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ADDRESS OF HON. FRED. DOUGLASS.

Fmow-(:n'rlms-—(}hn%ed with the responsi-
bility and duty of doing what we may to advance
the interest and promote the general welfare of
a people lately enslaved, and who, though now
free, still suffer many of the disadvantages and
evils derived from their former condition, not
the least among which is the low and unjust esti-
mate entertained of their abilities and possibili-
ties as men, and their value as citizens of the
republic; instructed by these people to make
such representations and adopt such measures
as in our sudgmenl. may help to bring about a
better understanding and a more friendly feeling
between themselves and their white fellow-
citizens, rectn:nlzl the great fact as we do,
that the relations of the American people and
those of civilized nations generally depend more
upon pmvnilll;g ideas, opinions and long estab.
lished usages for their qualities of good and evil
than upon courts of law or creeds of religion,
Allowing the existence of a magnanimous dispo-
sition on your to listen candidly to an hon-
estap for fair play, coming from class
of your fellow-citizens, however humble, who
may have, or may think they have. rights to
assert or wrongs Lo redress, the members of this
National Convention, chosen from all parts of
the United States, repmntlr:jc the thoughts,
ro.-ell::rs and purposes ot colo men generally,
would, as one means of advancing the cause
committed to them, most respectfully and ear-
nestly ask your attention and favorable consid-
eration to the matters contained in the present
AT,
pn‘h the outset we very cordially congratulate
Yyou upon the altered condition both of ourselves
and our common country. Especially do we
congratulate l{-ou upon the fact thata great re-
proach, which for two centuries rested on the
good name of your country, has been blotted
out; that chattel slavery is no longer the burden
of the colored man's complaint, and that we now
come to rattle no chains, to clank no fetters, to
paint no horrors of the old plantation to shock
your sensibllities, to humble your pride, excite
our pity, or to kindle your indignation. We re-
i‘olce also that one of the results of this stupen-
dous revolution in our nitional history
the republic which was before divided
and weakened  between two  hostile
and irreconcilable interests, has become
united and strong; that from a low plain of life,
which bordered upon barbarism, it has risen to
the possibility of the h'{ggm clvilization; that
this has started American Republie
on & new departure, full of promise, although it
has brought you and ourselves face to face
with problems novel and difficult, destined to
mﬁe upon us responsibilities and duties,
w plainly en

will tax our highest
ental and momlogﬁlllt .

tion,
Born on American soll incommon with your-
selves, deriving our bodies and our minds from

y for their happy solu-

Its dust, centuries having passed away since
our ancestors were torn from the shores of
Africa,we,like yourselves, hold ourselves to be in
every sense Americans, and that we may, there-
fore, venture to & to you in o tone not lower
than that which becomes earnest men and
American citizens. Having watered vour soli
with our tears, enriched it with our blood, per-
formed its roughest labor in time of peace, de-
fended it against enemies in time of war, and at
all times been loyal and true to its hest interests,
we deem itno arrogance or nmsumlptiun to mani-
fest now a common concern with you for its
welfare, prosperity, honor and glory,

If the claim thus set up by us be admitted, as
we think it ought to be, it may be asked what
propriety or necessity can there be for the Con-
vention, of which we are members! and why
are we now addressing you in some sense as
suppliants asking for justice and fair play? these
questions are not new to us. From the day the
call for this Convention went forth this seeming
incongruity and contradiction has been brought
to our atténtion. From one quarter or another,
sometimes with argument and sometimes with-
out argument, sometimes with seeming pity for
our ignorance, and at other times with flerce cen-
sure for our depravity, these questions have met
us. With apparent “surprise, astonishment and
impatience we have been asked: **What more
can the colored people of this country want than
they now have, and what more is possible to
them?!"' It is said they were once slaves, they
are now free; they were once subjects, they are
now sovereigns; they were once outside of all
American institutions, they are now inside of all
and are a reco&nlzed lﬂart of the whole Ameri-
can people. Why, then, do they hold Colored
National Conventions and thus insist upon
keepin up the color line between
themselves and their white fellow country-
men!  Wedo not deny the pertinence and plaus-
ibility of these questions, nor do we shrink from
a candid answer to the argument which they are
supposed to contain, Forwe do not forget that
they are not only put to us by those who have no
sympathy with us, but by many who wish ug
well, and that in any case they deserve an an-
swer. Before, however, we proceed to answer
them, we digress here to m&umt there is only
one element associnted with them which excites
the least bitterness of feeling inus or that calls
for special rebuke, and that’ is when they fall
from the :i:ln and Pons of eolored men who suffer

th ought to know better. A few such
men, well known to us and the country, happen-
ing to be more fortunate in the on of
wealth, education and position than their hum-
bler brethren, have found it convenient to ehime
in with the popular cry against our assembling,

. on the ground that we have no valid reason for

this measure or for any other se te from the
whites; that we ought'to be satistled with things
as thoy are.  With white men who thus object



the case is different and less painful.  For them
there is a chance for charity. Educated as the
are ard have been for centuries, taught to loo
upon colored people as a lower order of human-
ity than themselves and ns having fow rights, it
any, above domestic animals, regarding them
also through the medium of their beneficent re-
liglous creeds and just laws—as if law and prag-
tice were identical—some allowance can, and
{!l'l‘lll‘lim ought to, be made when they misappre-
end our real situation and  deny our wants and
nssume a virtue they do not possess.  Buot no
stich excuse or apology can be properly framed
for men who are inany way fdentified with us,
What may be erroneons in others implies either
baseness or imbecility in them, Such men, it
seems Lo us, are either deficient in self-respect or
too mean, servile and cowardly to assert the trie
digmity of their manhood and that of their race,
To admit that ther « are such men among us is a
disagreeable and humiliating confession. . But in
this respect, as in others, we are not without the
consolation of company: we are neither alone
nor singular in the production of just such char-
acters, Al oppressed people have been thus
aftlicted.

It is one of the most conspleuous evils of
caste and oppression, that they inevitably tend
to make cowards and serviles' of their vietims,
men ever ready to bend the knee to pride and
power that thrift may follow fawning, willing to
wtray the cause of the many to serve the ends
of the few; men who never” hesitate to sell a
friend when they think they can thereby pur-
chase an cnemy.  Specimens of this sort may be
found everywhere and at all times. There were
Northern men with Southern wineiples in the
time of slavery, and Tories in the revolution for
independence,” There are betrayers and inform-
ers to-day in Ireland, ready to kiss the hand that
smites them and strike down  the arm reached
out to save them.  Considering our long subjec-
tion to servitude and caste, and the many tempta-
tions to which we are exposed to bet ray our race
into the hands of their enemies, the wander is
not that we have so many traitors HMong us as
that we have so few,

The most of our people, to their honor be it
suid, are remarkably sound and true to vach
other. To those who think we have no cause to
hold this convention, we freely admit that, so far
as the organic law of the land is concerned, we
bave indeed nothing to complain of, 1o ask or de-
sire.  There may be need of legislation, but the
organic law is sound,

Happily for us and for the honor of the repub-
lie, the United States Constitution is just, liberal
and friendlv.  The amendments to that instru-
ment, adopted in the trying times of reconstrue-
tion of the Southern States, are a credit to the
courage nnd statesmanships of the leading men
of that crisis. These amendments establish
freedom, and abolish all unfair and invidious dis-
erimination against citizens on aceount of race
and color, so far as law can doso. In their
view, citizens are neither black nor white, and
all are equals.  With this admission and  this
merited reproof o trimmers and traitors, we
again come to the question, Why are we here In
this National Convention? To this we answer,
first, because there is a power in numbers and {n
union; because the many ave more than the fow:
because the voice of u whole people, oppressed
by a common injustice, is far more likely to com-
mand attention ‘and exert an influence on the
public mind than the voice of single indi-
viduals and isolated organizations: ":ecmmw,
coming together from all parts of the
country, the members of a National convention
have the means of a more comprehensive knowl-
edge of the general situation, and may., there-
fore, fuirly be presumed to conceive more elear-
ly and express more fully and wisely the ‘)oucy
It may be necessary for them to pursue in the

premises. Because conventions of the peoxﬂo
are in themselvea harmless, and when made the
means of setting forth grievances, whether real
or fancied, they are the safety-valves of the Re-
public, a wise and safe substitute for violence,
dynamite and all sorts of revolutionary action
against the peace and good order of soclety, If
they are held without sufticient reason, that fact
will be made manifest in their proceedings, and
people will only smile at their weakness and piss
on to their usual business without troubling
themselves about the t-mptK noise they are able
to make. But if held with good cause and by
wise, sober and earnest men, that fact will be
made apparent and the result will be salutary,
That good old _maxim, which has come down to
us from revolutionary times, that error may be
safely tolerated, while truth is left free to com-
bat it, applies here, A bad law isall the sooner
repealed by being execnted, and error is sooner
dispelled by exposure than by silence. So much
we have deemed it fit to say of conventions gen-
erally, because our resort to this measure has
been treated by many us if there were something
radically wrong in the very idea of a convention,
It has been treated as if it were some hastly, se.
cret conclave, sitting in darkness to devise strife
and mischief. The fact s, the only serious fea-
ture in the argument against us is the one which
respectscolor.  We are asked notonly why hold
a convention, but, with emphasis, why hold a
colored conventiont Why keep up this odious
distinetion between citizens of a common coun-
try and thus Flve countenance to the color linet
It is argued that, it colored men hold conven-
tions, based u!)on color, white men may hold
white conventions based upon color, and thus
keep open the chasm between one and the other
class of citizens, and keep alive n prejudice
which we profess to deplore.  We state the argu-
ment against us fairly and foreibly, and will an-
swer it candidly and we hope conclusively.
By that answer it will be seen that the fofee
of the objection is, after all, more in sound than
in substance. No reasonable man will ever object
to white men  holding conventions in their own
interests, when ther are onee in our condition
and we in theirs, when they are the oppressed
and we the oppressors.  In point of fact, how-
ever, white men are already in convention
against us in various ways and ar many important

oints.  The practical construction of American

ife is a convention against us, Human law may
know no distinetion among men in respect of
rights, but human practice may. Examples are
painfully abundant,

The border men hate the Indians: the Cali-
fornian, the Chinaman; the Mohammedan, the
Christian, and vice versa. In spite of a common
nature and the equality framed into law, this
hate works injustice, of which each in thelr own
name and under their own color may juuu[v coln-
Plal n. The apology for observing the color line

n the composition of ourState and National con-
ventions is in its necessity and in the fact that we
must do this or nothing, for it we move our color
is recognized and must be, It has its foundation
in the exceptional relation we sustain to the white
people of the country. A simple statement of our
position vindicates at once our convention and
our cause,

It is our lot to live among a people whose laws,
traditions and prejudices have been against vs
for centuries, and’ from these they are not yet
free. Toassume that they are free from these
evils simply because they have changed their
laws is to assume what is utterly unreasonable
and coutrary to facts, Large bodies move slow-
ly. Individuals may be converted on the instant
and change their whole course of life. Nations
never. Time and events are required for the con-
version of nations. Not even the character of a
great [:olmcnl organization can be cha by a
new platform. It will be the same old snake




though in a new skin. Though we have had war,
reconstruction and ahbolition ns a nation, we still
linger in the shadow and blight of an extinet in-
stitution. Though the colored man is no longer
subject to be bought and sold, he s still sur-
rounded by an adverse sentiment whicl) fetters
all his movements,  1n his downward course le
meets with noresistance, but his course upward
Is resented and resisted at every step of his prog-
ress. If he comes in ignorance, rags and wreteh-
edness he conforms to the popular belief of his
character, and in that character he is welcome,
But if he shall come as a gentlemun, a scholar
and a statesman  he is hailed asa contradietion
to  the National [aith concerning  his
race, and his coming is resented as impudence,
i the one case he may provoke contempt and
derision, but in the other he is an affront to
pride and provokes malice, Lot him do what he
will, there is at present, therefore, no escape for
him. The color line meets him everywhere and
in a measure shuts him out from all respectable
and profitable trades a: d eallings,  In spite of
all your religion aud laws he is a rejected man,

e is rejected by trade unions, of every trade,
and refused work while he lives and burial when
he dies, and yet he is asked to forget his color
and forget that which uverybml{ else remem-
bers, he offers himself to a builder as o me-
chanie, to a client as a lawyer, to a patient as a
physician, to a college as a professor, toa firm
as a clerk, to o Government Department as an
agent, or an officer, he is sternly met on the color
line, and his elaim to consideration in sSome way
is disputed on the ground of color,

Not even our churches, whose members pro-
fess to follow the despised Nazarene, whose
home when on earth was among the lowly and
despised, have yet cuuquemr this feeling or
color madness, and what is true of our churches
is also trie of our courts of law, Neither is free
from this all-pervadivg atmosphere of color
hate, The one prescribes the De Lty as impartial,
no reepecter of persons, and the other the God.
dess of Justice as blindfolded, with swond by her
side and scales in - her hand held evenly between
high and low, rich and poor, white and blaeck, bnt
both are the limages of * American imagination,
rather than American practices,

Taking advantages of the general disposition
in this country to lmpute crimie to color, white
men color their faces to commit crime and wash
off the hated color to escape punishment, In
many lnlnces where the commission of erime is
alleged against one of our color, the ordinary
processes of the law are set aside as too slow for
the impetuons justice of the infarinted OPIL-
lace. They take the law into their own b oody
hands and i)rucwd to whip, stab, shoot, hang or
burn the alleged culprit, without the interven-
tion of courts, counsel, Judges, juries or wit-
nesses. In such cases” it is not the busi-
ness of the accusers to prove rullt,  but
it Is for the accused to prove his innocence,
a thing hard for any man to do, even in a coury
of law, and utterly impossible for him todo in
these infernal Lynch courts. A man accused,
surprised. frightened and captured by a motley
crowd, dmgrf‘cd with a rope about his neck in
midnight-darkness to the nearest tree, and told
In the coarsest terms of profanity to prepare for
death, would be more than human if he did not,
in his terror-stricken appearance, move confirm
aunﬁiclon of gullt than the contrary, Worse still,
in the presence of such hell-black outrages, the

u]git s usually dumb, and the Brwln the neigh-

rhood is silent or openly takes side with the
mob. There are occasional cases in which white
men are lynehed, but one sparrow does not mnke
a swmmer.  Every knows one that what is called
Llym:h law is pecaliarly the law for colored peo-
ple and for nobody else, 1f there were no other
ﬂrinuueu than this horrible and barbarous Lgnch

W custom, we stiould be justified in assem ling

(=Y

a8 we have now done, to expose and denounce it.
But this is not all,  Even Now, after twenty years
of soscalled emancipation, we are stibject to iaw-
less raids of lllI(llllﬂ‘ll riders, who, with blnckened
fuces,invade our homes anid perpetrate the foul-
st of erimes upon us and our families. This
condition of things is roo flagrant and notorious
to require specifications or proof. Thus in all
the relations of Jife and death we are met by the
color line, We can not ignore it if we would,
and ought not if we could. 1t hunts us at -
night, it denies us accommodation in hotels and
Justice in the courts; excludes our children from
schools, refuses our sons the chance to learn
trades and compels us to pursue only such lnbor
as will bring the least reward. While we PeCOE-
nize the color line as a hurtful foree, n mountain
barrier to our progress, wounding our bleeding
feet with its finty rocks at every step, we do not
despair.  Wo are a hopeful people. This con-
vention is a proof of our faith in you, in reason,
in truth and fusticu-amr behef that prejudics,
withall it malign Accompaniments, may vet . e re-
moved by peaceful means; that, assisted by time
and events and the growing enlightenment of
both races, the color line will ultimately become
harmless. When this shall com.: it will then only
be used, as it should be, to distingush one variety
of the human family from another, 1t will cense
to have any ecivil, political or moral significance,
and colored eonventions will then he dispensed
with as anachronisms, wholly outof place, but
not till then. Do not marvel that we are not
discouraged. The faith within us hasa rational
basis, and is confivmed by faets, When we con-
sider how deep-seated this feeling against us is;
the long centuries it has been forming; the forces
of avarice, which have been marshaled to sus-
tain it: how the language and literature of the
country have been pervaded with it: how the
church, the press, the play-house, and other in-
fluences of the country have been arra yed in
its support, the progress toward its ext netion
must be considered vast and wonderful,

If liberty, with us, is yet but a name, our citis
zenship is but a sham, and onr suffrage thus far
only a cruel mockery, we may yet congratulate
ourselves upon the fact, that the laws and fnsti-
tutions of the country are sound, Just and liberal,
There is hope for a people when ' their laws are
righteous, whether for the moment they conform
Lo their requirements or not. But until this
nation shall make its practice aceord with its
Constitution and its righteous laws, it will not do
to reproach the colored :n-urlu of this country
with keeping up the color Hne—for that wople
wonld prove themselves searcely worthy of even
theoretical freedom, to say nothing of  practical
freedom, if they settled down in silent, servile
and cowardly submission to their wrongs, from
fear of making their color visible, I'hey are
hound by every elemont of manhood to hold
conventions, in their own name, and on their
own behalf, to keep thelr grievances before the
people  and  make every organized protest
agalnst the wrongs inflicted upon  them within
their power.  They should scorn the counsels of
cowards, and hang their banner on the outer
wall. Who would by free, themselves must
strike the blow, Wedo not believe, as we are
often told, that the negro is the u%ly child of the
National family, and the more he s kept out of
sight the better it will be for him, You know
that liberty given is never so precious as liberty
sought for —and  fought for, The
man - outraged is  the man to moke
the outery, Depend  upon it. men  will
not eare much for a people who do not care for
themselves,  Our meeting here wos opposed b
some of our members, because it woul distur
the peace of the Republican party, The sugges-.
tlon came from coward lips and misapprehended
the character of that party, If the Republican
party can not stand a demand for justice and



fair play, it ought to go down. We were men be-
fore that party was born, and our manhood is
more sacred than any party can be. Parties were
made for men, not men for parties.

If the six millions of colored people of this
country, armed with the Constitution of the
United States, with a million votes of their own
to lean upon, and millions of white men at their
back, whose hearts are responsive to the claims
of humanity, have not sufticient spirit and wis-
dom to organize and ecombine to defend them-
selves from outrage, diserimination and oppres-
sion, it will be idle for them to oxd)nct that the
Republican party or an‘r other political party will
organize and combine for them or care what be-
comes of them, Men may combine to prevent
cruelty to animals, for they are dumb and can
not speak for themselves: but we are men and
must speak for ourselves, or we shall not be
spoken for at all. We have conventions in Amer-
lea for Ireland, but we should have none if Ire-
land did not speak for herself, 1t is because she
makes a noise and keeps her cause before the
people that other people go to her help, It was
the sword of Waslington that gave lndependencs
thesword of Lafayette. In conclusion upon this
color objection, we have to say that we meot here
in open daylight,  There is nothing sinister about
us. The eyes of the nation are uponus. Ten
thousand newspapers may tell if they choose of
whatever is said and done here,  They may com-
mend our wisdom or condemn our folly, pre-
cisely as we shall be wise or foolish.

We put ourselves before them as honest men,
and ask their judgment upon our work,

THE LABOR QUESTION,

Not the least important among the subjects to
which we invite your earnest attention is the
condition of the Iaboring class at the South,
Their cause is one with the laboring classes
all over the world, The labor unions of the
country should not throw away this colored ¢le-
ment of strength, Everywhere there is dissatis-
faction with the present relation of labor and
capital, and to-day no subject wears an aspect
more threatening to civilization than the respect-
ive claims of capital and labor, landlords and
tenants,  In what we have to say for our labor-
ing class we expect to have and ought to have
the sympathy and support of laboring men
everywhere and of every color,

It is a great mistake for any class of laborers
to isolate itselfl and thus weaken the bond of
brotherhood hetween those on whom the burden
and hardships of labor fall. The fortunate ones
of the eart), who are abundant in land and
money and know nothing of the anxious eare
and pinching poverty of the laboring classes,
may be indiferent to the appeal for justice at
this point, but the laboring classes can not af-
ford to be indiferent. What labor everywhere
wants, what it ought to have and will some day
demand and receive, is an honest day's pay for
an honest day’s work, As the laborer becomes
more intelligent he will develop what {eapital al-
ready possesses—that is the power to organize
and combine for its own protection. Expericnce
demonstrates that there may be a'wages of
slavery only a little less galling and crushing in
its effects than chattel slavery, and that this
slavery of wages must go down with the other,

There is nothing more common now than the
remark that the I:hyulml condition of the freed-
men of the South is immeasurably worse than in
the time of slavery; that in respect to food,
clothing and shelter they are wretched, misera.
ble and destitute; that they are worse masters to
themselves than their old masters were to them,
To add insult to injury, the reproach of their
condition is charged upon themselves. A grand-
son of John C. Calhoun, an Arkansas land
owner, testifying the other day before the Senate
Committee of Labor and Education, says the

‘‘negroes are 8o indolent that they fail to take
advantage of the opportunities offered them: that
they will only devote so much of their time to
work as will enable them to Jnrocum the necessi-
ties of life; that there Is danger of a war of
races, '’ ote., ete.

His testimony proclaims him the grandson of
the man whose name he bears. The blame
which belongs to his own class he shifts from
them to the shoulders of labor. It becomes us to
test the truth of that assertion by the light of
reason, and by appeals to indisputable facts. Of
course the land-owners of the South may be ex-
pected to view things differently from the land-
ess. The slaveholders always did look at things
a little differently from the slaves, and we there-
fore insist that, in order that the whole truth
shall be brought out, the laborer as well as the
capitalist shall be called as witnesses before the
Senate Committee of Labor and Education.
Experience proves that it takes more than one
class of people to tell the whole truth about mat-
ters in which they are interested on opposite
sides, and wo protest against the allowance of
only one side of the labor question to be heard
by the country in this case, Meanwhile, a little
reason and reflection will in some measure bring
out truth! The colored people of the South are
the laboring people of the South. The labor of
& country is the source of jts wealth; without the
colored laborer to-day the South would be
howling wilderness, given up to bats, owls,
wolves and bears. He was the souree of fts
wealth before the war, and has been the source
of its prosperity since the war. He almost
alone is visible in her flelds, with implements of
(t]nll in his hands and laboriously using them to-

ay.

Let us look candidly at the matter, While we
see and hear that the South is more prosperous
than it ever was before and rapidly recoverin
from the waste of war, while we read that it
raises more cotton, sugar, rice, tobaceo, corn
and other valuable produets than it ever produced
before, how happens it. we sternly ask, that the
houses of its Iaborers are miserabie huts, that
their clothes are rags, and their food the conrsest
and gcantiest* How happens it that the land-
owner is becoming richer and the laborer poorer?

The implication is irresistable—that where the
landlord is prosperous the laborer ought to share
his prosperity, and whenever and wherever we
find this is not the case there is manifestly wrong
somewhere,

This sharp contrast of wealth and poverty, as
every thoughtful man knows, can exist unf,r in
one way, and from one cause, and that is by one
gelting more than its proper share of the reward
ot industry, and the other side getting less—and
that in some way labor has been defranded or
otherwise denied of its due proportion, and we
think the facts,as well as this philosophy, will
support this view in the present case, and do so
conclusively. We utterly deny that the colored
people of the South are too lazy to work, or that
they are indifferent to their physical wants: as
already said, they are the workers of that section,

The trouble is not that the colored people of the
South are indolent, but that no matter how hard
or how persistent may be their Industry, they get
barely enough for their labor to support life at
the very low point at which we find them. We
therefore throw off the burden of disgrace and
reproach from the laborer where Mr, Calhoun
and others of his class would place it, and put it
on the bond-owner where it belongs, Itis the
old case aver again, The black man does the
work and the white man gets the money.

1t may be said after all the ealored people have
themselves to blame for this state of th ngs, be-
cause they have not intelligently taken the mag-
ter iuto their own hands and provided remedy
for the evil they suffer,
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Some blame may attach at this point. But
those who reproach us thus, should remember
that it is hard for labor, however fortunately and
favorably surrounded, to cope with the tremen-
dous power of capital in any contest for higher
wages or improved condition, A strike for higher
wages is seldom successful and is often injurious
to the strikers; the losses sustained are seldom
compensated by the concessions rgained. A case
in point is the recent strike of the Telegraph
operators; & more intelligent class can no where
be found. It was a contest of brains against
money, and the want of money compelled intel-
ligence to surrender to wealth,

An en'alpt_v sack is not easily made to stand up-
right. The man who has it in his power to say to
& man you must work the land for me, for such
wages as I choose to give, has a power of slavery
over him as real, it not as complete, ns he who
compels toil under the lash. All that a man hath
will he give for his life,

In contemplating the little progress made by
the colored people in the acquisition of prupunr
in the South, and their present wretched condi-
tion, the circumstances of their emancipation
should not be forgotten. Measurement in their
case should not begin from the height yet to be
attained by them, but from the depths whence
they have come.

It should be remembered by our severe judges
that freedom came to us not from the sober dic-
tates of wisdom, or from any normal condition
of things, not as a matter of choice on the | art of
the land-owners of the South, nor from moral
cousiderations on the part of the North. It was
born of battle and of blood. It came across fields
of smoke and fire, strewn with wounded, bleed-
ingand dying men. Notfrom the Heaven of
Peace amid the morning stars, but from the hell
of war—out of the tempest and whirlwind of war-
like passions, mingled with deadly hate anaa
spirit of revenge, it came, not so much as a boon
tousas ablast to the enemy. Those against
whom the measure was directed were the land-
owners, and they were not angels, but men, and
being men, it was to be expected they would re-
sent the blow, They did resent it, and a part of
that resentment unhappily fell upon us,

At first the land-owners drove us out of our old

uarters and told us they did not want us in their
ﬂeldu, that thef meant to import German, Irish
and Chinese Iaborers, But as the passsons of
the war gradually subsided we were taken back
to our old places; but plainly enough this change
of front was not from choice but necessity, Feel-
ing themselves somehow or other entitled to our
labor without the anment of wages, it was not
strange that they should make the hardest bar-
gains for our laborand getit for as little as
possible, For them the contest was easy; their
tremendous power and our weakness ly gave
them the victory.

Against the voice of Stevens, Sumner and
Wade, and other far-secing statesmen, the Gov-
ernment by whom we were emancipated left us
completely in the power of our former owners,
They turned us loose to the open sky and left us
not a foot of ground from which to get a crust of

b i

It did not do as well by us as Russia did by her
serfs. or Pharaoh did by the Hebrews. With
iraedlgm Russin gave land and Egypt loaned

lewels,

1t may have been best to leave us thus to make
terms with those whose wrath it had kindled
:ﬁdmt us. It does not seem right that we

ould have been so left, but it fully explains our
present pov and wretchedness,

The marvel is not that we are poor in such cir-
cumstances, but rather that we were not exter-
minated. In view of the circumstances, our ex-
termination was confidently predicted. The facts
that we still live and bave increased in higher
ratio than the native white people of the South

are proofs of our vitality, and, in some degree,
of our industry,

Nor is it to be wondered at that the standard of
n‘:lora.ln hll?s ut;t. higher a:luong ua:o that ro'jg t for
the of property is not s r. e pow-
er o?‘flru murdnux held over r which says
youshall work forme on my own terms or
starve, is a source of erime, as well as poverty.

‘eeds do not more naturally ?m outof a
manure pile than erime out of enfo destitu-
tion. Out of the misery of Ireland comes mur-
der, assassination, fire and sword, The Irish are
by nature no worse than other ple, and no
better. If oppression makes a wise man mad it
may do the same, and worse, to a people who are
not reputed wise. The woe pronounced upon
those who keep back wages of the laborer by
fraud is self-acting and self-executing and cer-
tain as death. The world is full of warnings.

THE ORDER SYSTEM.

No more crafty and effective device for de-
frauding the Southern laborers could be adopted
than the one that substitutes orders upon shop-
keepers for currency in Plyment of wages, l:I’t.
has the merit of ashow of honesty, while it puts
the laborer completely at the mercy of the land-
owner and theshop-keeper. He is between the
upper and the nether millstones, and is hence
ground to dust. It gives the shop-keeper a cus-
tomer who can trade with no other store-
keeper, and thus leaves the latter no mo-
tive for fair dealing except his own moral sense,
which i{s never too strong. While the laborer
holding the orders is tempted by their worthless.
ness as a circulating medium, r.ooﬁet rid of them
at any sacrifice, and hence is led into extrava-
gance and consequent destitution.

The merchant puts him off with his poorest
commaodities at highest prices, and can say to
him take those or nothing, Worse still. By this
means the laborer is brought into debt, and
hence is kept always in the power of the land-
owner. When this system is not pursued and
land is rented to the freedman, he is charged
more for the use of an acre of land for a single
year than the land would bring in the market if
offered for sale. On such o system of fraud and
wrong one might well invoke a bolt from heaven
~red with uncommon wrath,

It is said if the colored people do not like the
conditions upon which their labor is demanded
and secured, let them leave and go elsewhers, A
more heartless suggestion never emanated {rom
an oppressor. Having for years paid them in
shop orders, utterly worthless outside the shop
to which they are directed, without a dollar in
their pockets, brought by this crafty process into
bondage to the land-owners, who can and would
arrest them if they should attempt to leave when
thn‘y are told to go.

We commend the whole subject to the Senate
Committee of Labor and Education, and urge
upon that committes the duty to call before it
not only the land-owners, but the landless la-
burers of the South, and thus get at the whole
truth concerning the labor question of that
section,

EDUCATION.

On the subject of equal education and educa-
tional facilities, mentioned in the call for this
convention, we expect little resistance from ap

uarter. It is everywhere an accepted truth,
that in a country governed by the people, like
ours, edueation of the youth of all classes is vital
1o Its welfare, prosperity, and to its existence,

In the light of this unquestioned proposition,
u:lz pu.rlw::l cau&ug.l 3ut vll:w rit.hmell shudder the
w an alarm teracy as re.
vulon?by the camusrot muo.ux 4 i

The question as to how this evil is to be reme-
died is an important one. Certain It is that it will
not do to trust to the hlhnzhroJ)J of wealth
individuals or benevolent socleties to remove |



The States in which this illiteracy prevails either
can not or will not provide adequate systems of
education for their own youth. But however this
may be, the fact remains that the whole country
is directly interested in the education of every
child that lives witnin its borders, The ignor-
nnee of any part of the American people so ( e«L:-
ly concerns all the rest that there can be nodoubt
of the right to pass laws corpelling the attend-
ance of every child at school. Believing that
sueh is now required and ought to be enacted, we
hereby put ourselves on record in favor of strin-
gent laws to this end.

In the presence of this np{:nllhu; picture pre-
sented by the last census we hold it to be the im-

rative duty of Congress to take hold of this

mportant subjeet, and, without waiting for the
States to adopt liberal school systems within
their respective jurisdictions, toenter vigorously
upon the work of universal education.

The National Government, with its immense
resources, can carry the benefits of a sound com-
mon-sehool education to the door of every r
man from Maine to Texas, and to withhold this
boon is to neglect the greatest assurance it has of
its own perpetuity.  Asa part of the American
people we unite most emphatically with others
who have already spoken on this subject, in urg-
ing Cunfn-:s to lay the foundation for a great
national system of *aid to education at its next
session.

In this connection, and as germain to the sub-
Ject of education under national auspices, we
would niost respectfully and earnestly request
Congress to authorize the appointment of a com-
mission of three or more persons of suitable char-
acter and gualifications  to  ascertain the legal
claimants, as far as they can, to a large fund
now inthe United States” treasury, ap wropriated
for the payment of bountiés of ecolored
soldiers and” sallors; and to provide by law
that at the expiration of three or five
years the balance remaining in the treasury be
distributed nnlunf the colored colleges of the
country, giving the preference as to amounts to
the schools that are doing effective work in in-
dustrial branches,

FREEDMEN'S BANK,

The colored people have suffered much on ac-
count of the failure of the Freedmen's bank,
Their loss by this institution was a peculiar
hardship, coming as it did upon them in the days
of their greatest weakness. It is certain that the
depositors in this institution were led to believe
that as Congress had chartered it and established
its headquarters at the capital the Government
in some way was responsible for the safe keeping
of their money.

Without the dissemination of this belief it
would never have hiad the contidence of the pho-
ple as it did nor have secured sueh an immense
deposit.  Nobody authorized to speak for the
Government ever corrected this deception, but
on the contrary, Congress continued to logislate
for the bank as if all that had been claimed for
it was true.

Under these circumstances, together with
much more that might be said in £ vor of such &
Imeasure, we ask Congress to reimburse the un-
fortunate v.etims of that institution, and tnus
carry hope and Fh'u o many fresh encournge-
ment in the battle of life,

BOUNTY AND PENSION LAWS.

We desire, also, to call the attention of Con-
{.:mm and the country to the bounty aud pension
aws and to the filing of original cluims,  We ask
for the ?n.sa:fe of an act extending the time for
filing original elaims beyond the present limit,

This we do for the reason that many of the sol-
diers and sailors that served in the war of the re-
bellion and their heirs, and especially colored
claimants living in parts of the country where
they have but meagre means of information,

have been and still are ignorant of their rights
and the methods of enforcing them.

But while we urge these duties on Congress and
the country, we must never forget that any race
worth living will live, and whether Congress
heeds our request in these and other particulars
or uot, we must demonstrate our capacity to
live by living, We must acquire Eroperty and
educate the hands and hearts and heads of our
children, whether we are helped or not, Races
that fail to do these things die politically and so-
cially, and are only fit to die,

One great source of independence that has
been suufhb by multitudes of our white fellow-
citizens 18 still open to us; we refer to the publie
lands in the great West, The amazing rapidity
witl which the public lands are being taken up
warns us that we must lay hold of this opportu-
nity soon, or it will be gone forever. The Gov-
ernment gives to every actual settler, under cer-
tain conditions, 160 seres of land, By address-
ing a letter to the United States Land Office,
Washington, . C., any person will receive full
information in regard to this subject. Thou-
sands of white men have settled on these lanids
with searcely any money beyond their immedi-
ate wants, and in a few &J«am have found them-
selves the lords of o 160 acre farm, Letus do
ikewise,

CIVIL RIGHTS,

The right of every American citizen to select
his own society and invite whom he will to his
awn parlor and table, should be sacredly re
spected. A man's house is his castle, and he
has a right to admit or refu e admission to it as
he may please, and defend his house from all in-
truders even with foree, if need be.  This right
belongs to the humblest not less than the high-
est, and the exercise of it by any of our citizens
to ward anybody or class who may presume to
intrude, should cause no complaint, for each
and all may exercise the same right toward
whom he will,

When he quits his home and goes upon the pub-
lic street, enters a public cur or a public house, he
has no exclusive right of occupancy. He s only
a part of the great pnblic, and while he has the
right to walk, ride and be accommodated with
food and shelter in a public conveyance or hotel, he
has no exclusive riﬁlnt to say that another citizen,
tall or short, black or white, shall not have the
sume civil treatment with himself, The argeu-
ment against equal rights at hotels is very in-
properly put upon the ground that the exercise
of such rights, it is insisted, is social equality.
But this ground is unreasonable, 1t s hard to
say what soclal equality is, but it is certain that
going into the same street-car, hotel or steam-
boat eubin, does not make any man society for
another any more than flying in the same air
makes all birds of one feather,

Two men may be seated at the same table at
a hotel, one may be a Webster in intellect, and
the other o Guiteau in feebleness of mind and
morals, and, of course, socially and intellectually
they are as wide apart as are the poles of the
moral universe, but their civil rights are the same.
The aistinction between the two sorts of equality
Is broad and plain to the understanding of the
most limited, and yet, blinded hy prejudice, men
never cease to confound one with the other, and
allow themselves to infringe the civil rights of
their fellow-citizes, as if those rights were in
some way in violation of their social rights,

That this deninl of rights to us is because of our
color, onllr as eolor is a badge of condition, is
manifestin the fact thit no matter how decently
dressed or well-behaved a colored man may be,
be is denied civil treatment in the ways thus
pointed ont, unless he comes as a servant, His
color, not his character, determines the place he
shall hold and the kind of treatment he shall re-
celve. That this is due to a prejudice and has no
rational prineiple under it, is seen in the fact that
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the presence of colored persons in hotels and rail
carsisonly offensive when they are there as guests
and passengers. As servants they are welcome, bhut
a8 equal citizens they are not. " It is also seen in
the further fact that nowhere else on the globe,
except in the United States, are colored people
subject to insult and outrage on account of col-
or, The ecolored traveler in Europe does not
meet it, and we denounce it here as a :llnu.irm to
American civilization and American religion and
as a violation of the spirit and letter of the Con-
stitution of the United States. From those courts
which have solemnly sworn  to support the Con-
stitution and that yet treat this provision of it
with contempt we appeal to the people, and eall
upon our friends to remember our civil rights at
the ballot-box. On the point of the two equali-
ties we are determined to be understood,

We leave social equality where it should be
left, with each individual man and woinan. No
law can regulate or control it. It isa matter
with which Governments have nothing what-
everto do. Each may choose his own (riends and
associates  without interference or dictation of,
any.

POLITICAL EQUALITY,

Flagrant as have been the outrages com-
mitted upon colored eitizens in respect to their
eivil rights, more flagraut, shocking and sean-
dalous still have been the outrages committed
upon our political rights, by means of bull-doz-
ing and l\uklu:dnfr. Mississippi plans, frauduelnt
counts, tissue ballots and the like devices, Three
States in which the colored people outnumber
the white population are without * colored repre-
sentation and their political voice suppressed,
The colored citizens in those States are virtnally
disfranchised, the Constitution held in utter con-
tempt and its provisions nullified.  This has been
done in the face of the Republican party and
suceessive Republican Administrations.

It was once said by the great O'Connell that
the history of Ireland mizht be traced like a
wounded man through a crowd by the blood, and
the same may be truly said of the history of the
¢ olored voters of the South,

They have marched to the ballot-box in face of
Floamhu: weapons, wounds and death. The
uive been abandoned by the Government and left
to the laws of nature. So far as they are con-
cerned, there is no Government or Constitution
of the United States,

Tlu?' are under control of a foul, haggard and
damning conspiracy against reason, law and con-
stitution, How you can be indifferent, how any
leading colored men can allow themselves to be
silentin presence of this state of things, we can
not see, Z

“Should tongues be mute while deeds are
wrought which well might shame extremest
hell*  And yet they are mute, and condern our
assembling here to speak out in manly tones
against the continuance of this infernal reign of
terror.

This is no question of x]umy. It is a question of
law and government. It Is a question whether
men shall be Protecr.ed by law or be left to the
merey of eyelones of anarchy and bloodshed. 1t
is whether the Government or the mob shall rule

land; whether the promises solemuly made
to us in the Constitution be manfully kept or
meanly and !!ngrantl{ broken. Upon this vital
point we ask the whole people of the United

States to take notice that whatever of political
power we have shall be exerted for no man of
any party who will not in advance of election
romise to use every power given him by the
iovernment, State or National, to make the
black man's path to the ballot-box as straight,
smooth and safe as that of any other American
citizen,
POLITICAL AMBITION,

Weare as a people often reproached with am-
bition for political offices and honors. We are
not ashamed of _this alleged ambition. Our des-
titution of such ambition wounld be our real
shame.  1f the six millions and a half of people
whom we represent could develop no aspirants
to poiitical office and honor under this Govern-
ment, their mental indifference, barrenness and
stolidity might well enough be taken as proof of
their unfitness for American eitizenship.

It is no erime to ssck or hold ofMee, If it were
it would take a larger space than that of Noah's
Ark to hold the white criminals,

One of the charges against this convention is
that it seeks for the colored people a larger share
than they now possess in the offices and emolu-
ments of the Government,

We are now significantly reminded by even one
of our own members that” we are on twenty

rears out of slavery, and we ought therefore to

e modest in ouraspirations. Such leaders should
remember that men will not be religious when the
devil turns preacher,

The inveterate and persistent office-seeker and
office-holder should be modest when he preaches
that virtue to others which he does not himself
};mctlce. Woolsey could not tell Cromwell to

ing awny ambition properly only when he had
flung away his own.

We are far from affirming that there may not
be too much zeal among colored men in pursuit
of political preferment; but the fault is not
wholly theirs, They have young men amon
them noble and true, who are educated and intel-
ligent—fit to engage in enterprise of *'pith aud
moment' —who find tlwmmvl‘vos shut out from
nearly all the avenues of,wealth and respectauili-
tiv. and hence they turn their attention to poli-
tics, They do so because they can find nothing
else.  The best cure for the evil is to throw open
other avenues and activities to them.

We shall never cease to be a despised and per-
secuted class while we are known to be excluded
blyonr color from all important positions under
the Government,

While we do not make office the one thing im-
portant, nor the one condition of our alllauce
with any party, and hold that the welfare, pros.
perity and happiness of our whole coun-
try is the true criterion of political action for
ourselves and for ail men, we can not disguise
from ourselves the fact that our persistent
exclusion from ofice as a class is o great Wrong,
fraught with injury, and ought to be resented
and op by all reasonable and effective
MEans in our power.

We hold it to be self-evident that no class or
color shiould be the exclusive rulers of this coun-
try. If there is such a ruling class, thers must
of course be a subject class, and when this condi-
tion ils o;:couusmb lah’ed thju ttiovolmment of the

ple, by the people and for the people, will
ave perished from the earth, people,
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