
Vienna, March 4 , 19ST, 

'" I 
Dear Herbert* 

I am sending you herewith a copy of my letter 
to the Secretary dated Maroh 2. I hope you see thee# 
letters whioh I send every -week or two to the Secretary, and 
I am sending you this particular one as 1 should like very 
much to be sure that you know my views on this question of 
negotiation with Germany which seems to be beooming more 
actual again* 

It may seem to some that I am assuming too 
negative a position on this matter. My position is a neg
ative one, and a decidedly negative one, in the sense that 
I think all negotiation with Germany for the present is ft* 
dangerous as it is utile, I believe that my attitude is 
really the only constructive one which it is possible to 
take la view of the facts, and it is the facts which we 
roust faee, 

Armstrong posed the basic question- I think as 
well as it could be put, in hie book "We or They", Those 
who know the position realise that there is something of 
fundamental importance being fought out in the world today 
and if the battle cannot be won by the measures now being 
employed it will unquestionably have to be fought out on 
the battlefields. It is useless to think that in that 
case we will be a disinterested party. The question at 
issue is whether democracies or totalitarian regimes shall 
control* and this is not a question ae to whether a certain 
form of government shall control, but whether certain prtn» 
oiples whioh so deeply affect every aspect of our social, 
political, and economic life shall control. This is the 
question at issue and if we may , because of our distance 
from this old continent, be less affected at the outset, 
the final consequences for us of a victory ef the totalis 
tarian states would be unbearable. 

The Honorable 
Herbert Feis, 

Department of State, 
Washington, D. C, 
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Germany is lacking, There is only one element of the 
many necessary to a contract as we know it, present in this 
case and that is the contracting parties. Every other •la
ment which is necessary to the negotiation of a worth while 
contract is lacking, 

This whole matter, and so many others, I am 
looking forward to talking over with you when I arrive home, 
I haf» no reason for going home this spring of a personal 
character except the desire to see my aged mother who is 
now eighty«eight# and who always looks for me at thi» tiree 
of the year. If I followed my personal inclinations I would 
not be going until later in the year, for spring is tn some 
respeote the best time of the year here, I look forward 
very muoh to seeing you in Washington about the middle of 
April, as 1 am planning to sail from Hamburg on the MANHATTAN 
on April 7. 

lith all good wishes to you and Mrs, Feis, 

Cordially and faithfully yours. 

Enclosure;* 
1, oopy of letter to 

the Secretary, 

P, S, If you think the accompanying letter to the Secretary 
might be interesting to Mr, Morganthau I would he very glad 
to have you show it to him for his personal and confidential 
information. Please give the fcorganthaug our very good 
wishes when you see them and say that I hope to see th«a 
In April, 


