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PROCEEDINGS

OF A

CONVENTION OF THE COLORED MEN OF OHIO.

e

' TuEespay, January 10, 1865—10 A. M

The Convention met in the First Baptist Church.

David Jenkins, of Columbus, called the house to order.

On motion, Elder Jas. Poindexter, of Columbus, was chosen
Chairman of the temporary orgamzanon and J. A Thompson,
of the same place, Secretary.

Messrs. J. MeSimpson, Rev. J. T. Ward, and J. M Devine
were appointed a Committee on Credentials.

During the absence of the committee, Messrs. Jénkins,
Poindexter and others made brief speeches..,

On motion, the following gentlemen were appointed to
nominate officers for a permanent organization: J.T. Ward,
Rev. J. A. Warren, Eld. G. W, Bryant, Wesley Gassoway>
Henry Hurd, H. Ford, Rev. J. M. Devme George W. Wilson,
and BenJamln Hudson o

On motion of D. Jenkins, the rules of the National Conven-
tion, held at Syracuse, N, Y October 4th, 1864, were adopted

* as the rules of order of this Convenuon e

By amendment, it was voted to hold night sessions from 7

to 10 each evening. -
: AFTERNOGN £ESSION. :

Rev. J. A. Warren opened the session with prayer. Elder
James Poindexter in the chair. Minutes read and approved.

Committee on permanent organization reported as follows :

Elder James Poindexter, President ; David Jenkins, Rév. J
A. Warren, Rev. E. Davis, F. D. Merritt, J. McSimpson, Vice -
Presidents ; G. G. Collins, First Secretary$ J. A. Thompson,‘
Second Secretary, Rev. Jesse Devme, Chaplain.

.On motion, the report of the committee was adOpted and
5 scharged. ; , N :




4

On motion of Mr. David Jenkins, Messrs. Samuel Troy, Jr., -
J. D. Betts, and J. H. J ohnson were appointed a Finance”Com-
mittee, ,

On motxon, it was resolved to appoint a Busmess Oomrmttee
of nine ; afterwards the number was increased to thirteen.

The following gentlemen were appointed that committee,
viz : Messrs. A. J. Anderson, D. Jenkins, John Booker,
E. C. Jackson, R. J. Robinson, Rev. H. J. Young, Rev. John
A. Warren; H. Ford, Rev. J. Mﬂler, Dr. J. McSimpson, Henry
Hurd, A. N. Redman, J. C. Abney. | ;

Mr. Robinson offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Convention will appoint a committee of
one or more, to labor with the General Assembly, for the re-
.peal of the laws which disfranchise the colored citizens of -
Ohio, and that the said committee be paid a salary of one dol-
lar per day and expenses, and that the said services be ren-
dered 1mmed1ately on the adjournment of this Convention,

and that the money to pay for the same be raised at once by
subscription.

. Referred to the Business Committee.

On motion of Mr. David Jenkins, gentlemen present from
counties not otherwise represented, were invited to seats in the
Convention.
 On motion, it was further resolved that gentlemen present
from other States be invited to participate in the proceedings
as honorary members.

Prof. Murray, of Pennsylvania, returned thanks for the
- honor conferred upon him, and introduced Mr. Robert Hamil-
ton, of the Anglo-African, who sung “When Slavery dles
there’ll be Freedom, &c.”

The Business Committee reported resolutions, reading:

« Resolved, That we are in favor of our government against
all its enemies,” &ec. ’ ‘

Another, recommending the Anglo-African, Christian Re-
corder and Colored Citizen to the patronage of the people, and

a series of ‘five, commencing :

« Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Conventlon, the day
' is at Rand when that unmitigated horror; that crime against
"God and humanity; that sum of all villainies; that hell-born
and heaven-defymg mstxtutxon, of American- slavery, k’nown
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and hated by all men, shall cease to exist in the United
States,,” &c. - - -
The first two resolutions were adopted; and the first three of

the last series. Pending the consideration of the remainder,

the Convention was adjourned, by the arrival of the appointed
“hour. ' o ' L
EVENING SESSION. ¢

President Poindexter in the ‘chair. Minutes read and ap-
proved. -

The consideration of the resolutions introduced by the Busi-
ness Committee was resumed. On motion, the remaining res-
olutions of the series were adopted. \ ,

On motion of Mr. A. J. Anderson, the Convention resolved
itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. David Jenkins in the

chair. '
A portion of the address of the National Convention to the

people of the United States, was read by Elder James Pqin-
dexter. » : '

It was moved that so much of the address as had been read
by Mr. Poindexter, be adopted as the sense of this Conven-
tion. - Laid on the table.

Mr. Henry Hurd read the draft of a petition to the Legisla- .

ture, praying for the removal of disabilities on account of
color. Referred to the Business Committee.
Mr. John Booker offered the following :

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Convention that the
colored man or woman who will not do for a colored person,
the circumstances being the same, what they would do for a
white person, is unworthy of our respect or confidence.

After considerable discussion the resolution was adopted.

Eld. Rufus Conrad and Mr. Peter H. Clark were, on motion,
added to the Business Committee. '

The motion to adopt a portion of the address of the Na-
tional to the people of the United States, was taken from the
table. Pending its consideration, the hour for adjournment
arrived. |

-

MORNING SESSION. f
0 January 11th, 1865.
‘Vice President Jenkins in the chair.

Warren.. Minutes read and approved.  *

o

18]

Prayer by Rev. J. A.
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The committee of the whole: arose and reported provress
~ On motion of Mr. A.J. Anderson, all unsettled questlons
were referred to the Business Committee. ‘

Mr. A. N.Redman moved thatM David Jenkins be appointed

‘an agent to press the claims of the colored man upon the Leg-

islature. Laid on the table.
The Business Committee reported the fo]lowin_g: '

" Resolved, That we proceed to organize a. League, auxilliary
to the National Equal Rights League. Laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. J. A. Thompson, the Convention resolved“
itself into a committee of the whole.

Mr. Thompson offered a resolution requiring the govern-
ment to retaliate upon rebel pnsouers the outrages inflicted
upon colored soldiers. :

The committee then arose and reported progress. The res-
olution offered by Mr. Thompson was then adopted. The res-
olution concerning the formation of a State League was taken
from the table and adopted.  *

The Business Committee reported resolutions thanking Mr.
David Jenkins for his services in procuring the passage of cer-
tain laws ; declaring that the safety of the Republic demands
that equal political rights be guaranteed to all in the territo-
ries and reorganized States; claiming promotion for colored

. troops; instructing the Executive Committee to prepare a di-
. gest of the laws of the State relating to colored schools, and

publish them for the benefit of parties interested ; recommend-
ing the printing of the address of the National Convention, &c.

On motion of Mr. P. H. Clark,'the report was laid on the
table until the afternoon session.

Adjourned.
AFTERNOON SESSION.

- President in the chair. - Minutes read and approved. Res-
olutions reported by the Business Committee were taken
from the table. After some discussion they were adopted. -

On motion of Mr. P. H. Clark, it was resolved -to tax each
member one dollar, to defray the expenses of the Convention.

- The total amount paid was $64 10, a portion bemg contnbuted

by the audience.
' Mr Kmney, of Zanesvﬂle, presented his credentlals
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Messrs. J. McSimpson and W. Gassoway denied his right
to a seat, he not having been elected by the general meet-
ing of the citizens, at which they received their appointment.
The Convention decided that, under the call, he was entitled
to a seat. ,v _ ) ‘
~ Rev. J. A. Warren moved a resolution appointing a com.
mittee to arrange for a lecture by Mr. J. M. Langston on the
evening of the 12th of January, the proceeds to be applied to
- sending papers to the colored soldiers. Adopted.

Messrs. J. A. Warren, E. Davis, and G. W. Bryant were ap-

pointed that committee. '

Convention resolved into a committee of the whole, Mr,
David Jenkins in the chair.

Elder James Poindexter read the draft of a preamble and
constitution of an auxiliary League. :
On motion of Mr. J. M. Langston the organization of a

League was made the special order of the evening session.
Adjourned. -

EVENING SESSION.

M. David Jenkins in the chair. Minutes read and approved.

The special order being the consideration of the preamble
and constitution of an auxiliary League, it was voted to con-
sider the subject section by section.

Leave was granted Mr. J. M. Langston to read and explain
the constitution of the National Equal Rights League.

 On motion of Mr. P. H Clark, the_night session was ex-
tended one hour.

The committee then resumed the consideration of ‘the special
order. Articles one and two were adopted. The blank in the
third article was then filled by inserting Cincinnati. It was
then adopted. - The remaining articles and the preamble were

then adopted seriatim, when the committee arose and reported
" the Predmble and Constitution of the ‘Ohio State Auxiliary
Equal Rights League, which was adopted by the Convention.
~ On motion of Mr. J. M. Langston, Messrs. P. H. Clark and
Jackson M. Moore were appointed a Publishing and Revising

Committee, and all monies remaining in the hands of the |

Financial Commlttee of the Conventlon were ordered to be
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placed in their hands, to defray the expense of pubhshmg and\

distributing the minutes.
On motion of Mr. G. G. Collins, 1t was

Resolved, That the League, when organized, shall be incor-
porated. ¢

On motion, article five of the Constitution was recons1déred
On motion, it was resolved to insert in the article “and qual-
ified” after the word “chosen.” The article thus amended
was adopted. -
The Convention then proceeded to elect officers of the
League, with the following result :

PRESIDENT, ‘
PETER H- CLARK oooooooooooooooooooo e ® 80000 -H?milton Couﬂty-
" ‘ : VICE PRESIDENT,
Davip JENRINS ..., cesvesraaans ereive cesseani Fran‘klm County
‘ RECORDING SECRETARY, .
JoHN P. SAMPSON.....ocvtiiieeneninnnecannn Hamilton County.
' CORRESPONDING SECRETARY,
JouN BOORKER.........0nn.. Ceseeeeeaenien s Franklin County.
TREASURER,
Ruros CONRAD....vvvernereacssncscnnonnnans Hamilton County.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE,
A. J. ANDERSON...vvevrieervnrrraonosans ceeeon Butler County.
B R S . Franklin County.
J. M. MOORE. .:cieeeracnoceecocnss eeeaceans Hamilton County.
J. A, SHORTER.:¢:oseeanstoasstrnns ¢ +ees0.Hamilton County.
J. H. Scorr...... presescssesaacsanans eeesecons Lorain County.

L]

Adjourned.
: MORNING SESSION.
January 12th, 1865.

Mr. David Jenkins in the chair. Prayer by Rev. H. J.
Young. Minutes read and approved.

A motion was offered to adjourn at 11 o’clock—amended by
~substituting 4 o’clock. The whole subject was then laid on
* the table.

The resolution reported from the Business Committee -and
adopted by the Convention, oxpenng the publication of the
school law, was, on motion, reconsidered. Mr.J. M. Langston

read, by request, the parts of the school law relatmg to “eol- s

ored schools.

The resohltlon was amended by stnkmg out the words « all =

N
eSS
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legal rights and pnvﬂeges guaranteed by the btate » and in- -
serting “all laws and parts of laws referring to colored chil+*
dren.” . The resolution as amended was then adopted.

Dr. J . McSimpson offered a resolution for the appointment
of a committee to aseertain the number of colored men from
Ohio in regiments formed out of the State; the number .of
killed, wounded, captured, &c. The resolution was adopted,
and Dr. J. McSimpson, Messrs. J. T. Ward, and J. M. Langs-
ton were appointed that committee.

"Mr.J. H. W1111ama of Chllhcothe offered a resolution re-
questing each member of the Conventlon to procure signers
to a petition praying the Legislature to remove all disabilities
on account of color. Adopted.

Mr. E. C. Jackson here requested the permission of the Con-
vention to read an important item of news just received.
Leave was granted. He then proceeded to read the dispatch
announcing the action of the Missouri State Convention by
which slavery was forever abolished in that State. The Con-
vention received the news with loud and prolonged cheering. -

Rev.J A. Warren moved that the Convention sing adoxology,
which was amended, on motion of Mr. J. M. Langston, that
after the singing Rev. John A. Warren shall offer a prayer of
thanksgiving to Almighty God. Adopted:

After singing the doxology, and the prayer by the Rev.
John A. Warren, the Conventmn resumed the consideration

- of business. :

~ It was then resolved that after Mr. Langston’s lecture in the
evening the meeting be turned into a celebration of the
glorious event, the announcement of which had caused so
much joy. :

On motion, the Secretary was directed to record the man-
“ner in which the convention received the news of emancipa-
tion in MlSSOlll'l, and that a copy of the proceedings of this
body be sent to each colored church in St. Louis. -

Mr. Williams, of Gallia, offered a resolution expressive of
the feelings of the Convention concerning the ausplclous
event, which was unanimously adopted. e

Mr. Cbarles A Yancey offered a series of resolutﬁons recog, N

I
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nizing the Divine Power in the ordering of this war, asserting
‘the duty of colored men to yield unwavering support to the
government, and proposing petitions to the authorities for the .

* confiscation of the property of all colored men who evade
their duty, in this crisis. The resolutions were adopted.

On mohon, the Pubhshlng Committee was instructed to
suppress all conﬁmtmg or synonymous resolutions.

Mr. J. H. Williams, of Chillicothe, offered a resolution com-
mending Wilberforce University, Albany Enterprise Acad-
emy, Oberlin College and Iberia College, which was adopted.

Mr. Ward moved that one thousand copies of the minutes
be printed. Carried.

On motion, it was resolved to place the sum realized from
‘Mr. Langston’s lecture in the hands of Elder G. W. Byrant, to
be held subject to the order of the editors of those papers for
whose benefit it is intended.

On motion, it was resolved that the members of this Con-
.vention shall constitute the members of the Ohio State Aux-
iliary Equal Rights League for the first year.

Mr. Jackson, of Greene, moved that General Butler’s fare-
well address to the colored soldiers in the army of the James
be published with the minutes. ’

On motion of Dr.J. McSimpson, a resolutlon of thanks to
General Butler was adopted.

Adjourned.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

President in the chair. Minutes read and approved.

Mr. Washington, of Franklin, offered a resolution condemn-
ing substitute brokers. Adopted

On motion of Mr. Gassoway, of Muskingum Oounty, the res-
olution offered by Mr. Yag;cey, concerning the confiscation of
the property of colored men whoevade their duty to the gov-
" ernment, was reconsidered.. The resolutlon ‘was then mdeﬁ»
' nitely “postponed. |
Mr. Washington, of Franklin, offered a ﬁesolutlon recom-
- mending Mr. David Jenkins to the Executive Coramittee of
the Equal Rights League ‘as a smtable person to act as agent
of the League Adopted. ‘ : ‘ 3
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Rev:J. A. Warren oﬁ‘ered a resolution of congratulanon and
‘advice to our brethren of the South, who are Just emergmg
from the night of slavery. Adopted.

On motion of Rev. John A. Warren, the Convention 3
adopted a resolution thanking the congregation of the Baptist
Church, and the citizens of Xenia, for their kind treatment;
also the officers of the Conwention, for the manner in which
they have performed their duties.

On motion, the Secretary was permitted to read the min- .
utes of the entire day before the adjournment.

The Finance Committee reported the receipt of $22 99;
expended $18 00; balance $4 99.

A vote of thanks to Messrs. Robert Hamilton and J. P.
Sampson, editors of the Anglo-Afirican and Colored Citizen,
was adopted, when the Convention adjourned.

LIST OF DELEGATES.
| CHAMPAIGNE. COUNTY, :
Reév. Henry A. Jackson......uoevnnennnennns. RN Urbanna.
Henry Ford......ccovviiiiiiniinennn Crbeecietasoaas . )
CLARK COUNTY, - ”
Frank Boyd..o.oveeeieeeeererennnenanneeenas A..@.Springﬁe]d.
Rev. Jesse M. Devine ..ovvvennenennnnnnne. cecasuaone L
B.-K. Sampson........... Cesersesasesas eeanssse ooe “
J.J. Whetsell ... iiiiiii ittt ieicnnnsnns “
A . J. Gordon,.....oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaen Yellow Springs.
GREENE COUNTY, : . ‘
John Cousins...oveeiieiiieerooereenesonscncasncasneas Xenia
Rev. E. D. Davis.o.iiiitieiieeineseronecaocsancsnnass “
Samuel Troy, Jr..ccuiiiieiiiiiiiiiiieiieiineaionnens «
Elder G. W, Byrante......ccieeeieeiocnerecnacanns eas S
Cyrus Viney..coveeieenreenrneeseaacannnns eeresesnees Y
Thomas D. Tucker.....ccovvvviinnnn sesesessssvevetuonn “ s
Demby, Roberts..c.ovveuiiiineieeeeecsssnossscorsscnnns “
Rev. D. A/ Payne........coovvnes Xenia Wllberforce Institute.
- E. C. Jackson............. ceeeiaane “ “
: CUYAHOGA COUNTY, o _
Rev. J. A, Warren...ooeeveneneneneennennnn .vveoCleveland.,
' MERCER COUNTY, L
" HoHurde.oooooooiiiiaan, eeenn e e Carthagena via Celina.
| PICKAWAY COUNTY, o
Benjamin Hudson........... R P T Circleville.
. ~ N ; ) @ i = ¢



Lomlm COUNTY,

M. Langston,...........,..........................Obelhn.
I:I gcott-ull'ooco'..'n.c.l...t.c.o‘0‘0...0--0-0-‘ ¢«

G COlliNB . e v vureeensnnineneneonnnmmennonenensons &
J. Robinson..........coviviiiiiiiiniennen... . Wellingten.

BUTLER COUNTY, ,
. Jd. Anderson... .. iiiiiiiieiiieiineaneanes. .. Hamilton.
' WARREN COUNTY,
J. C. Abney................................3.......Lebanon.
" LUCAS COUNTY, :
Rev. H. J. Young.....oovviiiiiniiieininiioeeeesen.. . Toledo.
‘ - FRANKLIN COUNTY,

D Jenklns © 9 8 5 0 8 0060606 P00 ©6 06 0O 5O OO0 e G0 ©O O 0 Q0O E 0O OC b COlumbUS.
" Elder James Poindexter...o.oueeeeeeeoeoenoenneens o

o ®

ke

o

John Booker......oovieiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii,
J. H. Romey..ovvuiiniiiiiiiiiiinneneeneneneannns s
Al Thompson couvuuiiiin i ifeviseneernnnonasens “

W

J. Washington........................... “

CH. Johnson .. .ee. it e T e et €
T. Ward L

MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
B. Peters.......coovveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e ... Dayton

. . MUSKINGUM COUNTY, :
Wesley Gassoway .....c.vvevineenrenncansnonseas .. Zanesville.
0 3 RN IR el 11§ ¢ 1-70) ¢ S g L

e

W. R Kinney.........coiiiiiieiiinesieesseereea....Putnam,

SHELBY COUNTY,
A.N. Redman.........coouvevevevvenneenn....Dinsmore P. 0.
J. D. Betts......................................AnnaP 0.

DELAWARE COUNTY,
F. D. Merrltt................,........V............Delaware.
E. R Conrad...c.ooiiiiiieiiiiniinenrrroneoensanes «

MIAMI COUNTY,

Joshua Smith............coiiiiiiiienneneno oo Troy.

Rev. J. P. Wllson....................................quua.
G, W, WilS0D e eeteireeseeeoneeeereeooiesnnoasnennos
Rev. JohnMlller.....................'................ «
R. O. Smlth. «

: ROSS COUNTY,
John H. lehams................................Ohﬂhcothe.

HAMILTOX COUNTY,
P. H Clark......................................Llnclnnatl.
Jackson M. MoOOTE. . uv e iioreneeerieenerenneennnnnnns “
John P. Sampson.......x.......................... L
Rev. Rufug ,Conrad ... coveeevieniinrvnnenennceennens “
Rev. J. Az%h “

T - RN S

Orter...........-...¢.-.---.--o---coo
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R : . ATHENS COUNTY, : :
John T. Berry,....... ceeees e e eeeeneenes ce

GALLIA COUNTY,. . :
Elder Henry Williams. .....oovvvviinnn... e Galhpohs.v
JACKSON COUNTY, .
Charles A. Yancey....ooevvvereeeninniiannns .Berlin X Roads. -
MEIGS 'COUNTY, o
H. Coles voevvninnnniniineniinsneenns b eeeriaiannes ;. . Pomeroy.
CLINTON COUNTY, - 1
Bolomon Day.......covvveviviiiiiiieiiiesns.. o Martinsville,
' WABHINGTON COUNTY, r
G, W, Harmison .ooveininiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienn Harmar.
~ HONORARY MEMBERS,
Robert Hamilton .....cvvvunes 184 Church Street, New York City.
W. D, Jones vveerrenreeeeeeneceoenneeancons Chatham, C. W,
P.H Murray coeveeeernrirecnrieesnoas Reading, Pennsylvania.

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE CONVENTION.

1. Resolved, That we are in favor of our Government and
the Union, agamst all enemies, at home or abroad, that our
fathers fought to establish, and we will fight to ma,mta.m them
that we will not hesitate in the prompt performance of 0111}’,
duty to the nation in this, its dreadful hour of peril, but will
prove with our blood that we deserve to be treated as Amer-
ican citizens.

2. Resolved, That in the opinion of this 00nvent10n the day
is near at hand when that unmitigated horror, that crime
against God and humamty, that sum of all v111a1n1es that hell-

 born, heaven-defying institution, American slavery, hated of

men everywhere, will cease to exist in the United States.

3. Resolved, Tha,t we hail the event with joy and ‘thanks-
giving, as turnmg a bright page in the history of progressive
civilization, a triumph of just principles; a practical assertion
of the fundamental truths laid down in the great charter of
- Republican liberty, the Declaration of Independence. -

4. Resolved, That while we rejoice in its overthrow as a sys-
~tem, there are serious reasons to fear that we will, in another
form, remain its victims so long-as we are helpless subjects of
‘ arbltrary legislation ; and having been pronounced citizens by

the judicial advisers of the Government; having been taxed = |

for its support, required to hazard and sacrifice our lives in its :
_ .defense,.» we do, therefore,.solemnly ask in the name of just-

ﬁ,
# p
Lk
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- ice, that there shall remain no laws, State or Nanonal makmg
distinction on account of color.

5. Resolved, That the safety of the Repubhc demands that,
in the Temtorles in the rebel States, when reorganized, and
throughout the entire nation, colored men shall exercise the
elective franchise, and be otherwise fully clothed Wlth the |
rights of American citizens>

6. Resolved, That there still remain upon the statute books
of Ohio, laws unJustly making distinction on account of color,
and we earnestly protest against them, and demand of our
Legislature the laws be purified, and made to conform to the
requirements of Republican justice.

7. Resolved, That we view with pride, the generous ardor
of our fellow- cmze_ns men of colgr, who have rushed to the
standard of their country, and hav ’in 80 many bloody fights,

‘maintained the honor of their race, their State and their
country.

8. Resolved, That Justice demands that the path of promo- ,
tion should be opened to them, and that they should have the
same incentives to honorable exertion as are presented to the *
white soldier.

9. Resolved, That we extend to our newly emancipated
brothers and sisters of the South, just emerging from their
night of slavery, our right hand of fellowship and most cordial
God-speed, and advise them to enter upon their new and free
life with an.earnest determination to cultivate among them-

selves education, temperance, frugality and morality, together

with all other things “that pertain to a well ordered and dig-
nified life,” and we pledge to these, our brothers and sisters, a
constant and manly endeavor; on our part, to secure to them
 and ourselves, complete freedom and enfranchisement in tbis,
our native land and under American laws.

10. Resolved, That we do also advise our newly emanci-
pated brothers and sisters who have lived together as/hus-
bands and wives, according to slaveholding usages, while
slaves, as soon as practicable to be married according to law,
‘and thus legalize their marriages and legitimate their chll-
dren. '

WHEREAS, It is the opinion of the Conventiofi’ that it is
through Divine Agency that the present war is thrust upon
the American Government, as a just retribution for its insults
to justice and its inhumanity to the colored peO]?le of the
United States, and '

WHEREAS, We believe it to be the duty of every colored
‘man to yield a cheerful obedience to that Divine Agency, and

WHEREAS, We are convmced that it can be most eﬂ'ectually‘
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comphed with by glvmg the Umon Army service and support,
therefore

11. Resolved, That in our petitions to the authontles of

the (xovernment, asking all the rights of American citizens, -

that we do not mean to include such as have illegally evaded,

or refused in any way, to assist the Federal &rmy to subdue
. the rebellion. ’

Y 12. Resolved, That we hail with Jaoy the emancipation of

h"slaves in the Sta of Missouri, and also the re-election of

Abraham Lincoln, and the installation of 8. P. Chase as the
Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court.

13. Resolved, That as fathers and brothers of the brave col~ »

ored troops in the Army of the James, this Convention ex-
press our deepest gratitude to Major General Butler for his
fatherly and impartial treatment ot the colored soldiers under
his command.

14. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Convention that
the colored man or woman who will not do for a colored per-

son, the circumstances being the same, what they would do -

for a white person, is unworthy of our respect and confidence.
WHEREAS, Ma,ny of our rural districts are not thoroughly

informed as to their rights and privileges under the State ;

school laws, and

WHEREAS, In many cases said districts afe deliberately de-
prived of said rights by Boards of Education; therefore be it

15. Resolved, That the executive Board shall compile,ina

circular all laws and parts of laws begrmg on the educational

interests of the colored people of Ohio, ,and: circulate the
same where needed.

16. Resolved, That this Convention,in view of its very high

appreciation of the conduct of our brothers in arms, feel
called upon to inquire of the General Government what direct

action, if any, has yet been taken to release our brave soldiers

and sailors now prisonersin the hands of rebels. And that we

:ﬁk of the authorities prompt retaliation for any wrongs done
em.

17. Resolved, That we appoint a commxttee of three per-

N
/ -

sons, whose duty it shall be to ascertain the number of men °

from the State of Ohio who are filling regiments credited to.
other States; also the number of such men who have been °

killed, Wounded or captured by the enemy, and for the sake of
such kﬂl@u, wounded or captured soldiers, or their families,

seek to have the bounty pay or pension due them paid to .

~ them, and, if possible, to have such men credited to the State
- of Ohio.

s \
N
oy A

18. WHEBEAS, Webeheve gl‘eat injustice has been done to ol
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colored recruits and substitutes by colored and white bounty
brokers, acting as recruiting agents, who practice deception

upon them, and take advantage of their ignorance, we feel:

that such men are not worthy of our confidence and respect,
and they meet our most hearty disapprobation.

19. Resolved, That the delegates of this Convention be and
they are hereby requested to use, in their several localities;
their best endeavors to procure signatures to petitions asking
the Legislature of this State to adopt such measures as will

“secure the repeal of all laws making distinctions. on account

of color; said petitions to be first forwarded to the President
of the League at Cincinnati. '
20. Resolved, That we view with pride and heartily indorse
the efforts of the gentlemen composing the Faculties and Ex-
ecutive Boards of the Wilberforce University at Xenia, O.;
the Albany Enterprise at Albany, O.; the Oberlin College at
Oberlin, Lorain Co., O.; and the Iberia College in Morrow
Co., O., to develop the intellectual powers of cur youth, and

for opening a field for the honorable employment of those

powers. 4
21. Resolved, That we recommend to the patronage of the

colored people of the State of Ohio, as the best family period-
icals, the Anglo-African, Christian Recorder, and Colored
Citizen. : “

99. Resolved, That this Convention return thanks to D.

Jenkins, Esq., for his untiring efforts to effect the passage of

the law securing to the families of our brave soldiers and sail-

- ors their rights; and also the passage of an amendment to the

school law. v
23. Resolved, That we do most respectfully recommend to

" the Executive Board of the State Equal Right’s League, as a
~ suitable person to act as an agent on behalf of the colored peo-

ple of this State, with members of our State Legislature, to
secure our rights according to law, David Jenkins, Ksq., of
Coelumbus, Ohio. , . 4‘

' 94. Resolved, That we recommend the Executive Commit-
tee of the State Rights League to print, for general circula-
tion, the address of the National Convention to the people of
the United States, if their fands will permit. S

95. Resolved, That the members of the Coﬁ;fén&tibn, who . |
assembled in Xenia on the 10th of January, 1865, in the First =

Baptist Church, return their hearty and sincere thanks to the
citizens of Xenia and the members of gpid Church, for the hos-

-pitable manner in which they have been entertained; also
that we heartily thank the officers of our Convention for the
* manner in which they have performed their duties.: ‘

Qs

e,




CONSTITUTION

‘N
; . OF THE
i )
OHIO STATE AUXILIARY EQUAL RIGHTS LEAGUE.
PREAMBLE.

Believing that by united action on oar part, we can do
much to encourage sound morality, education, temperance,
ffug:’ﬂi‘ty and industry among the people, and promote every?
thing to a well-ordered and dignified life ; that we can obtain,
by appeals to the minds and consciences of the American peo-
ple, or by legal process, when necessary, a recognition of the
rights of the colored people of Ohio as American citizens ; and
believing, also, that stle}l united action can be secured in our
State, through the instrumentality of a Stale organization;
therefore, we hereby agree to form ourselves into a State
Equal nghts League, and to be governed by the following

CONSTITUTION :

Art. 1st. - This Association shall be called The Ohio State
Aucxiliary Equal Rights League.

~Art. 2nd. The object of this Leaguc shall be to secure, by
pohtlcal and moral means as far as may be, the repeal o all
 laws and parts of laws, State and National, that make disftinc.
tions on account of olor

Art. 3d. To accomplish this obJect the Society shall estab-
lish its head-quarters permanently in the city of Cincinnati,

w

Ohio. There it shall have its office and business rooms: It :

shall also employ the press and such numbers of agents and
lecturers as may be needed to carry out the objects of its cre-

ation.
Art. 4th, Any person may become a member of this
League, by subscribing to its principles as above expressed,

and by making such contributions: to its funds as he or she;

. . may be able.' - Church organizations, societies and schools may
become auxﬂlary on the same condltnons, and shall be entitled -

to send delegates to the annual meetings of the League.

- Art. 5th, The oyﬂicexjs of the League shall be, a Pljemdent L
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Vice President, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secre-
tary, and Treasurer, who shall hold their offices one year, or
until their successors are chosen and qualified, and who, with
five persons chosen from the remaining members of the
League, shall constitute an Executive Board. ’
Art. 6th. Tt shall be the duty of the President’to preside
-at all meetings of the Leagne and the Executive Board. In’
his absence, these duties shall be performed by the Vice Pres-
ident. It sha;il be the duty of the Recording Secretary to keep
a full and complete record of the doings of the League and of
the Ixecutive Board, which record shall he open to the inspec-
tion of the members of the League at all times. It shall be
the further duty of the Recording Secrefary to keep all the
books and papers belonging to the League at the office in Cin-
cinnati. And it shall further be the duty of the Recording
Secretary to take charge of and keepin good order the offices
and business rooms of the League. For the performance of
these duties, the Recording Secretary shall receive such com-
pensation as'the Executive Board may determine.
The duties of the Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer
- shall be such as usually attach to such offices. The Treasurer
- shall give bonds in the sum of one thousand dollars ($1,000),
as security for the proper disbursement of all funds that may

“‘come into his hands, and shall make a report to the Executive _

Board of all moneys received by him and expended under its/
° - : R
order, at its quarterly meetings.

It shall be the duty of the Executive Board to take charge of “

the particular and general interests of the League, and make
such needful rules and regulations for the accomplishment of
the object of the League, as sound ‘discretion and necessity
shall dictate. It shall be the further duty of the Executive
Board to make an annual report of its doings to the League at
its annual meetings. .

Art. Tth. The annual meetings of the League, for the elec-
tion of officers, hearing the Annual Report of the Executive
Board, an transactions of ‘other business of the League, shall
be held in such places as the Executive Board may determine
on the first Monday of January in each year, after 1865.

Art. 8th. The Executive Board shall hold its first meeting

at Cincinnati on the first Monday in February next, and quar-
terly meetings thereafter at said city, at each of which it shall

receive reports from its agents and lecturers in regard to all

they have done,and all moneys collected ; which reports shall
be preserved by the Recurding Secretary. It shall also be the

Lo

s

‘duty of the,Executive Board at each quarterly meeting, to set-

- tlein full with its agents and lecturers.
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Agt ‘)th All agents and lecturers, and agents in the ser-
vice of the League shall be emp]ov‘ed and directed in their
labors by the Executive Board, and to the Board alone shall be
accountable.

Art. 10th. The Executive Board shall teceive for their ser-
vices at each quarterly meeting, said meetings not to consume
more than three daysin its sittings, one dollar per day, and nec-
essary fraveling expenses.

Art. 11th. A majority of the Executive Board shall ¢onsti-
tute a quorum for doing all business pertaining to the League.

Art. 12. This Constitution may be altered or amended by

a vote of two-thirds of the members of the League, at any ,
annual meetmg

OFFICERS OF THE LEAGUE.

PETER H. CLARK ........... . i, PresIDENT.
DAVID JENKINS ... it Vice PresiDENT.
JOHN BOOKER........... eovoo.. CorRRESPONDING SECRETARY.

JOHN P. SAMPSON ..................RecoRDING SECRETARY.
RUFUS CONRAD

............................... TREASURER.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTRE,

A. J» ANDERSON, J. M. MOORE, J, T. WARD, J. A.
SHORTER, J. H. BCOTT.




FAREWELL ADDRESS -

OF MAJOR-GENERAL BEﬁJAMlN F. BUTLER TO THE COLORED TROOPS
OF THE ARMY OF THE JAMES. f

In this army you have been treated not as laborers, but as
soldiers. :

You have shown yourselves worthy of the uniforms you
wear. |

" The best officers of the Union seek to command you.

Your bravery has won the ad miration even of those who
would be your masters,

Your patriotism, ﬁdehty, and courage ha‘:e illustrated the
best qualities of manhood.

With the bayonets you have unlocked the iron-gates of prej-
udice, opening new fields of freedom; liberty and equality—
of right to yourselves and your race forever.

Comrades of the Army of the James, ¥ bid )ou farewell

Farewell !
’ - BENJ. F. BUTLER, Major General.




