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)zy' dear <forge · 

Lucas Green House 

P.O.Greendale Salisbury 

February II I959 

So Tery maru thanks for your fnrtbn long letter telling me 

of your exehance• wi tb Eden. I am a.frlid he is a yery sick man • Certain! 

be was one of the main Tiotims of all the confusion which eame about in 

our foreign pol,icy in London in the terrible years from I93I onwards. 

Well all of that is today the past but we are being called upon 

to pay a beaTY price for tb'e " dreadful thirties 11 • I wonder what will 

be the bpshot of these ~enewed excaance• with the Russians. I still 

think that fear for that Eastern frontier is 0one of the main ob.;t:.;.e le;; 

i• the way ef &JIJ" a•••mm.•aati•• with Rll•ala. 
In !IJ!V case it has been delightful bearing from you and I do hope 

your health will improTe. I am getting yery feeble nearly 78 so I do 

not know what you oan expect. One of ~ troubles is that uzy- memory 

is failing me badly \\hich throws additional responsibility on to the 

sb:ouldett• of D who 1 s ten years younger than I am. I!Ilowl'er she ls 
standing up to it all wonderfully. we are due to go bome in May for our 

usual yearly Tisit. 

Thank you gain for your most interesting letter about Eden. In 
the years between the t'liJO wars we were yery closely together but toda;y 

I bear mthing of him. 

Yours eyer 

ffr<?/vd. 
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My dear @ieorce 

Lucas green Vouse 
P o. ~reendale 

3alisbury Feb? I959 

Ta rrk yous r-ruch f - vonr eligh.tful letter, b t we are 
both of us distrFssed to hear th·1 t vou A. v been so suffering. I do hope 
th.ings mey · .. rove fo:- vou r neve forget ·wf tl'T gratitude our associat on 
Perhaps 1t AS fortun~te fr e that den, much against nv wil remo €d 

e from Vienl!lla just ~fter vou left. At lee.st I was spared direct 
responsibil ty f ,. the 'betraya of Austria, 11 the ey to the ~~ole 
internat ona situation " ,::i.g Amery- b oug t out in his 'brilliant 
diagnosis of t e II d,.e'-'dful thirt es " ~ 11 The 'l!Jhfo~i vi '!Y Ye rs 11 , the 
best appreciat n of' ·t• t tArr le :period "t-.ihich has been written. 

Yes indePd we 
the menace of Rnasi a wit 
rearmament f Germaey. 

f 

re faced tiri t'h a tremendous prob1 em, to rec 
the Abso tttely vital need to pre ent the 

Things O"'t here much as usual. furotey is very- well and loves 
bei a in the proximity of d~ughter. That said o e cannnt bel:p missing 
the old home and. ! never expected to end ey days so far a gy, b t 
Rupert was responsible foT that vihen he carried off daughter. 

Thank you again. It 1.'aS delightful hearing from you. Love to 
Marion f om ns both. 

Yon~~ever 

it: re:!· 
P , S r 8:!D interested to he4r that you are in tourh with Eden. I 

a'll afraid he is in a very bad way. Very sad 
I ew hi particularly well. We spent some four yea.rs t 0 "1ft'fler 

as Pr! ate Seer tary d rir.ra the great days of us-ten Cha"!Jberlain a 
Foreign Secretaryship. Pity as iL for the country when in them dst of 
the confusion \\hich bad ome about in the Forei n Office ( vide nzyr book ) 
be was ot returned aa the Foreign Secretary Ifbne better th%:1 usten 

ew how to deal with the Gexma.ns. He ·won <i certainly he: e avided 
the terr ble blunders whic were comm.£ tted in our- foreign policy from 
I93I o wards - the disastr us rift with It~ly. 

I shall be interested to read wat Eden bas to say of his 
Foreign Secretaryship in the years from I936-I9~B. L e all of the 
Fe reign Secretaxj:es fter I93I he c e down in the midst of the 
confusion . Denn s Barden brought t the polnt f Eden's failure 
very well in h s bic,grap'hy. 
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PERSONAL 

Dear George: 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

January 7, 1959. 

I was glad to have even a moment to see you in Mexico City 
and regret that my crowded schedule did not permit enough time 
for an extended talk with you. This made your letter of Decem­
ber 8, 1958, all the more welcome, and your remarks concerning 
my health and my work were deeply appreciated. 

Your own well-being has been a source of concern to me, and 
I was glad to learn from Dick Rubottom and Bob Hill that you have 
gradually recovered from your operation and are regaining your 
strength. 

Your letter summarizing the trends in Mexico over the last 
two decades was most interesting. Having passed on to us views 
based on your own incomparable experience in Latin America, you 
may be interested in knowing that the problems which you raised 
are giving us considerable concern here. For this reason, I 
was especially glad to be able to meet President Lopez Mateos 
even during the crowded period of the inaugural ceremonies. It 
is much too early to judge the kind of administration he will 
give Mexico, and not even a president can control all develop­
ments which affect a country, but I was encouraged by my private 
conversation with the President as well as by the caliber of the 
men he has appointed to his Cabinet. 

Discussions on the possibility of U.S. financial assistance 
to Mexico have been carried out sporadically over a number of 
months. I assure you that whatever action is ultimately taken 
on our part will be in accord with sound fiscal practices and 
our basic national interests. 

With best wishes, 

The Honorable 
George S. Messersmith, 

Mexico, D. F. 

Sincerely yours 

I 
ohn Fost~r Dulles 


