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1 be lawfully charged and received for the use and occupation 

2 of any real estate in the District of Columbia which is now 

3 or may hereafter: be rented, leased, subleased, used, or 

4 occupied by any party or person; and any and all orders of 

5 the Rent Administrator revising and changing existing 

6 rents shall relate back to and take effect as of the date of 

7 the approval of this Act by the President: Provided, That 

8 any party in interest may prosecute an appeal from any 

9 order of the Rent Administrator to the Board of Rent Ap-

10 peals provided for in this Act, under and in accordance with 

11 such rules and regulations as may be made respecting ap-

12 peals; and until such appeal shall be decided by the Board 

13 of Rent Appeals the order of the Rent Administrator shall 

14 be superseded by the appeal. 

15 SEC. 5. That from and after the date of promulgation 

16 of any order of the Rent Administrator fixing an amount of 
. 

17 rent in any case, it shall be unlawful and be a violation of 

18 this Act for any person to charge or receive a greater rent 
. 

19 than the amount so fixed; subject, however, to the right of 

20 appeal hereinbefore created. 

21 SEC. 6. That the Rent Administrator is authorized, 

2 2 under the direction of the President, to make and promulgate 

23 rules and regulations not inconsistent with this Act for carry-

24 ing out the provisions hereof. 
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1 SEC. 7. That the President is hereby authorized to ap-

2 point a Board of Rent Appeals consisting of three persons, 

3 who shall be citizens of the United States and residents of the 

4 District of Columbia. Said Board of Rent Appeals shall have 

5 the power to hear and determine any appeal from any order 

6 of the Rent Administrator authorized under section four of 

7 this Act, and said Board of Rent Appeals shall have power, 

8 upon consideration of such appeal, b~r its order, to affirm or 

9 reverse the order of the Rent Administrator, and in case of 

10 reversal thereof to increase, diminish, or otherwise modify 

11 the amount of rent fL."\'..ed in the order of the Rent Administra-

12 tor, and the amount so fixed in the order of the Board of 

13 Rent Appeals shall be the amount of rent which can be law-

14 fully charged and received for the use and occupation of the 

1!5 real estate affected thereby until the same shall be, upon new 

16 facts or other conditions; again ; changed and fixed by order 

17 of the Rent .A.dministrator or the Board of Rent Appeals, as 

18 the case may be . 

19 SEC. 8. That nothing in this Act shall be construed to 

20 prevent the renting of real estate by the party or person 

21 entitled thereto at such price or prices and for such period 

2 2 of time and on such terms as the parties to the contract or 

23 agreement of renting shall agree upon: Provided, however, 

24 That the amount of rent provided for in any and all such 

25 leases, contracts, and agreements shall be subject to revision 
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1 and change b~r the Rent Administrator, from time to time, 

2 upon the application of any party thereto, or otherwise as 

3 the Rent Administrator may determine, and the Rent Ad-

4 ministrator may, from time to time, approve and confirm the 

5 existing rent or may decrease or increase the same as he 

6 may determine to be just and reasonable, as in this Act 

7 provided. 

8 SEC. 9. That the Rent Administrator and such agents 

9 as he may appoint for that purpose shall have power to 

10 summon witnesses and require the production of books and 

11 documents, and may administer oaths and affimmtions to 

12 witnesses so summoned and take testimony respecting the 

13 matters covered by this Act. 

14 SEO. 10. That any person violating any of the provi-

15 sions of this Act shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor 

16 and shall be punished by a fine of not exceeding $1,000 

17 for each offense. • 

18 SEC. 11. That if any clause, sentence, paragraph, or 

19 part of this Act shall, for any reason, be· adjudged by any 

20 court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment 

21 shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, 

22 but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, 

23 paragraph, or part thereof directly involved in the contro-

24 very in which such judgment shall have been rendered. 

" 25 SEC. 12. That this ,._i\ct shall remain in full force and 
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1 effect until a treaty of peace between the Imperial German 

2 Government and the TJ nited States shall have been con-

3 eluded and proclamation thereof shall have been made bv 

4 the President of the United States. 
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A BILL 
To provide :further :for the national security 

and defense by controlling and regulating 
rents o:f real estate in the District of 
Columbia. 

By Mr. TINKHAM. 

FEBRUARY 23, 1918.-Referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia and ordered to be 
printed. 
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IN TIIE SENATE OF TIIE UNITED STATES. 

JANUARY 31, 1918. 

Mr. PornoEXTF.R introduced the follo"·ing bill; which " ·as read twice and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A BILL 
rrohihi_ting any person, lessor, or sublrssor from making a larger 

charge for rooms. apartmrut houses, hotel rooms, and so 

forth, than the rate chnrgccl for such rooms, houses, or dwell­

ings on the first day of December, nineteen hundred and 

seventeen. 

l Be it enacted by the Senate and !louse of Representa-

2 tives of the United Stales of America in Congress assembl<xl, 

3 rrhat no person, lessor, or sublessor of a dwelling house, 

4 hotel room, apartment, boarding or lodging house shall 

5 charge for the use and occupation of the same by soldiers or 
• 

G sailors of ·the United States, or any employee, officer, or 

7 official connected with its naval, military, or civil service, or 

8 any person engaged as laborer, employee, or otherwise in any 

9 manufacturing or oth~r industry producing ships, food, fuel, 

10 ammunitions, equipment, clothing, supplies, or any other 

11 article or thing used by the Government in any capacity 

12 during the existence and continuance of the present war with 
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