






























































War and in the two World Wars, is now administered by the 
State Park Commission. An organization known as the Fort 
Delaware Society is preserving and restoring it. Since it was 
opened to the public in 1954, thousands of visitors from many 
states, including some whose ancestors were prisoners or guards 
there, have come to the island. 

As the war went on, it became necessary to draft more men. 
Those who were called could, if they had enough money, hire 
substitutes. Or they could pay a $300 fee and avoid service until 
their names came up in later draft calls. Members of draft 
boards, called enrolling officers, were often unpopular. Here is 
a poorly spelled threat one officer in western Kent County re­
ceived, as reported in a Smyrna newspaper: 

"Mr. John Green this is to notify that you must rezine. within 
two days and if you donte we will kill you at the risk of our 
lives you must not inrole another man from tonight your grave 
is dug now and we will put you in it the shortest notis the next 
no tis will be given by Powder and ball." 

The warning was signed "Kill Devil." The draft board 
member got his next "notis" when bullets were fired into his 
home, but fortunately he escaped injury. 

THE "STAY-AT-HOME" ELECTION 

Representative William Temple died at his Smyrna home in 
May, 1863. A special election to fill the vacancy was set for 
November 19 of that year. The Union Party nominated Smithers, 
who had been serving as Cannon's Secretary of State. The Demo­
crats put up Charles Brown of Dover, who had been a Penn­
sylvania congressman before the war. 

About a week before the election, military authorities ordered 
that an oath of allegiance to the national government had to be 
taken before any one was allowed to vote. The order also made 
it clear that troops again were to be stationed at polling places, 
not only to protect election officials, but to see that the officials 
administered the oaths properly. Democratic leaders urged their 
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followers not to vote. Brown therefore received only a small 
number of votes, and Smithers won easily. As a result, the Union 
Party had a congressman in Washington as well as a governor 
at Dover. 

Another pledge of allegiance, called the "iron clad oath," 
was now required of all United States Senators. Up to January, 
1864, Bayard was the only Senator who had not taken it. When 
a resolution was passed calling upon all Senators to take the 
oath, Bayard finally took it. Then he made a long speech, point­
ing out that he regarded the secession of the Southern states as 
"a revolution of organized communities," and in protest resigned 
the seat he had held for thirteen years. The Delaware General 
Assembly, which at that time elected United States Senators, 
chose George Read Riddle, a Wilmington Democrat and former 
congressman, to serve in Bayard's place. 

MORE SOUTHERN SYMPATHIZERS 

In June, 1864, Edward L. Martin of Seaford was convicted 
in the United States District Court in Wilmington of aiding a 
nineteen-year-old Seaford boy to join the Confederate Army. 
Martin was one of the leaders of the volunteer companies which 
were disarmed in 1861. The boy, Hiram Messick, was captured 
in the retreat from Gettysburg. He was confined in Fort Dela­
ware and released after taking the oath. "After the war broke 
out," Messick said at Martin's trial, "I was in favor of the South­
ern rebellion and sometimes cheered for Jeff Davis." 

Martin was fined $1,000 by Judge Willard Hall. His right 
to vote was taken away, and he was required to free all his slaves. 
He was pardoned after the war, however, and was later elected a 
congressman from Delaware. 

In August, 1864, Southern sympathizers held a picnic in 
McCrone's Woods at Hare's Corner, to raise money for the 
benefit of prisoners at Fort Delaware. One account says the 
picnickers were displeased because the band hired for the occasion 
did not play Southern airs. Then a detachment of troops, led by 
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Edwin Wilmer of Smyrna, the chief provost marshal of the state, 
arrived and arrested twenty-five persons. Many of them were 
sent to Baltimore by train, but were later released. Major Henry 
B. Judd, commander of the Delaware military district, offered 
to parole the prisoners instead of sending them to Baltimore. He 
was removed from his post. Major Judd later said he was criti­
cized for his attempt to aid the prisoners, and that Wilmer "be­
came the hero of the hour." 

Wilmington received another war scare in July, 1864. Troops 
led by Con£ ederate General Jubal A. Early threatened Washing­
ton and Baltimore. A force of 200 cavalrymen burned a railroad 
bridge over Gunpowder River, between Havre de Grace and Bal­
timore, set fire to a railroad station, and captured a passenger train 
from Baltimore. Governor Cannon toured lower Delaware in a 
special train, and returned to Wilmington with some 300 volun­
teers. Some of the volunteers were sent to guard the Susque­
hanna River railroad bridge. But Early retreated without being 
able to capture Washington or Baltimore. The excitement died 
down. 

THE ELECTION OF 1864 

As the 1864 presidential election approached, Delaware 
Democrats campaigned for an armistice to end the war. Gov­
ernor Cannon appealed for troops, which again were sent into the 
state at election time. Military authorities issued an order per­
mitting Democrats to hold their torchlight parades only on Mon­
day, Wednesday and Friday nights, so that Union Party men 
could conduct their marches and rallies on other nights of the 
week. 

By November of 1864, the tide of war was definitely going 
against the South, with the end of the long struggle only a matter 
of time. Delaware, however, was one of only three states that 
voted for General George B. McClellan, Democratic candidate 
for President and a severe critic of Lincoln, who was seeking a 
second term. McClellan had led the Army of the Potomac in the 
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early years of the war. The other states were New Jersey, where 
McClellan lived, and Kentucky. But the vote in Delaware was 
close, 8,767 to 8,155. 

Smithers was defeated for reelection to Congress by John A. 
Nicholson, a Democrat from Dover. In the election, only New 
Castle County remained in the Union Party column. The Demo• 
crats, who continued to hold a majority in the General Assembly, 
returned Willard Saulsbury to the United States Senate in Janu­
ary, 1865. 

THE FINAL MONTHS 

Governor Cannon tried hard to get the General Assembly to 
abolish slavery. "Slavery in this state," he said, "is doomed. The 
period may be longer or shorter, but the result is inevitable." Get 
rid of slavery, he urged, and capital and free labor would make 
Delaware more prosperous. 

But the Democratic majority in the Legislature refused even 
to approve the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution, abol­
ishing slavery throughout the nation. The amendment went into 
effect in 1865, but without Delaware's ratification. Officially, al­
though slavery had ended soon after the Civil War, this amend­
ment was not approved in Delaware until 1901, when Republi­
cans had control of the Assembly. 

The governor died at his home in Bridgeville a month before 
the end of the war. Dr. Gove Saulsbury, as speaker of the State 
Senate, became Cannon's successor. As the war ended, Unionists 
throughout the state rejoiced. But political power was in the 
hands of the Democrats, and was to remain there for the next 
twenty-five years. 

With the end of the war, Delaware was left unscarred by 
battle, but not entirely free from the effects of the struggle. The 
state was torn by petty political wrangling, hatred, and spite 
which set neighbors and relatives against each other. The impact 
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of divided loyalties was felt throughout Delaware. (From the 
state had gone into battle some 2,000 soldiers for the Con£ ederacy 
and about 13,000 for the Union.) Bitterness developed by the 
war held back progress in many lines, and definitely widened the 
breach between city and country, between upstate and down­
state sections. 

Willard Saulsbury once said in the Senate he wished to be 
considered a Southern man, and wanted to keep his state a slave­
holding one forever. He also remarked unkindly that he "never 
did see or converse with so weak and imbecile a man as Abraham 
Lincoln." 

Advancement of the welfare and rights of Negroes was de­
layed. For years after the war, they were not allowed to serve on 
juries. Tricks were used to prevent them from voting. And the 
Constitution of 1897 legally established a segregated school 
system. 

Delaware remained in the Union because of its geographical 
location, its growing trade with the North, and its loyalty to the 
flag and Constitution. There were many evidences of Southern 
sympathy. But abolition and secession, as radical movements, 
practically canceled each other out. We did not lean toward 
either extreme. 

SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER READING 

The present writer's chapter on Delaware in the Civil War, in the first volume 
of Delaware: a History of the First State, edited by H. Clay Reed (1947), and 
Professor Reed's article on Lincoln's compensated emancipation plan, in Delaware 
Notes, seventh series ( 1931), contain references to source materials. Other local 
histories which cover the Civil War in more or less detail are those of J. Thomas 
Scharf (1888), Henry C. Conrad (1908), Katharine Pyle (second edition, 1927), 
Walter A. Powell (1928), and, for Wilmington, Anna T. Lincoln (1937). 

For information about fighting by Delaware troops in the war see Thomas G. 
Murphey, Four Years in the War (1866) and the following items in Papers of 
the Historical Society of Delaware: William P. Seville, History of the First Regi­
ment, Delaware Volunteers (1884), Robert G. Smith, Second Regiment Delaware 
Volunteers (1909), and James H. Wilson, Captain Charles Corbit's Charge at 
Westminster ( 1913). 
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INSTITUTE OF DELAWARE HISTORY AND CULTURE PAMPHLET SERIES 
1. A Brief Account of the Indians of Delaware 

2. Delaware Becomes a State 
3. Delaware Stays in the Union 

Copies of these pamphlets may be ordered from the 
University Bookstore, Newark, Delaware. 
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