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#37 Cecil Street, Suringfield,Ohio,
October 30,1906,
Mrs JAlice Moore Dunbar,
Wilnington,Delsa,

My dear Mrs, Dunbar:

<
k

Do not judge my appreciation by my silf’nce’,‘ we hav e

moved, and I have been very ill sinee I last heard from vou, and
beside all that I have finished the biography and sent it on, and it
has been accepted without a criticism, I write now merely to make
|ﬁplain to you something which I fear vou may not have nnderstocd. You
will remember that you very kindly offered to help me with the sketches
concerning the cause of Mr.Dunbar's writing several of his poems. You
may have noticed,also,that I did not urge you to give these to me, Now
I want to tell you why. I do not think I was ever more touched by
anything thsn I was by that beautiful offer of yvours, neither hsave I
ever gpureciated anything more, but I did not feel that it was justice
to(you to urge you to help me, and I will tell you why. Mrs.datilda
hunbar is to receive a royalty on every one of the books sold, and I
received a cash payment for my work,which gave them all &y rights in it.
Enowing how his mother feels towardﬂﬁou and how she treatpé‘you abﬂthe
time of his death, I did not think it would be right for me to allow
vou to 40 a single thing to help it on., You would not get anything
out of it, and would have been,in a way, helping the "other side of
the house_r It is needless to say that this is in confidence, but I
wanted you to know., I wrote you originally because I wanted to say
only such things as would meet with vour apvroval,and I feel sure that

there will not be a word in the work that will in any way reflect on







%

you., I said only what I wrote you I would say., That was enough,anyway.
I have one more rconfessiocn" to make, The subject of nsing your
picture came up, and I said I did not think best to use it. I did this
without asking yous, but believed it would meet your apcroval for about
the same reason as I thought best not to ask you to help with the text.
I 4i4 n't suppose you would care to have it used with hers, and sold
for her benefit.

Fpom all this dc hot imagine tﬁatAI was not Mr.Dunbar's
friend, or that I would not do 211 in regson to help his mother, ?5? that
would be untrue, but I fortunately have an oeutleok on life through

both eyes, and nsually try to sece both sides of a question regardless

of any "leanings" on either side.

. As soon as the book is ready, I shall send vou one, I think
Y

11 be early in the year-- tho' it may be ready by Christmas. I
sineerely hove yvour health is improving,
Very sincerely yours,

Lida Keck Wiggins,

P,Ss., If I was wrong about vour portrait, and vou will be so good as to
wsend it to Mr,.Fdward H. Dodd, telling him that I wrote you in the
matter, I shall be very happy to have it go in. I de not wish to y}
»

"dictater any one's voliey, and wrote about it on the rspup of the

moment,







CHAS. H. MS KE

Olube-Demorrat

GLOEE PRINTING COMPANY, Pubtishers.

ST LOUISS Bec. 13,1906.
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C. A, FLEETWOOD

1419 PIERCE PLACE, NORTHWEST

WASHINGTON, D. C
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