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and change by the Rent Administrator, from time to time,
upon the application of any party thereto, or otherwise as
the Rent Administrator may determine, and the Rent Ad-
ministrator may, from time to time, approve and confirm the
existing rent or may decrease or increase the same as he
may determine to be just and reasonable, as in this Act
provided.

SeC. 9. That the Rent Administrator and such agents
as he may appoint for that purpose shall have power to
summon witnesses and require the production of books and
documents, and may administer oaths and affirmations to
witnesses so summoned and take testimony respecting the
matters covered by this Act.

SEC. 10. That any person violating any of the provi-
sions of this Act shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor
and shall be punished by a fine of not exceeding $1,000
for each offense. .

SEC. 11. That if any clause, sentence, paragraph, or
part of this Act shall, for any reason, be adjudged by any
court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment
shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof,
but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence,
paragraph, or part thereof directly involved in the contro-

very in which such judgment shall have been rendered.
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7
effect until a treaty of peace between the Imperial German
Government and the United States shall have been con-
cluded and proclamation thereof shall have been made by

the President of the United States.




“iies) H. R. 10202.

To provide further for the national security
and defense by controlling and regulating
rents of real estate in the District of
Columbia.

y Mr. TINREHAM.

FEBrUARY 23, 1918.—Referred to the Committee on
the District of Columbia and ordered to be
printed.
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IN TIIE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES.
JaNvary 31, 1918.

Mr. PorxpexTter introduced the following bill; which was read twice and
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

A BILL

Prohibiting any person, lessor, or sublessor from making a larger
charge for rooms, apartment houses, hotel rooms, and so
forth, than the rate charged for such rooms, houses, or dwell-
ings on the first day of December, nineteen hundred and

seventeen.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Iouse of LRepresenta-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That no person, lessor, or sublessor of a dwelling house,
hotel room, apartment, boarding or lodging house shall
charge for the use and occupation of the same by soldiers or
sailors of ‘the United States, or any employee, officer, or
official connected with its naval, military, or civil service, or
any person engaged as laborer, employee, or otherwise in any
manufacturing or other industry producing ships, foed, fuel,
ammunitions, equipment, clothing, supplies, or any other
article or thing used by the Government in any capacity

during the existence and continuance of the present war with
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Prohibiting any person, lessor, or sublessor
from making a larger charge for rooms,
apartment houses, hotel rooms, and so forth,
than the rate charged for such rooms,
houses, or dwellings on the first day of De-
cember, nineteen hundred and seventeen.

By Mr. PoINDEXTER.

JANUARY 31, 1918.—Read twice and referred to the

Committee on the Judiciary,
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