












































































































































































































































































































146 IE<I>®AE 

r6KOS "/0..P U"fa1rii Kapra, Kal uwf rn, OliXei. 
€"/W'YE xdpwP TWPOE 1rpos xapd:urarop 
ri:.KPOP "fEP*uoµai; Karauxli:P OE'i: xi:.pas. 
a'A'A', Ci) <paEtPO..S oupaPOU PalwP 1rrvxas 
8E6s, (]'l) o' a'A'Ao µoi Ki:.'Am· EUX~P 1ro8E'is. 
O.KWP TEAEtP µl:.'A'Aw 01:.'Anµa O'OU ra'Aas ; 
OUK €0'0'Erat. O'OL 1rpwrop E1KHP XP~ (3porovs. 
a'A'A' €p"fOP auroxdp r60E Ota1rpatoµa,; 
l:tw'Aes l:urlP. /Jy;iP OU r A*O'W (3'Ai:.1rHP 
Tf.KPOV. 7rf.pHP "fO..p T~P Of.prJP avr~S (3apu. 
a.KOS o' IJµws OV0€P POO'{g ravrn 1rapa. 
<pEU <pEu, rt ol:.pKW; Tf.KPOP l:1rap~'/l.0/:.p 7rOTE. 

8TI'ATHP 

E7rEL ra 1rap8EPEt' €KAavu' EP a11rEa'tP 
TWP op0LwP opwP, KLw 1rpos owµara 
7r0.Atl'° 1rapeiµl O'Ol, 1rarEp. OuuoP raPUP 
ro Ouµa. uwµ' 'froiµoP. OU µ7JO€P rpl:.w. 

IE<I>8AE 

Ci) Ov"farEp, Ci) EA7rLS "/f.POvs, (]'€ PUP KaPw; 
ras XEtpas alµatw K6p7JS reg aZµan; 
pL"fEl P6os. 0P*O'KHP µ' aµHPOP V7r€p ui:.0EP. 

1050 

1055 

1060 

1046. TOKos] TOKEVS scribendum II ,yap a,ya1rii] OE <FT<P'YEl T 

1049. Cf. Eur. Phoen., vss. 84-5: a">-.">-.', w q,aewas ovpavov 
valwv 1rrvxcis I ZeiJ. 
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A father's love is strong, and fain would save. 
Shall I then show myself beneath the beast, 
And do this wrong to her, a child most fair? 

o! I must stay my hand. Yet Thou, 0 God, 
Who dwellest in the shining vales of heaven, 
Thou dost forbid; Thou dost exact the vow. 1050 
Am I then, wretched man, to do Thy will 
And yet not bend my will to Thine? Ah no! 
To Thee 'fore all must mortals bow. And yet 
Am I with my own hand to do this deed? 
Accursed thought l To look her in the face, 
To pierce her throat-'tis more than I can do. 1055 
Yet is no cure at hand for this my plight. 
What! Do I see my child returned again? 
Ah, woe is me! 

Enter DAUGHTER and HANDMAIDENS (left) 

DAUGHTER 

Since on the lofty mountain-tops I have 
For my virginity bewailed, I come 
Homeward again. Lo, father, I am here! 1060 
Offer the victim now in sacrifice. 
Here is my body. And I do not shrink. 

JEPHTHAH 

Daughter! My only hope of progeny 
In years to come! Can I now lay thee low? 
And can I stain my hand with thy pure blood? 
My mind revolts. 'Tis better that for thee 



148 

ovTws o.1raAAo.tw <JE KrJpos, KaL -yoov 
EµaVTOV apn· TOVTO {JeATL<lTOV 7rEAH. 

0TI'ATHP 

OUK /iv ')'EVOLT0° OLaAVELV EVX'YJV 0e;\.m; 
1rel0ov 8t4)· TO o' 'ep-yov Ep-yo.tov µo.Aa. 
loov, 1rapetw µETCJ. 1rpo0vµlas OEP'YJV. 

IE<l>0AE 

w EV')'EV'YJS voos. Alav 0ap<Jlis, TEKvov. 
T"ts o.vetETat TOLOVOE <Jwµa KaKTaVEtV ; 
w 'YJOOV'YJ fJlov, Es OLKovs EL<Jt0L. 
OVJLS o' o.etu TOIi (J"TOVOV" XWPEL rnxv. 

0TI'ATHP 

0eAW. 8rniJ µEVTOL Of'Y]<JOµat 7rpLV av 
06.votµL· TOVTO -ya.p EV<JE{Jes, 1ranp, OOKEt. 
fo. TfAEVT'Y]<lW EV ELP'YJVTJ TOTE. 
w 1l"O.VT 1 l0vvwv EV OE -yfi KaL o' ovpav4) 
'Y]µwv 8tos, fJ;\.ey;ov AaTpLV <Je0tv LAEWS" 
OLKTELpE TOV 7raTpos" ODS ELP'YJV'Y}V x0ovl· 
Kov<fnt t 1rev0os µ'Y}TEpos· ODS Kapnpov 
EµOL voov, ODS v1roµOV'Y]V 1rpos TOIi µopov. 
TO 0vµa o' EV7rpO<lOEKTOV Tl, 1rpO<lEVXOµaL. 

1065. o-E] O"E T 
1068. To o'J .. oo' J 
1074. µ<VTOL] o' 5µw, T 
107 5. -yap] µiv T 

1065 

1070 

1075 

1080 

1078. AaTp1v o-W,v lJ\,w,] µiv AaTplv o-,0,v tJ\,wo in ras. J, 
(µiv delet.) 
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I should myself face death. Thus shall I rid 1065 
Thee of thy doom, and forthwith rid myself 
Of lamentation; 'tis the better way. 

DAUGHTER 

It may not be. What! Wilt thou break thy vow? 
Yield rather unto God, and do thy task. 
Lo! Freely will I offer thee my throat. 

JEPHTHAH 

0 noble spirit! Thy courage is too high. 1070 
How can one bear to slay a thing so fair? 
Joy of my life, I pray thee go within. 
Quick! for the sight of thee adds to my woe. 

DAUGHTER 

I go; but I will pray to God before 
I die. That is for me my pious duty. 1075 
Let be. I then shall meet my end in peace. 
0 Thou, our God, ruler of all on earth 
And in the heaven, mercifully look 
Upon Thine handmaid, be compassionate 
Toward my father, give the country peace, 
Lighten my mother's anguish, grant to me 1080 
Brave heart and patient strength to meet my doom. 
I pray that to Thine eyes the sacrifice 
May be well-pleasing. Of my own free will 



150 1E<W>AE 

EKOV<ra 011*<rKW 'lrEPL x00116s. rrv µl:.11, 8Eos, 
KOµLfE T~JI if;vx*11, TO rrwµa KpV'lrTETW 
xi:.prros. <f,lAoL 1r6.11us, ra11D11 µoL xalpEu· 
xalpETE, ')'OJ/ELS, 'lrOAlTaL TE 'lrO./ITES, xalpETE. 
vµw11 il1rEp KarolxoµaL, KaL li' Ev01:.ws 

»'b/;Err0E. KO.'lr/lOS OOE {3los. a<f>a11lt ETaL 
»TO.XLirra· 'lrATJp~s rrvµ<f>opo.s, 'lrATJp~s -yoov. 
ihmµL 1rpos T~/1 K~pa· 'lrO./ITES, xalpETE. 

IE<I>8AE 

ot µoL, r't µi:.AAw E'lrL {3lov; r't <f>ws {3}..l:.1rw ; 
<pEV </>Ev, a1rl:.pxoµaL 1rpos ip')'0/1 ii0ALO/I. 
w EVµEll~S 8Eos, TO 0Dµa 1rporrof:.xov 
EVKaplilws. rrv rrv-y-yl11wrrK' a{3ovA'ta11 
µoL T*/IOE, KaL <ppOIIEL/1 i1rELTa lios KaAws. 
<pvAaTTE Aao/1 rrov, 'lrOAEµlovs Kal KTO./IE. 
<T'lrEVOW 1rpos olKla11· O<pEAAW TO/I <TT0/10/1 
re;) µEAAEµEII. xalpETE, -yi:.pOIITES µoL <f,lAOL. 
8Ec;l 1rpo<rEVXErr0aL xpl:.w11 1rEpl 0vrrlas. 

XOPO~ 

w </>LATO.TT} KOPTJ, 
Evoatµo11ol7Js lita xpo11ov. 

IaJJ,j3•to, JJ,LKTo(. 

1085. µo, xalpETE] .~ 1rpO.TTETE J 
1087. o' om. J 
1095. µo,] µol J 
1096. CTOU] CTOU J 
1097. UTOVOV] "(OOV T 
1100. µLKTOl] uxMov alµETpOL J 

1085 

1090 

1095 

1100 
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I die for country's sake. Do Thou, 0 God, 
Receive my soul, and let my body rest 
Beneath the earth. And now, all whom I love, 1085 
Farewell! Parents, farewell! And townsmen all! 
For your sake I go down to death; and ye 

»Shall follow straight. Our life is but a vapor, 
»Swiftly dissolving, fraught with grief and woe. 
I go to meet death's angel. Farewell, all! 1090 

[Exit with HANDMAIDENS into town. 

JEPHTHAH 

Why do I linger in the paths of life? 
Why look upon the light? Alas! Alas! 
I go to do the wretched deed I must. 
0 gracious God, accept the sacrifice 
With loving kindness. Thy forgiveness grant 
For this my thoughtless folly, and bestow. 1095 
A right mind in the time to come. Protect 
Thy people, slay the foe. I go in haste 
Homeward; my grief grows greater with delay. 
Farewell, ye elders whom I love! To God 
Present your prayers touching our sacrifice. 

[Exit with ATTENDANTS into town. 

CHORUS 

0 dearest maid, I pray 
Thy fortune soon ~ay be more fair. 

1100 



152 lE<l>®AE 

w l'>µµa 1ra-yrnXes XPOOS, 

7fOAAa1 oe µop<f>al EVTVXWP. 
TaVTTJS µep EVTVX(;<J"Tepos 

1raio6s 1roT' ovoels -ylPeTai. 

w 1ra'i:, oveis PUP TryP oooP 

KTJpOs OE Xv-ypu.s' w KOPTJ• 
a1rais 1raT~P, a-yaµos oE uv· 

µ~TTJP €XH 1rf:110os µf:-ya. 
w olKos etwXrys 1ro.Pv. 

»8eou 0f:XrJµa 1raneXws 

»'Y(;IIOLTO' KO.AALUTOP TOO€. 

»KpalPH o' (l.(;A7fTWS 7rOAAO.KLS 

»Ta 7rOAAa 1raPu0e11rys 8e6s. 
EK TWP µeXo.0pwP etlwP 

OOVAOS Ta 7fO.PTa </>0hterni. 

OIKETH~ 

1rapeuTf: µoi, -yl:poPTes· €pxoµai Xf:-yeiP 

0avµauTa 1repl KaA~S KOPTJS le</>06.e. 
E7r€L -yap iK6µeu0a 1rpos {3wµop 8eou, 
E7fL u<f>a-yas urelxei 1raTryp aKWP T(;KPOV. 

KEtPTJ 1raTl:pa KTJAEtP KaT~ptaTo 1rp6<f>pwP. 
€Aete TOtao'· TQ 7fO.Tep, T't oaKp{ms; 

-y~0H TEAEVTnP 1ra'i:oa uov 7f0.TPTJS 1rl:pi. 

1106. vvv supra add. J 
1107. KTJpOs OE Au-ypiis] Au-ypiis OE KTJpOs J 
1109. 1rev0os µ,-ya] KAau0µov µe-yav J 
1123. 1ratoa crov] 1ratoa CTOU J 

1105 

1110 

1115 

1120 

1117 ff. This speech is in parts closely modeled on the 
speech of the Messenger in Eur. Iph. A,z1l., vss. 1540 ff. 



JEPHTHAH 

Vision of utter loveliness! 
Many the forms there be 
Of bliss and happiness. 

Never was maid more greatly blessed. 
Yet, child, the road thou now dost take 

Is road of teen and death. 
Thy father reft of child, 

Unwedded thou, and bitter grief 
Thy mother's lot! 0 house of death 

And of destruction sheer! 
» Yet may the will of God 
»Be fully done! 'Tis better so. 
»Yea, oftentimes almighty God 
» Brings issues all unguessed. 
But lo! there comes from out the hall 
A servant. He will tell us all. 

Enter MANSERVANT from town 

MANSERVANT 

Attend me, elders, for I come to tell 
A wondrous tale of Jephthah's daughter fair. 
When we had reached the altar of the Lord, 

153 

1105 

1110 

1115 

The father, much against his will, advanced 1120 
To slay the child, and she full eagerly 
Essayed to comfort him with words like these: 

"0 father, why thy tears? Rather rejoice 
Thou hast a child to die for this our land. 



154 YE<I>®AE 

7rEpl 1ra1JTO, r<J'pa~X KaAOP µoi cf>w, AL'/l"ELP" 
xapl!;oµai f3po101s 1rpofJvµla, µfra. 1125 
Tova' ElJEKa 7rpWTOP TlKTES El, TO cf>w, EµE. 
1rapELµl <J'OL Kal Tc;l 8Ec;l Kal 1raTpl&· 
(]'I) o' alpE TOP {3loP, 8Eo, lfVX~P exoi, 
TO o' aIµa '/l"aTpl,, E{ Tl <J'uµcf>epELP OOKfj. 
TO <J'wµa fJv<J'aL 1ra-yKaAE, lJLKTJcpOp'l) 1130 
8E4l. TVXOL owpov 1rapa xfJopo,· TO -yap 7rpE7rEL. 
loou, 1rape~w T~P Of.PTJP, loou Kapa· 
loou TO (J'T~Oo, 1rapfJe1Jov, µa<J'TO, 1rapa. 
1raTa<J'<J'E PVP, 1raTEp 0 Tpew µ'r]OEP µopoP. 
TEA.OS OE <J'wµ' EKuy;E 1rpo, f3wµoP 8EOV. 1135 
1raT~P EAa5ETO ~lcf>o, TA~µwP µ6Xis. 
r,pETO <J'µLKpop· 1rl1rTEL xaµa5E EvfJ/;ws. 
alJL<J'Tas aMis ~p~aTO 'lrA~TTELP ')'OWP' 
ciXX' OUK ia. POOS. {3oa KAavfJµov µfra· 
·n 1raZ, (]'I) M/3E ~lcf>os· '/l"aTpos KOlfOP Kapa· 1140 
f'YW -yap E<J'<J'Oµai TO Ovµa <J'OV 'll"Epi· 
OAWAa OU<J''lrOTµos· T°t cf>ws ETL f3M1rw ; 
7rEP0ov<J'L 1ra1JTES 0 ciXXa <J''/l"EUOELP (cf,Ml) XP~-
Tpi/3~ <J'TOPOP µEl!;w cf>/;pEL. KELPOS 1ron 
TW cpM')'al/'1) KO'lrTEP TEpEP KOPTJS Kapa. 1145 
EpEV<J'ElJ aIµa. f3wµos EV')'EPEL cpOP'l) 
flJ'Tiif;aT'. a<J'1ralpEL TO <J'wµa 1rpos {3paxv. 

1133. versum om. J 
1142. fr, /'!Aetrw] oepKw TaAa< J 
1145. K01rTEV] K01rTEtV T 

1132. Cf. Eur. Hee., vs. 549: trape~w -yap oepr,v E~Kapolws. 



JEPHTHAH 155 

A glorious lot is mine, to leave the light 
For all of Israel, and willingly 
I give myself to death for those who live. 1125 
It was for this that thou didst give me life. 
Lo! I am here, for thee and for my God 
And country. Take my life. And may the Lord 
Receive my spirit, and the land my blood-
If there be aught therein that promise weal. 
'Tis wholly good to offer up my body 1130 
Unto the God who brought us victory. 
Let Him receive an offering from the land; 
It is but fitting. Lo, my throat and head! 
Behold, my maiden bosom and my breast! 
E'en now, 0 father, let the blow descend; 
I have no fear of death." And so at last 
She bowed before the altar of the Lord. 1135 
The wretched father scarce could hend his sword. 
He raised it slightly, but it dropped forthwith 
To earth. With lamentation once again 
He raised it up as if to deal the blow; 
Yet did his heart forbid . He wailed and cried: 

"Take thou the blade, my child. Do thou strike off 1140 
Thy father's head; and in thy place will I 
Be offered up. By evil fate o'erthrown, 
Why should I longer look upon the light?" 
All were lamenting; yet they cried, "Make haste! 
Delay brings sorer grief." And so at last 
His sword, descending, smote his daughter dead. 1145 
The blood gushed forth, and with its noble stream 
Deluged the altar. For an instant's time 



156 IE<l>®AE 

~p~avro 11"UVT€S oaKpVELV 11"lKpws K6p71v. 
0aµf3ovrnv avoplav EKelvris EV KVKAv,J" 
'Y6os Af.'YE<r0at µ71oaµws ovvarat M'Yv,J­
evi/;vxlav TOlavoe µ~1l"OT 1 E/3A€71"0V. 
7rapaD€l'Yµa 11"a<llV XPTJ<lT6T7JTOS 'Ylverai. 
s'TJAW TOV llvop' 'Exovra TtKv' ev~Koa. 
11"a'is ~oe 71"El0eu0ai M'Yv,J 7rarpos 01:Aev· 
TVXOl o' av a,j>0lrov KAEOVS EV ro'is {3poro'is. 

XOPO~ 

E<lTW. <lO,PWS E11"€LTa TryV EVXryV a11"aS 
»11"oie'iv 6,j>elAet, Kat ro µl:AAov Evvoe'iv 
»Eµ11"po<r0ev bp0ws· ov AVELV evxryv EVl 
»11"0lOVµtV7]V" W<lT 1 aKpl/3WS 7rpoµ710t€LV 
»oe'i, WS TEAi)s o,n av 8e4l <lTEV'[/ 7rp6,j>pwv· 
»elKi) 'YO..P evxw0ai /3M/3riv ,PtpEl 0aµa. 
»EVTev0ev E<lTt OEt'Yµa 11"a'YKaAES Aa{3e7,v· 
»11"0lEtr' lip' evxas OE~lWS 11"UVTES 8e4l, 
»E11"€lTa Kat T€A€tre· TOVTO o' ev<re/31:s. 

1150. -y6os] 0pfivos J 
1161. -yap] µEv T 

1150 

1155 

1160 
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The body writhed. Then all burst into tears 
Of bitter lamentation for the maid. 
They stood about her, and her dauntless deed 
Filled them with wonderment. No words can tell 1150 
How sore they wept. Never have I beheld 
Such courage as was hers. A paragon 
Was she of excellence to all the world. 
I envy him whose children will obey. 
She willingly obeyed her father's word; 
Hers is undying glory 'mongst mankind. 1155 

CHORUS 

»Amen! And in the time to come should all, 
»Guided by prudence when they make their vows, 
»The future with unerring forethought scan; 
»A vow once made may not be set aside. 
»Thy vision of the future must be clear 
»If thou art gladly to fulfil thy vow 1160 
»Unto the Lord; a vow at random made 
»Oft ends in ruin. Here full proof is found. 
»Vows unto God must e'er be wisely made 
»And paid in full; this is the righteous act. 

[Exeunt all into town. 

Finis. 

Set up and printed by the University of Chicago Press, 
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