 63; and Annaliese Ohm, ed.,Furniture:
Gothic-Art Nouveau, trans. Lulse R. Pugh (Frankfort am Main:
Museum fur Kunsthandwerk, n.d.), p.19.

18 Attempts by thils author to have two such chairs
x-rayed were unsuccessful.

19 For examples of interior locking devices that
occur In joints that appear to be dovetail-like from the
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exterlor, see Karl Baumgarten, Zimmermannswerk in
Mecklenburg (Berlin: Academie Verlag, 1961), p.59, Filgure 30
and Abbott Lowell Cummings, The Framed Houses of
Massachusetts Bay, 1625-1725 (Cambridge: Harvard University
Press, 1979), p.58, Figure 53, I am indebted to Robert
Blair St. George for suggesting these sources.

20 Letters, P. Liefkes to author, May 29, 1984, and
March 8, 1985. Two so-called '"provincial'" Dutch chairs with
pentagon-type seat construction have now been identified in
the Rljksmuseum, Amsterdam, The Netherlands. I am indebted
to Philip Caldwell for discovering these chairs.

21 ObJect Flles, Rhelnisches Landesmuseum, Bonn, and
Kunstgewerbmuseum, Cologne, March 13, 1984. Related chairs
with both Dutch and German attributlions are in the
collections of the Bayerisches Nationalmuseum, Munich; the
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; the Minneapolis Institute of
Art, and the Art Institute of Chilcago.

22 Ingrid Schoberl, "Franz Daniel Pastorius and the
Foundation of Germantown," in Germans to America: 300 Years

of Immigration 1683 to 1983, ed. Gunter Moltmann (Stuttgart:
Institute for Foreign Cultural Relations, 1982), p.19.

23

24 Gunter Moltmann, "German Migration to America in
the Colonial Period and the Redemptioner System," in Germans
to America, ed. Moltmann, p.27.

25 Forman, "German Influences 1n Pennsylvanla
Furniture," p.169.

26 See Klatt, Die Konstruktion alter Mobel, pp.27,
166-167 and Forman, "German Influences in Pennsylvania
Furniture," pp.128, 139, 168-69, Figures 76, 83, and 84.

See Wokeck, "A Tide of Alien Tongues," p.85.

2T See Kirk, American Furniture and the British
Tradition to 1830, pp.l128-32.

28 One notable exception may exist in case
furniture. The regional preference for the so-called
"Aachen bohne," or bean, may relate to the Philadelphia
taste for the so-called "Philadelphia peanut." I am
indebted to Betsey C. Caldwell for discovering this
similarity. See Lydia L. Dewell, Deutsche Mobeldes Barock
und Rokoko, (Munchen: Wilhelm Heyne Verlag, 1975), p.70.

29 Philadelphia: Three Centurles of American Art
(Philadelphia: Philadelphla Museum of Art, 1976), p.3L. The

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



51

results of my preliminary research indicate that at least
four very different sets of templates were used in the
fabrication of the flat stretchers of Philadelphla Early
Georgian chairs.

30 See Appendices I and II.

31 gipk and Fitz-Gerald both published the same
photograph of an Irish chalr that belonged to the late
Philadelphia furniture dealer, Ernest Donnelly. The present
location of the chair is unknown. See Xirk, American
Furniture and the British Tradition to 1830, p.247, Figure
824; and Fitz-Gerald, "Irish Furniture and Its Influence in
Philadelphia, 1740-1840," p.66.

32 University Hospital Antique Show Catalogue,
"Philadelphia's Irish Legacy," Loan Exhibition Checklist,
p.63, no.l6.

33 The Department of Furniture and Woodwork at the
Victoria and Albert Museum 1is currently reassessing all of
its Irish furniture attributlons and 1s reclassifying many
chairs as English until further research. Although
presently listed as English, this chalr has often been
thought of as Irish; a mate to this chair is reported to be
in the Dublin Museum. I am Indebted to Betsey C. Caldwell
for prelimlnary research on thils chair.

34 Knittle, Palatine Emigration, pp.65-6.

35 Moltmann, "German Mlgration to America in the
Colonial Period and the Redemptioner System," pp.29-30.

36 This figure was derived by projecting the
percentage of woodworkers in a sample representing
approximately fifty percent of the population to the total
populatlion of German emigrants to London in 1709. Sample
data from "Lists of Germans from the Palatinate Who Came to
England in 1709," The New York Genealogical and Biographical
Record, 40 and 41 (1909 and 1910): 49-54, 93-100, 160-67,

241-L8, 10-19.
37 Knittle, Palatine Emigration, p.82.
38

Knittle, Palatine Emigration, pp.75-7. This
sample 1s too small to estimate with any degree of
reliability the number of woodworkers 1t contailned.

39
4o

See Note 3, above.

Wokeck, "A Tide of Alien Tongues," p.245.
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CHAPTER FOUR: CRAFTSMEN

Now that the presence of immigrant German craftsmen
in Philadelphla has been documented and the existence of
Phlladelphlia-~-type seat construction methods in German
furniture of this period has been verifled, it 1s necessary
to take a closer look at the Germanic craftsmen who migrated
to Philadelphia. What was thelr level of involvement in the
woodworking community in Philadelphia? Which individual or
1ndividuals, are the most likely candidates to have

introduced these construction methods into Philadelphia?

Immigrants who were trylng to establish themselves
in Philadelphia found a hlghly prosperous economic
environment whlch, with the exception of a short depression
in the mid-1720s, was marked by steady economic growth from

1 Transoceanlc and coastal trade

1681 to the late 17U40s.
grew raplidly; between 1720 and 1740 the number of shipping
vessels using the port increased by 70% and the tonnage they
carried by nearly one-third.? The local shipbuilding
industry was thriving. 1In 1726, alone, twice as much cargo

capaclty was bullt than in any year before 1723.3 Demand

for flnlshed goods continued to increase as the city doubled

52
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in population about every twenty years during the eighteenth

centuvy.u

As a group, Ilmmigrant German woodworkers produced a
full range of products, including maple and walnut chairs,
windsor chairs, bedsteads, splnning wheels, cradles, a high
chest of drawers, musical instruments, looking glasses,
sconces, gillded picture frames, pine and mahogany tables,

5

coffins, and various elements of ship Jjoinery. More
references to the production of spinning wheels survive than
for any other product classification.6 Since account books
have not survived for any of these individuals, 1t is
difficult to gauge the quantity of obJjects produced in total
or thelr relative profitability.7 However, the predominance
of turners among these German woodworkers and the fact that
there are few surviving references to the executlon of
pleces of case furniture suggests that the objects produced

by turners were, in fact, more in demand and, perhaps, more

profitable.

Some immigrant German woodworkers attained and
retalned a moderate to high level of wealth. The median
estate valuation of the German woodworkers listed in
Appendix II was £83 compared to an estimate of £94 for
Philadelphia woodworkers as a whole between 1681 and 1755.8

The level of wealth attalned by the German woodworkers

approximates the median level of wealth for the population
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of Philadelphia as a whole during this per’iod.9 Whereas 1in
Boston during this same period no immigrant woodworker had a
net worth at death greater than £100, or approximately £48

in Pennsylvanla currency,lo several Germanic woodworkers in
Philadelphia exceeded that level. Johan Fitzence Mayor's

estate was valued at £334 in 1738, Gotthart Demuth's at £247
in 1744, Isaac Shoemaker's at £228 in 1732, Jacob Levering's
at £594 in 1753, Peter Shoemaker Jr.'s at £1029 in 1740, and

James Cresson's at £1887 in 1746. 11

Accumulated wealth 1s one measure of an individual's
ability to succeed in an English dominated soclety, but
inventories do not survive for all individuals, nor are they
necessarily complete. Other factors that are likely to have
led to success warrant conslderation. German woodworkers
who did well in Philadelphla were assimilated to some degree
Into the dominant English community, either through business
connections, kinship ties, or religious affiliation. Ship
Joiner Nicholas Cassell, who worked for such well known
merchants as Isaac Norris, John Reynell, and Samuel Powell,
had an English Quaker business partner, William Maugridge.12
Successful German woodworkers who operated their own shops
took on their own apprentices. Turner Johannes Gibhardt, who
may have been better known later.in the century as John

Gllbert, windsor chair maker, was master to a German

immigrant named George Doblewar't.13 The German woodworkers
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who perhaps assimilated into the English community to a
greater degree took on English apprentices. For example,
spinning wheel maker Jacob Shoemaker took on David Lindsay

as an apprentice in 1746.lu

Solomon Fussell, who Forman has
theorized was German, tralned apprentices William Savery and
Thomas Ackley.15 The scarclty of references to many German
woodworkers in merchants' account books and other surviving
business records, however, suggests that these situations
were exceptions to the general rule. Doubtless there were
many more examples of Germans who worked as Jjourneymen in

English shops, as did Jacob Souder, who was a journeyman for

carpenter "T. Gr'een."16

In order to be tied into ﬁhe city's economic base,
German woodworkers needed an English clientele. Some
woodworkers had such local support. Johann Conrad
Schwelghauser, a looklng glass maker and gilder, supplied
unspecified goods between 1753 and 1756 to merchant's wife

17

Mary Coates. In 1739, Patrick Brannen, who was described

in a contemporary newspaper advertisement as German, sold
eight chairs valued at £12 to John Reynell.18 Jolner Johan
Ulrich Cooll (Goull) sold numerous coffins to Thomas Penrose
over a ten year perilod (1739-1749) for German immigrants who
died on the voyage to Philadelphia.19 In addition,
prominent Philadelphia merchants such as Nehemiah Allen,

Isaac Norris, and William Fisher patronlzed German
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woodworkers.zo

Valuable connections were also made through ties of
marriage or religlous association. Marriage partners are
known for about one-third of the German woodworkers., Half
of these individuals married women with English sounding
names.21 A total of 27% married other Dutch-Germanic
immigrants. And the remaining 23% married second generation
German immigrants. All of the second generation woodworkers
married English women. Studles have shown that non-British
Immigrants who became affiliated with the Quaker religion
assimilated into the culture of Philadelphia more quickly
than other 1ndividuals.22 Certainly, roughly twenty-five
percent of the German woodworkers listed in Appendix II as

Quakers appear 1n surviving records more promlnently than

many others.

While these individual scenarios do not provide
enough evidence to draw any statistically based conclusions
about the correlation between success (as measured by
accumulated wealth) and the development of English business,
kinship, or religlous ties, or about the degree of
assimilation of German woodworkers in Philadelphia, they do
suggest that barriers to entry into the English dominated
woodworking industry, i1f they exlsted, could be overcome.
Yet not all immigrant German woodworkers chose that path.

The lives of turners Johannes Bechtel (1690-1777) and Jacob
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Shoemaker (1692-1772), both of whom produced large
quantitlies of spinning wheels, 1llustrate two diametrically
opposed responses to pressures to assimilate into the
English communlty. Both craftsmen lived in Germantown,
about five miles and two hours from Philadelphia. Johannes
Bechtel was a first generation immigrant who served his
apprenticeship as a turner in Heldelberg and came to
Germantown with his wife and three children in 1726.23 Jacob
Shoemaker was a second generation immigrant who inherited
his father's "timber materials and tools belonging to the

trades of turning and wheel making."gu

Johannes Bechtel chose to withdraw from English
culture. In Germantown, he was part of a tightly knit
community of German woodworkers. His daughter, Mary Agneta,
married another flrst generation turner named Cornelius
Weygandt, whom Johannes may have trained and to whom he gave
a house and an 1mportant parcel of land near the center of

25

Germantown. Bechtel's other daughter, Mary Susan, married

John Levering, the nephew of Germantown and Roxborough
Jolner Jacob Levering.26 Next door to Bechtel lived
Theobald End, a saddler who became one of the wealthiest
merchants.in Philadelphia County and whose son, Johann, had
a clockmaking business wlth another first generation

27

immigrant from Nurnberg named Martin Schnelder. Although

seemingly well situated in Germantown, Bechtel's interest in
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religious 1life-- first the German Reformed Church and then
the Moravian sect-- led him to join the Unitas Fratum
(Moravian Community) at Bethlehem in 1746. There, Bechtel
continued in the woodworking trade in the turner's shop,

producing goods for an ethnic minority until he died in

1777.28

Jacob Shoemaker, Jr., in contrast, sought to becone
much more a part of mainstream Engllish culture. Although
hils father lived in Germantown until Jacob Jr. was age 23
and he had numerous relatives who remained there, by 1738
Jacob, Jr. had set up hls own spinning wheel shop on Market
Street in Philadelphia where he presumably produced goods

29 Between 1745 and

primarily for the English community.
1748, he purchased enough metal parts from Stephen Paschall
for about seventy spinning wheels.3o In 1746, he took on an
English apprentice named David Lindsay, as mentioned above.
Increasingly, he had become a part of English soclety in
Philadelphia. His wife, Elizabeth Roberts, was the
granddaughter of Fnglish born Philadelphia joiner Richard

31

Gove. They were Friends, and as such, moved in circles
defined by Quaker ties. And along with prominent
woodworkers such as Willlam Maugridge, Enoch Flower,
Jedediah Snowden, Benjamin Randolph, and William Savery,

Shoemaker was an early member of the Library Company of

Philadelphia.>?
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Either through fate or personal choice, Johannes
Bechtel and Jacob Shoemaker, Jr., chose very different
levels of involvement in the Philadelphia woodworking
community. One can only speculate as to why they followed
such different paths. It 1s unlikely that Johannes Bechtel
lacked the capital resources with his Ilmportant land
holdings, unless, of course, he lacked liquidity. Perhaps
there was a difference 1n the readiness to adopt to change
between a first-generation and second-generation immigrant.

Or, perhaps, the two were very different personalitiles,.

After evaluating the bilographical evidence available
on each of the Germanlc craftsmen, three individuals emerge
as more likely than the others to have introduced these
distinctive construction features into Philadelphila: Peter
Shoemaker, Solomon Fussell, and Jacob Levering. All of
these individuals were assoclated with the production of
chalrs, had profitable careers which left them with greater
than average wealth, and are known to have Dbeen working
during the period from 1725 and 1735, when it 1s believed
that the Early Georglan style was introduced into
Philadelphia. FEach of these woodworkers also had an
extensive network within the woodworking trades and numerous
social and business contacts within the Fnglish community
which would have made the rapid and wldespread dissemination

of these constructlion methods possible,
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Peter Shoemaker emigrated tc Germantown from
Kreigsheim, near Worms, Germany, with his father and three
sisters in 1685.33 1t is likely that he learned his trade
from his father, who was also a turner, as was his cousin

34

Isaac Shoemaker. Peter Shoemaker and his father may have
been related to Jacob Shoemaker, the spi.ining wheel maker,
but the exact nature of the relationship between these
families has been an unresolved problem for genealogists for

35

centurles. Peter, Jr. amassed considerable wealth during

his career, leaving an estate valued at more than £1,000 at

36

his death in 1740. Both he and his Dutch-born wife,

Margaret Opdegraef, were Quakers, which must have provided a

vital link with the English community.37

The strongest evidence Iin favor of Peter Shoemaker's
integral role iIn the popularization of Germanic seat
construction technigues 1s an Farly Georgian style chair
that bears the brand, "P. Shoemaker" (see Plates 21-24). A
strong case of circumstantial evidence can be made that this
chalr is Peter Shoemaker's workmanship even though nothing
is known about any of the specific products he made. This
chalr was owned by descendents of the Shoemaker family until
1981 when it was purchased by a dealer who sold 1t to the
present owner. Published genealogical research
substantlates the chain of ownership from Peter Shoemaker to

the last Shoemaker descendent who owned the chair.38 This
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is further reinforced by the fact that one of the two known
mates to this chair bears a fragmentary handwritten
nineteenth century note which describes 1its links to the
Shoemaker family: "This chair was made... and originally...
Schumachers. Given to E. H. Holt in 1891 by Hannah Yerkes
one of the descendents of the Schumachers."39 E. H. Holt
and Hannah Yerkes are both part of the same branch through
which genealogical research shows the chair to have passed.
Although furniture brands can be both owner's marks and
maker's marks,uo it seems unlikely that a woodworker linked

to such a strong famlily network of turners would have

branded a chalr that he did not make.

Turner Solomon Fussell's participation in the Early
Georglan style in Philadlephia has been well documented by
For-man.u1 However, his contention that Fussell may be of
Germanic origin, despite unconfirmed family tradition that
he was born in Yorkshire, England, is still controversial.
Unpublisheu research directed by Christopher Gilbert in
preparation for a directory of English furniture makers only
lists one Fussell as working in England and that was at the

beginning of the ninet:eenth--cent:ury.L12 There was a "Joseph

Fussell von Felsburg" working in Mainz, Germany in 1726.“3
There are two towns called Felsburg, one near Kassel,
Germany and another much closer to Mainz in Switzerland near

Lake Constance. However, nelther of the towns' records
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4y

include any Fussells during the 1700-30 period. In his

Deutsches Namenlexlikon, Hans Bahlow lists "Fussel,"

"Fussle," and "Fussli" as Swiss names.u5 Given these facts
and the large number of Swiss emigrants who settled in
Germany during thils period, as described in Chapter Two, it
1s quite possible that Solomon Fussell was of Swiss or
Germanic origin. He may have been among the Germans who
migrated to parts of northern England, including Yorkshire,

in 1709.

Should Solomon Fussell's origin be proven to be
Germanic, he would have been a very likely promulgator of
Germanic seat construction techniques found in Philadelphia
Early Georgian chairs. He is first mentioned in the
Philadelphia records when hls son was born 1n 1729, which is
Just about the time thils style first appears in Boston.u6
His chalrmaking business was large, hlghly organized, and
very productive. As the master of William Savery, himself
one of the most prolific makers of labelled seating
furniture of this period, Fussell provides a valuable link
to extant "high-style" Phililadelphia chalrs of thils period.
Fussell was tremendously successful, first in the
chairmaking business, then as a merchant, and accumulated an

estate of £4,600 at his death in 1762.°7

In additlion, his
ties in the woodworking trades and with English colonial

socilety, comblined with the factors listed above, would have
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given him the resources to quickly popularize these

innovative construction techniques.

A final likely candidate 1s Jolner Jacob Levering,
whose family emigrated to Germantown in 1685 from the north
western part of Germany, not far from the Dutch border.u8
Jacob probably apprenticed to his father who came to
Pennsylvania as a jolner. Jacob's involvement in the
woodworking trades was varied. The 1nventory taken at his
death contains references to twenty-elght chailrs including
"8 high back arch chairs." References to unfinished pleces
of furniture such as, "6 walnut legs," "bedstead sides and
posts," and walnut and poplar boards and planks," confirm
that he was, in fact, making furniture out of the primary
wood used 1n the type of Philadelphia chairs that are the
topic of this paper. In addition, Jacob had an interest in
a "sawmill and timber wheels" with John Johnson (Jansen), a
prominent Dutch iImmigrant to Germantown. These business
interests left Jacob with an inventory valued at £ 594 when
he died In 1753. Although Jacob spent a considerable
portion of his 1life living in Roxborough, he evidently had
sufficlent interaction with the city of Philadelphia to
warrant the purchase of land for which he recelved yearly

ground qult rents of £275.u9

As a second-generation immigrant, Levering may have
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been more of a popularizer of Germanic seat framing
techniques than the individual responsible for their
introduction. It may have been necessary for a second
generation Germanic woodworker to disseminate the Germanic
methods of a master who was almost totally unassimilated
into Philadelphia English culture. A second generation
Immigrant who interacted with ease 1n both cultures may have

been the necessary mediator.

Most of the biographies presented in this chapter
have been discussed under the assumption that Germanic seat
construction techniques were introduced into Philadelphia by
a German-trained craftsman who had hls own shop. Following
this scenario, the presence of Germanic seat construction
methods and the absence of most elements of Germanic style
merely suggest that these immlgrant German masters
recognized that they could not just sell to other Germans,
but that they had to make furniture that would have appealed
to an English clientele. Alternatively, these techniques
could have been 1introduced by German trained craftsmen who
were Jjourneymen in English shops. Although their activities
remain relatively anonymous to us today, perhaps at least
one Engllsh furnliture shop owner was receptive to another

idea about chair construction.
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CONCLUSION

Although Philadelphla Early Georglan chairs are
predominantly English 1n styllistic appearance, there can be
little doubt that thelr fabrication was strongly influenced
by Germanic seat constructlion methods. These construction
techniques were not wildespread throughout Germany, but
originated in a localized reglion of Germany. Indeed, German
chairs of this period were made with both the dowel-type and

the London-type seat construction methods.

Dowel-type seat construction principles appear to
have been most commonly used 1n the lower Rhinelands, in
Westphalia, and along the Dutch border. All the German
chairs constructed 1n this manner that were discussed in
this thesls have a strong association with thils region.
These technliques were also used in so-called "provincial"
Dutch chalrs of this period, but they are not characteristic
of malilnstream Dutch furniture production, according to Dutch

furniture experts.

Immigrant German craftsmen undoubtedly introduced

these distinctive seat framing techniques into Philadelphia.

70
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Woodworkers who have been identified as German represented
approximately 16% of the woodworking community active 1in
Philadelphia between 1681 and 1755. Thelr representation in
the trades of turning and chalrmaking was even greater. In
these speclalizations, Germans accounted for nearly
one-third of all turners and chairmakers; the fraction of
German woodworkers active in these trades was twice that of
non-Germans. The presence of a large number of Germans in
Philadelphia and thelr relative absence 1n other urban
Colonial centers where these construction techniques are not
found further supports the importance of German woodworkers
in transmitting these 1deas about chair construction to
Philadelphia. Additionally, many German woodworkers in
Philadelphia migrated from the lower Rhineland, Westphalia,
and the Dutch border region, the areas where these

distinctive construction techniques are found.

The similarities in construction that exist between
Irish chalrs and Philadelphia chalrs of the Early Georgian
style can be explained by documented German migrations to
Ireland such as the one in 1709. Construction features that
some furniture connoisseurs have identifled as Irish are
really German 1in origin. In fact, detailed analysis of Irish
chair construction reveals that there are more common
elements between Irish and German furniture construction

than there are between Irish and Philadelphia chairs.
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Irish woodworkers are less likely to have introduced
these seat construction methods into Philadelphia. 1In the
pre-1735 period German immigrants to Philadelphia
outnumbered Irish immlgrants by nearly two to one, and by
1740, Germans were arriving five times more frequently.
Furthermore, the number of immigrant Irlish woodworkers who
would have been both exposed to German woodworking
techniques in Ireland and who would have subsequently
emigrated to Philadelphia would have most likely been very

limited.

The activities of immigrant German woodworkers in
Philadelphia demonstrate that some German woodworkers were
assimilated into an English dominated society and overcame
the barriers to entry into their trades. Many were
successful as measured by accumulated wealth. The specific
individual or individuals responsible for introducing and/or
popularizing the Germanic dowel-type technology into
Philadelphia is largely a matter of speculation. Available
evidence suggests that Peter Shoemaker, Solomon Fussell, and

Jacob Levering are the most likely candidates.

As this case study in the introduction of just one
set of regional attributes has shown, the transmission of
elements of a furniture style through the acculturation of

immigrant craftsmen is a very complex process.
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Norris, Isaac. "Flour Book," Philadelphia, 1735-1765.
DML.

—————————— . "Part of Cash Rook." Philadelphia. 1737-1741.
—————————— . "Part of Cash Book." Philadelphia. 1756-1758.

Norris, Isaac, Jr. Ledger, 1735-1750. HSP.

—————————— . Ledger, 1739-1770. HSP.

Norrils, Isaac, Sr. Ledger "A," 1724-1731. HSP.
—————————— . and Isaac Norris, Jr. Ledger, 1709-17L40. HSP.
—————————— . Ledger "B," 1731-1740. HSP.

Paschall, Stephen. Account Book, 1735-1736. Paschall and
Hollingsworth Collection. HSP.

—————————— . Ledger "A," 1735-1774. Paschall and
Hollingsworth Collection. HSP.

————— ————, Ledger "A," 1736-1742. Paschall and
Hollingsworth Collection. HSP.

—————————— . Ledger "B," 1737-1759. Paschall and
Hollingsworth Collection. HSP.

-———————<-, Ledger "B," 1752-1776. Paschall and
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—————————— . Account Book, 1713-1728. HSP.
—————————— . Account Book, 1731-1735. HSP.
__________ . Ledger, 1712-1722. HSP.

---------- . Ledger, 1713-1766. Paschall and Hollingsworth
Collection. HSP.

—————————— . Ledger’ 1718"1733! HSP.
Pastorius Papers. HSP.

Pemberton, John. Recelpt Book, 1748-1759. Etting
Collection. HSP.

Penn, Hannah. Cash Book, 1712-1720. Penn Manuscripts.
HSP.

Penrose. Cash Book, April 1743- July 1748. HSP.
—————————— . Cash Book, July 1748- May 1751. HSP.

Penrose, Thomas. Cash Book, February 1738- April 1743.
HSP.

Philadelphia County. "Petitions to ye Courts of Quarter
Sesslons," 1717-1775. HSP.

—————————— . Court Papers, 1697-1732. HSP.
—————————— . Court Papers. Indictments, 1715-1790. HSP.
Powell Papers. DML.

---------- . "Invoice Book (Samuel Powell) of Philadelphia
for goods bought 1n London, 1724-1725.'" DML.

Powell, Samuel. 1Involce and Day Book, 1748-1750. HSP.
__________ . Ledger, 1731. HSP.

---------- . Ledger, 1733-1747. HSP.

—————————— . Ledger "B," 1727-1733. HSP.

Powell, Samuel, Jr. Daybook, 1735-1739. DML.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



78

Reynell, John. Account Book, 1738-1767. HSP.

—————————— . "Accounts with George Claypoole."
Philadelphia. 1738-1762. DML.

—————————— . "Accounts with James James." Philadelphila.
1751, 1758. DML.

___________ Daybook, 1728-1731. HSP.

__________ . Daybook, 1732-1734. HSP.

—————————— . Daybook, 1736~1737. HSP.

—————————— . Involce Book, 1731-1738. HSP.

——————————— Ledger, 1727-1733. HSP.

___________ Ledger, 1734-1736. HSP.

__________ . Ledger "D," 1745-1767. HSP.

__________ . Ledger "2," 1727-1741. HSP.

Richardson, Joseph. Account Book, 1733-1739. HSP.

__________ . Ledger, 1734-1740. HSP.

—————————— . Ledger "A," 1742-1752. Coates-Reynell Papers.

Shoemaker, Mary W., Trans. "Germantown Court Record,”
1697-1707. HSP.

Swift, John. TLetterbook, 1747-1813. HSP.

Taylor, Joseph. Ledger, 1715-1723. HSP.

Trotter, Benjamin. Recelipt Book, 1733-1768. Thompson
Collection. HSP.

Trotter, Daniel. "Miscellaneous Receipts." DML

Webb, Joseph. Daybook, 1751-1754. DML.

—————————— . Ledger, 1744-1754. DML.

Wharton, John. "Bill to George Claypoole," 1759. DML.

Wharton, Joseph. Ledger Bcok, 1736-1793. HSP.
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APPENDIX I: PHILADELPHIA COUNTY WOODWORKERS 1681-1755

The followlng checklist represents the total known
population of Philadelphia County woodworkers between 1681
and 1755. It 1s organized by working dates, supplemented by
an alphabetical index following Appendix II, in order to
assist later researchers 1n establishing temporal
relationships between particular craftsmen, extant
artifacts, and documentary references. Since these working
dates are only estimates derived from known references to
individual craftsmen, they may not necessarily cover the

entire length of an individual's working life.

In addition, woodworkers have been assigned an
ethnic code and a generational designation, when known. For
example, "G2" refers to a second generation German. Other
abbreviations used include: E=English; I=Irish; W=Welsh;
D=Dutch; G=German; F=French; and S=Swiss. Since this
checklist 1s based on the work of numerous researchers with
varying objectives, all categories of data were not recorded
by all sources. Bibliographic sources are included in the

Key to Short Titles. The symbol "(R)" indicates that a

reference exlsts to that craftsman in another individual's

willl or administration.

88
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WORKING DATEL

1681~

c.1681-¢.1700

c.1681-

c.1681-d.1724

c.1681-

c.1681-d.1688

c.1682-

c.1682~c.1694

c.1682-d.1740

c.1682-

¢.1683-d.1699

¢.1683-c.1738

c.1683-

c.1683-

c.1683-d.1722

ETHNIC
CODE

0G

89

APPENDIX I: PHILADELPHIA COUNTY WOODWORKERS 1681-1755

NAME

Blake, Edward
Carter, William
Farmberough,
Thomas

Quare, Daniel

Sleighton,Henry

Tibbye, John

Coffen, Abraham
Fellows, John
Streper, John
(Streepers)

(Streypers)

Valecot, John
(Valecott)

Chick, James

Claypoole, Joseph

Clone, Richard

Maddock, John

Shoemaker, Jacob
{Schumacher)

DATES

b.1648-d.1724

-d.1688

-d.1740

-d.1693

-d.1744

c.1671-d.1722

TRADE

Turner

Turner

Chairmaker

Clockmaker

Turner

Joiner

Cabinetmaker

Cabinetmaker
Joiner

Carpenter

Cabinetmaker

Carpenter
Joiner

Jeiner

Joiner

Joiner

Turner

SOURCES

Horner:2

Horner :2
McElroy:169

McElroy:178-179

Horner :4

Horner :4
McElroy:206

Horner:3
McElroy:211

Horner:3

Horner:3,7
McElroy:179

Appendix 11

Horner:5

Myers:11-12
Horner:3
McElroy:170

Leibundquth:8-14
McElroy:170-171
Bjerkoe:66

Horner:3

Horner :4
McElroy:195

Appendix 11
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WORKING DATES

c.1685-¢.1728

c.1685-d.1710

c.1685-c.1690

c.1683-d.1744

c.1685-d.1740

c.1685-d.1707

c.1686-d.1732

c.1687-d.1707

c.1668-

-d.1689

c.1690-c.1723

c.16%0-c.1731

c.1691-c.1727

ETHNIC

rmn

90

NAME

Fisher, Hilliam

Flauerc. Daniel

Gove, Richard

Hendricks, Gerret

Levering, Hichert
Shoemaker, Peter
Jr.

(Schumacher)
Shoemaker, Peter,
Sr.

(Schumacher)

Shoemaker, Isaac
(Schumacher)

Hooper, Abraham

Walker, John

Stanton, Edward

Branson, William
Pratt, Abraham
Cassell, Arnold,

Sr.
(Kassell)

DATES

-d.1710

c.1648-d.1744

c.16xx-d.1740

¢.1622-d.1707

c.1669-d.1732

-d.1707

-d.1689

c.1670-c.1727

TRADE

Joiner

Joiner
Carpenter

Joiner
Carver

Turner
Carpenter

Joiner

Turner
Turner

Turner

Joiner
Cabinetmaker
Joiner
Joiner
Chairmaker

Joiner

Joiner

Joiner

SOURCES

Horner:3
PCH,1728:94
McElroy:180

P
urier s

Har
McElroy:181

Horner:3
McElroy:184~185

Appendix 11

Appendix II

Appendix 11
Appendix I

Appendix 11
McElroy:187-168
Horner:3

Horner:5
McElroy:213

Horner :4
McElroy:206-207

McElroy:167

Horner :4
Powell 1

Appendix 11
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WORKING DATES

c.1691-d.1744

c.1693-d.1704

c.1693~d.1724

1694~

c.16%4-d.1746

c.1693-

€.1697-

c.1697-d.1727

c.1699-d.1748

c.1702-d.1734

¢.1702-d.1763

€.1702-d.1725

-d.1703

c.1703-c.1714

c.1703-d.174¢6

ETHNIC
CoDE

NAME

Jones, John

Budd, John

Farmer, John

Beake, William
Jr.

Beidermann,
Ludwig Christian

Elvar, Robert

Boyer, Thomas

Tate, Robert

tmlen, Caleb

Crapp, John

Godshalk, Jacob,
or.

Zimmermann,

91

Phillip Christian

Beakes, Abraham

Evans, Edward

Stretch, Peter

DATES

-d.1744

-d.1704

~d.1724

-d.1746

~d.1727

-d.1748

-d.1734

1666-d.1763

~d.1725

-6.1703

1670-d.1746

TRADE

Joiner

Upholsterer
Clock and Hatch
Maker

Joiner

Yeoman
Carpenter

Chai rmaker

Turner

Joiner

Joiner
Chairmaker

Carpenter

Turner
Preacher

Carpenter

Turner

Joiner

Clockmaker

SOURCES

PCH,1744:79
Horner :4
McElroy:191-192

Horner:2
McElroy:168

Horner :3
McElroy:179

Horner:2
McElroy:164

Appendix II

McElroy:176

Horner:2
McElroy:166-167

Horner :5
McElroy:203-210

McElroy:177
Horner:3

Appendix II

Appendix 1]

Appendix [l

Schiffer:29

McElroy:177-178
Horner:3

Horner :4
Myers:33
Bailey:229
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WORKING DATES

€.1704-c.1721

€.1705-d.1752

¢.1705-d.1746

€.1705-c.1741

c.1706-d.1711

¢.1707-c.1716

¢.1707-d.1786

¢.1707-¢.1720

-d.1707

-d.1708

€.1708-d.1748

¢.1708-d.1743

¢.1708-c.1735

-d.1708

ETHNIC
CODE

D2

1?

6

NAME

Green, Giles

Armitt, Stephen

Cresson, Solomon

Widdifield, John
(Wetefield)

Cottey, Abel

Crostihwait, John
(Croslwhitt)

Keim, Johannes
Scull, Edward
Jr.

(Skull)

Shepard, Samuel
Harrison, John,
Sr

Kites, Abraham

Knowles, John

Leech, John

Plumley, Charles

92

DATES

-d.1752

c.1674-d.1746

1655-d.1711

-d.1786

-d.1707

-d.1708

c.1680-d.1748

-d.1743

-d.1708

TRADE

Joiner

Joiner

Carpenter

Turner
Chairmaker

Joiner

Clockmaker

Joiner

Turner

Joiner

Joiner

Carpenter

Turner
Joiner
Yeoman

Joiner
Carpenter

Chairmaker
Joiner

Carver
Turner
Cabinetmaker
Chairmaker

SOURCES
ARPh: 30
PtAd(R) ,1721:69

Horner:2
McElroy:l6l

Appendix 11
Horner:5
Myers:37
McElroy:213-214

Horner:3
Bailey:229

Horner:3
McElroy:175-176

Appendix II

Horner:4
Prime

Myers

Horner:4
McElroy:202-203

McEiroy:1895

Appendix 11

PCH,1743:67
Horner:4
McElroy:193-194

McElroy:194

McElroy:198-199
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WORKING DATES

c.1708-

€.1710-¢.1743

-d.1710

c.1710-

c.1710-c.1729

€.1710-d.1772

c.1711-d.1716

c.1711-d.1728

c.1711-6.1736

-d.1711

c.1712-d.1737

c.1712-

c.1712-d.1741

c.1712-d.1739

ETHNIC
CODE

G6?

NAME

Robert, David

Bird, John

Hulbeart, Thomas
(Hulbart)

Mitchell, Henry

Moore, William
Shoemaker, Jacob
Jr.

(Schumacher )
Cart, Joshua
Goeforth, Aaron
Jr.

{Goforth)
Goeforth, Aaron,
gr.

{Goforth)

Till, William

Bettson, Thomas
{Bedson)

Hazlenut, Joshua

Shippen, Joseph

Stapleford,
Thomas

93

DATES

-d.1710

€.1692-d.1772

-d.1716

-d.1728

-d.1736

-d.1711

-d.1737

-d.1741

-d.1739

TRADE

Joiner

Joiner

Carpenter

Joiner

Joiner

Joiner

Turner

Joiner

Joiner

Joiner

Joeiner

Joiner
Carpenter
Carver

Upholsterer

Joiner

SOURCES

Horner:4
Horner:2
McElroy:165-166
Bonsall:88
McElroy:183-190
Korner:4
McElroy:196
McElroy:19%

fippendix 11

Horner:2
McElroy:168-169

Horner:3
PCAd(R),1728:90

Horner:3
McEiroy:183-184
PCW,1736:433

Horner:3
Myers:23
McElroy:211-212

Kearsley:29
McElroy:165

Norris 3
McElroy:186-187

Horner:4
McElroy:204

Horner:4
McElroy:207-209
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WORKING DATES

c.1713-c.1726

c.1713-
c.1713-

¢.1714-¢.1752

c.1714-d.1728

c.1714-c.1726

c.1714-¢.1717

c.1714-¢c.1717

c.1714-

c.1715-¢.1762

€.1715-¢c.1716

c.1715-d.1731

€. 1715~

c.1715-¢.1716

€.1715-

€.1715-c.1726

ETHNIC

I

CODE

NAME
Baker, Joshua
(Backer)
Jones, Robert
Shore, John

Bywater, William

Coates, John

Mullard, Robert
Thomas, Evan
Wilkins, James

Wilson, Thomas
(Willson)

Chatham, Joseph
Clemens,
Nathaniel

(Clemmens)

Hudson, John

Kingstead,

Shiers, George

Thomas, John

%4

DATES

-d.1728

-¢.1731

TRADE

Joiner

Upholsterer
upholaterer

Joiner

Carpenter
Joiner

Carver
Joiner
Joiner

Joiner

Chairmaker

Joiner

Chairmaker
Turner

Joiner

Ship Carpenter

Joiner

SOURCES
Myers:34,39
McElroy:162
Norris 3
McElroy:206

Kearcley
Moore

Horner:3
PCAd(R),1728:92
McElroy:173
Horner:4
Horner:S

Horner:S

Horner:S
McElroy:215

Horner:2
Moore

Horner:3

McElroy:189
Horner:3

Kearsley:64

Kearsley

Horner:4
McElroy:203-204

McElroy:210-211
PCAd(R},1726:13

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



95

WORKING DATES  ETHNIC NAME DATES TRADE SOURCES
CODE
c.1715- Hard, Anthony - Joiner Horner:3
Clockmaker McElroy:213
c.1716- Cowper,John - Clockmaker Horner:3
c.1716- G? Cripps, Richard - Joiner Horner:3
c.1716- George, HWilliam - Clockmaker Horner:3,23
c.1716-c.1719 Gerrard,-------—- - Ship Carpenter  Kearslev
c.1716-c.1739 Harrison, Daniel - Joiner Kearsley
Carpenter PCAd(R),1739:4
c.1716- Oppy, Thomas - Joiner Horner:4
-c.1716 Scott, John - Joiner Schiffer:212
c.1716-¢.1736 Hooley, Edmund - Joiner Horner:5
Carpenter McElroy:215
¢.1715-¢c.1717 Cook, HWilliam - Joiner Kearsley:23
c.1717- Coxe, Israel - Joiner Horner:3
©.1717-¢.1718 Fforeman, - Turner Horner:3
Alexander McElroy:182
(Foreman)
c.1717-d.1722 Ffrogley, Henry -d.1722  Joiner McElroy:1&2
Horner:3
c.1717-c.1722 Housman, John - Upholsterer McElroy:188
(Houseman)
c.1717- Hubbard, Robert - Joiner Horner:3
c.1717- Humfrits, Joseph - Joiner Horner:4
c.1717-d.1727 Jones, Edmund -d.1727  Cabinetmaker Horner:4
Joiner McElroy:19L
c.1717- Jueson, Joseph - Turner Horner:4

(Jueson)
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WORKING DATES

c.1717-

¢.1717-d.1753

¢.1717-¢.1720

€.1717-

¢.1717-¢.1720

¢.1717-c.1741

c.1717-c.1718

-d.1717

c.1718-d.1743

c.1719-d.1734

c.1718-c.1726

€.1719-¢.1730

€.1720-¢c.1768

-c.1720

c.1720-

c.1721-¢.1754

c.1721-d.1731

ETHNIC
CODE

62

E?

6

62

96

NAME

Kingstone, Joseph

Levering, Jacob

Mason, William
Milton, John
Moore, William

Mullard, Jobn

Nash, John
Parker, Moses
Robeson, Matthew
(Robinson)

Harrison, Joseph

Har tman,
Theophilus

Sanders, Richard

Fleeson, Plunket
Fleetson, John
Ketletas, Garratt

Armi tage,
Benjamin

Cassell, Arnold,
Jr.

(Kassell)
(Castle)

DATES

c.1693-d.1753

-d.1717

-d.1743

-d.1734

c.1700-d.1731

TRADE

Joiner

Joiner
Saw mill owner

Turner
Joiner
Turner

Carver

Joiner
Yeoman

Joiner

Turner

Carpentert
Joiner
Joiner
Carpenter
Upholsterer
Chairmaker
Joiner
Joiner

Ship Joiner
Joiner

SOURCES

Prime

Appendix II

Horner:4
Horner:4
McElroy:1995
McElroy:197
Horner:4
PCAd,1741:73
Horner:4
Horner:4

McElroy:197-198

McElroy:201
PCAd(R),1723:79

McElroy:186
Appendix 11
Horner:4
McElroy:202
Downs:79,261
McElroy:180-181
Chaulkley

McElroy:161

Appendix 11
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WORKING DATES

-d.1721

¢.1721-c.1754

c.1722-d.1730

c.1722~

c.1722-c.1728

c.1722-¢.1726

c.1723-

c.1724-

c.1724-¢,1732

c.1724-

¢.1724-d.1737

-d.1724

€.1724-¢,1735

c.1724-d.1758

c.1724-d.1748

ETHNIC
CODE

6?

97

NAME
David, Hugh
(Davies)

Ransted, Caleb

Gamble, Thomas

John, David

Lloyd, Thomas

Wilson, John

Meredith, William
Chalkley, Thomas

Eaglesfield,
Bernard

Evett, Joseph
(Evet)

Hibbard, Joseph
(Hebbart)
(Hibbed)
Meredith, John
Portues, James
Sauer,
Christopher

(Sower)

Nilson, George
(Willson)

DATES

-d.1721

-d.1757

-d.1730

©.1700-d.1737

~d.1724

b.1694-d.1758

-d.1748

TRADE
Chairmaker
Chairmaker
Turner

Joiner

Joiner

Joiner

Joiner

Joiner
Joiner

Joiner

Joiner

Joiner

Carpenter

Carpenter

Clockmaker

Joeiner

SOURCES
PCAd,1721:52
Schiffer:69

MeElroy:199-200
PCAd(R),1721:62

Horner:3
McElroy:183

Horner:4

Horner :4
PCAd,1728:116

PCAd(R),1722:73
(R),1726:32

Leibundgquth:40
Boncall:45

MeElroy:176
Horner:3,26

PCAd(R)Y,1724:94

Appendix 11l

FiAd,1724:96

PCAd(R),1724:99
(R),1735:141

PCAd,1758:81
Garvan:368

Horner:5
Leibundguth:
16-18,80-81
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WORKING DATES  ETHNIC NAME DATES TRADE SOURCES
CODE
c.1725-d.1742 Baynton, Peter -d.1742  Joiner Horner:2
(Banton} Merchant McElroy:163
¢.1725- Green, John - Joiner Bonsall:105
-d.1723 Hawkins, William -d.1723 Carpenter PCH,1725:334
-d.1725 Huggeford, John -d.1725  Turner PEW,1725
(Hugerford)
¢.1725-¢.1739 Nicholas, Edward - Turner pCAd(R),1725:106
(Nichols) PCAd(R),1739:43
Powell 1
c.1725- White, Thomas - Carpenter PCAd(R),1725:172,
348
c.1725- Wills, Joseph 1700- 1758 Clockmaker Horner:;125
Bailey:22%
c.1725-d.1737 G Zinmermann -d.1737 Yeoman Appendix 1l
Mathew (Matthias) Carpenter
1726-d.1777 G Bechtel, Johannes 1690-d.1777  Turner Appendix 11
Lay Pastor
c.1726-c.1741 Bevan, Richard - Carpenter PCAd(R),1726:28
1741:21
c.1726- Drinker, Joseph - Carpenter PCAd(R),1726:32
c.1726-c.1750 G? Fussell, Solomon  ¢.1704-d.1762 Turner Forman
Chairmaker
Merchant
-d.1726 Morris, James -d.1726  Sauyer PCW,1726
-d.1726 Thomas, Morris -d.1726  Yeoman FCH,1726:26
Joiner
Turner
Carpenter
-d.1727 H Bate, Humphrey -d.1727  Yeoman PLH,1727:65
Joiner
Turner
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HORKING DATES

€.1727-¢.1758

c.1727-¢.1733
c.1727-c.1768

~d.1727

c.1727~-

c.1727-¢.1731

c.1727-

c.1728-

c.1728-c.1741

c.1728-

¢.1728-¢.1740

c.1728-

c.1728-

c.1728-d.1741

c.1728-d.1734

c.1728~d.1732

ETHNIC
CODE

G

NAME
Claypoole,
George, Sr.
Eyers, John
Houser, Martin

Towers, James

Townsend, John

Warner, Edward

Willett, John

Bradley, Edward

Flower, Joseph

Garrigues,
Francis

Harrison, John
Jr.

HcCoy, Neal

Mickle, Samuel

Price, John

Sherbourne, John
(Sherburn)

Stalfelt, Henty
(Stelfelt)

99

DATES

b.1706-

-d.1727

-d.1741

-d.1734

-d.1732

TRADE
Joiner
Chairmaker
Joiner
Carpenter

Carpenter
Joiner

Carpenter

Carpenter

Joiner

Glazier
Gilder

Joiner

Carpenter

Carpentert

Joiner
Cabinetmaker
Carpenter
House Carpenter
Joiner

*Gyrer*

Turner?
Joiner?

SOURCES

Horner:3
Leibundguth:8-12

Powell 1 and 3
Appendix 11

PCW,1727:69

PCAd(R),1727:79

PCAd(R),1727:47
(R),1731:70

PCAd(R),1727:71
Horner:271
PCAd(R),1728:105
(R),1733:65
(R)1741:94
PCAd(R),1728:35
FCAd(R)Y,17¢B:118
(R)1740:102

Prime

PCAdW,1728: 38
Downs:121

PCA(R) ,1728:82
PCAd,1741:95

Prime
McElroy:203

Appendix 11

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



WORKING DATES

c.1728-
-d.1729

c.1729-d.1741
-d.1729

c.1729-c.1730

c.1729-

€.1729-

c.1730-
-d.1730

€.1730-d.1748

-d.1730

-d.1730

-d.1730

-d.1730

c.1731-d.1783

c.1731-d.1732

ETHNIC
CODE

6

G

100

NAME

Halmsley,
Jonathan
(Wamsley)
Goodwin, Hilliam

Osborne, Robert

Thomas, William

Watkins, Joseph

Webster, Timothy
Young, William
Earle, John
George, John

Howard, Thomas

Kile, James
{Koel)

{Kyle)

Newberry, Kichard

Silence, John

Stapler, Hilliam

Black, Robert

Boorman, James
(Booarman)

DATES

-d.1729

-d.1729

-d.1729

-d.1730

-d.1748

-d.1730

-d.1730

-d.1730

-d.1730

-d.1783

-d.1732

TRADE

Joiner
Cabinetmaker
Carpenter

Joiner

Joiner

Joiner
Carpenter
House Carpenter
Carpenter
Joiner

Joiner
Carpenter
Joiner

Cabinetmaker

Carpenter
Shipwright
Carpenter
Carpenter
Tinplate
Horker
Chairmaker
Joiner
Hindsor

chairmaker

Joiner

SOURCES

PCAd(R),1728:105
Leibundgquth:136
PCH,1729:119

McElroy:197
PCAd,1741:91

PCAd(R},1729:33
PCAd(R),1729:98
(R),1730:47
PCAd(R),1729:30
PCAd(RY,1728:1
Norris 3
PCAd,1730:47
PCAd(R),1730:37
(R),1733:38

Horner :40-41

PCAd,1730:51

PCH,1730:153
PCW,1730:158

PCH,1730:168

Appendix 11

McElroy:166
PCH,1732:288
Appendix 11
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HORKING DATES

¢.1731-d.1759

c.1731-

-d.1731
-d.1731
¢.1731-

¢.1731-¢.1745

¢.1731-¢.173%7

c.1731-
c.1731-
¢.1731~
d.1731-

¢.1731-¢.1734

c.1731-c.1746

¢.1731-
1732-d.1765

c.1732-

c.1732-

¢.1732-¢.1737

ETHNIC
CODE

62

6

NAME

Cassell,
Nicholas
(Kassell)
(Castle)

Coleman, Thomas

Coleman, William
Dunn, William
Emmery, John

Ffox, Joseph

Fordham, Jehn

Foster, James
Furnis, Anthony
Hayes, John
Jelf, Samuel

Maugridge,
William

Stilley, Peter
(Stelle)

Tucker, Joseph
Belitz, Lorentz
Holgate, Matthew
Hul{ngs, Michael

Morgan, Hilliam

101

DATES

£.1702-d.1759

-d.1731

-d.1731

-d.1731

-d.1765

TRADE

Ship Joiner
Joiner

Carpenter
Turner
Cabinetmaker
Carpenter
Chairmaker?
Upholsterer
Joiner?
Carpenter
Joiner
Carpenter
Sawyer

Ship Joiner
Carpenter
House Carpenter
Carpenter
Joiner
Carpenter
Shipwright

Turner

SOURCES

Appendix |1

PCAd(R),1731:49
Myers:34-35

FCAd,1731:49
PCAd,1721:52
Prime

PCAd(R),1731:70
(R),1745:17

PCAd(R),1737:70
McElroy:181
Powell 1
PCAd(R), 1731 :69
PAd,1731:59
PCAd,1731:64

Fowell 1:40
Gillingham 2:167

Appendix il

PCAd(R),1731:52
Appendix 11
PCAd,1732:34
Gillingham 2:167

Powell 2
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WORKING DATES ~ ETHNIC

-d.1732

c.1732-

€.1733-¢c.1753

¢.1733-d.1745

€.1733-¢.1770

c.1733-d.1743

¢.1733-d.1762

c.1733-

c.1733-
-d.1733

¢.1734-

-d.1734

c.1734-
c.1734-

c.1734-

CODE

102

NAME

Stretch, Samuel

Khite, Abraham
Cooll,Johann
Ulrich

{Coole)
(Kulle)
{(Gaull)

(Gool)

Emerson, Lambert

Hall, Joseph

Henmarsh, John
(Hinmarsh)
(Hyndmarsh)
Klemm, Johann
(Clemm)

(Kleym)
Pullenger, George
Say, Pascall
Silas, John

Austin, Samuel

Cuff, Peter

Hunt, Hilliam
Inglis, James

Inglis, Matthew
{Ingels)

DATES

-d.1732

c.1703-

-d.1745

-d.1743

1762

1690-

-d.1733

-d.1734

TRADE
Watch and
Clockmaker
Carpenter

Joiner

Cabinetmaker
Joiner
Looking Glass
Maker

Joiner

House Carpenter

Musical inst.
maker
Organmaker
Joiner

Joiner
Carpenter

Joiner

Clockmaker
Watchmaker

Carver
Sawyer

Sawyer

SOURCES

Horner :4

PCAd,1732:38

Appendix 11

PCAd,1745:33
Horner:41

PCAd(R),1733:65
Horner:99,192

Prime

PCW,1743

Appendix [l

PCAd(R) 1733165
FCA(K),1733:78
PCAd,1733:76

FCAG(R),1734:66

PCH,1734:364

Gillingham 2:167
PCA(R),1734:99

PCAd(R),1734:99

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



103

WORKING DATES  ETHNIC NAME DATES TRADE SOURCES
€ODE
c1734-c.1786 6 Knorr, George - Joiner Appendix 11
(Johann Georg) Cabinetmaker
c.1734- Mason, John - Turner Norris 4
c.1734- F? Masters, Edward - Carpenter Norris 4
¢.1734-d.1738 6 Mayor, Johan -d.1738  Carpenter Appendix 11
' Fitzence
(Filtameior)
(Vincent Meiyer)
1734 6 Nice, Cornelius -d.1734  Carpenter Appendix 11
(Nyse) Wharf Builder
(Neus)
c.1734-¢,1745 Nicholas, John - Carpenter Allen 1:
(Nichols) 93,112,139
PCAA(R),1745:81
c.1734- Stapleford, John -
c.1734-d.1760 Wood, John Sr. -d.1760  Clockmaker Horner :55-36,
87,127,129
c.1735- Adams, Job - Upholsterer PCAd(R},1735:120
c.1735 Annely, Edward - Joiner PCAd(R),1735:36
€.1735-c.1772 Elton, John - Joiner Leibundgquth:90
Turner PCAd(R),1735:145
¢.1735-d.1793 Gillingham, John  b.1710-d.1793 Joiner Leibundguth:90-91
Cabinetmaker
Bjerkoe:104
c.1736- Cross, Charles - PCH(R),1736:434
c.1736- Cross, John - PCH(R),1736:434
-d.1736 Cross, Joseph -d.1736  Joiner PCH,1736:434
Carpenter
-d.1736 Flower, Henry -d.1736  Cabinetmaker Leibundgquth:134

Horner:60,64
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WORKING DATES

¢.1733-¢.1736

0.1736'

c.1736-¢.1738

c.1736-

¢.1736-d.1799

c.1736-

-d.1737

.1737-d.1744

1737~

€.1737-¢.1782

c.1738-d.1747

c.1738-d.1743

¢.1738-c.1739

c.1738-c.1758

ETINIC
CODE

G

1?

104

NAME

Gale, Nicholas

Miller, George

0’Neal, Hugh

Warner, William

Heyqandt,
Cornelius

Williams, John

Boulston,
Matthias

Demuth, Gotthart
(Demood, Godhand)

Powell, Samuel

Shugars, Thomas

Armitt, Joseph

Clark, Benjamin

Clayporle, Josiah

Gibhart,
Johannes
(Gibhard)
(Gebhardt)
(Kepherd)

DATES

1713-d.1799

-d.1737

-d.1744

-d.1747

-d.1743

-c.1757

TRADE

Chai rmaker
Caner
Joiner
Joiner
Turner
Chairmaker

Turner

Turner

Joiner

Joiner

Joiner

Carpenter

Turner
Upholsterer

Joiner
Cabinetmaker

Carpenter

Joiner

Turner

SOURCES

Prime
PCAd(R),1733:43
(R),1736:30
fippendix 11
FCAG(L),1738:95
Horner:292-293
Forman:45

PCAd(R) ,1736:23

Appendix 11

PCH,1736:5

PCW,1737:55

Appendix 11

PCAA(R),1737:72

Forman:45
Schiffer:224

PCW,1747:160
Horner :40
McElroy:16l

PCAd(R),1735:95
PCN,1743:66

Leibundguth:
8-15,74
McElroy:17t
Bjerkoe:66

Appendix 11
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WORKING DATES

¢.1738-c.1741

c.1738-

c¢.1738-

¢.1738-¢.1744

c.1738-

c.1738-

¢.1739-¢c.1745

¢.1739-c.1740

c.1739-

c.1739-

-d.1739

c.1739-c.1742

-d.1739

c.1739-c.1744

€.1739-c.1744

c.1739-d.1780

ETHNIC
CODE

G?

D3

105

NAME

Green, Thomas

Griscomb, Tobias

Krill, Johannes
(Grill)

Meem, John
(Meeminger,
Johannes)

Ronger, Martin

Kalley, Joseph

Anderson, William

Bar ton, Robert

Brannan, Patrick
(Brannas)
{Branum)

Carr, Conrad

Clarkson, Jude

Cresson, James

David, Rees

Hilton, Michael

Hurfard, Samuel

Neiser, Augustin

DATES

C. 1683-

-d.1739

c.1709-d.1746

-d.1739

c.1717-d.1780

TRADE
Carpenter
House Carpenter
Carpenter

Carpenter

Carpenter

Carpenter

Sawyer
Carpenter
Cabinetmaker
Chairmaker
Turner?
Joiner?
Carpenter
Carpenter

Turner
Chairmaker

Saw Mill Owner

Joiner

Joiner

Clockmaker

SOURCES
PCAd(R),1738:71
(R),1741:100
FCAd,1738:92

Appendix 11

Appendix 11

F{Ad,1738:130
Rupp:78

PCAd(R),1738:150

PCAd(R) ,1739:28
(R),1745:11

Prime
Horner:149

Appendix Il

Appendix 11
PCW,1738:107

Appendix []

PCW,1739:104

Fussell
Forman:43

Fussell
Forman:45

Appendix Il
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HORKING DATES

¢.1739-d.1749

c.1739-c.1743

c.1739-

c.1740- 6
c.1740-¢.1767

c.1740-

c.1740-
c.1740-
c.1740-
c.1740-
~d.1740
c.1741-
c.1741-

c.1741-d.1743 &

c.1741-

c.1741-¢,1748 G

c.1741-

c.1741-

ETHNIC

Copt

loe

NAHE
Pugh, Hugh
Rakestraw, Joseph
Sheffer, Adam
{Shaffer)
Bush, Charles

Davis, Hilliam

Hi tcheocke,
Joseph

Jarret, Robert
McEachern, John
Norris, John
Parrock, John
Preston, William
Berbeck, William
Clawson, Justabus

Fabian, Joseph

Griffin, Selwood
Haynes, John
(Haines)

Holton, John

Owen, Owen

DATES

-d.1749

-d.1740

b.1700-d.1743

c.1721-

TRADE

Carpenter

Carpenter

Joiner

Joiner
Chairmaker

Carpenter

Sawyer
Carpenter

Ship Carpenter
Ship Carpenter
House Carpenter
Carver
Carpenter
Yeoman

Looking glass

maker

Turner
Blockmaker

Joiner

Sawyer

Carpenter

SOURCES
PCAd(R),1739:27
Schiffer:200

PCA(R),1739:29
(R),1745:17

PCAd,1739:64

Appendix 11
Leibundguth:51-52

PCAd(R),1740:102

PCAd(R),1740:129
PCAd(R),1740:76
PCAd(R),1740:129
PCAd(R),1740:129
PCH,1740:179
Powell 2
PCAd(R),1741:59

Appendix 11

PCAd,1741:43

Appendix 1]

PCAd, 1741 :61

PCH,1741:222
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WORKING DATES

c.1741-c.1754

c.1741-

¢.1741-d.1798

-d.1741

c.1742-

c.1742-

c.1742-

c.1742-c.1761

c.1742-d.1788

-d.1743

c.1743-

c.1743-

-d.1744

c.1744-

-d.1744

c.1744-

ETHINIC
CoDE

E

G?

107

NAME

Saul, Joseph
(Saull)
Thornhill, Joseph

Trumble, Francis

Welton, Hilliam
Baker, John
Haines, John
Morris, Thomas
Rose, Peter

Savery, William

Lloyd, Reece
Watkins, Abraham
Wilard, Isaac

Wilkinson,
Anthony

Allen, Patrick
Bowman, Jacob
Brickley, Abraham

Caine, Daniel
(Cane)

DATES

b.1716-d.1798

-d.1741

b.1721-d.1788

-d.1743

-d.1743

-d.1744

-d.1744

TRADE

Chairmaker
Spinning Wheel
Maker
Carpenter

Chairmaker
Cabinetmaker

Turner
Carpenter
Joiner
Carpenter
Joiner

Chairmaker
Cabinetmaker

Carpenter
Carpenter
House Carpenter

Carver

Carpenter
Carpenter
House Carpenter

Joiner

SOURCES

Prime
Myers:108
PCAd(R),1741:31
Prime

Horner:43
Bierkoe:221
Leibundguth:
22-23,45,7%
Appendix Il
PCAd(R),1742:4
Leibundquth:134
PCAd,1742:23
Leibundguth:81-82

Forman
Leibundquth:49-51

Bjerkoe:191-192
PCW,1743:23

PO, 1743
PCAd(R),1743:135

PCAd(R}),1743:132
Horner:48

PCH,1744:104
PCW(R),1744:123
PCAd,1744:11

PCAG(R),1744:34
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HORKING DATES

¢.1744-

-d.1744
-d.1744

¢.1744-d.1745

c.1744-
c.1744-
c.1744-

-d.1744

¢.1745-

¢.1745-d.1783

¢.1745-¢,1747

-d.1745
c.1745-
-d.1745

c.1745-c.1746

-d.1745

-d.1745

c.1745-

ETHNIC
CODE

6?

&

108

NAME

Cane, David

Coates, Enoch
Firney, Henry

Rush, Thomas

Shinfield, Henry
Thornhill, John
Vanderwide, Jacob
Whi tele, Abraham
(Whi tell)
{Whittell)

Burner, Robert

Drinker, Edward,
Jr.

Jones, Joseph

Parry, Thomas
Price, Ellis
Price, William

Rigby, Henry

Saunders, James

Sowder, Jacob
(Soudar)

Tomlinson,
Ebenezer

DATES

-d.1744

-d.1744

-d.1745

-d.1744

1680-d.1783

-d.1745

-d.1745

-d.1745

-d.1745

TRADE
Joiner
Chairmaker
Carpenter
Joiner
House
Carpenter
Carpenter
Turner
Carpenter

Carpenter

Joiner

Joiner

Cabinetmaker

Joiner

Carpenter
Carpenter
Carpenter

Joiner
Cabinetmaker

Carpenter

Carpenter

Carpenter

SOURCES

Penrose 1

PCW,1744:117
PCH,1744:121
PCAd,1745:51
PCAd(R),1723:79
Appendix I
PCAd(R),1744:8
PCH(R),1744:123

Appendix 1]

Appendix 1!
Horner:3
Hamilton
Leibundquth:82
PCAd,1745:61
PCAd(R),1745:11
PCW,1745:156

PCAd(R),1745:33
Leibundguth:65

PCAd,1745:79

Appendix 11

PCAd(R),1745:11
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WORKING DATES

c.1746-
-d.1746

-d.1747

c.1747-

-d.1747

-d.1747
-c.1747

c.1747-¢.1773
c.1747-d.1793

c.1748-¢.1772
c.1748-

¢.1748-d.1771

-d,1748
¢.1748-¢.1749
c.1748-¢.1756

c.1748-
-d.1748

c.1748-

ETHNIC
CODE

62

NAME

Elwell, David
Jones, John

Brientnall, John

Chandler, Samuel

Davis, Thomas,
Jr.,

Harper, Joseph
Hayes, William

Schweighauser,
John Conrad

Shoemaker,
Jonathan

Atkinson, John
Chambers, David

Clif ton, Henry

Davies, James

Davis, James

Flower, Enoch

Gant, Thomas
Lane, Isaac

Mann, Hilliam

109

DATES

-d.1746

-d.1747

-d.1747

-d.1747

1726-d.1793

-d.1771

-d.1748

-d.1748

TRADE

Carpenter
Carpenter

Joiner
Chairmaker

Ship Jeiner

Carpenter

Carpenter
Chairmaker

Frame maker
Gilder

Cabinetmaker
Joiner

Turner
Chairmaker
Joiner
Chairmaker
House Carpenter

Joiner
Carpenter

Joiner

Joiner
House Carpenter

Ship Carpenter

SOURCES

Moore
PCH,1746:116

Leibundquth:45
Bjerkoe:49

Gillingham 2:173

PCH, 1747

PCW,1747
Prime

Appendix []

Appendix 11

F

Leibundquth:44
Leibundquth:22-24
Bierkoe:67
PCW,1748:50
Moore:NP
Leibundquth:134
Horner:45,73
Horner :39
P(Ad,1731:65

Brewery
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WORKING DATES

¢.1748-c.1751
c.1748-
c.1748-
c.1748-

¢.1748-d.179?

¢.1748-¢.1749
-d.1748

c.1748-

c.1749-¢.1783

c.1749-c.1763

c.1749-¢.1754

c.1749- 6?

c.1749-

c.1749-

c.1749-

c.1749- DG

c.1749-
¢.1750-

c.1750-

ETHNIC
CODE

110

NAME DATES

McCrea, William -
Newbold, John -
Page, John -

Read, Jonathan -

Snowden, Jedidish -4,1797
Spencer, John -
Stretch, William -d.1748

Wells, Henry -
Allen, Joseph -

Eachus, Robert -

Howard, John -

Kinsing, -
Christian

Lindsay, James -

Smi th, Samuel -
Swan, Daniel -
Vandyke, -
Frederick

Wilkinson, Brian -
Boyde, Phillip -

Harding, Samuel -

TRADE

Joiner
Ship Carpenter
Turner
Joiner

Cabinetmaker
Chairmaker

Ship Carpenter
Clockmaker
Carver

Joiner

Joiner

Joiner

Joiner
Carpenter

Joiner

Joiner
Ship Carpenter

Chairmaker
Joiner

Sawyer
Carpenter

Ship Carver
Carpenter

Carver

SOURCES

Penrose 2
Brewery
Leibundquth:85
Leibundquth:135

Leibundguth:44,
83-84

Brewery

Horner:4
Gillingham 2:181
Leibundguth:15-17

Baldwin
Schiffer:74

Leibundquth:134

Appendix 11

Penrose 2

Brewery

Brewery
Moore:89,98

Appendix Il

Horner:48
Richardson:111

Norris 2
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WORKING DATES

€.1751-¢.1738

c.1751-¢.1754

c.1751-c.1761

€.1792-¢.1763

€.1752-¢.1760

¢.1752-¢.1755

c.1793-

.1753-d.1791

c.1733-d.1796

¢.1753-¢.1756

c.1754-¢.1763

¢.1754-
-d.1754
c.1754-

€.1734-¢.1756

c.1754-

ETHINIC
CODE

6?

111

NAME

James, James

Marle, Thomas
(Maule)

Trotter, Benjamin

Ackley, Thomas

Carothers, Samuel
Goodwin, John

De Nyce, John

Elliot, Jehn, Sr.

Henszey, Joseph
(Hinsey)

Wilson, James
Endt, Johann
(End, John}
Freeman, John
Head, John
Schneider, Martin

White and
Lawrence

White, James

DATES

b.1693-d.1768

b,1713-d.1791

-d.1796

TRADE
Joiner
Cabinetmaker
Carpenter
Joinar
Chairmaker

Turner
Chairmaker

Planemaker
Carpenter

Under taker
Joiner

Cabinetmaker
Looking Glass
tlaker
Importer

Hindsor
Chairmaker

Joiner

Clockmaker

Chairmaker
Joiner
Clockmaker

Upholsterers

Upholsterer

SOURCES

Leibundquth:
23-26,63-64

Appendix 11

Leibundguth:
24-25,82

Leibundquth:133
Horner:304-305

Moore:29,96,125
Moore

Prime

Moore
Bjerkoe:83
Leibundquth:64-66

Appendix 11

Fussell
Leibundquth:&0,E89

Appendix 1

Leibundquth:134
Horner:3
Appendix 11

Fusseli

Horner:175,227
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112

WORKING DATES ETHNIC NAME DATES TRADE SOURCES
CODE
-c.1755 Carbut, Joseph - Chai rmaker Prime
c.1755-d.1761 & Godshalk, Jacob c.1735-d.1781  Clockmaxer Appendix II
€.1755-¢.1786 G Leibert, Peter - Turner Appendix [1
2,175 Heyman, Edward - Upholsterer Bjerkoe:232
c.1795- Weyman, Edward - Upholsterers Bierkoe:23¢
and Carne, John Horner :153,155
- Barnes, John - Unspecified F
Woodworker
- Barnhill, Robert - Unspecified F
Hoodworker
- Barrow, Samuel - Unspecified F
Woodworker
- Barton, Benjamin - Chairmaker F
- Bond, Abraham - Chairmaker Horner:45
- Boyce, Samuel - Unspecified F
Woodworker
- Clark, Kalter - Chairmaker Leibundguth:133
- Clemen, Johannes - Joiner Leibundquth:133
- DeBlok and DeVos - Unspecified F
Hoodworker
- Donmeant, John - Unspecified F
Woodworker
- Forder, John - Unspecified F
Woodworker
- Fordham, William - Joiner Hamil ton
- Foster, John - Chairmaker Leibundgquth:134
Joiner
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HORKING DATES

ETHNIC
CODE

I?

NAME

Foster, Moses

Haynes, Hilliam

Head, Samuel
Heilig, Hendrick

Heilig, Henry
Daniel

Heilig, Jacob
Heilig, John Sr.
Henry, Andrew
Hill, John

Hizner, Hilliam

Jacob, Byme

Jones, Daniel

Laurence, Giles

Macknet, Charles

MeCall, James
Moon, Robert
0‘Neal, Patrick

Rakestraw, A.

Read and Carrell

113

DATES

TRADE

Chaisemaker

Unspecified
Hoodworker

Joiner

Clockmaker?

Clockmaker

Clockmaker
Clockmaker
Joiner
Joiner

Unspecified
Hoodworker

Carver

Carpenter
Chairmaker?

Joiner
Cabinetmaker

Unspecified
Hoodworker

Joiner
Joiner
Chairmaker

Unspecified
Woodworker

Unspecified
Hoodworkers

SOURCES

Hamilton

F

Leibundguth:134
F
F

F
F
Leibundguth:134
Leibundguth:134

F

Coates

Leibundquth:134

Leibundguth:133

F
F
Leibundquth:135

F
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WORKING DATES  ETHNIC
CoDE

NAME

Rush, Joseph
Russell, James
Scott, Robert
Sherald, Josiah

Simous, William

Stanton, Daniel

Steel, Anthony

Steele, James
Sutor, William
Teese, Daniel
Haite, Joseph
Walker, Emanuel
Wismar, Jacob

Wright, Edward

114

DATES

TRADE

House Carpenter
Chairmaker
Jeiner
Chairmaker

Unspecified
Hoodworker

Unspecified
Woodworker

Chairmaker

Joiner
Turner
Chairmaker
Carver
Carpenter
Joiner

Jolner

SOURCES

Moss:249

Leibundguth:135
Leibundquth:136
Leibundquth:136

F

Horner:
Plates 482,494

Leibundquth:136
Hamilton
Leibundquth:136
Letbundguth:136
F
Leitundguth:ie

Leibundguth:l3e
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APPENDIX IT: GERMANIC WOODWORKERS

IN PHILADELPHIA COUNTY 1681-1755

The Germanic woodworkers included in this list
represent a subset of the total population of Philadelphia
County woodworkers 1n Appendix I. They were classified as
German because of birthplace or former residence,
immigration records, known Germanic family ties, church
records, and/or a Germanic name. Woodworkers from
German-speaking Switzerland and the area along the NDutch
border have also been included given the composition of the

German territories during this period.

The following abbreviations are used to identify

significant kinship and business relatlonships:

ap apprentice m married

b brother md married daughter of

bl Dbrother-in-law msr master

c cousin n niece, or nephew

dm daughter married 5 son

£ father ssr sister

i immigrated with u uncle

In 1lived near W worked as Jjourneyman to

For example, '"ap. Thomas Ackley" should be read "Thomas
Ackley was an apprentice to" the craftsman listed in the

checklist.

115
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"Anclent Records of Philadelphia." HSP.

Allen, Nathaniel. Account Book,
1719-1732. HSP.

__________ . Account Book, 1732-1757.

Allen, Nehemiah. Account Book,
1698-1736. HSP,

Bahlow, Hans. Deutsches Namenlexikon.
Munich: Keyersche Verlagsbuchhandlung,
1967.

Bailey, Chris H. Two Hundred Years of
American Clocks and Watches. Englewood

Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice Hall, 1975.
Baldwin, Joshua. Ledger, 1726. HSP.

Bjerkoe, Ethel Hall. The Cabinetmakers
of America. Exton, Penn.: Schiffer

Limited, 1978.

Bonsall, .James. Account BRBook,
1722-1729. HSP.

"Accounts of Unidentified Enterprises.”
Brewery Ledger, 1732-1737. HSP.

"Cassel Family Notes." Gearhart
Collection. HSP.

Chaulkley, Thomas. Account Book,
1718-1727. HSP.

Coates, Mary. Recelpt Book, February
1748~ December 1759. HSP.

"Pierre Cresson of England and New
Amstel on the Delaware River." B. Hoff
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Knight Collection. HSP.

Deed, John Bechtel to Cornelilus
Weygandt, 1745. Germantown Historical -
Soclety.

Downs Memorial Library. Henry Francis
du Pont Winterthur Museum. Winterthur,
Delaware.

Downs, Joseph. American Furniture:
Queen Anne and Chippendale. 1952;rpt.
New York: Bonanza Books, n.d.

Forman, Benno M. Philadelphia
Woodworkers. TS.

"A Partial List of the Families Who
Arrived at Philadelphia, 1682-1687."
Pennsylvania Magazine of History and
Biography, 8, No.22 (1884), 328-40.

Fisher, Wllliam. Recelpt Book,
1752-1757. HSP.

——————————— . "Delaware Valley 'Crookt
Foot and Slat-Back Chalrs." Winterthur

Portfolio. 15, No.l (1980), 41-6L.

Fulcoly, Joanne V., comp. The Levering
Family Genealogy (1981). TS. HSP.

Fussell, Solomon. Ledger, 1751-1756.
Stephen Collins Papers. Library of
Congress.

Garvan, Beatrice B. The Pennsylvania
German Collection. Handbooks in
American Art, 2. Philadelphia:
Philadelphia Museum of Art, 1982.

—————————— and Charles F. Hummel. The
Pennsylvania Germans: A Celebration of
Their Arts, 1683-1850. Philadelphia:
Philadelphia Museum of Art, 1982.

Pennsylvania Gazette. November, 9,
1749, DML.
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John Gibson, Mayor of Philadelphia,
1772-1773." Pennsylvanla Magazine of
History and Biography, 34, No.l (1910),

99-121.

Gl1llingham, Harrold E. '"The
Philadelphia Windsor Chair and its
Journeyings." Pennsylvanla Magazine of
History and Biography, 55, No.3 (1931),

301-32.

—————————— . "Some Colonial Ships Built
in Philadelphia." Pennsylvania Magazine
of History and Biography, 56, No.?2

(1932), 156-86.

Neible, George W., ed. "Account of
Servants Bound and Assigned Before James
Hamlilton, Mayor of Philadelphia,"
Pennsylvanla Magazline of Histcry and

Biography, 30, Nos. 3 and 4 (1906),
348-52 and 427-36, and 31, Nos. 1, 2, 3,
and 4 (1907), 83-102, 195-206, 351-67,
and 461-73.

Hill, Richard. Accounts 1709~-1734 and
1735-1758. Logan Papers. Vols. 18 and
19. HSP.

Hinshaw, William Wade. Encyclopedia of
American Quaker Genealogy. Vol., IT:

Philadelphia. Ann Arbor, Mich.: Edwards
Brothers, 1938.

Hocker, Genealogical Data Relating to
the German Settlers o Pennsylvania and

Adjacent Territory. Baltimore:

Genealogical Publishing Co., 1980.

Horner, William MacPherson. Blue Book
of Philladelphia. 1935; rpt. Washington,

D.C.: Highland House, 1977.

Historlcal Soclety of Pennslyvania.
Philadelphla

Jordan, John W. "John Bechtel: His
Contribution to Literature, and His
Descendents." Pennsylvania Magazine of
History and Biography, 19, No.2 (1895),

137-51.
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Kearsley, Dr. John. Debt Book,
1711-1720. Cadwalader Papers. Thomas
Cadwalader Section. HSP.

Krebs, Friedrich. "Annotations to
Strassburger and Hincke's 'Pennsylvania
German Ploneers.'" Pennsylvania
Genealogical Magazine, 21, No.3 (1960),

235-148.

Lane, William and Edward. Account Book,
1745-1813. Worrell Collection. HSP.

Learned, Marion Dexter. The Life of
Francis Danlel Pastorius. Philadelphla:

William J. Campbell, 1908.

Lehman, Christian. "Survey of Land of
John Bechtel 1in Germantown, 1745."
Soclety Mlscellaneous Collection. HSP.

Lehman, Joseph. "An Explanation of the
Original Location and General Plan of
Draught of the Lands and Lots of
Germantown and Creesam Townships Copied
from Matthlias Zimmerman's COriginal...
and Several Districts and Divisions
thereof Part Extracted from the Original
of Former... by Christian Lehman."

1824, HSP.

Leibundbuth, Arthur W. "The
Furniture-Making Crafts in Philadelphia
c.1730-1760." M.A. Thesls. University
of Delaware 1964.

McElroy, Cathryn J. "Furniture of the
Phlladelphia Area: Forms and Craftsmen
Before 1730." M.A. Thesis. University
of Delaware 1970.
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Plate 1. Chair. Northern Germany, ca.l720. Walnut.
Museum fur Kunst und Gewerbe, Hamburg,
Germany. (Museum photo).

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



140

Plate 2. Front Cor'r}er' goint. Detall of Plate 1.
(Photo, Desiree Caldwell).
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Plate 3. Chair. Northern Germany, ca.l750. Walnut.
Museum fur Kunst und Gewerbe, Hamburg,
Germany. (Museum photo).
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Plate 4. Seat Frame. Detall of Plate 3.
(Photo, Désiree Caldwell).
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Plate 5. Chair. Possibly Cologne, Germany, ca.1720. Walnut.
Kunstgewerbemuseum, Cologne, Germany. :
(Photo, FWA)
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Plate 6. Front Corner Joint. Detail of Plate 5.
(Photo, Désirée Caldwell).
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Plate 7. Chalr. Possibly Cologne, Germany, ca.l720-30.
Walnut. Kunstgewerbemuseum, Cologne, Germany.
(Photo, FWA).
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Plate 8. Front Corner Joint. Detail of Plate 7.
(Photo, Désirée Caldwell).
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Plate 9. Chair. The Netherlands, ca.l1720-40. Walnut.
Chatsworth House Trust, Chatswgrth, Bakewell,
Derbyshire, England. (Photo, Désirée Caldwell)
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Plate 10. Seat Framg. Dgtail of Plate 9,
(Photo, Désiree Caldwell).
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Plate 11. Front Corger goint. Detail of Plate 9.
(Photo, Désiree Caldwell).
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Plate 12. Chalr. The Netherlands, Early Eighteenth Century.
Walnut with ash and birch. Museum fur
Kunsthandwerk, Frankfort, Germany.

(Museum photo).

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



151

Plate 13. Seat F‘r'ame,:. De;tail of Plate 12.
(Photo, Deésiree Caldwell).
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Plate 14. Front Corner goint. Detail of Plate 12.
(Photo, Désirée Caldwell).
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Plate 15. Pair of Chairs. Possibly Malnz, Germany, orv
The Netherlands, ca.l750.
Walnut. Rheinisches Landesmuseum, Bonn,
Germany. (Museum photo).
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