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Thig interview is conducted with Norstor Quassita Draks,
ratired vprofeszor of chemistry, Fivat at the Dalaware Women's

College and later at the Iniversity of Delaware, This

interview was conducted on July 12, 19A€, by John ¥, Gauger.

Tnterviewer: Doctor Drake, why did you first enter the field
of education? Who got you interecsted in it?

Professor: Oh, T wanted *to teach from the time T was a chilgd,
almost, T suppose really one ig alwayvs influenced by a friend

or a close relative, and T was extremely fond of my mother's

w

gsieter, She was 5 feacher, and T 21lwavs warted to teach,

After T entersd Vasaa», there wasn't any quastin» wher T

atartad to take chemietry at Vagear--T had had i+t a year in

high schanl--ard T ¥rnow T wanted %o be a chemist, T dom't
think ary phase of indugtrial chemistrr anterad =y head, Tt
Aidrtt for most women, PMost womer had fto teach chemistry, but
T mever wanted to dn anythine el=e axgept trach it, UWhen T
~raduated from Vas=ar, T staved or zs a graduate student for

= year, and then T tanght in tha chemisiry department there for
three years, two vears as an assistant, and one vear as an

ingtructo

4 A L

"3

r, During the last rart o7 the time T 1ived in
7, the haad of which weas Winifred Rorirson, who
aftarwards was the dean of the Woments Collegz, OF courss

tha*t s my immadiate commectior with the Woman's Conllese

Tatovrviswer: Thnat's why voul c2me to DRelawara?



Profasgor: Yes, very definitely. T first came down just to
c21l on her one aftermoon before 7 went to Chicago as a graduate
stndent in the fall of 14, The college had just opened; and
they weren't ready to onen, 1 suvponse I staved here for about
ar hour, My next direct associatior with it was 2 felephone
call the 1last year 7T expecfed to spend the full year at Chicago
from Miss Robinson asking me if T would come as instructor in
chemistry at the f2ll of 1917. I had just turned down a2 job

in Texas which started as chemistry and physics in a college
whose name I have long since forgotten, I turned it down
ohrstensively becanse theay added biology to the other +wo
sciences, But it would have been a very difficult thing for

me to do because my varents were elderly. and it was just too
far away, So when Miss Robinson phoned me or telegrarhed me,

T miess it was, *hat nieht, I didn'+ take very 1ong-to»make

the decision., OFf course, the salary was not magnificent.

Tt was the larese sum  of $1,300, which was a g00d deal more

thar it would be tod~r, but nevertreless, tha war had beoun,

wa~ had been in it For zavaral nponth=e rics~

o]

t tha* *tinme, and

¥

ceen riginz and 1, 307 was not ever then vory maznificent, So
T er27me in the fall *+hat ths first clz=s were seniors,

The chemistry was me, T was +re chemiqtry denartment,
When the chemistry denmartment star®ed, rather when the Women's
T9llinge started, Dnctor Pennmy, who was head of +tha chemistry
0f *theo Nelaware Cnollegs, was presumably the head of the chemistr:

n+ tha women's end “uat as Doctor Seifert was head of the

Troliah departmeant and Doctor Vaughn, I ciess it was, was haad



head of the history denartment, But Doctor Penny really did
not have time to +ak%k~ that on hi= shoulders, Thrare was a
vormme woman here who also came from Vassar who had the peculiar
combination of talino gome of the fhemistrvy chrurass and also
tranhine physical educntion, She h27 been picked by the
depar*ments of phirsical education =2nd the chemistry department,
inclading me at Vassar, an?d “he was here three years, and then
decided that phvei~zal educatiorn was what she wanted to do,

She went to Wellesslev and took th=2* zraduate course there,

~rd many years later was head of tha vhysical education at
Vagear for a lonz time, Her name was Alfreda Vnsaczcroff, and
many of the raert~ who were here i» *he early dave gtill +211

ahout har a great -2l ahoat hoar and ahont 2 v o3sigtant

in BEnrlish mamad Tertends Begdy who came From Noamt Unlyolns,
Aand whn T mavar caw, She had goms Fa £alifarria Rafora T cqme
Thevrn Ryt T 3+vharit+tnd mast of A". Lom A !':,'Zr\ciahrh‘.’?"'s -',q’rw'
2o, it T irhiey M f Al Frnda Mosenrn hisle
Mha+ Pivret vag» T Aont conm tAa Fhinl T A3 e § it
hat Firet year Adom' ceam * e bk i anything but
. - 3 h] T 44 $ 33 o .
worl, {chickla) tarimht Fiya A3 FTarant courses, 2ll the

sroime erall, but nevertheless Five differ-~vt moyurses, When
youur nevar plarmed a ful?! course, it is quite a *thing to tackle,
ArA T ramember that T had said to mvaelf: YT'm rot coing to

work om Sunday.,” Well, T conerally worked from 8 a,m, Mondav

mAaee § hal

)
-+
—de
e
wed
o]

n.m. Saturdey night,

0F coure~, T ¥wrow lliss Robinsor very well, a4 *the peonle

who stand ont nmost in my mind as ~eling eignificant contributions

U

e Al fred Warner, who was one of tha renrle who had the

idea of reintroductin~ hicher education for woman irto the state
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anAd Miss Robinson, and T saw a zreat deal of the woram who
had charze of th~ ecduzation courses down at the Women's
Zollnra whoss name was Mary Rich,

But one of thoze vivid peannle *that T roemamhar was a youne
woman who came here fto teach bhiolnsy whan T came hare +o tench
chamistry,  Her name was Nora Ware, She had iust gotten a
maater's dacree at the iIniversity of WMichiran, T +thinv that
almo=st allymy early diversion was with her and that vpartly was

becanse we had many interests in common, She was s botanist,

ard T had been broucht up to learr =2hout wild flowers, She and

T lived near each o*ther also, and she and T evplored the country-
=ide “together, We nollected chestnuts from what is now Robscott

Farnoy, and I mean real chegtruts, I dorn't mean horss chestnuts,

We nsed to walk un the mill race hank of the Curtis, Onece in
the spring we went a= far gs Strickarsville, and in the fall

nf 1918 wher tha college was elnsad for the fin oridemiac, we
walknd to New Zaatlae, We wars the +21% of the tovrn after that,
{owieoklna) So T really ¢id sen 2 oraat denl nf har, She wasg

a wery vivid and interegtinge nerson, She afierward married a

4

s named Ted Hillabrand who becams the head of the mathematics

jade

N o ores s .
ty of Wishigar, His nroner rame wss

o

fAenaritmant at the Univers

T think T ehosuld savy oa 1little 3t ahout living conditions
The oollere was gottine to be too lavse for a2 single dormitor:
what ja maw Warmevr Hall which was then ealled Residance Hall,

Thars were two Mildings, Pesidence and Science; all living in

~3

Pacidence, 21l classes in Scienne,

Lder ; ha groundhrealing for

RN



“or Susaexy Hall took nlace i» +hs Fr11 of 1017 gt in the
moantime thav noepded more arane for Tiving, Thore wae what

T rall a8 doanhTa honme, a givole wall hogyae +that fanad Kant

Wevr o owhers Miea Riech and T Tivusd, avwd +thnrn wace gn pvtra hanaa
3 fow doors ur the atrseteeT +thicrlk 4+ 30 the gome house that'a
now om Delaware Avoama that Fares +hae college, sometimes called

o
T

“insher Hall~-whare Dora Ware and WMise Tanvier, who was the
acsistant matron, 1livad, We ats *thore, and we <eaw a oreat deal
more of each other than we wonld see the othar faculty, We
mov~d down to onr offices to sleen in the middle of winter when
the furmaces wonldnt+ run on soff cogl and von conldn't bay

havd eceald, Thig weg the fired vaar we were in tha war, MThaen

nf ecourse, we ato down in tha recylar dining room whinh wae

+tha hasemant af what ig now Warrar Hall, Tha Vitehen, the
Airing room, *ths atorerosms, a2n7 the lagmdrtr maod b tha eollaoce
wnara a4ll Anw~ iw +the hacemant,

The randi+iara Af +hs +3ima_  +ho wevr and =n ov, and *h> lack

NP o vary good rtrananartation moont we went to Wilminoton almost

nnt at 311, T think Dora snd T vent onace te hhs theatra, T

de

Y

think maybe 2 whnle oroun of us 414, one evaning fo the theatre,

in the whole voar, 0Ff courss, T went to Philadelohia: that

¥ & <

was wnere my parenta lived, There were

were pretty mich o fined tn NMewarl: and as fa» nae tragnspore
. wr

+ ot o THENIry Naumary wag onnenrvarc wo wars mratiy omich conTinad
ATIOM WITNIT RAawaYy o wag e o, wWa wanre CTVormcn coMmTanad

tn whare we conld oo on feet,



Some yroar 9ter wo uand ta o wall farther e oo +n
> OMN Y 5 AT ' e s i) 2 ( N ¥ 1y TO

e

F+ 1road atatiorn that was whers the chanrine nantar

2 137t+1le ra

Sa and ta¥ipos thao Fﬂwr\w()y‘ Tivriainn ac Far ac wa £47+ 13%0A

p‘n’vn:r and thern walltar hant, Tha »aillyrond ntganr +g 0 from

3

there yn thronsh Avordals and on 1 to Pomerov, which iz ovm

the main Tine of *he Parmnsylvani= Railiroad, I+ was a freight

cutoff and we used to o un to Thomnson's Station or Yedman

t+
oy

or any way along thera to nicnir, Saturday afternoon there was

a train at 2 o'cloey, And we'd et uvn there ard they'd wait

for ne if we didn't get there, Wz would say: "Ch, there's

R 2

a friend of mine coming down the otraest " Thar we'd walk

hack to Newark alnne the Creek road, Ard it'g +he nra thing

in many nartes which hag chaneed vnyy 1Tittla 3n tha srears that

T have hean here, T+ s5%311 hao the eame Kind of woods, and

v ean stil11 Find wild flowars ~srowing din the sawme nlaces
“that they grew in those early dnve, As T gay, i+ iz glmost the
only thine that js really mchanoed, 3»d wa harne 51 wornt, T+
will have to, 7 surnose, the doam w317 chanoa i+, Miteeew

H 22

T thouzht von might he inftarcsted in bnowiro £ thare

was »o record of it, that ir the a1l of 10918, a2z T have susssated

BN

thera was g whole month in whickh the nnllegce wezs comnletelsr

clozed om aceoint of +he irfluenza, the hHig infliuen~a enidemic
that etruck hore abort the first of Cctoher, T think it was

tha 11 month of Oeotoher that we ware nlnaed

H

, A2CAIRe we cov-

tainly wors hack hperos whan the Armistice was declarad, And
N : . An

-

3T Aa T o Fhinity T ovamarmhar Faldrly viciAdlisr o tha Pivoet mvarmar




Movembhar 11, what etonde ot In omy omamoryrr Fav morea wvividle e
: hA vome Py : 1 3

the mioht of the co-c3lled "¥False armigticn” whon

74?;},‘:\”‘:!‘ 0':]‘!-'3"": T4+ waa “\onf(\mhojﬂ (/)‘ T +?’1:‘."~‘-"
Prafasanr: Yoo T Ihink it was, whor eomenne o the mnar's

“reity had been,merhane it was to Elkton, onvwar we g1

e ghat the rume™ which we thoneht was the truth at that
tima, and them Provght back ouantities of anarklers which T
thirk wers »ot i1lacal ~+ that point, 2nd wa all ~~*hered
n==thia was ~ oroat occasion for Tha undersendintec hocange

et vanqlly werantt o1 cwved o0fFF Tha YWomenta Oallarsra Campuc

ht£311 =="+ wo were all ur o Tager

; de

214, a»d

’

~verirhodr had anartlaors . and thet whola F31a1d was n2hlazne

€

3+

n

b

by

4

e 3 U SUA VA . N v <2 B

T+ fe 2 most vivid ovd mroper rmemory rems o ma, Pov o the

~lnes of the wor o rmauch more go thar the middle of tha Aav
N £ S e+ S . KR 3 - 3 1T . 3
o thn Armiatins wne officinlly An2lared, and oress there

woae o naradn T Yaow thore wan mno A1 amena, Tyt 3+ wasnmth
navane > - PR

' agma thine ae that Falan arm

fetips with the nisht celehra<

+ion and the gnaryleras 311 over Frasse» Pisldg  whinh woo

~211nd Frazser Piald ouven then T thinl,

A= T said in the vory haginnirz, T didn'h Ao anrthing

ot oot omyr Wiyl ayoond 70,‘5!, and oot i manarg (\(\,-r-v*r\r\-?-nﬂ' arAd

+

ater

~nt +he laboratories s=et un and €0 on, hut a 134+1e bit 3

~ ¢ = . bl 1, a2} £ P4 >
T A1d hegin to Pranch ot g somawha®t fo mrosurmias in

Jeh of the Wilmington

vwaneh 0f the AMTY from 1924 to 274 Thara was no nthor

*
Teeamah iny Bha Statoe of Delaware at Fhet time; ond Jater o

stntn groarication in Pemmsylvanio s formed, and we became
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a vart of that, And n the early 30'= T was nrasidont of

that nnd about +he «ame +time, 5 »of eyactlyr tha cams +ime,

T waa aecretary of what thev calliss +he Morth Amerisgn Section,
whinh woa the Adiviaion that inntTn~e’ +ha Naw E‘.";fq ars gatatos,

T oot the Drlaware Sectior moved o1t of the southern anction

wd

nto that North f+iantic section hacause we had meny more
associations with Philadelmhia thern we Ajd with Baltimore,
S0 tha*t was one of the things thzat they remember me for in
the local AAUW, And unfortunately 2t the same time T was

also secratary of fthe section, tha Delaware section, of the

o

ACS, American Chemical Society, That section was formed the
f211 T ~ame hare, and T don't thin% 7 went fo any weetings
that vear, Mr o Tamotte DPont was the first —ragident, anAd

Cheigtmzatima, December of 1018, hre s53ve a dinner for then

abot 200 mermbers of tha Americar Chemical Sonietr that were

iv this area, Thev invited Dontor 1it2hall who wee thon
nrosidant, and Doctor Mitzhall and 7 went ir tosether, And

T was the only woman therae; thare wara 200 mar and T was the

Thav ahogt Five voagare Intaer T was soanretaryr of
Nan Filve veoar inter as seoretary ¢

and mogt of the time 7 was the onl woman a2t the

wag sort of Arengred Fov i+ hecalise the munbher

the rmymhor of womer 2t Thicazo was anite emall,

. . . .
Thoge wera my chisf gami-nrofesasinral outsida activities,
, 5, . Ty ) ie

Now vorl asked pma anout persorslitiocg, and T do think T

ahonld sav a l1ithle hit more abhout Tra, Warner, bhecause

~ e

narhane peonls haven't, She vag tha +tvnical club woma» of the

aarly 10th century, She had a consarn, T think she had Quaker
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ancestry, and she bad a concerr 2hount ediuacation for women in

this state, And a=s vyon know, probahlv, it wa= the yoren's ¢labe

2

and +tha Orance who ware as inotramental as anvthine in getting
the Womenm's Oollers started, And i+ was Mre, Vigriar who found
ont about Migs Rohinson as 2 poszihility, T can't remember
the whole gtoryr, but T know part of the story was that Fiss

Rohinaomn had haern Dean of Women Tor severzal summers 2+ the

University of Wisconsin, The ragular dean at the University

of Wisconsin was a WMrs, Matthews who had tavght history at
Vassar and was a very close friend of Migs Robinson's, I
cguass Mra, Warner and the other veonle who had charce of things

wrote around to the various collezes for suggestions, and

s Rob

tae

b B4 w

?

Mrs, Matthews sugoeatnd M3 naon, but thers wac-—gomeone

wet someone or shirthoard, now it seems to me it was Dean Hahert.

who ¥mow Miss Robinsoni ard he Dea~ Habert, was very much

Intereated in the Women's Lollegns and ha romarmharad +hia nere-

IR

aom Falkino about her, Recauge T remembar thoera wore ftwo

vary definite comroections, and T krnow one of then was Vrg
o

. b

Vattraws at Wisconsi», And there was Wigs Rokinson's exrerience

there hacauce at Vaszar, while she wag head of a dormitory,

ghe wa=z 3 memhar of the hotany demartment, and I think she was

»]
5
d

A
inl
ot
b
N
~+

"3

-

9]

t

Q

3

W

—+
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that, hacause i1 those davs at Vassar

thorae waran't many azaigtant or asenciate vwrofessors, Therea

Trnterviswar: Were Thore many wonen's cnlleres at +that time?

Prafrasor: Oh yas, thore were 2 £o0od mony,



d
)

Tnterviewar: Therae waren't mavy, there weren't z2nv in NDalawars

11T ) s

Prnfazan-: Mo, thoars weprantt anv hare, and thare waaen't one

in Now Tergey, T moan mot g pablis o~ heannee +rhns Mew JTaraew

.

Tolleon 95 inet four vasrs vounger, The one thav now eall

Nouelass Collern T+ da Sast foar veare yvouncer than the

Women's College hera, But there were all the sn=ralled seven

colleres,

Wellesley, Vassar, Mount Holvnke, 211 those colleges

b

have haen establiched a long time, PRarmard was astablished

T think in 18R9, and there were wnomen in rlaces 1i¥e Oberlin

an? vlaces 1ike Rardnlph Macon, Thera wore a good manyv colleras

in *tha aouth that meonle don't ¥row ahout, Asnes Scott, and

1

Rardnloh

;4

'anon Womantsg Cnlleace and 2o om

]

« SO0 wrrant's enllece

vas mo rarity, it was eirnly that the short fnodgcatinnal evners

iamen Fhnt Delaware Tolls~n had fr the 8N1g wae -~ Fovbtannta,

Nohody gensma tn o avact ]t what harmoeraAd eyt van qlwatrs hase
VoS L ; RSN Jotoha

211 thac~ wmienore ahont 34 and Pk e alnged St mns Aidntth admis

' ¥ ! t . L ot

waman asain, Tt tocl o 7hpd denl of neraunasion o -akae thenm

+vink that woman d14 renlly Asgerta +n havae g nnliars in

<
Wi

Dalawnrn
nlawn N

Yod mo ahout ontotgndinc etydevwts, Trae ones that

r +1,»‘:m1- ~nF nr}-m+-:!f§311 a1 ~r T I e N I +‘_n2+ ros e B e LR RS
. Do 1 ! L [ Y na~™ . W
S LA S . - vy —— —~—n ~ - - Sk ~d o —
T HE e Yy e e e e T T e e b e SERNPEN A A A T T A e e et 4 i~

1 i i N . ! A I
~t11AAamtr harma At gt A3 et T Anwa NL o~ v T rsapur

rranea=n wo Yived opn olnce hneratbhas Tt +ha

cutotaridinT enrlar adgdant Shat T
. N

Ane vamaTmTia

f~de
N
J
b)
3
i
.3
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vny‘.—,‘(“‘ iﬁ Aata ANl {quw‘mq—f-r)'! Ofr’,r:—fj -;y\ ";Db;'[rwﬂt-,'f w—\h:,’r_-!. L5 2PNEVN woma row -:F.
Carmen Thomas, Wharn ah~ nams have 0 anlloarn 3+ wne Onempn

Thoamner~chalrd - and har fathar wac noe of fthe Sen Corman

ahamiats who eamn atrar hara afhay +ha Wivgt Warld Yar +a halrp

with *ha Adyve mammfantare, She oeme hore goma to Ehe SInitad

/.

Statea T mean, whon ghe wae ghout 12 or 13, knaw no Ergzlish,
She wae a Catholic: she wont to Ursiline, She came hoare,
entered with excallent racommendations, staved thres years,

and finished all the college wor¥ oxcert two courses, and

then entared Women's "“edical and we permittad her totransfer

1?2 hours, so that sh~ graduated with her class, She hag

tanzht at Women's Vedical for ﬁany venrs and s ome of the
ontstaniting ﬂofmaTGWnﬁiq+g in Philadelnrhia, T ca-moge T shonlid

21s0o mantion Tnurille Petri, whose nrasent ioh T aontdt +617 vy

~yarntly, and baer name is no longer Teiriy bt she ia hoa

2

nf

he Yoment's Ay Nurse Corns or a@omethingg 1ike thet or Puhlic
Honl+h Sha ie ono of +he autataniias murges iv thig country,
fanlth,  She ! h Fatgniing rses s counthry
AnAd eha was a rombar 0f +he Clasg 0f 102L and o wary sxscellant

etident . who ranazed to edit the vaarhool¥, T'm mnt aura if she

A34 ret throuch colleoe in 3 vears; she certainly 434 a2 remark-

5

ahle amount of word ard aditad +ha vearbhook in addition as T

Whan vou spealr af eytracirriniglasr activiticas T aumnose
tanhainally heine sanratary of the Woman's Oolla~e Faclty frarm
+rm Fima Miga Righ 1~%+ ahant 1020 gw+31 the Woments Colleon

~1nsed was an exhtrocareiounlar antiviton hut 3h wagnth evaghiv
¢ ¢ AT an e’ p 1cla Xe! LR nitoa HEES xhTn

a form of leisure-=it did»'t add *to my leisure, We did work

e

s
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with the stiudents in zome of their ovwr activities T 434 my

- . Li

share of heire advisor to the Student Goverrment Acsocisthion

an? throieh asome Vind of gticky *imea, Thoare wers one or two

i -

¥

seriouns cases durirs the time +trat T wag worVvirrs with the
stitent hoard, it T thinv that thoey arae the »ind of case that
ig best forgotter,

We Women's Collerce Faculty, we usually rad a party for
the whole facultyv once a yoaf, and sometimes we Tut on plays,

Miss Robinson was a» excellent actor, incident2livy, She didn't

lika to learn lines very well; but she could make *them up

beantifully; and sometimes that was a 1ittle disconcertine for

1

tha vrovnle plavins with her; but she acted at FanilHrr nlayg

at Vasaar, and +trare were one or two faculty r1ave we nut

o

on Aown hers g

to ernteritain tha other faculty a2nd figs

-

Robingon was alwave a nart of *hose hecause ¢he was definitely

the hest antrass that we had, T ounae 7T

drama oreun at lsast oneco, Whnt was it called, The Dead

Sieter= Secrat, or Thera'e G0ld In Them Thar Hili=, Tn *hat
marticalar nlay, Eoh Case and Pathy hoth actad, and the plar
was directad by Teorert Bvars, Yo see that was much later,

it 3t was g£+il1l early daves at Wowen's Collersa

.

1034, at least., T don't rememhor evactly,
Twtorylnwar: Waras tThonre anr »eaecarch mrodocte thet ol wnra
e rnt e o e i E - seoe SR b S o B [

narticiiariy irvalvad ir the Piald of chemiatry during your

z . SR e - - - A T - e - T . -
rara2n™?

Prpfenacor:  Well, not very srecific ones, T had an unfortunate

¥ind af regearch mohlem for myv Anctorate, the Wind that had



1"

nerative rasltay and when 7 was taachineg here  my teachine 1oad

was =0 heavy 2m3 T wae also doirg advicine to arts and acience
cstndenta that 7 Adidw't have very »mch amdintarnratad +ime nor
did T have anv vary zood place to work iwn tha sammer because
wo couldn't atav aronnd here ivn summer, €0 rasearch was mot my
contrimition to the Woman's Tollere, A1l my 1ittle nroblems
wern gt aemall thiwes that studante seniors mogtly, a few

rracuate students, corld nick np avd do in the time which a

L)
gtudent can do A amanial nroblem, Durine all *this time I was
rarticularly interscstad in the Field of history of chemistry,

hecanse history was vy sncond love in college, T introduced

rt

a higtory of nhﬁﬂ%gurf course a2t tho Women's Colleze when we
reviged the curricniam ahout 1930, T taneht that a1l the vears
that T tausght, and it involved a sood deal of worl, hecause T
trind to find comvas material for the staden®t=s, T collected
some nld chemietrisa mueelf and saw to it that the ehidents

vand ecortnmpory chemiztry rather tha» rasdine ahout what ha

ard rendins higoranhies of pen who wevs imoartant Thev vead

=23

the ovricinal mavsrs of nrople |

Ve Priestly, Rossen and Sir
> Pri 3y tan d 353

Hamnhroev Davey, a= thoy werse rvrenrinted, Sometimes T had one

af the eparly hoova that they could read, T +ried py best to
malte the courss, even +thanrh 3+ wag omly 2 one h0ur coirse for

~h

11l oag it could ha 2and thet kind o

thing +al¥esz as mich time as varione types of research, T4

BND OF INTZRVTEY
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