
AIR MAIL 

RESTRICTED 

Mexico, D.F. , April 1 1 , 1945. 

Dear wi l l s 

I em sending you herewith a copy of ft despatch which 
I have written the Department which covers ray conversation 
with the President of Mexico on loans* It is rather long 
but I hope you may have the opportunity of reading it for 
it contains observations which X think are of primary im­
portance. While they are familiar to you and I am sure 
you are in agreement therewith, there are still those in 
some of the agencies of our Government who so far as Mexico 
is concerned are governed by their prejudices rather than 
by the facts and as you know, this is a luxury which wo 
cannot permit ourselves in these days. 

It is s curious thing that among • good many of the 
people is. our Government there is always a complete lack 
of understanding of what has bean happening in Mexico during 
the last four years, and of the changed character of our 
relationships and more particularly of the steps which Mexico 
has been taking herself to put her house in order* Sons of 
star people have been prepared to fall all over themselves in 
giving various types of assistance to some of the American 
Republics whionhave shown much less tendency to help them­
selves ant to put their house in order. 

X have been in this business now for a good many years 
and Z think I have retained my complete objectivity and I 
always keep primarily in mind the interests of our own 
country* I am, however, thoroughly convinced that unless 
something very unfortunate happens tnls country is going 
forward and its relations with us will become necessarily 
even more important than they are now* From the political 
and economic and defense point of vis* I consider that our 
relationships with Mexico are of even more immediate and 
fundamentsl importance to us than those with Brazil whioh 
so many people are inclined to put forward* Our military 
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are in complete accord with this fundamental importance 
to us of the happiest and most collaborative arrangements 
with Mexico. 

They have ft presidential election in Mexico next year 
and ft great deal will depend upon the way In whioh we 
carry on our relationships with Mexico tnis year. If we 
fail to show adequate understanding of the problems here, 
It will bo seised upon by those la Mexioo who are trying 
to substitute ft policy of collaboration with one of pressures. 
This would bo ft return to the unhappy situation whioh existed 
some years ago which the BOW circumstances in the world do 
not permit us to envisage. 

lift will note from the appended despatch that the 
resident of Mexico haft wisely decided that the one loan 
which wo ftre prepared to approve at this time is the tlQ,000,000 
additional for roads which will majc© available to them 
#10,000,000 for a continued well planned road program* I 
think the President's decision is wise and sound for this 
opening of new roads has been ons of the principal factors 
la helping to bring about the unification of Mexico and the 
development ftf law and order in the measure that has been 
achieved. • 

The other two loans for railway equipment and for 
electrification ftftn bo considered later la the year and I 
found fall understanding in the President of Mexico of oaf 
reasons for wishing to approve only one loan at this time. 
It has been a very real fortune for as as well aa for Mexico 
that Mexico **n**̂ g these difficult periods has had a Presi­
dent as understandias and as sound as President Avlla Camacho. 
Of course wo mast bear in mind that when Mexico raises these 
questions of the two other loans, whioh the Department and 
the Export-Import Bank have approved la ariaolple, that they 
must go forward but I do not believe that this question will 
arise until after the San Francisco wasting and I hops in 
the meantime some action may have boon taken by congress 
oa Brettoa woods and on the increase of capital of the 
Export-Import Bank. 

WO you will aots from the despatch, there is to bs 
no publicity with regard to this $10,000,000 increase la 
the amount available to Mexico for roads. I think this 
is a good thing from their point of view sad ours. The 
publicity can be given later amen it may bo found convenient 
to wither or to both Governments. Za the meantime, of 
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oourse, the arrangementa for the addi t iona l #10,000,000 
for roads with the renewal of the $20,000*000 c red i t now 
outstanding can fee concluded and there i s no need for any 
p u b l i c i t y . 

The President to ld me he would authorize Suarez to 
complete th® arrangements for the road loan and t e l l him 
to discontinue conversations with regard to the other two 
loans* Suarez i s , X am sure , authorized to complete the 
arrangements for the road lean while he i s 1 B Washington 
but he has been to ld to r e f r a i n from any pub l i c i ty oar 
public statements* 

X wish to express to you my very r ea l appreciat ion 
of your understanding helpfulness l a these mat ters which 
I need not t e l l you i s a very precious th ing for me in 
my work here and which i s so important in our r e l a t i o n ­
ships with t h i s ©oiantry* 

Believe me, 

Cordially and sincerely yours, 

Oeorge 8* Messersmith 

Enclosure: 
Copy of despatch with original only* 

In duplicate. 

GS*;NA 


