




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































JEPHTHAH

A father’s love is strong, and fain would save.
Shall I then show myself beneath the beast,
And do this wrong to her, a child most fair?
No! I must stay my hand. Yet Thou, O God,
Who dwellest in the shining vales of heaven,
Thou dost forbid; Thou dost exact the vow.
Am I then, wretched man, to do Thy will
And yet not bend my will to Thine? Ah no!
To Thee ’fore all must mortals bow. And yet
Am I with my own hand to do this deed?
Accurséd thought! To look her in the face,
To pierce her throat—’tis more than I can do.
Yet is no cure at hand for this my plight.
What! Do I see my child returned again?

Ah, woe is me!

Enter DAUGHTER and HANDMAIDENS (left)
DAUGHTER

Since on the lofty mountain-tops I have
For my virginity bewailed, I come
Homeward again. Lo, father, I am here!
Offer the victim now in sacrifice.

Here is my body. And I do not shrink.

JEPHTHAH

Daughter! My only hope of progeny

In years to come! Can I now lay thee low?
And can I stain my hand with thy pure blood?
My mind revolts. "Tis better that for thee
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JEPHTHAH 149

I should myself face death. Thus shall I rid 1065
Thee of thy doom, and forthwith rid myself
Of lamentation; ’tis the better way.

DAUGHTER

It may not be. What! Wilt thou break thy vow?
Yield rather unto God, and do thy task.
Lo! Freely will I offer thee my throat.

JEPHTHAH

O noble spirit! Thy courage is too high. 1070
How can one bear to slay a thing so fair?

Joy of my life, I pray thee go within.

Quick! for the sight of thee adds to my woe.

DAUGHTER

I go; but I will pray to God before

I die. That is for me my pious duty. 1075
Let be. I then shall meet my end in peace.

O Thou, our God, ruler of all on earth

And in the heaven, mercifully look

Upon Thine handmaid, be compassionate

Toward my father, give the country peace,

Lighten my mother’s anguish, grant to me 1080
Brave heart and patient strength to meet my doom.

I pray that to Thine eyes the sacrifice

May be well-pleasing. Of my own free will




150 IEPOAE

Sty , ) , \ .
ékoboa Ovpokw mepl xOovds. ab pév, Ocbs,
Kkouile Ty Yuxny, 70 oAU KPUTTETW

Xépaos. pilo wavTes, Tavdy por xalpere:

XaipeTe, yovels, moNiTal Te TavTes, xalpeTe.

Uudv Umep katolxouat, kal 8’ elféws
»&eale. kamvos d0e Blos. apaviferar
»TAXLOTA" TANPNS auudopds, TANpNs yoov.
ameluL wpos THY KHpa’ wavtes, xalpere.

IEPOAE
ol pot, 7L pueN\w éml Blov; ¢ dpds PAérw ;
Pev Ppev, amepxomar wpos €pyov dhNiov.
@ ebuerns Oeds, 10 O0ua Tpoadéxov
ebkapdlws. ab avyylvwok aBovhiav
uot TNYoE, Kal ppovely émeita 60s Kalds.
¢UNaTTe Nadv gob, moNeulovs kal KTave.
, BTy \ ,

omebdw TPos olklav' SPENNw TOV aTdVOY

Pien : ; A ¢
TG UENNEUEY. XalpeTe, YEPOVTES Mot pilot.
O mpogelxealar xpéwr mepl Ouolas.

X0POZ

@ PUNTATY KOP, TapBetor pikrol.

: ¢ \ /
evdaruovolns dua xpodvov.

1085. pov xalpere] eb mpbrrere J
1087. & om. J

1095. woi] wol J

1096. oob] gov J

1097. arévov] véor T

1100. uukrol] axédov diperpor J

1085

1090

1095

1100



JEPHTHAH 151

I die for country’s sake. Do Thou, O God,

Receive my soul, and let my body rest

Beneath the earth. And now, all whom I love, 1085
Farewell! Parents, farewell! And townsmen all!

For your sake I go down to death; and ye
»Shall follow straight. Our life is but a vapor,
»Swiftly dissolving, fraught with grief and woe.

I go to meet death’s angel. Farewell, all! 1090

[Exit with HANDMAIDENS into town.

JICPIITIL\H

Why do I linger in the paths of life?

Why look upon the light? Alas! Alas!

I go to do the wretched deed I must.

O gracious God, accept the sacrifice

With loving kindness. Thy forgiveness grant
For this my thoughtless folly, and bestow 1095
A right mind in the time to come. Protect
Thy people, slay the foe. I go in haste
Homeward; my grief grows greater with delay.
Farewell, ye elders whom I love! To God
Present your prayers touching our sacrifice.

[Exit with ATTENDANTS into town.

CHORUS

O dearest maid, I pray 1100
Thy fortune soon may be more fair.
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JEPHTHAH

Vision of utter loveliness!
Many the forms there be
Of bliss and happiness.
Never was maid more greatly blessed.
Yet, child, the road thou now dost take
Is road of teen and death.
Thy father reft of child,
Unwedded thou, and bitter grief
Thy mother’s lot! O house of death
And of destruction sheer!
» Yet may the will of God
»Be fully done! ’Tis better so.
»Yea, oftentimes almighty God
» Brings issues all unguessed.
But lo! there comes from out the hall
A servant. He will tell us all.

Enter MANSERVANT from town
MANSERVANT

Attend me, elders, for I come to tell

A wondrous tale of Jephthah’s daughter fair.
When we had reached the altar of the Lord,
The father, much against his will, advanced
To slay the child, and she full eagerly

Essayed to comfort him with words like these:

“O father, why thy tears? Rather rejoice
Thou hast a child to die for this our land.
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JEPHTHAH

A glorious lot is mine, to leave the light
For all of Israel, and willingly

I give myself to death for those who live.

It was for this that thou didst give me life.

Lo! I am here, for thee and for my God

And country. Take my life. And may the Lord
Receive my spirit, and the land my blood—

If there be aught therein that promise weal.

’Tis wholly good to offer up my body

Unto the God who brought us victory.

Let Him receive an offering from the land;

It is but fitting. Lo, my throat and head!

Behold, my maiden bosom and my breast!

E’en now, O father, let the blow descend;

I have no fear of death.” And so at last

She bowed before the altar of the Lord.

The wretched father scarce could hend his sword.
He raised it slightly, but it dropped forthwith

To earth. With lamentation once again

He raised it up as if to deal the blow;

Yet did his heart forbid. He wailed and cried:
“Take thou the blade, my child. Do thou strike off
Thy father’s head; and in thy place will I

Be offered up. By evil fate o’erthrown,

Why should I longer look upon the light?”

All were lamenting; yet they cried, “Make haste!
Delay brings sorer grief.”” And so at last

His sword, descending, smote his daughter dead.
The blood gushed forth, and with its noble stream
Deluged the altar. For an instant’s time

1125

1130

1135

1140

1145




156 IEPGAE

fipEavro TavTes Sakplew mwikpls kOpn.
OauBobowy dvépiav ékelvns év kikAw'
ybos NéeyeaOar undauds dtvarar Noyw.

3 ’ I3 ’ 2.8
elYvxiav Todvde unmor’ €BNemov.
Tapbderyua waogw XpnaToTyTOS yiveTal.
NG Tov dvdp’ Exovra Téky' ebrfkoa.
wats o€ welfealar Noyw matpos Oener:

TOxoL 6’ av agfitov K\éovs & Tols Bporols.

XOPOZ

éoTw. godlds EmeLTa THY edxNY Amas
»TOLELY OPELNEL, Kal TO UENNOV Evvoely
»éumpoalfer oplids ob New ebxny én
»ToLouperny” &at’ akpBds Tpoundéey
»0€, is TENfs 8,7t Av Oed aTely TPOPpwy”
»€lkf) yap ebxeaOar BNGLny Péper Odua.
»evTetley éoTl Oelyua Taykaheés NaSery:
»moelr’ dp’ elxas Oefuds mavTes Oed,
»emeLTa Kal TeENELTe TovTO & €Doefés.

TéNos.

1150. ~yéos] Bpsvos J
1161. vyap] uér T

1155

1160



JEPHTHAH 157,

The body writhed. Then all burst into tears

Of bitter lamentation for the maid.

They stood about her, and her dauntless deed

Filled them with wonderment. No words can tell 1150
How sore they wept. Never have I beheld

Such courage as was hers. A paragon

Was she of excellence to all the world.

I envy him whose children will obey.

She willingly obeyed her father’s word,;

Hers is undying glory 'mongst mankind. 1155

CHORUS

»Amen! And in the time to come should all,
»Guided by prudence when they make their vows,
»The future with unerring forethought scan;
»A vow once made may not be set aside.
»Thy vision of the future must be clear
»If thou art gladly to fulfil thy vow 1160
»Unto the Lord; a vow at random made
»Oft ends in ruin. Here full proof is found.
»Vows unto God must €’er be wisely made
»And paid in full; this is the righteous act.
[Exeunt all into town.

Finis.
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