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ILucas Green House
P.0,Greendale Salisbury

February II I959
My dear é%rge

So very many thanks for your furthee long letter telling me

of your exehanges with Eden. I am afriid he is a very siek man . Certainly
he was one of the main vietims of all the confusiom which eame about in
our foreign policy in London in the terrible years from I93I onwards.

Well all of that is todsy the past but we are being ealled upon
to pay a heavy priee for the " dreadful thirties ". I wonder what will
be the upshot of these renewed exchhnges with the Russians . I still
think that fear for that Easterm frontier is ome of the main ob:tlzeles
in the way ef any aececemmedatien with Russia.

In mry case it has been delightful hearing from you and I do hope
your health will improve. I am getting very feeble nearly 78 so I do
not know what you ean expeet. One of my troubles is that my memory
is failing me badly vwhich throws additional responsibility on to the
shouldepr of D who is ten years younger than I am. Howver she is

standing up to it all wonderfully. We are due to ge home in May for our
usual yearly wvisit.

Thank you ggain for your mest interesting letter about Eden. In
the years between the two wars we were very clesely together but today
I hear mothing of him.

Yourp ever y
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Imncas Greemn House
P,0.Greendale

Salisbury Feb 2 I959

My dear George
Tmbnk yvou so much for vour delightful letter, 1t we are
both of us distressed to hear that von éhev been so suffering. I do hope
things may improve for yvou. I never forget with gratitude our assoeiation
5 1. 4 o o . & ¥ V. = Avis UYL 7’ . - WO L de N IL

Perhaps it was fortunate for me that Edem, much against my will, removed
me from Viemma just after you left. At least I was spared direct

responsibility for the betrayal of Austria, " the key to the whole

diagnosis of the " dreadful thirties " ~ " The Unfol¥giving Years ", the
best appreciation of that-terrible period vhich has been writtem.

Yes indeed , we are faced with a trememdous problem, to reconcile
the memace of:Russia with 'the absolutely wvital need to prevemt the
rearmament of Germany.

Things go om here much as usual. Dorothy is very well amd loves

the 0ld home land, I never expected to end my days so far awzy, but
Rupert was respomsible for that when he earried off daughter.

Thank you again. It was delightful hearing from you. Love to
Marion from us both.

Yours. ever

) a
Ve ( ’1«’5¢{ .

c—"‘—L”“’
P.S¢e T am interested to hear that you are in toueh with Eden., I
am afraid he is im a very bad wgy. Very sad.

I Xnew him particularly well, We spent some four years towrthe:
as Private Secretary durimg the great days of Austen Chamberlain's
Foreign Secretaryship., Pity was it for the country whem in the midst of
the confusion which had eome about in the Foreign Office ( vide my book )
he was mot returmed as the Foreigm Seeretary. Wome better than Austen
knew how to deal with the Germans, He would certainly have avided
the terrible blunders which were committed im our foreign policy from
I931 onwards - .the disastrous rift with Italy.

Foreign Secretaryship in the years from I936-19328, Like all of the
Fereign Secretarfes after I93T he came down in the midst of the

confusion. Dennis Barden brought out the point of EBden's failure
very well in his biography.
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

PERSONAL January T, 1959.

Dear George:

I was glad to have even a moment to see you in Mexico City
and regret that my crowded schedule did not permit enough time
for an extended talk with you. This made your letter of Decem-

ber 8, 1958, all the more welcome, and your remarks concerning
my health and my work were deeply appreciated.

Your own well-=being has been a source of concern to me, and
I was glad to learn from Dick Rubottom and Bob Hill that you have
gradually recovered from your operation and are regaining your
strength.

Your letter summarizing the trends in Mexico over the last
two decades was most interesting. Having passed on to us views
based on your own incomparable experience in Latin America, you
may be interested in knowing that the problems which you raised
are giving us considerable concern here. For this reason, I
was especially glad to be able to meet President Lopez Mateos
even during the crowded period of the inaugural ceremonies. It
is much too early to judge the kind of administration he will
give Mexico, and not even a president can control all develop-
ments which affect a country, but I was encouraged by my private
conversation with the President as well as by the caliber of the
men he has appointed to his Cabinet.

Discussions on the possibility of U.S. financial assistance
to Mexico have been carried out sporadically over a number of
months. I assure you that whatever action is ultimately taken
on our part will be in accord with sound fiscal practices and
our basic national interests.

With best wishes, ~
\
\

Sincerely yours

/
(YALLa /)
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f
ohn Fostér Dulles
The Honorable
George S. Messersmith,
Mexico, D. F.




