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MEMORANDUM
CONFIDENT August 16, 1944.

United States-Mexican Water Treaty: Summary of
Letter of hugust 9, 10LL, Irom Ambassador

Messersmiih Reporting Conversation with Atiorney
Ceneral R. V. Eanngl_o? California

Mr. Kenpey stressed these points: (1) Many of the
people in Celifornia might not oppose the treaty if they
knew all the facts; (2) the tresty might be generally
good but wae not falr to California; (3) California
interests were not given & proper opportunity to mske
themselves heard in the discusslons preceding the signing
of the treaty; (4) 1f certein unspecified changes were
made in the treaty Californis mlght abandon its opposition;
(5) he sdmitted that he was in strange company in defending
the interests opposing the treaty; (6) the importance of
the treaty in lexican~merican relationships should be
emphasized; and (7) he contemplated an early trip to
Washington in order to continue his work on the treaty.

The Ambassador replied as follows: (1) Although he
could discuss details ¢f the treaty with the Mexican
Government only, he thought the treaty was sound end had
been negotiated on the basis of the interests of our whole
country and not of local, state, or individual interests;
(2) this treaty 1s of primsry importance in YMexican-American
relationships, overshadowing all other problems between the
two countries; (3) it is well known in Mexlico that the
delay in teking up the treaty in the Senate is due entirely
to the attitude of these California interests; (4) the
treaty is so important that he is prepared to reaign as
Ambassador In order edequately to inform public opinion in N
the United States concerning its merits; (5) it is the N
obligation, end in the interest, of the sound people in ‘
California to see that the merits of the treaty and its
importance are properly presented to the people of that
State; (6) the record discloses that California interests
were given ample opportunity o0 present their views over
and over agaim before the treaty wes drafted; and (7) the
treaty was the result of very careful study and the question
of making changes in it should not be raised.




