
Lori Birrell, Director of Special Collections and Museums
Jeannette Schollaert, Project Manager, “Poetry as Activism”

Poetry as Activism: 
Creative Engagement with Digitized Archival Materials



Dr. Lori Birrell
Director of Special Collections and Museums,
Co-Primary Investigator, “Poetry as Activism”

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1v33jg4qbeJYxgfrPYWwaQaIhIpP-nngm/preview


Core Team in Library, Museums and Press:
Dr. Lori Birrell, co-Primary Investigator

Director of Special Collections and Museums

Dr. Annie Johnson, co-Primary Investigator
Associate University Librarian for Publishing, 
Preservation, Research and Digital Access

Dr. Jenny Schollaert, Project Manager

Poetry as Activism Project
● Grant period began January 2023
● Funded by Mellon Foundation Public 

Knowledge grant

Core Project Priorities: 
1. Digitization 
2. Poet-in-Residence
3. Open-access digital publication, edited 

collection on Manifold 

Poetry as Activism Project



1. Digitization 

Key Focus Areas: 
1. Black Arts Movement 

2. African American literature – representation, history, 

publishing

3. Multi-ethnic literary communities – publishing & 

awards 

4. Queer liberation 

5. Environmental justice 

6. Feminism/intersectional women’s rights 

7. Beat Generation 

8. Anti-war (20th century - present) 

9. Flyers/Organizing 

10. Indigenous Rights (including Alcatraz) 

11. Criminal justice reform, anti-death penalty action 

Key Collections: 
1. Ishmael Reed papers

2. Amiri Baraka papers

3. Richard McCann papers

4. Dudley Randall’s Broadside Press Broadside Series

5. Tia Blassingame 

6. Diane Di Prima & Amiri Baraka’s Floating Bear 

newsletter (1961-1971) 

7. Zephyrus Image Records (fine press) 

8. St. Mark’s Church-in-the-Bowery Poetry Project flyers 



African American: A Handbook (2020) 

Tia Blassingame 

Before Columbus Review, 
vol. 1, no. 1 (1989)

Ishmael Reed Collection 

“We Real Cool,” Gwendolyn Brooks 
(1966)

Broadside Press, Broadside Series



Poet in Residence: Dr. Traci Currie

Activities: 
● 3 class visits 

○ English: Honors Composition
○ Music: Improvisation 

● 5 events in Newark & Wilmington 
○ UD Associate in the Arts program 

(hybrid – Wilmington, Dover, and 
Georgetown campuses)

● 2 events in Morris Library:
○ Art and Performance of Spoken 

Word workshop
○ Poetry as Activism Festival

2. Poet-in-Residence



Dr. Davy Knittle’s ENGL110 course visits the Poetry as Activism in 

Conversation with Chicory exhibition in Morris Library on March 1, 2024.



Poetry as Activism Flyer
Dr. Arline Wilson speaks to Festival attendees during the 

Special Collections Open House 



3. Edited Collection
Draft Table of Contents: 

1. Black Print Culture as Activism 

2. Revolutionary Thought/Organizing as 

Activism

3. Intersectionality/Queer Liberation as 

Activism

4. Decolonization as Activism

5. Oral History of Spoken Word in Wilmington, 

DE 

6. Podcast: Speech as Activism

7. Archival Engagement as Activism

8. Poetry as Activism: Poetry Bibliography



Thank you! 
Questions?

Contact: jescholl@udel.edu

Dr. Davy Knittle’s ENGL110 course visits the Poetry as Activism in 

Conversation with Chicory exhibition in Morris Library on March 1, 2024.

mailto:jescholl@udel.edu

