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LITTLE EXCURSIONS WEEK BY VIBEK 

By. Alioo· Dunba.r .Nelson 
(For Tho Associated N'ogro Pross) 

When a. na.tion, o. ruoo, o. community, or o.n individual gets 
eo tho point whore it ho.a timo to play, you know tha.t it is o. · 
sign of pror;ross. For play in tho a.dult i,s evidence of work fin­
ished; leisure, culturo. so · ,,,hon wo roo.d hero and thoro that · 
the Negro is beginning t.o to.kc his loisuro seriously, o.nd sot 
himself up country clubs, golf courses, · in addition to his ten­
nis tourna.monts, foot-ba.11 mo.tchos, profossiona.l ba.so bo.11 clubs 
and tho like, wo fool thnt ho is to.king on oulturo and loisuro, 
expanding, a.s it woro. , . 

All this a.nont tho National Country Club, which is not in 
Wo.shington, D. c., nor yot in Bo.ltimoro, but in Maryland, on tho 
ma.in high roo.d, oxo.otly midway botwoon tho tvro oitios, on tho B. 
and o. Ra.ilroo.d. .Twenty-seven o.cros of lovely woodland, hill- · 
sido, and tiny vnlloy, gurgling rivulot, nino-holo ·golf .courso, 
groat Georgian houso, gro.o~ous swoop of lawn, mo.gnifioont troos. 
Fo.r onouGh bo.ok from tho mo.in road not :to bo orowdod, oloso 
onour;h to soo tho trnffio from tho porohos,· and to bo soon as to 
white towers, ·o.nd imposing drivo-wo.y. 

.And hero is·whoro Wo.shington--Nogro Washington--oomos to 
rolo.x and to plo.y, and to ont good dinnors, and bask in rural 
boo.uty, plus comfort o.nd content.. For Mrs, . Anozoon Flo.gg, tho 
hostess, has o. good ohof, and Washington proclaims tho -fa.ct in 
loud~ oloo.r tones, tho whilo it fills tho lmvcr rooms, now tro.ns­
formod into o.utunm bowers, or smokes contonfto•aly on tho uppor ; • 
o.nd lower porches, or w swings a. golf club cvor tho oourso. 

Thucs tho National .Country Club--ci .. dolight:ful plo.oo to ·rest 
nnd t pla.yJ to moot one's friends, to ontorto.in porhnps. Thoro 

~..-.......:aro ot · ors in othor · oommunitios. But not onougli. ,.Wo ,need to 
~ ·n h to rolo.x ~ro.oofuily in 'tho interims of our strenuous 

v io ot iQt'.king a. living, und still moro• oxho.u~tin0 a.vooo.tion 
· o il solvi?)g ho ra.co problom. '· 
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SUSPECTED OF STEl.LING 025,000 WORTH OF. GOODS 
Shreveport, Lo.., Jo.n. (By Tho Associo.ted Nogro Pross) 

Lc~oy Walls o.nd Goorgo Kemp o.rrostod in this city on suspicion , 
of ho.ving stolon twonty-fivo thousnnd dollnrs worth of furs, sil­
vorwnro o.nd other morcho.ndiso from homos in Oklo.homo. woro re­
turned to tho ~uthoritios of tho.t sto.to. It is so.id tho.t Wells, 
following his delivery to Oklnhomn City police officers wo.s 
turned ovor to tho police at St. Joseph, Missouri, whoro ho is 
o.wniting · trinl on o. $100,000 bank robbor•y oo.se. ..s •• 

108-YE~.R OLD MAN DIES 
Mo.con: Miss., Jnn. (By Tho Assooiatod Negro Pross) 

Merrick Good,vin, so.id to beono h'undrod and eight yqnrs old, is 
doo.d. His wifo o.bout ~no hundred yeo.rs old 'survives him • 
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LITTLE EXCURSIONS WEE~ BY WEEK 
By Alica Dunbar-Nolson 

(For Tho Associated Negro Pross) 

• • s •• 
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I stood in tho arctic streets, with tens of' , thous4nds 
of others, and shivered o.s tho icy blo.sts blow dovm my nook. So 
did ovoryono else shivqr, but bvoryono stood and vro.tchod. It 
was Now Yoo.r's Day, tho ~ig do.y of tho yoar in Philadelphia. Tho 
do.y looked f°orvmrd to for 364 days by many of tho South Philadol­
phio.ns. Tho day pf the world f'amou~ Munnnors' Parado. 

'Over twenty tho~sand mon in lino. Fantastic capos, to.­
kinr, a. score of' men to support around tho central figure. Fan­
tastic hoo.ddrossos, towering liko sky scro.pers in tho air. All 
conforming too. classic po.ttern'of roses and gold o.nd ermine 
kingly robes. , String· bands in costumes varying from tho rnodiovc: 

· troubo.dours and Chi:noso Romeos to blo.ck-fo.~ed minstrels; satire, 
plenty of' it; ,vit; gorgeous f'omctlo imporsonntors, defying pneu­
monia in ~ho o.lmost zoro winds, o.s thoy minced a.long in evening 
go.rb; ovon children aping their fathors in their imito.tion ·cos­
turnos; floo.ts depicting Gnrgo.ntuan enjoyment of tho events of 
the year; plenty of Lindys; tho Gridiron Club .bent ~tits own 
go.mo; more marching clubs with monstrous capes, struggling in th ,, 
winds o.s they rounded tho corner of' City Ho.11; twonty thousand 
strong, marching, marching, for tho prizes. A groat nntionnl 
fun-making institution; a. sight to tro.vol miles to soo, and to 
stand shivering or sit shivering for hours _to appDnud. 

And all sto.rtod fro~ o. fow fun-mo.king lads long a.go, 
who masked o.nd trotted about payir.s Now Yoo.r calls, enthoring up 
o. para.do o.s , thoy wont. And now ono of tho shows of tho world. 

And I wonderod o.s . wo boo.t· our ho.nds o.nd feet togethor to 
koop warm,mo.rking timo to tho oorio swoot music of tho hundreds 
of violino o.nd mo.nqolins o.nd guitars trotting by us in tho conf( ~- 1 

ti lo.den o.ir, I wondorod why it is ,vith o.11 ,his native to.lent for 
mimicry o.nd po.goo.ntry o.nd humor tho.t tho Nogro somowhoro hns not 
invontod a co.rnivo.l of his own, and not simply to.ken o. roo.dy mncl,, 
.one from some whito man; Tho bost tho.t vro co.n do is to ho.vo f'rt -
terno.l po.rados; Elks para.dos, liko tho whi to Elks, o.nd Mn.sonic !.!' .­
ro.dos liko tho vrhito Masons, o.nd Odd Follow po.ro.dos, liko tho 
whito Odd Follows, o.nd Knights of Pythias, like o.ny othor whito 
orgo.nization. But out of .o.11 tho tro.di~iono.l lightness and merr­
iment with which we uro oroditod, , thoro hets not come ono rn.cio.l 
c9ntribution to tho gayoty of nations thnt mo.y bocomo n pormnno,t 
institution either for tho country or for ourselves. · Co.mp moo·:­
ings o.nd revivo.ls.;-imito.tions of' thq. whito o.rticlo. Wo must be c 
very sober ro.co, o.ftor all. Or ho.vo wo boon so busy porfoctini:; 
tho subtle a.rt of f'lo.ttory, which Mr. Schuyler says is our gror.+;-

. est gift to tho notion, tho.t wo ho.vo loft nothing wherewith to 
oxpross our individuo.lity? Somowhoro in some obscure hrunlot, 
porho.ps, is germinating tho sood of o. sponto.noous outburst r.rnone 
our own which will make for o.n immortal contribution to tho holi­
days of the country. 

\ . 
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