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T 71M situation in Palestine 
statement at sabbath servioas ootoher lota 1938 

Morris 3. Laxaron 

Jewish aaed It great! Jewi jg tragedy i s heartbreaking; Jewish problems so 

overwhelming Jaws alone cannot meet then* Bat the misery of Jewish l i fe la only a 

part of tha misery of the world and will he mitigated when the as rid misery la miti­

gated. Whatever philosophy and program aa Jewa promote mast ha aa Ilea la a. worldwide 

eo-cperative enterprise to establish Justice and peaoe among tha nations* It la only 

by Tiawing the Palestine situation as a past of this world pleture that we oan is a It 

In pro par fooua* work harmoniously and helpfully with our natural a l l i e s , aerra oar 

own goad and perfom our traditional function as religioua teacher* 

I s must reeelutely subject feelings to fasts and dreams to realities* This 

as as assy task* But ia the said some measure of thea dreams may soma true* 

Stripped of a l l collateral lasues the Palestine situation poses two major 

prshisma questiona to American Jewoj 

1-tn tils light of the dire aasd to find homes for persecuted Jaws 
what stand shall be taken vita ref erenoe id restrlotlon of immigra­
tion into Palestine? 

8-What stand shall be taken with reference to the Balfour Deolarat ion 
sad tha British Mandate far Palestine? 

fa answer these questions it is necessary to stats the Zionist, Arab, British sad 

United Statss Government positions* 

The Zionist position may bs stated tm fellowst The Jewish t i t l e to Palestine 

i s la the heart of tha Jaw* as wall aa ia tha pagaa of sacred literature* Wherever tha 

Jew lived ha looked with hope to tha land at sal lad and s t i l l sai ls Krsts Israel, tha 

land of Israel. This drema of Zloa rebuilt entered the realm of prattical polities la 

1917 whan Britain laaaad tha Balfour Declaration and later accepted from the League sf 

Hat ions the Mandate to catfory It fat* Jewish ssttlemsnt proceeded slowly at first then 

quickly as oonditions of oppression rose in European lands t i l l today there are approxi 

matsly 4B0,0Q0 Jewa ia Palestine* The land Jews own was purchased. Arab standards Sf 

living have been raised by the presence of the Jew* The Jew sad snly the Jew has the 

means and the mind to develop tha land to the advantage of both Arab and Jew. Bat tha 



treating need to find outlet for Jewiah immigration neceasitatee a firm atand befbre 

Arab threata and poasible British weakness* Britain i t obligated by treaty with tbe 

United State* not to wake any changes in the Mandat e w ithout eosanitation with the 

United State a. Jewish immigration Into Pale at in e mutt continue and whatever flan be 

adopted mutt guarantee the establishment of a Jewiah State* 

fhe Arab poaition malntaimsi Out t i t l e to Palestine la our long, uninterrupted 

residenoe on the land, 1300 years of continual occupation. Britain made promise* to mo 

alee when hard-pressed during the laat war* WO hold her to thoae promisee* Arab nation* 

niton i s n foot in Paleatine aa well no in other porta of tat Near Bast* We shall eon* 

tlnue onr guerilla nor againat Jowo and British t i l l all immlgration la atopped ond tbe 
demons' 
snxtx*. for a Jowiah state la dropped* 

What Britain will finally do ia not yet el ear* She mada two promisee under 

pressure of war need, one to the Jews, too other to the Arabe* Up to the present she 

has steered n middle course, aha deolarea, attempting to fulfi l l both and auoceedlng in 

aatlafying neither* Beleagured by Germany and Italy, her ooftwmio ond political empire 

threatened on the continent of Europe and at otratogie polnta throughout the world* 

Paleatine i t a rltal link which binda together the far-flung commonwealth of natlone, 

dependenoiot and peoples* with every good wil l in the world toward both Jew and Arab, 

the custodians and guardiana of the British aspire will and must in the sod do what i s 

today neeeaaary to maintain the empire whoso Tory existence i s at stake*, q 

The United statea finds i tself in the midat of theee aarpesntijc apparently 

irreooraoliable olalma and interests* Pressed by Zionists because of the treaty arrange­

ment vita Groat Britain concerning the Declaration and the Mandate, anxioua to fu l f i l l 

thia obligation and at ths same time exert a humanitarian influence for an opprooood 

people, the state Department finds Itself forced to eon at dor the position of the *rltieh 

Empire, onr ally la the lost war and onr potential and probable ally in the next, whom 

and i f i t oomeo* 

The United states government probably will inaiet upon ito right to bo consult-



•d by Britala before any chaage la Bate in the states of Palestine • It has already aa-

•iwiBBlii (yesterday. Oat* 14th) that 1% will take aft measures neccesHary far the fro* 

teetioa af American rights cadi interest a la Paleat ins • Bat ao matter how deeply ear 

ajBraramaat nay foal the humanitarian urge aot how stroag the pressure 1% may e » r t upon 

Brltain, Brltala wi l l do what Is hast for her owa eelf-presermt ioa. Brliala Bay well 

sayt Whoa I accepted the Mandate X showed ay good will tat condition* are different BOW. 
I 

Shall the Oalted states press tea lssae to the point of lrritat loaf Will our government 

make ao furlaoi represents* leas becaass vt the larger issues Involved, basl ng i t s staad ea 
\ 

the ehaaged conditions la Palestine and la the world and pledging further aad persistsat 

effort to sake oore effective the refugee aid began at the Brian Confer snoot Xa i t worth 

while for American Jews to arose a claim which ay i ts very nature caaaot ha realised 

aad saeeeed only In lrritat lag a l l part lee who en to sow hare bee a friendly to Jewish 

hope and need? Is i t net the part of wisdom to consider what possible good earn yet he 

salvaged from the complicated altaationt 

The leslea Coagresa which adjourned a few days ego passed a aiaa feint woo ran­

dan on the Palestine question af which the two neat ioportaat aret 

I- The Balfour ^eelaratloa anst ha ooasiderei null and vole* 
I - Jewish immigration to Palestine mast cease* 

la any compromise possible and what position night Asterlesa Jews take to farther peace 

la the ah ly Land? 

She tawed late eaat fsBjsslag need ia honeâ fjgŷ jJjaae* Many Jews will he willing 

to concede the f irst point i f the Arabs will eliminate the second* Snail lnsietonee that 

the Jewish State mast he wen nll i tate agaiast concessions from the Arabs sad gaarantees 

from Brltala? fhe Jews caaaot oonguer the lend* Bo they eerioualy expeet snglaad to do 

so? Pertloularly with nor vast Arah popalat ions la other areas af the east? Sa t means 

war* Iron i f such a war were successful the nascent Jewish State would s i t uncomfortably 

on bayonets aver a subjugated aad rebellious Arah population* What help would sash a 

state he ea en outlet for persecuted Jeaat Would anyone want to bring Jewish ehlldrea out 

af the Baal frying pan Into the Palestine fire? 



lard though i t Is to ran counter to the deepest ecaviot ions of «o many brother 

Jews I toko the position that American Jaws ahould i a i l i t o» the primary issues femes 

for oar swsootest; brethren* American Jews sh© are net Jewish Hat ionallsts but who s t i l l 
S—minim in'nĵ waewg 

care for Paleetiae aro willing to rsUneuish too tolaatsy Declaration for guarantees of 

immigration possibilities la Palestine to the Ualt of the land's •iwilipto capacity 

to absorb them aad perhaps tertog tho present oaorgSBoy to half support low s In Palestine 

beyond that limit* Many American Jars desire to dioosoiato then selves entirely from the 

political aspects of tho question ia a l l of i t s manifest at lone. Wo would oeao to scats 

arrangenant with tho iraho by agreeing to on oh an immigration ao mould inlet Arab fears . 
a^*te3tg^r^tjl»jSqr.Urig^agW^ 

of Jewish Gemination oat at tho earn* t too afford substantial oat tot tor ths pressors 

tron urope* W* believe wo have a right to Insist that Britain go that for* furthermore 

wo believe that a ecaraaaity of over 400,000 seals aeehaa now lives in Faleetine i s an 

economic aagnot whoso ordinary neede with tho ho to which Jewe throughout the world aro 

prepared to giro will bring the Jewish center ao riant and healthy growth, we can see hoth 

**a*oa * a 4 W*& tnlflne estahHsaasmit of a Palestine state ander tho aegis of the British 

aspire, witis local self governeatn tor Arabs and Jews* Over a period of years suspicion. 

aad i l l - fee ling would he adtigated aad the will to co-opera* loa wil l develop* to the/ end 

sash a Psleetias State could ho a hi easing to hoth Arab aad Jow and a bulwark t© ;tne\. 

British lapiro aad ties free poeplee of the world* Saoh a plan would eliminate the ex- , 

traaiets in Palest ins* Moreover i t will remove from American Jewish l i fe a source of wS? 

eonstaat ami bitter controversy* i^ jb 

to a time when —fT""—** there ia danger the world may be sado a shambles and 

oar ©WB country disrupted by pressure groups of a l l sexto. nasiBMsnacfc lot as Jews sat am,, 

oxamplo of restraint and saerifles aad forboarando. Zion earn bo aa exalting dream without 

a state mow or ia tho fatmro aa i t has been tot tho past* Sag; and has already all fall 

friendliness even though i t did oo-inoldo with hsr need* fhs democracies are oar natural 

I allleao Boos It not behooves: ao to make their hard, porilloao amy loss difficult? Jewish 
I, J£ j | t 

welfare la tho world stands or tolls with tho existence of the free countries* Palestine 
- - A . J I wk*f>i*r « • i l i a i t 



^-^M I'̂ to* iHfr- '-tt "-̂ '' jSiftS l i t e 
and recognise i t OP they like It and recognise ir or not, the destiny of the United 

Jeviaa 
States, to ineritably linked* Hearly two thousand years ago a figure steeped out of 

Palestine am ths stags of History* fae influanoa of that single Jaw baa transformed 
in that aa If sans land 

our wostarn eiTlllzation« Sew perhaps, today* Ala people* ths Jewish people "by a 

supreme aot of Insight and loyalty to i t s own spiritual genius nay play i t s part ia 

the great struggle for Justice and fre«dMtaad human brother hoed* 
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