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Project Inspiration - Kennecott Miner 
Records at University of Utah

Neatrour, A. (2021). Kennecott Copper Mine Labor Records and Collections as Data at 
the University of Utah. code4lib Conference. https://osf.io/kwjzc/. 

https://osf.io/kwjzc/


What new types of 
research are possible 

with data derived from 
special collections?



Who was Alice Dunbar-Nelson?

1875-1935

African-American 
civil rights activist, 
author, educator, 
wife of notable poet 
Paul Laurence 
Dunbar



Creating the “Basic” Data

Building network data from General Correspondence (Series 
II) 

End goal to visualize Alice’s network which spanned other 
authors, activists, and prominent African-American figures

Added benefit of item-level metadata for all the letters in 
the series



“Basic” Data



Enriching the dataset with historical 
interpretation
● Research including both physical and digital correspondence 
● Using letterheads, names, places, and drawing on other 

scholars to gain contextual information based on the 
correspondences 

● Using the contextual information to formulate relationship 
assumptions & themes for the dataset 



More historical research by Brit 
Cons

Trying to decipher what was 
written

Missing information 

Digital sometimes can be 
difficult to work with when it 
comes to doing historical 
research

Working with a Black 
woman’s archive 

Collaborating with a digital 
scholarship librarian to 
create data for a Black 
woman’s archive 

Centering Alice in the work 
we’ve created through her 
correspondences 

Pros



Example letters



Preliminary Visualizations



Internal Buy-in

Benefits:
● Enabling new types of research with our Special 

Collections
● Increase visibility of our digital collections, as we create 

new types of sources
● Intellectually interesting graduate assistantship for 

those interested in digital humanities and data 
curation



Internal Buy-in

Challenges:
● Labor
● Storage of datasets



Future Development

Expanding the network to include the networks of others in 
Alice’s circle

Incorporating the dataset into teaching (courses, 
workshops, etc.)

More Collections as Data projects



Thank you!
Reach us at kabner@udel.edu and bnchenry@udel.edu 

Link to slides: http://bit.ly/DLF23-letter-data
 

Thanks to Slidesgo for this template.
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