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money from the tine it cpened and was even wore prosperous
after 1ts recrganisation in 1872 as the Kational Dank of
Delaware., The conservative management of the direetors,

men of the "striotest integrity and the highest charscter”
insured a long and honored career for tho institution, It
woatherod every financial orisis of the century., During the
wove than 130 years of its existence it had only six presi-
donts. Three of those were of Quaker families,5l

The Wilmington and Brendywine Dank, chartered in 1810,
had as its first president William Poole, He was followed
by John Way and William Seal. Daniel Byrmes was cashier froa
1818 to 1823, On the orizinal board of directors were John
Way, Daniel Lowber, Joseph Robinson, wWilliam Poole, and
Jereniah Wollaston, Other Quakers served as directors in
later years,’2

The Union Bank of Delaware opened its doors in Hay 1839
with James Price as president, followed by James Canby.
William Brobson and Mahlon Detts were instrumental in effeot-
ing its organization,>3

Through the state there were to be found mills, tanner~
ies, boat yards and othor businesses. Theso were sualler
businesses than those to be found in Wilmingtoan but not less
active, MNost of the mills were looated in lNew Castle County
beosuse the terrain was more favorable for water power. iany
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of these small businesses were in Quaker hands, John Evans,
father of Oliver Rvans, was owner of a grist mill on the

Red Clay Creek contenporary with the eerly Brandywine millers,
Thomas and Samuel Metoer started a paper mill on the White
Clay Creek neer Newark in 1739.5“ T™he assecsment list of
1804 mentions many grist and saw mills, Joseph England and
Caled Harlan, 8y, had grist and saw nills on the Christiana,
James Mendinhall on Mill Creek, John Marshall, John Robinson,
Androw Reynolde and Thomas Stapler had grist mne; Ephrain
Jackson, a saw mill.?? Tno Lewdens had a successful tannery
on the Christiana, The Corbits of Cantwell's Bridge (Odeesa)
nade a fortune with their tmwama.% Petor and Deniel Lowber
operated & tanyard near 01d Duck Creek.>!

In apite of all these other cecupations farming remain-
od the most isportant and wide spread activity of early
Delawareans, Joan Hitehell, a well-knoun Priend of lii1ll Creek
Hundred, was the third generation of his family to own and
operate large farns,>° The Lewdens were first of all farmers
even though they were a versatile family adding tanning,
storekeeping, shipdbuilding, and trading to their list of
‘cocupations,>? They were the dominant family of Christiana
Bridge in much the same way that the Cordbits were the lead-
ing family of Cantwell's Bridge, John ILevdien the cutstand-
ing member of the lLewien family was & first cousin of William
Corbit, builder and owner of Cordit house, Cdessa, At one
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time Christiane Bridge rivalled Howport as a shipping point
for grain, Quakers from as far away as Hottingham and Hew
¥inster, Mdaryland brought their surplus grain here to de
shipped to Philadelphia. In 1808 20,000 bdarvells of flour,
250,000 bushels of wihocat, 1000 hogsheads of meal, 2,000
nogshead of tobacoo, 150 tons of iron were saipped from here
to northern ports,

large land owners were not uncomnon, although one wman'o
holdings might de 4ivided into several farns at some distance
from each other, antmtmmmu
Thomas Wollaston owned 370 acres on the White Clay and 100
acres on M111 Greek,°} valentine Hollingsworth owned 1000
acres in Brandywine and Mill Creek Hundreds.’? Denie1 miffiin
of Kent County owned nearly 2000 acres divided anong several
farns 53

Dusk Qresk Hundred, Kont County, was mostly rioch
msadow land which made it attrective for farming, Over Duok
Creek itaelf some 135,000 bushels of grein were shipped
anmially, Flaxseed, pork and barrel staves were among othor
produets of ;hzn prosperous ms:lm.%

The inhabitants of the lands along Duck Creel were
anxious not to have their source of shipping interferred with,
This was an important agrioulturel arca and needed a shipping
outlet to market its products, It was runocred that sowe men
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wore going to petititon to make a dam soross tbi marshes
and lowlands, Those effected, Quakars and others, sent a
petition to stop them, The following excerpts froa that
petition sent to the Gemeral Assembly in 1776 shows the
importence to them of a navigable streami

™is (the dam) would stop up and obatrust the
navigation of 20 bold and valuadble a water as
the mmtm“mma.tcu

From the Creek in guestion vesssls have traded
fron time jsmemorial, of a durden from 1,500
to 2,300 bushels of grain to sany of the most
m&mﬂo marts in these Statss, namely to
hiladelphia, New York, Boston, ,.. And it i
known that the inhabitants of & lsrge distriet
of Eent County are interested in the preserva-
tion of this Creek, for the easy exportation
of thelr produce and that it leads into the

interior of a coun rapidly to a state of

cultivation and fertility,"4€.. »

Ons of the most outstanding Quaker families in the
sgrioulturel field was the Corbit family of Odesse.®® Like

the Lowdens of Christiana they wers a versatils family shift-
ing easily from one business to another as need arose, But
they were essentially farf having a love and respect for the
1and itself, They considered land "a gift from the Almighty®
Mumhaﬂm%ummuaemwxmm.

In 1725 the first Daniel Corbit $o settle in Delawsre

bought 500 sores of fastland snd marsh betwsen Appoguinimink

and Blaockbird Creeks, His grendson Willism added a tanning
business to his agrioulturml pureuits, S3JSoon the tanyards
had made him the wealthiest man in the comamnity. In 1774
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he was ablo to build from she proeeeds of this doeming busi~
nese his fine mansion house in Odessa, It is today one of
the ocutstanding oxanples of colonial arohitecoture in Delaware,

Sventually the land and the tanning business became the
property of Daniel V, great grandson of the first Daniel
Cordbit, As local hides dacame more soarce, Daniel turned to
ralsing pesohes, a venture which at an earlier date had proven
successful for the Reybold fanily of Delaware City, lie
bought farms a8 he could and deliberately set about building
them up, planting part of cach in peach trees, 2ut easch farw
was managzed 50 as to be as nearly self-ouetaining as poseidble,
To this end his tenants planted corn and wheat, and reised
cattle, sheop and hogs, Ue repaired the farm buildings or
built now onds for the tenant furwers,

For the negro field hanis he bullt comfortadble cabins
which he rented to then for §17,50 a year, The Corbite had
apparently not owned slaves aince the one the lNoeting had
ostracized Willianm for buying in 1772, The Corbit family
olasmed that "freo labor” was actually cheaper in the long
run and did not coupromise one's conscienca, AS people of
good will, the Cordbits practiced a delief in the dignity of
man - "every man, white or black, free or alave, rich or
poor, in Jail or out,™ Daniel had no need for writton leases
or contracts and did not resort to thom,
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The firet peach orop was ready for market ia 1857,
three years after he had closed down the tannery for good,
The £iret season he was able to write this note under his
"peach Account” - "Cleared, I think, $12,112,12 on erop this
yoar, with only about 46 scres bearingiil” In the year
1869, post war depression not withstanding, he clesred
$22,508,97, Por nearly twenty years daniel Cordit was adble
to grow peachos at tremendous profit, In thelir prime the
Corbit peaches were considered the beet on the market -
without blemish and of the best variety.®? Dut then the
blight struck his orchards Just as it had earlier struck
those of Major Reybold at Delaware City.

"Daniel Cordit V had self-assurance ’
substancs, integrity and kisdliness, Al
sort of porsona turned to him for advice, In-~

orcasingly mwmt)huxmmohom
oalled uam(to tle disputes, dmup
w»uw and other legal

ister trusteos and ostates, m prf‘m
all manner of other services for the neighdbors
who preferred to come to him than to go to a

lawyer, They had faith in him and he didn't
» More and more hs came to

charge anything
bamosntngammemﬂmofm
cmtew.

The only mimutes available for an agricultural society
1in the state are for the years 1844 anda 1845,59 wnile Denter
Corbit's prinoipal interest was still in his tanning yards,
Perhaps this accounts for the adbsence of his name from the
records of the Agricultural Soclety and Institute of HNew
Cantle Co, lNames of many other Qualers 40 appear on the lists
of officors and members of this Society, The Agricultural
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Society held s fair each year at whish agricultural products,
cattle, eto, were exhibited, The anmual meeting with a
speaksr and election of officers was held immediately after
the fair, A numbor of the officers and about one-thind of
the members were of Quakter Families,'C A number of Delaware
Quaker agrioulturiats wero also honorary members of the
Philadelphia Scoiety for Promoting Agriculture,Tl

Because of the scareity of records it cammot be ostad-
1ished that John Cowgill Corbit, Daniel's somn, was actively
associated with the Delaware Agricultural Soclety, Hovever
ho was ons of the first farmers of the state to consider
agriculture a science, Through his influence and exanple
mony irprovements in agricultural methods were instituted in

tho Gtﬂtﬂ.%




Ve QUAKER BENEVOLENCE

Qualtsrs prospered in mny cscupations, They ware
m«umm.num.ummm,mmn
That they used their prosperity to iwprove generel social
conditions can best be seen by noting the kind of activities
in which they engaged, They wewe the first of thoos who
sought to eliminate the oauses of delinguensy and suffer-
ing, &8 well as to amwliorate existing oonditions by direct
charity, Hducstion for all regardless of rece, color o
even gondition of servituds was one of thoir aims, Abolition
of slavory was to them an absolute necessity, Attempts to
ostablish a Just yot mereiful ponsl code yeseived their
whole-hoarted suppoart,

They have been sooused, not without some grounds, of
not being loyal to the Causs of Independence, Yet Priends
were more active in the RevoluSionawy War than is generelly
mpposed, Pew of them served in she militiary fowees, it 1o
true, but they €14 serve their countrymen in oSher ways.

Some evon Droke wish the Society as 414 John Dickinson in order

to fight., Others served as physicians or surgeons as did
‘Niocholas Way and Nathaniel Iuff.l 56111 others chose, as
A1d Joseph Tetnall and John Stapler to give quiet asd on
the local scene, ’

T™wo days after the Battle of the Brandywine Prisends
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in Delavare held & mesting with Friends in Pennaylivania to
appoint & ecmmittes to search ous cases of want and suffor-
ing in the wako of the Bwritish ary,?

In 1778, Daniel Bymues, Joseph Weot and Vinoent
Bonsall were appointod a committes to apply for perwission
from Governor Rede to procure and send provisions to Philae
delphis to be distributed among the poor there.d Even though
pormisaion was not granted on grounds of insufficiont goverw
nmental authority, the request Shows the Sincerity of the
Quaker couviotions,

Special colleoctions were mads by Priends to relieve
the hardahips caused by the destruction of OGoneral Howe's
arwy on its march fron Head-of-Elk to Philadelphia. In order
to supplaomont thelr own giving:

Sevaral of the omm mom cocaches
wmmtﬁm b &oo

fron Mu to azmum

3“:«“' mmmxmwwm
fa th Mw‘mmmm

M‘m
Prom their own record of meetings of suffering, losses
in Delsware among Priends were heavy, Mary would not aseept
payaent for things talen for the purposes of war, Most of
the nssbers of Duok Creek Meeting sustained substantial
losses in this way. Their average 1088 per mesber was
$5,866 each during the years from 1779 to the emd of the war,
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| Articles taken ineiuded horees, harness, sows, sheep, grein,
wearing apparel, and blankets, In fact Josathan Bumn of
Duck Creek was called the "martyr of the Revolution” bessuse
of his prossoution and persscwiion for yefusing to aceept
eontinental money for such articles, In addition to their
outright lossos, some FPriends spent 48 mich as $5000 for
relief of others, In many instances the anounts were sbove
" $2000 in momey ant kind,® |

In the Civil War more Friends participated in a milie
tary way than in othars up to that tine, Thay wore uUnanimous«
iy in favor of emancipation. Thay felt Justified this tinme
bocause thay considered the Cival War a fight to overcome a
movel ovil and soeial injustiocs, Nany of sheir young men
distingaished themselves on the battle fields with deed of
valor, In this war as in the previous ones, they strove to
reliove suffering and to fesd thoss suffering from the effects
of the war,® A committes frow Delawere was appointed to vissit
the army camps and hospitals o see what help was needed. On
the first committes to go for the Delmware Associafiion for
the Sick and Vounded was a prominent Qualesr physiotan, Dr,
¥illiem Bullook, William lilles was sscretary of the Associa~
tion and Joseph and Riward Hotts weve on the executive committee,
T™his organisation which 414 not gonfine its sctivities to
helping the men in service, atded at home over 500 families
of service mm during the first two after its orgamisstion,’
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Helping familics in need was NOT & NOW aotivity for
the Priends for leng before the Civil War the Priends hed
organized an aseosiation to help thooe in noed, This aspsooia-
tion, still in cxistence today, was started by a growp of
young women from the Friends Meeting in Wiluington in 1900
and was incosporeted in 1827 a5 the Pemalo Denmevolent Boosety,®
It boars tho distinotion of being the oldest charitsble insti-
tution in the state, The 50010ty had & two<fold purpose -
t0 oupply €ircct aid if needed and to provide s souree of
income for those who cculd help themselives, OCommitteos were
sppointed S0 visit and seek ous in eash district "without
distinction of nation or color such persons as aay be proper
objects of their attention and care,” They supplied sewing
materials to the two moetings in Wilmington and gave the
finished garmonts to the poor, Today the garments go to the
Wilmington Charities Assocoiation whioh has aleo taken ovor
the progrem of district visiting., The Behevolent Sooisty
malos & cash oontribution each year to the Assoclated Charti-
ties from a fund estadlished for its use through boguests and
gifts from members and friends of the eooiety. Jaood Broom,
although not a Friend, was one of the first to leave the
Soctety a legoey, Ho stipulatod, however, that in order to
recoive his bequest the Bociety must 1imit 1its mesbarehip to
uenbers of she Soslety of Priends,

mmumwcmmmwmm‘m'm
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voform of econditions within Jails were matters of greas cone
cern to the Priends, In 3682 the Duke of York's oriminal

code had bBeen replaced dy the milder one of the Qualmrs, but
st111 She death penalty was preseribed for a few orimes and
whipping as & punishment was retained, Wnen Delawsre's own
criminal 1aws were established in 1719, they were based on
the English rather than the Qualeer code, In sowe instances
they ware quits resctionary and wnnecessarily severe, Addi-
tional crimes were made punishable with death and the penal-
ties of whipping, pillorying, branding and mitilation were

more freely presorided for lesser orimes,?

Although meny enlightened citisens of the state inolud-
ing wost of $ho governors' and scme of tho meabers of the
Assenbly, saw the wisdom of yefowrs, the progress of penal
reforn in Delawerc from 1776 to 1529 presents a pioture of
dtemal failwre.}? Jany petitions wore sent to the Legisla~
vided much of the leadership for the almost constant agita-
tion. The chief support for such measures came from Hew
Castle County whewe the Quakers were tho strongest, dut Quakers
‘811 over the state were active in the fighs, )2

In 1797 sthe grand jury of Xent County sent a petition
seventeen Jurcrs names on the petition three weve Qualers,l3
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When the legislature met in 1790, a petition from the whole
state was presentod asicing for these same reforms, Of the
were Quakere, five or more from Kent County M

In 1505 residents of Xeot County presented a petition
asking for better supervision of the county jail, At least
one~balf of the signers were Quakers,}® In 1808 another
state-wide petition - more than one-half of the signers
Quakers - was Swbmitted asking for reform of the Jails and
less severe punishments for erime,>®

In 1809 a law was passed substituting labor and soli-
tary confinement for sorporal punishment, The Quakurs,
Jomathan o and Isanc Starr were appointed on a committoe
with Charles M, Cullen to report on the proper losation and
probable cost of erecting and maintaining a suitabls institu-
tion for administoring this type of punishment. The cost was
considored prohibitive so nothing came of this partioular
m’rf

Again 1in 1810 and 1811 petitions were presented,
This was the pattern for many years, DBut even though the
fight for a less severe penal oode and the establishment of
mmmmmwmmw, 1ittle was actually
accomplished during the minetesnth century. Even in the face
of apparent indifference on tho part of legislstors, the
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voformers with the Quakers still in the lead mever conplete
13'””@0“

In providing the means for establishing a homee of
correotion for boys, John Ferris wvos seting in accord with
Qualcor beltafs and actions, John Jervis died in 16842, a
bachelar, In his will he had appointed hic uncle Dr, Caled
Harlan administer of his estate, The posidue of the sstate
was to de spent in some cheritable purposs for the better-
ment of the human rece, It was the suggestion of John Perris
that a home for sorrection of delinguent boys might be founded,
In crder to set up this "House of Refuge or place of better
ment of wayward Juveniles, D, Harlan askoed & committee of
six prominent wen of the oity to act with him, On Apeil 15,

John Perris was well~knownn in Wilmington for his deo-
votion to the welfars of those in need of legal advice dut
not in a position to obtain 418, Mush of his time was spent
in settling estates and advising the widows of the deceased,
Although not formally educated, he was msh sought after for
this kind of service and advice, Mis advice in such cases
“always soomed S0 de helpful to the individuals concerned
and to satisly the legal requirements of the oase, In thwus
giving of his time and sudstance to help others, he was
carrying on the traditions of a noble family, His father
had "saorificed his 1ife at the early sgs of twenty-four to
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his devotion to the omupe of bumenity.® John Ferris, Jr.,
fathar of the fivet mentioned John Ferris, was a mouber of
the Board of Health during the yellow fever epidexto in

the oarly years of Whe contury., He served with "diligence
and strlot attention to the nocessities of the sufferers
without thinking of himself."” Often he was the only follow-
«r of the hearse of & vietin of the fever, In 1802 he suooum~
bed to sn attack of the dreaded dissase.”®

Jobhn Porris, Jr, was probadbly s sone of one of She
four brothers who had come to Wilmington around 1750, All
four of these brothars, John, David, Zecharia and Denjamin
were ministers in the Sooiety of Prisnds,®l The descendants
of these men have a1l been well~imown and respected citisens,
Two of the grandsons of David Ferris, Benjamin and Ziba,
wore sloclkmakers along with their other sctivities,??

mmnumavmaaumwmmmw
mwmmwummot

‘ww,m Bonjeuin Perrin with the help of Dr,
¥illiam Otbbons and Evan lowis wroto the articles signed
Amious, which were @ claar and foreeful presontation of the
position of the Priends on many controversial religious
topies,23
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Ziba Parvis was & closkmaier of some note training a
sumber of apprestioss, He served in thw Borough Council in
1811 and 1816 and was the treasuver of New Castle County
mlmwm&va

e women manbeyw of the family have been no less
active in good works, MNartha Perris, born about 1809, 1ived
to be ninsty-tirws, She was s generous and Shoughtful person,
positive on all publis questions but tempered with o well
mxwmawm‘” |




Vi. EDUCATION

Tho Quakers considered it a christian duty to up-
1ift the poor and to eduocate all clasoes, The recult of
tnis was tho ootablishment of institutions of learning doth
by individuale snd united action'® which gave thom the houor
of having provided nmore means of edusation for the youngor
ohildren than any other religious denomination.® The schools
whioh thao Friends in Maryland, Virginia, Dolaware and the
adjacont parts of Pennsylvania established countribduted a
real 0ervioo by arocusing commnity interest in oducation,3

In New Castlo County, whero the oconcontration of
population was greatest, thore naturally were more 8chools,
many of which had boen started by Quakers, In Xent County
thoro were & muber of Quaker schools in the vicinity of
the Duck Crook Heetin:.? In Suseox there sseme to havo
becn only o fow Quakers and practiocally no schools, Sineo
ti.orec was sowme sort of school at mﬂ in 1700, it io possi~
ble that it mignt have beon in connoction with the Quaker
Heetin: just north of lewes, The sohool was apparantly not
vory sucecessful for in 1708 there was not a gremmar school
‘anmxwmcmw,omwummmm
anmemmomrmmomcwmwoummmx
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The Soutnern Doarding School cotablished by Friends
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was probebly the earliest school in Smyrna.’ Friends erect-
ed a bullding for a school in Camden in 1806, In 1815
the Friends Union Academy was opened there, For over forty
yoars it was ono of the moat successful institutions of
learning in the otate, "giving the youth of that toun and
vicinage a supericr classioal and acadenic oducation at the
hands of as coupetent instructors as were to be found in tho
United States,"” When tho public school burned in 1857 the
Acadony building was ronted to the school trustees for a
public school, In 1885 the duilding was transferred to the
aentma '

In New Castle County there wore several schools, There
was ono at tho Wnite Clay Meeting (Stanton), In 1780 Rishard
Richardson’ gave land for a oohool at wileh 15 now lnown as
Richardson Park, In 1899 this school was enlarged through
the gensrosity of Ann and lary latimer,)0 descendants of the
Richarison family. In 1800 a log school building was oreoct-
ed on the Jrounds of Center Meoting, In 1854 a new duilding
"yhich 10 said to have been the finest school building 4in
tie state roplaced it," 11

In Wiluington, a8 elsewhere in the state, Friends
schools were open to all children, In 1833 the Wilmington
Monthly Heoting reportod to the Yearly ioeting in Phila-
dolphia thet they had forty-five children in meeting =
sponoored 80hools, only thirteen of them meubers of moetins,




57

Twonty-esght ehildren of Priends weve attending private
school, “respoctably sonducted™ in most cases by Priends,
A Priends school in Wilmington in the 18608 had £1fty~five
children envolled, thirty-six of them non-Friends,'?

T™he "publioc® schools and the Heeting schools were
for those unable to pay the tuition of the private schools,
The well-to-do shildren went to private schools or had tutors,'>
The Soclety of Friends ostablished several small neighbor
schools from a fund reised by subseriptions from newbers
sugmented by specisl gifts end legacies, The legacies wore
usually specified as deing for Priend-gontrolled-schools
although without other restriotions as to race, color or
religion, The firet recorded 'um for educction was made
in 1758 by Joshua Way to the Wilmington Proparative Meeting,
A rumber of other gifts and legacies followed snortly, A
achool fund was sot up from thase gifts and a committoe appoint-
od to adninlster it and supervise the schools,l®

As soon as the public school aystem bdecamw fairly
well esteblished, Priends dropped their community sohools
preferring to concentrate on om school of superior quality
in each area and to devote the rest of their resources to
solleges and universitice,l® e need for nigher edusation
had by this time becomeo apparent even to PFriends., During
the time of the comparatively free Meeting schoole, thére
wors private boarding schools and scademies for those who
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ocould pay, MNany of the "masters” of thess sehools taught
free evening classes in their own of in “mamfecturers”
schools, Sous of the “marfacturers® schools and those
undor the quspices of various religious roups were beld on
Sungay. 1t was from thess "Sunday® sshools timt the protent
Sunday Sochool stem, The School Aet of 18@1 provided uonme
fund for teachors of these sechools, In that year P, Quigly,
teacher of Brandywine lanufaeoturers Sunday School with 86
scholars received the ounm of $17.20 from the state, In
1829 the Brandywine Schoo) had 191 scholars, the largest
mumbor of any Sunday School next to the Methodist Church
School in Wilmington,l® To the duPont family rather than
to the Cualors zoes the honor of establishing the Brendywine
school but it i0 illustrative of tho high regard this (Quaker
town had for the ofucation of its youth,

Tos School Act of 1817 had provided for trustees to
be appointed in each hundred to aduinister state sohool
m; The nanes of some Quakers appear on the list of
trustees for the hundreds in liew Castle County, Jawes Grudd
arxi Charles Jatum in Ivandywine Hundred, Andrew Reynolds
and Washington Riee in Mill Oreck Hundrod; in Xent County
Danlel Cowzill and Robert Register for lLittle Creek Hundrod,
Thomas Canby for 5t, Jonos Hundred, Sammiel Miffiin and
Caled Sipple for Murderkill Hundred,l?

then the coocond Priends Meeting house wae ereoctoed in
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¥ilmington in 1748, the old uilding was given over cowplete-
1y for school purposes. Ihis was the beginaing of Friends
Sehool whish has been in opsretion gontinuously oinee,
Irispde Sghool was the “"superior” echool which Friends caose
to maintaln in #lmington, In this they have sucoeedod for
the school has always been one of the finest in the astate,
Among 1ts non-Quaker pupils were nuabered James A, Seyard,
Louis Mlene, Cagser A. Rodney, and Biword 0ilpin « United
States senators and 8 shisf Justice of the United States 8

Of the ninetesnth century private schools in Wilmington
those whose "masters” were IFrisnds seon to have had extreme-
1y good reputations as institutions of learning,}® Among

the beat known Quaker schools are the Hilles Boarding Sohool,
John Bullock's Sohool, Samiel Smith's School, the T, Clawison
Taylor Acadeny, ond Miss Dmme Worrell's Sohool, The prinel-
pals and many of the teachers of these sohools attained high
reputations as learned men and women ad well as excellent
teachars,

John Bulloak's school for boye was opened at linth
mmwmmmm. For twenty-five years
this doarding school enjoyed a spleniid reputation offective-
ly shown by its popularity among students from all over the
United States as well as from the West Indies, Jobn Bullock
is socunetimes referred to a8 “"the noted Nilmingtaon 80hool)
saster.” Following Dullosk's death in 1847 the school was




ey L L

60

sold, After changing hands s second time it becanme a mili-
tary scadeny ~ someting far different fvom any plans its
original owner would have had for it,

The Wilmington Boarding School for boys started in
1829 by Sasuel 3mith, was for ten years a school of “high
grade with the most soisntific and mathematical apparetus
of the day.” Samuel 3atih was & "fine teacher and & lovable
cherwater,” It is said that his pupils sotually emjoyed his
discuseions and lecture,

In 1857 7. Clarkson Tayicr opensd & boys school at
Zighth and Nollaston Streets under the name of the 7T, Clarikson
Taylor Solentific and Commexroial Acadeny. Teyler had been
principal of Mriends school for five years having come to
Wilmington in 1852 from Virginia highly recommended ss an
excellent teacher, Inring the years of his principalship
the standards and popularity of Priends School were retsed
to the point of overcrowding, Since Taylor was leaving to
start his own school, the trustees decided not to build dut
to sncourage applicants to enroll in Taylort's school, In
a fow years Milton Juckson beoans associated with Paylor in

- the Academy and the name was shanged to the Taylor and Jaskson
Acadeny, During the entire time of its existenve, the sshool

enjoyod 2 Justly deserved reputation for smintaining & high
greds of scholarship, Boys from ten yoars of age up were
permitted to emroll, They all received a thorough and useful
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oducation and thope 80 desiring could properc theusolives
twmmwcoum. Shortly after the death of Taylor
the Acadocy was closed, Tho bullding sold to tho pudlic
sohoole in 1875,

Ty Clarimoon Taylor exortod a considorable influcnce
over the commminity not only as @ teaocher Dut as 8 opiritual
advisor, Lo was the firet “pocommended inister® of tho
Wiloington looting, e together with Zuma Worrell was an
instigator of tho Firet Day wovenent in Wilamington in 1857,
2ama Worroll doseribod this movoment as "that modeyn force
in our soeiety which has done nmore to enlaryge the scope of
thought, to 6%ir tho whole 1ife of the meeting, than anything
since the 0ld days of eonflicting thought and grost preach-
ing."

Bwo Worrell, an affoctionate and sympathotic tessher,
boloved by her many pupils, had first conductod & school
of her own at 007 Tatnall Street, B8he gave up hor own
schiool to toash in the Toylor and Jackaon ascadeny, In @
short timo she was ¢allod to Friendsc Sshool as prinoipsl.
She was principal of Friends School from 1867 to 18570,

- only threeo yoors out long onough to endear horeelf to pupils
and toachors alike, In 1873 she recumnd her oun ochool
whore Sho was aotive until hor death in 1930, Sho is
dosoribed as & women of keon sympathy snd understanding,

a diotinguishod teacher, an older and minister of the
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Wilnington Priends Heeting,

The Hilles Boamding Sohool for girls was opened in
1311, ten years before the Bullock School and was closed
in the early 18308, Doth Sho school and ito masters, Eli
and Samuel Hilles, are worthy of speoial mention, These
two men played an importans part in the developing of
public education for both white and colored in the stase,
The Hilles drothers came to Wilmington fyom Chester County,
Pennaylvania, in the year 1811, Kii Joinod Joohua NMaule
in & boarding school for cirls on the east side of King
streest betwesn Seventh and Righth, Samel started s boys
school on the west side of the strest nearly opposite Shat
of his brother's, At the death of Joshus Maule the next
year, Samwl Joined his brosher in condusting the girls
school, Petaining his residence on the west side of the
atrect, Doth mon were ablc and sxperienced teachers, Doth
had boen Seaching st VestSown Sehool Just previcus te moving
to ¥Wilmington, Under such competent leadership, the Hilles
school sovon bescane widely known, PFirls came to this sohool
fron all the etates of the Union, partioularly fror She
southern states, and from the Vest Indies, It was probadly

~ the noet advanced sohool for girls of 1ts day in the United

States, The aurrieulun inelwded clasees in French, English
literature, highor mathematies, dotany, and even static
slestricity and astronomy,
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In 1828 K11 gave up the school and exchanged resi-
dences with his brother, Samuel continued She school wntil
he was oalled to imverford, In 1832 he assumed the supesr-
intendeney (pwresidensy) of the new school opening there
which bocams Haverford Collegs. He laft his school in
¥Wilcington under She care of John Ssith and Dubre Knight
who continued it succesafully for sometime under the Hilles
nasme .

™o Billes brothers wore respactod members of the
public and oconmunity 1ifo of Wilmington, Eli dbecams s
diveotor of the Bank of Delawere in 1826 and was later a
founder of the Savings Pund Bocilety, Samsol Hilles was
made & director of thoe Bank of Delaware in 1841, He served
in this capacity for tho next thirty years, He was a
membar of the Board of Healtb in 1832, one of the cholera
years, and agsin in 1853, He was a direoctor of the Faraers
Matual Insurence Coupany froa 1851 to 1857, In the early
18602 Sommel conducted classes four nights a weok in the
basenent of the Wilmington Instituto with no remunsration
to himeelf, In this school many men who later beceme pro-
ninent citizens of the town received their early training,
Both Samiel end his older brother Eli were interested in
the establishment of public schools and both served on the
Wilmington Boord of Edueation, They were doth stasunch
aboliticnists when 1% took great morel courage to advocate
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that couse, VWhen the fyane Sarn on the back of damuel
Hilles® propopty was sot on fire dedsuse word had gotten
around that runawey Slaves were sometines harbored there,
he guiokly had the frame building coupletely torn down and
rebuilt with briok, Smmel was also largely instrumsntal
in establishing the Howard School for colored pupils,

Samsel Hilles' interest in edusation and the negro
was shared by other msubers of his fanily. His son
Willian helped to found the Delaware Assosiastion for the
Sducation and Moral Isprovement of the Colored Pecple,

For s munber of years he sorved ac president of the Assooia-
t10n,%

Priends interest in oducation was not confined te
instigatars of aovements to haston the estadlishment of
free public school system, ant also suppovrters of those
schools called "pudblis”, 7These sohools wore public in the
sense that anyoms who could pay the fee could attend, Thay
were partially supported by voluntary contridutions and
aimed to be self-supporting only, not profitable institu-
tions, Names of Quakers are to be found on petitions for
the incorporation of such schools and on thelr subsgription
liste and boards of trustees,

As early as 1765 a group of publie spirited cibisens




65

in Wilmington had gotsen together to aise funds for a
8eho0l, The petition whish was submitted to John and
Thomas Pemn the next year had among its signers John Stapler,
Nicholas Way, Junes Les, John Shelloross, Vinsent Gilpin,
Thomas G11pin, end Thomas MAffiin, 2}

Wile waiting for the charter, which was not
immediately forth coming, the sponsors procesded to erest
s duilding and get oclasses underway. In 1T73, eight years
after the first petition, & chartsr was granted by the Ponns
for a Public Gremmar School in New Casiie County, During
_ the yesrs of its existence Quaker members were the most
faithful in attending Board Meetings,

Of the trustess who served the Wilmington Acadeny,
a8 it was most uwsually called, (1t was salled at varicus
times & Public School, & Grammsr School and a Seminary)
Joseph Tatnall and Dr, Nisholas Way were probably the most
widely known,

Dr. ¥ay° was o physioian of note, He hed served in
the Revolutionary War as & surgeon and was very highly
peccumended for his skill, At the time of his death he wes
Treasurer of the United States Rint in Philadelphia. BHe
had warnod She people of ¥Wilmingtom that the stagnant water
in the aarahes was dangsrous to health, lo may not have
roalised the full impors of his adviee but had it been hood-
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od and the marches drained and the likes repaired, Wilmington
might have indeed been the healthy spot its olitisens liked
to picture it, Dr, ¥ay wes a graduste of the University of
Pennsylvania and a founder of the Medical Scoiety of Delaware,

Jooeph Tatral1®3 was probedly the most important
infustrialist of the Board, He was widely known for his
energy, business sbility, hospitality and patrictism, He
was the first President of the Bank of Delmware and long &
meober of ite Board, He was instrumental in forming the
Chesapsake and Delaware Canal Company and a president of the
coupany.,

Joseph Shallcross,2® a mesber of the first Board of
Trustess, was a leading member of the Sceiety of Friends,
He was s friend of Qeorge Washington and a true patriot,

He was s suscesaful merchant in Wilmington and Chief Burgess
of the Borough freom 1790 to 1792,

Pour of the Gilpin Fanily were at scuetime meabers
of the Board, Thomas®> was on $ho first Doard eftes tho
chartsr was granted in 1773 and remained a mender until his
death, His brother and partmer in the 011pin paper mills,

Joseph, was elected in 1780, Vincent 011p1n®° was elected

in 17T77. He was one of the most faithful of all the Trus-
toes, In 1780 he was elected treasurer of the Board and
undexrtook to ocolleot the urpald fees, to settle the dedts of
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the inatitution, to audit the acoounts and to secure from
Congress couponsation for the damases done by Revolutionary
Var troops. Oy 1792 the offort to obtain fodersl eoupensa-
tion was reuwarded by an "act to Compensate the Corporation
of Trustecs of the Public Grammer Sohool and Asadesy of
Wilmington®, Joshua 011pin?’ was alsc a member. In 1790
ho was cecretary of the Doard, In 1802 after the Academy
had boon closed booausne of lack of funds, ho bought the
property to "preservo the school from becoming the property
of others until suoh tine as oither the zeal of tho inhabit-
ants or tho senerous disposition of the publie to promote
seminarios would resoe mﬂ‘uimt funds to repay bhim and
rostore the school®, |

Miors Fﬂ.ahor.aa who als0 became a mnewber in 1773,
was a successful young Quaker lawyer, o served seversl
t1m06 as sooretary of the Board and ctrove faithfully to
make the jcadery & suocensful oducational institution,

Thonss Lea,°? son-in-law of Joseph Tatnall, was cne
of tho most succossful of the Erandywine (illers. He was
one of the six men who wore president of the National Bank
of Delsware. Jamoo lea was the £irst president of the
Wilmington Bridge Coopany und Chief Burgess of tho Borough
in 1806, .

Joseph Pmremao had beon a merchant and West Indian
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trader, He was the son of Isresl Pesberton of Philadelphia,

John Stapler>' wno became a mesber of the Board in
1767, before the charter was granted, was the John Stapler
who had provided the Quaker disguise for the eseape of
Captain Xean and Captain Hugh Montgomery., le was appointed
a Justice of the Poase and Judge of tho Court of focmon
Ploas in 1769, wac on the Cosmitteo of safety for New Castle
County in 1775 and had been a surveyor for How Castle County,

Thomas mrtuu” was a Quartormastesr in tm' Am |
from ‘ 17TH to 1778»

John Warner>> was later, 1820, appointed United
States Consul to mvmg

Willianm Mlnsn another prominont Drandywine Hiller
was the firet president of the Bank of Wilmington and
Brandywine, Ho was a popular and public spirited man of
affairs, In 1789 he helped to organime the Library Conmpany.
He was Asgsistans Burzess & nusber of times, In 1798 he and
Isanc Starr took a cencus of persons over sixty years of
age in Wlimington, This has proven to be an invaluasble
record, In 1802 and 1822 ho served in the Genersl Assendly
of Delaware, In 1789 he had given up his work as a silver-
saith possibly becauss ho was oo buay,.with civie enter~
prises, S8ilver spoons maried with his initials that are
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8till in existence are considered among the finest for ekill
of worikmanship and simplieity of design,

Another Acadesy sponsored by Quakers had a longer
period of usofulness than did the Wilmington Academy, In
1797 subscriptions were started to build an ecadesy in
Irandywine Village on land donated for that purpose by
John Welsh and John Dickinoon,35 the 1ist of subscriders
for Brandywine Hundred in 1797 contains such familiar Quaker
names &8 Thomas Lea, Charles Tatum, Oliver Canby and Joshua
50a1,%  Under the Free School Ach this Academy became
the school house for Distrioct 3, When the Village wan
morged with ¥iluington it became part of the oity system,

The Wilmington Lidrary was another institution for
educational purposes sponsored by many Friends, In 1737
& group of enterprising citisens of Wilmington met to form
an association to establish and maintain a library for the
benefit of shareholders in the association, Among thoee
appointed to preparc plans for incorporation were Nicholas
Way, James lea and Thomes lea, Poter Brynberg, William
Poole, Jamea Robinson, Jr., Joseph Warner, John Ferris,
- and Janes lea, Jr, were on the ten moaber Board of Direet.
ors 37

In 1817 the Socolety of PFriends loanad tho Library
Company $200 to tide it over until the dues could be collect-




ed, On Saturdey May 9, 1818 s notice appeared in the
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or be hired to non-shareholdors and that the price of o
share would be inorcasod from six to ten dollars, The
notico was signed by Samuel iilles and one other, At the
time thero ware 100 shareholders,

The Library Conpeny and the Young Mens Assooiation
for Mutual Inprovement were aczbined in 1858, The combinod
group now had a meabership of four undwed and fifty and a
1ibrary of 4,500 books, By act of the Legislature in 1859
the organization was inoorporated as the Wilmington
Institute,

Through the generocsity of William P, Banoroft the
1ibrary and reading rocms of the Institute wore opened to
the public without charge in 1894, v, Bancroft mmde him-
s01f vesponaidlo for the debts of the Institute and paid
off the stoskholders, In all, he contributed about a
quarter million dollars to this one project.>? s
Wilmington's Institute Pree Library came into being.

The African School Socisty wee organiszed in 1815
 to onoourage the ectablishment of schools for negro children,
Twenty-nine prominent and influential men of Wilmington

all active in the Society of Friends were the signers of
the petition for incorporation, A building was purchased
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on Sixth Strect near Tatnall and a sshool started, By
1827 there were two schools in Wilmington that afforded
“the opportunity of instruction to a large number of the
mmuuorurua.”

In 1627 the ladies of the Borough organised the
Female African School Society., A school was started under
their supervision which continued to be sotive until 1657
st whioch timo the remaining funds of the Soeiety were turn-
od over to the African School Society,'?

| Priends were Just as interested in providing educa~
tion for those of ocolor a8 they were for the white youth,
Many legacies for this purpose were left to the Wilumington
Monthly Meeting - Joohua Way left twenty pounds in 1798,
Benjamin Perris in 1776 left twenty-five pounds, David
Perris in 1783 left monsy for sehooling poor children,
Stephen Stapler left forty pounds, John Wood begueathed

s share of stosk in the Bank of Delaware, John Dislkinson
in 1794 gave 200 pounds for "the schooling of poor childvren
under the oare of Mriends.” All of these bequests stated
"for the 8ohooling of children black or white,” 2 ghortly
after the begquest of Joseph ¥eet in 1791 which seemed to
-speoify a 1little more clearly that it was intended primari-
1y for colored children, efforts were made to establish an
evening schoel for negroes, This rosulted in Zacharia
Jou"‘a being procured to teach an evening class whioh was




held in the FPriends Neeting House,

In the yoar 1798 the Wilmington Meeting was able
to report “clear of importing or holding msnkind as slaves
and considerable attention paid vo sshooling thelr children
and some care taken to encourage them in a religious and
virtuous 1life,” Priends were the first of the American
colonists to offer negroes the same educaticnal and religi-
ous privileges as they provided for their own race,’d

Negro education in the state did not keep pece with
that for white ohildren, At the ond of the Civil Wor, there
were only seven schools for Negroes in the whole statoe-
threc in Wilmington, two in Camden, one at lewpost, and one
at Odemsa, In 1866, a group of philanthropie gentlemen met
at the home of William Hilles to discuss the azmts.m.”
The outcome was the foming of the Dalaware aasociation for
the loral Improvement and Haucation of the Colored People,
Williian P, Banoroft, the Hilles, the Tatnalls, the Pooles,
William Reynolds, Joseph C, Grifth, Samusl Woolman, Ashton
Richards, all were interested in this sssociation, A gift
was received from the Soclety of Friends in England, The
Preeduan's Buresu donated sufficient luzber to erect several
school houses, An Actuary or Agent wes appointed to super-
vise the erection of builldings, appoint teachers, and super-
intend the conduoct of the schools, Samuel Woolman was
appointed to this office, Iy the middle of the next year
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there were fifteen schools for solored in operation in the
state, Seven in New Castle County, four in Kent and four
in Sussex, mMmhmmummmmwm
1869, %




VII. ABOLITION OF SLAVERY

Nowhore 1o the influsnce of the Quakers in Delaware
nore conspioucus than in the history of the freeing of the
Hogro. The Qualtors themselves were clear of holding slaves
by 1798, At that time the Wilmington Honthly Hecting report-
od to the Pniladelphia Yearly Heeting:s “Clear of inmporting,
purchasing or holding maniind as slaves,” It 18 not cur-
prining that Friends should heed tho sandates of a sensi-
tive conscience by providing others with that freedon which
they thomselves so highly prized, It is surprising to find
that they were over guilty of holding slaves, Thoe hiotory
of colonisation in Amerioca explaing but doos not Justify 1t,
Slavery wao 2 part of tho economic ordor, condonod and
protected by the English government, The Quakers Just
acoepted it as part of the natural ordor aince tholr esono-
mic interosts and probleoms wore the scame &8 those of the
other colonists,?

George Fox had decome oconcerncod about olaves as
early as 1657, Dut the first Quakor to actually oall upon

tho Society to met free® their slavec wms Willigm Bdmundson,

a Quaker missionary, In a general letter of advice to

 Friends in Amorioca, written at Newport, Rhode Island, on

Coptember 19, 1676, he askods “And many of you count it
unlarful to nakeo slaves of the Indians: and if so, thoy why
the Negroes?™ A thought so radical took time to be put
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tnto practice, laws againet emancipation and assurances

to de made by the emmnesipator helped siow up the process,
It wao & hundred years before the Socolety of Prionds felt
Justifisd in excluding from Meeting thoae who had not
emancipated their slaves, In 1772 William Corbit of Odessa
was excluded from Business and Preparative Mootings for
buying a slave, but no astion was taken at this time
against those already owning them,

e woalthy Kent County planter Wawrner MALflin was
the first in Delaware t$o free his slaves, Soon meubeore of
she Duck Creek Jeeting followed his example, In the coupse
of & few years 620 manumissions wore recorded in tho Book
of Mamumissions which Wernes HAS£1in had been appointed to
koep for Duck Greek Meeting,” 1In 1785 Rifflin presented
the first of his petitions againet slavery to the General
Assembly O

The Constitution of the state prohibited the import-
ation into the state of negroes for sale as alaves, The
desire of the Quakers was to have all slaves already held
in the stato freed by law, The first petition presanted
by Varner Mi£fiin was aignod by 204 Quakors. At the time
of its prosontation a bill in the handwriting of John
Dickinson calling for the gradual abolition of slavery was
introduced.’ Abolition was not & popular subjeot at that
time, The Assoubly in order to postpone decisive sotion
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oxrdered the bill tabled. This was the fate ct’mmom-
ing petitions and bills on the subject. In 1787 an Aot

uas passod which prohibited cither the importation or export-
‘ation of slaves and a penalty of twenty pounds for inpori-
ing a slavo--the slave to go free,

In 1788 the Qualkers again presented a petition and
handed each member of the Asseubly a copy of Clarkeon’s

HSRAY On R06¢ OLBVErY anNna LOIRersge Of %06 (RNS OGS
Tois brought sowe resulte, The Quakors had @ "grave conocern”
over tais social and moral evil and were not to be silenced
by @ timid or indifferont Assembly, Hhoy they found that
emaneipation could not be scoured by law they turned their
attention to private mamnissions, Dt here again they

aust £irst get more favoreble lowe paseed, They finally
succeeded in having the surety bond and penalty against

freo nogroes becoming a burden on poclety’ reduced to e
point which did not prohibit an individual from freeing

his slaved,

The Society of Priends from the first insisted that
its members malke provision for those that were fyeod, Hot
~ only were they to help the Negroeo with eduostion and
religious instruction and practical advice but they were
to givo them a Just ccupensation for their years of labor,
As Quakers they aimed not at underpaymont or overpayuent
but at a fair ramncration in the light of wages and price
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levols, There remained s closo personal relationship between
former master and one-time slave whioh carried over into
such interesss as Hegro education, underground railroad
sotivities and other proJjects in behelf of the colowed

race, ¢ | ,; |

Qualesrs did not ccase their efforts for comncipation
by petitions and memosials %0 the lLegislature until the
possibility of a Civil War detesred Shem, In those petitions
they were joined by more and move non-quakers. Latoy
petitions such as thos of 1801, and 1003 are signed by bosh
Gualkors and non-Qualters, JOther churches ware Joining in
the fight. The Nethodist Dishop Asbury wrote in his Jjournal
on June, 1778: "I find the more pious part of the people
called Quakers, are exorting thenselvoo for the liberation
of the slaves, This 10 a very lauiable design, and what the
Hethodist must cowo to, or I fear tha Lowd will dopart fron
then,™? By 1784 eny Methodist Finistor who had not liberate
ed his slavesd was in danger of suspension., The Presbyterian
Synod of 178732 asked their members to work for the aboli-
tion of slavery, In Delaware the well-known Preshyterian

- minister and edwnscator Eliphalst Whoeler Gilbert was an aotive

advocate of abolition,l3

Thoe Qualoers were 8till actively petitioning the
Assembly by 1626 is shown by this entyy in the diary of
¥illiam Drobson, a Qualkor meuber of the House of Reprosenta-
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January 10 -

A committee cppointed the Mm
Mosting of Wilmington for e »

mumuatmmmmmem
mumwmmmmsuw.mx
mwmww&w«:,

5 excoodingly we zm‘ngl oula-
ted to produoe a favoradble effect .

As long as ho lived, Warner MAfTlin bore an astive
testimony against slavery, He ensouraged manumissions,
he wrote potitions, he sent memorials to the State Assondly,
to the Congress of the Unitod States and to the President
himself, In all this he was mild and soft spoken, his
prudence and good temper being equal to his zeal, He wap
distinguished for his extensive philantiropy and sound
Judgment, When he suocumbed in 1798 to an attack of yellow
fever, Delaware 100t a noble and patriotic citizen,3

Hany national sooieties for the abolition of slavery
wore formad, Dolaware had branch Societics for at lsast
three of thase, The Auerican Coloniszation Society wao

especially popular in the border statPs. A brench of this
- society was formed in Wilaington and flourisied for a short

time, At its anmual meeting in 1820, six hundred perecns

wore reported to have attended, Many prominent persons
had signed the petititon for its incorporation, among them
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Thomas C. Alrich, John Sellars, David Smyth, Washington
Rice, Taoues Stapler, and 2ida Ferr1s.}® me quakers
Boon began to have moral scruples against the idea for it
scomed to them to ba o method of ridding the country of
free Nezroes in order to hold more socurely those in
sxaverw.17

A more popular socisty among tie Quakers was the Free
Iabor Soclety. This soeicty gave Prionds a peacoful weapon
wiich was g useful outlet for antislavery encrpios and show-
ed the good faith of those who most waraly advocated freedom
for the legro., The Wilmingion Socloty for the Enoouragoment
of Free lLabor, organized Docomber 21, 1826 was sotually the
first such soclety in the country, It lasted cnly toree
years, In 1845 Delaware Quakers Jjoined in a Free Producc
Aseocintion of Priends, organized by the Pniladelpula Yoarly
Meoting. Iwo froc produce- stores wore operated in Wilmington,
one by Jane Webd from 1825 to 1831 and one opened by ilorris
Palier in 1840, both before tuo organisation of the Free
Produce Soclety in Philadelphia, Tho Frec Produce Soslety
Jradually died out in the 1850s,18

Societios for the abolition of slavery sprani up over
the country in the latter part of the elghteenth century,
The Pennaylvania Society for Promoting the Abolition of
Slavery was organized in 1775, Thio was probably the firot
of the many Abolition Soeileties., Iy 1827 there were over
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140 gocicties for abolition in theo country, In Delaware,
daniel Hifflin, William Gibbons, John Lea, John Lewden,
Zaohariah Jees, mnu;m Poole, Warnce Hifflin, Josoph
Warnor, Cywis liswlin and many othe? Qualors were sstive

in the society organised in 1783 under the dosoriptive

namc of the Delaware Society for "Promoting the Abolition
of slavery, for Superintending the Cultivation of Young
Froo Negroes, and for the Rolief of thooe who may be unlawe
fully Held in Dondago. w9 The Society 23 its name indloates
was for tho assistance of freod Negro as well as the slave,
In order tO more offeotively carry out its program, an Act-
ing Commnittee to whom appeals might be addreased wan appoint-
ed, 8ince ono mombor of this sonmittec was to be changed
every three monthe it was agreed to print she names of the
now comnittee eash time in The Mirpor, Quaker moubers of
Society in addition to those already montionod counted among
their numbor during the fifty years of the aotive life of
the Society; John Perris, Jocob Alrichs, John and Villian
Warner, Josoph Iwriaghwurst, John Way, Samel Shipley, Thomas
llendinhall, Ieaac Dixon, Willian iea, Saimel Hilles, Thomas
Garrett, ¥William Chandlor, Bonjamin West, Even and Enooch
Lowio and Daniel Neel,™

he Dolaware Society contimued to send delegates
to the American Convention of ibolition Societien as long
as that Society held ammal woetings, Evan lLewic was a vioce-




president of the Couvention in Pailadelphia in 1823, o}
Thomas Garrett was one of three delegates sent frow the
Delaware Society the same year.?2 Deniel Noall of Kent
County, Delaware, was president and presiding at the weet-
ing in 1638 when a nod set fire to Pennayivenis Hall, head-
quarters for the association. Danisl Neall held his place
ond presided with dignity and firmness as the mcd broke
windows and forced in doors preliminary to setting the fire,23

Daniel Neall supported generously with his effortse
and monay the cause of abolition, Whittier, the Quaker
poet, wrote a poem entitled simply Daniel Neall which des~
crides his sarnest simpliticy:

Friend of the alave and yet friend of all
who tranquilly in life's great task-field wrought,
And side by side with evil, scarcely eaught

A stain upon his pilgrinm aax‘b of white

Prompt to address anothers wrong, his own

Ieaving to Time and Truth and mnm- alone,
e

His dally preayer, far better understood

In aote than words, was simply doing good.2®

Many abolitionists throve on sush treatment as was
acoorded the Convention in Pennsylvania Hall but to the
majority of Quakers this was not in accoxd with their
peaceful methods of reformation, Anti-slavery Societies
continued to exist and to grow until after the War. A few
of the more radiocal Quakers contimued to support theu,

In 1663 T™hooms Qarrott was ssked to speak at the
thirtieth annual meeting of the Amaricen Ansi~-siavery Society.




In a letter to Thomas Way he accepts the invitation and
gives a summary of the rumber of Negroes he had helped to
freedom by the "underground railroad" route,2d

In retrospect the underground railroad is one of
the most dramatic of the anti-slavery movement, At the
time it was too serious and dengerous a business for any
fanfare. Very little of the business was carried on in
writing - it was too easy for written messages to fall into
hands of the enemy, The few records that were kept have
been lost or deliberately destroyed as were John Humn's,
John Bunn, one of the railroad agents south of Uilmingtun,
on his death bed ordered his detalled log book burned. The
question was settled, he said, by the war and should be

forgotten as soon as ponsibla.as

Although there are few records there are many tales
concerning this exciting and nerve wracking business through
which thousands of slaves were forwarded to freedom, There
are stories of secret lofts in homes and churches, false
bottoms in wagons, personal disguises such as Quaker bhonnets
and gowns, Many places are pointed out today as having been
stations on the underground railroad. A few are fairly
well authenticated, %The Hilles barn was one of them, the
Quaker Meeting House in Odessa another.27 There is an
1ntorustiﬁ§\story told by the Corbit family of how a slave
was harbored in their attic.
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Thomas Garrett was the outstanding underground reil-
road figure in Delaware, Asscciated with him were Esekiel
and John Hunn, Benjamin, Thomes and William ﬂbbb:aa Daniel
Corbit, John Alston, John Hilles, and Evan lewis, These
are the only Quakers of which there is any record left,
thero probably wero others, Thomds Garrett was no ordinary
man, He was a man of tremendous conviction absolute fearw
lessnoss and zreat energy.29 In 1363 he gave the figures
of those whom he had personally helped in his underground
activities, They wero somewhat lower than the number
usually attridbuted to nim,

et e e S St et

e

1 month lst day 1860 1 had registered - 2246
during that year 1 forwarded 33
during 1861 I forwarded
during 1862 I forwarded

22
1
during 1863 to 11 mo, 24th ;
maicing 7% 30

He had hoped that this tumber would reach the 3000
mark but the war ended too soon for that, Most sources
oredit him with around 2700 "passengers” instead of the
2322 he has listed here,

The Civil ¥War and the Zmencipation Prociemation brought
an end to slavery but not to work nscessary to rehsgdilitate
the Negro. 7o help with the education and mehabilitation
of the erstwiile slaves, the Prieuds Freedmen's Assoclation
was organized, Delaware's Quakere Joined thoae of Phila-
dﬁpﬁi& to form the Pulladelphia Priend's Freedmean's
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Asaveiation in 1863,.31 Samuel Hilles was the firot presi-
dent of the Association, The aotivitios of this associe~-
tion was in real rehabilitation work with the southern
freed negro in contrest to the exploitation by the “earpet
bag” politicians who moved into the Scuth following the
war,




VIII, CONCLUSIONS

Quakers in Delaware were prosperous, Tho Quaker
way of thrift, industry, and sobriety tends to prosperity,
In this prosperity the whole State of Delaware shared,
Quakers in Delaware were benevolent, and the needy of the
state were recipients of their generosity., Quakers in
Delaware were ooncerned adbout edusation, freedon and justioe,
The state benefitted from these “concerns”. These quali-
ties, part of the Quaker way of l1life, were not oonfined to
Delaware Qualkers alons, Thesa qualities were to be found
in many other Delawareans beside Qualers, But in so far
as they did pertain to the Quakers in Delawars, Delaware
was to that extent benefitted by the Quakers within her
bourxiaries,

&

This study does not go beyond 1872, two hundred yeaws
from the time of the visit ol Jeorge Fox to the state,
Delaware Quakars, however, following the wandatos of a sensi-
tive oconselence, havo gsoatimuoed to bé active in such benefi-
cent enterprises in the state as tha founding of the Dolaware
and Mamorial Hospitals, Industrial Schools for girls - white
-~ and colored, and the establishment of bdetter-housing projects
thwrough the Woodlawn Company for white familios and the
Citizens Housing Corporation for Negroes, Delaware Quakers
moreover, as always, have continued to participate in wider
areas of service as svidenced by those Delawareans who have




been sctive in the Ameriaan Priends Service Committee
during et following dboth Horld Wars,
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