






















































































































































































































































































































our e1t1sens were 1n the cars, going up to 
Ph1ladelph1a.. It is to be hoped that no means 
will be lett untried to discover the fiend or 
fiends Who attempted such wholesale murder. 
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As the war continued, activities too numerouD to men­

tion deYeloped in the Cecil County area. 54 Many were minor 

ones while others asswned major proportions. However, the 

cit1aens at home soon forgot these developmentt; since they 

were busily engaged in ma.king a 11 ving during the war per­

iod. 

Aa in every war, the people at home faced hardships 

such as leas ot property, scarcity of f'ood and clothing, 

and •s·pecially a shortage of man power. During this period, 

there were jebs for everyone desiring employment. The war 

had drained the man power from the farms and factories, and 

in 1862 and 1863 many of the slaves who had tilled the soil 

had stampeded and left the farms for more desirable loca­

tions. thus. Cecil County citizens faced an era of ware­

cono111. 

54. J'ights and arrests were frequent in the county. The 
soldiers at Perryville after visiting the local taverns 
would often have fights with the local citizens. See 
IA1L Sept. 28 1861. Other activities included the 
Ii.iie nwaber of troops who moved through the county on 
their way to the front. See \\'hig, Nov. 16, 1861, for 
ezaaple. 
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EconomJ was the main topic of discus~ion and practice 

with Wery family group during this period. Many were com­

pelled to economize while others did so to assist their less 

fortunate neighbors and to show their patriotic spirit. The 

Du. constantly reainded its readers of the value as well as 

the neoessity of this practice. •This war,tt said the flhiri, 

•w111 bring us all to more economical habits which will cling 

to us atterwards."SS 

Practical ways to economize were .suggested. Women 

could blly one coat or one dres.s less, and a four dollar bon­

net could be worn instead of an eight dollar one. ?Aen could 

save by ftar1ng good substantial boots instead of fancy ones. 

Even church goers were urged to use their old harness for 

their Sunday drive to ehurch. However, the greatest stress 

us placed upon eating habits. People were urged to eat 

plenty of Indian corn:, which, according to the lhtg, was 

plentiful and excellent for the wants of the body. 56 

THE· USE OF INDIAN CORN. - Did it ever occur 
te the reader how little, comparatively, we, as 
a p,eople• use Indian corn? This crop is grown 

SS. 9ui. 111-2.8, Jlovember 9, 1861. 

56. l'Jd,d .• ., lloYentber 9, 1861. The D!mQQrat spoke only of 
hard times and shortages. No mention was made of e­
conomy. !he blame for the existinc conditions was 
pliiced upon the Unionists. 



aore generally, and with more certainty than 
any other and its actual production far ex­
ceeds that of all other grains taken together. 
And yet a few pounds of meal per month, for 
dessert puddings, and occasional other dishes, 
1s about the extent of the consumption of corn 
in the great maJority of the families in the 
Morthern States. Some familie> use much more, 
but these are exception.:.: to the general rule. 
And yet, a bushel or ground corn affords quite 
as much healthful nourishment, as a bushel or 
wheat. .A bushel of corn weighs 56 lbs., tin.d 
a bushel of wheat 60 lbs.; but there is more 
waste in grinding the wheat, in the form of 
bran and ship stu1"f. Corn differs t·rom wheat 
mainly, having a little less gluten, and ra­
ther more oil and starch. For the colder half 
or the ye,ar the oil and starch of the corn are 
better adapted to the wants of the body, than 
the large amount of gluten 1n wheat. Corn 
contains all the elements needed 1n the boc1y1 
and 1n Just about the proportion they e.re re­
quired in Winter, while they are nearly suited 
for food 1n warm weather. A bushel o.f corn 
contains four times as much nutriment as a 
rusbel of potatoes. 
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Despite such conservation measures, the citizens of the 

count7 were faced with many shortages. One of the most acute, 

in the early part of the war, was in paper. The printers 

were greatly Alarmed over this crisis and did resort to many 

aeans. to meet the emergencies. Many papers were reduced in 

sise1 others advanced in price, and sti::.1 others increased 

their advertising sections to meet the rising price~. The 

quality of paper was also very poor and the subscribers who 

were in arrears for their subscriptions were warned that their 

names would be dropped from the mailing list. The~ also 
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auggested the following measures to assist vd th the paper 

c·rts1s. 57 

Housekeepers should preserve a.11 e>ild 
rags, waste paper, old 1·ope, and anything 
that is eonvertible into paper. A price 
that will liberally repay them will be paid, 
and they will also aid to the extent of their 
saVings in reducing the p1·esent ruinous 
prices at which paper is sold. 

Prices were another important subject of conver3ation 

on the home front during the days of the war. During the 

first year, prices of produce and goods remained stable. 

However, atter a period of one year, wheat had advanced a­

bout forty cents per bushel and corn prices had climbed t<> 

sixty cents per bushel, which was an advance of eight cents. 

Hay advanced .from thirteen dollars a ton in 1861 to twenty 

dollars a ton in 1862~ As the war continued, prices on 

ev-erything began to soar, and at the close of the conflict 

they were beyond the reach of the average men. 58 

.&long nth the rise in prices came a revival in busi­

ness. Port Deposit., which had greatly declined at:, a business 

and trading center before the war, became a "boom town." 
....,......,._...,_ ________________________ _ 
58. lo record of wages could be found in the newspapers. 
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To this town came a great expansion in the lumber business 

during the war years. The~ st&ted that this business 
~q 

alone would be valued ate. million dollar3 in 1861.,.1., 

.Another growing business during the war days was the 

McCullough :foundry, which was located in Elkton. Here was 

aanutactured the Becker.tdorn plow, which was a general favor­

ite aaong the farmers. Thir-;; plow diffe·red from all others 

in the construction of its land side. In place of being 

perpendicular or parallel with the beam as most other plows, 

tbe bar of the share inclined toward. the center of the plow, 

thus cutting the furrow slice diagonally. This made the 

pressure on the moldboard much lighter than iihen the furrow 

was c~t at right_angles. fhis plow- would turn a thirteen­

inch furrow. 60 The same fountlry al.:::o manuie-..ctured stoves 

and metal roofing. T:b.e roof of the Cecil YJhig building was 

made at this Elkton foundry. 

The fishing industry also enjoyed a revival of pros­

perity. As in the early days of the nineteenth century, 

herring and other f1~3h were plentiful, but the shortage in 

salt kept many people rron1 pacicing their usual winter :;upply. 

,9. G1a;Ll IQ1g, October 5, 1861. 

60. 1111.a•, Karch 1, 1862. 
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Fiahermen in 1862 were also scarce as many had already vol­

unteered tor war service. 61 

Cecil County did benefit industrially from the war in 

her ship bu.ilding business. As early as July 20, 1861, the 

boat 7ar4 of J. J. Abrahams on Fell's Point received a 

governaent contra.et to build a hull for a Federal gunboat. 

!he machinery for this boat was constructed at the machine 

works ot Charles Reeder, and large forces of men were em­

ployed ill both establishments. 62 

Bl\lployment caused by war production soon reached its 

peak an.d advertisements constantly gave notice to the need 

for man power. Even the ladies were in demand to wor1c on 

goYernaent contracts and before the end of 1861, J. s. Craw­

ford, of Zlltton, was advertising for women to make army 

overcoats. In addition to the shortage of workers in indus­

t17, the teaching profession also telt the impact of war. 63 

!he war also brought many new regulations to the busi­

ness people or the county. All butchers were ordered to 

render a aonthly statement to the county tax assessor, 

61. 

62. 
63. 

CetiJa Jhig. Karch l, 1862. 

lldJl., July 20, 1861. 
ll'dJ:l. December 14, 1861. Teachers were very scarce and ~Di.& constantly advertised for them. 
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stating the number of cattle., calves, sheep, and hogs which 

they slaughtered. for market. Forms for this information 

were tumished by the assessor•s office. 64 

In addition to these problems, the citizens of Cecil 

County were constantly warned to be on the look out for 

counterfeit bank notes. As early as December 7, 1861, the 

la1& warned its readers of one dollar notes being altered to 

five dollars on the Farmers• Bank of Wilmington. Instruc­

tions were given to all citizens on how to determine the 

genuine five :f'rom the bogus one. 65 Throughout the war 

period, the public ns constantly reminded of the danger ot 

counterfeit money as in the article below: 66 

COmtTERFEI'f BARK llOTES. - The town and 
vicinity is flooded with countet·feit Bank 
n,otes, mostly of less denomination than five 
dollars and all purporting to be the issues 
of Banks or other States. The only remedy 
for this evil 1s for people to refuse all 
not,es ot this description, as the counter­
feits are generally so well executed as to 
defy detection. The Clerk of the Circuit 
Court informs us that he will not receive 
the notes or Banks of other States of a 
less denomination than five dollars, and 
•• hear that the State's Attorney has de­
terained, after the first of May to enforce 

64. QMJ,l JJlli&, October 11, 1862. 

6S. 1144., December 7, 1862. 

66. lJ214., April 26, 1862. 



the law prohibiting the passing of foreign 
saall notes, as the only effectual mode of 
protecting our merchants and others against 
l•ss. !he fine is five dollars for each of­
ten••• See ut. 38 Sec. 9 of Code. Since 
the adoption of the Code the Banks of this 
State have been authorized to issue small 
notes, so that the latter part of the sec­
tion which refers to them is not now Law. 
Since our own banks furnish small notes enough 
for change, there 1s no reason why the laws 
should. not be strictly enforced, especially 
since it seems the only mode of protecting 
the people from bogus currency. 
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Meanwhile the home front received something new in the 

field of entertainment. This was Gardner and Hemmingts Great 

Aller1can Circus, which show not only attract,ed the children 

wt the adults as well. Thus, when the !lll.,g. ar...nounced that 

the circus was coming., the entire population within travel­

ing 41stanee made plans to attend and forget the worries of 

the 4&1. The following advertisement appea.red in the ~: 67 

GARDNER & HEWINGtS 
GREAT .AJIERICAl' CIRCUS. 

Atter a most successful tour through the 
State, the managers take pleasure to announce 
to the c1t1.1ens of this place that they 

WILL EXHIBIT IN ELKTOI, 
On 1r1day, September the 19th, 1862, 

Afternoon and evening., doors open at 2 and 7 
P.Jl., pertonance to commence half an hour 
1ater1 ADMISSION 25cts .. 

6'7. Q11;LJ, 1h11, September 1.3, 1862. 



Many new features have been introduced, 
foremost among which is the 

ZOUAVE HALT. 
Illustrating with striking vividness scenes 
in the present war. First the mar♦ch then 
the halt, (in which all the horses sit up 
and lay down at the word of command) conclud­
ing w1 tb the grand charge. liany other start­
ling novelties will also be introduced. The 

PEHFORM:ERS 
have been selected from the Stars of Europe 
and America, and no expense has been spared 
1n the departmen~z. such artists •· s 

ILLSS ELIZA GARDNER , 
the Fairy Gem or the Arena., without doubt 
the most beautiful, chaste, and elegant Fe­
male Equestrian in the world. This young 
lady's style of dashing Horsemanship, calls 
forth the adlrdration of all beholders while 
her beauty and grace make her the pet of the 
public. 

B. Bemaings, 
John Foster, 
w. Hill, 
w. Green., 
R. Ball, 
Mad. CU11lla, 
Little tinnie, 

Geo. Derious, 
Signor Packer, 
Rom.an Brothers, 
c. King, 
c. Ricker, 
Mons. La.tort, 

a.re names that need no comment, the whole 
under the immediate direction of the people's 
Clown, 

DAN GARDNER, 
wb.o will at each exh.ibition, introduce his 
guest talking Hors•,.··· 

~A.SHINGTON , 
and his 

EDUC.ATE» KULES, Pete and Barney, 
The Rorses and Ponies 

are the Best Trained in the Profession, and 
the entire entertainment will be given in a 
style or gran.d.eur under the new 

MAW40TH PAVILLION, 
capa.ble or seating JOOO spectators. On the 
aoming or Exhibition the Company ~1.11 enter 
town in 

GRAND PROCESSION, 
headed by Peter Britner•s Brass Band, seated 



in their Band Car drawn by a line of beauti­
ful cream colored horses, followed by the en­
tire outfit. - They will also exhibit in 

-Port Deposit on Wednesday., Sept. 17th 
Osford, on Thursday, Sept. 18th 

Sept. 13, 1862 - lt. 
W. H. GARDNER, Agent 
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Perhaps one of the most interesting bits of information 

concerning the home front during the war days was to be found 

1n the eclitorial columns of the !&1g and the pemqcrtM• Thr­

oughout the entire period, the editor of the WJi constantly 

roasted the editor of the l}emocrat for his Secessionist sen­

timent$, and the '21111St!:t editor replied to the J1hig ·with re­

marks which were equally caustic. It was interesting to read 

the advert1s .. ent which was published by the VJhig encouraging 

•all Union men to see- that a copy of this paper goes to every 

taaily in the county.•68 

Reading the county paper was an important and interest­

ing pastime in the life of each citizen. After each week1 s 

issue, the news found in the press was interpreted by its 

read•rs during. the following week. However, in addition to 

the war news1 the shortages, the rising prices, and the lat­

est arrests# the citizens on the home front still bad time to 

discuss the weather and inquire a.bout the health of their 

neighbors. 

68. C9gil Ibis, September 28, 1861. 
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W1'1l the issue ot the!&!,& on August 9, 1862, the chief 

topic ot conversation by all the citizens on the home front 

1n the county was the discussion of the draf't. This was a 

new ex.perience. It was the most exciting topic of the day. 

'to the average cit1£en., this new method of recruiting man 

power brought the reality of war to every home in Cecil 
69 

County. fhe QIMQtfi bitterly denounced the draft as 

another example 0£ "lost freedom" which the war had cost 

the citizens of Cec11.70 

!he f'ollowing week the citizens of the county read with 

•epen eyes• that all persons of a certain age ~ould be liable 

to arrest if tney themselves left from the county before the 

draft was made. In the same issue of the paper, the ques­

tion of Cecil County's quota was discussed. Even the editor 

or the al& demanded that justice be done to C•ceil County 

regarding her quota since this county had led the state 1n 

volunteers according to her population. The editor stated, 

•Cecil County must be credited for her volunteers,n71 and 

69. ~ lbiA. Au.gust 9, 1862. The Draft in 1862. was a 
!titi Draft. 

70. C9gi.J, Qnograt, August 9, 1862. 

71. C1s;J.l Jnig, August 16, 1862. 
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declared that it was not right to compel the loyal men of 

Cecil to tunush blood for the traitors in the Secession 

counties. Therefore, it called on Governor Bradford t.o al­

low credit for the volunteers who hctd enlisted. 

Following this criticism of fixing quotas and not al­

lorlng for volunteers, the l1bJ.i, published in its issue of 

August 2), 1862., the following classes o:r person~ who were 

exempted from. the drart.72 

1. ill persons now in Military Service 
of the u. s. 

2. All Telegraph Operators and Construc­
tors, and who were actually so engaged on 5th 
August, 1862. 

J. All Engineers of Locomotive~; on 
Railroads. 

4. All Artificers and Workmen employed 
in anr public ~rsenal or Armory. s. The Vice-President of the United 
States. 

6. The Officers Judicial and Executive 
of the Government of the United States. 

7. the Members of Congress and their 
re~pect1Ye OtTicers. 

8.. All Custom House Officers and their 
Clerks. 

9. All Post Officers and Stage Drivers 
who are eDlployed 1n the care and conveyance 
ot the Jlails of the Post Office of the United 
States. 

10. ill Ferrymen employed at any Ferry 
on a P:ost Road. 

ll. ill Pilots. 
12. ill kriners actually employed in 

72. QH~• Jhl,th August 2.3, 1862. 



the Bea Service of any citizen or Merchant 
w1thin the United States. 

13. All Engineers and Pilots of Regis­
tered or licensed Steamboats and Steamships. 

And the tollowing persons exempt by the 
Laws of Maryland. visa 

14. Officers of the Government of the 
United. States and their Cle!'ks. 

lS. The Secretary of State, Comptroller, 
'frea-surer and Commissioner of Land Office 
and t..l\eir respective Clerks. 

16. The Judges of the several Courts of 
the State_ and the Clerks of said Courts. 

17. !he Registers of Wills. 
18. The Members of General Assembly and 

their Clerks, while in Session. 
19. fhe Professors and Tutors of Col-

leges and Public Schools. 
20. School Masters. 
21. Practicing Physicians. 
22. Ministers of the Gospel, Ordained, 

L1eensed or recognised. by any Religious So­
c.iety. 

2J. Pilots and their Apprentices • 
. 24. Mariners actually eng(l.ged in trade 

or sea service. 
25. Al.1 Persons Con~eientiously Scrupu­

lous ot be-aring arms, who shall produce ( to 
the Commissioner) proof that he is so con­
scientious. 
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Immediately the enrolling officers for the draft in 

Cecil County received their com.missions and began making com­

plete 11ats for enrollment,. The :rollowing 1s a list of off­

icers appoint-eel for Cecil County to accomplish the er1roll­

aen.t, 13 

Jas. T. KcCUllough., Commissioner to 

7). C1;i1 lb.\&, August 2J, 1862. 



superintend the draft. 
Dr. 1. Dunott, Eltamining Surgeon. 
!nrolling Officers of District - 1st 

Dis., !hos. P. Jones; 2nd Dis., F. A. Crouch; 
.3rd Dis., Joseph Well~;; ,4th Di.~;., 1Sm. c. 
BassonJ 5th Dis • ., Benoni Cooling; 6th Dis., 
Barclay Reynolds; 7th Dis., John M. MeClena­
haDJ 8th Dis., Jmoch McCullough.; 9th Dis.,_ 
J,. !. Janney. 
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By Ser:tt\il!Der 6, 1862., the enrolling officers had com­

pleted their Job and the records show that the following 

number according to districts had benn enrolled.74 

»1str1cts 
1st 
2nd 
Jr4 
4th 
Sth 
6th 
7th 
Ith 
9th 

lumber Enrolled 
457 
420 
S65 
367 
520 
383 
535 
216 

3;ffl 

Vote in 1861 
412 
416 
658 

~l 
453 
585 
197 

_m 
4,154 

'!b.e opinion had gone abroad among the citizens prema­

turel7, that since Cecil had contributed so liberally in 

Yolunteers tor the army, the first draft would be unneces­

sa17. However, the Bi& stated that the drart would be 

heavy unless volunteering progressed more rapidly. To en­

courage volunteering, the county commi3sioners provided a 

bounty et oxie hun.dred dollars for each volunteer. 



In addition to the bounty offered 'b"'f the county commis­

sioners, many wealthy citizens of the county offered private 

bounties to individuals who would enlist. Jacob Tome,. or 
Pet Deposit• was such an individual. He offered five hun­

dred dollars to ten recruits for enlisting in Battery "B" 

of the First Maryland Light Artillery. This battery was 

commanded: by Captain Snow, formerly of Port Deposit. 

l>uring these days when the new draftees were being ex­

aatned 'by Doctor Du.natt, the examining surgeon of Cecil 

COllDty, the editor of the~ was often amused at the 

•atreaa of 41,seaaed individuals who visited his office."75 

Bis 4ea,eript1on is worthy or quotation: 76 

The poor unfortunates go limping in to 
the ph7s1c1an, supporting their feeble forms 
on caaes and crutches, and if misfortune has 
been kind en.ou.gh to give them an examption, 
they come out like Dr. Tobias• Liniment -
restored steedsJ while those in whom unfort­
unately the Doctor can discover no blemish, 
too otten go limping away with rueful coun­
tenanc•s# bemoaning the sad fate that threa­
tens to place them in battle array against 
their admired f'r1ends, Stonewal1 1 s bare­
tooted conscripts. 

llarvelin.g at the numbers who were exempt from the draft 

because ot physical disabilities, the· editor of the !Di&. 

75. QtA&• IAAC• September 6, 1862. 

76. 1215\•, September 6, 1862. 



165 

warned the ladies to be on the lookout for these diseased 

young men, and advised them to marry only those who have 

received. honorable wounds 1n defending their country's nag. 

these aen •Who has sworn to protect you, will not desert you 
77 

1n the hour of danger.• Therefore he warns all ladies to 

beware or the •exempt brig~de.• 

By late September, 1862, Cecil Countyts first quota for 

the draft had been fixed for seven hundred and seventy men. 

Unfortunately this county did not receive any credit for 

the volunteers who had enlisted in regiments belonging to 

other states. However, those who had enlisted in Maryland 

regiments weN counted. Thus, the deficiency to be made up 

was about one hundred. 

The 11111tary draft 1n Maryland also brought other com­

plications which caused counties having large white popula­

tion to furnish more 11h.ite troops than counties having large 

negro groups. Berore the war, these large slave-holding 

counties were willing and anxious that in the apportionment 

tor the legislature a negro should count equal to a white 

aan, but 1n time of war it was •outrage and tyranny" that 

1n the apportionaent for the draft the negro should count 

77. QttiJ. ~th September 13, 1862. 



78 
flfl\1&1 to eYen three-fifths of a white man. 
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Therefore, the &.I, advocated in its columns that the 

white basis alone should determine the quota of the dra£t. 

Furthermore, it stated that when the planter of southern 

Maryland went to war, he could leave a lot of slaves at 

home to continue his farming. But when the farmers and 

mechanics of Cecil are drafted, they have no slaves and thus 

their affairs aust be left to go to ruin. However, the 

question concerning quotas was soon solved as negro enlist­

aents became popular 1n the state and many Ythite male citi­

sens hired the black man to substitute for him on the field 

of battle.79 

the problem concerning draft quotas and bounties con­

tinu.ed. throughout the c.onflict and while many loyal ei tizens 

left their hoaes and fought for the cause of freedom, others 

by talae exemption or by hiring substitutes, remained at 

hoae and criticised the progress of the war. 80 

'fb.e war days in Cecil County were trying ones and al-

'18. GttiJe 11\is~ Bovember 1, 1862. 

79. Clark, •Politics in Maryland," Vol. XL., P• 25.3. 

80. llPis•, Vol. XL, p. 254. 
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though the county did not experience the rain of destruction 

which Visited other counties of the nation~ yet every eiti­

••• every home, and every family felt the grim reality of 

war. 



CB.APTER V 

!Ill DE140CRATIC REACTIOI 

In 'the late summer ot 186.3, many serious problems a­

rose w1 th tbe enlisting of Maryland legroe.s for Federal ser­

V1ce. !b.11 action began when Secretary ot War, Stanton, 

appointed Colonel William Birney to organize a colored regi­

ment 1n Jlaryland. The enlistment of these colored troops 

cosed a revival of the slavery controversy in Cecil as 

well as the rest ot Karyland. 1 

■any citizens ot Cecil County claimed that as long as 

slaYery existed in Jlaryland1 free white labor would not 

enter to till the place of the enlisted free colored labor­

er. By this nn value given to slavery, the loyal men of 

Cecil telt that their hopes of seeing slavery destroyed by 

the war bad vanished. 

Meanwhile, web con.fusion and dissension continued over 

the qMstion of legro enlistment., and in September, 1863, 

ton.er GoTemor B1oks or Maryland told President Lincoln 

that the manner in which enlistments were being handled in 

1. Clark, •Polities in Maryland," Vol. XL, p. 242. 
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the e01Ulti.es ot llaryland was causing serious hardship to 

the tar11ers, and thus they were becoming antagonistic to 

the Lin.cola adm1n1stration. 2 

file jeb ot recruiting legroes in Cecil County was placed 

in the hands of captain Christman, who at first met with gr­

eat success, only to discover by 1864 that his task was more 

dittieult. Commenting on Captain Christman•s work in re­

cruiting legroes in the Elk leek section, the D9mocr1:t de­

clared., •lot one tree American citizen of African descent 

can be tound among the new enlistees.•3 

In the meantime, the great topic of discussion in the 

county was the coming election of 1863. In anticipation of 

this election, a great Union meeting was held in Elkton on 

October 6, at which Pennsylvania and Delaware were represent­

ed. Jlaan.cipation in 111.ryland was prominent in the diseus-­

sions an4 in the speeches delivered by Henry Winter Davis, 

Colonel John A.. J. Creswell., General Goldsborough, and Colonel 

Platt, the prevailing feeling was one or enthusiasm for ema.n­

ctpetioa~ and for •eking Maryland a free state with free 

labor.4 

2. Clark, •Politics 1n Maryland,• Vol. XL, p. 244. 

3. G11a.& l21UGr1$, October 3, 1863. 

4. lldJl., October 10, 186). 
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Prior to this great Union meeting, the Union nominations 

tor the state and. local candidates had been published, and it 

ns generally conceded as the election approached, that these 

nominees would be victorious at the polls in lovember. The 

Union nominations we·re listed as follows a 5 

URION NOMINATIONS 

For Comptroller, 
S. S • KAF'FIT 

Por Commissioner of Public Works 
LEMUF..L ROBERTS 

For Commissioner of Land Office 
W. L. W. SEABROOK 

For Congress 
J. W. CRISFIELD 

For State Senate 
JJJIES TOUCHSTONE 

For Bouse of Delegates 
SUUEL GILLESPIE 
JOHN s. CHRISTIE 
DR. JOSEPH HOPKINS 

For Judges of the Orphans• Court 
BAKILTON MORTON 
:NOBLE BIDDLE 
JOHN FORD 

For County Commissioners 
DAVID A. ROBERTS 
JAMES MACKEY 
JAMES M. EV.ANS 

,. 9ttl1. bu1r1S, October 3, 186:;. 



For Clerk or the Circuit Court 
JOHli WROTH 

For Register of Wills 
GEORGE R. HOWARD 

for Sheritt 
IILLIAM T. MILLER 
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the J>eaoerats were late in placing a ticket of nominees 

be~ore the public. Ibey realized that their candidates would 

have little chance for victory in the coming election. How­

eYer, •• the »-o.cr•tic County Convention which was held in 

Elkton on October 13, 18631 the delegates voted thirty-four 

to eight to place a Democratic ticket on the ballot in Nov­

ember. !heretore, 1n accordance with the custom of the Demo­

cratic conventions ot the county, each district was called 

' upon tor nominees. 

the nOllination for State Senator being 
first in order, the delegation from the 8th 
41strict nominated Dr. William B. Ro\\:land., 
who was declared, upon the question being 
put, nominated unanimously. 

On motion, it was determined to make 
the n01linat1ons of all the other officers be­
fore proceeding to ballotJ and the nomina­
tions being made, the Convention proceeded 
t-o vote, wi. th tbe following selections of 
eandida"esa 

Por State Senate, Dr. Ylilliam B. Row­
land, 8th District. 

For the House ot Delegates, A. Reeder 

6. Ces;il. RM9Qfl:1t,. October 17, 1863. 
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SIii.1th 9th District. Por .Judges of the Orphans' Court, Wal­
ter Armstrong, 4th District; Joseph Golibart, 
6th DistrictJ John P. Price, 2d District • 

..,or County Commissioners, George A. Gar­
rett, 4th District; John r. Stevens, 1st Dis­
trictJ Ju.es K. Ivans, 6th District. 

ror Clerk or the County Court, Arthur w. 
JUtchell, 3d District. 

For Register of Will$, Richard G. Reese, 
3d Mstrict. 

ror Sheriff, James E. Oldhain, .3d District. 
~•r State•s Attorney~ Albert Constable, 

7th District • 
.,or County Surveyor, George Gillespie, 

6th District. 
0a motion of Kr. James B. Groome, the 

Claatt-man •• authorised to appoint the County 
becutiTe Colll'littee and the Central Committee. 
!he tollow1ng named gentlemen were then ap­
peinted1 

1st District, Andrew J. PenningtonJ 2d 
Distric·t, William Lindsey; 3d District, Cen­
tral Committee~ Dr. H. H. Mitchell, Chairman, 
Daniel Bratton, Juies B. GroomeJ 4th District., 
B.o·bert llackeyJ 5th District, W. w. BlackJ 6th 
Distriet, Alex. a. Briscoe; 7th District., 
l're4er1ck StumpJ 8th District, Frederick Mc ••••J 9th District., Levi . R. Kearns. 

On. motion or Mr. A. J. Penington, the 
Executive Committee was empowered to fill 
all vacancies happening upon the t1c·ket. 

On motion, a vote of thanks was given 
to Kr. Beary for the use of his commodious 
:room and to the ofticers of the meeting, for 
the fa1thtul and efficient performance of their 
4ut1••• 

On motion, the proceedings of the Conven-
tion were ordered to be published in the Cecil 
Deaoerat. 

On motion, the Chairman declared the Con­
vention adjourned sine die. 

JOS. GOLIBART, Ch'n. 
4'lbert Constable., Sec•y. 
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As was stated before, the election of the entire Union 

ticket was a foregone conclusion. Every candidate of this 

ticket was elected. However, the vote in Cecil County did 

show that the Democrats had made a gair.,. over the election of 

1861. ·fb.e RlaeAtA~ made this comment, •this result was ach­

ieved tm.der the aost adverse circumstances."7 These •ad­

•erse circumstances• were the presence of a considerable mili­

tary force which guarded the polls and on the day of the 

election aade JU.Ill" arrests. This prevented a large number 

ot voters trom going to the polls, because they were afraid 

of being arrested for their pro-Southern feeling. There­

fore, the county Democratic leaders were pleased over the 

showing made by their ticket, and from the results they 

were fully convinced that Cecil County ha.d a large majority 

ot l>eaoeratic and Conservative Union voters. 

!he year 1863 closed with the people of Cecil County 

tacing many problems, including the scarcity of labor and 

the rise or prices. Labor became so scarce that many of the 

farmers began to break up their farms and sell their live 
8 stock and farm implements. 

7. ltfd.J. »aesnt, llovember 7, 186.3. 

8. lll14., October 31, 1863. See article on scarcity of 
Iatiir. 
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Prices oa everything soared high. This condition was 

partl7 due to the large increase of paper currency. With 

this increase in paper currency, the value of the dollar de­

preciated and the cost of living for everyone rose. The 

Demoqza,, couenting on prices~ stated, •the necessaries of 

lit• are now out of the reach of the laboring man.•9 

Zill Qonst1tuu2utl Convmation 

With the cOll!ng or the new year, the most important 

problem 9h1ch faced the people o:r the county was the question 

of the proposed. state convention. The purpose or this con­

vention was to make changes 1n the state constitution. There­

fore, th.is contemplated convention was bitterly denounced by 

the Democrats of Ceccil County• In March of 1864, the Dgge[fi 

filled its columns nth reasons why the citizens of this 

county should vote ag•inst holding the approaching conven­

t1oru10 

1st. It is unnecessary; and so far from 
beiag benefic1•1 to the State, it would result 
in pesitive in~ury to all classes of her citi­
aens. 

2nd. It would cost, probably, not less 
th.an $1001 000., which sum would be laid as an 

9. Cegil RM9er1i, lovember 2s, 1863. 

lQ. ,aa., llarch 261 1864. 



additional burden upon the shoulders of the 
alread7 overburdened taxpayers of the State. 

Jd. It would give the Abolitionists 
the opportunity which they seek to turn loose 
all the slaves in the State, thu3 destroying 
the ex11.tin1 sy-stem of labor, whi1. e years 
wuld elapse before other laDOr could be em­
ployed to supply the deficiency. 

, · 4th. The taxable value of these slaves 
is about $27,000,000, the tax upon which a­
llOllnt 'WCNld have to be levied upon other 
property,. rMl and personal, to supply the 
4eticienc7 occasioned by the abstraction of 
so large a sum from the aggregate wealth of 
ime State. 

5th. !he turning loose of all the 
slaves 1n the State would paralyze her in .. 
dustrial interests, reduce the price of land, 
and lessen the aaount of her annual products 
to such an extent as to produce general em­
barr&aam.ent and bankruptcy. 

6th. The wresting of these slaves from 
their owners, without compensation, would be 
an act of high-handed robbery and an outrage 
upon comm.on justice and comm.on honesty, which 
should oause the unscrupulous advocates o.f 
luch a policy, to hang their heads in very 
shame. 

7th. !bis scheme of wholesale emancipa­
tion would be injuriou~1 to the slaves them­
selves. It would take them from the care and 
protection or their owners &nd throw them 
upon their own resources., bringing them into 
a competition with white men lV"hich they are. 
not able to maintain, It would be the fruit­
tu.l source of' idleness, profligacy and. crime 
and of disease and death; u:Ltim&tely working 
out the de.struction of the race in our midst, 
in a way repugnant to hwaani ty. 

8th. !he Abolitionists not only seek to 
tree the negro, but to enfranchise him, put­
ting him on an equality with the white man 
allowing him to vote, to testLfy against wfiite 
aen 1D. Court, to sit in the jury box, admitting 
h1m to the pulpit, the bar, and. the bench. 
these principles have been avowed, here in 
Maryland, by leading Abolitionists, and we 
have the proof of uhe faet at hand. 

175 



!bese and other considerations might be 
urgecl upon the people why they should vote 
against the proposed Convention at the ensu­
ing election. It will revolutionize the es­
tabl.isbed order of' things 1n the State, de­
stroy her prosperity, and work injury to the 
atire population. Therefore, we urge upon 
all the solemn duty of voting against a Con­
Yention.. Let no man stay away from the polls. 
bat let the voters turn out en m~sse and put 
their seal of comdemnation upon this Panc1ora' s 
l>ox of the Abolitionists. 

the Rtmts;rat warned the voters that the pur-
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pose ot the convention was, •not only to set the negroes 

tree, but to put them on an equality with th.e whites. "ll 

In tact, according to the D;p10crat, a leading Abolitionist 

in llkton had declared, •he was willing to see the Negro at 

the 'bar) in the Jury box, and on the bench."12 The next 

step, said ·ttie PtmPSEtt, will be the admittance of Negroes 

to the public schools. therefore, the pemgcrt~ urged every 

Toter to vote against the convention wh:Lch would free the 

legro and give him. equality. 

!he election was held on April 6, 1864, ant~ the vote in 

Cecil County ns 2004 for calling the convention to 890 a­

gainst this proposal. However, the Eastern Shore as a unit 

Toted against calling the Convention by a very close vote. 

11. Q•tJ.J. RMM?9UM, April 2, 1864. 

12. Iii&•, April 2, 1864. 
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fb.e distribution of the vote for the Eastern Shore is given 

below.13 

County 
ca.roline 
Somerset 
Kent 
~albot 
Dorchester 
Cecil 
Worcester 

~

een Anne's 
Eastern Shore total) 
aryland !otal) 

Bor Calling 
the eonvention 

6)0 
813 
453 
570 
703 

2.004 
890 

6Jtl 
31,59.3 

Against 
calling it 

.453 
1,331 

991 
)62 

l,lOS 
S9O 
135 

tm 
19,524 

Although the Eastern Shore voted against the proposal, 

the total vote of Maryland proved that the state as a whole 

was in favor of calling the convention. 

According to the i>IIISUU .. lt, although Cecil County led the 

Shore in voting for the Convention, many within the county 

felt that the election was not atru.e expression of sentiment.14 

To call the ballot of Wednesday last an 
election, would be a misnomer. lo ele.ction ns 
held, although there was the semblauce of one, 
for form•s sake merely. • more shameleas out­
rage upon the right of popular suffrage was 
never perpetrat.ed. Hundreds of voters did not 
go to the polls at all, preterring to forego 
the right ot suffrage, rather than yield to the 

13. Scharf, 1J1§5QlY S:, ilaJJIIMil, Vol. 3, P• 581. 

14. Ce;;Lli Itss,crt;t, April 9• 1864. 



humiliation of submitting themselves to the 
inquisitorial powers as}:mmed and exercised by 
the Judges or Elaction, in Viole .. tion of the 
Constitution of the State. It i~i but ju~t to 
say that some of them would have shrunk from 
conducting the election in :3uch a manner, if 
left to themselves, but yielded a too ready 
acquiescence in the pressure laid upon them 
by unscrupulous party manager::;, w1 th whom the 
pUrging of the ballot box of disloyal votes, 
was• consideration seeondary to th.at of ex­
cluding daocrat1c votes, however legal and 
however right. Never before, in this country, 
us such an outrage upon popular suffrage per­
petrated. .And we doubt if the h1sto1--y of any 
other co,mtry, can furnish a parallel to it. 
Are freemen's rights and franchises a mere 
mockery! to be frittered away in this malUler. 
Are we ·1rtng under the aegiz of the Consti­
tution and the Laws, or not? If not, then we 
should know it; and we are gla15 to leo.rn that 
1teps are about to be taken, by gentlemen who 
have been deprived of their voten., and the 
ab1est counsel 1n the State retained. This 
will probably- determine the point a;_; to 
whether the elections are to be conducted in 
accordance with the Constitution and laws or 
not, and the Judges may learn in the end, 
that it is not a light matter to interfere 
With the rights of freemen. 

We sub301n the questions, or the cate­
chism, as they have been termed, as published 
in the Baltimore American, by which a man•s 
rights to vote was determined. These questions 
Nre publiabed in the American as hi..iving been 
•adopted at a meeting o.f Judges in Cocil 
County•• wh1cb implies, we thin}c, that they 
originated here, which is not a tact. They 
we.re concocted elsewhere., it is said, and 
were r1rst brought to light in one of the 
weatern cou.nt1es • 

178 

.Although the sentiment against the convention was strong 

and bitter, the delegates from Cecil County met with the 
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others 1n Annapolis on April 27, 1864. Cecil County was 

ably represented by Thomas F>. Jones, George Earle, Joseph 

B. Pugh, and David Scott.15 

During the session of t..he convention, 11 ttle note was 

taken of the proceedings by the P@112Stli• except to de ... 

nounce the entire plan as a "violation of our state law and 

against the wishes of the people.• In late .Au.gust the IWIQ.­

sn.t. declared that the record of the convention was •a 

record of intamy.•16 •some day," s«id the J2goei:1S., ttthe 

members of this Convention will realize their mistake.• 

However, this paper did praise some 01: the delegates as 

being men of intel.ligence and high integrity who were forced. 

to yield to the majority group. 

On September 14, after being in session over four mon­

ths, the Constitutional Convention finally adjourned. The 

reVised constitution was published in all local papers with 

comments. Realizing that the battle to oppose the new con­

stitution -,,ould be hard and unfair, the ttamocx:1'.k boldly 

asserted that "there can be no expression of popular senti­

ment at the polls under present circwnstances•" and pre-

15. C~eiz\ Dem9r;r1t, Jpr1l 30, 1864. 

16. ~-, Au~rust 27, 1864. 
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dieted •that a day would come when Maryland democracy would 

be emaneipated.•17 

The tight in Cecil County aga1.nst the Constitution 

seemed hopeless, but the pe1,ocr1t strongly urged voters to 

go to the polls and voice their opposition to this "obnox­

ious instrwnent,•18 

We need not tell our readers that the 
election for the ratification or rejection of 
the proposed. Constitution of the State, takes 
place. on Wednesday and Thursday next, the 12th 
and 13th or October. Let every voter who is 
opposed to its adoption, attend the polls on 
those days, and deposit his ballot inscribed 
with these wordsa - AGAINST THE CONSTITUTION. 
!he right to vote is the dearest right of the 
American citizen. It is not only a right, but 
it is a duty., and he who would abridge it., is 
an enemy to the public liberty. An attempt to 
abridge this right has been made by the late 
Stat. Con•ention, by the imposition or an oath 
which it is expected will give to the new Con­
stitution an easy triumph. Disappoint this 
expectation. Rally to the polls and vote down 
the abnoxious instrument, and convince those 
who are attempting to foist it upon the State, 
that you are not yet their slaves. 

the election for the adoption or rejection of' the Con-

17. GtQj.4 itlMSCEl'M, September 17, 1864. The main provision 
ot the revised constitution freed a.11 the slaves 1n 
ll&ryland effective November l, 1864. It also provided 
that oaths of allegiance should be taken by certain 
offieialsJ any refusing to take the oath was disfran­
chised and barred from office. 

18. iw., Octobers, 1864. 
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s"t1tut1on was held on October 12 and 1:; in Ka.ryland. The 

ofticial vote 1n Cecil County was very revealing. 19 

OFFICIAL VOTE OF CECIL COUNTY 

!he following is the official vote of 
Cecil on the Constitution, which shows a tie 
1n the county. Sixty-five votes were reject­
ed by the Judges of the election, all of vn1ich 
would have been thrown against the Constitu­
t107:1_, as followss - 6 in the 1st district, 23 
1n tn.e 2d, 11 in the 3d, 2 in the 5th, 15 in 
the 7th, and 8 in the 6th. 

1st District 
2nd " 
3rd " 
4th " 
5th tt 
6th " 
7th " 
8th " 
9th " 

Total 

• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 

For Against 
117 •••• 262 
104 •••• 203 
282 •••• 227 

92 •••• 226 
)47 •••• 170 
210 •••• 154 
217 •••• 201 
78 • . • • • 75 

•••• ~ •••• _--2.l. 
•••• 1~ •••• 1~ 

!he new Constitution met with violent opposition in 

aany parts of the state. The Eastern Shore indicated its 

hostility to the new proposal by voting against it, more 

than two to one. 20 

For Against 
County Constitution Constitution 

19. gecil ~enlQSCElt, October 22, 1864. Although Cecil was a 
strong Union county, the tie vote showed that even 
many Unionists were against the constitutional change 
which the convention had made. 

2Q. Scharf, JU;s .. tq;.x ~ ~~ti,~ 'iol. III,- I:oge Sf-!2" 



C&roline 
Cecil 
Dorchester 
!Cent 
Queen Anne's 
Somerset 
Talbot 
Worcester 
Bastern Shore 
Maryland 
So141erts \'ote 

Total 

471 
1,611 

449 
289 
220 
,4.64 
430 
4§4 

4,420 
27,541 

;§;ffl 

423 
1,611 
1,486 
1.246 
1,577 
2,066 
1,020 
l,2'?2 

11,095 
29,536 ,6, 
29,799 
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Although the state through the vote of the soldiers 

adopted the Constitution, its opponents claimed there had 

been many trauds in the election. The adoption of this 

new Constitution also created other serious problems. 

Many $lave holders took advantage of an unrepealed pro­

vision 1n the Black Code of the state laws and appren­

t1ce4 legro alaTe children before the new constitution 

went into errect on lovember 1, 1864. However, to protect 

the legroea, KaJor General Lewis Wallis issued "General 

Orders lo. 112,• by which a Freemants Bureau was created. 

Provost marshals were appointed throughout Maryland to 

look after the intex~ests of the freed legro. 21 

The elections of 1864, cotmty state and national, gave 

Lincoln's opponents a chance to register their hostility to 

21. Clark, If.stem §hQ:tl, Vol. I, p. 552. 
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legro enlistments, armed interference at elections, and other 

llepublican policies that had aroused much bitterness among 

the conser•ative Unionists in Maryland. Many Maryland poli­

ticians teared that the conservative Unionist group would 

absent themselves from the polls in the fall elections be­

cause or their dissatisfaction with the practices of the ad-
22 ministration. 

Cecil County's strong Unionist and Republican group, 

realizing that the Democratic Party was staging a comeback, 

did everything in their power to maintain control. But the 

Democrats made an all out effort staging what the Democrats 

claimed to be the largest mass meeting eve1· held by this 

party in llkten.23 

!HI IIaKTON MASS MEETING 

Since the days ot forty-four, there has 
been nothing to exceed the demonstration made 
by the triends of McClellan and Pendleton here 
on Monday lattJ and made, too* only upon six 
days notice. It was a spontaneous outpouring 
or the people. 'fb.ey came~ as in the days or 
•-Old Hickory•• with flags and banners. They 
cqe 1n wagons, 1n carriages, and. on horseback. 
They poured forth in such numbers as to as­
tound our political opponents, and they evinced 
a spirit and enthusiasm which we hav, never 
seen surpassed on any former occasion. The 

22. Clark, •Politics 1.n Karyland," Vol. XXXVIII, p. 260. 

23. QIS•• Ulmt9tl~• October 15, 1864. 
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Second District made a most spirited display. 
A very large number of mounted men under their 
Ch1e~ Marshal, Dr. Joseph V. Wallace, came up 
from that district, and their cavalcade made 
a very imposing appearance. The Fourth D1s­
tr1ct.t also, poured forth its masses of ster-
ling :oaoerats, under the leadership of Major 
Brokaw~ mounted upon horsebacl<, and 1n wagons 
and carriages. !heir line was gaily decorated 
by nuaerous flags and banners. The Fifth and 
Suth District, were also largely represented 
as well as all the other districts in the 
county. three bands of music were interspersed 
at convenient distances 1n the long line of 
vraoesaion and as it moved through town under 
the guidance of Chief Marshal Hardy and his 
aide, the most enthusiastic shouts went up for 
McClellan and Pendleton. 

1'he meeting was organized, at 2 o1 cloelt, 
as follows• - President, Col. Geo. R. Boward; 
Vice Presidents, E. w. Lockwood, Thomas Ward, 
J'obn a. Price, B. B. Chambers, w. T. Miller, 
Samuel B. Ford, Maj. c. c. Brokaw, John M. 
Sent.man W&shington Hyland, Tobias R. Biddle, 
Joseph Golibart, Bobert ••• Evans, John w. Mc­
Cullough• John Jlcilden, Doc. w. B. Rowland, 
J'osepb Peoples, Isaac F. Vanardsdale, John 
DenahooJ Secretaries Joseph H. Steel, Alex. H. 
Briscoe,- and E. w. Staples. Col. Howard made 
a few spirited remarks on taking the stand, 
when D&Vid Scott, Esq., President of the Elkton 
JlcClellaa and Pendleton Club, came forward and 
read a series of spirited resolutions which v.;ere 
adopted by acclamation. 

(!he•• resolutions have not been furnished 
to us tor publication.) 

!he meeting was then ably addressed by 
Messrs. Campbell and Burton, of Philadelphia, 
Henry•• Areher1 Esq. of Harford, and Major 
Btmjam1n T. Biggs, of Delaware. The large con­
course or people present evinced the deepest 
attention to the earnest and eloquent appeals 
or the speakers, and listened with profound 
attention to the last. The meeting did not 
break up until sunset, when it adjourned with 
three hearty cheers for McClellan and Pendleton. 
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!he entire national, state, and loca.l ticket for the 

Democratic party were m.en of high sta.nd5..ng. General Mc­

Clellan bad many triends in Cecil County (although his mili­

tary record had turned many of them into opponents) and the 

Democrats did a remarkable job in publicizing thei2~ candi­

dates. This was done by barbecues and stump speeJcing. The 

cand14ate~3 on the Democratic ticl~et weres 24 

FOR PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 
GEN. GEORGE B. McCLELLAN 

Ol•l l1EW JERSEY 

FOR VICE PRESIDENT 
HOR. GEORGE H. PENDLETON 

OF OHIO 

ELECTOiilt TICKET 

FOR THE StATE AT LARGE: 
WM. SCHLEY 

JOHN R. Ii1RANKLIN 
1st District - GEORGE VICKERS 
2nd " - DR. MILTON N. TJ.YLOR 
3rd " - HENRY W. JENKINS 
4th ~ - THOS. DEVECMON 
5th • - EDViARD v;. BELT 

161-1 GOVERNOR 
~4:'d-J • EZEKIEL F • CH.AMBERS 

FOR LIEUTEUANT GOVJ!~HNOR 
ODF~ BOWIE 

FOR ATTORNEY GENERAL 
I. NEVITT STEELE 

24. Ptoil UM12r1t, October 29, 1664. 



FOR COMPTROLLER OF THE TREALrURY 
A. LINGAN JARRETT 

FOR JUDGE OF' THE COURT OF APPF~S 
11M • P. iilULSBY 

FO.R CONGF.ESS 
HIRAM McCULLOUGH 

FOR THE STATE SENATE 
DR. \llM. B. ROWLJ.ND 

FOR THE.HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
JOHN w. DAVIS 

COL. GEORGE R. HOWARD 
i1fi. T. MILLER 

GEORGE A. GARRETT 
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Jleanwhile# the Unionists., or Republicans as they were 

now called., had nominated Lincoln and Johnson as their na­

tional standard bearers, Thomas Swann :for Governor_. and John 

A. I. Creswell, of Cecil Coi.mty, for Congress from the First 

Congressional District. 

!he local ticket of the Republican Party also included 

some outstanding men from Cecil County. Among this group was 

Jacob Tome, of Port Deposit, who had come to Cecil County and 

made a fortune at this river port town. 

the election in lovember was a peacet"ul one, on the 

whole. ••• arrests were made, but many persons of question­

able patr1ot1sm refrained from voting. Maryland soldiers in 

the f1el.d were allowed, as they had been in the vote on the 
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Couatitution 1n October, to ca.st th.eir votes in this elee-

tl 2; 
on • 

.As was predicted by the Democrat, a large nurnber of 

Cecil County votes were rejected. The vote in the Fourth 

lleetion District of Cecil County was not counted at all be­

ca.1;1se of a disturbance near the polls 'fNhj_ch oeeurred about 

two o 1cloclc in the afternoon. In this district, the polls 

nre closed and the judges retired with the ballot boxes in 

their possessions. In the opinion of the Democrat, it is 

reasonable to believe that hud this district' ;;t vote~; been 

couted, the entire Democratic ticket ;vould have won. 26 

!he official Cecil County vote for nationa.J . ., state, and 

loeal candidates was publit;hed on November 19, 1864., in the 
27 

R1n1r1t. 

DISTRICTS 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 TOTAL 

For Pre-sidenta 
Al>raham Lincoln 143 124 .332 •• 379 236 259 86 197 1757 
George B. KcClell~i* 201 21:3 204 • • 210 171 231 95 111 1521 

For Vice-President: 
Andrew Johnson 143 124 332 •• 379 2.36 259 86 197 1757 
George H. Pendleton* 206 213 204 •• 210 171 231 95 lll 1521 

27. 

Q,c;l,l }Jemqcrat, November 12, 1864. 
M' t~,i 

~., November 19, 186,4.:~:·,, 

IW.•, November 19, 1864. 
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Por Governors 
!homas Swarm 147 124 335 •• .38.3 239 262 88 199 1777 
Ea.id.el F. Chambers* 208 213 282 •• 206 169 2.30 94 1111514 

For Lieut. Governor: 
Christopher c. Cox 146 124 .3.34 •• 382 238 266 89 199 1777 
Oden Bowiel' 209 214 280 •• 206 169 228 94 1111514 

Por Attorney-Generali 
JJ.exander Randall 145 124 334 •• 382 338 266 89 199 1777 
Bernard Ce.rtertl" 209 21.3 283 •• 207 169 228 94 1111514 

For Comptroller of the Treasury: 
Robert J. Jump 145 124 433 •• J82 238 265 89 199 1776 
A. Lingan Garretttf' 209 213 283 •• 207 169 228 94 1111515 

hr Judge of the Court of .Appeals: 
Daniel Weiz.el 145 124 .3:-34 •• J82 238 264 89 199 1775 
Willia.tu P. iAaulsbyif- 209 214 283 •• 207 169 228 94 1111515 

Per Congress: 
lohn .A.J. Creswell 144 121 331 •• 874 239 266 87 199 1761 
Hiram McCullough* 209 217 284 •• 217 170 226 94 112 1529 

For State Senates 
Jacob Tome 145 121 338 •• 378 233 270 80 200 1765 
Will1Ul B. Rowland* 209 214 279 • • 209 17 4 224 llJ 111 1624 

Fer Bouse o! Delegates& 
lames McCauley lLi-5 120 .:,40 • • .382 239 266 89 200 1783 
George B. Penington 14.3 119 334 •• 382 239 265 89 199 1770 
lesse •• Kirk 140 121 332 • • 379 24.4 265 89 202 1772 
J'elm w. Davis* 22.3 213 278 •• 206 163 228941111516 
Oeorge R. Howard* 207 21.3 278 •• 208 166 228 94 109 150.3 
Isaac F. Vanarsdale* 208 213 284 •• 210 167 229 94 115 1520 
George A. Garrett* 203 213 280 •• 203 166 228 93 lll 1497 

!hose marked thus(*) were on the "Democratic Conservative 
Ticket• 

!he vote was close in the county, and in the state Lin­

coln carried Marylanci by a m.ajority of 7,4.32. His overwhelm­

inc majority over McClellan 1n Baltimore City, where he polled 

14.834 Yotes to 2,766 for McClellan, won the Maryland election 

tor him, for he had a minority of the popular vote outside the 

cit,-.28 

28. Clark, "Politics in Maryland.," Vol. XXXVIII, p. 268. 
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The Vemocrats showed real strength on the Eastern Shore 

by electing H1ram McCUllough oVE.:r the unconditional Unionist, 

lehn A. J. Creswell. The vote was 9,677 to 6,J07. This 

Victory was an indication that the Eastern Shore, which was 

normally a Democratic stronghold, had t1Li.de 1 ts comeback. 

It also showed that Creswell' ;:.i victory in 1863 had been due 

largely to military interfere1:i.ce, which would indicate that 

there had been less interference 1n the election of 1864.29 

Thus, the Deaocratic Party of Maryland after an inter­

regnum of tour years had been revived. The election of 1864 

also showed the people of llaryland that in spite of test 

•atb.a, partisan election judges, and the supporting influ­

ence or the Federal Army the Republican control of Maryland 

could be shaken and possibly broken 1n the near future. 

The legislature of Maryland assembled on January 5 and 

the GoYn-nort s messa~::e urged that body to perfect the new 

tree labor system in order that the rich natural resources 

of the state might be developed. The legislature was also 

urg,ecl to iron out immigration problems and to encourage im­

■igr&uts who were previously discouraged from settling in 

29. Clark, •Politics in Maryland," Vol. YJQCVIII, p. 269. 
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Maryland because of' the slavery system. JO 

Early 1n January, 1864, rumors of peace were again re­

Vive4, and according to the ~gocrat these peace develop­

aents were desired by both sides. The removal of Butler was 

an indication ot the desire of the Union to appease the 

South. However, President Lincoln would not hear of peace 

unl••• slavery was abolished completely. There.fore, the 

early Winter months found many peace rumors being circulated 

b&•ed more on the desire than on the real prospect of peace.31 

In late Karch and early April, it became evident that 

the southern cause, lacking manpower, supplies, and war ma­

terials, would soon collapse. This collapse came suddenly 

with the surrender or Lee's army to General Grant on April 

91 186S. !hus, the grave questions which the sword could 

not settle were now to be settled by statesman;~hip. 

liaedia.tely following the surrender at Appomattox the 

great question which the people of Cecil County and the na­

tion wanted answered was, "What is Lineoln•s policy toward 

reoonstruct1on'" WUpon the decision of this hour," the 

JO. Cluk, •Politics in Karyland,• Vol. XXXVIII, P• 270. 

31. Q9giJ, 121M9tlli, January 14, 1865. 
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1!119111:S declared., "will depend the future destiny or our 

nation.• Tb• editor closed his comments on the terms or 
peace with a pi-ayer for divine guidance to the nation's 

rulers in the great task ahead1"2 

Oo4 grant wisdom to our rulersJ direct 
and p:ro•p•r their consultation to the ad­
vaneeaent ot thy glory, the safety, honor, 
act welfare of !hy People; that all things 
may be so ordered and settled by their en­
deavor u,on the best and surest foundations, 
that peace and. happiness., truth, and Justice, 
religion and piety, may be established among 
us tor all generations. 

!he assassination of Lincoln which soon followed was 

recogn1&ecl by the Dtma9t8t as a national calamity.33 

!HE COU.NTRY 1S SORROW 

!be nation has met its direst calamity. 
lab1ttere4 passion and fraternal hate have 
culminated in that most horrible of all crimes, 
assassination, and more fearful still, the 
Pr-eeident or the United States is the victim. 
!he assass1n•s act was madness, and the loss 
is the nation•s. For the President himself, 
looking me-rely to his own glory, the crime is 
s-•carcelJ & calamity. For him the niche of 
fame was ready, and he could desire no better 
epitaph than that which his recent acts have 
won for hill - the friend of human! ty. This 
the universe will accord to him, and the blood 
ot his murdered corpse cannot obliterate its 

32. Qu11 PIM9ll.1h April 15, 1865. 

33. liJJi•, April 22, 186;. 



characters. lay, if aught was needed to render 
it indelible, his blood shed at such a time and 
in such a manner is the surest seal. He has 
passed from earth, its trials, and its tempta­
tions. The seal of good intent is fixed upon 
his acts, and the red right hand of his murder­
er has secured them from possible miscarriage. 
Secure from the frailty to which human nature 
is liable, and safe from the dangers to which 
continued life would have exposed him, his end 
11 fitting, and his death the crown of his im­
aortality. Bever, never, if he had lived for 
ages, lf the span of his eXistence had reached 
far beyond the length of his generation, and 
his Whole career had been consecrated to the 
glory of his race, never could his coronet 
have held a brighter jewel than the tribute 
a grateful people with one accord ascribe unto 
him, never could bis loss have occasioned a 
more universal wail or bereavement. Moral 
courage - that sublimest of all human attri­
butes - illumined his latest works. Its beams 
eannot expire. 

•Th.ere is a tear for all who die, 
A mourner o1er the humblest grave, 

But nations swell the funeral cry, 
And glory weeps above the brave." 

But what of the nation in this her hour or 
trial! What hand shall bind up the wounds? 
What light shall cheer her struggling destinies? 
Bereft in one moment of her ruler and her friend, 
upon what rock shall she rest her hopes? Com­
mitted in the most critical moment of her exis­
tence to untried - we fear unfavorable - handst 
what heart is stout enough to say 8it is well"? 
If clemency is an attribute of greatness, what 
may be expected from a heart where clemency 
dwells not? Will the exe-.mple of the fallen 
chieftain have its due weight upon his successor? 
Will he str1Ye to emulate what he cannot hope 
to surpass? Will he defer to a nation's need, 
and become great with the magnitude of the hour? 
Or will he yield to the spirit which, there is 
too much reason to fear., animates his life, and 
sacrifice the happiness of millions to the grati­
fication of man•s ignobler passions? Power is 
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now his. Will it intoxicate him? Or will 
the consciousness of its attendant resnons1-
b111t1es chasten the spirit that erewbile :ran 
r1ott •• hope while we fear. Looking to what 
aaa has done as an augur of what man will do, 
we deeply, darkly dread the issue. Looking to 
the cause of an afflicted people, regarding 
the awful consequences that may ensue if he 
pro•• unequal to the task thrust upon him, 
and with an abiding confidence in the better 
utur,e ot all that is human, we cling tenac­
iously to every ground of hope. 
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!he rebellion was over and the county could look Yd.th 

pride on its part in the civil conflict. However, in the 

hearts ot many C~cil County citi.zens, a feeling of resent­

ment continued to smoulder. 34 Nevertheless., the citizens 

ot this county soon forgot their differences and walked 

unitedly to face the problems of the future. 

c.A1l. ~cra.j' July 8, 1865. The Ra29tlS• expressing 
ihe7ee~g o its followers, bitterly attacked the new 
economic and political change and reminded its readers 
that Maryland was still a southern state and that the 
ties with the south would remain. For yea.rs this pro­
Sauthera feeling was kept alive by certain families who 
spoke eften of their bitterness toward certain Union 
leaders. 
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