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0UAESITA DRAKE 

R~'T'IRED PROFEssnR OF CHE~HSTRY 

DETAWARE WmliF,f," S CO"LlEGE 

InteY'vie'NPri h~r: 
.Tol-:yt l-I •. GQ.ue:r:r 
A' 1::1 1 ~ 4- 12, 196'< 

T-r(l.""'S~Y'j hen by: 
l\";?1'~ i a 1\1 c!'Iu 1 t:! 



B.S. anrt ~.S. ~r0m VAss~r 

1917 

1jnpartmO !1t S';':J i .,... ..... .,>"1 vfh~'r D~18"!."Y''' ~oJ 1 "";"" ':>Y'd l'I()T";."'~· ~ C')llo~", 
cf)y)q('l j datpr 



Co 1 1A2"P ann 18.t8r 8.+ the TJnivers~ty of D81awar e. TYjis 

~~terview was co~ducted on July 12, 1966, by Jo~n H. Gauger. 

Tn+erviAwer: Doctor Drake, why did you first enter the field 

of education? Who got you interested in it? 

}=JY'ofessor: Oh, T wanted to teach from the time T was a Child, 

a """,03+ . I SUppOS8 re8l1y one ; s al'flays infl'J8nceo by a friend 

or a close relat~ve, and I was extY'crnely fond o~ My ~other's 

s';ster. 

A-f'tpr T 

T dnn't 

, -neac. It 

~+ c, • i.'Then I 

o~ cours~, 
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cal] on her one afterl"l.oon bef'ore T went to Chicago as a graduate 

st.11rlent in the fa 11 of' 14. The college had just o'p~l1eii; and 

th",~r weren't ready to open. I suppose I stayed here for aboqt 

ar hour, My next. rl~rect associatio~ with it was g telephone 

c1.l1 the last year T expected to spend the full y~ar.at Chicago 

from Miss Robinson asking me if I would come as instructor in 

chemistry at the fall of 1917. I had just turneCl down 2. job 

in Texas which started as chemistry and physics in a college 

w~ose name I have long since forgotten. I ~urned it iiown 

ohstensively b0C~lqp they added b~oJn~y to the ot.her two 

scipncp.s. But:it wO'lld have been a very difficult thing for 

~p. to do because my n~rents were elderly. and it was just too 

far away. So whe...., ~Hsc:; Robinson phoneri me or tele~t·"8.T'hed me, 
I· 

I ~]ess ~t was, that night, I didn'T take very long to M~~e 

the declsion. Of' CO'l:rse ,the s~J q.ry was n~T mag!". i f'j cent. 

t.~q ... it would be to"''':: ,but never.L.":eless. t'1 o war har bCE'.l!l, 

.... "~,, rising and I, 30n was not eve!" +:hen Y"'ry rr:af0ificent. So 

T c~~e in the fall +~~t the first cl~q~ were seniors. 

W~en the che~istry ~e~artment st8r.L. n d, rather whon the Wome~'s 

r:oJ 1r>g'", started. Docto .... Pen'1.Y, W!'f) '''2.S ~earl of +'I-t~ chemistry 

"1+ th~ 'J'op\e'1'1.· S er.d ~'l~t as Docto"':" S~if'7~t was head of thp. 

Er~'~sh departm~nt ani Doctor Vaugh~, I ~IOSS it w~s, w~s head 
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yo'rn rr woman here W'10 alf',o came f""'o""', VasS8X w'rlo :raothp pec'll ~ aT 

co~hination o~ ta~~n~ some of thn "~emistry co~rs~s ann also 

depar+~ents of phys~cal educatio~ ?~d the chem5stry department, 

j ncl'..lo ing me at Vassar. ann ~'1e was '1er e three yeaY's, and +l-ten 

cecinp0 that ph~rs5~'11 education was what she> '·'8"'.terJ to no, 

She went to Wellesley and took th8~ graduate course there, 

~~~ many years later was hearl o~ the nl-tysical educat 4 0n at 

Vassar for a 10n7 time. 

When 

yo~ never planned a full c0urse f ~t is quite a thing to tackle. 

A-~ T r~memher that T hart satd to ~yself: 

a ..... o r~.,...~. Alfr8d Wa~nnr, 1'1'10 WP.S 0...,"" of the reo~} e "rho h1rt the 

:lrtpq o~ -reintrori'Jcti 1"1'T h; eTher eri'tca-H O"l T()r wo""",en ;rto the state 



It 

m" p~:~:r] V v --L,,-
('!jY0rS ion W'l.S 

hRCa1).SA we hadm~'lY i ':1terests iYl co~rnon. S~P was 8 botanist, 

She and 

T li,red near eac~ o~her also, a'ld she ani T pyplnred the country-

siriptogether. VIr ~()11pcter. chnstn'lts fror: what is now Robscott 

I rio!, I t mea'" ltorsp r:'-lestn'J.ts. 

I,'le tlseci to vml1( '1"0 thp ]"1'1; IJ r8.ce b~-:k of the S1Jr+~ s. Once in 

of the tovrr: after tl-[c"Jt. 

h .,,-1'" 
• - ,-- t Shp was 

Pc~idence, all c]Hsses i~ Scjp'lce. 



T 

8ssistant rna+ro~, l1v~rl. 

rn0'V'"'(~ dow:1'1 to OlP" off:Lces to s lnpY) ; y) th.~ m; rn looP wi'1ter who.n 

gnori WPl1+ to 

"1 .. '"l f ~+ all. T 

Of C0U'C'S"', T wnnt to Fh~ladel:9hla; that 



rp~ .. ,(~ .... ,'""'\:..l,.--.O::.il 1~S0(1 +0 ~o fran: 

cuto-F'f't Rn'! we 1,tSP0 to co ~tT' to '1''',or:>')son 's st8tior: Or Yedman 

or any way alnna thorn to n5cn5r, Satu~rlay a:f't~r~oon there was 

R tra5n at ? o'clnr~. 

We would say: "O~, th8re's 

T Q~1.r 
. ... ",,) , 



-r v;-~ ,_"\-r.,.~; ~~N~Y": 
.. ---~ .- --

1=J,.-..o ~"?S S ()r' ~ 
.- --- .. . -.'. ----,~-. 

laao!,,,t-("'-"les 

'l"+ '\ ~ 
h~+ a .. ,1.\,', 

? 

i + "!'lS~' t: 



So thq~ was o~e of th~ thin~s th~t they rp~pmbe~ me for in 

-t:hp 1 oC~.l AAUVl. 

also secratary of ~~p seetin" t~~ Delaware section. of the 

hp-rr.. 
,"..1.... , 



University of Wisconsin. 'l'h8 rr;gula:r d0.an at tho TJniv0rs-ity 

of Wisconsin was a Mrs. ~atthews who hqd taught ~istory at 

w~ot~ arounrt to the vqrious collnges for suggest5n~8, and 

+hic . ~ ! • -, 

o 
/ 

s~p wq~ 8 me~b~r of the hotany ~G~artment, a~d I think she WqS 

£:onrl 



Ie 

llY\+il----

PY"0-Pn ;:!Q()'V> : 
-.-----~- .. -

Vfo'1len's Col1eE8 

have ~epn estahlis~~rl R lnng time. 

..-:. ""'l ........ 1 .,.. .-"; ..... ~ .. 
. \,.' ""'L. , 

1\1'f:)i:"""r~~ ~. ,\~.-, "{".,..... ......... iT' 
'"":. '. 
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a~~ finishAd all th~ colJegp wor~ 0xce~+ two courses, anrl 

'.? hours, so that shn grarluat~ri with her class. 

ioh .... 

L.f n-, 1 +'h . - ~ '. - . '. .. 
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T rl~d T"1V - . ~} 

~s hest forgotten, 

We Women's Colle~e Faculty, wn usually ~qd a party for 

thr; whole facultv ()Ylce 8. ypar~ f (lY'lO somet:i mes Wc> T"Jt on plays. 

She didn't 

Jiko tn lea~Yl l~nes very well; hut she could ~ak~ the~ up 

1935, at le'1.st. T don't rem~mhnr ex~ctly. 

P-"-'0+'eS~0~: -_._ . ...--'----



T introduc'2d 

t"Y'i~rl "to T c n Jl'?cteci 

Sonet~~es T hqd o~e 

T triD~ ~y be~t to 
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