December 23, 1938.

Dear Judge:

I renlly feel awful about not having written you
ae I said I would, but I kept putting it off from Aay
to Aay for a real opportunity to write you at some
length. It ceems to me that instead of thlngs getting
easler here for some of ug, they are zetting more
ALfficult, and it has simply been imposseible for me to
get to any personal correspondence. I am leaving today
for 7llmington %~ stay there until Monday. I am not at
all sure that I may not have to come back. In any

a few days.

8ince you have gons things have not gotten any
better in Surope or in the Far Hast and, as you know,
the Ssceretary has been having hla own troubleg at Lima,
due to tho attltude of the Argentines. I do not think
that the attitude of the Argentines 1s influcnced
Mrectly by German or Italiasn sources or propaganda.
It 1s the 0ld story of the Argentine wighing to take
leadership and of her Jealousy of us and of Brazil.
Fundamentally, I think the Argentine is after all
intserested in the things that we are interegted in
but she feels herself closer to Furope than any of
the other Ameriocan Republics and she does not wigh to
make any geature at this time which might upset Italy,
and perhaps even Germany. This does not mean that,
ghe 1g in any way 1in the fasclagt or nazl camps or
influenced by what ies happening in those countrieg.
It is simply that she wants to maintaln her ties
in Europe both for political and economic reasonse.
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Then, of course, there ig the baslc factor that she feels
we are taking too great a position of lesndership and this
does not make them hapry. HNevertheless, the attitude
which the Argentine has taken at Lima 1¢ bound to he
upsetting when major intereasts are at stake. Just how
tha thing will turmm out at Lima, I am unable to say, but
I am inclined to think that there will have to be firm
attitude by the other 20 republics even though the
Argentine determines to stand by. Every effort, I think,
will be made tolay to find some formula which can make
the declaretion of the Lima meeting on golidasrity
unaninoue. My own feeling, however, 1e that it 1g far
better to have a majﬁrity declaration that 1s sufficiently
atrong thafh a completely watered down one Juet to satialy
the Argentine. On the other hand, I think 1t would be
unwisc that there should bHe any reerimination and too
great criticliasm of the Argentin~ at this time ar thils

can only make the sfituntion woree. OQur newspapere are
hendlines the situation very well.

%% fer ~r the rocent devalopmenta with CGermany are
concerned, I need not tell you, I om aure, that they are
not our maring. Tho German Chrrp£ anme %0 sen Welles to
lodge o prrotest againsgt the Ickeas speach. Yelles very
properly told him that he could not racsive such a
proteat. You have aeon the record of the conversation '
in the papers and 1t 1g subgtantially correct. What
the papera do not say and what I can confldentially tell
you 1e 4hat Tellee told the Ger-an Charge at the end of
the convercatlon that 1f the Gprnnn Governnent gave
publicity to. the fact that it had endeavered tc lodge
a protess, then he, Wellez, would have to tell the press
what he sald. The whole responsibllity, therefore,
for what has apreared falls on Germeny.

The German papers now speak of a break in relations
as belng in the offing. Ag the men who are in control
there are in so many ways irresponsible, one cannot
foretell what they will do and they may break off
relations with ug. If a bresk comesg, 1t will he
entirely due to their action and not to us. I doudbt
vh ether there will be any bresk in relationg becauce
1f there 1g 1t will mean more disadvantages to them than
it does to us. It 1g thiles last factor which will
probably influence them in not giving way to their
feelings =nd passions and nct break off relations
shruptliy. It ig, however, a contingency which we have

to




ol

to reckon with and I shall be spending the rest of the day
today in mapping out the steps which we shall have to take
in caee a break of relations comes. It will make very
1ittle differsnce so far as we ars conserncd, for I think
our sction would be limited t9 taking away the Charge
A'Affaires ~nd our consular officers would, of course,

be able to continue to remain.

I think the country will overwhelmingly approve of
the stand taken by the Department and the Presldent.
It wae the only thing we could do. When the CGernans
tell ue thset we must apologize becaunse our papers
speak the tputh and vhen they begin to endenvor %o
dlctate to ug in thle fughion, there les only one attitude
ve can take, The articles which recently hove armesred
n the German press vith regard to the President and

[

¥re. Boogevelt and with regard to !r. Hull end others
are inoredidbly vile. It wne, therafore, with very poor

crece, -8 Aelles put 1t, thet Cermany rhould meke any

protest over the ralatively mild things that Ickes
g21d the other 2ay. Thece mad nen 2n Germany ~re ao
drunk with the power which they have within the country

&

that they really fecl that they can Clotete to the

outelde world in the same way.

P

Although I hawe not written to you, I hove thought
of you nany %tines ovary day and have envied you the sunsghine
and the leisure which I hops you have been enjoying. I am
sure the rest has besn doing you = great denl of good and
I think we muet all take it a 1ittle bit easier after your
returin to Vashinglion.

Hy wife jJoins me in love and good wiches to you and
Hrs. ¥cReynolds and I hops that you are having a very
happy Christmas and that the New Year may bring us sll
a greater measure of good things.

Always falthfully yours,

A_M:GSM: VNG




