Berlin, Germany, December 27, 1932.

Dear llr. Fletcher:

December 186 with the clipping from
has just been received. It is very
Wrﬁi“ me about thils and to have written

* 1 had not already known 1t, the
have had at least one ?wmbue,
showi me once sagain that frliendshlps
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i bore you with details \Z
the “L“JL614 £ >ecause of course Lhere was
incident. While Einstein was in the United t
ixed up with all sorts of organizations some of
are not 1 ’ 1argely through lirs. Einstein w
VWhen the time came for him
and she were very nervous
somewhat violated the laws
:up in things at home which as
he had no business to assoclate himsgelf
Instead of ming to the Consulate at once and
flﬂ, for a visa where he would have gotten 1t I
assure you without difficulty, he conducted
';ication In the press for st least a week before
} It so heappened that I was at our oreslau
vwe* he did apply, but my second man, Geist,
r fine ﬁrii er and very understar uiﬂb,
\ geruaua ly and faclilltated the granting
every possible way. I need nottell you
that we did not ask him any of these sllly questions
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which one read of in the newspapers and he was treated
with all the consideration one would ordinarily show
as a matter of courtesy to a man with his re putation.
I think probably lMrs. ,1nstein, to put it very kindly,
was rather careless about what she sald to the press
but even at that fr>m the many clipplings which I have
seen there lsno question but that tHJ;,s were put into
the mouth of the Eiwqteins which they could not have said.
What really heppened was that anything with regard to
ilnstein is of course f1 . class news and certain people
3@t fx endl diﬁ; d tow s our immigration laws used
ohi 0 tack our whole
JV&niwu d visa tice. What of course was

'Lllh_” 4 nav was ©ne most rabid
2
:w\&)'l'an

”’.,?‘,lZ’SG 2

rnnr”n
offica?

e
ac
ri
)
0

&
h
-

various parts bhe rld knows that i : must be
measured by what tHo; are an wh r parents
were or by thelr W‘oe, and for tnad reascn I have Jewish
friends in every rpart of the world and some of my best
friends are Jews. In matters of our immigration ;ractice,
generally, while I am a believer in restricted irmigra
tion as a matter of ordinary protection to us, I have
been one of those who have worked for liberal inter-
pretation of the laws and for enlightened practice.

It was really almost tragic that this criticism should
be directed against me nowe.
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and I think he has heard from quite a number of
people, but I wish that he had been more generous
in the reparation he mad He 1s bilig enough to be
generous and it is quite probable that the incident
may have done him more harm than me,

One of the curious things about this Incldent
1s thet it emphasized how guick we are to apologize
for ourselves at home for everything we do as though
we were so much worse than the rest of the world and
so rmch less libersl, when as a matter of faet in this
particular instance it 1s unguestionable that our visa
practice is the most liberal of any cﬁunur Anyone who
has traveled knows, whether he be an Ameri 'ﬁ oY a
foreign ner, that foreigners get much better treatment
A“bf can Consulates than Americans et in foreign
1 During the 19 years I have been in the Ser-
had many foreigners express surprise at
courteous treatment which they rec eivcd
Consulates which thev sald they did not
omwn offices. Any person who wants to go
d States for a tem“OFQPv stay can get a
difficulty at an American Consulate, and
difficult times when have more une
et home than there in any other
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I am very much interested 1
administratioﬁ will do with regard the
problems. I do hop hat there wlll not
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