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Vienna, March 15, 1935. 

Dsar Mr. Phillip*! 

I should like very briefly to supplement XQT 
last letter which w§s dated larch 0. X have received 
the Departments instruction permitting rae t© spend five 
days in Berlin on i§r nsy heme oa leave, and will therefore 
leave here on March 20 for Barlis and sail on the 28th from 
Hamburg for Saw York oa the WASHIKSfOlf, I should get to 
•ear Telle on April 4 and trill immediately go on to aee ay 
mother for a few days and arrive is Washington oa the after­
noon of April 8. X look forward very wash to the pie esure 
of seeing you and will get la toueb -with you oa April 9. 
This will undoubtedly »e ay last opportunity to writ* you 
before 1earing* 

On the ervanlng of &area It, there will be given 
la th© Yolksopera here the first production if MB American 
opera la Austria* It is « very meritorious work of Sieh-
ard Hagemsn, who is quit* well fciown ia mtaloal circles at 
horns and aha aas for fourteen years with the Metropolitan, 
end who is next year going te Chleago as director of the 
opera there. The Ctssneeilor and the Foreigft Minister and 
the Minister of Education have taken evsr the patronags of 
this premiere with as and it will be quite an event ia 
musical life here, and X hope will have good repercussions 
at home. Every effort hat been made to give th© opera a 
fitting production sad at least half an hour of it will be 
broadcasted ay the SBC to the United States* It has not 
been altogether easy te bring about th© production of an 
Ameriesa opera. You will also be interested to hear that 
one of Maxwell Anderson*s histories! plays is to as given 
s very fitting production in the aargtheater here before 
the end of the present season. Xt will la soaa ways be the 
most important production of sa American drama that has ever 
been given abroad. X am inclined to think that this sort 
of thing is of aaeh snore help than a more formal cultural 
agreement which some af the countries ever here era making 
with aaeh other now. 

The Honorable 
William Phillips, 

Under Secretary of State, 
Washington, 0. C. 
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The sentence in the Rintelea trial was arm rami* 
cod yesterday sfternoon. He was senteiiced to life Imprison­
ment, la my lMt letter t told you that the sentence wight 
he • lirrhter en© and It undoubtedly would have been had it 
not been for evidence which turned up later in the day aa 
the came day I arete yon* A former valet of ISntelen riho 
served hist •while he wna Minister at Home, telegraphed to the 
Court that he had reed is the reports of the trial that Dr. 
Rintelea claims not to know a certain individual with 'whom 
he in reality, to the valet's knowledge, had frequently had 
dinner in the Legation la Boa* M i retained elos ted wita 
his until late In the night* As this man It a refugee from 
justice and was undoubtedly one of those who was most respon­
sible for the putsch which resulted In the murder of Dollfuss, 
this telegram came et a surprise to the public even If the 
infortnatioa itself say not have been t surprise to the judi­
cial authorities here who knew a great deal more than was 
brought out ft the trial* The effect, however, was that 
the valet had to he invited to oo» and give hit testimony, 
which ha did, and it was then clear that the sentence would 
have to be the maximum one for tht charge for which he was 
being tried, 

At Rlntel©n*a. health is not good, the probabilities 
trt that ht will not spend nsuoh time In prison but will be 
confined in a hospital snA in til probability la t few years 
be free. He is, however, a broken man pliyaioally and I 
think that though his mind it clear8 He it pretty well fin* 
iahed, for ht It aa inordinately proud end ambitious mn 
who hoped to be Chancellor or President of Austria, instead 
of ending his earrer Is this humiliating faehion. Be re­
ceived aa extraordinarily fair trial tad of his guilt there 
could be no question. 

There hea been no change in the internal situation 
which I think is really likely tt remaia tuiot for tome months. 
Xa some respects the teonomie situation say give greater 
cause for concern than tht political* Although tht econo­
mic situation has been getting better, there ore sigat of t -
slowing up tad the consumptive power of tht population It not 
keeping up to it should. Unless there tt soma explosion la 
Germany directed against Austria or some overt act by Ger­
many against Austria* I think thinpa will be comparatively 
quiet here for some months, although Papen It carrying: on so 
far tt he oaa flt insidious campaign hero. He saadt a speech 
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before the German Jha»b©r of Cosraere© here yesterday which 
was full of veiled allusions and certainly not the sort of 
specs* which Hit S t n M Minister to a friendly country should 
E»ke. It wfts, however, in line with ill the rest that he 
does here. There is at getting away fros it that he is &n 
impossible person and has become a imost willing end servile 
instruaent of the arscsat regla© Is Geraany* ^uet the other 
night after dinner in a private hose I was la a group close 
to one gathered around .tapes and eould not help but 'assarts© 
things whioh he said to his Austrian hearers and was astounded 
to note that he ssada stateaents which he absolutely tenm to 
s* incorrect* 1 realise that you may think ay eosment on 
M a aay be rather severe, but I assure you that even the pic­
ture whioh I have painted in my despatches and letters may 
not altogether end adequately cover the lasidious ss& danger-
otte oharaeter of this individual* 

X shall be able to spend a few days la Berlla 41 
say way hoaa aat hope %© bring you seise additional baokgrosat 
whaa I see you. You know that when the invitation went to 
Siatttt origia*l#y/' to visit Berlin he was asked to stay la the 
house of the Ch^seellor* This has its significance for it shows 
how strong Hitler's hopes were la Qaglsnd, and he sac very 
definitely told that If siaos oaas to Berlin he would stay at 
the Adlea* the iiaappolatssat in Berlin la intense, but 
the debate in the House sf Cannons on liarch 11 defeated say 
hopes which tfeey had left* The atmosphere is noa cleared 
for the English conversations la Berlin lad Goeriag has far­
ther clarified it by ait sanounoemea* sf their sir rearm-
seat* Thla latter case as no surprise to as far he had 
always indicated that whea ready to 4a so or whea forced to 
4t so he would not hesitate to wake such a declaration at 
the one he has Just taads* 

Hitler by hie own statements ts Major ilea©say, 
by his putting off the Simon visit, and Goeriag by his decla­
ration with regard to Ctarssa air rearmament save gone pretty 
far towards lifting the veil and thoss who did not rcaliss 
whers the regis* stood mist do at ass* 'fiaropo la faced by 
the bare and stark facts sad I aa at© ©f those aba believ© 
that If the firm attitude sf the pswers is maintained ths 
situation can yet be saved. The regis* la Oermany has seen 
fae©4 by the same sort sf situation ss that which It likes 
to crests and la -Axon it believes. WlilfaiQ tiss© fay 
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weakness by th© powers, for in spite of what may bo said 
eonoerning th© situation in Germany, th© regime knows tfcajr 
its situation within the country is weaker than it has been 
•t any time. There are too many who judge the situetion 
in Germany merely by ite outward aspects and there is no 
question that on the faoe of things It looks better, while 
la reality it is so much worse* 

I look forward very much to seeing you, and 
with all good wishes remain 

Cordially and faithfully yours. 

George S. Messersmith. 


