Subject: Various Chairmen of the Senate and House Committees
on Foreign Affalirs, etce.

One of the happilest memogies which I have of my service with
LA

my govermment for so many years wes the relations which, at least during
the latter half of that service, I was have with members of the
Senate and House committees on Foreign Af lrs with leading members
of Congresse

When I assumed my duties in 1937, Senator Key Pittman was a
Chairman of the Senate Committee on Foreign Helations. He was a charming
and capable gentleman. He was of medium height, extremely slender, and
with a finely chiseled face. He was courteous and even courtly in his
manner, but if he was upset about anythin uld be equally abrupt,
It was very early in my stay in the Department that Mr. Hull, in line
with my duties as the Administrative Officer of the Devartment and of
the Foreign Service and maintaining a g deal of liaison between the

Department and the Congress, said to me ] there were, 1

many treaties, but well over a dozen which had been in the
mittee of Foreign Relations fo s,some of them,without any action
being taken on them by the Commltte Tt w very important that we
should ratify these treaties and was ¢ rrassing to us in our rela-

tions with some other countries, whose ratification had been delayed,

that we had not taken any action. The Secretary said that we were, that

is, the Department and the President were in favor of the ratification

of every one of these treaties and had so informed the Committee, and
that I was to see Senator 2 ttman and ask him 1f anything could be done
to facilitate their consideration by the Senate Committee and appropriate
action being taken. I'd had a number of very pleasant conversations with
Senator Pittman before this on matters of business with the Committee,

When I called on him and mentioned to him the purpose of my visit he be-

came cold and distant and formal, in marked contrast to the friendly and




cordial atmosphere during the first part of our conversation. He was
extremely noncommittal, I felt that I had to press the matter and I
sald to the Senator that it was really very inconvenient for us that
these treaties should be lying dormant in this way and that 1f he wished
any information with regard to any of the treaties and if the Committee
wished any further detailed information, the Department would be very
glad to furnish it., Pittman looked at me and he said: "Messersmith,
I don't like to say this to you but 1t isn't your fault., If these
treaties are so important and the Department éonsiders them so important,
why hasn't Hull come down to see me and talk to the Committee about these
treaties. Isn't it important enough for him to do that himself?" I told
7 1

Senator Pittman that he was quite correct. I thought, however, that

was worthwhile bearing in mind two things and one of them was that the

i““‘\" * 1 L al 2 g . )
Committees had reached him as Chairman and the Committee with the express

approval of the President and of the Secretary of State. They had been
accompanied by substantiating documents. The other point I thought was
that he should really bear in mind that the Secretary was a very busy

and harassed man these days and that 1t was certainly no lack of courtesy
on the part of the Secretary in not having come to call on him. I knew
what high regard the Secretary had for him and certainly Mr., Hull, who
was a most courteous gentleman and most understanding, would not

and not intentionally give any slight to the Committece. Pittman sm

and said that ke I was quite right, but that was really the reason

no action had been taken. The Committee had felt that

N

himself should press the matter before the Committee an

to come down to talk with them. I relterated that
had the slightest intention that this situation existed

wanted him to come down, he would have done so long since.

Pittman said that he would be very happy to go into the treaties with me
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and with the appropriate people in the Department and then bring them

before the Committee and our people could appear before the Committee.

I do not recall how many months it was before practically every one of
these treaties was ratified by the Senates

The Senate Committee on Foreign Helations has had many distin-
guished chairmen, Senator Pittman was one of the great chairmen of the
Committee. He was frail in health and he passed away much too soon, He
had many qualities of the statesman and was a good parliamentarian in
Congress. His actuation 1n the Senate was continually helpful to the
executive in carrying through sound foreign policy. When he passed
away I felt that one of my best friends had gone and that our country
had lost a fine public servant,

For 3Senator Tom Connolly of Texas I have great affection.. In
view of the increasing complexity of our relations and the necessity

-~

for the Senate Committee on [Moreign Relations being continuously and

adequately informed, the Department had to have constantly closer con-

tact with the Chairman and the members of that Committee. 1 frequently

4

appeared before the Committee as did officers of the Department.

I was always treated with courtesy and consideration, but I was always

happy when any meeting was over to which I was called at which Senator

Johnson and Senator Borah were present. Ag senior members of the Com-
h

mittee they sap always very close to the Chairman at the head of the

4

table. Any officer of the Department appearing before the Lommittee
to testify usually sat next to the Chairman. ©Senator Borah and Senat
Johnson could be two of the most disagreeable men to

ing before the Committee from the Department., Aside from differences
of opinion and often lack of agreement with policies sponsored by the

Department and the President, they seemed to take a personal pleasure

in heckling anyone from the Department, It ok me a long time to get
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accustomed to it but I had learned many years before to hold my temper,

They ended up towards the end of my tour of duty in Washington in bei

1

much more courteous. Thelr attitude was in such marked contrast to that

of men like Senator Greene, who no matter how much he might differ with

the witness, he was always courteous. His questions were always per-

e

tinent and constructive. Senator Vandenberg was apt to be difficult

when a Department witness was in the chair but he was always courteous.

-

Senator White from Maine in those days was one of the really helpful

(0]

Vermont was one of
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members of the Senate Committee. Senator Austi

ention to our foreign relations. We

o

the senators who had given most att

became very close personal friends. Senator Austin was one of those

who could rise above partisanship in matters of foreign policy. He was

a great public servant. ©Senator George has been for many years one of

the most useful members of the Senate. A student, a man ol ponderation,
. . .

of great common sense, broad knowledge and great understanding, he has

-}
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become in these days not only the greatest of our elder statesmen but
one of the great forces in our country. 1t was a great privilege for
my wife and myself to get to know Senator and Mrs. George a good many

years ago. Although in recent years we have had little opportunity Rax

to see each other, my admiration and resp
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years have gone by. Whether it be in the field o

th

it be in the field of forei

today with broader and deeper experience and with more mature judgment,

Jn

That he should be taking this statesmanlike attitude in the Senate, during

.

the presidency of President Eisenhower, and as the most ortant member

of the Senate in the opposition party, is no surprise to those of ds who
have known him during these many years and have appreciated that he 1s

one of those who has always been able to stand above partisanship no

t
only in foreign relations but even in internal problems. When President
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Roosevelt endeavored to impose himself too much on the Congress and on

certain members of his party in the Senate and in the House, Senator

they came from the White House or because the majority of the party was
behind the measure., It is not easy for an important member of Congress
to be non-partisan in matters of foreign policy, but it is much more

difficult to be non-partisan in matters of internal policy. Although

we have made tremendous progress in independent thinking and action and

in bi-partisan collaboration in foreign relations and though most of

the outstanding men in the Congress today are working in this spirit,
Senator George will be remembered as one of the earliest and greatest
leaders in this understanding movement.

The many years in the Foreign Service were rich in experiences
of all kinds at home and abroad. One of my very pleasant memoriles is
the pleasant relationships which I was able to have with the House Com=
mittee on Foreign Affairs and the various Chairmen and a good many of
the members thereof. The Senate Committee on Foreign Relations for many
years of our history overshadowed the House Committee on Foreign Affairs.
This was very natural as it was only to the Senate Committee that any
treaties or agreements with forei, nations h be submitted for
approval before they were submitted tl Sel > 1tself, It was in
early 1930's that the House Committee began to become more important.
All bills, of course, affecting, the organization of the
had to be submitted to that Committee and it was in it that they were
glven the most serious and detalled consideration, and all the estimates

of the Department for its work in Wash
were
by the House Committee. They, of course, also reviewed by the Senate

ngton and abroad were reviewed

Committee but when these estimates reached it they had already had this

very thorough consideration in the House Committee and the Senate Com=-




- B -

mittee had available to it the detailed hearings which it had held on
the bill., While the House Committee had, therefore, always been impor-
tant in certain aspects of our foreign relations, it was not, as I have
already said, until the early 193%0's that 1t began to inform itself more
fully on developments 1in our foreign relations. This was due to the
nature of the times 1in which we were living and the increasingly dark
clouds which appeared on the horizon in various parts of the world.

It became the practice of the House Committee to call before
it ambassadors and ministers and high-renking foreign service off]
when they happened to be in the United States on leave or for
tion with the Department. Beginning with the time that I was stationed
in Berlin in the early 1930's, I was one of those who was called fre-
quently to appear before the Committee, and these were very pleasant
occasions., Whether the members belonged to the minority or to the ma-
jority party, I found that they approached, almost without exception,
these important problems beginning to face us in an objective and non-

pertisan way. As a matter of fact, during all of my experience with

o

T

the House Committee I recall only one member of that Committee who

not have this approach and who did not treat the officers ol the Depart-
ment appearing before it in a courteous and correct way. This was
Hamilton Fish of New York. He was, to begin with, a violent isolationist,
and by nature he could be extremely objectionable, When I recall the
successive chattmen of the House Committee and the outstanding members
with whom I had most contact during the years beginning with 1930, it

is really an extraordinary thing and a very encouraging thing as I look
back on these years, that there was only this one ree discordant and

unhappy element,

One of the earliest Chairmen whnom I knew well was Charles

Linthicum of Maryland. We became very close friends. He not only fre-
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quently called me before the Committee as a whole but it was always a
pleasure to call on him at his office at the Capitol to discuss business
of the Department and developments abroad in which he was particularly
interested. Linthicum was one of tThose men who appreciated not only the
increasing importance of our foreign relations but the necessity for
having the proper instruments for the formation and execution of policy.
He was particularly helpful in efforts towards getting better treatment
or the Foreign Service and for the personnel of the Department, and
was one of the first Chairmen of the House Committee to give ilmpetus to
the so called Foreign Bulldings Program to provide residences for our
chiefs of mission abroad, office buildings for our establishments, and

particularly in out of the way places where housing problems were exceed-

=

L3 oo

ngly difficult houses for our Foreign Service officers below the rank

of ambassgador and minister, Mrs. Linthlicum was very much interested 1
the Foreign Service and in the Foreign Buildings Program and accompan
her husband on a number of visits abread,which were made for the purpose
of determining whe ther or not a building should be acquired for residen-
tial or office purposes in foreign eities.

When I was Consul General in Buendés Aires in 1928 and 1929,
Mr, and Mrs. Linthicum came to Buenos Aires for the purpose of looking
over builldings which might be acquired as a residence for the Ambassador
and a site for an office building in which the Embassy, the Consulate
General, and all of our attachés and government establishments in Buenos
Aires could be housed in one building. My wife and I were both very
much attached to Mrs. Linthicum as she was a charming lady, but we knew
that she had rather pretentious ideas as to how an ambassador should be
housed. Our Ambassador at that time in Buenos Aires was Mr., Robert
Woods Bliss, a career officer with many years of useful service behind

hime Both he and Mrs, Bliss were well off in this world's
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this was very fortunate for us as well as for them in those days as
Buenos Aires at that time was the highest living cost city in the world.
Mr. Bliss had rented for his residence a very appropriate private house
for which I think he must have paid at least his whole salary as rent.
Although this was no inconvenience him and Irs. Bliss, he was per-
fectly willing to make this sacrifice for our country, it was f course
a very improper arrangement as 1t hampered the Presiden LN ne Depart-
ment in selecting chiefs of mission for Buenos A 1 most of the
posts in the Service. In those days the compensati E @ f of
mission was about half of ‘ today without any allowances. 1t
was, therefore, impossible i ] ] nt to name as ambassadors to
those
certain citlies and, in fact, most capitals,/who did not have consid
able private income.
Before
and I and other members of
enos Alres to determine what ld be bought which
be appropriate for our purposes and

chief of mission who did not

modest income.

had been built by Mr,., Bosch Alvear. He
and distinguished families of the Argentine., Ie

not only as an appropriate etting for himself but also because

S

aspirations to t! residency and thought 1t would make an admir

residence for the Pres of the Argentine., He had brought an architect
from France to design the building, as well as the formal garden. He

had brought workmen from Paris to do the finishing the principal re-

ception rooms and dining-room of the re The: 5 perhaps no city




in the Americas in which there are more large,fine, and I may even say
pretentious, private residenees than there are in Buenos Aires, There
was a very restricted but a very rich group of families in the Argentine
whose holdings were principally in land and whose revenues therefrom
were enormous. These families vied with each other in building these
beautiful homes. While the Bosch Alvear house may not have been the
finest in Buenos Aires it was certainly among the three or four largest
and most beautiful in the city.

wife and I had looked at the house anc

many advantages, 1t would be much too expensive. Mr. and Mrs,

did not shrink from the idea of living in the house as they had the per-
sonal means in order to maintain it, they realized, as we

unless our government after purchasing the building would make

adequate and appropriate allowances for the maintenance of it, including

-

a large corps of servants, it would meke it impossible for the President

to send anyone to Buenos Aires as Ambassador who was not a man of very
considerable personal means. While we knew that Mr. Linthicum was a man
of sound judgment and would be in agreement with our idea we thought

it best not to bring this Bosch Alvear house to the atter n of neither

5

Mr., or Mrs. Linthicum. After we had shown them the houses which we

found after so much pains in going over available places, Mrs. Linthicum

o

~

showed her dissatisfaction with all of them, and in some way or other

she learned about the Bosch Alvear house and went to see it without our

knowing anything about it. I remember the way she reproached me for not
having brought this house to her attention as she considered that she

E)

had lost time and her husband had lost time in looking
and she made it very clear that the Bosch Alvear house was
she considered the appropriate one as a home for our ambassador in Buenos

Aires, M liss and I endeavored to dissuade them from any consideration
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of the house, pointing out particularly the cost of maintenance even if
it were borne by our government, and how impossible it would be for any-
one except a very rich man to live in it. It was this residence, however,
which was acquired by our govermment. 1 remember how unhappy I was about
the decision but we felt that we'd done the best that we could and I
consoled myself with the i1dea that, in any event, we would never have
to live in it,

I have elsewhere noted that when Secretary Byrnes called me
on the telephone on April 1, 196, and told me that the President and
he wished me to go to Buenos Aires as Ambassador that one of the reasons
that 1 gave for not being able to go was that at our time of life we
could not possibly undertake the expense of living in so large a house,

the maintenance of so large an establishment. I hav

D

2lso noted else=-

C

where that Mr. Byrnes and the President later both assured me that I
PR S &
would "come out £&3". We lived in the residence for the some fourteen

ful

l....!u

months that I was Ambassador to the Argentine. 1t 1s really a2 beaut

0]

U

to living in good sized houses

o
<

house., My wife had always been accustome

-

and she knew how to manage a house and how to make the best use of a

dollar, Even with her experience it took some twenty inside servants

m
[

in order to maintain the residence,
really magnificent and even witk
1

less well served than we had ever been before., Had 1t not been for our

n

faithful Belgian couple, Arturo and Mary, who had been with us for so

many years and who knew how to take care of such a large establishmen
and who were completely honest and efficient, 1t would have been impos-

sible for us,even with the govermment paying the rent of the house and

certain services and some of the servants, to have lived in this house.

the Foreign Buildings Program of our government, I took a great interest
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in this program from its inception for two reasons. The principal rea-
gon for thils interest lay in the fact that I knew that we were the only
government of first importance that did not make appropriate provision
its chiefs of mission in other capitals. The Brit] the French,
German, and even the governments of many smaller countrles, includ-
ing some of the Latin American countries with relatively slender resour=-

ces, had g si gaged in a program of buying and maintaining re-

sidences £ e niel the diplomatic mission in all

Seen how even men with ample per: | meat witich they were
use in the reg

of the first part of

pointed in looking around for an

rent. More important than thi I knew how

was limlted to appoint the men

fact that it was almost indispen

in many cases considerable priva

of appointing an Ambassador to London or

z e
- N A

meny capitals, including a number in Latin America, unless he
himself that they had the adequate perscnal in
to cover such a larg
our government out
circumstances it : eally, in retrospect, a
our country that there were usually men of capa
tions who were prepared to take these posts.,
netic service of career had
think of accepting an 1tment as a Secretary . the diplomatic

ce unless he had a quite amnle private income Such of these men

the career, therefore, who finally und thelr way into posts as chief

of mission were not embarrassed by this problem.
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As I was par rly interested in the adminis ion of the
Foreign Service T ¢ he ar of o© government establish-
ments abroad being adequately and conveniently housed and being together

for their most efficient operation, a. had this interest in the

Foreign Buildings Program because it includ also the purchase or the

erection of buildings 1n capitals in i house our establishments

and to provide them iIn this way with

some of our
there was no possibillity of

I was one of

Foreign Buildings Commlttee.
H

Affeirs, and of

was this committee wh
should be bought or

Foreign Bulldings Offic n the Department of

rectly charged with the execution of the program for acquisition or
building and of the maintenance of bu g Fter acquisi The
program had made very little progre Everybody was convinced of
necessity for the program for so many reasons but we had made very

progress. The appropriations which it was possikt ] cure from

Congress for the builldings program

treatment which was being gi
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ticularly through the appropriations committees, to the budgets presen-
ted by the Department of State for its services in Washington and abroad
and for the Foreign Buildings Program. 1 had, before I assumed my duties
as Assistant Secretary with these administrative responsibilities,

o

reached the conclusion that while a good part of the responsibility lay

on the Congress and particularly the appropriastions committees in each

House, that perhaps a good deal of the responsibility lay also on the

Department for not adequately presenting the matter and mol

public opinion which was increasingly conscious

£

of the importance of our foreign relationse As 1t was obvious that the
Department needed
but also larger appropriations
as this was a problem which could no longer be
immediate attention. I found that
ing but sympathetic and wished be helpf Secretary

standing and helpful. The small group of men whom I had
me in the Department and of whom ha made mention elsewhere,

ided me in the reorganization of t! Department and in the consolida-
tion of the foreign services in such an effec were enthuslastic
supporters of this program. In those days it w cessary for a good
many of us in the Department to make ps to various cities

in the United States where we spoke to groups of businessmen and to
groups of persons Iinterested in our foreign relations. We began to bring
before them thls problem of the increased needs of the Service and the
shabby way in which it had been treated. I recall that when we explained
to responsible people throughout the country during these opportunities
which presented themselves, the inadequate manner in which the

ment had been treated in the matter of appropriations and how much the
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conduct of our foreign relations was hampered by this inadequate treat-
ment, I found almost incredulity. It seemed impossible to these res-~
ponsible men that this matter should have been treated in so shabby and
inadequate a manner. In conversations with the members of Ccngress in
Washington with whom the officers of the Department had contact, we
began to emphasize this problem. In a relatively short time adequate
opinion was buillt up so that the appropriations committees in both Houses
found it necessary to give more consldered attention to the requests of
the Department.

I shall not go into the painful experiences which we had in

finally getting gradually and almost at a snail's pace increasingly

o

adequate appropriations for the Department. It is satisfying to record

[}

at this writing the Department of State 1s rec

(D

ceiving from the Congress

C

X

an entirely adequate hearing of its needs,and for the most part the
monies made available for the Department and thie foreign Service and
for the Foreign Bulldings Program are adequate,

The Foreign Builldings Program has made a great progress. As
our establishments in so many foreign capitals are increasing in size
of
because/the responsibilities which are country is carrying, it 1s ob-
not to
viously in the best interest of our government/fm acquire residential

or office quarters but to build them. We now own a residence 1in prac-

tically every important capital of the world where our chief of mission

2X3

on his arrival will find an adequate home. We have office buildings in

many capitals for our combined establishments there and the program has

so far progressed that it is now possible for the Department to give in-

1 Y &

creased attention to the acquiring of homes for the higher offlicers of

our establishments in capitals as well as for our consuls general and

m

consuls in important commercial centers throughout the world. The in-

hat
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creasing scope of this Foreign Buildings program and what 1s, I believe,
the careful and considered execution thereof has meant a great deal not
only for the morale of our representation abroad but it has meant even
more for the effectiveness of its operation.

During the three years that I spent in the Department from 1937
to 1940, I found that the House Committee on Foreign Afi was the
most effective instrument which we had for getting better understanding

of our [foreign Relatio: 3 well as better treatment for the Department

.

and the Foreign Service. Mr,

the Committee. Representative

as Chairman, I had known for yes He had shown through
that he was in Congress gr: in in our

Messersmith and I and the Reynolds had become clo

an extraordinarily effective Chalrman of the Committee

Iy 1~
avvacKk .

collaboration on the Department's problems as anyone could

He was Chairman only a i ed of L t attacke

J

Representative E¥on of W 3 o had been the pastor of one of the

&

\
important churches in New York City for yes became Chalrman for

v

=Y

brief period. When Ygt_ Bloom of New York became Chairman of the

mittee there were some who viewed it with concern as they did not think
he had the background and the capacity for this important post. Those
of us, however, who knew the close interc

our problems for so many years rea

)
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tive Chairman of the Committee and events so proved.
New York, who w for many years the ranking minority
mittee, was a man of broad vision and understandings

most highly respected members of the Committ

most useful. Mrs, Ldith‘ﬁourse Rogers took an

ment and in the Foreign Service and the

which her husband had shown constructively over many years.
elected to take his

from Ohio, who joine

ment. Men like Rep ntative Ch g nd Rep ntative Johnson
m

from Texas d so many otl 3 made a very rec o1 ion to our pro-

blemse.

Department of 3tat and later
fact up to my retirement around
was often before the Committee at
cific phases of our problems in the place where I was working. I have
very happy memories of th mesting They were, of course, always
off the record and I could speak with complete frankness I have had
a good deal of e in meetings of this kind, not only with
mittees of Congress but also with groups of businessmen,
those interested in our foreign relations in
this over a long period of years ; 11y say that the meetings

that I had with the House Committe remained ¢ of my most pleasant

b

memorles. I knew I was dea > with responsible people who had a real

realization of the problems which were confronting our country, whether
they were Republicans or Democrats I found the same endeavor to get

understanding and to arrive at proper conclusions,




Early in these notes I want to insert in connection with the

mention which I make of the Foréign Buildings Program and the Foreign

ral

Buildings Office in the Department of State, the loyal and efficient
service rendered by Frederick Larkin as the head of that 0ffice during
the time that I was Assistant Secretary of State. He was a man of in-
defatigable energy and of very real capacity. He

fly to China, to India, to any part of South America, or Africa, or
wherever we had a problem in connection with the program He was a

of indefatigable energy and good judgment and, above all, a practical
man. He saw to it that we had good and proper bulldings. Few depart-
ments of our government have been served over so many years by

devoted, loyal, and competent servants. Frederick Larkin

was outstanding among these.




