Barlin, Germaw
May 18, 1938

Dear Mr., Messersmith:

The situation here is becoming more severe
and grave since the promulgation of the laws looking toward the
confiscation of the property of non-Aryans and th~ setting up
of Kommisars in Adstria who have taken away the bu31neanes of
people without the slightest recourse to law, These events are
well known in Germany and those people who up to now have not been
able to leave the country are filled with the desespest consterne-
tion and dejection, I have had to take a hand in the personal
affalrs of Fritz Eichberg, who, you know, was pretty well at
deaths door last fall and who has had his passvort taken away from
him, I am hapoy to say that by careful ili“PV“hulon and through
certain connections I have in the Police I managed to get a
passport form him valid for one year, Today I gave him an
immigration visa and he is sailing in a few weel for the United
States, Mrs, Eichberg's mother is seriously ill here in Berlin
and so Mrs; Eichberg has to wait until a later date to travel over,
But Fritz @jchberg 18 now a hapoy man and has regained his frecdom,

18 fairs reguired, however, that his immigration
secret, so the visa was not put into his passport, .
our regulations is not reguired., I forwarded his documents by cour-
ier to Paris where they will be *Ant *0 re Jenkins in London
for ultimate delivery to Fritz when he arrives tn re, He 1is s:
on an American boat from Southamﬁton somz time in June. The
manmner in which the German Government treats these fine and
resnectable citizens is a black scandal of the darkest hue, I am
so hapry to have extricated him from his trouble,

0ld Emll Baerwald has also been causing me anxiety. His passport
has been taken away also; but he refuses to yisld to the hard
fate which these people are trying to imvose upon him, He and
Mrs., Baerwald 2p going, but I think that the health of the
old gentleman is beginning to break under the strain., I have
done everything I could to cheesr him up; and he remains in touch
with me all the time. His wife tells me that when he comes to see
me or has a luncheon arvointment with me he =2lways che2rful and
like a new man, I decided, however, to try to get him a passport;
as he has refused himself make any move, Insisting 1Jt there
is no use, He steadily refuses to immigrate; ch I under-—
stand that his br >r, Paul Baerwald in New York is urging him
constantly to come., But he would like to visit his brother
agaln and to svend a month or so recuperating in Switzerland.
I took him over to the Auswanderungsberatungstelle, the Diréctor
of which 1s a good friend of mine, and I think in “mothor week or
two I shall get a vassvort f Mr, Boerwald, I shall bes very
happy 1indeed 1f I can get this throug}t and L feel pretty sure
of success, hey arx ly giving passports to German non,Aryans
if they can show that the trivo abroac 3 In the interests of
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