The Situaticn in ‘alestine
Statement at Sabbath services Ootober 15th 1938
llorris 3. lLazaron
Jewish need is great; Jewish tragedy is heartbreaking; Jewish problems so
overwhelming Jews alone connot meet theme But the misery of Jewish life is only a
part of the misery of the world and will de mitigat ed when the world misery is niti-

gatede Whatever philosophy and )rocrau we Jews promote must be an item in a worldwide
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cmopuatin catmrho to utsblhh Jnauco and poano -ou cho nagiom. It 13 only
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by viewing twmo utmtim as 8 purt ot thil wrld picture that we can mse it
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in proper foocus, work harmoniously and helpfully with our natural allies, serve our

own good and performm owr tradit ional function as religious teacher.
We must resolutely subjeot feelings to faots and dreams to realities., This

is no easy task. But in the end some measure of ther dreams may come true.

Stripped of all collateral issues the Palestine situat ion poses two major

Feakimms questions to imerican Jews: \§ :

l-fn the light of the dire need to find homes for persecuted Jews
what stand shall be taken with reference to restrioction of immigra-
“tiomn into Palestine?
2-What stand shall be taken with reference to the Balfour Declaratim
and the British ilandate for Falestine?
To answer these (ueations it is necessary to state the Zionist, irab, British and
A
United States Covermment positionse &\
The Zionist position may be stated as ®llows: The Jewish title to Palestine
is in the heart of the Jew. a» well as in the pages of sacred literature. Wherever the
Jew lived he looked with hope to the land he called and still calls Erets Israel, the
land of Israel. This dream of Zion rebuilt entered the realm of prabtical politios in
1917 when Britain issued the Balfour Declarat ion and lat @ accepted from the League of
Nations the Mandate to cadory it out., Jewlish settlament proceeded slowly at first them
quickly as aonditions of oppression rose in Zuropean lands till today there are approxi-
mately 430,000 Jews in Palestines The land Jews own was purchased. Arab standards of
living have been raised by the presence of the Jew. The Jew and only the Jew has the

means and the mind to develop the land to the alvantage of both Arad and Jew. But the
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pressing need to find outlet for Jewish immigration necessitates a firm stand before
Arad threats and possible British weakness. Britain is obligated by treaty with the
United States not to make any changes ha the iandat e without consultat ion with the
United States. Jowish immigration into Palestine must cmtinue and whatever plan be
adopted must guarantee the establishment of a Jewish State.

The mb position maintains: Qut title to Palestine is our long, uninterrmpted
residence on the land, 1300 years of contimmal occupation. Britain made promises to us
also when hard-pressed during tho’ last ware We hold her to those promises. Arab natiene
alisn is a fact in Palestine as well as im other parts of the Near Esst. Ve shall cone
tinue our guerilla war against Jews and British till all immigratioxn is stopped and the
m for a Jewish state is dropped.

What Britain will finally 4o is not yet clear. She mads two promises under
pressure of war need, one to the Jews, the other to the irabs. Up to the present she
has steered a middle course, she declares, at tempting to fulfill both and susceeding in
satisfying neither. Beleagured by Germany and Italy, her economic and political empire
threatened on the continent of Inrope and at strategic points throughout the worlad,
Palestine is a vital link whick binds together the far-flung commonwealth of nations,
dependencies and pecples. With every good will in the world toward both Jew and Arab,
the custodians and guardians of the British Bmpire will and must in the end & what is
today necessary to maintain the empire whose very existence is at stakeeq

The United States finds itself in the midst of these mxmxxxkiy apparently
irrecomcilable claims and interests. Pressed by Zionists becamse of the treaty arrange-
ment with Great Britain concerning the Declaration and the Mandate, anxious to fulfill
this obligation and at the same time exert a humanitarian influence for an oppressed
people, the State Depertment finds itself forced to consider the positiom of the Sritish
Empire, our ally in the last war and our potential and probable ally in the next, whenm
and if it comes,

The United States government probably will insist upon its right to be consult-
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o4 by Britain before any change is made in the status of Palestine., It dms already an-
anounced (yesterday, Oot. 14th] that it will take all measures neccessary for the pro-
tection of American rights and interests in Palestine. But no matter how deeply omr
government may feel the humanitarian urge not how stroag the pressure it may exert upon
Britdin, Britain will & what is best for her own self-preserwation. Brifain may well
says Uhen I accepted the Mandate I showed my good will but conditions ave different mow.
Shall the United States press the issue to the point of irritation? Will our government
make no further representat lons because of the larger issues involved, dasing its stand oa
the changed conditions in ralestine and in the world and pledging further and persistent
effort %o make more effective the refugee aid begun at the Evian Conference? | Is it worth
while for imerican Jews to press a ¢laim which by its very nature cannot be realiszed
and sucoesd only in irritating all parties who up to now have deon friendly to Jewish
hope ard need? Is 1% not the part of wisdom to consider what possible good can yet be
salvaged from the cogiplicated situation?

The Moslem Congress which adjourned a few days age passed a nine point memoran~
dum on the Palestine gquestion of whic)h the two most Lmportant are:

1~ The Balfour Deelaration mmst be considered mull and volde
2~ Jewish immigration to Pslestine must cease.

Is any compromise pessible and what position might imerican Jews take to further peace
in the Holy Lané?

The immediate and pressing nesd h homes for Jows. Hany Jews will be willing
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froa Britdn? The a‘m eamt songuer tb lnd. Do thay mimuly uxpaet mland to do
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80? Particularly with her vast irad populat ions in other areas of ths east? That means

ware rIven if sich a war were sucoessful the nusoent Jewish Stat o would sit uncomfortably

on bayonets over a subjugated and rebellious irsb population, Vhat help would such &

state be as an outlet for persecuted Jews? Would anyome want to bring Jewish children out

of the Nasi frying pem into the Falestine fire?
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Hard though it is tu ran counter o the deepest convict ions of so many 'hroﬁcr

Jews I take the position tlut mncu Juu dhwl( xn-ut o:n the prlmry llun mm
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for ou- pormutul bnthrq. mrica Jows wiho are not Jewish Wat lonalists M who still

care for rtlntina are vnnw to relinguieh the Balfour Declaration for guarantees of
immigration possibilities in Palestine to the limit of the land's ecomomig capacity

tc absorb them and perhaps during the prosent smergengy to help support Jew s in ?&.‘hstim
beyond that limit. ilany mrxm Jews dosire b dicmiah th-nlvu cneircly treu the

pelitical aspects of the ms jon n 011 of its manifestat ions. Wo gmla come t0 m
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arrangesent with tho Arﬁn by nguoﬁn: to ach an Mgmtien as wuld guist Arah ﬁars

of Jowish dominat ion and at the same time af ford spdstantial out let for the prum
from m)t.% bel feve we have a right to insist that Britain go thad far. ruruumu
we believe thnt a community of over 400,000 samls sich as now lives in Falestine iq an
scomomic magnet whose ordinary needs with the help which Jews throughout the world an
prepared to give will bring the Jewish ocenter mormal and heal thy growth. We can seos ’both
reason and good ia the aaubllmt of a hhlﬁne suu umr tho a.och of tho Brﬁ:&ﬂ
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BEmpire, with heal self mumtn hr u&s and anc. Ovor a period ef ;para ﬂ'r*ﬁon
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and ill-runng -enu bo ntintcd and zho vul to ”—-owaum will develope. In cho eu

sash s Falestine State could be a blessing to both iradb and Jew and a bulwark to tht
British Dmpire and the free peoples of the wrlde Such a plan would eliminate the ox- &
tremists in Palestine, lioreover it will remove from imerican Jéwish life s source Q:g "\
constant and bitter controversye

In 2 time when ikaxwmuxii there is danger the woarld may be -doa!hlbh‘#(

our om country disrupted by pressure groups of all sorts, mxpumxxaxk lst us Jews ut p
exanple of restraint and sacrifice and forbearande. Zion ean be an exaliing m rithgnt
a state mow or in the futpre as it has been in the past. Ingiand has ﬂmw :
friendliness even though it did co-incide with her meecd. The democracies are m mtml
allies; Does it not behoovax us to make their hard perillous way less cnfﬁultﬂ thh

welfare in the world stands or falle with the existence of the free countries. mmm
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and recognise it or they like it and recognize ir or not, the destiny of the United

Jowish
States is lnevitably linked. Hearly two thousand years age a figure stepped out of

Palestine on the stage of history. The influence of that single Jew has transformed

; in that seifsame land
our western civilization. Now perhaps, today, his people, the Jewish pecple by a

supreme act of insight and loyalty te 4¢s om spiritual genius may play its part in

the great struggle for Justice and freedom and human bro therhoods




