
21 WASHINGTON SQUARE NORTH 

January 26, 1939. 

Mr. George Messersmith 
Department of S t a t e 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Messersmith: 

I am sending you t h r e e i tems f o r t h e i r o u r i o u s i t y v a l u e , 

two of -which a r e the f i r s t of t h e I t a l i a n sagas on a v i a t i o n i n 

Spa in . 

In " I t a l i a n i i n Spagna" you vri.ll see t h a t t h e y admit what 

many of us knew; namely, t h a t t h e y used f lame-throwers t o k i l l 

p r i s o n e r s a t Guadala jara . N a t u r a l l y , one i s i n h i b i t e d -when i t 

comes t o mentioning such happenings because no one b e l i e v e s i n 

a t r o c i t i e s any more, p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e people who a r e t r y i n g t o 

keep us out of t h e l a s t war by i n s u l a t i n g us a g a i n s t any of t h e 

in f luences which they t h i n k operated t h e n . Belgian bab ies d i d n ' t 

have t h e i r hands out off - ergo I t a l i a n s d o n ' t k i l l p r i s o n e r s wi th 

f l ame- th rowers . 

P lease note a l s o in l 'Av iaz ione Legionar ia i n Spagna oppos i te 

page 129 a Mickey Mouse on t h e t a i l of t h e Savoia Marohet t i 8 1 . 

Do you know Mickey Mouse has been Banned i n I t a l y . I t i s not con

s ide red funny. I d o n ' t t h i n k i t funny e i t h e r , a s h e r e used . Of 

course , I am p r e j u d i c e d . 

I used t o know t h e I t a l i a n a i r a t t a c h e i n Madrid, Longo. 

He was such a n i c e f e l l ow . He s t i l l i s . When I saw him i n New 

York something over a year ago, he was on h i s way t o South America. 

I am su re t h a t you have had r e p o r t s about t h e a c t i v i t i e s of Gen. 

vri.ll
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Ulysse Longo in various Latin American countries since. He expressed 

deep and I am sure sincere regret over -what he had had to do " Spain. 

Even then he had little hope in the Generals. He knew them so well! 

He regretted having been unable to make use of some of the magnificent 

pilots he had trained when he was instructor of Alfonso's air force 

back in the early '20s, men like Hidalgo de Cisneros, now Chief of the 

Loyalist's air force. 

I told him that I thought it a great pity that his mob had 

not -waited for a few more months in 1936 until Rio Tinto, I. T. & T» 

and the various French philanthropic organizations engaged in mining 

in Spain, had rendered the life of the Popular Front unbearable. 

Then Mussolini could have offered his support to the Left to save it from 

the "Capitalist Imperialism" of the Western democracies. That would 

have been smart of them. Longo half way agreed. I hope that he has 

not learned so much as to attempt new tactics in Chile. I could 

develop this idea further with no advantage to either of us. 

Will you be kind enough to return the two Italian epics 

but keep the third item whioh consists of two photostats* one of a 

page of the Brooklyn Tablet containing a vicious attack on F.D.R. 

and the other a page of the Flammenzeiohen of Stuttgart, Germany, 

which quite by a curious coincidence carries the same attack. The 

German paper is dated December, and we assume it to be early in 

December because it is numbered 49 and the issue numbered 52 is 

still in December. Consequently the German effort which appeared 

first could have reached Brooklyn in time for the issue of December 

24th. 

I went down to Washington ten days ago and, although you had 

warned me that you were very much occupied, took a chance and called 
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you. I r ea l ly d idn ' t expect you to find time for me. 

I hope to be down again one of these days to oollect some in

formation t o round out my chronology of events before and a f t e r the 

outbreak of the c i v i l -war in Spain -which I have been -working on for 

almost a year for Ham, I thought Ham's book a wholly remarkable per

formance and l ike what Ray Swing said about i t , which was more or 

less that although he was in Europe a t the time of Munich with very 

good connections he wasn't quite sure what had happened u n t i l he read 

the book. 

I was deeply moved by Mr. Stimson's l e t t e r . Far be i t from me 

to attempt t o judge the merits of h is legal case, although i t looks 

good to my wishful eyes. 

I would l ike to point out what I consider to be a s t r ik ing 

p a r a l l e l between the Colonel's l e t t e r and the one wr i t ten by Mr. 

Jefferson to Mr. Monroe on October 24, 1923, which I have culled from 

Reuben Clark's memo on the Doctrine. Doubtless you are familiar with 

the l e t t e r . I am thinking pa r t i cu la r ly of the passage beginning, " I t s 

object i s to introduce and es tab l i sh the American system. . . " and 

the end of the paragraph, "Nor i s the occasion to be slighted which 

t h i s proposition offers of declaring our protes t against the atrooious 

v iola t ions of the r igh ts of nations by the interference of any one in 

the in ternat ional a f fa i r s of another, so f l ag i t ious ly begun by Bona

p a r t e , and now continued by the equally lawless Alliance ca l l ing 

i t s e l f Holy." 

P .S . I suppose tha t Mr. Stimson's non-recognition doctrine would apply 
in Spain as long as the Germans and I t a l i ans are there — or 
would i t ? 


