
Vienna, March 20 , 1936, 

Dear F e i s : 

I have wr i t t en the Department recent ly seve ra l 
t ines with regard to the Austro—Czechoslovsk t rade 
t rea ty* The t r e a t y i t s e l f w i l l be- signed towards 
the end of t h i s month when t h e Chancellor and Foreign 
Minister r e tu rn from Home. I t I s now completed. 
The d e t a i l s , however, w i l l not be made, known ful ly 
u n t i l i t s s igna tu re . Such information as I have 
been able t o get concerning the d e t a i l * , I have given 
to the Commercial Attache, who has prepared tlie 
appended r e p o r t . I thought you would be i n t e r e s t ed 
in t h i s preliminary information, as I understand our 
negot ia t ions wi fil Czechoslovakia have s t a r t e d . 

I had planned to re turn home to see my e igh ty -
seven years old mother over the Christmas holidays* 
She i s f a i r l y wel l , but her doctor t e l l s me t h a t her 
heart i s i n a precarious condit ion and tha t she may 
pass away a t any t ime. I did not go home for the 
Christaas hol idays , as i t was necessary to stay here 
to put through the purchase of t he Legation, which 
we would have los t had the purchase not been made in 
January* I have been planning t o s a i l on the 
MANHATTAN on April 8 th , bu t the las t t en days have 
made i t doubtful whether i t would be wise to l eave . 
The Anglo-French agreement l a s t evening, while i t i s 
far from s e t t l i n g the position*, does, I be l ieve , make 
i t almost ce r t a in t h a t nothing w i l l happen i n the next 
months. Nothing has r ea l l y been s e t t l e d and t h e 
general pos i t ion i s , perhaps, more precarious and more 
f u l l of p o t e n t i a l i t i e s than before. The most one can 
say i s t ha t a c r i s i s has been passed through, and, i n 
my opinion, not any too well* Things w i l l not be 
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uuie t , but any explosion i s pushed off for some months. 
I th ink , the re fore , i t wi l l be better to go hoae now 
than to put i t off . I am therefor* planning t o s a i l 
on April 8 th , and I s h a l l be i n Washington for a few 
days around tho 17th o r 18th a t the l a t e s t . I look 
forward very much to seeing you then and to a good 
ta lk* 

With very best wishes to you and Mrs. Pels , 

Fa i thfu l ly yours, 


