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FBI director focuses talk on
importance of character

The character and bravery of
the soldiers whao fought at D-Day
sofme 55 years ago were recalled
by FBI Director Louis J. Freeh as
he spoke at Commencement
May 29 in Delaware Stadium.
Speaking under a clear, sunny
sky 0 a crowd o 25,000-plus
gracuates, family members and
friends, Freeh said, “You bring 1o
this graduation the hopes, the
prayers, thi .1-1|'riT.1Ii1_m_l., nat just
of your family, but of your coun-
try and all of the people who will
depend on you so much.”

Freeh said that, on a recent trip to
Europe, he visited the beaches of
MNormandy, site of the tuming
point of World War 1l and “per-
haps one of the most memaorable
occasions of the centuny.”

"My father, along with many,
many other Americans aver-
age age 19 to 22 — landed on
those beaches, 6:30 a.m. on June
6, 1944." he said. Standing at the
French cemetery where almaost
10,000 Americans are buried,
and looking down to what was
known as Utah Beach and
Omaha Beach, Freeh said he
thnught of the sacrifices and the
character of the soldiers,

Oine of the things-that turned the
tide of battle that morning was
the independent action of the
young  soldiers  themselves
*Small groups of soldiers - 19,
20, 21 years old - without lead-
ers, in many cases without
sergeants, organized themselves
and started to work their way up
the very, very difficult and devas-
tating line of fire to take the
heights right above the beach,”
Freeh said. “And, thats what
turned the day”

No matter how one defines char-
acter, Freeh said, “What's impor-
tant, | think, to think about today
is the sacrifices that those men
and many, many women over
the Vears have gi".'t':n 0 Our Coun-
try and how essential character,
integrity and sacrifice have
been.”

In surveys of American high
schools, ethics and character
have been rated as very impor-
tant, with the majority of young
people listing them as the single
mast important issues that will
challenge them in their jobs and
their families, Freeh said. At the
same time, concems about char-
acter, honesty and integrity are
on the increase.

“We have spent a lot of time in
the FBI trying to focus on these
basic, core values...All of our
employess who work in your
service, are constantly reminding
themselves about the relevance
of integrity, honesty, fairness,
compassion, respect for human
dignity. Without those cormpo-

nents, neither the law enforce-
rment ""nl"r'l.'iﬂ'l""‘ l]i aur T_'ULII'I:[F!,' nor
the country itself, whether in its
corporate or family components,
will be able to be successful,” he
said,

But, these core values aren't
learned at the FBI Academy or at
LD, he said. “Sociologists tell us
we learn these wvalues when
weTe about 2 1o 3 years old from
our parents, which is why we say
a special thank you to the par-
ents today.

“Those values...have great cur-
rency and great relevance to you
on this special day. Tell the truth.
Be kind to others. Respec! peo-
ple. Be fair, Feel sorry for people.
Don't take other people’s proper-
ty. We call these things by much
miore impressive and much more
complex denominations, but
they are the basic values relevant
to character, relevant to integrity
and relevant 1o your success,”
Freeh said,

He told the new graduates they
have a required role to play in
public service, which “doesn’t
mean being in the FBL" as, he
said, are 67 UD alumni, “What it
means is displaying those strong
qualities of citizenship, patrio-
tism, character |and] honesty,
and passing on ancl pre |p.a:thing
those values to vour families and
YOWIT COmmunities.

“All of you have wonderful roads
ahead of you; you've traveled a
splendid road to pet here today.
Please, as you do that, as you
begin your careers and the
exciternent of vour lives, keep in
mind those basic core values,
which will guide vou well,
which have guided you well to
this day and which will keep our
country strong and free in the
years to come,” Freeh said.
Freeh was honored earlier in the
ceremony with an honorary doc-
tor of laws degree. Charles M.
Cawley, a member of the Univer
sity's Board of Trustees, read the
citation honoring Freeh for his
public service, his work as a fed
eral prosecutor, his belief in equi-
ty and justice and his commit-
ment to his family, nofing that
“few if amy men among us are
more noble,”

The ceremony opened with the
procession of alumni delegates,
with alumni from the classes of
the 1930s through 1998, repre-
senting the more than 100,000
living alumni of the University in
76 countries throughout the
world. In addition, several mem-
bers of the Class of 1949
marched with the group, cele-
brating 50 years as alumni.

Also at the ceremony, five stu-
dents rﬂ:]gnizm'l by
Delaware Gov. Thomas R. Carp-
er for achieving the highest

W e

cumulative grade index in
full-tirme stucly for a baccalau
reate degree at the University.
Honored were

* Farah Hag, daughter of Tan-
weer and Taraha Haq of Syra-
cuse, N.Y., a Du Pont Scholar,
who majored in marketing
and minors in biology and
rmanagement information sys-
lexms;

» Mark Christopher Messina,
son of Alfred and Angelina
Messina of Wilmington, who
received a degree in business
administration, with minors
in finance, management
information systems and eco-
MCATICS;

» Walt Roshon of Smyrna, son
of Marlene Roshon and hus-
hand of Kate Roshon, who
received a degree in engi-
neering technology, with a
concentration in technical
applications;

¢ Tamala Marie Stigile,
daughter of Tom and Elaine
Stigile of Wilmington, who
was awarded a degree in
family and community ser-

vices and has received a full
fellowship 1o pursue her mas-
ter's :|1'grn~ at Florida State
Lnimversity: amd

= Elizabeth Kristine “Betsy”
Turner, 1].m|.e|h||-r of Dawvid
Turner of Reading, Pa., and
Gail and Frank Corvaia ol
Birdshoro, Pa., who received
a degree in psychology, with
a minor in Spanish.

Mindy Weller, president  of
the University of Delaware
senior lass, |1:[~_l.r*n11_'ri Presi-
dent David P Roselle with the
largest senior class gift in the

University's  history - more
than 173,000,
“This  year, our class

embarked upon a fund-rais
ing campaign so unicue that
it has set a precedent for
every graduating class to
come," Weller said,

Evéry senior was contacted
by a fellow classmate and
asked for a donation, she
said

Students also were asked
what they would like their
donation to benefit,

Contributions have been des-
ignated for the library, com-
puting  sites, fitness centers,
dining hall, the Carpernter
Sports Building, the Trabant
LUniversity Center and the)
Perking Student Center, as
well as numerous academic)
departments, she said,
“We have truly left a great
legacy for future classes to
come to ensure that not onky
their education, but also
some of the most important
H"Hl"'.irl'l'l and ‘\.".':,II:‘I'.' CEenters
around the campus, will con-
tinue to be the best, just as
Il‘ll"-_r' were o Ls at rhﬂ I_II'III
versity of Delaware,” Welles
said.
In accepting the gift, Roselle
saidl, “Your gift is a validation
of your experience at the Lini-
versity of Delaware, and it
ranks in character and appre-
ciation among the most wel-
comed gifts that we have
received in the last sever
wears,”

— John Brennan



BEht"ﬂ_‘ in vourself” was the advice
Charles Lewis gave the newest members of
the Class of 1998 at Winter Commence-
ment, held Jan. 9 in the Bob Carpenter Cen-
fer.

Lewis, a 1975 UD graduate, is the founder
and current executive director of the Center
foe Public Integrity, a nonprofit, nonpartisan
msearch organization in Washington, D.C.,
that concentrates on ethics and public ser-
VICE [ssLips.

Lniversity President David P. Roselle wel-
comed the 6,200 graduates and guests to
the morming ceremony and then introduced
the featured speaker.

A native of Newark, Lewis told the p,r.||'|u-
ates, I love this town, where | Erew Lp and
still have many relatives.” He noted that his
late father was a fourth-generation resident;
his grandmother participated in sleigh races
on Main Street around 1910, before it was
|'_|.w5-d; and, to the delight ot the audience,
saicl his great-great-grandfather owned the

Deer Park Hotel in the
18805, “back when it was a
hotel.”
Since he graduated from
LD and left his hometown,
Lewis said the most impor-
tant thing he has learned is
“believe in yourseli.”
‘| say 'believe in yourself’
because you must be strong
and have a clear sense of
direction about where you
want to be — or at least
where you don’t want to be
or you'll be swept away
in the currents,” Lewis said.
Recounting his own experi-
ence of being told by a mid-
dle-school guidance coun-
selor that he shouldn't think
about going to college,
being told at college orien-
tation that he would proba-
bly flunk out during the first
semester, being told after
gra,dl_m[e school that he had
no chance of gelting a job
with ABC Mews and being
tald he was nuts to quit his
network television job to
start a nonprofit watchdog
organization, he said, “The
message here is ‘believe in
yourself,’ because some-
times in life, no one else
will.”
For graduates still uncertain
about future plans, Lewis
reassured them that they
would find their way at
some point and that even
then, they might change
course and start all over
again later in life.
“But, whether the first
epiphany is in your 205 or
30s, or renewal in your 40s,
50s or 6s, follow your pas-
sion and believe in yourself,
and your past and present
can meet the future in excit-
ing, amazing ways,” he
said.
In a rapidly changing world
filled with both opportuni-
ties and challenges, Lewis
asked, “Whom
trust, ultimately, to protect
our right to life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness?”
“Well, we have no choice
but to trust our government
to safepuard the broad,
public interest. Unfortu-
nately, however, only one in
four Americans trust their
government today,” he said.
“Owver the years, our ethi-

Can  we

cally challenged politicians
have done their best to earn
our disgust and our distrust.
Democracy itself is threat-
ened, though, when the
candidates we elect and the
laws we enact hinge on
how much money is spent.
Actually, 96 percent of the
American people do not
contribute a dime to any
candidate at the federal
level, and less than 1 per-
cent gave $200 or more to
congressional candidates or
the political parties in the
1996 elections,” Lewis said.
MNoting that 40 percent of
U.S. citizens cannot name
the current vice [m‘ﬁirh*l‘ﬁ,
saic, “Most Ameri-
cans know more about their
toasters today than about
their public servants, even
though they can be badly
burned by both.”

After quoting the words of
Eevolutionary leader
Thomas Faine, who said,
“Those who expect to reap
the blessings of freedom
must l.|rH‘J|‘.rgu...1h{- fr1|:i|.1,ll.l1fL
of supporting it" Lewis
asked  the  University's
newest pgraduates, “Will
your generation undergo
the fatigue? Whatever your
political inclinations are,
will yvou get engaged in
yvour communities, in the
affairs of this nation and this
world? Will you help to
break the cycle of cynicism
and distrust in this country,
and hold our public offi-
cials more accountable to
the truth about those crucial
issues that affect our daily
lives! Omly then can we
F}U?\.}-IIIJ!':.-' A ||1!1_*r:1|1|¢|h' | !.ll W -
ernment truly of the people,
by the people and for the
people.”

Concluding his remarks,
Lewis congratulated the
e E_:!’.jil’.‘lLl.jti_‘[-. “Now you
are armed with a college
degree from one of the most
respected institutions  of
higher learning in the most
powerful, developed nation
on Earth. And so, as you
continue on the excellent
adventure that is life’s jour-
mey, | say to  you
today. . .believe in yourself
and have a great life!”

Lewis
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