Vienna, larch 15, 1985,

\

I should like very briefly to supplement my
last letter which wgs dated Yerch 8. I have received
the Lepartment's instruetiom permitting me to spemnd five
days in Berlin on my way home om leave, snd will therefore
leave here on Hareh 20 for Derlin and sell om the 26th from
Hemburg for New York on the WATHINGTONe. I ehould get to
Hew York on April 4 and will immediately go on to see my
mother for e few days and arrive in Washington on the afterw
nocn of April 8. 1 look forward very muech to the pleassure
of seeing you and will get im toueh with you om April 9.
This will undoudbtedly be my last opportunity to write you
before lsaving.

Dear lr. Phillips:

Om the evaming of Wareh 19, there will be given
in the Volksopera here the first production of an Amerioan
opere in Austria. It iz = very meritorious work of Riche
ard Hagemsn, who is gquite well known in musical circles st
home and who was for fourteem years with the lletropolitan,
end who is next year going to Chlesgo ss director of the
opera there. The Chancellor and the Foreign Hinister and
the Hinister of Zducetion have taken over the patronage of
this premiére with me and it will be quite an evenmt in
misical life here, and 1 hope will have good repercussions
et home, Every effort has been made to pive the opera a
fitting production end at leest helf em hour of 1t will be
brosdeasted by the NBC to the United ftates, It has not
been eltogether ecasy to bring sbout the production of an
Ameriosn opera. You will also be interested to hear that
one of limxwell Andersonts historical plays is to be given
a very fitting production in the Burgtheater here before
the end of the present seasoms It will in some ways be the
most important production of an American drema that has ever
been given sbrosd. I am imelined ¢o think that thie sort
of thing is of mueh more help than a more formsl eultursl
agreement which some of the ocountries over here are meking
with each other now,

The Honorable
Willlam Phillips,
Under Seecretary of State,
Washington, De Ce




The sentenee in the Rintelen triel was snmoune
oed yesterdey sfternoon., e was senteonced to life imprison-
ment. In my last letter I told you that the sentence might
be a lighter one and 1t undoubtedly would hsve been hed it
not been for evidence whioh turmed up later in the day on
the same day [ wrote you., A former valet of Iintelem who
served him while he was Minister et Rome, telegraphed to the
Court that he had reed in the reports of the trial that Dr.
Rintelen claims not to know a gertain individual with whom
he in reality, to the wlet's knowledge, hed frequently hed
dinner in the Legation in Rome and remmined closcted with
him until lete in the night. Ae this men is a refugee from
Justioce and was undoubtedly ome of those who wes most respon-
sible for the putseh which resulted in the murder of Dellfuss,
this telegram came 85 2 surprise to the publlie even 1f the
information itself may not have been a surprise to the judi.
eial suthorities here who knew a great deal more than wes
brought out et the trial. The effect, however, wes that
the velet hed %o be Invited to come and give his testinmony,
whioh he did, and it wes then alear thet the semtenee would
have to be the maximum one for tho cherge for which he was
being tried.

As Rintelen's heelth is not good, the probabilitles
are that he will not spend much time in prisom but will be
oonfined in & hospital snd in all probability in & few ycars
be free. He is, however, s broken man physically end 1
think thet though hie mind is elear, he is pretty well fine
ished, for he is =m inordinately proud snd ambitious mamn
vho hoped to be Chancellor or Presidemt of Austris, instead
of ending his carrer in this humilisting fashion. He re-
celved an extruordinarily feir trial end of his gullt there
eould be no guestion.

There hes been no shange in the internal situation
which I think is really likely to remain guiet for some months.
In some respects the economie situstion mey give grester
cause for concern then the politiecal. Although the econo-
mic situstion has been pgetting better, there are signs of a
slowing up and the consumptive power of the populstion is not
keeping up as it should, Unless there is some explosiom in
Gormany directed asgainst Austris or some overt act by Gere
many against Austris, I think things will be comparatively
quiet here for some momths, although Papen is carrying om so
for as he can an insidious campaign here., He made & speech




of e

before the German Chamber of Commeree here yesterday which
was full of veiled allusions and certsainly mot the sort of
speech which the German Minister to s friendly country should
meke, It was, however, in line with all the rest that he
doee here. There 15 no petiing away from 1t thet he is an
imposs ible peresonm and has become a most willinmg end servile
instrument of the presemt regime in Germany, Just the other
night efter dinner in 2 private home I was in a group close
to one gathered around Fapen snd sould not help but 'neur the
things whioch he sald to his Austrian hesrers end was astounded
to note thet he made statements which he abesolutely knew to
be incorreet. I realize that you may t hink my comment om
him may be rather severe, but I assure you thet even the plo-
ture which I have peinted in my despatches and letters may
not altogether and edequately cover the insldious and danger-
ous sharacter of this indlvidual,.

I shall be mble to spend a few days in Berlin om
my way home and hope to bring you some additiomal bsckground
when I see you. You imow that when the invitation wemt to
Simon origlualay to vieit Berlin he was asked te stay in the
house of the Chameellor., This has its significance for it shows
how stromg Hitler's hopes were in Emglend, snd he wes very
definitely told that if Simom oame %o Berlin he would stay at
the Adlem. The disappointment in Derlin is intense, but
the debate in the House of Commons on Mareh 11 defeeted any
hopes which they had left. The atmosphere is now cleared
for the Fnglish conversations in Berlin and Goering has fure
ther slarified it by hie announcement of their slr rearma-
ment, This latter came es no surprise to me for he had
always indiested that when ready to do so or whem forced to
do so he would not hesitate to mske such z declaration as
the one he has just made.

Hitler by his own statements to lajor lenessy,
by hie putting off the Simon visit, and Goering by hic decla-
ration with regard to German alr rearmement have gone pretty
far towards lifting the veil and those who did not reslize
where the regime stood must do so now. ‘furope 1s faced by
the bare and stark facts and I am ome of those who believe
that if the firm attitude of the powers 1s maintained the
eltustion can yet be seved. The regime in GCermany has been
faced by the seme sort of situstion as that whioh it likes
to oreste and in whioh it believes. JIhifgimo time for




weakness by the powers, for in spite of what mey be ssid
coneerning the situation in Germany, the regime kmows thay
ite situstion within the country is weaker than it has been
at any time., There are too many who Judge the situetion
in Germeny merely by ite outwerd aspects and there is no
question thet on the fase of things it looks better, while
in reality it is so much worse.

I look forward very mmch to seeing you, and
with all good wishes remain

Cordially and faithfully yours,

George S. liessersmith.




