
Sierra Paracaima 1285 
Mexico, D. F. 
April 12, 1955 

Dear Owem 

I have been wanting to write you for weeks. I have hardly written a 
letter for a month except a few indispensable business letters. After a lot 
of indecision and also a lot of persuasion from some friends at home I have, 
during the last few months, actually started on the dictation of notes which 
may be used in the form of a rather large book, probably in several volumes, 
or in two separatej\«5-lt33£-s. I have become so engrossed in dictating these 
notes that I have been putting a good deal of time on it and I must already 
have dictated some soven or eight hundred pages of these notes. I expect by 
;bhe time that w© leave here around May 15 for the United States I will have 
dictated at least twelve hundred pages or mqre of notes. I am going to 
presume on our friendship to ask you to do something which will take some 
time but no work. 

I am sure that you know that I did not do any writing all the many 
years that I was in the Foreign Service. Then from 19^7 until the beginning 
of this year I was really so occupied with the job I had undertaken with 
Mexlight that there was no possibility of doing any writing. I had been 
thinking of writing a book on some of my work in Europe, principally cover­
ing the period 1930 *° 1937 and in the Department of State from 1937 to 191+0. 
I had also been thinking of writing a book on my work in Latin America and 
covering major aspects of our relationships with latin America in a general 
way. The book,however, which I most wanted to write was a book on Foreign 
Service practice. Having been in the Foreign Service for so many years and 
having been one of the few of our officers who gave equal attention to the 
political, economic and administrative aspects of the work of the Department 
and of the Service, and foeling a real attachment to the Service as well as 
having this deep sense of the importance of the instruments xve have in the 
conduot of foreign relations, I thought I should do something of that kind 
to be of assistance to younger men thinking of entering the Service or already 
in it. 

Aside from the foregoing I have, as I have told you, these carbon 
copies of letters which I wrote practically every week from Germany and 
Austria from 1933 "bo 1937 to important people in our government, which cover 
intimately the developments in Germany and Austria and in fact Central Europe, 
and in many respects the major picture in all of Europe. These were the 
letters that President Roosevelt wanted me to publish in 1914+ but which he 
agreed could not be published because there would have to be too many aster­
isks o Perhaps these letters are still the most important thing that I could 
publish, but I still feel that it may be too early to publish a good part of 
them and I do not want to publish them piece-meal or with too many asterisks, 
for I do not believe in that sort of thing. 

Dr. W. Owen Sypherdp 
University of-Delaware, 

Newark, Delaware* 
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I have given a casual reading to those five or six volumes of carbon 
copies of the just-above-mentioned letters and I have come to the conclu­
sion that it may be still too early to publish thom9 and in any event the 
task of editing and eliminating the less important substance of these letters 
would be a tremendous task and one which, if it is done in my lifetime, I 
will want to do myself, I have therefore for the time being set aside any 
thought of publishing these letters or parts thereof* 

•fifhat I have decided to do is to dictate notes on my work beginning in 
the Foreign Service in 19li+» As my papers are still packed away in some ij.0 
odd packing cases, I believe, and as the task of assembling and sorting them 
would be a year's job for a very intelligent helper, I have decided to go 
ahead with the dictation of these notes before anything is done with regard 
to the arrangement of the papers. This means a tremendous dependence on 
momory. What I have done is to dictate notes on my work beginning with 
Curacao, then in Antwerp, Argentina, Germany, Austria, the Department of 
State, Cuba, Mexico, and again Argentina. I have done this dictating with­
out any order chronologically. I did not know how this dictation from pure 
memory would go. The result has been most interesting. I find that my 
memory serves me almost as well as if I'had the copies of despatches, letters 
and other documents before .me o My memory of most everything that I have been 
associated with that is of any interest whatever is as clear as though it 
were yesterday, liar ion, 'who has an extraordinary memory and even better than 
mine, has been reading these notes as the stenographers transcribe them and 
she finds my memory perfect as to facts© As to certain chronology it is not 
always as accurate, but that is something that can easily be corrected in a . 
revision of the notes. 

When I started dictating these notes I had not thought that they would 
Come out in anything like final form. I am, as you know, a very disciplined 
person and have been accustomed for many years to do all my writing by dicta­
tion. The notes seem to come out in really very easy, readable form. As a 
matter of fact, I think they will need very little revision. I had a good 
deal of doubt as to whether my association with things was of sufficient im­
portance to have a real value. Now that I read these notes I really begin to 
feel that something should be done with them. 

My way of working is as follows. I have bought a dictaphone machine 
for my home in Cuernavaca and also for the one in Mexico City. This latest 
model of the dictaphone is really a wonder. I have two secretaries who work 
in their own homes. I have furnished each of them with a typewriter and with 
a dictaphone machine into which they can place the films which I send them 
and transcribe them. The secretaries are excellent and the work comes back 
in good shape. When I get back the transcribed notes on the various subjects 
and incidents, etc., I read them over only to correct most glaring, obvious 
errorso I am not making any revision on stylo or presentation. 

After having read some four or five hundred pages of the notes dic­
tated and already transcribed I have come to the conclusion that the best 
thing to do will bo to publish what I am going to publish, in the form of 
memoirs. I have practically abandoned the idea of writing a separate book 
on Latin America and one on Europe and on Foreign Service practice. I in­
tend to present the matter in one book in chronological order. It will almost 
certainly cover "tsro good-sized volumes. This seems indeed very pretentious 
for the memoirs of a man like myself. I am still a little appalled at the 
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idea and the presumption. Nevertheless, as I read these transcribed notes 
I can see what interest they will have, particularly to young people who 
are thinking of the Foreign Service or any kind of similar work or who are 
already in it. The way I worked is really in itself an indication of the 
technique that I used in approaching and handling problems. It is a much 
better form of presentation of foreign service practice than a didactic 
book on that subject. If you will be good enough to read some of these 
notes you will see what I mean and why I have been led to this conclusion. 

In another few weeks and before we go north the Middle of May, I 
will collect a set of these notes and put them in chronological order and 
will send it to you. You will appreciate that the notes are not complete, 
for some I shall not yet have dictated and others that I will have dictated 
will not yet be transcribed by my secretaries. At the beginning of this 
set of the notes I will put two memoranda that I dictated to myself, one 
before I started to dictate and the other after I had been dictating for 
several weeks. You will find these memoranda self explanatory. They are 
merely memoranda that I dictated to myself and for myself for office pur­
poses. 

I would appreciate it very much if you will find the time to read 
some of these notes. It would really be a chore to go through all of them 
that I shall send you, but if you will read some of them it will be a 
great deal of help to me. There is no question of making any corrections 
or anything of that kind at this time, as these notes are merely the first 
dictation* 

There are three questions which will have to be decided before I de­
cide to publish anything. The first one is whether it is worth while pub­
lishing any of this material as having sufficient use and general interest. 
The second question to be decided is how much of the material con be printed 
and how much is too intimate or not of sufficient interest* The third ques­
tion is to determine whether it is to be issued in the form of memoirs or a 
book on Latin America and one on Europe* 

I do not want you to go to any trouble on this. If you do not find 
the time to read the stuff, don't hesitate to put it aside and I will colleot 
the notes when I see you north. It would be interesting for me to have, and 
very valuable, your general reaction to the foregoing and to the notes which 
I shall be able to send you. We can talk it all over when I see you in May. 
What I do wish to emphasize is that I do not wish you to go to any trouble. 
Without any pretension I am sure you will find some of the notes interesting 
at the least© 

While I am in H8w York during this trip north I hope to see Alfred 
Knopf and his wife and if you agree, I want to talk with him about your book. 
I have not answered your last letter for the reasons indicated at the be­
ginning of this one. It has been really an absorbing task to live over the 
past and it hasn't been a task. I am getting really lots of fun out of it. 
I do not intend to talk about anything I may want to publish to Knopf, for 
it is far too early and premature. I like both Knopf and his wife and they 
are very intelligent people. 

I believe that the ways and means can be found to publish your book and 
we will talk about this when I see you. 
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Now about our plans. Marion and I are planning to leave her© on or 

about May 15• I have no specific obligations exoept that I must be in New 
York City on May 31 &&d June 1, and also in Toronto during the last week of 
June. Marion and I have a good many things we want to do but we can 
pretty well determine the times when we do them. We will make our head­
quarters at tho Hotel Carlyle at 76th and Madison in New York and will be 
moving in and out from there. Sam and Grace Katz, who are among our closest 
and dearest friends here, are planning to go north about the same time. 
Helene and Caleb Layton like them very much and would like to have them 
spend a few days with them in Wilmington while we are there. Our idea is that 
we and the Katzes will make a trip for two or three days to Dover, Lewis, 
Rehoi°<j,th and come up the Eastern Shore, stopping at the home of a few friends 
of ours for a couple of hours. The chances are that we will do this all be­
tween the middle of May and the end of May. During the time that Marion and 
I are in Wilmington with the Laytons we could come over and spend a day and 
night with you in Newark if that is agreeable to you. We would of course 
love to do it. Are you by any chance planning to be there during the last 
two weeks of May? Do you think the President of the University is going to 
be there at that time? This latter is not so important, but I wrote him, as 
you may recall, that I hoped to see him while I was north during the summer. 
Are you planning to be away during the first part of June, because if you 
are not going to be in Newark during the second half of May, we could I am 
sure arrange our visit with Eelene sometime during the first half of June. 

We are planning to return not later than the second or third of July 
to Mexico City. A six-weeks stay seems quite a long one, but with all that 
we shall have to do in those six weeks it still will be crowded. This time 
we must not miss seeing each other if it is at all possible. 

I hope that this finds you well. Marion and I have been at the Cuer-
navaca house for the last ten days and have had friends with us all the 
time. We shall be going up in a few days to Mexico City. It is really 
wonderful here. I have thought of you so often while I have dictated these 
notes here in Cuernavaca and have wished that you could be here. There is 
no more v/onderful climate in the world than that we have in Cuernavaca, and 
the house is so comfortable and the life is so easy. I am still hoping that 
we can persuade you to make us a real visit. 

-• Although I am really retired from business, I find my days so full 
when I am in Mexico City that I am always glad when we are in Cuernavaca as 
I am more inaccessible here to so many of my friends who still come to me 
for advice. Marion says my days in Mexico City are not much different from 
what they were when I was working, for I am just as occupied, the only dif­
ference being that I don't bring home any pesos. 

This is a very long letter. I will be sending you some of these notes 
in a week or two. I wish to repeat that I hope yqu will not make any work 
out of this and if the reading of these notes in any way becomes a burden, 
as I have said before put them aside. I shall not be hurt. 

Marion knows that I am writing you and she joins me in affectionate 
good wishes. Incidentally, while I am dictating this letter I have in the 
living room surrounding me roses from our garden in Cuernavaca and they are 
really perfect specimens. I give them a good deal of attention myself and 
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I am getting a groat deal of pleasure and satisfaction out of them. 

Again with every good wish from us both and looking forward to seeing 
you before long, 

Cordially and faithfully yours, 

George/S. Messersmlth. 


