México, D.¥., México,
February 12, 1945.

Dear Nelson:

Supplementing the despatches and letiers whioh I have
written to the Department snd %o you wilh regard to OCumansky,
formerly Soviet ambassador hers, T wish to glve rou the
followling laformation.

I hove information from very rellisile sources, who
are in close contact with the Spanish republicans in Mexico
City, thet the majority of the Spanish republicans in Mexlico
seen %0 be, in many respects, quite pleased that the Coviet
anbassador, Oumansky, has veen removed from the HMexican
and American ploture. The reason given is that the
Spanish republicans feel that he was galning much influsnce
over thelr leaders.

I must say thsat I think there is a good deal to the
foregolng. Oumansky was particularly active among Spanish
repyublican oircles. He had the nost intimate ocontact with
them - that is with many of them. He was practically in
the position of giving orders to some of them. I think the
correct way of putting it is that one group among the
Spenish republicans in Mexieo mourns the death of Cumansky
a8 they feel, as one of them put it to me, that they have
lost not only s General but & field marshal. On the other
hand, I vhink the larger group of Spanish republicans in
Mexico do feel that Cumansky was controlling the situation
too much here among them and that he was prejudicing the
possibllities of the Spanish republicsns ultimately getting
in control in Spaln.

And now something more lmportant. I had information
this morning from the most rellable source to the following
effect. Two officers from the Ministry of Foreign Relations
were anong the first to reach the alrfield after the unfor-
tunste crash in which ir. and Mrs. Oumansky lost their lives.

Cne of

The Honorable Nelson 4. lockefeller,

Assistant Seoretary of Ctate,
Department of Statle,

Washington, D. C.




One of them is & Mexiocan Forelgn Jervice offiocer whom I
know very well. He states that on his arrival at the
accldent he found the brisfoase of Oumansky very close

to the body of Oumansky. The briefcase was opened b

him and by another person, and it waas found to contaln
between 150,000 and 200,000 dollars in United States

1000 dollar bills. They had %o count the money roughly
bvecause of the circumstancesa. In the briefcaese also

were a number of papers, anong which, one was a Spanish
translation of the Russlan Constitution. This officer
kept the briefcase in his possession until shortly there-
after when a representative of the Soviet Imbassy arrived
at the airfield. The briefcuse was ilmmedistely turned
over to him and he opened it and took out the money.

He looked over the papers and then Look most of these
payers to the remains of the plane, which were burning,
and burned them in the wreckage of the plane.

The foregoling information was not given to me by
the Forelgn Service officer of the Mexloan Government
but it comes to us from a friend to whom he gave this
informstion.

This Forelyn Gervice officer of the Mexlcan Government
who guve the above information is, for the present, cutside
of Mexlco City and will not be back for four or five days,
but on his return I will not hesitale to ask him mysslf
about the correctness of the foregolng, and I am sure he
will either confirm or deay the stiory. If the faeots are
a8 above stated, I am sure he will tell me so.

I think this matter is very imporsent, for if it is
true that OQumansky had this large sum of money with him,
it has a special significance. He was golng %o Costa Rica
only for the purpose of presenting his credentials and he
was going to stay but & short time. He would therefore not
have any need for any suoh swm of money for his personal
use and there would be no need ror taking so much noney
for the use of the personnel he would leave in Costa Rica
to run the Soviet Mission there. So far as the expenditures
of the Soviet Hission in Costas Rica aure concerned, thers
would be no difficulty in transferring the funds in the
forms of drafts or checks, either I'rom the Soviet Hmbassy
in Mexlco City or in Washiagton.

There must have been, therefore, some very definite
and secret use which he planned to make of this money.
If this information is confirmed thsat he was oarrying
this large sum of money in United Stutes bills, we must
take it for ubout as definite proof us we have yet had

that
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that Cumansky was using large sums of money for various,

P

what we would call, improper purposes. The only way in
which the money could have been used would be to suborn
Government offliclals or labor lesders in Costa Rica or
some Of these other Central iserican countries.

With all good wishes,

Cordially and falthfully rours,

GEZORGE 5, MESSERSMITH

GSH:fm




