
(175 frqtso 
GENOVA 4 4 

MEXICO CITY 
MEXICO, D. F. 

Dear Dannie 

M^KI^J^T^I I 
1 Nm MoH Ste Lv Lo | 

Dn 

rch 5, 195U< 

Al Ro , 

I do want |̂ F r̂i4̂ --yotr-tng-foT'ê fci go to Cuernavaca today. 
This attack of tegfila,„o£^^e^jaaagp]jafeu» which came so unex­
pectedly around Januar*y 23 was riot as bad as the one I had 
a year ago but was worse than the first attack which I had in 
August 1952. I was just getting over it when * had another 
attack just a week ago. I had been following the strictest kind 
of diet and taking all the possible precautions against a re­
currence so that 1 was really downcast over this last attack, 
This is Friday and ^ have beenvsin bed since Monday but I think 
it is altogether certain that the internal bleeding has stopped 
today. The doctor came in yesterday and said it was sure that 
the bleeding has stopped and I am going to Cuernavaca with Marie 
after lunch today and come up on Monday mormlnggThis attack 
has not left me as weak as the two preceding ones and I really 
feel quite fit in most respects. The whole thing, however, 
is very disturbing because this is the fourth attack since Augus 
1952 and there does not seem to be anything I can do to prevent 
them except an operation which * wish to avoid if * can. Dr. 
Zubirln who is really an excellent man, tells me that there is 
no reason that he can see why I should have an operation and 

I may not have another attack but of 
telling. The diet which I follow 
makes the whole thing more depressing 
What has really been upsetting is 
followed the preceding one by just 
the greatest care. 

he is of the opinion that 
course there is no way of 
is pretty severe but what 
is the uncertainty of it. 
that this last attack has 
a month even though I took though 

When I was i n New York i n June l a s t year and Marlon was 
not f e e l i n g we l l and Dr. Buckey made a ve ry thorough examin­
a t i o n of h e r , I took the oppo r tun i t y t o have a very thorough 
X-ray examinat ion and he could no t f i n d a t r a c e of the h e r n i a 
of the oesophagus. That was very encouraging , but exper ience 
here shows t h a t i t i s f o r t u n a t e l y one of t hose which come and 
go and t h e r e i s no permanent sac above the diaphragm. I t 
j u s t happened not to show a t a l l dur ing the ve ry c a r e f u l 
examinat ion which Dr . Buckey made and he i s one of the b e s t 
X-ray men, 1 thUpk, t o be found anywhere. 

Dr. Buckey t o l d me in June l a s t y e a r t h a t he had had an 
o p e r a t i o n f o r the same th ing and I t h i n k he must be ae old a s 
I am and he looked wonderful t h e n . The only t h i n g fo r me t o do 
i s t o take as good care of myself as I can no t t o provoke anoth* 
a t t a c k , and when Marion and I go up n o r t h a t the beginning of 
June I w i l l have Dr. Buckey make another f u l l examinat ion and 
t a l k s wi th t h e doc to r s about i t t h e r e . As a mat te r of f a c t , 

D.N.Heineman, Esq, 
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however, I feel sure that my doctor here is as good as any 
that could be found, and thevhave excellent X-ray equipment 
and specialists in the Hosplxal to which you made that contrib­
ution last year* 

This is anough about my health, but I thought you would 
want to have the details, I am coming up from Cuemavaca on 
Monday morning but I shall stay at the house the first part 
of the week instead of going to the office as I can keep in 
touch very closely from the house here, I want to be here all 
of next week as we shall have to have our labor negotiations 
straightened out by March 16 which is the deadline. These 
negotiations mean a lot to us and just what the Government 
does about the whole matter will be a pretty good indication 
of a lot of things here, Mr. ̂ aryssael and I have personally 
seen the Ministers of Labor and of Economy and also the Min­
ister of Finance who told us that he would be sure to have the 
president fully informed© If the Government does not do the 
right thing it will not be our fault because we have trade it 
very clear to all the Ministers concerned and have made sure 
that the President will know what the major implications and 
consequences of the settlement may be. I myself am optimistic 
about the outcome because there is so much at stake for the 
government as well as for us. That we will have to pay an in­
crease in wages is certain but the important thing is that every­
body understands that the adjustment factor be promptly ap­
plied and that we get the posts of confidence etc. that we 
have asked for and that are necessary to proper management. 

Bringing in Rivera has been a great help. He is a good 
man and he stands well in all responsible circles and I think 
those who have been our friends here and trying to help us 
are very understanding and appreciative of this action of 
the Company. I have had him in mind as Administrative 
Director for a year, but I was doubtful as to whether we 
would be able to get him. 

Draper called me on his return from Europe and he told 
me that you and he were going to Toronto togetherfor the 
Board meeting yesterday. I am very glad that you could go. 
I wish I could have been there but I doubt now that I will be 
able to go north before June. I had wished so much to make a 
brief trip north while you and Brosens were there but I did 
not feel up to it and now that I have had this other attack 
immediately following the last I think more than ever that it 
would be imprudent to travel,, Are you still planning to make 
the trip to Brussels at the end of the month? I resent very 
much the idea that you should have to do a thing like that when 
others should be doing this. 

GENOVA 4-4 
MEXICO CITY 
MEXICO, D. F. 
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I am a little sad these days, Dannie, because you know 
how much I am interested in Mexlight. You were all very nice 
in wanting me to stay on as Honorary Chairman etc. and this 
will enable me to keep in touch with the Company affairs and 
I hope to continue to be helpful. During this last week in 

bed I had some time to do a little thinking and when I think 
of what we were able to accomplish in the last six years 
for the Company, it is really something unusual. I would like 
to think that the worst of it is over. Our Mexican friends, 
I think, realize how much they need us and I hope they will 
have the courage to do the right things. In any event these 
last six years have been one of the most interesting experience 
of a long life and the thing that gives me the greatest satis­
faction is that I may at least have been able to take some 
of the burdens from your shoulders and I hope I have not added 
anything. 

Our little house into which we are moving in the next 
six weeks or so, is really going to be very comfortable, but 
we will make the house in Cuernavaca which is so much larger 
our principal home and place to live. I think we will 
spend about four days of the week here and three in Cuerna­
vaca, without making any fixed rule. 

I have been thinking so much of Jimmy and Edna, I under­
stand that Edna is getting on very well. Tell her that I have 
often thought of her and that I am so happy that she is better. 
I am delighted that things went 60 well with Jimmy because 
his operation is really a delicate one and in some ways a 
dangerous one but it seemed unavoidable. We were tremendous­
ly relieved when we learned that the operation was really a 
success. Jimmy is a fine boy and you can really be very 
proud of him. I think that character is one of the things 
that count most and Jimmy, without being a particle soft, 
has real character. This experience that he has been going 
through in the hospital must have been really terribly trying 
and it will nfit be pleasant for hla for several months to 
come. Tell Jimmy and June that I am looking forward to see­
ing them both in June. 

there is no use trying to write about the things that I 
would like to talk over with you because it would take a book. 
I do hope that you are feeling better and that the head­
aches have disappeared. Everybody who has seen you tells me 
how wonderful you look. We have to find a way after you 
return from this trip to Europe to have some weeks together 
either here or in the north. 

I cannot tell you how relieved I am today, as this 
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last attack was very trying morally and physically, but 
I am hoping that there will not be another. Marion joins 
in love and good wishes to allthe family. 

Cordially *md faithfully yours, 

George S. Messersmith, 

P.S. This new Assistant Secretary for Latin American Affairs, 
Holland, worked for me here all during my stay here as Ambas­
sador to Mexico and he is a fine character. He will do the 
things that tee hoped that Cabot would do. I would like to 
write you about Holland, but there are lots of things that I 
do not want to put on paper. I can tell you,however, that 
he did not want the job but wanted to stay in his law practice 
in Houston. Dulles and Bedell Smith did the right in 
being insistent and I think that when I saw Holland here in 
Mexico City right after Christmas or New Year I convinced 
him that it was the thing to do* 

GSM/go 
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