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THE SALE OF AMBASSADORELIPFE

By Oswald Carrisen Villard,

Sorry as ope nmay be for the new Americen Ambassador to Noscow,
Joseph E, Davies, and lds wife, who have been subjected to such pitie
less publieity, nonetheless the outspokem criticisms of the appintment
are a profoundly hopeful sign, Ambassadorships have been sold in
return for eampalpn contributions again and apain ns long as anyone can
remember, but usvally such appointmemts have been made without protest
by the press, Per® nally I heve for years been dm owneing appointments
of this kind and I hove maintained that anyone who contributes to oa -
paden funds should thereby automatieally be berred from receiving any
federal off'ice whatsoever,

Bryan's Tsctics,

If I were a member of Congress a bill to this effeet would be
the firet that I ghould introduce, I took the same position duwring
the "ilson Administration which I helped Yo elect and supported until
we went inte the war, Although Fresident Wilson had been for years
& Viee President of the Civil Serviee Heform Asgsosiation and had always
densanced in his whitings everything of the kind, he promptly turned
over ihe diplomatic serviee to lir, Bryan and allewed him to dispose of
the of'Tices as hw saw {it, Ur. Brysn followed the time-lionored course
of pareelling ocut the ambassadorships to sceially mmbitlous persons viho
had contributed largely to the campaim fund,

Fover did retribution of & wrongful misuse of the appointive
power oome s g Quieldy or as patently, Mut uniorturately it was the
American people who pald the bill, Among the first teo press their
olaims in the days alter lir, Bryan's appointment was smnounced, vhen
he was svendins the tiwe umtil inaupuration in Floride, wae James W,
Gerard, The sumount that he eontributed was then put at {135,500, and
with adnirable (rankness he told the newspaper men that he had eome to
Florida to ses what he was going to get for this money, He drew Derlin,
Pe Lo Panficld, whose wife comtributed $50,000, got Vienma, %William
'« Sharp received Feris, with Walter Page, who had been a warm perscnal
friend and backer of Wilson, received London where he was supported,
it vag alweys 2aid, by Cleveland ¥, Dodpe, The latter hwd heen cne o
the largeet contributors to the Wilson campaign fund, Mr, Pare not
having smy soney with which to meet the terrific expenses of an Ambage
sador to London,

Vilson and ?ag_g_

So it happered that when the World War came, the key positions
in our diplomatic service im Murope wore Leld by men for whem lr,
Wilsen hed little or no use, or, soon after the war began, came wholly
to distrust and dislike, as was svidenced by his refusal to answer
letters from Walter Fage, or to receive him when he oome to this eountyy
during the war urtil he wee eompelled to do s0,




I personally imow exactly whet he {hought of lir, Cerard and
his work ir Berlin, and as lony as there are auy living who lmow the
inside Bistory of the Wilsen Administration there will be those %o Lew
lieve that if a real diplomat had beem in Cermany instead of Cerard,
someone who by the feree of his personality had really been able to
impress hizmself upon the Cerman Govermment, we nlght never have been
dravm into the ware It was partly becsuse of this situation In the
four leading subassios that Celenel liouse was repeatedly sent to Durope
by President Wilson <= in itsell a move greatly to be eriticized, but
due, as I have saild, im part to his net wishing to seewhat was happan-
ing ‘o Burope solely through the eyes of the four men who were supposed
to be his chief diplomatie reporters and advigors, No one who reads
the Walter Fage letters with an open mind ean deny the laet that lne
stead of belng a representative of the United States at the Court of
£te Jamwe' really became mn apent, or at least the complete reflect~
tor of the viewg of the Hrltish Govermmente

ire Davies' "Gualifications™]

As for the Davies appointment, it is altogether bad, The
very fact that his wife is a women of such enormous wealth should
have prevented hils receiving this appeintment, and so should hie
heaving oontributed to the eampalpn fund, it appears (o be true that
¥r, lavies was sent to losvow merely hegause that mad o e the
only ambagsadorial vacanoy., s has obviously no spec qualilications
for the poet, lie has never shown any interest in "ussla, nor has he
had any previous diplemetie peost, The anncuncement that he and his
wife are taking 2,000 pounds -f {'rosen - re themselves oo
forteble in fusela, besldes s mumber of
a moving ploture outfit with plenty of filme to show the heniphted
fussisng how we oare lor the destitute snd poor irn Aueriea, ourht to
make Franklin foogevelt winse sufficlently to find some other place
Tequally as good™ as the pelitielsms cay, for tha ; ‘
the Post cornflake and Postum 80,000,000, £ wRE 4n
ambassadorship the holder of which should live in the siuplest possidle
way without splurpge of any kind 1% iz this one in losoow, ! Ur repree
sontatlive there should live in lmeping with the drsb neverty of the
eouriry %o whiech he ls mesigned with Just as little ostentation as
possible, The very fact that Russis is an antiecapitalistic nation
ghould have debarred lr, and lirs, Davies, these prime produets of our
unfsir snd unjust American aystemes “hat that job calla for is a
Benjain Frankling or a Thomas Jefferson, scmeone as simple and une
pretentious ag they were im their offieial intercourse abroad,

“Slap in the Face”

I have not spoken thus far of the injury am appointment like
this does Yo our permenent diplonatic service. “hat are wo cresting
sush 2 servise for 1f not to £11l the most delicate positions by ‘.I:Ww
who heve had a lifelon; experience in preparation for Juat such preve
respensibilities? JHow I admit frankly that no diplemstie service
ghould be so rigid ss Yo preclude the appointment of = mmm from the
outside public 1ife to a vital post. The Uritish were wise enourh
to toke Jemes Exyee snd put him in Vashingten bLecause no inelishman
inew the United States better, was more widely know, and WA nore
highly regarded in the United States, The man who should have bheen
Ambagsador to Derlin in the trying time of the war wes Charles linpel
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