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E iU TIO l I1 LA ARE 

Vocatlo al Training 

Encyc lop edia Fil 

Part I - Section 4 

Goorge- n Voe tional Education Act 

Fr-sightedness an generosity of national government 

l ders have een respon ible, lar c p rt , fox· the f i ncial 

key 1thout h1ch la are•s door to r nter vocation 1 e cation 

opportunities oul have re ind clo e indefinitely for l ck 

of funs. nssa e by Con ess , in 1 17, oft e Smith-Hu hes law 

had unlock d gat ys into bro der fields of p blic r 1n1n , but 

it wa not till nact nt, 1n 1936, of the Geor - an Vocational 

Educ t1on Act t t sufficient funds er mn nv 1lnble for prac-

tical cultiv t1on of _Jd of these fie da nd experimentation with 

otlers n to commerce . 

( 

It w on Jun a, 1936, that Congress, thro h he eoree

an Act, provided for further dev lopment of vocational edu

cntion in the sever 1 States and Territor1e, tlereby considerably 

boo ting D l are's funds ear rked for tlnt purpose . Thea ne 

Federal fund , however, did not beco oper tiv in l re until 

the beginn Il8 of the fiscal year, July 1 , 1937. 

Hitherto , la a 's ppropr1ations fro. ashi ton had 

amounted to 30, 00 annu lly~ tched dollar for ollar by State 

f'unds; the ne act provided an 1ncr ae or 51, 818 1n Fe eral cash 

and an increa e of ,l ,ooo in tate .funs ror t e first year. Ex

penditure in th tate for v catio l tr inin totalled 162,080.74 

for th fi cl year 19 7-1938. Provision ov min orge- Dean 
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EDUCATIO I ARE 

Vocational Training 

ppropriations to the State more than double future trade train-

1n funds if - laware app opr1ates State funds in proportions 

stipulated by th F deral ct. 

Periodic incre es in rm1ds 1 to supplement those pro

vided under the Smith-Hughes Act, as ure the individual States, 

through the org -Den Act, of mans upon hieh to ba e future 

exp ns1on of vocational training. The upplementary act•s pro-

1 1 n for pr 0 t pul te that the State mu t match 

50 percent oft F e 1 llot ents until June 30, 1942, 60 

perc nt £or they ar endin Jun 30, 1943, 70 percent for the 

y ar ending June 30, 1944, 80 p rcent for th y ~ endi June 30, 

19 5, .;,O perc nt for the ye r and 1. , June 30, 1946, and annually 

there fter 100 percent. 
I 

A or1 inLlly enacted, the G org - an le 1 1~t1on t 

a::11de fund that tot lled 12,0 0,000 for apportionm nt ong 

the Statf:6 and Territorie in aid vocational eduction 1n agri-

cultur-, hom economic, an the trades and industries. One

third or the Stata•s allotm nt wa3 required to b based on the 

proportion that its f rm popula ·ion bore to th entire farm pop

ula ion of ho Un ted Stateo, c or 1ng to t1e u. s. c nsua l st 

preceding the end of the flocal yenr. 1n which any such allotment 

to be d. This one-thir appropriation ms vo be used tor 

alaries and tr velln expenses of te&ch rs. supervi ors, and 

d1r ctor of a ricultur 1 subject. Educators 1n ho a economics 

~ubjocts w re empcm red to u~e th rd of th ppropr1at1on, after 

llo ment ... ed on i; prop r o tat t e State• rural popula-
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t1on bore to the entire rural population of the at1on. On the 

ropor ion t 

h entir 

th tat ' non- farm popu1ation bore to that of 

•• , one-third of the appropriation• s to be alloted 

to further the ork of th trade nd 1nciu trial due tor·s . 

1th release or additional Federal money for use in Del a-

re ' s vocational pro ram, ny undeveloped field , particularly 

di tr1but1v occup t1ons , ex r1 need exten ive cultiv tion . In 

addition to the 12 , 000 , 000 aet aside under the Georg - an Act 

for eal r1es nd trav 11 

legisl tion rovid d 1 o 

expense of vocational educ tors , th 

fund or 1,200, 000 to be apportioned 

mon th tats for rk in the distributive occupations . Allot-

nta for thi pu1·pose e1•1;: to b d ignated for use a salaries 

and tre.velin of due tc~~ an the 1nten nee of te eher 

trainin in m re a 1 1n subjects . 

fro thi .fun mu:Jt be atched b h 

he ppropriation to the St 

~ te in th proportion that 

1 tot 1 popu .... ation ara to th total popul tion of the United 

St te and r:-1tor1e::1 . 

third fund of 1 , 0 0 , 000 ~ t id annually, under 

the orge- Dean Act , for the prepar tion oft acher , sup rv1sors , 

and dir ctors of ngricult al , hom econo le , nd trade and indus

trial ubj ct . T..e la stipul t ct t llot nts fro thi fund 

111 be mede to the tnte 1n tle proportion t tits total popu-

1 tion bears to the total popul t1on of the United State and its 

Territories . 

Broadenin• of opportun ti for vocational trainin , exp n-

s1on of teacher training f c liti a , and additions of more and better 

e~ ipment for ork 1n the f1 lds of education dedicated to the primar y 

aim of econo 1c efficiency constitute the far- reaching r sults of more 

J 
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D • iTISTRY 

hili C. Southard 
ay 5, 1939 

Biography and History 

John A. Bro1Vn of ilmington, registered 1th the State 

Board of Dental Examiners, was the last d ntist in the St te u 

to be regist red without dental college diploma. In h1a 

early practice Dr. Brown a associated with and had his 

office with Dr. Anderson, · a denti ton Fourth st., bet en 

Popular and alnut. He lat r moved and opened an of"'ic 

at 508 King Str et. Dr. Bro11n was preceptor to Dr. Samuel H. 

Johns who, ter graduating from dental school 1885• practic d 

with hi and became his son-in-la • Dr. Brown was one of the 

few dental pract1oneers to see and use the many ne and improved 

in trt\ID.ents, equipment, and methods ot practice which w r 

introduced during hie long period of service as a dentist. 

He was progressive and intere ted in the educational fae1lit1es 

of his city and State. He was one of everal prominent men 

in th community to organiz and be a trust of th Delawar 

Stat ormal University at tilmington 1n 1866, and chartered 

1n 1867. '!he charter ho ever was revoked in 1871. His son-

1n-la, Dr. Johns, is still practicing, as 1s a nephew, 

Dr. J. Draper Brown, University of Penn ylvania• Clas 1912. 

Both live 1n 1lm1ngton. 



Vincent J. onner 
ril 20, 1939 

J. Paul Bron, hotograph r, 617 iarket Street 

"he l rest and bet known" s th title that should 

be iven to the establismn nt of r. J. Paul Brown. 

Fl LE 

This gentle an ha been en a ed in this -line for ne rly 

a score of ye rs. He o ened an est blishm.ent of i own 

about thirte n years a o. From the ince tion, th v nture 

has been n as ured success. 

The pre ises include a buildin twenty by one hundred 

feet, all of hich is used exce t the first floor. The . 

arlor on the second floor is furnished most beautifully. 

Theo erating room in the rear is about ei hte n by forty 

feet. Ev ry a 11ance that can be bro ht to bear on this 

ork is used. A very ood 11 tis obtained by mean of 

large skyl1 ht• 

ix capable o eratives are given constant em loyment. 

verything in the hoto raphic line is done, as ecialty 

being ade of roups and large pictures • 

• Bro has been a life•lon re !dent of the city, 

and has always been rominent in promoting its interests. 

Delaware's Industries, An istoric 1 and Industrial Review, 

Philadelphia. Kei hton Printin House. 1891. 5-157. #1 

975.1. P• 124. 



Vincent J. Bonner 
April 18, 1939 

SCIEI CE 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

RRENT 

H rry E. Bucher~ hotogr pher, 720 arket street • 

.. 

Ther is p rhaps not a better or mor r vorably lmown 

photographer in the city than • H. E. Bucher. Thi g n1al and 

courteous gentleman st blish d her bout thr years o, and 

has since then increased bis trade so much that the bus ness is 

now second to none in the city. 

The parlor, h dsomely furnished 1th the operating roo 

immediately in the r ar. They are twenty- o by fifty feet 

Fl LE 

1th exc llent light and fitted 1th the most improved appliances. 

Four skilled aas1 tants ar employed. Photography is 

follo ed h re 1n all its branch a. • Buch r 1s a native of 

the city and is known favor bly 1n very sense of the ord. 

Revi •• 
1891. 



J. F. Pote 
September 8, 1938 

DENTISTRY Delaware Gazette 
1852 

June 25 A Delaware Professor.--Thomas L. Buckingham, M.D., an 

July 20 

old and well known citizen of this city, has been elevated 

to the chair of Mechanical Dentistry in the new Phil

adelphia College of Dental Surgery. Professor B. is 

known as one of the best mechanical operators in his 

profession, having taken a premium at the World's Fair 

in 1851." 

II H. Garrett 

Dentist & Manufacturer of Artificial Teeth, No. 66 

Market Street, Wilmington, Delaware." July 16-6m. 

.... 



Vine nt J . Bonne 
A ril 20 , 1939 

J ea R. Cumm1 

s-~~~E FI LE 
PHOTOGRA HY 

This is the olde t nd on of the best hotogra hie st b

lishments in ilmin ton, the roprietor before 1r. Cum.min s 

having b en r . J •• Sutterly . 

r.r. C mminr is a native of L nc star, Pa., but learned 

h1 rofession in i11m1ngton. 

The re.is occupi d com rise two commodious floors , 

excellently fitted up, and su lied 1th 11 conveniences for 

atrons . Theo ratin d art ent a equip d 1th the most 

1 · roved a aratus , and employment is found for a staff of 

seven ex erienced assistants . 

Photo r phic ork in all its br nch sis 1ven careful 

tt ntion, ortraits enlar ed, am teur ork finished, and 

pictures finished in oils, water colors , astels, crayons, 

nd India ink. 

P rfect ork 1 ssured in every instance and orders ar 

filled at rea onable rices without delay . 

History of Commerce of ilmi;i.gton . ew York . A. F. Parson 

Publishing Company. 1894. 103 p . p . 86 



Vincent J. Bonner 
April 20, 1939 

DuPont's Conbribution to Motion Pictures 

Rsr;f~oE , E 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

As a consequence of the engagement of du Pont in the 

production of pyroxylin plastics, the Company was enabled 

to enter the motion picture film field in 1924, when the 

DuPont-Pathe Film Manufacturing Corporation was formed. 

The present name, however, is the DuPont Film Manufacturing 

Corporation. It is a large producer of film for the motion 

picture industry and also manufactures cellulose acetate 

safety film for home motion pictures and for X-Ray purposes. 

It is an interesting fact that Admiral Richard E. Byrd's 

Expedition to the South Pole was pictorially recorded on 

DuPont film. 

Industrial Relations Plans, September 9, 1938. 

I t;) 

0 
f -
\ 



Vincent J. Bonner 
A r11 20, 1939 

SCIENCE 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

11lmington's First Photographer 

Perhaps the earl~est daguerrotype achine in the United 

States as the one sent to El ood Garret by English friends . 

A silver plate containing the name of M. Da erre and the 

number ei t showed it to be one of the first deb the in-

ventor . r ~ -Garrett h dread of this invention and had made 

for himself a crude camera from a cigar box and the cop er 

Ff 

late was sensit1z d by flattening out a silv r quarter-dollar 

and then exposing it to the fumes of the proper chemicals . 

This, the first sun-made picture in Wilmin ton and possibly 

in the United tates, 1as the fore-runner of the now common

place and innumerable artistic and valuable snap- shots by 

amate rs and professionals . 

Anna T. Lincoln, 11mington, Delaware, Three Centuries under 

Two Flags . The Tuttle Publishing Company, Inc ., Rutland, 

Vermont., 1937, p . 11- 377, p . 316. 



Vincent J. Bonner 
March 1, 1939 

WILMINGTON'S FIRST MOTION PICTURE THEATER 

It is surprising to think that it has only been thirty

one years since the motion picture made it's debut in Wil

mington. 

Nick Jones, ilmington•s pioneer exhibitor, was a 

restaurateur who e business had taken him from town to town 

in Pennsylvania. In Pittsburgh he went into the amusement 

field and after a moderate success planned a chain of thea

ter under his own managem nt. 

H1s first efforts to become established were made 1n 

New York State, but he was unable to obt in financial backing 

and finally came to Wilmington with the idea of opening only 

one theater. Jones wa known in 1lm1ngton, but there were 

probably only half-a-dozen W1lmington1an~ who had ever seen 

a motion picture and he found it hard to get upport for 

his venture. 

He tried for some time to get a location on Market 

Street but every time owners were approached they natural

ly asked him how he was going to use the property. Then 

it was necessary to describe what motion pictures were like, 

and how profits were to be expected from them. Most property 

owners d1d not care to rent to him because there was a pre

judice against the movies even before they became popular. 

Others believed that he could produce the movies but that 

such business was impracticable as a livelihood. Jones, 

however, was a man who refused to admit defeat, and when a 

trading stamp company left the building at 515 Market Street, 

he immediately approached the owner, the late George • 



Vincent J. rm.er 

1 t. 

r, Bright did not h v ny p rt1ouler pr judice 

g~1n t otton pictures but did not bel1 ve th t th pub-

11c would p y to ee t 1n uff1c1ent numb rs to moke 

t 

0 

t 

tur prof1tabl, Jones, by c1ti X l of SUO• 

citie payin four ont a• r nt in d• 

no, .fin 11 c nvinc 1ght an our d l on tho 

uild1 • 
0 h d th teak ot lt r1n • tor bu1ld1 into 

th ater. e obt ined a r on bly-:prtce projection 

chin 1n hil delph1 nd ln talled fol in oha1rs for 

a , 11 chi f trouble wa in finding a competent op r• 

tor, 

on a a1n onoount r prejud1c 1n th 1lm1n toni •• 

h y thoug t that since other tor aho od their ooda 1n 

, it a odd t t the new busin sa n waa board-

in up, 1net d or cor ting hie window • 'I'b suap1c1on 

e u d by thee" yst riou ot1ona al oat ruined tb n w 

business and th re re ot11l som old r ilmi toniana ho 

b 11 vet movi ob the ork or atan. 

On turday rternoon, June a, 1907, Jone off re 

the ublic "b Or t Tr 1n obbery at t1v c nt ad.mi• 

s1on. 

ts 

1 udi nee ot doz nor o wer h rdly in th ir 

n the polio ntor d d d cl red the plae cloae 

to the public. Jone naturally protested that threw 

nothing 111 l 1n hi bu in and th t exhibit n of motion 

pictur s con 1dered 1 g1t1 ate bua1nes 1n mot or 
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the larger c1ti a. But the police were adamant. The city 

claimed he could not operate without a license, even though 

there was no license that would apply to his busine s. 

Jones as determined to find the ource of his troubles, 

and it took little effort to find that it was the neighbor

ing business men who objected because they thought the 

movies were undesirable in a business section. This helped 

Jones considerably as he then knew who and what he was 

£ighting. 

Ria next step was tog to the City Hall and propose 

that he be allowed to pay a weekly license fee, with the 

city having the right to revoke the license at its own dis

cretion. This plan as so very reasonable that the officials 

had to agree there were no grounds for objections. 

Hopeful a ever, Jones reopened hi Nickelodeon, as 

it was c lled because of its five-cent admission price. The 

new business, although it was not brilliant succe , 

stead1 d down ond paid its on way. Jone was sat1 fied 

to run on a small profit until the public got the movie

going habit. 

Although other theaters soon opened, Jones• Nickelodeon 

had gained a foothold and, still owned by Jone, it is being 

oper ted by arner Brothers as the Savoy Theater. 

ate 



lip c. Southard 
ptem.ber 23, 1940 ilmi ton 1n t~ 1790 1s 

Profs ion 

1793 

179 

DE TISTRY IN l790'S 

Th 11m1n ton na paper, of Dec ber 

21, announc s that John L Tel er, old n 1lver tb 

of n ton, ha his place of busine sop osite the 

.... s .. 1 ... gn ___ o=-................... hi__.._,n T vern at Third an rk t ~tre t. Hi 

buain ss as ....................... - carried on in conjunction 1th pl. 

shortly afterward l c ted at ourth and other 1 nes. He 

arket tree , wt which office he st ted he .ould clean 

nd plu t eth and et artif1e1a teeth th ensm 1. He 

had then d1sconti ued. the old e.nd a 1 v r ork except s 

it as t din denti try. Later in the 1790' , another 

rench guenot entist, Henry Tonville, ract!c in 1 ing• 

ton. 

1el e le a nativ of Camd n, ~ala.rare# ia repor d by th 

r cords tate nt l ociety to have en mak 

-,~ 

porcelain t th end o to have perf ct d a dent articul tor. 

Howl 

kno • 

rev1ous to this dat did dGntal o erations is not 



Philip C. Southard 
May 20, 1941 

Dr. Philip S. Physick 

Dr. Philips. Physick, known as the Father of American 

surgery, practiced for a time n ear Claymont, Delaware. He 

invented the needle forcep, inaugurated the use of catgut 

as a ligature for wounds, and is said to have been the first 

to use a stomach tube. He also invented the bougie-tipped 

catheter and the guillotine tonsilltone, and was nationally 

known as a lithotomist. Dr. Physick operated on Dr. James 

Tilton, the first President of the Delaware State Medical 

Society and first Surgeon-General of the United States Army. 

The operation was a leg amputation at the hip, before the 

tirre of general anaesthetics. In 1825, Dr. ,Physick was elected 

the first American member of the French Academy of Medicine. 

The Physick dental forcep was designed and made according to 

the idea of Dr. Physick. 
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GOVERNMEN'l' IN DELAWARE, &c. 

1. Patroonship under the Dutch. 

(a) Brief reference to the Dutch East India Company, 
an imperium in imperio, which may be said to have furnished 
the model for all great chartered companies of later times. 
Include effect on America. 

(b) Smaller ventures of later date, including the 
Northern or Greenland Company c~tered January 27, 1614. 
Samuel Godyn was a director and fiis Captain Pieter Peyes 
went fishing. 

(c) Dutch West India Company: reasons for charter of, 
charter of ("~he West India Company from the first was 
intended to be an instrument of war. Its aims were 

( 
buccaneering rather than commerce. There was no secret 
about its object; it was openly proclaimed. Its historian, 
De Laet (himself a director) wrote, ••• 11 - Edmundson), 
influence on America of Amsterdam Chamber of (due to ~reat 

result 
skins, 

wealth of Amsterdam). 

(d) Freedoms and Exemptions of March 1628, result of 
drafting of, including purchase of Swanendael (west) for 
Samuel Godyn, President of wsterdam Chamber (and a director 
since beginning), June 1 , 16~ • 

(e) l<reedoms and l:.xemptions of June 1629: Projection 
of patroonships on larger scale (include registration of 
purchases). 

(f) Draft of shares in projects, F·ebruary 1, 1630: 
A patroon with 2/5, plus 3 associates of 1/5; etc. 

(g) "Agreement between the patroons," October 1 , 1630 ; 
or, formation of a company. This is very important ; it 
directly concerns Swanenc~cl . 

(h) Lecember 1630: dispatch of the Nalvis and the (yacht) 
de Salm, 11 wi th all kinds of mater ia 1, such as ••• , and over 
80 persons. Etc., etc., etc. 

:ort , 

place 

(i) May 5, 1631: purchase of east Swanendael. July prosp. 
>rick .r4ouse , etc. 
(j) 1631: Appointnent of Hendrik de Forest to take the 
of Giles Hoset as Comm.is of Swanedael. 

(k) 1632: Selection and dispatch of de Vries, with 
(lodging hut of boards, purchase of 200 beaver and otter 
etc). 

(1) ~ale of Swanendael, and result of its exi8tence. 
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2. New Sweden 

Johnson, Amandus, editor and transl., Instruction for Johan 
Printz, Governor of New Sweden (1643-53), &c. 
Philadelphia, Swedish Colonial Society, 1930. 287 p. 
Illus. 

11 1 'l'he First Cons ti tu tion or Supreme Law of the 
States of Pennsylvania and Delaware 111 - Title page! 

Johnson, Amandus, Swedish Settlements on the Delaware, b·c., 
1638-64. New York, ~niversity of Pennsylvania~ 
D. Appleton & Co., 1911. 2 v. Illus., maps. 

'l'he most exhaustive history of New Sweden, but the 
interpretation often is too pro-Swedish. /_For example, 
compare his references to Rev. Johannes Campanius, 
both in the Settlements and the Instruction, with 
references to the same by Thomas Campanius Holm, 
grandson of Johannes, in his Description of the 
Province of New Sweden, as translated in Uemoirs of 
the Hist. Soc. of Pa., III, and by Isak Collijn in 
his Notes appended to facsimile of Martin Luther's 
Little Catechism translated into Al on uian Indian 
by Johannes Campanius Stockholm, 1937. Rev. Johannes 
Campanius was not the only clergyman in New Sweden 
when he applied for permission to return to Sweden, 
and his translation of the Catechism was not 
"completed and revised" until after he became pastor 
of F·rosthult and Harnevia in the Diocese of Uppsala 
in 1649. For another instance, compare the uses made 
in three chapters of the bettlements of Johan Jonsson 
Rudberus, whose name in itself indicates that he was 
not one of the peasantry, and who evidently never set 
foot in New SwedeD..!_7 

Myers, Albert Cook, editor, Narratives of Early Pennsylvania, 
West New Jersey and Delaware, 1630-1707. New York, 
Charles Scribner's ~ons, 1912. 476 p. Map. 

Contains reports of the 8wedish governors and other 
contemporary records. 

Odhner, C. T., 11 The Founding of New Sweden, 1637-164211 

(Swedish ed., Stockholm, 1876), translated by Gregory 
B. Keen, Pennsylvania ?.~agazine of History and 
Bio~raphy, III, 269-84, IV, 395-411, 1879. 

A good account. 11 - Amandus Johnson. 

L Also see references for the following period. 
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HISTORY OJ.<' GOVEliNMENT IN DELAWARE 

Bibliography (tentatively selected for 
periods up to 1682.) 

1. Patroonship under the Dutch 

De Vries, David Pietersz, Korte Historiael ende Journaels 
Aenteyckeninge, &c. 'S-Gravenhage, Martinus Nijhoff, 
1911. 302 p. Illus., maps. 

Contains copy of a chart of Delaware Bay region 
made in 1631-or-32. Pages of original edition of 
1655 are given in margin of text, hence a way of 
checking the translations and many citations. 

Edmundson, George, History of Holland. Cambridge (England), 
University Press, 1922. 464. 

Gives economic and general background of Dutch
-American exploration and colonization. 

Jameson, J. Franklin, editor, Narratives of New Netherland, 
1609-1664. New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1909. 
478 p. Maps, etc. 

Includes what is historically useful (to American 
historians) in the works of de Laet, van ~assenaer, 
and various others. 

Murphy, Henry C., translation of the parts of de Vries' 
Journal that concern America: Collections of the 
New York Historical Society, 2d series, III, 1-129; 
or, preferably, edition privately published under 
title Voyages from Holland to America, 1632 to 1644, 
by David Peterson de Vries. New York, 1853. 
For revised section concerning the Delaware see 
Myers, Narratives (below), pp. 3-29. 

Sections in the form of daily entries are valuable; 
tbe summary concerning the patroons, particularly 
the date · and status of de Vries' association w4 th 
them, conflicts with contemporary records in Van 
Rensselaer Bowier Manuscripts (below). 

"Penn Manuscripts: Papers relating to the Three Lower 
Counties" (Library of Historical Society of Pa.), 
1629 and following. 

Van Rensselaer - (see next page) 
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1. Potroonship under the Dutch 

Van Rensselaer Bowier 1anuscri ts· beinr the Letters of 
Patroon Kiliaen van Rensselaer, 1630-1643, and 

other Documents relating to the Colony of 
Rensselaerswyck. Translated and edited by A. J. F. 
van Laer, etc. Albany, University of the State 
of' .New York, 1908. 909 p. 

Casts more dependable light on Swanendael than 
all other available records combined. It includes 
(what are regarded as excellent) Dutch and English 
texts of the West India Company charter and the 
Freedoms and Exemptions of 1629. 
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- 2 - Govern.'lll.ent 
Duke of York erio 

Jeo (or Ye) w s des1 ated in the court records as a 

minister nnd e. in 8 church reader. 

ne order to .... pp ear cf ore the court• however , ms con

tinually ignored by~ rton, nnd s_nce the laws of the Duke of 

Yo--k pe itted a fine to be levied upon a justice of the peace 

n10 failed to attend court without a su.fficient roasona Wharton 

ua.o fined ten ounds , and the case e. a.inst him s referred to 

G vorno Edmun Andress, under om he held his appointment . 

(I-C) t sf0lt"ythe gistrates th t iharton, as an of-

f'icia.l o the county·, , as settt 

inl: nb t ts. 

a ad ex ple for the other 

The c unica.tion about the scandal sent to overnor An.dross 

a arontly os n ver ans1ered, and the eath of .lh.arton a short 

time 1 ter brought an end to tie c se , without the 1ne of ten 

oun s havin been id. 

The above c•:Je .a.s th only one iosentcd to tho court by 

.Church ro.rden'l ill_ams and Harmonsen . 10 next appointments 

Gi"'e not mo.de until ov uber 5, 16?8, ~ hen the court record reads : 

'A nomination of 'ldei-s oc Church ardens being 
this day delivered n Court, the ourt this day 
made the followin~ election 

oll 
• Jacque-;; 

el 0:rt ott 
Benj run n Gumry 

amuel Be::1'.'c er 
'T il 1. :.._. Penton 
uOhn umith 

( for lders 
{ 

( 
( fo~ Church wardens 
{ 
( 

(I-D) 

The now church1ardens a peared in court early in Junua17Y, 

hen on the eighth 

"John Smith one of' the Church ardens o.f 
this Towne of Ne Castle haue1n prsented ary 
the ydserv%Rt of • al h hutchinson .for haueing 
had en the 4 of this Instant onth of January 
a Bastnrd Chyld wthin th s Tovme of ew Cantle; 
and thereupon oned an appoarin in Court; 
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.UKRAINIANS 

Jk 42-
2-

A smal1 group of Ukrainians reside in South Wilmington 

in the vicinity of Heald and Lobdell Streets. 11he group consists 

of about one hundred families, numbering over five hundred 

persons, and most of them have made their homes in Wilmington 

not more than twenty years ago. Their place of origin was 

Galicia in iBHltricn,11~ Austria, near the Russian border, 

but except racial1y, they are not identified with the inhabitants 

of the Ukraine in Russ·ia. 

Chiefly manual workers or skilled mechanics, they are viewed 

as desirable additions to the population of Wilmin~ton. They 

have erected and maintain an Orthodox Greek Church, and have 

their own school and community house. women are adept in 

embroidery, and al1 have a love for music that has been developed 

under the &uidance of a professional choir-master. Religious 

instruction is given in their native tongue. 

Frequent dramatic performances are given in the community house 

either in mglish or their and both young men and 

young women take part. The marriage of the younger members of this 

group to native Americans is not infrequent. 



Gordon Butler, 

October 61 1936. 

c.1831 

In Tindal vs.Hudson, 2 Harr., wherein a free negro 

sought to hold his own child as a slave, the Ch f Justice 

showed his hatred of slavery as an institution by refusing to 

permit negroes themselves to become slaveholders. The doct

orine of the law relating to cattle, :\.partu.s ventrem sequitur," 

was brutally applied to a slave mother and this child,till 

bought by it ow:n,;:,father. The opinion not only does credit 

to the judge's humane sentiments,but is also worth citing 

as a fine bit of reasoning in a case of first instance. 

~Humanity forbids a father to ovm his o,m child in slavery. 

The natural rights and obligations of the father are para

mount to the acquired rights of the master; and the moment 

the father purchased the child these obligations and rights 

blended in the same person, and the child is free. It is 

no more master and slave, but parent and child. Humanity 

revolts at the idea of a parent selling his own child into 

slavery. 
)) 

We think the petitioner is entitled to his freedom. 

Conrad - 3: 950 



Wm. H. Fo:i:'bes 
July 15, 1940 

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OF OTHER DAYS 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

The modern mechanized fire department takes away some 

of the thrill of old days when the horses galloped down the 

street, but some of the oldtimers, before horses came into 

use, got a still greater thrill. Even a boy who could get 

a handhold on the rope, even if he did not carry much weight, 

felt himself a man. Nearly every boy owed allegiance to some 

fire company, even to the extent of fighting for his belief. 

At the James Bradford Company fire in the winter of 

1892, the driver of the Delaware Hook and Ladder Company 

ran over the hose of one of the steam companies, and the 

latter turned their hose on man and horses. The weather was 

so cold, that water froze the instant it touched an object. 

The next morning the Bradford building was a sheet of ice. 

The paid fire department of today is conducted with discipline, 

and such tactics would meet with a rebuke and fine. 

Reference : Personal Recollections. 

il 



. H. Forbes' 
J..me 1, 1941 '. 

EARLY WELFAHE AS-.,OCIATIONS 

\lil:minctcn F ' fty Years Ar:so. 

Fifty years a.:;o there were few of the various agencies :for 

the care of the less fort nate that exist today. The Friends 

Benevolent Society, vd~ich did Gf)od wor1 durin0 the panic days of 

1873, and the Provident Society both preceded the Associated 

Cbari ties, the f'lrst organ"i.zation to place its work on a syste,.1at.:.c 

bas s, and hire paid workers. The only ~v,o public ins ti tut ions of 

that day now in e:x:.:.stence weJ:e the Old Lad:..es I Home and the '9:ome 

fo,.. Friendless Children, the 1 a tter to c re for the or~,haned children 

o'!: Ci v.i.l ··1ar veterans. Of the f'ormE'\r, the story "IC.S told years ago 

of an olc lady :-.rho ap)lied for ad.::i ttance. The cfficers went so 

.::'ar bac1{ in her life, lookin[:: for evidence of 11,,..,nrril tur)ltude, 11 

t~~at ·n the meantime t:~e old lady died. 

Amons the names that sta'1d out in the early work of the 

Associated Charities , and the oruanizations that preceded it , is 

that o:f' I.rs. A. D. Warner, Sr., who throuc., t:-:!.e yea1~s has been a 

valued ci vie leader. '11.he As socis.ted Chari ti es in its form t.:. ve 

:,criod had the counsel and adv~_ce of _1eople from the larser ad-

j o::.n:· n~ c:.1.tie who had ex~erience .:.n social v;elfa:-'e wcrk. When 

"ohn r.assey of the Philadel_)h".a Orcan.!.zed Char.':.ties was a::::,pointed 

the first pa~ su.:,erintendent, many who had done vol"nteer work 

::..n the earlier or.3anizat:ons were shocked, and called it un-Christian 

to employ anyone to do char.:.ty work. Later on, when the :..dea was 

broached of :;i v.:.ng women sevv:'...n.:::; to do, in exchan:;e ~·or rr.oney ad

vanced, the same peo:ple said 11 'i1hat is no charity at all, to :nai:e 

won·cn work for v1ha t they recei vo • 11 
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From th~s orsanization have sJrunc other welfare ~rou~s, 

and ideas :'or the betterrnent of the less fortunate. .An:ong these 

aI•e the Visitin~ l~u.rses Association, the Tuberculosis Cn:m..'!lission, 

The Pr:.soner's A':.d ::::ioclety, which a0itated strcn.:ly fer a nev 

~risen, the fenny Provident Fund, which tau.~ht the school ch:ldren 

t},e ,2..,inciples of thrift, and the 1:ome for Se f'- Su,-:iport:i.nr; '/omen, 

· 1hl ch event ally led tc the foundin3 of the Y. YI. C .A then these 

var:1.ous ac:encies, which were nurtllred by the Associated. Chari ties, 

were able to stand on the::.r own feet, they became i.nde~endent or-

6anizat..i..ons. 

As the ,1idespread :;anics crune in 1920 and 1931, the con

stituted aQthorities of the city and State ass:.:uned part of the 

burden of carine for those thrown out of em?loyment, leavin~ the 

city's char:1.ty or._;anizations, with their ever-expandin.:; interests, 

to carry on in their s,eci~lized lines. In 1930, the Associated Char-

ities chane;ed its narie to the F'amily Society, and with a. corps of 

,aid workers, and wcrkin0 hand-in-hand with those other social wel

fare .:;rou.,s, ih'ch yea,...s be-f'ore we:re bo~~n of · .. ts enthusiac,·-, ,vill 

co_1e with any situation. A;'!.on.::; the otl-ier a~e::ici es worldnz :for & 

"Letter soc:..al life were the Society for the Prevention o:' Cr'....el ty 

~o Children and Animals, the Law and Order Soc:ety, wh5-ch kept the 
/society 

sGloon in orde· aDd tried to contr0l vice, of whicl, Frar.~ E. Haley, 

was auent, and the ~ilmin::;ton Pcunts.in Society, which su..'.)pl-led 

drinking fountains :'or man and beast. Forses ~ere nuch in evidence 

on the city s tr·eets, and due cons id era t:.on was si ven the~, es-

' 
t 

,eci lly in hot w~ather.J 
lfl -,~ -G. • I 

I 
I fh_;fa,-,"1l~d, ff~~;;,-

,1 From this 0 roup of welfare workers uas born the idea of 

the Serv·ce Citizens, aided by a :e~erous trust fund from fier~e s. 

duPont. Dr. Jose.::,h H. 0 1ell, who had :'or a short time .::,een pastor 
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of Westmlnste Presb~rterian ch"...lrch, was director , assisted by a 

ccrl!r.ittee com,osed of some of the State ' s leadinv citizens. Their 

program vrns of a varied nature, all tendinc; to the soci.al bettement 

of the Sta1e 1 8 people. It assisted financially any organizat:on 

wcrkins for the cornri.on e;ocd, without seekins to i.nterfere in its 

manacement. At the end of a certa:n period , s~ch 0rou~s were e· ther 

able to st .. nd on their own feet, or were nots tccessful and the 

s 'PPO!'t was w: thdrawn. Throu.;h an offshoot of the parent body , the 

Delaware School Auxilia "Y funcls v;ere provided for the building of 

schools throuchout the State, for members of both the white and 

colored races . 

At the end of the charter Deriod in 1927 , the ori0inal 

or~anizatlon was disbanded, leaving the School A..uiliary to aid 
\ 

Ii th en.._ineerin slr:ill in the build::..nc of future schools. ri111at 

the cood work the Service Cit:zens had been doing mi 0 ht go on , 

sc!'le of those on the ori£;inal colllr.littee formed the Delware Cjtizens 

Association . 

D..1rin~ the hard t · nes of the early 1890 1 s , the unem~lo;rec,l 

were C"'. ed for larsely by the churches and t'1e ir own friends , and 

the effort, bein3 r.iore or less spontaneous , at times laclred system. 

Soup houses wer0 opened and the ne0dy were somehow tided over for 

the time bein0 • The then Associated Chari tie~ , ,,r1 th aTI already 

full list , anr. dependins on ,rivate neans for the·r s~stenance , 

were not in a !)os · t.:.on to cc::,e with the new condit::.ons . 



Wm. I. l<orbfs r:iHes ~:,q!il <'I' 
Septeml er lE, 1940 1v· lrr;; n tnn 

Before t~e prese~t Pannsvlven "Ra1lroad stntinn was built, 

tte old nne conta1n~d P re9tnurent on t~e trqck side of trE ~u11-

lenst ten '1"1_.nutcs, dur5nc wr-icr ti..,.,,e, t}e er';;ne 1"oulrl ti:ikP on 

~ater. Th storv 13 told h a har~nn, wrn workeii trere, thet 

a c~sh refi stf!r, si tuHtl"'i ba~k of t'he bA.r. When one pRr ner ,,,101 1 ld 

want some r1oney for r1s 0°m use, re Nm1ld reach in ".,,cl r;.,,..,., a 

hanr1ful of s·lver, e)vin,; no acc-oun~inf' . A business ,.,nnr'lncted 

f n s1Jct a lo'l!':lt, v,ay was hound to fa·i 1 :i.n ttJ:11.e, wr~ d1 tt·is nne 

WhP•n tLe tr ; n hear in, Pres1 dPn t Garn eld ' s hodv hac1r to 

Was}jnfton, from Elberon, New Jerse:r, wrere he d ed, in 18Pl, tl:·e 

old stat'on was he'1v·ilv n.r"nec1 in ½l~ 0 k. A lFirge co~co 1 ,rse of 

peor le v·as on "b'lrd tn see tr e trrd n. 
Admira Dewey 

Wren f!'-1:l•:P~J.- €1"f!f-'~ t,- assP 'sJ~rt'f'shr AJJJr~a'n ton' rm r is way 

to We srd nr·ton Rt tr e close of tr e W--T'i'l'l-'~ r, tl'ie old "'ta ti0n was 

st'll do 'n[ duty. The train dj_d not Cltori, "but 9lov:eii do"1n. Crarles 

Winkler, a local hoy, clinhed on t~e ohservrt1nn Pnd to erect the 

General, who pressed R five dollar cold piece in his rand. 

On New Year's Eve, 1876, occ-nred one of t'ne lar'""~ c:; t 0 nr'J mo'1 t 

spEctRc11l3r fires 1 n tre annals of tre olri Vollintee:r Fire Depart

ment. This was at the Beet'vp, so call~1 because of the n~her of 

small concerns nee Ir 1 n[; tYe hu,:lr1jng_. s'tunted on tre ,,,est si1e 

of Or nee betwetn Fift~ and Sixth. It was snnw 1 ~r hRrr, an~ a 

stron~ wind carrie'l t~e spPrks over onto Market street. Trose who 
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remember the f" re say it was a heauti fnl sip.:ht. Because of the 

number of concerns enga ed there, no insuri::ince waR carried, which 

entailed a complete loss to all concerned. 

In the early y ars, the custom o~ callinf on New Year's Day 

was more pr ve.lent than today. In many, homes a tahle would be 

loaded with things to eat and drink, wine and fruit cake ~eing in 

abundance. With many new distractions, that friendly hahit is 

not ndhered to as closely. Tre du Pont family end collateral 

branches still observe the day amonr tbemselves; the rostsand host

esses are aided in receiving hy other members of the family. 

About 1887, Wesley Webb, a New Englander, published a weekly 

paper called The ~rm and Home ne was, at the time of hjs death, 

secretarv of the Bepartment of A riculture at Dover. The paper 

was printed on one of the city newspaper presses, e.nr1 folded and 

addressed at 211 Sbipley street, on the second floor, the work be np 

done at night. The r-apers were then taken in mail bags on a wheel

barrow to the Post Office at Sixth and Kinf Streets. 

About the same time, the Crristian Endesvor Society of St. 

Paul's M. E. Church, then located et )eventh and Market Streets, 

gave the cGntata Queen Esther, which coMmemor tes the deliverance 

o~ the children of Isreal, from tte bonda~e of E~ypt. Tbe talent 

was all local, except the "King" and II ueen'J who were from Phila

delphia. John W. Todd, brother of Georfe W. Todd was musical 

director. Tle cast contained over one hundred peccle. 

Th s aff"ir was given in tbe Grand Opera house, wbich was repu

ted to have the seaond largest stare in the country, exceeded only 

by the Ac demy of Music in Philadelphi.a. The role of Mordecai was 

taken by Robert Vlalters, and th t of Haman by Fred. McCall, both 



-3-
Farly r•1~1n ·ton Days 

singers of some note in local musical c·rcles. While thePie 

affairs entailed endless rehears·ng, there was a social side, 

w:hich made trem delifhtful to have a part in. 

Reference: Personal Recollections 



~vm. H. Forbes 
September 30, 1940 

EARLY WILMINGTON DAYS 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

Wilmington homes of all grades usually had a grape arbor 

in the yard. If the yard were long, the arbor would run down 

the center, shading the walk, which very often led to the 

stable in the rear. Both white and dark grapes were in favor. 

One such home recalled, was that of Samu~l D. Forbes, at 

309 West Street. Mr. Forbes after the Civil War engaged in 

the wheel business, in which a number of firms supplied the 

carriage trade, the latter only making the bodies. His 

housekeeper, Mrs. Maria C. Hartman, will be remembered, for 

their frequent appearances in City Court, generally in con

nection with his extensive property holdings. 

Next door, at 307, was the home of William Porter, of 

the firm of J. Morton Poole Company, and at one time a member 

of the Water Board. The family later on moved to the house at 

the N.E. corner of Eleventh and Adams, at present the site 

of the Seventh Day Adventist Church. Mrs. Mary P. Whittaker 

and Mrs. Percy Darlington are daughters of Mr. Porter. Mrs. 

David Allmond, another daughter, died in 1938. 

A householder living on Kirk Avenue fifty years ago 

could see the horse cars running on Delaware Avenue, many of 

the houses in between not having been built at that time. 

William B. Austin, at that time a contractor and builder, 

erected the row on Tenth Street, opposite the park, and later 

on founded the Security Warehouse, at Sixteenth and King. It 

was about fifty years ago that Cool Spring Park was laid out 

.. 



Cities and Towns 
-2- Early Wilmington Days 

and the trees planted. It had formerly been a lot, with an 

open sewer running across it. 

On the N.W. corner of Tenth and Adams, George Williams 

had a drug store; and later on Clifford Mecannon had a drug 
• 

store on the S.E. corner. He had formerly been with John M. 

Harvey, at Delaware Avenue and West. William R. Dare had a 

grocery store at the N.E. corner of Tenth and Adams. Howard M. 

Turner, now deceased, one of the brothers who control the 

Associated Laundries, came to Wilmington from his home in 

Woodbury, N. J., and worked for Mr. Dare, who was a relative. 

Later, he went into the laundry business with his brothers. 

He became a leading business man of the community and a director 

of the Industrial Trust Company. His older brothers had been 

glass workers in their home town. Isaac (Ike) Turner became 

one of the crack trapshooters of this locality. Howard M. 

Turner died in 1938. 

Mrs. Alice B. Hoey conducted a laundry in an old house on 

Shipley Street, between Fifth and Sixth. Then she moved to the 

. old Rogers Printing plant, on the S.E. corner of Sixth and 

Orange. She sold her business to the Turner Brothers, who were 

in that business. Later, she founded the Grand Laundry, oc

cupying a portion of the old Arlington Mills property. It was 

said of Mrs. Hoey, or Alice Boyle as she was better known, that 

she would think nothing of donning rubber boots and an apron, 

and overseeing the work in the wet department. In 1915 she 

built a fine home at 1909 Baynard Boulevard, where she died 

in 1938. Her husband was associated with her in the management 

of the business. 
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Every community has its share of orators, one man usually 

standing out above the rest. It is recalled that during a 

rally at the Grand Opera House, in the campaign of 1904, 

Alton B. Parker, nominee of the Democratic party for President, 

addressed the meeting. vVhen the meeting adjourned at a late 

hour, half of the people had left, when L. Irvin Handy was 

prevailed on to speak. Those who remained sat down, realizing 

a treat was in store. It was his lot to present the name of 

a fellow townsman, Judge George Gray, to the Democratic Con

vention of 1904 for the office of President. His eloquence 

failed to convince the Convention that the little State of 

Delaware should be granted that honor. 

Wilmington has had a fair share of bank scandals. In 

1892, when James P. Winchester took the presidency of the First 

National Bank, which was then at Fifth and Marke~, it was found 

that one of the tellers was appropriating the bank's funds to 

his own use. Twice in the last fifty years responsible employees 

of the ilmington Savings Fund misused the trust imposed in 

them in the same way. In one of the latter cases, the matter 

was settled without a prison term. The First ~ational Bank 

defalcator served a term in Kings County prison, Brooklyn; • 

the other Savings Fund employee served at the New Castle County 

Workhouse. 

Other minor defalcations have occurred since among younger 

and less noted citizens. In one of the early cases, the bank 

employee used stocks which passed through his hands as collateral 

to support a margin account with his brokers. The question was 

raised at the time if the br0ker were not equally guilty with 

J3 
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his customer in accepting collateral in which he must have 

known the customer only had a trustee's interest. 

The Garretts, father and sons, were an interesting family. 

Harry and William practiced dentistry with their father at 

the home at Delaware Avenue and West . William lived at 1002 

,Vest, and was the father of Helen, who married the present 

Judge Leonard E. Wales. Harry never married, and after his 

father's death kept "bachelors hall" in the old home, along 

with Charles W. Gouert until shortly before his death. Another 

brother, the father of the present Dr. Ellwood Garrett, was 

more identified with the town of New Castle, and was not so 

well-known here. Arthur chose the leather business, and for 

some years was with William Bush at 114 Walnut Street, later 

going into business with William A. Barr on East Second Street 

in what had been a portion of the old Bush plant. 

One of the sons was passenger agent of the Penna. R.R. 

at Norfolk, interested in the transfer of passengers at that 

point. Another brother was associated with the Franco-American 

Food Company at Indianapolis. A daughter, Katherine, married 

Dr. Darlington, who practiced at Concordville. Grandfather 

Garrett was a strong abolitionist, and formed a link in the 

0 Underground Railway," which helped slaves escape to the North. 

The old home was torn down, along with the house adjoining 

and the fine old buttonwood tree in the yard, to make way for a 

business block. To future generations, the family and the home 

will be but hearsay. When the sons were young, the family home 

was on Shipley Street, below Third, on the site of the present 

Jewish Synagogue. 
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Victor Bacon came up from the "Eastern Shore" nearly 

forty years ago, and started a small lunch room, with side 

arm chairs, at 829 Market Street. The Greek restaurants were 

not numerous at that time. He prospered at this stand, and 

then bought the property at 817 Market, and moved his business 

to that location. This building years ago housed the Robinson 

Ice Cream and Confectionery business, with an ice cream parlor 

on the second floor. George Robinson, who presided at the 

photographic supply counter at Baynards' for years, was a son 

of that family. While quite deaf, he was a jolly fellow and 

had a host of friends. He died at the Jones Hospital on Delaware 

Avenue in 1935. 

William W. Bullock conducted a sawmill on Monroe Street, 

above Front, at the turn of the century. He was a member of 

Harrison Street Methodist Church, and a man of st er.ling qualities. 

In his younger days, he was struck on the leg by a log while at 

work. This accident never bothered him until his latter years, 

the doctor attributing his fatal case of rheumatism, (he weighed 

more than three hundred pounds) to the early accident. He 

was the father of a number of children, some of whom became 

quite prominent. Among them were Dr. Edgar Q. Bullock, one of 

the leading physicians of the city, and Elizabeth M., social 

editor of the Journal-Every Evening§ and president of the local 

Quota Club. 

Reference: 

Personal Recollections. 
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AN EARLY WILMINGTON FTR1v1 

Cit::. s and. 'F 
Wilminpton 

Op 

The E. R. Pusey Cna~ Company, which was la..ter mere-en. with the 

Di monu Ice a.nd Coal Co:'.'.'lp n , •v2 s founded by the man of th t na..me. 

He had been fornie ly int~rested with his father, Jacob Pusey, in 

the management o- the Consumers Ice nd Coal Co an, and at one 
firrr: 

time made artifir- el ice, under thelnrune of the rtyp,eia Ice Company. 

At his location t Fifth an Church, be at f rst handled coal exclu

sively, but in 1914 adc'led a line of building ms.terial. In that :vear 

re held the contract to furnish cement for the c ty fl"'lr streAt pav-

In 1915 he furnished the material for the streets surround ng 

the new City and County buildin~. In order to ts.ke care of his 

r pidly expanding business, he ook over the coal yards, form~rl 

occupied by the J. Milt Solomon Coal Compan, a.t Front nd Chnrch. 

hen he confined his business to coal, the marG n of nrofit w s 

small, many of the coal de~lers carrying other lines, which showed 

more profit nd filled in when the coal business was slack dur nr 

the Summer months. 

Those wlio cater to the Feneral pu lie often meet with incr t.

Mr. Fuse rP.lated tra.t d rin[" t e lonr co 1 strike, dnr n,.,. 

tre winter of 1907, people who r d not been rii s customers would 

beg hiTY1 for e·:en por 0n of a ton o~ coal, say1n• thev would 

ne~er +>orget his kindness In more th~n one case, it vas the last 

he ever e rd from them. In 1915 the price of coal started to 

advance, until it finally reached double tre pre-war f ~1re . 

~here have been some recess ons 1n 1 tter :vears, but t~e h ve 

never reached the r pre-~ar level. 

R~ference: Personal Recollections 
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Cities and Towns 

Wilmington 

EARLY V IL1GNGTON FIRMS IN VARIOUS LINES 

Old concerns pass away, and are unknown by later 

generations. This fact is true of Wilmington. Among 

the firms which catered to daily needs over fifty years 

ago were several tailors, such as George H. Ash, on 

lvlarket Street above Seventh, James McKeough, on Seventh 

just back of J,_arket, and Connoly and Weller., on Jf.arket 

Street., near Eighth. If you wanted a hair cut orshave., 

Mart La Rowe., in the basement of tHe Law Building., at 

Ninth and Market., was a popular place to go. Jlart is 

still in business, on Shipley Street., and has catered 

to more than one generation of Wiln·ington men and boys. 

' Women were seldom seen in a barber shop in those days, 

unles·c to bring the children for a haircut; La Rowe 

maintains a separate departrr.ent in the present shop., 

presided over by his wife, for women and children. The 

Preston Brothers on Market Street, neat Eighth., were an 

old firm, goine; back to the days when barbers cupped 

and leeched, and also made sv:i tches for ·women, the 

Prestons always having some of the latter on display 

in their window. Ur. Parker's shop, on 1J.1hird Street 

near King, was a vopular place, especially for business 

men in that neighborhood.. Men usually had their own 

shaving mugs and brushes, some hifhly embellished with 

name and flowers. 



-2- Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

If one were looking for the colored water bottles., 

in the window which denoted a drug store was -tJear., z. 
James Belt I s at Sixth and llarket Streets was a well 

known place, having been conducted by one of the Bring

hurst family before being taken over by Mr. Belt. It 

was said that at Belt's there were stacks of bindings 

containing prescriptions which no doubt vrnnt back to 

the early days . of the city. H. R. Bringhurst, on Mar

ket Street below Fourth, was an old drug store, which 

maintained the atmosphere to the last., having gone out 

of business, only a short while ago. N. B. Danforth 1 s 

wholesale and retail store at Second and I1;arket Streets 

is the only business of its kind that has been carried 

over, from the earlier period. A few young men who 

started their careers at Lanforth 1 s afterwards went in

to business for themselves., among them T. H. Cappeau, 

at Delaware Avenue and .Dupont, and Jeff vier, at Four

teenth and Washinc ton Streets. 

If it were candy for the sweet tooth that was wanted, 

the Simmons Brothers store., on West Fourth Street between 

Market and Shipley., was a favorite place. They made a 

specialty of hard candies, consisting of nut bar candy., 

sour balls, and gum drops., the variety of chocolate-cov

ered candy not being what it is today. George Ferguson and 

David Lemon were two other prominent candymakers. 

If it were harness or trunks that were needed., 

Joshua Conner., Hiram Yerger., and .11.1bert Jacquot were 

the leaders in this line. The place of the horse 
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has been preempted to such an extent by the motor 

vehicle, that the Conner firm is the only one listed 

today as making harness, and that mostly for show 

horses. 

The Clayton House, on the present site of the Queen 

Theatre, and the Lafayette Hotel, on tne site of the old 

Post Office, at Ninth and Shipley Streets, were the two 

leading hotels. Professor Bartholomew, who came to the 

Opera House with his troupe of trained horses, would 

board them at the latter's stable. Isaac Pyle was host 

at this hotel, and afterwards ran the Clayton House. 

If one wished to build or have alterations made, 

the leading firms in that line were Wm. H. Foulk ana 

Sons, fhe Tindall Brothers, the two Se~ds concerns, and 

A.~. Reed and Brother. The latter concern is the only 

one in business today, carrying on under the management 

of A. s. Reed's two sons. ~any of the city's buildings, 

both public and private, are testimonials to th~ skill of 

these firms and their worlanen. Today the type of build

ings and the methods used in construction have given 

rise to many new eontracting firms. The digging and 

laying of foundations, as well as steel and cement con

struction, call for the use of a variety of machionery. 

And., lastly., if you were looking for some one to 

bury a relative, there were John :M. Simpers, John R. 

Kilmer., Luther W. Palrr.er, and Samuel J. ?lurphy, the 

latter being the only one living today., although having 
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retired ~rom business for some years. To complete the 

tribute to the deact, a choice of tombstones could be 

found at the Davidson marble yarcts., at both Fifth and 
) 

Ninth and King Streets., and at John L. Malones yard., 

on Delaware Avenue., this place later being conducted by 

George L. Jones, now aeceased. 

In the early days., there were florists., who sold 

flowers direct from their hothouses on the outskirts of 

the city., but M. F. Hayden was the only one who had a 

store on Jlarket Street., located near Seventh Street. 

Reference: Personal Recollections 
I 
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EARLY WIL"FN{;-'rON POMES 

C ties and Towns 
Wilmin ton 

The 1 rr;e house at 705 West $trePt was bullt ana occupied 

for years by George W. Bns, whose well-lmown firm handled co 1, 

nd also :bad a freif ht line to P:b-· ladelphi • In latter years, 

it wa~ the home of Nathan Levy, the pawnrroker at Seventh and 

Market. Bein[. unoccupied for some ti~e, it i fast r,oing to 

deca ; it was a f" ne r.ome in its time. "he lar,...e home t t:be 

s. w. corner of Eight and West, v c ted latel ~pon the ~eat:b 

of tre 1st member of tre JameCl f mily, ras been, w1 th its lonri 

~ard nd flower beds, a landmark in that neiN:bhorhood for years. 

Daniel Ja..mes, tbe father, was not only one of the early hardware 

merchants, wit:C store on lower Market street, ~Jt hp w 9 1n~e,..,_ 

ested n the lotte,..,y h 1 s·ness, wren lot eries were le""~l n Del

w re. Two of :b s sons, M ur~ the lawver, and D n el, Jr.,bee me 

nrom~nent. 

The 1 r?e bi 1 1d·nf, at tre N. W. corner, now used as a Catholie 

School, was years ago a boardin· rouse cnnd1 ted by a Mrs. E nee 

t js recalled•that Miss Halle Rile, sister of Dr. J. Harmer R"le, 

one of' the le ding ::,hys cians of the city, fell from one of the 

1tnner windows of t:bis house, and was killed. She was employed et 

t:be Post Office, and was also superintendent of the nf nt room 

t St. Paul's Cburc:b, at Se,renth and M rket Streets At the • E 

corner was tbe "'')irJ of Dr. Maull, one of tbe cit,r 1 s le di.np p:bvs -

cia.ns. On tre N. E. corner, jn the lat'ge soare house, lived 

Benjam n Nields, f tPe ~f U.S. Court Judve Nields. Mr. Nields 

was for some t·me heft>i e nts- ea~ presi1ent of the Sec1ir ty 'l'rust 
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Company, nd one of tle led nry lnw ers of the cit . This 

house, ·n t~. early ears, ~ad a s "de rd, with treAs nd 

flowers, w~ ch added not hl, to 1ts apDea-ran~P , About for y 

years aco, tbis nroper y p ssed ·nto tDe ~~nds of Williarr Fenn, 

wr o , dded the one- s +-r:,r"'.,. bni ldj n - to ta e c re of 1 · s clrup; 

hnsiness . 

At ~14 West Stre t, w~s the lone of N~th n L~Ah~m n , 

clot er t ifth and Market . ris rlau~btPr, Mrs.rrsther 

Rotrcr•11,s, wrose nus hand mana ed t:be clot-, tn~ departrtJent at 

tl New Castle Co11nty Workrouse until r.is de th, is now l 1r1n 

at 1°1 'Raynard Botilevard . At Pl5 w 9 tre l-ome of Andrew E 

San orn, t ... e 1 w rtnAr of Lev· 1rd, wt0Re 1 w of< re~ were 

t Elevent .,.., M~rket . At-, 817 was the or.ie of the Sisler 
o-f' 

f -rnil-.r . Mr . Sisl~r be ng of } e firm/r rve and Sisler, wt ole-

s .le racers, 0 t 'l'h1 rd and King . 

At tl-e S . W. cnrner of N1nt anrl test, on t~e ~1 e of lP 

aryart ent hbuse; was larce double house, tre hone of J mes 

Scott, le tber m nuf ~turer T~ird ~nd M dison . It was occu-

p"ed lA.ter bv Riche.rd Patzow8kv, not:her leathe-r"'l ker, and hefore 

he"ng torn rlovn, w s tre toMe 0 n funercl parlors of John B 

M rtin . In the block j1Jst desGr~ bed, t:rere · s on1~ rme family 

living there today, t:be Patters0ns, wro were +-here in 1905 . 

Miss Zella P tte,,,,son I s f::rnil:r oved there froPJ the 700 block 

on K ng Street stortly before Doctor PattArson ' s deat:t,. The 

mother nd ot er d ng:bter 

'l1hese louses today are ither -anartment r011 seR or rooM "nr, 

hous s . 
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At 900 Wes st~eet, now part of the Bell Tel~pbone property, 

was tl0 e rome of Henry F. Dure, of the early firm of Mart n and 

Dure, rocers at Fourtt an Or-nr,e. 1lr. Dure had num' er of 

sons, and , d'-lue;hter, tbe wife of L. Scott Towns enrl, tre latter, 

at the time of h 0 s death, n officer of the Security Trust Compan"'(r. 

At 90b West wast~. tome of A. A. Capelle, often spoken of s 

"Sandv," who, with rls ~rot~ r, Geor~e s. Canelle, cond cted a 

rar W"re store on lower M rket Screet. 

At 903 West, now tbe Chnrcr. House, was t:be borrie of Z. Jemes 

Belt, the drugf st at Si~th and M rket. Henry C. Ro~ n9on, t e 

banker, ·nrt f'ather of J. Norris RoMnson, the bandmaster, lived 

at 905 West. At 907 1 1 ved Eprriam Walton, of tte fertil zer 

f:irm of Walton and Whann, on West ront Street. At 1no1 West w s 

the tome of Geor~e Remin~ton, of tre machine company oft at nam ,: 

next door w 

ket Street. 

tre home of E. H. R•''mforr'i, tre ratter, of 404 for-

At the N. W. corner of Ei ~~ and Wash n ton, what is now a 

mus cal studio W"S the 1 or-1e of Enoc.-1-i Moore, whose family or more 

than one E,ener~tion were shinhn.lders in the c ty. At 800 Wasr-

n ton lived the Misses Millway, prom1nent dressmakers A num-

ber of doctors lived in this block, amonr; them Dr. Morgan, father 

of Norris C. Mor.r·an, the orr 0 nis , Dr. Of'le-, and Dr. W. '1. W nne1·. 

In tr1s souare lived Norris Of. , vrh rJ1Pst h •re heen e. m n of 

stron) convi0t ')ns, for after re joined the Se 1rentri Day Advent- st 

r, nrch, wt,o ::n ke Satnr,fa.y tre1r Sundn. , re e-ave 1'p a ,,..0od nosttion, 

f-it; t e AmPric"'n ulce.n zed Fibre plant at Te-nth anrl 1V lson, s rie 

wonld not work on Saturday. That workday, ve1:1:rs ar.o, 0onsiste of 
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e"" rt- '"'nd three-quarters 1 ours·, maki nr the sixty bours for the 

week,, ralf or f'1ll d :sr ' s 1ol·id·v not com·h-, 1.1 ntil SOl'l"e -,,e 

1,-,ter . 

In tte next bl0ck ~ 911, now used as n Jewisr Center, W'"'q 

the ro:r'e of J . Winf elrl S~ntt, of the le"ther f rr,_ -t Tr;rd nd 

M d s n, and later on, tre~ home anri office of Dr . J . P 1Jl Luker • 

The lJoctor' s son) Harry, wa.8 one of t.ne early ::iuto-r.oobile owners, 

and a reckless dr:iver, runninf afo1;.l of tte 1 w 1"'10re +-}, qr, once . 

At t:e N. W. c rner of nsr'n n~ "+- Ten~h, w s the ho~e of 

Rev. Alfred Scott, one o~ the early P~sho s of the Mettodist 

r rch n this section, nd the fAt~er of Henr; and H rl n 

Scott ankers . 

Years ~o t~ese }nuses were occu Pd ~~ roh bly bu lt 

b~ those w o called them ho~e , they were pointed out as the 

residences of leadinry citjzens . Tod 

Re~erence: P -sonal R collectionR 
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ho had al 'lay lived 1n a :rar:ibling farm-house , wss surpris d at its 

size . H told her not to mind , that ho would build her al rger 

ho~so o d y . Ue built a seconcf. home on the opposite 1de of 

C!1xt Street, but ied before 1t ·ns finished . Tho s Coxe wa ... not 

only e br1ckmak'Jr 1 but u stone ason as ell . His brick y. r4 and 

clay pit re near h .s ho,:ie 1; Sixth and French ... tree ts . 

Fifty years _go , th 0 16 as occupied by the u ord f'amily , 

nd lat'3r l y the Dickorsons , all descendants of Tho. a Coxe and 

his ifa . ' e hou e sit h s stood for Jears , ls an enlargement 

of the ori inal ho • 

Refer•ence: ersom\l Recollections . 
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October 31, 1940 

EARLY WILMINGTON MUSICIANS 

Cities an~ Towns 
Wilmington 

In the era before "canned music;" Made its appearance, 

it was thought essential t~at tbe girls of the family should 

become proficient on the piano, as or.e of their accomplish

ments. In order to make progress, a piano was installed in 

the home. The boys of the family did not always take kindly 

to tbe lessons, or practicing, much to the regret of many 

of them in their latter years. Tr ... e teacher would very often 

make the rOl,nds of her pupils' homes, arriving at a ste.ted 

bour. When visitors would arrive, the "young hopefuls' would 

be requested to perform and show their skill. 

Some of the early piano teachers were George Powick, 

Hettie Lawson, T. Leslie Carpenter, who is still teaching, 

and Elizabeth Jonnson. Some were proficient on the organ 
. 

as well as piano, and presided at the consoles in various 

city churches. George C. Jtaris was organist at Grace Church 

over fifty years ago. He was succeeded there later by :Somer 

C. Ewing and Norris C. More;an. Mr. Ewing, before his trans

fer to London by the duPont Company, played for the singing 

at the Rotary Club luncheons. 

Noble F. Hadley, who conducted a shoe store at Third 

and King Streets, played the organ at St. Paul's Church, 

Seventh and Market Streets. '11 • Leslle Carpenter presided 

at the organ at Trinity Episcopal Church until a few years 

E-1 
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ago. C. W. K. Bradford was for years oreanist at St. Jobn 1 s 

Episcopal Church. These musicians are now called choir

masters, as their function is to lead the choir, as well as 

play the organ. In the early years, the guidance of the 

singers was a v1ork apart from that at the organ. The organ 

was pumped by hand, in a room in the rear. A string with a 

lead weight attached hung on the back of the organ, and de

noted the amount of air in the bellows. Boys were generally 

engaged to do the pumping, and ear~ed all they were paid. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 
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Wilmington Fifty Years Ago 

EARLY v1/ILMINGTON RESTAURANTS 

Fifty years ago, when the area of the city was far less than 

today, many of the men, especially those engaged in business, went 

home to lunch. Few women were employed in the offices. A. L. and 

A.H. Ainscow's, either in separate establishments or together, 

and Gardner's were the main eating places. A. L. Ainscow at 802 

Market Street had a room on the second floor for ladies, which was 

well patronized for after the theater snacks. The small bar was 

in the rear of the first floor. Wallace Conly is remembered as a 
/ 

salesman for a nearby clothing store. When Wallace would sell a 

suit, he would bring the customer over to Ainscow 1 s for a drink. 

Jfuen seen going towards the bar with a man in tow, one would say: 

"I guess Wallace has sold another suit.n 

It was so rarely one saw a married man eating his dinner down

town that one _ would say: 11 His family must be away." Joe Fullmer 

had a restaurant below the old City Hall, which antedated the others 

mentioned. There were oyster bars under the telegraph office at 

Third and Market Streets, and in the basement of the Mullin Building 

at Sixth Street. The atmosphere of these places was informal, and 

many a boy has delighted to sit on a high stool at the counter, and 

order fishcakes or baked beans, without benefit of menu. 

It was a common saying that any family man who stayed out late 

at lodge or over a game of cards would feel it incumbent on him to 

take the "little womantt a box of ice-cream or fried oysters, accord

ing to the season. They were, no doubt the early "appeasers, 11 the 
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treat taken home being known as a "pacifier." Many of the formal 

banquets were held at the Clayton House at Fifth and Market Streets. 

When the hotel was built in the 1870 1s, it was no doubt a source of 

pride to the citizens of that day. Age and the change in that sec

tion of the city caused it to be outmoded, and with the erection of 

the Hotel du Pont in 1913, it was torn down. 

The writer remembers attending a banquet there in September 

1900. 'Nhile waiting for the first course, the guests amused them

selves by putting their water glasses down on the water bugs which 

took possession of the table for the time being. This hotel, and 

the Lafayette Hotel at the s. w. corner of Ninth and Shipley Streets, 

were the leading ones of that day, the latter having its stables on 

the same grounds. There, the horses of Professor Bartholomew, who 

came to the Grand Opera House every year, would hold "open house.n 

Nothing has done more to increase the eating facilities of the 

business section, or to raise the standard of food and surroundings, 

as has the advent of women in numbers into the offices and stores 

which, coupled with the61Ter-widening area of the city, prevents 

many from going home to lunch. 

The Hotel du Pont opened its doors on January 15, 1913, with 

a private showing and luncheon, attended by many distinguished guests. 

In order to familiarize the public with the hotel, a series of musi

cals were held on Sunday afternoons, when tea was served on the 

mezzanine floor. People flocked to these affairs, and were surprised 

and proud that 1dlmington had acquired such a hotel. 

Ernest s. Taite, formerly assistant manager of the Astor House 

in New York, was the first manager. In 1921 he was succeeded by 

Harry Harkins, a local boy, who had for some years been associated 

with the Clayton House. The hotel later passed to the control of 
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the Bowman-Biltmore chain, with C. ;' . Gibbs as resident manager. 

Later on, it came back to the original interests, with Frank 

Gregson as manager. In the pre-Volstead days, the bar was located 

on the present site of the Laird-Bissell and Meeds boardroom. 

Among those who have served the hotel since its opening are Miss 

Sarah Truax, secretary to the manager, and Mrs. M. T. Eastland, 

head housekeeper, whose husband served in different capacities 

before his death in 1939. 

Among the banquets held there the first year, was that of the 

Delaware Motor Club, in the Grill Room. When the time came for 

speechmaking , some of the prominent citizens were nin their cups." 

After a few had responded in a muddled way to the invitation of 

the toastmaster, T. Allen Hilles, the latter arose, disgusted, 

to ask if any other drunk wanted to say anything. Another banquet 

recalled was that of the Retail Coal Dealers Association, held in 

one of the parlors on the mezzanine floor. One of the minor coal 

dealers, who was seldom sober, which was the case that night, was 

accompanied by his son, a lad of about twenty. ,Vhen the waiter 

would put some eating utensils beside their plates, they would 

look at them in bewilderment. At last the father could contain 

himself no longer. He said to the man beside him: 11 Henry, they 

have a hell of a lot of hardware in this place, don't they~" For 

the first few years, the hotel maintained a small orchestra, under 

the direction of Mr. Dumrnig, which played on the balcony in the 

dining room, at both luncheon and dinner. This made dining doubly 

attractive, especially during the holiday season, when there would 
I 

come numerous requests on Christmas Eve for "Silent Night. 11 For 

l r 
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a number of winters, 11 tea dansants 11 were held in the main dining 

room on Saturday afternoons. \hen the law was passed stopping the 

sale of intoxicants at midnight, many patrons of the grill room 

would have their tables stocked with drinks before the time limit. 



Wrri. R. ForCJeS 
November 5, 1940 

EARLY WIL1ITNGTON THEATRE DAYS 

Cities and Towns 73 
Wilmington 

The Grand Opera House years ago was the mecca for many 

of the ranking players of the stage. One evening, at the turn 

of the century, winsome Maude Adams appeared. as the star in 

'iThe Pretty Sister of Jose~ 11 While the main play was Spanish, 

the curtain-raiser, called "Op-0-I.Iy-Thumb, 11 was decidedly Eng

lish. The story was of a little London slavey who worked in 

a laundry. While her co-workers had their beaus, to take them 

out on holidays, she bad no one. 

A bundle of laundry had been there for some time, await

ing a claimant, around which she wove a romance. Some day a 

Prince Charming would come for the laundry, and take her out 

for a glorious time. One day when she was alone, a typical 

London cockney arrived for the bundle. Dressed in loud clothes, 

with large pearl buttons, "Solomon in all his glory was never 

arrayed like one of these." Rough in manner and speech, he 

was just the opposite to what she had dreamed of. 

When the Academy of Music, afterwards styled the Avenue 
~ 

Theatre, was located at the N.E. corner of Tenth and Tatnall 
'· w 

Streets, the Gables, a family hotel, was on the N.E. corner. 

When the actors and actresses from the nearby theatre, which 

had hone too good a name, would register, some of the women 

who made the hotel their home would afterwards come to the 

desk a~d ask if they were married. The management would tell 

them that it would hardly be right to ask to see their marriage 

certificates before assigning them to rooms. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 



• H. Forbes 
October 18, 194..0 

•ifty years 

0 liATIO AL GUARD YS 

Cities and Town 
ilm ngton 

o efore the first A ory was built, the 

city corap n1es of tl e State 1T tional Guard i er located on 

on of the uppe1· floors of tl.e asonic T mpl • The uniform 

1 

worn include i blue cot, blue ad gray trousers wi th a broad 

bl ck stripe down the lde . The h lm t with tLe yellow tas-
s l n in from th c nter of tbe crown au tie ted V ry ucb 
tl ose orn by t old1ers in the G rm n Army. Armon D. Chaytor, 
lo at as a cler~ n tl.€, post- office a.t Sixth and 
1n Str eta, w F rom nent me b r . A cavalry re 1ment was a l~o 

pa.rt of the State quipm nt . Jame 1elds, better k:no n s 

"Jinnny 1 ~on of illiam M. . , lds, pre ident of the C ntr l 

.. ation l Ban , l'·os(, tome a at Kent er .,, as omof that 

_r gation. 

boot d nd 

could be found t tim s strutting ar und , all 

urred, regula "allow off' . " L t r on, I . Pusey 

'1ck .rsham c e to the f t·e in u rd c1rcl s , and was in 

comm nd oft e Stat troops at the time of the Spani - American 

war . 

On ublic occ ions, h n our Stat troops .. o1n with other 

St tes, elawar . ads tt.e 1·r.e of arc . At the dedication 

of Grant's tomb in prll 1897, General Vickersham led the troop , 

and Or ntl y Parke Po tl 

th n Governor of the State . 

a nth tarf of Eb Tunnell , 

Jam Fi ld was n a ed to tl daughter of • nry c. 
Robin on the bank r, and h l th to were out for 

s e as th own from er hor e and k lled. 

Rf r nc ; P rson l ecollect1one 

cant1;;r , 



Wm. H. Forbes 
October 15, 1940 

EARLY WORKEPS IN INDUSTRY 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

Years ago it was customary in some industrial plants, sucb 

as the Jackson and Sharp and Lobdell Car Wheel Companies, to 

let the work in some departments out on contract, tbe foreman 

hiring and paying his help. Some of these foremen became quite 

well off, by this metbod. Among the heeds at Lobdells were 

Robert C. Tolmey, S. A. Hodgman and Andrew White, father of 

Josephine M. R. White, the woman doctor. Mr Smith, father of 

Darlington Smith, who for some years was in demand as an expert 
) 

accountant, was at Jackson and Sharps. 

John McLoed, of 500 West Street, was an executive at 

Lobdell's. His son John was fifty years ago office manager for 

Lewj_s P. Buck, fire insurance agent, in tbe Bayard building at 

Nintb and Market. He later became one of the executives of the 

Carnegie Company at Pittsburg, joining that group which the 

steel master called "My boys." When the Carnegie interests were 

taken over by the steel trust, Mr. McLoed's name was at the 

bottom of the list of stockholders, with an interest of one~ 

sixteenth of one percent, which made him a millionare. Before 

he left Wilmington, he had resided at 803 North Van Buren Street. 

When concerns engaged in the making of wooden passenger 

cars turned to the production of all-steel cars, many of the men 

who had spent their mature lives in this work found themselves 

at a disadvantage. Many were of advanced age, and either had 

to retire, or seek some other task. 

Reference: Personal Recollections 



Wm. H. Forbes 
Octob~r 17 1 1940 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

THE EAST SIDE F'IFTY YEARS AGO 

Fifty years ago, when a large portion of the West Side 

was in vacant lots, the East Side was teeming with life. 

The descendants of families that were prominent at ti1at time 

will now be found living on the West Side, or in the suburbs. 

Their old family homes are occupied by either foreigners or 

Negroes, and are much the worse for wear and age. The lots 

which abounded in the neighborhood of Eighthand Lombard Streets 

were the source from which the Coxe family, who had been 

brickmakers for years, got their clay. These lots were dug 

out below the street level, and usually contained water, 

which afforded a place for ice skating in the winter months. 

Thomas H. Melvin, whose home was at 409 East Tenth Street, 

was instrumental in building several rows of houses in that 

neighborhood, houses which helped in a measure to redeem the 

section. Scott M.E.Church1 at Seventh and Spruce, as well as 

Asbury, at Third and Walnut, largely drew their congregations 

ffom that section of the city; these congregations were reputed 

to include many old-time 0 shouting Methodists." 'Ib.e complexion 

of the congregations changed with the neighborhood, so that 

it is hard to find today on the roster of their membership a 

name that was familiar in the old days. Their descendants will 
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most likely be found at Grace, McCabe, or some of the other 

Methodist churches on the West Side. 

Such families as the Parkers, Genns, Springers, Schracks, 

and others who were prominent around Sixth and Poplar Streets, 

have for one reason or another passed from the scene. Isaac 

T. Parker, or "Tom, 11 as he was more often called, was one of 

the popular conductors of the Delaware Railroad. He lived 

at 604 Poplar, and at 608 was the home of w. Bayard Genn, 

master boilermaker at the local Pennsylvania Railroad Shops. 

At the s.E. corner of Seventh and Poplar was the home and 

office of Dr. Thomas A. Keables. He had a son and daughter, 

Ray and Hortense. Victor R. Pyle, now in the coal and lumber 

business here, could be found there at times playing his flute, 

Hortense accompanying him on the piano . Mr. Pyle later on 

married Lillian Jackson, whose fine voice will be remembered 

in St. Andrew's Church choir. Their whole family are musical, 

and when they are all together, they make a small orchestra, 

each one playing a different instrument. 

Adam Schrack, of 405 East Sixth, was a Civil War veteran, 

and at one time superintendent of letter carriers at the old 

Post Office at Sixth and King. He had two sons, Howard and 

Willard, both dead, and a daughter whose first husband was 

Curtis G. Bupp, the hat manufacturer on West Seventh Street. 

She later on married Dr. Clyde c. Neese, whose home and office 

are at the s. w. corner of Eighth and Adams. This was at one 

time the home of w.w. Pusey, brother of Charles w. Pusey, both 

executives of the Pusey and Jones Company. 



The East Side Fifty Years Ago 

On Poplar Street between Fifth and Sixth was the 

slaughter house of Gottleib Mammele, grandfather of the 

present Canby c. Mammele. There were a number of these 

plants scattered about the city, the owners generally having 

stalls in the market houses. The family home was around 

the corner on Sixth Street. At 503 Poplar Street was the 

home of the Flynn family. "Tom" Flynn., a son, for some 

years conducted a hat store on Market Street near Third. 

One daughter married John A. Montgomery, long identified with 

the fire insurance business, and another married Edgar B. 

Fell, whose drug store was at one time on the N.E. Corner of 

Ninth and Orange. His home and store when he died was at 600 

Concord Avenue. Mrs. Katherine Fell, the wife, has gained 

some distinction as a dramatic coach, and is at present active 

in the Drama League. 

At 425 East Sixth Street was the home of Aaron Sawin, one 

of the early bridge builders of the Penna. R.R. Company. He 

was the father of Miss Nellie Sawin who will be remembered 

as a teacher at the High School, and of Leroy Sawin the master 

blacksmith at Todd's Cut. Mr. Sawin served his apprenticeship 

at the old shops, opposite the depot, on Water Street, and 

was the father of Sanford w. Sawin, at present one of the chief 

engineers of the Du Pont Company, with offices in the building 

at Tenth and Market. tle married the daughter of Winfield Quigley, 

who conducts a school for boys and girls, near Hockessin. 

Many skilled workmen whose trades have practically disappeared 

from the city's industrial life lived on the East side. John 

T. Mortimer, of 305 Taylor Street was a good example. He was a 
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carriage body maker, and was employed both at Clymer's at 

Third and Orange, and McLear and Kendall's, at Ninth and 

French. Often carriage-builders would use their skill in 

making sideboards and other furniture for the home. Mr. 

Mortimer had two children, Martha and Walter; the form.er 

married .darry McKee, the butcher, who originally came from 

New Castle. Both the McKees are deceased. Walter Mortimer 

is master mechanic for the Woodlawn Improvement Company. 

Another skilled workman was Samuel Dougherty, who lived 

at 319 East Sixth Street.Mt"J)oughertyand his wife were typi

cally English. He was employed as a puddler at the Diamond 

State Iron Company plant. 'I'hat work was hard, and in high 

temperatures. One of the daughters married Benjamin Rawnsley, 

the cigarmaker, another married James B. Tucker, who years 

ago was a policeman, and also served as assistant chief of 

the volunteer fire department. As a second wife, Mr. Tucker 

married the daughter of William Simmons, who in 1891 was 

sheriff of the county, and was the father of Charles and 

Homer Simmons, both prominent in local political circles. 

In the days when the services in the Germ.an churches were 

generally held in the native tongue, Rev. Paul Isenschmid was 

one of the prominent preachers of that nationality. He also 

practiced medicine to some extent. He had two children, Clara 

the widow of Edward R. Pusey, and Samuel, who practiced law 

in New York City, for some years. At the N.W. corner of Sixth 

and Lombard was the grocery store of Cann and Reed. These men 

were related, and Mr. Reed was the father of J.Warner Reed, who 
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married the daughter of Mr. Ringwalt, the harness maker at 

Second and Market Streets. He also commanded the 59th 

Pioneer Regiment, consisting of Delaware troops, in the 

first world war. 

The portion of the old Wesleyan Female Academy which 

extends out on Sixth Street, between Walnut and French, has 

been for years, the meeting hall of German Societies. In 

the early years, the Germans, a good many of whom were born 

in the old country, brought with them a spirit of good fellow

ship which found expression in beer and song. Theirs was the 

Germany of Schiller and Goethe, and not the Germany of Hitler. 

One of the old landmarks of that neighborhood is the 

Bethel A.M.E. Church at Sixth and Walnut Street. Upon the 

ruins of the fire in 19351 which practically destroyed the 

church, has been raised a more modern building. The colored 

churches were always noted for their choir singing, having 

good soloists. 

At the N.w. Corner of Third and Poplar Streets was the 

grocery store of William Turner, father of Mi llard Turner, 

one of the minor executives of the Du Pont Company. . The latter 

married the sister of Glen Beadenkopf, the leather manufacturer. 

On Third Street, between Walnut and Boplar, was the livery 

stable of Harry w.Lowe, who died in 1940. The business in 

those days consisted in boarding horses for families or business 

concerns, ·r~nting teams for business or pleasure, and renting 

cabs for weddings, funerals, and other occasions. Hearses were 

also furnished for funerals. Mr. Lowe was active in Masonic 

circles. 
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William Wallace is about the only old horseman left. 

He is over ninety years old, has a splendid memory, and loves 

to recount the days when harness racing was at its height .• 

He is a brother of the late Howard T. Wallace, who was a 

noted horseman, and at one time president of .the Diamond State 

Iron Company. Howard's fine home was at the S.E. corner of 

Tenth and Van ~uren Streets. 

The buildings occupied for some years by the B.F.Shaw 

Company, at Second and Lombard Streets, was years ago the 

plant of the Hare and Morgan Company, makers of nuts and 

bolts. Albert, the son of the Rev. Lafayette Marks, pastor 

of Hanover Presbyterian Church at Sixth and King, was a clerk 

in the office. Dr. Marks has a daughter still living in the 

city, the wife of Henry s. Pyle, son of a member of the old 

patent leather fin11. 

Reference: Personal Recollections 



Wm. H. Forbes 
Sept,mher 17, 1940 

FRENCl STREET IN Ti:E EAR.LY DAYS 

En 1 ia Fil ~-z..., 

Ci t·i es and Towns 
Wilmington. 

French Street, wide street, has ol•~vs heen po ular as an 

artery of travel. When tre slei 6 1'ing w:-:.s good, it was a favorite 

pl ce for rac ng. Many prominent people lived on tnis street. 
'· , 

The house at 205 was the Heisler home, whose cooper· shop was 

aroun0 the corner on Second street . On the s. E. cornel' 

Green carr ge factory, Mr. Green being tre father of (Dad) Green. 

On the N .E. corne1 was the carriage fac tor~r of Iv1r. lirunmond, whose 

son William conduct Ed a pawn shop there in later :1re2.-r"3 •. 

On tre N. E. corner at fourth, was tre Second Ri=intist Church, 

now at n ntt and Franklin. Ont e N. E. corner of Fif h, was the 

cr·" cker hake ry of W. anc1 J. Lan&r Further on this side was No~ 1 

School, the Hi~r School until the erection of the scrool at Ei hth 

and Adams ahout 1885. Next door to the school was t:re Delaware 

H1)ok and Ladder Company. 

On the N. E. corner at sixth, was the home nf Dr. Morr son, 

who conducted a drug store, at Second and Kin~ . Further on was 

the Wesle"'rnn Female Academy, for some years aftPrwards used as 

a :rotel. At 610 "'S tre rome of J. A. hart, whose meat plant W3s 

t Fifth and Po iar, and next door was tre r.ome of )r. L. P. Bush. 

These two l 1ouses · re now occuried b~r th( Democraitic·. JLea~ue. Dr . 

Bush was the grandfather of Chr1stophe~ L. Ward. In the next 

block, at 718, was tne resi~ence of William Lawton, whose c~ina 

store was on Market street,n r 8ixth. Mr . Lawton was struck 

and killed by an automobile while crossing tbe street n front of 

his store . Next _door lived Samuel R. Baynard, jeweler at Fifth 

and Market. On the west side, at 707, lived J . K. Adams, the toy 
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store merchant, at F fth rnd Market, ~~a next door tre Stidham 

family, father and son hein, auctioneers for years. 

The L rge rouse o t 710 was tr e ~OmP of Dr. Porter, whr, rH e<'l 

1n the early 1 eo•s. He left a proviso in his will that a cnlore1 

fat"Jilv n"lmed Wine, shnuld occupy the ho11s~ after " s death, ~nc1 

trey 1 ve,l . -1- ere n tl e hasement rooms for some ye rs. T is no 

dnurit gave rise to the i<'lf'a,trat the rouse wRs hirnnt€~il, to any 

one thinking the housf was vacant. The Porter house was rnzed 

within t~e last year . 

At 906 French lived o fine old colored man, Rohert Graves, a 

caterer. In the early years, this work waq ~eneral ly done hy 

Negroes. A. L. Ainscm1r 1 s restaurant was st~ffed b colort=H'l help. 

Wher ver societ gathered for a function, Mr. Graves would general

ly be founn , th a staff of we. ters. Waiters who come from el 1 

over Euroce have 1 r';el7r supplanted the Negro in tl :.s work . 

Reference: Personal Recollections 

... 
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J. F. Pote 
July 25, 1940 

CITIES AND TONNS 
Wilmington 

FRENCH STREET SO-CALLED IN 1736-7 

L-1-45 - 2/14/17 36/37. "Thomas Willing of Willingtown 

in the hundred of Christiana in the County of New Castle 

upon Delaware Cooper and Catharine his Wife on the One 

part And Joseph Steel of the Province of Maryland Yeoman 

and John M~ Arthur of the Province of Maryland aforesaid 

Weaver and John Richardson of the Province of Pennsylvania 

Yeoman on the other Part --- Beginning at a Corner Stake 

Standing in the North West Side of French's Street thence 

--- intersection of French's Street and third Street ••• " 

Reference: 

Deed Record L-1-45. 



·wm. ·.H: Forbes 
Nov~m~er 12, 1940 

' 

Cities and Towns 
\"lilmington 

HARD THIES IN TliE SARLIER YEARS 

11th hard times still pressin6 upon us, and all the 

government agencies working to lift the burden that comes 

from unemployment., the thou6ht often arises as to what was 

6.one in fo:•,ner hard times. During the hard times of the 

second Cleveland admininstration., many suffered for the want .. 
of the necessities of life. Soup kitchens were opened all 

over town. Many no doubt were carried along by their corner 

grocers. A dollar went further tben than it does today; whj_le 

wa5 es were low by today's standards., the cost of clothing ancl. 

foodstuffs was in keeping. A man could buy a fair~ good 

suit for ten dollars, or even less. A derby hat could bB 

oought for two dollars. Chain shoemaking firms made fine 

ladies' shoes that retailed for tbree and four dollars. 

Men faired equally as well in that respect. One colored man, 

dealer in second-hand clothing., complained only a few years 

ago that he could'nt sell his line. The rising generation 

of colored people want up-to-date things. 

The housewife could fill a large sized basket with food 

for the table for one dollar. People of li·"lii ted means, even 

when they were el"'l.plo:'led., were contented with the simpler 

things in the way of recreation. There were no uxuries like 

tlle automobi:.e, rA.dio, and phonograph. In the warm weather, 
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people sat on their doorstep in the evening and gossiped 
"''•rly 

with the neighbors. The -temptation to retire/~;a·s· great, as 

industries started work at s€ven, and six in the evenjn6 was 

quitting time. 

A noted English lecturer went home from the States, and 

told his people "That tl e automoh:i..lP- had kept Ame1·:i.0e. from 

going Bolshevik. It tad enabled the man of moderate means 

to take :P,:.s family out for a ride in the country, away 

from tne sordid surroundings of their neighborhoods, and 

gain strength for another day's work." 

Reference: Pe1·sonal Recollections 



Vfr,,. F. ,For"es 
e tember 20,19-10 

Fn...,v, 

Cit es and Tovm"' 
W lm:.n ton 

TENTH STREET IN TBE EARLY YEARS 

West Tenth Street, wrich extends from Market to T tnall, 

presents n ent relv different appearance from what it did 

years ago, all the changes be n for its mnrovement. On the 

site of a port o o~ the D nont B lding, nd fac·n~ Shiple 

Street, was the Fr1en~ship En. ne House. On this apnrox·mate 

site some ears 1 ter, G-eore;e Ward er cted maoartment riouse, 

wr ch h d t:he first autom~ ·c elev tor nstalled n the City. 

Colonel E.G. Buckner, one of the executives of the Du Pont 

C mna.ny, occ pied t:he wrol e ton floor 1'n 1 he moved to s 

new OJ'lle t 1308 Del Wl!.re .Avenue 

On tre south side of Tentr, from Market to Sh pley, was 

the S lfner build nc, Mr. Salfner having flo rand feed stor~ 

on the Shiple Street end. On the third floor, Mjss M ry Mals~~ey 

r, d s. pr ~ ate sct,ool aro1.r•--r'l 18PO. When the Ford h1iild nr: 

was erected, a P.'l.Inber of f rms ban off" <'es on t:he f rst floor. 

G1lnin an Comnan were there for snMe tlme; wren ~ llsrd De.vis 

felt tr.e time had come to leave :r·s old st n1 on ,econd Street, 

he took over a portion of tl:71s floor, with l:74s son Ellwoo~ in 

charre, altho'r,h re retaine,, the ol,, store for w'b1le. 

A foundry locaten at tre N. E. ~0rner of Or~n~e was used 
r-t i. TI( 

some ye rs ~fterwards as~ hicvcl~lacadernv. On tbe nortI' si1e 

oft e next hlock, n the early ye rs, was .a bl cksmith shop, 

and a marble yard, bit in the early 1900's, Dr. Harris, the 

dent st, built n apartment house, an~ a ~roup of local men 

took over tre h1 s ness of Robert R Banks, one of tre pioneer 
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Ci ties anr'! ri1own 
W lmi nrrton 

ntomoh le men, and erected a fi.ne larg e showroom wbicr ts beinf 

partl~ razed to make way for t:be addjtion to the Nemours huild- · 

ing . On t:be site of the f~l1 ndr.,r, at Orange street, the Y.M.C.A. 
t-rerP 

erecte:i ,1.eir first huilding, moving! from thelr old :borne, n viba.t 

had heen tbe E hett House, on Market street, opposite the Court 

Fouse. 

Along Tent.b Street- f'rom M rket to Tatna:11, were tr." , sual 

supply of snloons. On the s. E. corner of T tnall, on wr ch 

site had been a. livery stable for years, was erected tr4' one

stor~ u 1 10in~ stand~n~ there today. It vs first used as a 

rP-st urRnt, nd was known as the "Globe." What old buildings 

are left along this street are hidden y new fronts. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 



Wm. H. 1 Forbes 
lfovemb~r 28; 1940 

Cities and Towns 
,Nilmington 

TvfO LOCAL BOYS THAT MAD.t, GOOD 

Two Nil.nington boys, after their apprenticeship here, made 

good elsewhere in a big way. William H. Todd is the better 

known, because he kept in closer touch with his native city. 

The family home was in the four hundred block on East Fifth 

Street, and they were communicants of Scott M. E. Church. 

What seemed to urge the young boy to advance in work was the 

effort to ease the burden of the mother and father and a large 

family. The father was handicapped by a 11 club foot, 11 which 

made standing at his work doubly hard. \Vi lliam left the em

ploy of the Pusey and Jones Company, where he had gone to work 

at the age of fourteen, to work as a 11 butcher boyn on the 

Pennsylvania Railroad . Finding no great chance for advancement, 

he went back to the Pusey plant at greatly reduced wages. After 

passing through the different departments of the shipbuilding, 

he entered the employ of the Robbins Ship Repairing Company, of 

Brooklyn. After a stay there of a few years, his emnloyers 

decided to sell the business. Mr . Todd offered to buy, but 

this involved a matter of seven million dollars, not a cent 

of which he had. After listening to Todd's plan, the younger 

Robbins urged that his offer be accepted. 

As an old member of the Reliance Fire Engine Company, he 

always kept in touch with the local firemen, and they often 

went over to Brooklyn as a group , and enjoyed his hospitality. 

The Todd Memorial at Eighteenth Street and Baynard Boulevard, 

erected in memory of his mother, will also keep the story of 
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the poor East side boy fresh in local minds . 

The other local boy was Charles T. Schoen . Born in New 

Castle County, he came to Wilmington at an early age, and worked 

in a plant making steel car snrings. Vb.ile making only twelve 

dollars a week, and with a wife and children to support, he 

gave up his job here, and went to work for a concern in ?hila

deluhia making railroad appliances. At the end of the first 

year, he threatened to quit unless they gave him an interest 

in the firm, which they promotly did. 

Before the age of forty, he conceived the idea of a freight 

car, made from pressed steel. After a few years, the idea was 

adopted for passenger cars as well. At the peak of his business, 

the plant, which was in the vicinity of Pittsburgh, had a cap

acity of three thousand cars every twenty-four hours, and 

employed about forty thousand men . After his retirement for a 

few years, the urge to be busy again resulted in a plant for 

the making of forged steel car wheels. This was such a depart

ure from the old car wheels that the Pennsylvania :-tailroad tested 

some of them at the Altoona shops for a year before adopting the 

idea. 

His home at Rose Valley, near Media , Pennsylvania , was a 

show place in that section. As a young man here he married 

Lavinia North , who as a girl sang in Asbury Church choir. Mr . 

Schoen was related to the numerous family of Martins in this 

city. Through his invention of the pressed steel car, and car 

wheels, as well as other inventions of railroad appliances, 
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Mr. Schoen is given credit for the greatest contribution 

to safety in the annals of American railroads. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 

JI 



Wm. h. 10- "'hea 
October 15, 1940 

TWO WELL KNOWN WILMI NGTON MEN 

Citi es and Towns 
Wilmington 

Those who have been identified with local businms concer,ns 

will remember t he bill collectors for tbe different transporta

tion companies. Harry Graham was first with the Warner Company, 

later on with the Bush Line, and finished his career with the 

Wilson Line, covering a span of about fifty years. Captain 

Taylor, as he was always known, wbo gained his title from serv

ice on Maryland waters, was f or some years collector for the 

Wilson Line. He retired a few years before his death because 

of fai l i ng eyesi6ht. In a spirit of' good fellowship, he joined 

the Men's Club of an Episcopal Church, although he bore all the 

earmarks of an old-time Methodist. One meeting night the discus

sion centered around the best night of the week, for the club's 

meetings, and Mr. Taylor ended the discussion with the remark: 

"Most any nigh t would suit me, except Saturday. That is the 

night when I take my bath." 

Reference: Personal Recolle ctions 



Wm. H. Forbes 
September 18, 1940 

TWO WILMINGTON CITIZENS 

Cities an"l Towns1 

Wilmington 
r 

When the Physic ans and Surgeons' Hospital was laing its 

plans for the campaiITn to raise $750,000 in 1925, Edward R. Pusey 

of the coal and building material firm, was prevailed on to take 

the chairmanship of the men's committee. Mr. Pusey had all his 

plans laid to take a trip to Florida in his power boat, but defer

red the trip at the earnest request of the hospital committee. 

\Vb.en the campaign was concluded after a matter of a month, 

his tboughts a gain turned to the trip. His first choice as a 

sailing companion was Clarence Walker, a local man, who at that 

t me was assoc . ated with the Burden Ice Cream Company in Phila

delphia. His greatest difficulty was that he wanted two weeks fr 

the trip, while his employers would .i;rrant him but one. Mr. Pusey's 

second choice was William G. Taylor, vice president of the Dela

ware Trust Company. 

The start was made, and off tte Carolina coast, an explosion 

and fire too"k place, leavinf no trace of men or boat. A search 

was made in all towns alon.i;r the coast, Governor Buck sending one 

of his aides Major H.B. Van Seiver, to join in the search. The 

belief of those who had sailed with Mr. Pusey was that his .habit 

of storin~ the reserve of gasoline under the deck, where the 

fume~ had little chance to escape, caused the explosion. Mr. 

Puse, ,as survived by a wife, the daughter of the Rev. Paul Isen

schrnidt, for years pastor of Zion Lutheran Church, and a daughter 

Katherine, noted in avjation circles. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 
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~ 1lmi ton 

could not command the talent 11k the larger houses, with 

their higher prices for eats. It wa his purpos to furnish 

a how which any m mber of the family could safely attend, 

and h ould closely watch the new show on Monday afternoon, 

for anything off-color. 

In h1 more prosperous days, Mr. Dockstader built a 

fine home at 1306 rket Street, where h died in December 

1921. The funeral services were conducted by the Rev. R.W. 

Trapnell~ Rector of st. Andrew•a P. E. Church, and the lodge 

of Elks. His wife, Mrs. Emma L. Dockstader, who actively 

hard with him in the management ot the theater, died at 

the NArket Street home May 11, 1931. 

It is hard to speak of Dockstader' Market Street th ater 

with out some mention of the "candy man.• No matter ho in

clement thew ather, nor how late the hour, his cry, "Oandy 

mant" would greet the crowd, as it poured out of the theater. 

Hia white suit was his ntrade mark." At this writing, he 18 

still serving the the ter-going public on Market Street. 

Reference: P rsonal Recollections. 
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tmi. H. Forbes 
September 20, 1940 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

WEST NINTH STREET A HALF CENTURY AGO 

As the years pass, Ninth Street becomes more and more 

of a business street. About 1885, William M. Francis, 

father of Theodore Francis, had a grocery store at the N.E. 

corner of Ninth and Orange, and S.F.Blackiston had one at 

the s.w. corner. David w. Harlan's home was at 207; he 

was for years Superintendent of the Wilmington Public Schools. 

At 210 was the home of Joseph Fullmer, a music teacher; at 

218 lived Abram P. Beecher, the photographer on Market Street, 

below Fourth. On the site of the Goldey College building was 

the Quaker Meeting House, with its yard and trees, a restful 

place. Back of here, at 902 Tatnall, lived Charles Baird, 

the leather manufacturer, and for years President of the Board 

of Public Education. 

Grace M.E. Church has for years looked aovm. on the chang

ing scene. Among the earlier members of note there were 

J. Taylor Gause, Job H~ Jackson, Charles B. Lore, Henry C. 

Conrad, and a host of others. At 506 West Ninth was the home 

of George H. Ash, one of the leading tailors. On the North 

side of the street, in the 600 block, is a row of houses, 

"dubbed" years ago, 0 prison row," no doubt on account of the 

drab appearance of the houses. At 605 was the home of Philip 

H. Wood, the druggist, and a little later on, Herbert H. Ward, 

a struggling young lawyer just from his Vermont home, lived 

in one. 

These side streets, while widely traveled, are not con

sidered good business streets, compared with Market Street. 

(0 'L--
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Many of the people seen there are on their way to or from 

some other point. 

'What has been reconstructed into an apartment house at 

822 Ada.ms was years 8go the Children's Home, now on North 

Market Street. Miss Mary Cro~ch was head matron for som~ 

years. As the row of houses on Ninth Street down to Monroe, 
, 

was not built, that ground was the yard, connected with the 

home. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 
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Wm. H. Forbes 
November 25, 1940 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

EARLY CAB SERVICE IN ~IL:.VlINGTOl 

Before taxicabs made their apnearance on Wilmington streets, 

passengers were conveyed to and from the Depot by horse-drawn 

cabs. This business was controlled by the Wilmington Transfer 

Comnany, which also handled the trunks and luggage. The cabs 

did not differ greatly from the taxis of today. The hansom 

cab, uopular in metropolitan centers, was never adopted here. 

This was a hieh two-wheeled affair, the driver sitting on his 

high seat in the rear; the reins ran over the top of the cab, 

throueh a bracket on the front of the roof. That the driver 

might more readily communicate with his fare, a small trap 

door was in the roof in front of the driver. Two small doors 

closed in front of the passenger, about half-way up, with a 

curtain for the upper half in case of inclement weather. As 

is the case in all two-wheeled vehicles, there was a certain 

amount of jolting experienced. 

This type of cab originated on the Continent, and has dis

appeared with the horse. The cabs rented out by the livery 

concerns for weddings and funerals were drawn by two horses, 

the driver perched on a high seat in front, nearly level with 

the roof of the cab. The old company, now known as the Wilming

ton Baggage Transfer, confines its business to the handling of 

bagpage, the cab service being divided among several different 

taxi companies. 

Reference : Personal Recollections . 
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ti.-re8 da1l.e-hters ~.rls o:' i::efinement ano taste. 

I recall I eroy Sawin who when I vms a small hoy, was learninc his trar1e 

op hlacksmith, at the old Penna. B.~. shops, across the tracks from the denct. 

rT' to · is last da-.rs he reta~nec' that S'"'rine;v walk, which I remember as a bO""T, 

w· en i.--e wonld rustle · . .J.p '"'oDlar Street, to rinner at noon. r,here was ..,8nl"lrrl 

renn who was in the roiler rrakinc 'lff1"1Prtment at the S8me shops, Jater on to 

1r:>lJ. as on 

"'Opular ,onc'l'ctor o" the Tela vare ~ 'D . . anr 

•mother Asr;urr r:an. \11 "lown the 1 -tst were peonle of this t· ....,e, 8.n•l the 

gro~er and ~ru~cjst were known to all, and their stores the c"nters Prr 

er the nAifhborhood. 

1e bo"" s were b•rny 11i th O'Jr ,:_,ames, on the few v2. cant lots, or in the 

streets, r1,, rine; the Sumrner, and with our sleds on the lone hills, when rn~w 

7 ~ ~ on the , round. C ne big cha.,.., named Seth .leas ter '"1ad a bob sled in ke 'J"'Jinr; 

w!th h5s size, and when he woul~ throw 5t fown at the top of the hill, it 

,·,011lc' s ounr 13 1{"e a cl8n of th11nder. The e;irls woul( he bus:- w:'! th t}1 : r <:iol} c,, 

roops anc~ .·,.,cks, nnc i"" a ro""r was seen pla~;5nr; rnch •1ith them, he Wf>S starr,ed 

'l. ,, s ; s s "'tT. II 

e ~ rhrwe~ t~e ~ame 5nterest 5n horses, as the ~07 of torav ~oes 



,_ 

ri,..e harness n~g11t Le rem, a bo1 ,")r < .;rJ }iacl knit, ;h:ich onl"'r l'Aquirer a 

8"1001 w5th a few Dins stvck 5n one f'lnd, aro•md w· ich t'•e l jfferent shades c" 

"rn were twisted, to nome cut in tubular form at the other Fnc of the snool. 

here was much ·rn i tting of' mittens anf socks in thP. home, anc" the r O"'r vas 

rct considered feminine who could knit a ?air of rejns. 

an~ lo s ~rom good ~amilies served papers, ~oth rnorn5nr and ~veninc, 

•··r~ ch Meant he a}.wa. s had a few cents, wh:i ch would pArmi t of such i::ixtra v

"gances as an eveninc at the Ocd rellow' s Hall at ':'h: rd and K~ ne:, '111.ere the 

s~ow woul~ he in {e~~·~~ with t~e admiss~on fee, ~~5ch was Jikel~ ten cents. 

qny want rrom there Rt the ~lose, to sit on r stool at the o~ster ~ar, · n~Pr 

t~ ~stern Tnion rolerra~h Cffice 0 t n~5rf nr -nr~et, ~o r~~er rtsh ca~0s 

r r st rs iri .some ,,t.,.le ... t the 1!all ci ld ,..e E" c' es.:riple nnterta~nl"l'lnt as 

•r 0 n-1-.,,jloq11-ists, rr~ jr<'1ns, 

"Om qn....- o"' t lass 1--101ivers, 

•elJ as 1 our ht. 

1m~h 9.nc ,Jud~ s}1nw9, nnc'I cni;e ~ s renie!Y"1 ered a 

hose "lrr uct coul 1 be vatc'1.ed in the ma't·ne-, as 

:10 • alc.on:, c r alJ.ery the latter cf ten refered to as 11 -nernnt 1eeu€'\n·1 

·,ere fqvct>ite places at the .,..,,qnd ,nera Yo·rne, to watch 1erY1:.an and F 1 7 ar, 

nfold the:1 r Mnti c, Profess or ar holomew with h5 s trr:i i ned horses, r-r t.he 

''a"'i ous mins tre 1 comn::1.nie s :i.n hla ck "'ace. 

hen Sunfay rolled around, ·twas o~served in a quiet way, anf laok~nc 

'•e rad:.o or comics, the boy t,1rned to select read.inc: to wh5le-away the t·>'l'e. 

s 8t~od5.sm was stronr on the .a.st-side, Aslnry, '":cott and St PRuls 1 ·roul0 

'"Ve thA5 r quotas at alJ the serv~ ce s throuchont the rlaJ~, ancl j t vms then the 

f'11mil~rwo·lc' mt on t},e:ir best n 1·i' and tu"vcr," to r-e takl'ln <"'fas soon as 

f' t' r: nrre s ~ t; "t"fl 'n t''0 ~,.!".}"'~, thev Sfl me( 1.,..,. r 1 r\.;t to he 

<Js'st 0 nts er t'te rrr"""t-hAr, ·n t}10 ccnt:r J cc, the c• 1 n,...F>r r,' jlc"ren, a:ri{ "l""l 

f'ten ?.SSU!l 8 R "OSS at·} it·· C • eca 1 s P c\,- · 1cren were thrown m1ch tof 13ther 

'n arres, "r~~tion wculc arise, nd soonAr or ater one ho~ wo1l be r 1 nc5n 

.. he ot',ers coor bell, "no. claj Min[, "",.0•1r , j llie }-.it !le." Cr as a 1 ast rcPC'rt, 



eers n. o . 

if' one , O"'"' s :'? ther wRs 8. pol i cc man , be woulc t· req t ~n the ot'1er ho"'T vr; th, 

"m;, father is a pol i cemnn, he will a r>res-t :,-rou . rr The r)o,r • ,J th a 1--.aL .:ulJ of 

1r1'les , [OOd tops or a kite e:ither horre r18.c'le , or tbe ',ind :rriar"e of co~orecl 

~R~er, roucht Rt the store , felt proud o:' his posess:ons . 

mhe ~0~ ~f he did not live to far away, soon learned to ~ea veather 

rcnhet, nnd r,ould tell when 5t was oine tor in, 1 y the closeness of the 

,.,1"111s anC nff ryuff of thA ene-ines at the cle'JOt on Front Street . 

'T'he east - ::::'cJe harl :tts cl-:Rracters, 0 ome hJnck , sorie !Vh-ite , Rnr, "-; e 

,-),-,ildren ~oul<, c'eli[:ht to te se them. rrhere vas tho old rar man, at •1h01'l 

,e '"'r s wo le -.yell , " (lr, Nee' Kelly, with trie Inr'52 ru ber belly, '' anr 

, .. ce t' e itinerant · re cr8am (ealer , who 1ren tr.e '1--)o, ... s w011Jf as:tr MP' ·1hAt 

e 'jr , w· n l:js rrothf>r J5c!rne' him, .. ·oul( cr,r , •r :r sr:ream. ·1 h.e nf'i[h,.,,or -

, 00d •t~nAfB Jaundr 1 ~an ,cvlr co~ in nor hjs s~are of teas~ns . 'T'hey seer1eC 

to 'lJear no ill wilJ , rrnd when •'ourth cf .:-·ul v r:f:l.roe , woulc r ftfrn ~ i ve the 

ho~s r,re crackers , SUDnosed to come 0Jroct from nhina , and nnce J "B~all 

a full rirc;ed ship , made of fire crackers , roman r.arn,les anr; sky rod::ets , 

which vs·hen the ,..use was 1 · t , wonl<'l [_ o throuch the ship, ""'j ri np ec. ch in 4 ts 

turn . 

rbe sJau hter houses at Fifth and Sixth and Popl ar , were rreat bree 

rlaces for rats , and when the 1ar0e caLe was ful l, woulc'i o~ ther he 1')1a·cec 

~ n a tub o-r water , or set cl own in the rri(c' le o:' the str eet interse c tj on , 

,·li.ile the 'o[s stooc'l aronnd to catch therr. , as the,T were let out one at a 

t{:rie . ~ re ' n·n "S a " qt ... nd tan I torr50r, ·~ c t e "P 11tr->,tion as 8 ?OOO 

-r;:it cat crer . 

t 110 n"'i hr,crh o , anc even some who •rnre not '"'ona - f'ic e rnel"' --ers of the 

rom'1an7r, r-ade them t e1 r hanr out . Poys had thej_r al lei iance to the con,-rinny 

of thej_r heifhborhood , ·vhich tl-iey Wf're willinc to d.e£'enr" , even w:~_th ')lows . 

'Ihe Public Schools were numerous on the .,ast - s:i.c e o~ toV'm , ,12-th 'fo 7 

qt .?i:'th anc Fine, ro 13 close to St fg_r..-'s ';'mrr.b,at flxth rnd .,..ine , 



The ho o the east - sjde fift~ ears a~o . 

0 · at Tb.;rd anc~ nln11t, NC' 5 at Twelth and lalrn1t , and Ho , , , at c:- 0 ,, nth "'n 

sT"~,,~e. r he rovarc'I ,,crocl er Po 1 · , at ,...,11Jelth and C'ranve , ii/as the on:i~ sc11ool 

s t asi(e f'C'r colorec n1.P"': ls . 

If t he boy had a paper route t ' 1 ttl \" t on ne sparse y se ed kes si~e of town, 

he would use the paths across the lots, to serve his scattered customers. 

When it was dark with the paths covered with snow, he would use the ramiliar 

houses as landmarks, to guide him. 

~ome boys had their own routes, which ranked them as business men, 

•'Jhile others sold at random, or served for George Geisendorfer, who had 

over a thousand customers . ~,hen New Years _came, greeting were sold to the 

rews boys, at a small sum, which t~eir customers bought, within their means, 

rl~d to favor those who had served them through the year . 



Wm. H,. Forbes 
June .9, 1941 

Wilmin6 ton Fifty Years Ago 

THE EARLY CITY GOVE NJ.:ENT 

Until the new City Hall was completed in 1916, the depart

ments of the city government wer·e located in the old C~ ty Hall 

at Sixtb and !larket Streets. The jail was in the rear, with a 

yard e.xtendinc to King Street. Wr·en the Hall failed to meet 

the needs of the expanding city, the tax office was removed to 

East Sixth Street, in what is now part of the I5ullin Building . 

The Street and Sewer Department took up quarters in a building 

at the S.W. corner of Sixth and King . The police locker room 

was moved across the area to a building on the present site of 

the Arcadia Theater. 

Some of the officials of that day were Mayors Austin Har-, 

rington, Dr. John P. iales, henry l1i.cLear, and Dr. John C. Fahey. 

J. Frank Ball was Judge of the Municipal Court, followed by 

Philip Q. Churchman and Edwin R. Cochran, Jr. Henry Clay Turner 

a-e City Solicitor was in great demand as a speaker at volunteer 

firemen's gatherine;s . John S. Grobe was Registrar of the Water 

Department. William Y. Swige;ett was Chief of Police. 

In case of fire, the box number would be struck on the 

~ell in the tower of the City Rall , and could be heard over a 

large portion of the city. The volunteer fire companies seemed 

like private clubs, and received little if any financial aid 

from the city. The drivers and firemen of the several companies 

were the only paid members of the company. The Chief and his 

Assistants had bells in their homes to call them to service, 

especially at night. The rank and file were allowed by their 



-2- Wilmington Fifty Years Ago 
The Early City Government 

employers to leave their work, and join their companies at a 

fire. There were more men to a company than now, and as volun

teers, they lacked the discipline of the paid department. Jona

than P. Ayden was for years Superintendent of the Fire and Police 

telegraph systems. Cards were issued showing the location of 

the different boxes throughout the city. Now and then through 

the years Wilmington has experienced w~jor fires. That of the 

so-called Beehive on Orange Street, between Fifth and Sixth, on 

New Year's Eve, 1876 is remembered by the oldsters of today, 

largely for the scene created, since it was a cold snowy night, 

with high wind that carried the sparks over to Niarket Street. 

In the Wilmington Leather Company's fire in the winter of 1920, 

local firemen fought the fire for twenty-six hours. About 1.900, 

the market-house building at the s.w. corner of Eighth and Orange 

was the scene of a large fire, after which the old market disap

peared, and the first floor was divided into stores. 

In the early y~ars men from prominent families were members 

of the different volunteer fire companies, especially in the 

days when the town was small, and the apparatus was drawn by 

ropes. When even a boy could get a handhold on the rope, in 

hauling the apparatus to a fire, he felt he was playing a man's 

part. The latter method disappeared over fifty years ago. James 

C. l,~cComb, son of Henry S. McComb, who worked in his father I s 

tannery at Third and Orange, belonged to the. Friendship Company. 

When an alarm of fire would ring, he would dash from the factory, 

sometimes forgetting to remove his greasy apron. People would 

yell at him, thinking it a great sight for a rich r.i.an 1 s son. he 

enjoyed the company of the men at the firehouse better than that 

// 0 
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found at his father's home, where were gathered many celebri

ties from out of town, drawn by his father's eminence in fi

nancial circles. 

The voluntee·r department was about evenly divided between 

the Combine and Anti-combine factions, and great rivalry existed 

among the two, which at times found expression in underhanded 

methods. At the fire of the James Bradford Company of East Third 

Street, in the winter of 1892, the driver of the Delaware Truck 
• 

drove over the hose of the vvashington ~ngine Company. There bad 

long been bad feeling between these companies. It was a bitter 

cold nigrt, and the water froze on any object it touched. There 

would also be keen rivalry to get hooked up with the nearest 

fire plug, which at tirres interfered with the fire fiGhting. 

The Police Department was under the direct control of the 

Mayor and Chief of Police. The policeman, dressed in a frock 

coat, his headdress a helmet, with a brass knob on top, covered 

his beat on foot. He carried a club, with loop and tassel to 

hang on his arm when not in use. He might use it at times to 

rap on the curb for help when he had an unruly prisoner. Police 

booths, with call box on the inside of the door, were placed at 

points throughout the city, where the prisoner might be locked 

up while awaiting the police patrol. 

11 Red Letter Days" stand out in the annals of the department. 

On ~/'.arch 23, 1910, a man from the South, on his way to a New 

York hospital for treatment, becoming incensed at the colored 

porter, shot him dead, and later on, the Pullman conductor. After 

exchanging shots with the police when the train arr:tved here, he 

was at last cornered in the end of the car, and given thecoup-de-

II I 
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grace, dyine on the way to the hospital. 

Another active day for the police, was eptember 28, 1913, 

in what was lmown as the "Battle of Baxter's Corner." Bomer 

Wiggins, an escaped convict from the Eastern Penitentiary, had 

robbed the office of tbe local street railway company at .Delaware 

Avenue and du Pont. He bad taken lodgings on one of the upper 

floors of the building at the s.w. corner of Fourth and Shipley. 

From the window he exchanged shots with the police deployed about 

the intersection. He finally shot himself with his own revolver, 

killing himself i~.mediately. At another date, word reached the 

police that robbers were about to rifle the office of the Clover 

Dairy, at the N.E. cor:ner of Twelfth and Orange. With the police 

nicely arranged inside and out the building, some officer made a 

misstep, and the rob~ers were scared off, 



J. F. Pote 
March 17, 1939 

Second Street Market. 

Di ti es and Tovms 
,ivilinington 

"To All People to Jhom these presents shall come I Elenor 

Menzies of the Borougfi of Wilmington in the County of New Castle 

upon Delaware widow only ~hild and Heir of Thomas Willing late of 

the Borough and County aforesaid Cooper deceased, Send Greeting 

Whereas the sd Thomas Willing and Catherine his wife by their 

Conveyance or Instrument in writing duly Executed under their Hands 

and Seals Granted and conveyed unto Samuel Scott, Joseph Way, Thomas 

Tatnall, Simon Edgell & David French, a certain Lot or piece of land, 

Situate in the Borough of Wilmington then called Willingtown & 

called the Market Square being thirty feet front on Market Street., 

and Sixty feet front on Second street, for the use of a Publick 

Market place, under the yearly Ground rent of one Shilling currency 

Pr Annum continually payable to the said Thomas Willing his heirs and 

assigns forever: as by the said conveyance bearing date the first 

day of June in the year of our Lord one thousand Seven Hundred and 

thirty Six and now delivered up to me appears. And ~nereas the 

said Samuel Scott, Joseph Way, 1.rhomas Tatnall, Simon Edgell., & David 

French, are all deceased, ~ow Know Ye that I the said Elenor Minzies 

for and in consideration of the sum of Two Pounds Sixteen Shillings 

current money of this Government to me in hand paid or secured to be 

paid by Calib Way, and Thomas Shipley of the Borough & County afsd 

& also the better to enable them the said Calib Way & Thomas Shipley 

to lay out a more convenient Lott for the said Market Place and to 

extend the same from Market Street to King Streettt .....••• nDated 
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the fourteenth day of the Tenth Month in the year of our Lord 

One thousand Seven Hundred and seventy one.u 

In the presence of us Elenor Minzies 
Nicholas Way Jno Stapler. 

Recorder of Deeds X-3-25. 

114-



Wm. H. Forbes 
February 19, 1941 

SOME EARLY READING 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

Sqme years ago George Barr McCutcheon, author of Graustark, 

contributed an article to one of the magazines entitled "Books 

Were Men Once," meaning tha~ books were written around the epi

sodes in men•s lives. The works of two English authors that ap

peared around 1894 to some extent refute that idea. One of them, 

Arthur Conan Doyle, was the originator of the famous detective 

Sherlock Holmes, who, along with his friend and collaborator, 

Dr. Watson of Harley Street, London, solved many of the problems 

of theft, murder, and suicide that were presented to them. 

Holmes at times made some novel deductions. He would de

cide how long a man stood in one place by the amount of ashes 

on the ground flicked from his cigar or cigarette. If the pads 

of one of his visitor's fingers were flat, he would deduce that 

the party played the piano or organ. The works of Conan Doyle 

and H. G. Wells appeared at the same time in the Harper's Weekly 

of 1894, and both had a large following among the reading public. 

Conan Doyle's detective stories, a complete story in each issue, 

were soon followed by several full length novels, among which were 

The Hound of the Baskervilles and A Study in Scarlet. The de

mand became so great for the Holmes stories that their chief 

character became sort of anemesis, and Doyle was compelled to 

destroy him by having him shoved over a cliff. The author said 

afterwards that if he had not killed Holmes, the detective would 

have killed him, Doyle, from overwork. 



--2- Ci ties and Towns It{ 
Wilmington 

The work of the other author, Herbert G. Wells, was of 

another type. He dealt~ with the visions of things to come. 

In his When the Sleeper Wakes, and The Shape of Things to 

~, he pictured things of the future which at that time seemed 

like figments of the imagination, such as flying through the air, 

and great metal frameworks of buildings, with men crawling around. 

In the years since then, many of his prophecies have come true. 

Conan Doyle has been dead for some years, and before his death 

turned his thoughts to the realm of mysticism, along with that 

other Englishman, Sir Oliver Lodge, of a kindred mind. 

H. G. Wells is living at this time, and in the years since 

those early works has been a prolific writer. W~o knows but 

what he may be scheming to write another book on England at war, 

as he did in the first World War in Mr. Brittling Sees It Through. 

This one would be more interesting than the last, for the war of 

today has been brought home to the "tight little island." 

Ships That Pass in the Night, by Beatrice Harraden, was 

another book of that time which held the attention of the read

ing public. It was a story of English family life which centered 

largely around a disagreeable old father. There was both an 

English and American edition. The output of current novels was 

not as gi,eat then as today, and when a "best seller" did appear, 

it was in great demand. People's attention in those days was 

centered more on the works of Sir Walter Scott, Charles Dickens, 

William M. Thackeray, and the other early writers. Their works 

held a prominent place in the library of the home, many of them 

in costly binµings. Even if these latter books were not exten

sively read in the home, their mere presence gave the library a 
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more intellectual atmosphere. 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

About 1898, General Lew Wallace's Ben Hur made its appear

ance, and two years later it was dram4tized. Staged at the 

Chestnut Street Opera House in Philadelphia in 1900, there was 

talk of bringing it to the Grand Opera House in Wilmington, the 

stage of which would have been well suited for such an elaborate 

production, as it was one of the largest in the country at that 

time. Ben Hur carried eight carloads of scenery, including the 

horses for the chariot race. The cost of tearing up the stage 

floor to insert the thread.mills for the chariot race, as well as 

the cost of moving the production here for a short stay, was 

prohibitive, and the idea was abandoned. 

The prologue was impressive, showing the gathering of the 

"Wise Men" in the desert. It was a rule of the house that none 

should take seats until it was concluded. The horses on the 

thread.mills were apparently going at a terrific speed, the il

lusion furnished by the rear scenery, showing the grandstands 

filled with cheering people, while the scenery was run on per

pendicular rollers. 

Another stage play that Wilmington people were privileged 

to see by going to Philadelphia was the Wanderer, staged in 

1925 by Morris Gest, son-in-law of that master of stage craft, 

David Balasco. It showed at the Grand Opera House at Broad and 

Columbia Avenue. It was based on the Biblical story of the 

Prodigal Son, the prologue showing the son as a shepherd, bring

ing the sheep and goats down through the hills toward home at 

eventide. 

The story was told at that time that these animals were 
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trained at Mr. Belasco•s estate on Long Island# by the simple 

expedient of the shepherd having a bunch o~ carrots hung under

neath his tunic. The understanding was that when the company 

was disbanded these animals were to go back to the Belasco 

estate to live the balance of their lives in luxury. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 
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Unincorporated places. 

County Name of Place Population 1930 

Kent Lebanon 101 

Rising Sun 50 

New Castle Ceders 250 

1v.ar shall ton 345 

Stanton 98 

Wooddale 50 

Yorklyn 195 

Sussex Lincoln City 203 
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Kenneth A. Horner 
, October 7, 1936 

TAXATION 

Government 

1he people of Wilmington have endured fOT years an 

obsolete taxation system that is decidedly inequitable, and which 
I 

has been a matter of concern to many of its citizens. Of late 

some progress has been made toward correcting the inequalities, 

yet either because of a lack of understanding of the fundamental 

pr nciples of taxation, or because of a desire to follow an es

tablished precedent the city continues its present antiquated 

system, which burdens the owvner of real estate unjustly and ex

cludes from taxation the income of many individuals who, ju5tly, 
I 

should pay af larger porti;n of the city's expenses. 

It might be observed that Wilmington is a municipality 

existing by an~with the consent of the State of Delaware. As such, 

the State has a prior right to tax its citizens and the city must 

secure its income from sources not already taxed by the State. 

As a part of three separate taxing divisions - the city, county 
k. 

of Hev, Castle and the State - its citizens are compelled to con-

tribute to the support of all three divisions, and the total taxes 

are unnecessarily high. 

The principal revenue of the State, other than franchise 

taxes which are paid largely by corporations, both within and 

without the State, is received from the income taxes, from the 

taxes on gasoline, and through liquor, mercantile and automobile 

licenses. The income of the County is received from taxes on 

real eatate, and during the years 1935 and 1936, from an addition

al State income tax. The revenue of the city is derived prin-
j 

cipally from taxes on real estate, from water rents, and from 

licenses on business, on the professions and on manufacturers. 

In the year 1934, 79.4 per cent of the city's revenue was secured 
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from taxes on real estate and 20.6 per cent froM other sources. 

In the s e year the average of 94 other cities in the nation 

with a population of 100,000 or more was 66.2 per cent from real 

estate and 38.8 per cent from other sources. 

Efforts to reduce the taxes on real estate in the city 

have been partly successful, while such efforts in the County have 

met with almost unprecedented success. In 1924 the rate on county 

taxes which had reached th~ sum of ~1.50 on the hundred dollars 

of assessed valuation vms reduced to $1 .35. Since that time, due 

to tr'lnsferring some of the expenses of the county to State Depart

ments, and providin new forms of taxation, the rate has been 

steadily reduced until in 1936, it was set at 35i on the hundred 

dollars. The reductions were made possible through the enactment 

of a State i11come tax, the proceeds of which .re used for school 

purposes, by incrensing the State rasoline tax rate, the proceeds 

of ·which are used for hirhway ancl road purposes and by an extra

ordinary increase in the V!l.luqtion of county property due largely 

to the desire on the part of the urban population to move into 

the suburbs and country. 

City and school taxes in iilmin0ton were also under fire 

and in 1929 the tax was reduced from fil.9O on the hundred dollars 

to Cl.8O. In 1933 it was reduced to ~il.65 and in 1935 to (i;l.6O. 

These latest reductions ,vere made possible partly 

throurh various covernment activities, such as PVvA, VlPA, 8.nd HOLC • 
. 

The first organization erected schools and highways and furnished 

funds to pay labor, in addition to makinr, outright Grants. The 

second furnished larr,e sums to the city for road building, park 

improvements, harbor enlargements, and other activities. The 

third, the HOLC, throur.h the refinancinr-; of mortcaces on real 

t)f 
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estate in the city and county paid into the city treasury the sum 

of :~~106, 701.82 as taxes on real estate, and into the county treas

ury the sum of ~~99, 972 .83. While these sums v1ould, in all pro

babil ty, have been paid in time, the enrichment of the tv/0 treas

uries by such smns improved the financial condition of both to a 

considerable extent. The man thousands of dollars in improvements 

by the PWA and the VJPA, likewise aided in reducing expenses con

siderably. 

The County of New Castle is now able to show a balance 

sheet, that compares favorably with that of most counties of the 

nation. Its tax rate is exceptionally low. It has a bonded in

debtedness of only ~)4, 104,000 .oo and adequate funds have been in 

its treasury for years. The bonded indebtedness of the city, 

$13,550,650, is rather oppresive since it requires 38 per cent of 

the tax payers dollar for interest chart'es and amortization. This 

however is much below that of many other comr.runities of similar 

size. 

While the situation respecting real estate taxation has 

shovm decjded improvement, the city and State still impose taxes 

upon its merchants, business and professional men that are entire

ly out of reason and which are in many instances almost confis

catory. Of the license tax, a conm1ission investigating the gov

ernment of the State in 1920,said, 

"Such a tax should arouse resentment. It violates all 

the fundamental pr nciples of taxation. Taxes should be fair 

and equitable. They should be levied upon wealth and not upon 

opportunity. The license tax is a violation of this fundamental 

principle. It is not a tax upon weal th but a tax upon opportunity 

to create wealth. It is a relic of feudalism when the lords and 
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barons made their subjects pay a tax for the privilege of earning 

a livelihood.n 

The report recommended the abolition of license taxes 

and urged taxatio~ upon intangible property, such as money in the 

bank, stocks and bonds, mort[ages, etc., stating, "There can be 

no defense of that system which permits one man to keep ~;20,000. 

in the bank free of all State taxes, while his nei[hbor who truces 

$20,000. and invests it in land or property is immediately penalized 

by being compelled to pay a tax. In other States, taxes are levied 

against such wealth as money in the bank, securities, nortgares, 

etc. In other States the taxes raised from this source constitute 

from 15 to 25 per cent of the total taxes." 

Almost half of the income of the citizens of Delaware 

comes from sources that escape State taxation. The annual report 

of the State Tax Commissioner for 1935 shows a total income of the 

citizens of J64,883,585.54. Of this amount 22 millions were 

received as dividends, 5 millions as capital gains on stocks and 

bonds, and 3 1/2 millions as interest. The exact figures total 

$30,723,698.96 beine; 47% of the total. With the exception of the 

State Income tax, 'which is used for school purposes, none of this 

income is taxed. 

Despite the commission's report nothing has been done 

to reduce the amount of taxation on merchants, business and pro

fessional men. Instead, at the 1935 session of the Legislature, 
1t. « <" the Covernor recommended that such taxes be p.as~ed upon other 

small business and professional men, who might be escaping them. 

Such a law was passed. 

The State taxes manufacturers the sum of $5.00 and 1/40th 

of 1 per cent of the aggregate gross receipts received during the 

year last past. Exemptions are made to producers of steam, gas, 
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or electrj_c~ tv nd producers of farm products. 

l'.ierchants are taxed the su:m of $5.00 and one tenth of 

one per cent of the a ggre gate cost of all merchandise purchased 

for sale during the year last pa.st. Exemptions are allowed to 

merchants on the first $ 5,000. of goods purchased. 

Taxes imposed upon business and professional men include 

such occupations as circus exhibitors (~500.00, amusement park 

operators ,; 250.00, advertising a gency fj25.00; Barbers ',5.00 for 

one chair, and ~~1.00 for each additional chair, bottlers ~~25.00; 

contractors J 25.00; eating house keeper $10.00; hairdresser, $5.00 

for two chairs, $1.00 for each additional chair, but not to ex

ceed $10.00. Junk dealers, laundry operators, photo graphers, sea

food dealers, and others are included in the list. 

Architects, attorneys and other professional men are 

taxed at the rate of 910.00 annually for the State and 50 cents 

for the county. 

The City of Wilmington also imposes similar license 

taxes upon practically all business firms. Under ordinances 

passed by "The Council" in 1920, such taxes as the following were 

imposed: 

For sell inf flour and feed at retail ~pl0 .oo, 
wholesale ~25.00. 
For selling sporting goods, ~15.00 
For selling butter and e ggs ~10.00 
For conducting a millinery store, $10.00 
For conductinr; a delicatessen storei, ~)10.00 
For conducting a department store, ri5o.oo, etc. etc. 

In the same year the Council passed an ordinance im-

posing ta..,"'\:es on manufacturers of practically every kind. These 

license taxes range from ~25.00 to :;,:il00.00 annually. 

Previously the Council had imposed license taxes upon 

attorneys, physicians, dentists, druggists, boot black stands, 

barbers and others, ranginf" from ~5.00 for a cobbler to ~)50.00 

for a broker. 
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Individuals or companies engaged in almost every other 

kind of business not mentioned in the preceeding and succeeding 

ordinancei, such as pointing contractors, lumber merchants, plumbers, 

cleanin~ and dyein establishments, operating a fruit stand, were 

taxed from ~;5.00 to $50.00 per annum. 

There are no State or city taxes on personal property, 

income of corporations, checking or savings accounts, earnings of 

industry, stock dividends, corporation, or mortgage loans. 

Most firms and individuals who pay license fees use 

automobiles or trucks. They pay a tax of 4 cents per ~allon on 

rasoline to the State and l cent per gallon to the Government. 

This is a heavy expense and gives the chain store and the cash

and-carry outlets an· advantage that the independent business man 

who "delivers" finds difficult to overcome. 

For example, an independent wholesale grocer in Wilminp

ton, in 1936, paid a State License tax of-~740.17 and a city 

license tax of ~p50.00; The firm pays approximately $200.00 per 

y~ar for State Gasoline Taxes. 

c A wholesale conmiission house paid a State tax of ~131.46 

and a cjty license fee of $15.00~ Its gasoline ta..~ is severe, as 

the firm uses its trucks to bring produce from the country and 

adjacent cities. In 1935 this tax amounted to approximately ~800. 

CITY AND COUNTY RECEIPTS 

For the year ending June 30, 1936, the county received 

from taxes and miscellaneous income a total of ~;l.,432.,708.84 

' . disbursing durlnr; the year the sun of ~i>l,552,068.28., leaving a 

balance on hand of $431,747.12. The principal item of receipts 

was that of county and poor taxes on real estate, amountin5 to 
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$1,156,583.90, a capitation tax of $6,135.00 and miscellaneous 

receipts of $269,989.94. These latter consisted of payments 

made into various departments such as Clerk of Orphans Court, 

Register in Chancery, Recorder of Deeds, Prothonotary, inspection 

fees, etc. 

The city of Wilmincton received for the year ending 

June 30, 1936;-
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r•-i tj es a-m..d/1: ff[}·. , 
W·" lmin~ton 

WILifiNGTON IN ThE WORLD WAR YEARS 

A~t v·· ties in Vilmi nr;ton durj nr tr F; first Vh-rlr "'iar, especi

all~ after America entered the conflict, we"E duplicated in dozens 

of corrJTiun tjes. The c nteen located in the hasement o~ the rst 

Pre hyter · !m Cr•Jrch, on Market street, re tween Ninth ana. Tenth, 

was a busy place. Word would be releyed there that a troon train, 

probably on 1 ts wav to sorre port to emhark tl,e men for oversea 

serv ce, w~s d.ufl st one of t.l:e stations, "nd souu, sandw"'rres, 

ciNRrettes, chocol~te hars, etc . would he prepared . Teletihones 

would be busy call"nr thnse doins duty st tre tr~i~s: no matter 

trie time of da or ni F:bt, will· nN llanrn were founrl to do the work. 

Wo;nen, wlen they founrl an idle moment, woulr! trke up treir 

knittir , eit:ber in public or private plsces. A scene s remem

bered of a platoon of "rookies" lined 1 pin front of t:ne Public 

BuiL.Un& at Tenth nd Kin[~. A Deputy Judge of t:ne Municipal Co, rt 

left tie bench, fter ad;ournrnent of Co, rt, and tonk r s 1Jl ce 4 n 

line, re~dY to se,.-,n. Tre term 11 fift col·mn·s II snot re:riembered 

n the first World W r, hnt a caref11l W8.tcr was kent at all str tPf'

ic p~1nts . An one rav1nry ~1siness on the wnter front, ~as re~uired 

to haue a uass, witll small oroto attacned. 

Everr State developed its Council of Natjonal Defense, usually 

readed by the Governor . At r lly held b the Delaware Council ~t 

the Pl yl1ouse, Governor Townsend called fro!11 the win,,.s hj s Secre

tm:y ')f Stste, Everett Johnson, of Newnrk,who made one of ri s char

soteristic speeches. Before ()Ur entrance nto the war, men fresh 

from the conflict abror,d were to1lring the country, hrina; n(J' the 

scenes to the people hy word of mouth. A parade of those en-a~ed 

14) 
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in defense work, siicl as munition Bnd st~ ) rl'lrl°i workers, wa.s lso 

heJd . Perre ~1 Pont, wro at that time was Jresident of tre 

Di Pont CoMo-ny, w~s one of the leaders of the pa~aae. 

f •e various Red Cross dr ves added to the call to serve; 11 

of them went "over tre ton." At e. r:,i}l-v of Red Cross workers, rel"i. 

n the d ni.n..,. room of tbe hotel, Newton D. Baker, Secretar of War 

~ddressed tre assembl ~e . A oua.ntjty of wool was auctioned off, 

trie proceeds going to the fund. All tre initistr ~s were or ·i:m; -

ze, w·th one oft e for~e bandlinc su~rcriptions in~ s lant. 

When the Stars and Stripes would be shown on tbe screen, na 

tle Nat·onal Antre~ 1 :red by ~re orche~tra, peonle wouln stand, 

some a. little hes tant at firs. , looldnr: around to see. if otriers 

were of the same mind. One local man wro ,rent to Fr~nce, . nd 

served jn more tran one capari.ty, Wee S Dr. Will_. -.Y'l c. Soe~kmim, the 

dentist. A ded here by his w fe who was a native of Fr.a.nee, he 

was able to rel ~ to the people here the needs of both the army 

and civilians. 

War me.y r.e wha.t Sherme.n said of it, but it has another side. 

To tre st-y-at-bome, t offerec the chance for another kind of 

service, e.rousinb a sJft'it of pctriotisr:1 that lies dorme.nt d r ng 

the years of peace . 

The eftermatr of the war meant for tre emnloyer merchandise 

at prices never since attaj_ned; for the employee, the end of 1'5..F.P 

wages. Some of the latter were wise enough to save; others spent 

it in riotous living. Many stories 9-re told by city merchants of 

the demand for ten dollar silk shirts and other extrava >ances . 

Men who worked in ·the shinyards, esr.;ecisll at night, testified 

, 
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.Pterwards, that they woulr, spend part of tne time asleeu n 

the b0ld of the vessel. '111" lr· i:,rnrlovers were not t'be losers, 

0.s trey receive co~t, pl 1s ten percent, on all r;ovcrrunent 

work. 

Reference : Personal Recollections. 
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WILMINGTON IN TEE WORLD WAR DAYS 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

During the first World War, the efforts of the Du Pont 

Company to meet not only the demands of foreign governments 

for powder, but at the same time extend their facilities, 

brought men from all over the country. The office building 

was also used to its full capacity. The engineering depart

ment under Major W. G. Ramsay worked night and day. The office 

building, whi ch is well guarded on all floors in nonnal times, 

was doubly guarded. 

A story is told of a minor executive of the company who 

had returned from South America, on company business. A small 

swarthy man, made more so by his sojourn in the south, he was 

found hunting for Mr. Pierre du Pont, at that time president 

of the company. The guards were notified, and there was a 

great scurrying around to find this mysterious man. Major 

Richard Sylvester, former chief of the Washington D.C. police 

force, was in conmJ.and of the company police force throughout 

the country. 

Numerous stories were told by those working at Carney's 

Point of time bombs being found on ships loading powder for 

foreign governments. About six o'clock one winter night in 

1915, a pile of powder there flared and lit up the whole sky. 

The atmosphere being heavy, the light held in the sky for some 

time, causing some apprehension among the people. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 
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WILMINGTON I NDUSTRIES OF FIFTY YEARS AGO 

Concerns which today are of lesser importance, offered 

employment fifty years ago to thousands of artisans. The 

Harlan and Hollingsworth Plant and the Jackson and Sharp 

Company are two whose product then would greet the traveler 

in all parts of the country. On a trip to northern New 

England years ago, when the Boston train reached Jersey City, 

it would be placed on the Steamer Maryland, used in Civil Na.r 

days to transport troops, and the train then ferried around 

the city and under Brooklyn Bridge, and put ashore at the 

Harlem River. Look in the engine room, and there was the 

name plate of the Harlan Company on the engine. The name of 

the Jackson and Sharp Company would be found in the end of the 

cars that took one to northern Maine. The same might be true, 

no matter in what direction one traveled. This made one feel 

that he came from no mean city. 

Before the first World War, one leather concern sent its 

product, which was all-black leather, into all parts of the 

world. Most of the larger leather firms also send a portion 

of their product abroad. Today, new vast enterprises have 

sprung up to take the place of the old concerns whose names 

were household words in many local homes. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 



Wm. H. Forbes 
July 12, 1940 

OLD ELECTION DAYS 

a 

Ci ties and Towns 
Wilmington 

During the Garfield campaign of 1880, a riot occurred at 

Ninth and French Streets, Wilmington. A Democratic parade 

passing through this Negro section, ran into trouble, the 

fight continuing well into the night. In the morning, the 

street was strewn with bricks and other missiles. 

The story was told by a man who was in the parade (along 

with his brother) whose father kept the hotel at Ninth and 

Shipley Streets at that time,that when the fight started, he 

made tracks for the hotel. Some one was back of him, running 

just as hard. When he finally reached the lobby of the hotel, 

he looked around, to find his pursuer his brother, with the 

same objective of safety in view. 

Any election precinct, where the Democrats and Negroes 

both predominated, there was sure to be a fight before the 

polls closed. One uptown polling booth, noted in that respect, 

was at the corner of Tenth and. Orange Streets. Often people 

riding by on the old horse cars on election day would have to 

lie down on the floor to escape the flying bricks. It seems 

the two groups get along better today, possibly because the 

Negroes' loyalty to the Republican party doesn't run as deeu 

as formerly, the opposition having wooed many of them from their 

for~er allegiance. 

Personal Recollections. 
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~From the head of .,...lk river, where shallops may come 

froM the upper part of Chesapee.k bay, in Maryland, the portage 

is twelve miles to Christeen bridge, in Newcastle county; 

from which place Christeen creek is navigable, by the south 

side of Wilmip._g!on, to Delaware river; and is capab·le of sea 

vessels of above one hundred tons burden several miles above 

Wilmington; a little below which place before it enters the 

Delaware, it is joined by the Brandywine; a creek, which has its 

course on the north side of Wilmington, distant about a mile from 

Christeen, e.nd extends into the interior parts of Chester county, 

in PePnsylvania. This creek is not navigable above the rocks, or 

falls, two or three miles distant from its mouth, and nearly 

opposite to Wilm5ngton, where it has a good bridge over it, on 

the road to Philadel hia, distant about twenty-seven miles; 

but this stream is not the less useful, in this corn country, 

for the many excellent grist mills, situated upon the sides of 

it, especially near Wilmington, called the Brandywine mills; 

where the tide, with convenient shipping, come up to the very 

doors of divers of them. 

This creek and that of Wissahiccon, which runs into 

Sculkil, a little above Philadelphia, are noted for the best, 

and most numerous grist mills, either in this province, or any 

other part of British America, within the same extent of country; 

and which, perhaps, are not inferior in quality to any in the 

?Or d • u 
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"Wilm:ington, in Newcastle county, which anoears to be 

no older than about thirty or forty years (anno 1772) is now 

next to Philadelphia, in trade and populousness, on or near the 

Delaware; and in late years, has far exceeded Newcastle, wbich 

has long seemingly been on the decline, though the courts &c. are 

still held at the latter place; from wi·ich it is only six miles 

distant, northward, and about twenty-eight south west from 

Philadelphia. It is situated on an elevated and hilly declivity, 

descending to Christeen creek; which so far, at least, is navigable 

for vessels of two hundred tons burden, and runs into the Delaware 

at a small distance; from whence, to a spectator, passing on the 

said river, this town, by reason of its particular and elevated 

situation, exhibits a pleasant appearance." 

Note: Wilmington was first laid out, for a town, and settled 
principally by the Quakers, B·c. of whom, in the ye q_r 1738, 
find, William Shipley, Joshua Way, Thomas West, David Ferris, 
Jose-oh T-tews, Edward 1I1atnal, and . others, had a religious meeting 
fixed here. MS. 

The large numbers of Europeans, which have flocked into 
Pennsylvania, who had been used to towns, especially from 
Germany, seem to have been one cause of' so many considerable 
towns suddenly starting up in this province of late years; but 
they are less adapted to agricultural employment, thari to that 
of manufacturing; hence they generally here either soon decline, or 
cease to increase; except upon navigable waters; and supported 
by foreign trade, or manufacturjng, &c. 
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THE HOME OF FIFTY YEARS AGO 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

The children of fifty years ago were supposed to be 

seen and not heard. If any confidential matter was dis

cussed in their presence, you were caustioned with the 

remark: "Little pitchers have big ears." Or maybe, to 

conceal the meaning, "Hog Latin," a distortion of words, 

would be used. The switch, or some equivalent, was used 

both in the home, and in school. The phrase, "Spare the 

rod and spoil the child," was translated literally. The 

noon meal was termed dinner, and the evening one supper. 

The table was ladened with good wholesome food, corn pone 

or "Johnny bread," corn starch pudding, home made preserves, 

and the old standby--pies. Brown sugar was used whenever 

possible, as white sugar had not attained its present status, 

and was expensive. Much of the food was procured from the gro

cery store, and was wrapped in brown paper, made of straw, 

sulphite, rosin and water. The manila and kraft papers 1n 

common useto4ay were scarce and expensive. Salads played 

little part at the family table. The minister would likely 

be invited for a meal at least once a year, and the children 

were given a special course, in behavior. 

The mothers and fathers of that day often had a more 

serious childhood than their own children, and had little 

sympathy with their devoting too much time to play, and 

needlessly wearing out their clothes and shoes. There were 
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no playgrounds, and the children played 1n the streets, or 

on vacant lots, of which there were more in the city than 

today. Sunday was a trying day for the young, as there 

were no comics nor radio, and outside of church and Sunday 

School, they were supposed to read good books, such as 

Swiss Family Robinson, Robinson Crusoe, Stanley 1n Africa, 

or even Peck's Bad Boy. Any lower order of reading was 

done by stealth. 

Even the styles in dogs change, and the varities multi

ply. Years ago the "Pug Dog" was popular among the smaller 

species, and the mastiff, St. Bernard, and Great Dane among 

the larger ones, along with the different breeds of hunting 

dogs. There were no kennel shows held to improve the breeds, 

and encourage their ownership. If a man had puppies to sell, 

the demand might be so poor tbat he would likely give them 

away to a relative or friend. The Dalmatian or spotted coach 

dog, because of his fondness for horses, would be found in 

evidence around the fire engine houses, and joined the men 

and apparatus in a run to the fire. 

If one had a telephone in the home (and they were scarce 

in those days), one would likely be imposed upon by the neigh

bors, and often find them more of a nuisance than advantage. 

The long box which contained some of the equipment found today 

in the central exchange hung on the wall, and the connection 

was made with central by turiing a small crank on the side. 

The service would be considered slow by today's standards, 

but was in keeping with the tempo of those days. 

In the early 1900'a the Delmarvia Telephone Company, 
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of which a local man, Thomas MoCorkle was the head, entered 

the field, and introduced two innovations. They provided 

the first dial phone, and offered the facilities of a public 

phonograph. All that was necessary was to phone the exchange, 

and a connection would be made with a small machine in the 

home, independent of the telephone. The added expense of two 

telephones in the home, or place of business, retarded the 

growth of the new company, and they were eventually absorbed 

by the Bell System. 

The almanac was a necessary adjunct of the home, and was 

generally supplied by the druggist. It contained information 

regarding the weather and the movement of the moon and sun, 

and the calendar for the year, as well as recipes for home 

remedies for the sick. The advertisements it held are rem

inicent of a day when the family resorted to home remedies to 

cure the minor ills. For a cold, to soak the feet in hot mus

tard water, and to place a mustard poultice on the chest, with 

nitre to curb the fever, were considered sufficient. The doctor 

was called in only in the most urgent cases. His fee at that 

time was half what it is now. 

The boy of the family during his school years, would be 

apt to serve papers, or find work during the summer vacation 

in a store or industrial plant. Two or three dollars a week 

was the most he could expect. Money was scarce in the family, 

and it gave him a feeling of independence to have some of his 

own. The young girl of the family would not fare as well, as 

there were few opportunities for her to find remunerative em

ployment at her age. 
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The apprentice system, whereby a boy was indentured to 

a firm for a period of three or four years to learn a trade, 

is now largely controlled by the labor unions. The boy would 

start with a small weekly wage, which was increased at stated 

times, and the interests of both parties safeguarded by a con

tract. When his term of apprenticeship was ended, he became 

a journeyman, and received wages accordingly. This system 

was prevalent in England in the early years, the boy often 

living in the family of the man to whom he was apprenticed. 

If he ran away, he could have him brought back to finish hia 

course, the status being somewhat of a chattel. 

Red flannel underwear was in common use, especially among 
not 

men who worked in extreme heat. It was noted/alone for its 

warmth, but for its ability to absorb perspiration. It also 

bad qualities which caused its use to bind around the neck in 

case of sore throat. Herbs were also used to make teas for 

different ailments. Many of these old-fashioned remedies are 

laughed at today, but the city people of fifty years ago, es

pecially among the older generation, were of country origin, 

and were compelled to fend for themselves in case of sickness. 

The country doctor covered a wide territory, often under adverse 

circumstances. Even in the city the telephone was not in gen

eral use, and if the doctor was needed, it might be a question 

of going to his office to notify him of a home call. 

The first type of phonograph in the home, was a sme.11 

affair, with a cylinder record, resembling those used in offices 

today for recording dictation. Music was interspersed with 

comic anecdotes. "Cal" Turner is one remembered who played the 
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"hayseed," and told funny stories of his experiences in the 

city. Fifty years ago, instead of numerous dealers in the 

city, an agent would control the sale in the whole Penin

sula. He would carry some blank cylinders, on which one 

could sing or talk, and it was more of a novelty than would 

be the case today. A horn or ear phones were attached to the 

instrument, the better to hear. 

The apartment house was not in evidence fifty years ago. 

About 1900 General J. Parke Postles, the leather manufacturer, 

built the Park, at 835 Jefferson Street, to be followed later 

by the Grantley, Marion, and Wilmington and Brandywine• This 

was following the .trend in other cities. The mode of living 

gave rise to the funeral parlors, which afforded a more con

venient method of burying the dead. George Ward built an apart

ment house on Tenth Street, opposite Shipley Street, on part 

of the present site of the Du Pont building. It contained 

the first automatic elevator in the city. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 
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The customs of e. c ty change., and new g nerations com-

ing a ong take it r granted that thi .. gs have always been 

done the srune way. 1,1ft r years ago., there were P.ry ew 

me.e:,o.zi es., and they were most 'J high-priced, such as Har

per's, cri".., e1"s, t an ic •o .. l_1ly., Scien ific Ameri a.n., 

etc. Some o those c.;1.:.1e hr ugh th'3 mail , direct rom the 

publishers; hers we1·e supplied by s·.ibs rip i ns f ~om such 

fir1:1s as .s. Le Butler·, a s e.'vioner on 1arket Stre t., be-

tween Third and .c our th. ruc.s speed aroun tovm · da ~ -

iv r ng .. llade pllci an rew Yr p pers to stores and 

corner st~nds, bu· Jears ago, boys de ivering ·heee pa-

pers were co pcl ed ·o ~ t the Fennsy van:a Statlcn, o 

recei e their allctm~nt. B t 1 s as ontrolled l.Le .... s-

trllu¼·.._o o ~ .. "'..,e papors. 
. 

Te evening c·ty pa)er~ were d "'-
_.., lb tee. by boys a -

ing heir ovm rou ~3s, or v,1·.o wor d fo,-. George etsendorfer., 

wh hau o r a tho~sand customers. arl~ ~ays around he 

new~raJer o !'ices pr sented a different sc ne from t ... ose o 

today. At ... e p ant cf ... e Dai y Rep a T ...... rd a ' 

ing ~treets, e 0 d rr ss was re.rt a h rid affair; tl e 

ope s .. eets were id. on tv,o s .ant.:ng ab es on top, the 

perator tht:mbing them down on t the ro ., an paper C m-., , 
ing ou ,, I.A being lai on a. o ·1 broa. t b e by a. cer · ec of 

· 1 e s or s ates. 1e paper W".l.S a.ken and 0 de ~ by hand. 
11 

Georg e on, the prop et r, :;as a tall, t1in man, ab-

ly ass·s ed in t.1e M nagement by numerous .... o s, since 10 .. la 
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me rled t ·eo times. liiss be Ve non, the noted work r 

women's rights., was one of hi c ... ildren. Tl-is pr os 

as r n by 

before many 

srna 1 as engine, and tre ch n es were .at 

0rs had been off the pr ss wou d break down. 

.1r. Vernor.. woul come tea.ring our .:.nto the pl"ess room, he 

and th so ·•s. ... o ran the press rari g at each other, with 

some profanity mixe in, a 1 tho time the o d be1.1.tler.10.n's 

A run' s Ap e runnlng up and dovm in his throat. About 

1890, this press was r placed by a modern one • 

.. e Every · vening wa.s at -' 1li'th and Shipley treets, 

an" ueorge Ge send er's boys olde 

rear of .1.· or ... e D. , ' C, ...... cigar 

teir papers 1. he 

wh.:.c. was in the same 

buildin on the corne o Ship ey, from whi h olnt they 

ma e tr.. rot!nds of ,he i ty. 

The Su.ncla-.r Star, publis ... e Jerome ..,. Be 1, bas ma IJ.-

tained its .P ace s.:ncc hat day., gi ... .ting not only current 

news., b11t a surnma•y of ,I.hew ek':; ha penings. To ay the 

oca pa ers use rucks to distrlbute t eir wares, supple-

ment ... n he work of the ndi vid.ual carr•iers. 

apo1·s bo ... cal and outside sod r es t~an today, 

but wtth the high cost of newsprint, couped with the in

cresaed cost o other ruateria s an wages, many old-estab ished 

papers have been compelled to merge i. 1. t~.l others., or go out 

busir..oss. 

eference: Personal reco ec ions. 
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Atter t oloni ta ac iev d independence, a commiaeion ot 

nin n were appointed to lect a it tor the national 

Capitol. ton was on ot · the lacea cona1dered with the 

Cap to1 1ld1 to b locat on ed ral.: Hill. Ho ever, 1t 

as rej oted by a vote of tour 1n t vor and t1ve a1nst. 

A block beyond on the aoutheast com r 1• the Second 

apt1at Church. Here a lett turn 1 made on ranklin street. 

The larg body ot • t r on the r1 ht 1a Cool Spring Rea rvo1r. 

At P nnaylvan1a venu a r1 t turn 1 made and another r1 t 

tum at th tratt1c 11 t n van .auren tr et. Ont r1 tat 

the ntrance to cool Spring P k 1a th First Church ot Christ 

oi ntiat. Continue atrai t through the rlc to Tenth street. 

On th right hand corner is the Soc! ty ot atural H1at.ol"f and 

on the oth r eid.e acroa the Pal'k at Tenth and Jackson treete 

tan.de t. Paul'• • E. Church built 1n 1911. st. P ul' na an 

ott hoot ot b1.lJ:T Church. In 1845 a church as built kt 

treet Just north or seventh and remained an old lanc1Jnark until 

19ll. 

Turn right at Te th str t and left at Harrison ti-eet. 

On the outhweat corner 1 Friends' e ting. Continue along 

Harriaon tr t to Eighth tr t and tum right. The park on the 

1 tt ie ighth treet Park. a 1tt ot Dr. orr1a, a large land• 

hol er. t om street a lett turn ie made. Croae Fourth 

tre t. n the aouthweat corner ia Olivet Pr byterian Church 

and a block west is the Bishop Coleman emorial Church - a tine 

n1te atructure - wh1l on the southe st corn rot 1rd and. 

Broom 1 the 1rst 1ted r sbyter1an Church. 
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Pag 10. 
Auto Tour No.~ 

Continue lo oom Street ass1ng the ilmin ton G neral 

Hospit land turn right on Lancaster Avenue. Just beyond where 

Maryland Avenu come into Lancaster Avenue turn left on Jefferson 

street and right on second street. On the r1ght between ashing

ton and est Streets are the Ferris Houses (two small brick 

dwelli a). 

At est Street a lett turn is made. A century ago this 

was one ot the residential sections of 1lm1ngton and many fine 

old hoe may yet be seen. The Jacob Bennett house at 301¼ est 

Street was Wa h1ngton•s headquarters while in Wilmington prior 

to the B ttle ot the Brandywine. The building has a bronze marker 

on the cut 1d • 

Crossing Fourth Street the building on th northeast 

corner is Frie d's School• one of the oldest private schools 

of the city. It wa found din 1746 by the Society of Friends. 

Across the tre t from the school and occupying the entire block 

is the Friend' eeting Rous and Cemetery. John Dickinson, 

signer of the Constitution and author of the fa.mens• pre

revolutionary "farm r•s letters," is buried here, as 1s Tho a 

rrett, the Quaker abolitionist. Tho original meeting hous 

was bu lt 1n 1748. Th present one was built in 1816. 

In 1846 a building tor girls was erected. In 1883 

mor room was needed but so reat a love for the antique pre

vailed that th old building as enlarged at a cost of 14,000. 

At the northwest corner ot West and Fifth street is the 

site of the Thomas West house built 1n 1736. 
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Wm. H. Porbes 
November 7, 1£140 

DR. HARRISON W. HOWELL 

'7 c) 
Cities and Towns 

Wilmington 

When the first sections of the du Pont bu:lding were 

built, a ballroom was provided on the eleventh floor for 

public gatherings. Some of the early hospital campaigns 

were centered there. An organization known as the City 

Club,composed of prominent men of the city, also used this 

room for large eatherings. The Board of Trade, as the Ch.am

ber of Cornrr.er~e was then known, held its luncheon meetings 

there. About 1912 plans were laid for a campaign to increase 

the memtership, and 1£ayor Harrison W. Howell was prevailed 

on to take the chairmanship of the car.1paign commit tee, and 

give tl1 em his an~wer at one of the luncheon meetings. He 

talked to them "right from the shoulder. 11 He sa.:..d he had 

asked a number of men to serve on his corr.mittee, and their 

answers where mostly the sarr.e: 11 01d man, I would be glad ' 

to help, but really, I am so busy I would not be able to do 

any actual work.' I came to the conclusion at last, that I 

was t:tie only one in tbe city who had nothing to do. 11 He 

promised to serve, but told the meeting that if be failed, 

he was coming rig:tt be.ck, and tell them why. 

Dr. Harrison W. Howell was born it Trenton, N.J., in 

1873. Upon the death of his father, when the boy was eight 

years old, he came to Wilmington to make his home with his 

uncle, Dr. Leonard Kittenger, one of the leading physicians 

of the city. As a boy, Howell was employe~ in tee office of 

the Pusey and Jones Company. Later, he entered Hahnemann 
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Medical College, from which he ·was graduated in 1894. His 

office was first located in a house, since torn down, at 

315 Delaware Avenue, but soon he moved to the house at the 

s. E. corner of Delaware Avenue and Washington Streets. His 

office, when he retired from practice because of ill health, 

was at 824 Washington Street. 

In 1900, he was married to Lucy, the daughter of Samuel 

Biddle, at that time an official of the Pusey and. Jones Com

pany. She died in 1917, and sor.1e time later, he married the 

sister of Harold s. Schutt, who was associated with the local 

gas company. In 1911 he was elected. Mayor of the city on the 

Republican ticlrnt, and reelected for a second term, with the 

largest pluralities ever given a Mayor in the city's history. 

Dr. Howell belonged to many organizations, both fraternal 

and professional. He was the first president of the local 

Rotary Club, and was reelected for a second term. Upon Amer

ica's entrance into the World War, he enlisted in the Medical 

Corps of the army, and was assigned to tbe base hospital at 

Hoboken, N. J. The only complaint he had to make of army life 

was that one wore the same type of clothes, and the only thing 

one could change was the collar. 

The Doctor was a man pleasing in appearance and manner. 

One of bis woman patients was heard to say in his of:'ice one 

night: "I tell the folks home I feel better just as soon as 

Dr. Howell comes in the house." After a lon£; illness of heart 

trouble, during which he spent most of tbe time in Florida, he 

died in July 1935. A framed verse is remembered as hanging 
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in the doctor's waiting room, as it no doubt does, in many 

another: 

"God and the doctor we both adore, 
At the point of danger, not before, 
The danger passed, both alike are requited, 
God forr ot and the doctor slighted. 11 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 
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October 28, 1940 

AN IMPORTANT CIVIC CENTER 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

'l1he Hotel du Pont opened l ts doors to the public on 

January 15, 1913 with a private sl c1"ring and luncheon, attenu

ed by many alstinguished ~uests. In order to familiarize the 

public with tbe ~otel, a series of musicals were held on Sunday 

afternoons, when tea wafi served on the mezzanjne floor. People 

flocked to these affairs, and were suprised and proud that 

Wilmington liad acquired such a hotel. 

Ernest s. Taite, formerl:Y assistant manager of the Asto:r 

House in New York, wae the first ~anager. He S€rved until 

1921, when the management was taken over by Harry Harkins, a 

local boy who had for some years been associated with tbe old 

Clayton House. Harkins was popular with local people and the 

• travelj_ng public. The hotel later on passed to the control 

of the Bowman-Biltmore chain, with c. w. Gibbs as resident 

mana6er. During the last tenure, many local people felt, no 

doubt, tle l otol had ceased to be a local institution. In 

time it passed back into the control of the original interests, 

under the management of Frank Gregson. In the pre-Volstead 

days, the bar was located on the present site of the Laird

Bissell ana Meeds boardroom. 

The hotel, as well as the off ce building, are under the 

control of the Du Pont Building Corporation, which is part of 

tbe Service Department. Among those who have served tbe 

hotel since the be 0 inning are Miss Sarah Truax, secretary to the 
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.nanage--·, and Mrs. M. T, Eastland, head housekt_;eper, w 10sc 

l.usband served in diffe:;_•ent capaci tles before Lis death 

in 1939. 

The du Pont Eote l bas come to play suet a part in tLe 

d~ily life of the citizens that wonder is low Wilmin6ton got 

along without such f:tc:lities, although the old Clayton Rouse 

in its time served tLe local people and the tr9.veling public well. 

Msny of the older eneration recall numerous social events 

attended there, but in time it beca'!le outmoded, £.nci. the proe:ress 

of tbe cit. -wrthward spelled 5.ts doom. 

Among tlie banr.uets held in the ~•ctel d1.. Pont the first year 

was :hhat of the Delaware Uoter Club in the grill room. 1;' J.~en 

the Gime came for s:peec:b.making, some of the pro111·.nE,nt citizens 

in at1:.endance we:re 11 in their cups!' After a fA"J\r had responded 

in a muldled way to tr-e invitation of the toastmaster, T. Allen 

Hilles, the lat~er arose disgusterJ to ask if any other drunk 

wanted to say anytling. 

Another banquc t recalled was that of the Re ·c.sil Coal DealerR 

Associa t-i on, held in. one '):" tbe parlors on tne mezza;:1_~ ne f loor. 

One of the :-111alle1· coal do&lers, who had the reputation of 

rarely beinci sober, wL ch he wasn't that nigrt, was accompanied 

b;; 1 j s son, a lad of about tv,enty. hen the ·,H-'i ter would put 

some eating utensils down beside their plates, they 1rould lool~ 

et them in bewilderment. At last the fatter could cc tain 

himself no longer. He said to the man beside h5m; "Hen~J, they 

have a hell of a lot of har~wtre in tlis place, don't t:bey." 

Fo1· the first fev1 yeb.rs, tl e hote l main ta ned a small 
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but talented orchestra, mder the direction of Mr. Durr..mig, 

which played on the small balcony in the dining room at both 

luncheon and dinner. This made dining doubly attractive, especi

ally at the holiday season, when there would come numerous requests 

on Christmas Eve for "Silent Night." 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 



Wm. H. Forbes 
, Jif.ay 20, 1941 

TEEATRE ATTRACTIONS 

Wilmington 

Before the advent of moving pictures, theatrical at

tractions were simple and varied. The Grand Opera House, 

which held a premier place, would be dark at times, as is 

the Playhouse today. It has been the scene of the acting 

of Booth and Forrest of the early years, down through the 

days of Henry Dixey, the Boston Ideals, Maude Adams, and 

Francis Wilson. Generally under local management, it was 

Years 

the aim to give the local theatre-going public the best to 

be had at a time when roadshows were more numerous than to

day. Among the special features of those days were the min

strels, of whom Carncross & Dixey and Dockstader are the 

best remembered. The first act would show the company lined 

across the stage, in satin short clothes, with jokes ex

changed between the interlocutor and the end men, inter

spersed with solos by members of the company. The second act 

would be a farce comedy, in which some of the men would take 

female parts. 

Professors Herman and Kellar, famous magicians of that 

day, would mystify the audience with their sleight-of-hand 

tricks, and perhaps invite some one from the audience to 

come to the stage, there to be made to look foolish. Pro

fessor Bartholomew's trained horses were popular, and the 

chance to visit the horses at the Lafayette stables at Ninth 

and Shipley Streets, an added treat. 
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At that tirre, living pictures became the rage. A group 

of girls in flesh-colored tights would be posed within a 

brightly-lighted gilt frame on the stage, .:r.,~ resemble• an 

oil painting. "The Biack Crook," a musical extravaganza, 
,i,/"• d -r"/J 

would be considered tame by today's standards, butAlikelyAt....4P 

many young ladies blushed behind their fans at the girls in 

spangles and tights. 

When Francis Wilson appeared here in a revival of "Erminie,'' 

one of the repertoire of the Boston Ideals shown here at an 
""~~# 

earlier period, his publicity manager ~o?d ~ a woman who wrote 

Mr. Wi lson asking if it would be safe for her daughter to see 
tl..d 

his play.) .Jar wae. "We have tried to eliminate 

all the objectionable features of our play, until today we feel 

that for safety it stands on a par with Mellen's Food." 

The minor attractions, such as Punch and Judy shows, ven

triloquists, glass blowers, etc., were to be seen at the Odd 

Fellow's Hall at Third and King Streets, or the auditorium of 

the Institute Building, at Eiehth and Market. .. ~ 
The~A,Au..t.L'd~~i ~t ~ovrium~on West Eleventh Street~was ~~ for musi-

cals, .... its acoustics were considered well adapted to that form 

of entertainment. Through the years, it has been the site of 

varied gatherings. About 1885, Moody and Sankey, the evangelists, 

held a series of meetings there. Later on, when the craze for 

roller-skating develcped, it was used for that purpose. During 

the campaign of 1896, William Jennings Bryan spoke there and 

drew the largest crowd, both inside and out, that had ever as

sembled in one place in the city. William Hammond, who suc

ceeded to the business of Waddington Bradway, used it for his 
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steam laundry. It has been the scene of boxing and wrestling 

matches, and and at this writing another evangelist is hold

ing forth there. 

~ vaudeville made its ap pearance in the lar·ger cities, 

the performance was continuous from noon until late night. 

William Dockstader, who ceme to Wilmington with his cages of 

snakes and monkeys and first located at 309 Shipley Street,later 

on moving to Seventh and Shipley, gradually discarded those fea

tures for stage acts. His new theater on U~rket Street, above 

the Masonic Temple, was well patronized by the local public. 

In his more prosperous days, Mr. Dockstader built a fine home 

at 1306 Market Street, where he died in 1921; his wife, who ably 

assisted him in the management of the theatre, died there in 

1931. 

The Avenue Theatre, at Tenth and Tatnall, which m1der other 
~ 

names had been the home of burlesque shows, and had J4 reputation 

to live down, was taken over by Conness and Edwards, with an 

excellent stock company. There v:ere some who never missed seeing 

every week's bill, and those who met the members of the cast 

socially found them equally interesting. Margaret Pitt and Marc 

McDermott, the latter often seen in Edison pictures, were among 

the favorites both off and on the stage. They wound up the 

season of about twenty-five weeks with a performance of uAs 

You Like It" in the open air theater on the Samuel Bancroft 

estate of Rockford Park. Miss Pitt returned here later on with 

her own company, and occupied the Garrick Theatre after the 

season there had closed. "The Girl of the Golden West" and 

"Mrs. Dane's Defense were the only attractions. The company 
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finally disbanded because of poor houses. 

Moving pictures, the first of which were rather crude af-

fairs and shovm in converted store buildings, played to cro,;vded 1 1 

(n (,.'-" I ' ' .,t_ ~"'4 I 

houses, even in those days. Slot machine8J~ere placed in the 

entr,¥1,-,'t ant!"'~e te;msd "15e...p,,-l!'how~ if music were furnished, 

ear phones were attached. During the showing of the pictures, 

a pianist would accompany with selections suited to the picture. 

During the intermission, while the reel was being changed, a soloist 

would render ballads. Billy Anderson in rough riding Westerns, 

Maurice Costello, whose daughters have since become famous, 

John Bunny, and Flor Finch are among those remembered. As they 

were silent pictures, captions would be thrown on the screen/ 

during the showing, to keep the audience posted as to the action. 

One of the early types of talking pictures was a small phonograph 

set on the front of the sta~e, and synchronized with the picture. 

One of these is recalled at the Grand Opera House in connection 

with an Edison film. The Savoy is the only movie house whose 

layout resembles those of the pioneer days. 

Those who have lived through the last fifty years, and 

have seen the moving pictures, automobile, radio, phonograph, 

and flying machines developed to their present status, have 

a fund of reminiscences. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 



William H. Forbes 
May .15; 1941 

EARLY THEATER ATTRACTIONS 

ilmington Fifty Years Ago 

The Masonic Temple, which contains the Grand Opera House, 

was erected in 1871 and, until taken over by the moving picture 

interests in 1906, was the focal point for the local theater-going 

public. The great and near great of the early years, such as 

Booth, Forrest, Minnie Maddern Fiske, Maude Adams, as well as 

the stock companies of the day,on whose rosters were young play

ers who afterwards became famous in their own right, appeared 

there. Francis /ilson, who was a member of the cast of the 

Boston Ideals, making regular yearly visits to Wilmington, re

turned here about 1900, in a revival of Erminie, in which he had 

appeared at an earlier,date. A cautious lady wrote him, asking if 

it would be safe for her daughter to see his play. His answer was: 

11 1ive have tried to eliminate all the objectionable features of our 

play, and as regards safety, feel it stands on a par with Mellon's 

Food. 11 Maude Adams appeared here in a Spanish play The Prett:y: 
I 

Sister of Jose, with a curtain raiser, Hop-o-M:y:-Thumb, which was 

decidedly English. Henry Dixey in his play Adonis was a favorite, 

and today is remembered for that vehicle more than any other. 

Professor Bartholomew and his trained horses were yearly visitors, 

and the added treat was offered of seeing the horses at close 

range at the stables of the old Lafayette Hotel at Ninth and 

Shipley Streets. Professors Herman and Kellar were the master 

minds in the field of magic, and would hold the attention of the 

audience with their various tricks. Generally someone from the 
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audience would be invited to the stage to be made to look and 

feel foolish. Corse Payton and his company in a weelr's reper

toire of "thrillers," and Al Leach with his Three Rose Buds, 

with its 11 deestrict schule, 11 both furnished many a laugh. 

The Grand Opera House in it:Jday, for size of stage, ranked 

second in the country, and the parquet circle afforded those on 

the sides a better view of the stage. In 1906 this civic center, 

which had catered to more than one generation of Nilmington 

theater-goers, passed in to the control of the moving picture 

interests. 

Among those who appeared at the Grand Opera House in the 

1880 1 s and left a lasting impression, not only for her acting 

but also for her beauty of face and character, was Mary Anderson. 

Hailing from Louisville, Kentucky, she early showed an interest 

in Shakespeare's works, a bent encouraged by her stepfather, who 

was a student of the Bard. She started to read Shakespeare at 

the age of ten, and when seventeen, made her debut in the role 

of Juliet, and later appeared in an extensive repertoire of 

Shakesnearean plays. In October 1890, she retired from the stage, 

and married Antonio de Navarro, spending the time until her death 

at Tunbridge vV'ells, England., and appearing only occasionally in 

benefit performances in London. 

On type of entertainment that found favor with the people was 

the minstrel show. Dockstader's and Carncross and Dixey were the 

most prominent. The first act consisted of the company lined up 

across the stage, in satin short clothes, with banter exchanged 

between the interlocutor and the end men, and the second act was 
":·: : :·· =··= :·· :- -- : •.. ... . . . . .. ··« ...... . . . . . . . ,, . . . . . . . . . "' . . . . . . . . . . . : .. : : :; .. :·: : .. :·:·-.::·-.::,·~= . : :·:-:·. :.·.:·. ·: .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

: : : . : ; ·. : : .. : ...... .. : . : . ·. .. . .... . : : : ~= : ·.: : • : ·: : ·-. : : ·: .... . . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... : 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " . . ...... " . . . .. . . .. " . . . . . . . . . ... '. 
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a farce comedy, with some of the men taking female parts. 

The curtain was drawn up by hand, and a bell in the nearby 

saloons notified those there of the end of the intermission. It 

was customary for the ushers to pass down the aisles between the 

acts, serving ice water to the patrons from glasses carried in a 

tray. 

The Auditorium on West Eleventh Street was erected primarily 

for musicals, the accoustics being well adapted for that type of 

entertainment.' Since its erection, it has been pUt to many uses. 

In the early years Moody and Sankey held their revival meetings 

there; later, William Hammond used it as the site of his steam 

laundry. It has also held many political gatherings, Hilliam 

Jennings Bryan speaking there in 1896. Housewives have assembled 

there for cooking schools, and it has been the scene of many 

wrestling and boxing matches. At the present time~ another evan

gelist is holding forth there. 

William L. Dockstader came to Wilmington in 1893, and first 

located with his cages of monkeys and snakes at 309 Shipley Street, 

under the name of Wilmington Nmsee. This was a small beginning, 

but it gave him a chance to get acquainted and to sense the neGds 

and tastes of the local theater-going public. After two years 

there, he moved to the old carriage factory at the N. w. corner 

of Seve·nth and Shipley Streets, and there he gradually substituted 

vaudeville acts for the earlier features. 

In 1903 he built his own theater, the Garrick, on the west 

side of Market Street between Eighth and Ninth Streets. As a 

local man, he was interested in supplying his patrons with the 
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best at the price asked, and when a customer would charge hi:m 

with having a poor show, he would be quick to admit it, if 

such were the case. Rather, he would explain that it was hard 

for a :man in his class to pick and choose from the talent offer

ed. With the appearance of the moving pictures, a short reel 

would be shown as part of the show. 

With the death of Mr. Dockstader in 1921, this business, 

which had grown to be part of the city's ltfe, closed its doors. 

Mrs. Emma Dockstader, who had actively assisted her husband in 

this enterprise, passed away in 193·1. During their more prosper

ous years they built a fine home at 1306 Market Street. 

No mention of 11 Dock's1t would be complete without reference 

to the "Candy Man." Dressed in a white suit, white cap, and white 

gloves, and wearing leather leggings, the "Candy Man 11 would appear 

outside the theater, regardless of the weather, and sell his can

dy from a tray supnorted by a band around his shoulders. His 

peculiar cry aroused attention, and the peculiar rhythm of the 

cry remained in one's ears after he had passed. He would repeat 

"Candy Man" twice, the first time with"fl"lati' as a question, the 

second time with "man'' as a declaration, thus: ''Candy Man? Candy 

Man1" 

Shortly before vVorld v'var No. 1, the Playhouse was opened, 

but the older generation feel it will never find the place in 

their affections~e ~~the Grand Opera House. The new house 

has been dark for a large part of the time, because of the lack 

of road shows. Select moving pictures were tried for a while. 
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From time to time, high class talent of the stage has appeared 

there: Beerbohm Tree as "Cardinal i/oolsey11 in Henry the Eighth; 

John Drew in The Cat Bird, and Julia Arthur in A Modern Magdalen. 

Plans were discussed there at an open meeting, in the latter 

1920 1 s whereby the house could be made to serve the local theater

going public better. 

During a showing there of the Song of the Flame, about 1928 

shortly after the evening performance had started, the weight of 

the scenery caused the supporting girders to fall, injuring sever

al of the cast. A disapnointed audience filed out of the Play

house. The contrast between the men and women who gathered at 

the old Grand Opera House and those of today is most striking; 
~ ~- ~ 

the women in particular with their old style hairdo, long skirts~ 
a. - .~&) f!. , st.r,, .J 

and bustles, wita ~he'aecom~~~ basques, some of which"-we have 

lived to see return~-••.._,_ along with the change.sin architec-

ture of the theaters themselves~ .Ml co:l:delice 6! the e½urg1;g,~ t1mea,a 

The Avenue Theatre, which stood at Tenth and Tatnall Streets, 

under other names had been the home of burlesque shows, and had 71:;/ 

reputation to live down. In 1912, the house was taken over by 

Conness and Edwards with an excellent stock company. There were 

many people who made it a point to attend every week's show, and 

those who met some of the members of the company, socially, found 

them equally interesting. They wound up their stay of about 

twenty-five weeks with an outdoor performance of As You Like It, 

on the grounds of Samuel Bancroft's estate at Rockford. 

The next season a stock company, under new management and 

with a new cast, played the season there, but did not find favor 

with the public as did the first company. In the early 1890's, 
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an itinerant musical company gave a repertoire of the old operettas, 

which included The Bohemian Girl and Erminie, in the open down near 

Folly ·.oods, on South Union Street. The price was low, so one could 

not expect very much. 

When the circus would come to town, which was, as it is today, a 

harbinger of Spring, it would be heralded for weeks on the billboards, 

with pictures and all the adjectives in the dictionary. The show un

loaded at Third and Pine Streets and the trip to the grounds at Front 

and Union Streets afforded the people along the way a preview of what 

was to come. A parade was held at noon through the central section 

of the city, and this further whetted the appetite of the people. 

Jumbo, the largest elephant in captivity, and Tom Thumb, the midget, 

were household names. P. T. Barnum was a natural-born showman, and 

had Tom Thumb and Mercy Narren Bumpus married at Grace Church in New 

York with a great fanfare. Barnum and Adam Forepau.gh were leading 

showmen, later to be merged into one show, along with the Bailey cir

cus, which was the forerunner of the Ringling Show of today. Barnum 

felt the people loved to be fooled as well as entertained. On his 

farm in Connecticut, which was within sight of a railroad, he had an 

elephant, painted white, drawing a plow, and advertised it as the 

only one of its kind. ~:ro 
mov1D§ p~cutres, with their variety of subjects, ,.. fill the The 

needs of 
Ir~~ ~~u.. 

theApubiic for entertainment~that the speaking stage has 

found it hard to maintain its old place as a major attraction. The 

early moving pictures, crude affair~ 

/\ -/,!ne first showings 1ij9llQr in converted stores around Fourth and Market 

Streets. Cabinets known as "peep shows" were at the entrance, and if 
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it was music, ear phones were attached. There was considerable flicker 

in the picture, which was hard on the eyes. A pianist would accompany 

the picture with music suited to the changing scene, and a ballad was 

sung while the reels were being changed. Billy Anderson in rough rid

ing westerns, Maurice Costello, a matinee idol of that day, Mary Fuller, 

Flora Finch, and John Bunny were some of the early screen players. 

David '.ark Griffith as a director broueht to the screen a new 

technique, with his Birth of a Nation and Intolerance. At that time, 

the picture industry passed from the adolescent stage to something that 

made an appeal to people of culture and refinement. About that time, 

Charley Chaplin made his first appearance in America with a picture 

entitled A Night in a London Music Hall. Many of those girls who early 

appeared at the studios looking for a chance to act had no other claim, 

than that they needed the money. The Gish sisters and Mary Pickford 

were given their early chance by Mr. Griffith in the old Biograph Com

pany. As the pictures improved, so have the movie houses, and gradually 

moved up town, the Varner and Aldine a far cry from the days of the 

Bijou and Hyrups theaters of other days. The Savoy Theatre is the last 

of the old style houses. · 

The early moving pictures coincided with the styles in large hats 

for women, and many a patron has felt constrained to ask the lady in 

front of him to remove her hat. Some did it with good grace, while 

others resented the request. At times this re~1est would be thrown on 

the screen. 

Another source of entertainment in those years were the lecturers. 
the humorist, 

Some, like "Bobn Burdett,/and "Sam" Small, l'lil:I) spoke for the temperance 

cause, ~~~x.3.bx Looking back it seems that the temperance forces 
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were more aggressive then than today. It was in the days when the 

saloons were uncontrolled, and often children were sent with a pitcher 

to "rush the growler." At the temperance meeting, a pledge in the 

form of a long sheet would lie on a table near the entrance, and 

members of the audience, even those who had never touched a drop, 

would be urged to sign. Even the speaking stage played its part in 

pointing out the evils of drinking with the play Ten Ni~hts in a Bar 

Room. 

Ranking them all in the far-reaching effect of his work was 

Doctor Russell Conwell, founder of Temple College (now Temple Univer

sity) in Philadelphia. He traveled thousands of miles and delivered 

his famous lecture ttAcres of Diamonds" hundreds of times. The proceeds 

from these lectures went to the maintenance and upbuilding of the 

college when it was a 11 fledgeling. 11 Many of these lectures were given 

in churches, and a silver offering taken up, in lieu of an admittance 

fee at the door. Dr. Conwell would likely point out to his audience 

that their contributions would help determine the number of young· 

people who would gain admittance to his college. 

There were minor attractions, such as the Punch and Judy shows, 

and the ventriloquists, which were to be found at the Odd Fellows' 

Hall at Third and King Streets, the Institute at Eighth and Market 

Streets, or at the church fairs. The city has always been favored with 

good talent, both musical and dramatic, so the people of those early 

days never wanted for entertain~ent, no matter how simple it might be 

at times. 
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LOCATION - W11m1ngton. 

Submitted by - Kenneth A. Horner. 

Date - April 1, 1936. 

Wilmington in 1875. 

In 1876 Wilmington had grown to a community of 351 000 

persona. Joshua t. Simma was the mayor and there were ten 

wards, two councilmen being chosen from each instead ot the 

three mentioned in 1845. The city ;;hen had a Chief ot Police, 

two special policemen, two sergeants, one tor the Western and 

one for the Eastern districts, and 18 policemen, three tor each 

ot six districts. They were appointed by the mayor. 

There were 8 volunteer tire companies, 17 public 

schools, 4 daily newspapers; the Daily Commercial, at 5th 

& Market streetaJ the Delaware Gaze.tte, at 416 Marke Street; 

Every Evening, 510 Ma ket Street; Delaware Republican, at 

Third and King Streets. The Weekly Advertiser, the Delaware 

Pioneer, The Wayai e, Delaware Tribune and Delaware State 

Journa1 were published weekly. 

A stage route still ran to New Castle, leaving Grubba 

Hotel at Front and arket Street daily. 'l'he steamer Felton 

left French Street whart, one trip daily, to Philadelphia, 

stopping at arcua Hook and Cheater. Boats ot the Wilmington 

Steamboat Company left Wilmington tor New York, three days each 

week, returning the following day. 

There were 4 national banka, one state bank, and 2 

savings banks. 
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Forty-two churches looked after the religious needs of the 

city. Five Baptists, 5 Catholic, 5 Episcopal, 9 Methodist, 

2 Friends, l Lutheran, l swedenborgian, l Unitarian and 6 

colored. 

Lodges and secret organ1znt1ona flourished. The 

city directory of that date numbers many such organizations, 

several pages being required to list them. 

There were 37 lawyers, 4 auctioneers, 6 basket makers, 

2 bell ringers and bill posters. 

Three large market houses were located downtown, one 

at second street between Market and King; another at Third 

and King Streets and the third at Eighth and Orange Streets. 

Forty-two butchers had stalls in the first; twenty-three 

in the second and twenty-five in the third. 

The manufacture of carriages and coaches flourished, 

the directory liatins seventeen manufacturers; fifteen lack

smiths shoed the horses and repaired the wagons; t here were 

thirty-two hotels, and although the teaching of temperance 

and the formation ot temperance societies had been encouraged 

since the city had come into existence, in 1875 there were 

131 liquor and lager beer saloons doing business. 

Those were the days when women wore long dresses and 

several petticoats. Seventy dreasmakera are iiated in the 

1875 directory, and 42 dry goods sto catered to their needs. 

seven firms sold sewing machines. There were eleven rag 

and junk dealers; seven persona engaged in the whitewashing 

business. tour sold lamps and oils. 
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There were 21 music teachers. ot ,9 phyaiciana, 29 

were Allopath1o, 3 Electric, 10 Homeopat 1o, 6 Hygienic and. 

one Indian. The Western Union Telegraph ottice was at 300 

Market Street and the Atlantic and Pacitic at Fourth and Market 

streeta. 

Wilmington in 1890. 

The growth ot the city had been ao extensive during the 

decade ot 1880-1890 that the newapap ra ot the dq treely pre

dicted that the cenaua figures would show a population ot at 

least 68, or 69 thoueand. Estimated tigures were 681 543, and 

the "city booatera• were chagrined. to learn later that the actual 

count showed only 611 4151. 

Neverthel••• it had been a tut-growing community, new 

street• had been opened, the city limits extended, row• upon 

ron ot brick houa•• had been built to provide living quarter• 

tor the thousand.a ot iron workera, car and ahipbuildera that 

had come to the city. In th year 1889 alone 519 auch hou.ea 

and other building• had been erected. 

There were then 25 public ch la, 60 churchea, an 

increase ot 31 during the decade. The value ot real estate tor 

assessment purposes had increased 10 millions ot dollars 

tr 20 million to 30 million. F11"D1 alarm boxes had been placed 

at atragetic places and a teat 11gnal was sounded every morning 

at 9a00 A. u. (Thia waa later changed to 8:45 to enable 1chool 

children to arr1Ye at their deaka on time). The city now ha4 

12 wards and one member waa elected to Council trom each. 
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Member• were paid according to the number ot meetings, regular 

and oOJIIDli ttee, they attended. During the month ot Dec mber, 

1889, some ot the member• att n4ed. u many u M meeting•• 

Auetin Harrington wu mayor. Nineteen letter-carrier• wre 

employed to provide atiatacto17 poatal aervlo•, and the poet 

ott1ce opened at 61~0 A. M. tor all buaineaa. There were 117 

boarding houaes listed in the 1890 d1recto17, and U hotel• 414 

a tlouriahing buain•••• Saloons had. increased to 1-&7, an4 one 

man advertia 4 that he sold typewriter• and did typewriting. 

Th• aking ot milady'• garment• at111 remained an 

arduoua task and aM women were eng 
sto-:r-e.=:. 

goods 11,,a had increased to 1a2. 

ed 1n that buain•••• Dry• 
1a..d. ,.e.s 

Ther were even tour ha -
I\ 

d.reaaera, although three persona dealt in human hair. Eight 

atorea sold ice cream. Although there wer 17 undertaker• ( 

cabinet-makera) ther• were alao three layera-out-ot•the-dead.. 

There wa one oculist and tive opt1o1ana. Twenty•aeven millinera, 

59 laW7er•• and 11 artiata. 

There were 11 ham•• and aaddle maker•, 9 hay and straw 

dealers. 

Foo Laon, Ham. Loo, Hing Hong, Lee Ho, Key lfah, Lee Hing, 

Lee Ho, Lee Hop, Lee John, Lee Sing, Lee Lue, Lee Toa, Quong 

Sing, Sing S and Wah Hong took care ot the heavily starched. 

stitt bosom ahir-ta, removable cutta and oollara ot the thouaanda 

ot worker• 

There were tour daily newapapera and two Sunday papera. 

Five weekly and monthly publication• were in exiatence. 

The new tangled telephone• were beginning to be uaed 

and the Delaware and Atlantic Tel. and Tel. Compan7 had. their 

exchang at Fourth and Market Street•• 
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People were beginning to "take" to the electric trolley cars, 

although the overhead w res ieh were beginning to appear 

throughout the city were the objects of complaints. An 

editorial. in the Every Evening, in 1890, remarked, "The 

~verhead w1re nu11anoe still eont1nues, but there are in• 

dicat1ona that its days are numbered." 



/ 
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LOCATION - - Wilmington. 
File No. w-100-200 

Submitted by enneth A. Horner, 

Date March 261 1936. 

Wilmington, Delaware. 

Pop. l930J - 1061 597J U 13 
E.s.T.-Daylight Saving Time,Ma7 to Sept. 
Penna.R •• co. , 
a.& o.R.R.co. 
Bua Linea. 

Wilmington, the ~~tr~polis of Delaware, aptly called 

the First City of the First State, lies on the Delaware River 

approximately 70 m1. from the Atlantic Ocean, 28 mi. below · 

Philadelphia. At the head ot the rich, fertile farmlands 

of Delaware, the eastern shore of Maryland and the two lower 

counties of Virginia, it stands as the gateway to the Delmarva 

Peninsula. 

1l'he Piedmont district, a series of low hills between 

the Appalachian Mountains and the Atlantic Coastal Plain, 

occupies the upper part ot the State 1n which the city 1• 

located, and as it has been built on rolling lands rising 

from tidewater to an elevation of 255 teet, with an average 
·ot: 

of 80 ft ince e~ly timesAhas been referred to as "The 

City on the Hills•" 

Prior to the beginning of the twentieth century it 

was one of the formost industrial communities of the Nation. 

Its location at the confluence of the Brandywine Creek, 

Christiana and Delaware Rivers, providing anple water oommunica

tionJ the railroads which traverse this section with Wil• 

mington as a center, the highways leading from it 1n all 

direction J its close proximity to the Atlantic Ocean and 

various rivers and baysJ a location that permitted it to 
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escape the extreme vigors of hot summers and cold winters, 

an ample ra1n1'all and absence ot hurricanes, fioods,and 

the acts of • unrestrained nature, mai. it a natural in

dustrial center, appreciated and inviting to its inhabit• 

ants. 

The aame rainf'all and the nearness to large 

bod_es ot iater, however,is responsible for a very disagree

able humidity, which sometimes makes the warm days ot summer 

and the cold days ot winter extrem.el7 unpleaaant, despite 

the tact that the thermometer seldom rises to more than 90 

degrees 1n summer or talls much below the treesing point 

1n winter. 

In later yeara many ot the large manufacturing in• 

duatries which formerly employed thousands of mechanics and 

laborers either discontinued business or moved to other 
~ 

localities and new industries lY.4 not arrive sutticient 

numbers to take their places. 

The growth ot the large powder companies whose exe

cutive offices are located in the city brought about the 

erection ot several large ottice buildings and gave employ

ment to clerks, bookkeepers and a large number ot "white 

collar" workers. 

QUite recently the city attracted the executive 

offices ot a number of other corporations whose otticera and. 

clerks took up residencel and brought about the erection ot 

many tine homes and apartment houses. 
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The~abaence ot sl~~cleanlineas ot streets, 

educational tac111ties, splendid water, tire and police 

protection were among attractions that brought new resi• 

dents to the community tor years. But like many other 

industrial communities, Wilmington suffered from the dis• 

astrous ettecta ot the financial depression. Lack ot em

plo1111ent, low wages and long hours ot labor for those 

fortunate enough to be employed~ created claae distinctiona, 

pauperized thousand, curtailed opportunity tor 7011th and 

business men and completely changed economic statut ot the 

inhabitants. 

Aa a reault the city, with the exception or the 
~ .. 

newer sections,,, ecome unkempt, aqual1~, and uninteresting, 

unless views ot slums, row• ot unkempt, dirty brick houaea, 

and the knowledge that persona are compelled to live amid 

such aurroundinga can be called 1nter11ating. Occasionally 

groups ot oitisena aotivated by sincere dea1r.ea to 1mpron 

the cit,.•• appearance and provide proper ahelte tor 

unfortunates formed better-housing c0JDll11tteea, held meet:lnga, 

passed resolutions and announced •clean-up" campaigns, but the7 

soon tired ot their ettorte and the slums remaSn. All attem.pta 

to eradicate them have been frustrated by owner• and mortgage 

holders, as generall7, rents tor au.ch dnllinga are high and 

are collected by the week1 provid1ng rioh profits to the leeaora. 
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and the household bread 25. en wheat increased 

1n price to six sh1111ng:s, aix pence1 per bushel the s1z! 

ot the loaf' decreased to 5 5 d 

household bread. 

~'-,,L,(ij~N1-J11D.1:ll.J.l:JillllliDAJ"d .... i!S-.... ""°1.D1.... l[;o7 weight 

t.hose who ere 1n th habit ot using avoirdupoa. tM law 

apeo1.t1ed the 1.ze ot loave• in that measure also,. hence 

the reference to pennyweights 1n the avoirdupois mea.lllll~ 

ments. 

A c1rculat1ng 11bral'7 was established Ae ~ 

1754 • In tbe local libr&l'J' 1a a receipt presented by Jttaa 

at1lda Ferris~ descendant ginal. Perris tan 117 

who located 1ri Wilmington 1n its e llest days showing that 

Joseph Tatnall had made a pa.Jlllent :to du••• it being "the 
. . 

by njaming Ferris 

r 12, 1763. Signed 

the seal ot the 

library- bearing the inscription •n1mSngton Libral'J',17 

coloni••• 
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. lk. ere 1:er he home of the e;ccluoively fashionable 

... olks of th town" H tron · and l sting ere the in-

.flu~uce created in this par· of the city ia sho·11n by some 

}Jret tious modern d telling.., erect d on the ad e of the 

charmed 1 trict after the ei ty had tartea. · · teward, by 

men vho had 1!l al"ly life looked upon ··10.t chosen locat·on 

s the ho .e of the be t and ll!CH t favored people. u 

1t fer nee: 

Compi.led by 'Every Ev ning" - History of 1 ington. 

ress of oss n--·ravin Company , it ork, 1894. 276 pp. 
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lilmington 

Contempor ry Scene. 

Streets & l, venues. 

The streets of Wilmington are laid out on the gridiron 

plan, numbered streets running f1•or.. east to Vlest and named streets 

running from north to south. Streets that run diagonally are the 

avenues, which in most cases are much wider than the other thorough-
f..,res. 

The first few streets running ~orth to ~outh, west of 

. .'arket Street, were named for prominent families that settled in the 

vicinity during tLe city's early years. Examples are: Sh.i.pley, Tatr:all 

and West Streets. Continuine, west, the streets were nameJ for the 

ex-presidents of the United States until Harrison, after which no 

general plan is used • 

..=.ast of ?,,arket, the streets running parallel are nar.ed in . 
honor of the King_. (King Street, French Street, for a nur,1 1er of French 

settlers that lived along th.i.s street, ar,d for var 1cus species of trees: 
1:,a1nut, 1op1ar, Lomoard, etc. 

l'rrarket Street, the mair: artery, r•uns :lorth to South, through 

the entire city. It is straight except for curves at Fourteentli Street 

and at its southern extre~ity where it joins the causeway. 

Baynard Boulevard begins at .. 'ashington Street Bridge and 

runs northwest diagonally across Concord Avenue to the city line. 

Concord Avenue begins at Twenty-first and 1,:arket Streets 

ard contrary to public opinion runs due north across Baynard Boulev&rd 

into the \lest Chester-Philadelphia high.1ay. 

North East Wil1 ington has tvrn streets that deviate from 

the block system. Vandever Avenue and North ~ast Boulevard. 

The former begins at Twenty-first Street and continues 

ea.t across North East Boulevaru to the city line. 



Hammond- Horner. 
:"eb.12, 1937. 

~11lrr..ington 
Contefilpor&ry Scene 

Street & Avenues. 

North bast Boulev~rd be[,ins outside of the city limits and 

ruts through the South East section of the city, in order, as Heald Street, 

!13v1 Castle Avenue., Tl:ird Street and Church Street across Vandever Avenue 

and continues :n northeastern direction 'toward Chester and Philadelphia. 

The southwestern section of the city has three avenues that 

run diagonally. The most i11portant of these, uelaware Avenue, begins at 

Tentn Street near Tatnall and runs. in a northvrnstern direction to tlle city 

line. 

Pennsylvania Avenue starts at Delaware Avenue and Van Buren 

Streets, and runs west into the Kennett rike . 

.. ayland Avenue opens from Front and :,ionroe Str ets and 

continues southeast through :,1chardson Park, Newport toward Newark. 

Lancaster Avenue is a continuation of the Lancaste.· turnpike 

and ends at Front and ,fadison Streets, where it becorr.es Pront Street. 

Lancaster Avenue is tr ... e single exception of Avenues running crosswise t1le 

city as its course is parallel to the nuruerical strEets of the section 01· 

t e city ir.. whicL it lies. 

C"ource: 

Iolice Department - Ellen Samworth 

Personal Observation. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CIURCH BLDG. 
now COLO TIAL DA'!ms t HOUSE, 

randywine Park SE. of the 
junction of the park drive 
and eet Street. 

( ot open) 

File o. 622 

Thie building eon 1sts ot wa11s ot brick, with red sides 

and dark vitrified ends, laid in th Flemish bond style. It 

was formerly located on the east side or *arket Street just 

south or Tenth stre t, were it was built in 1740, when the 

re byterian Church desir d to erect its first house of wor• 

ship in ilmin ton. In l 40 th original building wu not 

large nough tor the con regat1on, so it was used as a paroch• 

ial school when a new church was rected ali tly tarthe~ 

south on th s lot. The Delaware Historical Society de 

th original building t1 eir headquarters 1n 1878, and used it 

a such until 1912 or 1914. In 1919 a committee of the Colonial 
> 

Dam.ea and the Da hters or the American evolution had it removed 

to 1ts present site, and 1t is now called "The Colonial D es• 

Houa •" B sides being one of the old st bu11d1nga in 1ll111ngton, 

it still is in practically the same condition as it was when 1rat 

built almost 200 years o. 

eaton Blake, archit ct 
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LOCATION: Wilmington and vicinity. 

~o 
Submitted and rewritten by: J.Sweeney. 
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il¥.ZRES'f;i ffl:;!;tol'i.c..houses,nat open to the public. 

BISHOPSTEAD MANSION,formerly "INGLESIDE." 
offs. side of W. Fourteenth Street at 
Orange Street. . 
(Not open) to- 1=1v:v1""'tt- Tr ... ,J.._ .. 
Y:ie p1Jblic) 

The original form of this dwelling was built in 

1742 by Oliver Canby, who obtained possession of the 

old Timothy Stidham mill and carried on an extensive 

flour milling business. {The Stidham mill stood on the 

south side of the Old King's Road, now Adams Street and 

was the first mill on the creek west of Market Street) 

After Oliver's death, his son, Samuel, lived at "Inele

side" until 1800, when he moved to his new home at the 

NW. corner of Fourteenth and Market Streets. In 1841 

the property was sold to the Right Rev. Alfred Lee, DD. 

LL.D., first Protestant Episcopal Bishop of Delaware. 

Bishop Lee remodeled and m~~•J'lll'tx•m enlarged the stone 

masonry residence, and it was purchased in 1887 by the 

diocese of his church. It has since been the residence 

of the Protestant Episcopal Bishops of Delaware, hence 

the name "Bishopstead." The quaint little private chapel 

of red brick which adjoins the mansion was erected in 

1890. 
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. st. Andrew• Cemetery-. 

File No• 624 ,._~I 

st. Andren (Proteatant Episcopal. Churoh) Cemetery

eatabliahed in 1829. The burial 8l'Oun4 ia a very amal.1 

one which bu only a tew old tombatonea to 1ndent11'J" the 

grav••• It 1a located on Shiplft7 street on the south 

aide ot th ehurch which 1a on the corner or Shipley and 

Eighth streets. 

Among t.hoae interred here 1a Dr. John Lofland. H 

waa a poet, and writer on several nenpapera. In 18'7 he 

wu uaociate editor ot the "Blue Rena Chicken" and wrote 

a gr at many ator1ee and sketch•• tor that paper under 

the pen name ot the "1111.t"ord Bard"• He ... bol"ll 1n 1798J 

and died at W11a5ngton Januar7 21, 1849. '1'he 1ltord Bard 

... perhapa Delaware•• eateat poet. Hia poema and atoriea 

••re collected in several a4d1t1ona and 1a now a collectora 

it•. 

Bibliography 

Generalogical H1atory ot Del. 

Conrad - Hiatory ot the State ot Delaware 

Peraonal inveatigat1on. 





Sub 1ttcd rewritt n by: J. 

FRIE IDS' MEETING 
oft ·• side of 
est Street be

tween • Fourth 
and • Fifth 
Streets. 

e ney 

Open for Servic sonly 
I, 

i , 

:i. 3( 

File o. 622 

The F'r1ends • eet1ng ias erected 1n l ? to replace 

another meetin •house t t stood on the same site since 

1748, hen the ori inal eet ng•house directly opposite acrosa 

est Str twas converted into the Friends' School after ten 

years of existence. ~tis b 1lt of' red brick with a ridge root, 

and it ls typical of the meeting•housea of this locality. Its 

interior is especially interesting, having vertical sl1d1 parti

tions to permit separate wrship tor men and women., Regular 

servic s are held in the me t1ng•house on Sundays at U.00 A.• 
and its interior may be examined on such occaaiona. On other 

days it may be entered by appointment with the a cretary of the 

Friends' School, during school hours. 

eston Blake, architect 
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BISHOPSTEAD MANSION, formerly tt INGLESIDE0 

offs. side of w. Fourteenth Street at 
Orange Street. 
Private Residence 

The original form of this dwelling was built in 1742 

by Oliver Canby, who obtained possession of the old Timothy 

Stidham mill and carried on an extensive flour milling business. 

( The Stidham mill stood on the souths ide of the Old King's 

Road, now Adams street and was the first mill on the creek 

west of Market Street.) After Oliver's death, his son, Samuel, 

lived at 11 Ingleside 11 until 1800, when he moved to his new home 

at the NW. corner of Fourteenth and Market Streets. In 1841 the 

property was sold to the Right Rev. Alfred Lee, DD. LL. D., 

first Protestant Episcopal Bishop or Delaware. Bishop Lee 

remodeled and enlarged the stone masonry residence, and it 

was purchased in 1887 by the diocese of his church. It has 

since been the residence of the Protestant Episcopal Bishops 

of Delaware, hence the nar.ie nBishopstead. 11 The quaint little 

private chapel of red brick which adjoins the mansion was erect

ed in 1890. 



Inside: Historical D tea 1638-19~0 

H LY TRI ITY (OLDS • ES) CHURCH 

W1lm1n ton, Delaware 

Conaecra 1T n t Sun y, 1699 

irat Church 1n t 

D•lawar 

irst City of th irat tate 



l. 

H1ator1cal Sketoh 

l6ZS Arrival of the tlrat Swedish Colony 1n er1ca on the 
atern bank ot the Delaware River• landing at the Rocke 
the Chr1at1ana River. • u.lar services instituted 1n 

Port Cbr1at1na. Th• burial ground tor the tort being part 
of the r aent. urch yard. 

1655 Port Ohr1 t1na bea1e ed. by the Du ch under Pet r Stuyvesant, 
one ot hla batteri•a of thr• guns being placed on site ot 
preaent church. 

16 7 Building ot the wood.en Church at Cranehook. 1 ar the 
ot the Cbr1at1ana River. 

outh 

l 98 Kay es. Laying of the corneratone of the present Church 
build • 

1699 June'• Trinity Sunday. Consecration of the Church. The 
Church• when oo leted~ cons1 ted of the tour wall• and root. 
without porch••• gallery or tower. 'lbe weat-en4 gable wu 
11.ke he pr ent eut-en.d. 

17 50 (about) . Erection of th south porch and the two a4di t1 ona 
on the north to prevent further apr ading of the aide wal la. 

177, Er ction of th &1.lery witb outside ata1ra thereto. 

1777 TWo companies of 1t1ah aoldier1 quart rlkl 1n Church. 

1802 ~ct1on ot the tower and b ltry. 

l 30 servioea d1acont1nued, the congregation having built a church 
at N. E. Corner of Pitth and King atr eta. 

1842 Church repaired and reopened. tor worah·· p, pewa r oved, 
xcept 1n the galler, wood noor laid. 

1899 Renovation, Re torat1on and Bi-Centennial Cele ration. BelfrJ 
rebuilt and nn oot put on. Sta1rcue to galleey. p- 1n 
accord with original 4ea1gn and arrangaent, and brick alal••• 
restored. pit r placed to 1ta tlrat position, and nn 

ble J.ltar erected, enclosing the original one. 

1916 Presentation of .ooo a• an addition to th Holy 'l'rinlty 
( ld wedea) Church Permanent Fund. 

1924 Jun 15, Trinity un~. celebration 225th anniveraary. 

1927 Gitt of a v1oar • by th late Willia duPont. 

1930 ew l.igb.ta, the ft ot Kr. and .Mra. Henry B. Thompaon. 
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The Old Presbyterian Church Bldg.(lr Colonial Dames' 

House is located in Brandywine Park SE. of 

section of t~e park drive and West Street. 
'-t "' 1 ~~ ",J,H?;,. - ~ , I 

bPi-Ok wttb.4a gambrel roof, it was formerly located 

on the east side of Market Street just south of Tenth 

Street, where it was built in 1740 when the Presbyterian 

Church desired to erec t its first house of worship in 

Wilmington. In 1840 the original building was not 

large enough for the congregation so it was used as a 

parochial school when a new church was erected slightly 

farther south on the same lot. The Delaware Historical 

Society made the first building their headquarters in 

1878 and used it as such until 1912 or 1914. In 1919 

a committee of the Colonial Dames and the Daughters of 

the American Revolution had it removed to its present 

s t te where it is preserved as a historic house by the 

Colonial Dames. 

-- ( The Bishopstead Mansion, formerly "Ingleside," is situ-

ated on the south side of W. Fourteenth Street at 

Orange Street. It was first built in 1742 by Oliver 

Canby, who obtained possession of the old Timothy 

Stidham mill and carried on an extensive flour milling 

business. The Stidham mill stood on the south side of 

Brandywine Creek at the Old King's Road, now Adams 
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Street, and it was the first mill on the creek west 

of Market Street. After Oliver Canby's death, his 

son, Samuel, lived at Ingleside until 1800, when he 

moved to his new home at the NW. corner of Fourteenth 

and Market Streets. In 1841, Ingleside was sold to 

the Right Rev. Alfred Lee, DD. LL.D., first Protestant 

Episcopal Bishop of Delaware. Bishop Lee remooeled 

and modernized the stone masonry house, and it was 

purchased in 1887 by the Protestant Episcopal 

Diocese of Delaware. It has since been the residence 

of the bishops of that church, hence the name Bishop

stead. The quaint little private chapel of red brick 

which adjoins the mansion was erected in 1890. 

{/"' 

The Latimer House, 1700 Maryland Avenue, is the stately 

mansion of stone masonry situated off the south side of 

the Newport Pike about 1/2 mile from the city line. 

It was first built by William Warner, a 

member of one of Wilmington's oldest families. From 

him it passed through the ownership of Robert Andrews 

and his heirs to John R. Latimer, who had sufficient 

wealth to make the estate a place of enviable beauty. 

The latter's father, Dr. Henry Latimer, was a skillful 

physician who practiced in Wilmington and served as a 

surgeon in the War of the Revolution. Afterwards he 

served successively as U.S. Rep. and U.S. Senator 

from Delaware. James Latimer, John R. Latimer's 

grandfather and Dr. Latimer's father, came to America 



,.._ 
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and settled at Newport in 1736. He became one of the 
..,,/Af.. I 

leading men in Delaware and , hlough his influence 

Newport for a time rivaled Wilmington in shipping and 

trade. When John R. Latimer died his brother Henry 

inherited the Latimer House in which he in turn died 
? 

in 1885. The house and grounds are now under the 

supervision of a caretaker employed by a descendant 

relative of the Latimer family. -

-The Hilton House, 805 N. Broom Street, stands on a site 

which was occupied by Bancroft Woodcock, a silversmith, 

as early as 1765. In 1789 it was considered by a com

mittee of Congress as a site for the nation's capital. 

Then it was called "Federal Hill,n "Capital Hill," and 

sometimes "Bellevue." In 1792 the estate was acquired 

by Dr. James Tilton who was a surgeon in the Continental 

Army, and became; Surgeon Gen. in the War of 1812. 

He built the original form of the present house with 

local gran:te, in 1802. In 1852 Charles W. Howland 

became owner of the Tilton House and, in 1856, made 

extensive alterations which included the adding of a 

tower, porches, and porte-cochere. He a~ao chan6ed its 

name to Hilton. The property was later successively 

owned by J. Danforth Bush and Francis V. duPont who 

improved it to its present condition. Mr. duPont leaed 

the Hilton House to the Univ. Club of Wilmington in 

1935. 



/ 
The Joseph Tatnall House, 1803 Market Street, was built 

in 1770 by Joseph Tatnall who founded the Tatnall flour 

mills on the Brandywine and supplied flour to the 

Continental Army when other millers ceased operations • 1--~ 
least their mi~ls be destroyed by the British. 

This venerable old stone masonry house wasr Anthony 

Wayne's headquarters in 1777. Generals Washington, 

Lafayette, Wayne and other officers held conferences 

there before the Battle of Brandywine. After the 

Battle of Chadd's Ford the house was occupied by the 

British. Shortly after being elected President, 

Washington passed through Wilmington. He stopped at 

Joseph Tatnall's house to thank him for his patriotic 

services and not finding him there he walked down to 

the mi 115 to see him. 

/ The Delaware Academy of Medicine 4ri'dg., situated off 

the north side of Lovering Ave. just east of where it 

is intersected by Union~ Street,is JtP;~ _reconstructed 

Delaware Bank Bldg. which was built in 1816 at Sixth 

and Market Streets, and moved to its present location 

in 1931. The Delaware Bank, the first in the State, 

was incorporated in 1795. Joseph Tatnall was its first 

president and director. Before the buildlng at Sixth 

and Market Streets was built, the bank was housed at 

the NW. corner of Fourth and Market Streets. 
~ 
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The Brandywine Academy Bldg., 5 Vandever Ave., was 
Af ~---~ 

Brandywine Academy, which first 
I • • • • 

. :e • • • • . • ; ; t ; ' . :. 
; • • •• = :; . . • • : . • • - . 
ated a second time under the title "English and 

Classical Academy." The building now houses the 

• • 

Brandywine Branch of the 

Library - which is open from 

Institute Free 

P.M. ~ 

* A stone which apparently was built into the building 
states that it was founded in 1798, and J.Thos. Scharf's 
History of Delaware, vol.II, p.689 states it was founded 
in 1799. 

The Banning House, 809 s. Broom Street, wa s built in 

1812 by Joseph Robinson. After changing owners 

several times, the house and grounds were sold to 

James Bird, father of Levy C. Bird and Gen, Charles 

Bird. The Birds lived there until 1861 when they sold 

the estate to Henry G. Banning, father of a recent 

owner, former President of Council James L. Banning. 

The National Society of Colonial Dames was organized 

in the south parlor of the Banning House on May 19, 

1892. Mrs. Henry G. Banning was first president of 

I; : Ii ,, ,, , ~., ,,,, 

Society. The Banning property was purchased on 

September 21, 1922 by St. Elizabeth's Roman Catholic 

Parish and the parish priest, Father William Temple, 

now resides there. Although the house is not open to 
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the public in the general sense of this phrase, 

Father Temple graciously permits an inspection of 

it to persons interested in its history. In the 

house ean be seen the old staircase just as it was 

built in 1812, the Scarlet Fan of old Jeorgian 

Design on the main doorway, the solid shutters, and 

the old mantel on the second floor. The woodwork 

is hand fluted throughout, and the heavy flooring 

and joists are in the same condition as if they 

were just laid. 

:./' 
The Friends' School, on the east side of West Street 

between Fourth and Fifth Streets, is the oldest school 

having a continuous existence in the State. In 1738, 

three years after the first member of the Society of 

Friends settled on "Quaker Hill," a one-story house 

of worship, or meeting-house, was built by the society 

on this location. Ten years later, in 1748, the Friends 

opened their first school in Wilmington in this small 

building. Every year since then many children have 

received in it an elementary English education,and in 

1786 English grammar, Latin, Greek and other branches 

of higher education were added to the curriculum. In 

1883 the bu lding was remodeled, as it was too small 

for the number of pupils. O~her minor changes and 

additions were made from time to time. Plans are now 

made by the Scoiety of Frj_ends to erect a new school 

north of the city. / 
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1T!h~e:..J:F~r:i~e~n~d~s~'...]!;M~e~e~t~i~n~g~!!!!!!:~ with its adjacent cemetery 

occupies the city block bounded by West, Washington, 

Fourth, and Fifth Streets. It was erected in 1817 to 

replace another meeting-house which had stood on the 

same site since 1748, when the original meeting-house 
~c..-1. 

directly opposite across West~was converted into the 

Friends' School after ten years of existence. Regular 

services are held in the present meeting-house. The 

notables · interred in the cemetery include Thomas Garret, 

of Wilmington~;~o ~~~ a prominent leader in the 

"underground railroad" movement. When Garret died, the 

local Negro leaders drew the hearse bearing his body 

to the grave, as a sign of appreciation of his valiant 

service to their enslaved people • 

.:}f' ,,j a. ~'j~: i ''/ k f ..ltt /(.ft. )~ , t) ~ >e~ ,<{I r-u- ·.-t, ,,_,,,t h.,,, L"f, j:,,. <-t ;,.~-~ ,,,_ t ..yttc,~ 
,?,b:/4.~ .. ; 1~Zk-Hv j° ;; ; ,µ,// ,. f" • 11- ;-- ,(/•, 

#'#7 t,,, - ~ tf;; /~ ,./""i ~i,~/t,~r. 
✓ 
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Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

EARLY MECHANICAL MUSIC IN THE WILMIKGTON HOJ\.1E 

For some years, mechanical music has played a part in 

the home life• Fifty years ago in Wilmington it was the 

music-box. Some were encased in rare woods, which made them 

fitting companion pieces in the finest living quarters. The 

music given forth had a tinkling sound, more akin to that of 

a stringed instrument than to the piano or organ. Some of 

the larger boxes carred a repertoire of selections. The main 

cylinder of brass was studded with short metal points, which 

would contact other points as the main cylinder revolved,thus 

creating the music. A key on the side would shift the roll, 

and produce a new tune. 

Underneath the top cover was another of glass, through 

which one could see the machinery running. On the side, level 

with the glass cover, was a lever with which the mechanism was 

wound. Later on, another model of music-box came on the market, 

which resembled somewhat the phonograph made to sit on a table. 

The record was of metal, instead of composition, and when put 

down over the center post, took up most of the space. One 

novelty remembered was a music-box placed under the leather 

seat of the arm chair at the head of the dinner table. When 

seated, the pressure of the body would form a contact, which 

would start the mechanism, and create some curiosity as to 

where the music was coming from. 

The music-box was followed about 1910 by the first model 

YtJ 
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of a piano-player. A section was rolled up to the front of 

the piano, which contained the roll, with hammers which 

struck the keys. This was followed by another type where 

the roll was placed in the front of the piano over the key 

board. Levers were placed in handy position with which to 

make the music loud or soft, or change the tempo. Both of 

these types of piano-player were worked by the regular foot 

pedals. 

After these records had been run a number of times, the 

operator would become proficient in the proper shading. The 

piano-player was akin to the phonograph in that Qne had to 

keep on buying new records. The phonograph, and later the 

radio, the latter offering a broader field for music lovers, 

spelled the doom of these earlier contrivances. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 
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Wilmington of Fifty Years Ago :Z..lf · 

EARLY STREET SCENES 

The East side of Wilwington, with its children playing 

in the streets, the various hucksters crying their wares, the 

orran grinder and his monkey, the piano player, and occasion

ally a German band, made for a lively scene. luen drove &round 

selling kindling wood for tbe home fires, and the tank wagon 

peddled kerosene oil for the lamps. These, along with the 

itinerant ice cream and crab dealers, were a daily sight. The 

milkman carried the milk in a large can with bail handle, the 

measure hanging from tbe spout. 

The heavy ice wagon would go rumbling along, with its back 

step and the scales and ax handy for use. Except for the few 

vacant lots, the c~ildren played in the streets. All through 

the long summer days the boys would be busy with marbles, top 

spinning, kite-flying, and kick-the-wicket, and the girls with 

their jacks and hoop-rolling, occasionally joining hands in a 

ring and raising their lusty voices in "London Bridge is fall

ing down, 11 or "Ring around a Posey." 

The streets were lighted by gas, the lamp posts generally 

placed at the street intersections. ~en would go around with 

a short ladder at dusk and light them, and go around in the 

morning and put them out. This system of lighting was suc

ceeded by the arc light, two carbon pencils coming together 

within a large white china bowi. There would be much splutter

ing and dropping of sparks, and occasionally they ·would go out. 

llen would be busy through the nicht going around adjusting them. 

They were hung in tbe middle of the intersection, with a rope 
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Early Street Scenes 

attached to a nearby telephone pole for raising and lowering. 

Scenes on the city streets in the early days presented a 

different ap~earance than today, and pedestrians could cross 

the streets without endangering life or limb. The streets were 

paved with either cobblestones or belgian blocks, and the iron 

banded wheels furnished most of the street noise. Hitching posts 

were scattered around for the convenience of drivers, and step

ping-stones that the riders might more easily get in and out of 

the hish buggy. The only excitement on the streets was when a 

horse would run away, or the fire apparatus would go racing to 

a fire. 

The first horse-drawn street cars in 1864 were dinkey affairs, 

with straw in the aisle, and a small stove for heating. The pas

senger would go forward and put his fare in a box back of the 

driver and, if he needed chane_e, would get it in an envelope from 

the driver. Extra horses wo1.0 ld help draw the car up the steep 

incline on lower r1~arket and East Fourth Streets. The first elec

tric line· running from the corner of Tenth and r,:ar1ret to River

view Cemetery was such a departure from the old order that many 

were dubious, and some were allowed to ride free to show they 

were safe. The introduction of the electrics on West Eighth and 

Fourth Streets was a stimulus to the growth of that section at 

the crest of the hills. The early type of summer cars had seats 

running across the car, with running boards along the side to al

low for entrance and eyit, and to afford the conductor footing in 

collecting fares. Curtains were provided, to pull down in case 

of stormy weather. The conductor worked the car for fares, and 

would often extend little acts of courtesy to the regular patrons. 
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Early Street Scenes 

This led eventually to the custom of adding a small sum to the 

regular fare when paid around Christmas time, which the con

ductor would divide with the ~otorman. 

The slow tempo of street life, with the many shade trees, 

gave portions of even the business section a more restful at

mosphere than today. The section around Tenth and I.Carket, with 

the old First Presbyterian Church, the adjoining cemetery with 

its wealth of trees, and the little Historical Building now on 

the Park Drive, presented a restful aspect. On the low stone 

coping which enclosed the front of the cer::etery, many a weary 

traveler v1ould find rest from tl:e heat of a summer day. The 

lawyers with their green cloth bags, badge of their profession, 

most of wh om had their offices in that section, would be familiar 

figures going to and fro to the green stone Court House. 

When t he private "turn outs" of the v1ell-to-do, with their 

high stepping borses and fine trappinf s, would pass alcng the 

streets, they would be the cynosure of all eyes. In the winter 

time, with deep snow on the streets, tbese same people, with 

plumes on the dashboard of t1-e sleigh, and tuneful bells on the 

harness, would g ive the scene a festal air. At that time, French 

Street would be set aside for harness racing, the sport being 

popular at that time, with meets at Hazel Dell Park, where many 

business men entered their horses during the summer. 

Market Street would have its street attractions. At Fourth 

and 11:arket would be Jester with his high stand and flaming torch, 

selling corn salve and remedies for the ailing tooth. At Fifth 

would be the Salvation Army with its amateurish music; some came 

to jeer and others to stand in respectful silence. At Tenth and 
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Market, during the day, one might see a "wall fly" climbing 

up the side of the Du Pont building, or Blondin the tight-rope 

walker crossing the street on a wire stretched from the Court 

House to the opposite side. 

Market Street has changed in many ways, but nothing is 

missing that concerned so many people as the corner peanut stand, 

to be found on at least one corner of every intersection. It 

seems a misnomer to call them that, for they carried an assort

ment of fruits, ranged in pyramid form against the building wall. 

At no time would the sight of these stands seem more welcome than 

on a cold blustery night, when one's thoughts were bent on getting 

home to a warm fireside. They were always brightly lighted, not 

by for. Edison's newfangled incandesce.nts, but by flaring torches, 

whose flame bent and swayed with every breeze. Long before you 

scented their presence, you would hear the whistle of the escap

ing steam from the large metal roaster. In the winter months, as 

if to rive the peanut roaster competition, was the little round 

charcoal stove, with the small frying pan with perforated bottom 

sitting atop, full of fresh roasted chestnuts. The Italians 

seemed to have a monopoly of this business, more than one in the 

family waitinb on trade. 

King Street had its street market as today, and from Fifth 

to Eleventh was largely given up to residences. Many of the 

medical doctors and dentists had their offices and homes in the 

block from Seventh to Eighth. Since the East side of town was 

the more densely populated, with few telephones in the homes, 

these doctors were placed in closer contact with their patients. 

The blocks from Ninth to Eleventh contained ~~ny fine old homes, 
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with an abundance of shade trees. 

Even as far East as French Street were found prominent 

famil,ies in homes that today are in rr.ore or less decay. The 

wide street was taken advantage of for general travel, and with 

snow on the ground, was the scene of nruch spirited racing. 

Nothing so disturbed the tranquility of the early street 

scenes, as did the arrival of the automobile, in the early years 

of the century. When they first made their appearance, they 

were a curiosity, and scared the horses. Going out for a long 

ride was a venture, in which the riders would deck themselves 

out in long dusters, and the women would wear long veils to 

shield them from the wind and dust, as the closed car was not 

in evidence the first few years. When the car refused to func

tion, only the mechanically-inclined would dare tackle the works, 

and then it was necessary to get under the car and lie on one's 

back. Before Henry Ford placed his car in quantity production, 

at a price which placed it within the reach of those with a 

slender purse, most of the cars were owned by the well-to-do. 

The Lozier and Winton ranked among the higher priced cars of the 

early days. 

With the passing of the horse from the city streets went 

many of the callings associated with them. At the numerous 

"horse marts," where sales of mostly old spavined horses would 

take place, DBnt many a person would stop to watch the horse

shoer and whiff the pungent odor of hot iton and burning hoof. 

The harness maker also supplied the accessories of the team, 

such as tbe robes and wbip, etc. The carriage building trade, 

which occupied a prominent place in our industrial system, along 



-6- Wilmington of Fifty Years 
Early Street Scenes 

with wheel factories which supplied them, are a thing of the 

past. 

With the arrival of the motorcar carre new trades and bus

inesses to take the place of those wbich had disappeared with 

the horse. The stable beca~e a garage, and oil pumps appeared 

in a small way; the oil pumps were apt to be small affairs in

closed in a cupboard, and tended by a storekeeper, to whom this 

was only one of his chores. The modern oil station with its 

service did not arrive for some time. The traffic and parking 

laws are all a development of the modern trend. Will Rogers 

offered a solution of the traffic problem to have the traffic 

run East and West one day, and North and South the next. 
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INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE 

'.1-l ·7 
Wilmington Fifty Years Ago 

The large car and shipbuilding companies of Wilmington 

once employed many men, and were the pride of the city. Those 

who traveled either at home or abroad, would often see the 

local products, and feel they came from no mean city. The 

leather-making plants, of which there were about fourteen at 

that tirre, mostly small, were also noted for the excellence of 

their product. There were numerous machinery-making firms, 

each with its own specialty. Many of the leaders in these in

dustries were associated with the churches and fraternal organ

izations, and they and their firms were topics of interest in 

manv homes • .. 
In those :>7Bars, the activities of the port were more ex

tensive than today. The Bush and Warner Lines made daily trips 

to Philadelphia, with the freight carried on covered barges, 

powered by a tug. The Wilson Line carried both passengers and 

freight, and made numerous daily trips. Ships came from far 

places, bringing ice from Maine, and raw products to the various 

industries. The Pennsylvania R.R. freight yard was at that 

time at what was lnown as "West Yard," along the main tracks, 

a short way from Maryland Avenue. All the freight trains went 

through the city, there being no cutoff. 

With the passing of that early water-borne traffic, many 

of the firms catering to that trade ~lso disappeared. Thomas 

Drein and Sons, of Water and Tatnall, supplied life boats; R. w. 
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Birnie,and Son furnished sails; and George w. Stone, of 13 

Water Street, ship chandlery, which comprised chains, rops, 

anchors, etc. Water Street disappeared when the railroad was 

elevated through the city. On the nortn side were a few business 

houses, interspersed with tumble-down shanties. On the opposite 

side were the Bush and Waner coal yards, along with a few smaller 

firms of the same type. 

The early industrial plants lacked the pleasant surround

ings of those today. Few women were in evidence there, and no 

public agency sought to ~~ke their lot a happy and healthier 

one. The hours of work were from seven in the morning to six 

at night, with three-quarters of an hour at noon ror lunch. 

Work stopped at 4:30 on Saturday, which made a sixty hour week. 

Most of the workmen were of Irish, English, or German birth, 

the Polish and Jewish element not being much in evidence until 

1900. 

Up to fifty years ago, the work in the leather-making plants 

was mostly by hand, and ten or twelve dollars a week was thought 

fair wages. That period saw the introduction of machinery, which 

has increased in efficiency and type, until today little of the 

work is done by hand. 

The plant of the Chicago Electric Wire Company, now the 

Electric Hose and Rubber, was one of the main concerns in 1891. 

It was controlled by Henry Cobb and his sons. They made elec

tric wiring for indoor and outdoor use, and their product found 

a ready sale. 

The offices of these concerns differed somewhat from those 

today. The typist had not arrived with her lipstick or compact, 



-3- Wilmington Fifty Years 

and the bookkeeper dominated the scene, walking back and forth 

before his high desk, with the books spread out before him. 

The letters were all written in longhand, in a script which would 

put to shame much of the penmanship of today. The letters were 

put in a copybook, with one page dampened to receive the letter, 

and the book put in a press, and left for a few minutes. The 

record of these letters were preserved for years. 

Fifty years ago, Wilmington had a few factories for the 

manufacture of low priced shoes for women and children. That 

was the period which saw the last of the men's high boots, and 

the old-fashioned cordwainers who made them. Ready-made shoes, 

like clothing, had not reached the perfection in making or range 

of styles found later, and generally those with ample means wore 

custom-made shoes. 

The makers of the latter generally combined such work with 

the repairing of shoes, and often had a store where they retailed 

the ready-to-wear-type. Burns and Monaghan, whose store was at 617 

~~rket Street, had a fine reputation for their custom-made shoes. 

William H. Babcock, William Boddy and Son, and Condon and McCarty 

appear in the early list of shoe makers. The name of Condon was 

associated with the retail shoe business at 919 Market up to a 

few years ago. 

In recounting the early industries of the city, mention 

should be made of the several breweries, the Joseph Stoeckle 

plant, at Fifth and Adams, the Bavarian, at Fifth and du Pont, 

of whlch John Lengel was proprietor, and the brewery of the 

Hartman and Fahrenbach Company of Lovering Avenue and du Pont. 
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Their product had high standing, and the German proprietors 

were counted as leading citizens. 

Their large wagons, drawn by heavy draft horses, were a 

familiar sight on the city streets. The old country Germans 

were more in evidence in those days, and many of them conducted 

the corner saloons. They brought from their native land a type 

of sociability which found expression in beer and song. Many 

a person has stopped to watch the cooling machinery, its pipes 

covered with frost. Artificial ice-making or cooling was more 

of a novelty then than it is today. 

Prohibition put a crimp in the manufacture and sale of beer, 

and the majority of the brewers, rather than make an inferior 

article, shut down entirely. The plant at Fifth and du Pont, 

under new management, carried on a business in near beer, under such 

trade names as Ambrosia, which more than once threatened to 

bring them into conflict with the Federal Statues. 

Wilmin€ton held a pre-eminent place in the manufacture of 

carriages and cabs, and the work called for high-class artisans. 

The McLear and Kendall plant, at the S. E. corner of Ninth and 

King, and the F. J. Clymer factory at Third and Orange, stand 

out as leaders in that industry, followed by the names of Ham

mond, Green, Cahill, Merrick, and a host of others through the 

years_ The wheel-making was a separate trade, as well as the 

springs, and a number of firms were devoted to that work. 

While new enterprises have taken the place of the old concerns, 

that ma.de Wilmington an industrial center, the workmen in the 

wooden car, shipbuilding and various machine making plants, bulked 
large in the city's population, and were the mainstay of the 
churches and fraternal organizations. 
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KING STREET IN THE EARLY YEARS 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

King Street fifty years or more ago was nearly as 

prominent a business street as Market. Along the length of 

this street, from Second to Nint_h, were centered many of the 

millinery stores, doctors and dentists' residences and offices, 

the leading butchers, the Post Office and departments of the 

City government, two of the leading churches, the Republican 

and Lawyers Clubs, as well as other lines of business. 

On the S.E. corner of King at Second was the drug store 

of Dr. N. B. Morrison, and on the r. E. corner the offices 

of the Kennebec Ice and Coal Company, controlled at that time 

by Jacob Pusey and his sons, one of them being Edward R. Pusey, 

whose death on a burning boat, off the Carolina coast, is well 

remembered. Later, this concern was taken over by Miller Stradley, 

father of Wilmer Stradley, of the Diamond Ice and Coal Company. 

Miss Kirby at 200 King Street, and Alice Hayes, at 204, 

milliners, will be remembered by the older generation of Wil

mington women. The shop of Edward Melchoir, gunemith, was the 

meeting place for those who were interested in gunning and fish

ing, along with W. H. Hartlove•s store, of the same type, at 

Third and French. Edgar B. Riley's notion store was at 228 King. 

On the s. w. corner of Third was one of the numerous market 

houses, where farmers rented stalls, and some local butchers also 

rented stalls as regular places of business. Another market 

house was in the center of Second Street, running from King 

to Market, with an open street down each side. 
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On the s. E. corner of King at Third was the plant of 

the Daily Republican, published by George Vernon and his sons. 

tt 302 King was the drug store of Taylor and Fullerton; the wine 

shop of William Alsentzer was located a few doors above, the 

place well lined with casks, where you could imbibe, or take 

it home with you. Charles s. Middleton's store on the s. E. 

corner of King at Fourth, was a grocery store noted for the 

salt mackerel carried. On the N. E. corner, was the drug 

store of Dr. J. Simms and Son, both very stout men. At 404 

King was the jewelry store of J. Clayton Massey, still being 

conducted by one of the family. At 410 King was the J. and J. N. 

Harman furniture store, one of the leading stores in that line. 

Robert Harman, the lawyer, is one of the sons of that family. 

On the West side of King, at 413, was the china store of I. Lewis 

Row, and two doors above, the wall paper store of Clifford 

Greenman. Frank Roop Smith conducted a drug store, at the N. w. 
corner of Fifth, and J. R. E. Montgomery's shoe store was close 

by, these two stores being in the rear of the Clayton House 

building. Mr. Montgomery was the father of Joseph Montgomery, 

the Jeweler now in business at 229 Market Street. At 509 King 

was the grocery store of William E. Frank, one of the leading 

stores in that line in the City. 

On the N. E. corner of King at Fifth was the site of 

Trinity Church, now located at Delaware Avenue and Adams. From 

there on to the Post Office, at Sixth, were several large houses, 

whose stateliness has been destroyed by age, and alteration 

into stores. In the first house (504) lived Ellen Coxe Bush, 
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mother of Mrs. Henry s. McComb, of Eleventh and Market streets. 

At 508 was the office and residence of Dr. John K. Brown, the 

dentist, who was noted as a lover of fine horses. At that period 

and before, Hazel Dell Trotting Park, out in the neighborhood 

of the present Marine Terminal, was the scene of much harness 

racing. 

On the s. E. corner of King at Sixth was the old post

office, still standing, and on the s. w. corner, was the building 

containing some of the sub-divisions of the City government. 

On the N. w. corner was the old Hanover Presbyterian Church, 

its appearance preserved for all time by the paintings of the 

artist, Robert Shaw. The Reverend Lafayette Marks was pastor 

of this church for some years, one daughter, M:rs. Henry Pyle now 

living in Wilmington, and a son, Albert Marks, living in Phila

delphia. 

On the N. E. corner of King at Seventh was the wholesale 

grocery store of George w. Lodge and Son. On both sides of 

King, between Seventh and Eighth, were numerous doctors and 

dentists, many of whom later on, moved to Washington or west 

Street. Among them were J. Harmer Rile at 718, William G. 

Winner at 720, Drs. L. and L.A. Kittenger at 728, Dr. John P. 

Wales at the corner. Dr. Wales was at one time Mayor of the 

City, and was the father of Judge Leonard E. Wales and Miss Isabel 

Wales. 

On the West side of King, near Eighth, was the Central 

· Presbyterian Church, which recalls an incident of years ago. 

A daughter of Dr. Lewis P. Bush, of 612 French Street, taught a 

class of Chinamen at Central Sunday-school, and two or more of 
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the Chinamen could come to her home every Sunday, and escort 

her to the church. Across Eighth street, at 802, was the home 

of Dr. Josephine M. R. White, who practiced medicine in Wil

mington for about fifty-five years. The Rep~blican Club held forth 

at 810, as today, preaching the same doctrine, but with different 

trimmings. On the s. E. corner of King, at Ninth, was the large 

carriage factory of McLear and Kendall, and occupied today 

by the Wilmington Furniture Company. 

The square from Tenth to Eleventh, on the East side, was 

a far more restful looking one than today. The Hilles family 

occupied the first two houses at Tenth, the Dental Factory, the 

Lawyers Club, the Old School Baptist Church, and the Riddle 

home completing that side of the square. The opposite side 

was taken up by the New Castle County Courthouse. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 



Wm. H. Forbes 
October 11, 1940 

THE LEGAL PROFESSION FIFTY 1'EARS AGO 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

Wilmington has always fared well in the caliber of its 

lawyers. William s. -Hilles, member of an old Quaker family, 

won renown as counsel for the defendants in the du Pont barn 

burning case, in 1891. J. Frank Ball, about that time Judge 

of the Municipal Court, and Anthony Higgins, who was au. s. 
Senator, had offices in what had been private homes, on Mar

ket Street, near Ninth. In the Lore building, which was the 

only semblance of an office building at that time, were the 

law offices of Willard Saulsbury, Victor du Pont, and Francis 

H. Hoffecker. James W. Ponder, whose father was Governor of 

the State from 1871 to 1875, studied law in Mr. Saulsbury1 s 

office in 1891. Judge Ignatius Grubb had his offices in the 

Bayard building at the N.E. corner of Ninth and Market. This 

was the old home of the Bayard family, and later on an annex 

was built in what had been the rear yard on Ninth Street. 

Levi c. Bird, and his associate Andrew E. Sanborn, had 

their offices on Market Street, near Eleventh. Mr. Bird was 

a relative by marriage to Thomas F. Bayard, and when the latter 

was Ambassador to St. James, during the administration of 

Grover Cleveland, Mr. Bird paid a visit to London. Mr. Bird 

was rather a sporty dresser, generally wearing fancy vests. 

His "turnouts," with coachman on the box, attracted a great 

amount of attent ion. Lewis c. Vandegrift was an able lawyer 

and a man of vigorous appearance. He married into the Garrett 
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family, who were the founders of the Edge Moor Iron Com

pany, the original firm being known as Sellers and Garrett. 

A local young man, Curtis c. Cooper, studied law at 

Columbia University, and came home with the idea of hanging 

out his shingle. He failed in his examination, as they 

largely concerned the old English Common Law, with which he 

was not so familiar. He later joined the legal staff of the 

Du Pont Company, and still later was president of the General 

Motors Acceptance Corporation. One lawyer who neither in ap

pearance nor ethics conformed to the high standards of the 

local bar was Robert Adair. His father conducted a furniture 

store on lower Market Street, and the son was a clerk in the 

Wilmington and Brandywine Bank. Advancement in the banks at 

that tirr.e was rather slow, and he resigned to study law. Be

fore he died in 1939, he managed to be disbarred from the 

Delaware courts more than once, but always seemed to be busy. 

The family home was at Eighteenth and Washington, the present 

home of the Jewish Synagogue. Adair married the daughter of 

Dr. Naudain, and for some time he and his wife carried on 

welfare work among the!X)or children of a section of the city 

in the daya when that work was not so well organized as today. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 



Wm. H. Forbes 
October 16, 1940 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

LIF'E INSURANCE SELLING F::i:FTY YEARS AGO 

Fifty years ago, the sellin6 of life insurance was not as 

complicated a matter as it ls today, but it required more educa

tional work • . Today, insurance is looked upon as a good invest

ment, whether it be a family or a business proposition. For 

tbose who objected to investing their money in something where 

they had to "die to win," the endowment po:J_icies were inaugu

rated, and from that time until today, the life insurance 

companies have added features which take care of every human 

need. 

Charles K. Zirrnnerman, who had formerly been a clerk for 

the Pennsylvania Railroad, was one of the ~arly solicitors with 

the New York Life. Aubrey Vandever, father-in-law of E.C. Huber, 

at present resident agent of t}:e Mutual Life, was an early 

member of the same company. He was a vigorous little man with 

white hair, and an optimist. He had some rather pretty daughters, 

whom he valued at a million dollars apiece, which he said rated 

him a millionare. His ~ife was the sister of Harvey Hoffecker, 

who was Prothonotary of the State Court for some years. Mr. 

Vandever was also active at Brandywine Summit Camp every summer. 

The insurance solicitors have a repu1:£tion 1 r},ich makes them 

in great demand in all the city's campaigns for funds. Their 

work is of a different ty,e than the majority of selling, and 

is making an appeal to college graduates. 

Reference: Personal Recollections 
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G.,; G. Ihouron ,. ~oints of Interest 
'June 14., 1937. 

1. surrounded by buildings housing the city's administrative, 

financis.1_; and cultural ac ti vi ties RODNEY S TJARE.Joccupying the block 

bounded S. by 10th St., N. by 11th St., W. by Market St • ., and E. by 

King st. since if[s completion in 1921 has become the heart of Wil

mington's c1vic center. 

Occupying a little more than 1½ acres., the land that is now 

carefully landscaped and bordered by tulips in the spring and roses 
;, . 

in June was from 1827 to 1880 used as a reservoir, the first in the~ i 

city. In 1880., to prepare for the County Court house that was to ✓ 

occupy the site., the reservoir was filled in wit~ many wagon- loads 

of scran iron and junk and leveled off with the soil that formed 

the levfes. 1919 st;tw the demolition of the County Court House, a, 

large two-story structure., constructed for the most part of green 

stone, known as Chester County ,ierpentine and once considered an out

standing building of the State. The community's growth necessitated 

larger quarters and the county offices and courts were transferred 

to the Public Building, erected in 1916 (see Public Buildings p. ) 

In preparation for the Square the land was dug out to the King Street 

level and only a clay subsoil was left on the border. To the result

ing unhealthy soil condit:on local crltics attribute the turning yellow 

of the foliage each July, as if seared by fire., of the double row of 

young lindens bordering the square. Tree specialists., however, say the 

trouble is caused by " •.•• unfriendly environment both as to the ex-

cessive heat and abnormal impregnation of the air by gas fumes of motor 

vehicles. 11 

Title to the land was purchased from the county in 1917 for 

~)75, 000. The improvements cost :n,79., 234.66. This latter sum was 

greatly in excess of tbe original estimates. Towa1'ds the fund 
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<i 
Irenee duPont contributed $22,500 and the du~ont Company $10,000. 

The two drinking fountains were gifts of the W.ilmington .Fo~tain 
rr...... crhc... 0r1. t::l. u:... ~ s-t.,.__;1-~ '4 e,,{_u l I,.(,. t -io t v dCUt . , Ft, 

Society. m tl... +c ~~ , "x•-.d.- ,,_.r ,,;_~, l-. cl~ • ct, Crt--c_ ~ 07'1-'.~" · C -1~~~....:.i I..-{.o A-4t:t,J.u.t Cl,l /~~ " ... .tAA~ e>fi,w ~ (!j 

Dedicated July 4, 19231 and situated on the West side of the 

signed, according to the inscription on 1ts granite 

commemorate Caesar Rodney's ride to Philadelphia to cast Delaware's 

vote for Independence July 3 and 4, 1776." A bronze bas-relief 

on the east side of the pedestal bears below it the legend, "Caesar 

Rodney, arriving at Philadelphia, is greeted by Thomas McKean, July 

4, 1776. 11 Another on the west side of the statue pictures "Rodney 

casting ¥~ vote in Independence Hall, July 4, 1776, 11 aad vdtb ti:1e,5e 

wor4s quot~h1.m as saying "As I believe the voice of my constituents 

and of all sensible and honest m~n is in favor of independence, my 
' 

own judgment concurs with them, I vote for jndependence. 11 

~ ~w.k¼ r6 
For eight ye~s~the committee struggled before sufficient funds 

were collected. Finally successful, they still differed as to how 

the riding Rodney should be portraJed. At the time of his famous 

ride 11 the lone horseman" was suffering with a cancerous nose, and 

wore a green handkerchief for protection against the dusty roads. 

The Committee determined that the statue should show his face 

uncovered. Further dispute arose as to whether Rodney's starting 

point was from Dover or Lewes, and whether le did not arrive in 

Philadelphia on July 2nd rather than July 4, 1776. The latter was the 

date chosen by the Committee, although most historians now agree that 
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he arrived in Philadelphia on July 2, 17? 6, and that his starting 

point was "ByfieldJ' his home and birthplace in Kent County ( see Tour 

#2). His vote was vitally necessary to break a tie existing between -

I 

the other two Delaware delegates to the Convention - Thomas McKean 

and George Read, the former being for independence, the latter against 

it. 

Be it legend or history, traditiol}\has it..J that, while the question 

of Independence was being hotly debated in the Continental Congress at 

Philadelphia, Rodney h~d to leave.,hurriedly for Sussex County to in-
(~ ~> . 

vestigate Lo~alist uprisings \'Vh.ile he and his militia were in Lewes, 

Rodney stayed at the Rowland home where Sarah Rowland, a beautiful Tory, 

so captivated him that he delayed longer than he properly should. McI~ean 

had dispatched three letters to Rodney which were intercepted by the 

beautiful Sarah. A fourth letter McKean sent at h:t s own expense by 

s pecial messenger. Receiving this at daybreak on July 3, Rodney im

mediately started his 140 mile ride to Philadelphia through intense 
- - - - --------- -- ----- - -------

heat and dust./Jre arrived barely in time for his affirmative to make ---- / the vote unanimous, thus presenting a united front, without which I~ 

dependence would have been impossible. 

Caesar Rodney (1728-1784) whom John Adams described as n • • • • 

the oddest looking man in the world; he is tall, thin and as slender 

as a reed}-- pal~.j His face is notbigger than a large applej yet 

there is sens~f~)spirit, wit and humor in his countenance, 1' is one 

of Delaware's immortals. His services prior to and during the Revolu

tion were so valt able to the State and cause of independence that when 

Delaware was asked to choose statues of two of her sons to represent 

the State in Statuary Hall, Washington, D. C., Rodney and John M. 
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File No.617 
Submitted by: Jerry Sweeney, 

Rewritten by: Jerry Sweeney, 

( ),.fr4J 

Date 

MONUMENTS: 

• . April 291 1936. 

SOLDIERS' AND SAILORS' )10NUMENT 
in triangle formed by Delaware 
Ave., w. Fourteenth and N.Broom 
Streets. 

This monument consists of a (_-foot) tall marble 

shaft resting on a granitic base and surmounted by a ball 

on which is a bronze representation of an eagle strangling 

a snake. It faces Delaware Avenue. An inscription on 

the front side of its base reads: "In commemoration of 

Delaware's Patriotic Dead who sacrificed their lives for 

their country during the Rebellion of 1861-65." 

The shaft of the monument was formerly one of a 

number of columns of a bank building in Philadelphia; 

which was purchased by the u.s.Gov't., and demolished in 

1868. At that time the idea of converting the columns 

into memorials to those who died for the Union, was con

ceived by Alberts. Nones, of Wilmington, who was an 

officer of the 1st Del. Volunteer Inf. at the time of 

the Civil War. At Nones' suggestion, a congressman of 

Philadelphia introduced and secured the passage of a bill 

in Congress which permitted the use of the columns for 

the purpose. The u.s.Gov't also presented condemned brass 

cannon to the Soldiers' and Sailors' Monument Association, 

from which the symbolic eagle and snake were made and the 

citizens of Wilmington provided the site and base for the 

monument. It was unveiled on May 30, 1871. 



MONUMENTS: 
File No.617 
Page No.2 

As yet the cost of erecting the monument had not 

been fully met. Therefore, Eli Crozier, of Wilmington, 

who had supervised the erection, succeeded in collecting 

enough money for that purpose and the monument was dedi

cated on Memorial Day, May 291 1880. 
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Victor P. O~Keefe, 

September 21, 1937. 

Points of Interest 

Wilmington 

Governor Printz Boulevard - - Inset 

The GOVERNOR PRINTZ BOULEVARD, formerly the Northeast 

Boulevard, is a new_heavy duty highway through the city that was 

given its present title by the Delaware Legislature in 1937. It 

was named in honor of Lieutenant-Colonel Johan Printz, 4OO-pound 

third governor of the Swedes on the Delaware. In 1643 Printz 

made a survey of the whole river shore for the purpose of settle

ment and cultivation; some of the land covered in the survey now 

is included in the route of the highway. 

This boulevard, intended tor~lieve Market street of through 

cornmercial traffic, runs through the lower East Side of Wilmington 

to Cla-ymont where a connecting link joins it with the Philadelphia 

Pike, (US 13). Eventually, the State of Pennsylvania will extend 

the road to Philadelphia. 

In Wilmington the boulevard is routed through an industrial 

and an unattractive residential section, some of which is historic 

ground. At Eleventh Street it passes Kirkwood Park and crosses the 

Brandywine over the recently constructed Church Street Bridge. 

At this point there was, in the early days of the colony, 

an island extending a short distance up the Brandywine, sand from 

which was used in constructing the walls of Old Swede's Church. Near 

the close of the Civil War it became known as Thatcher's Island, 

having been included in a farm purchased by Albert and William 

Thatcher. Eventually the channel northeast of the island was filled 

in, so that it now is fast land. 



I 

-2- Governor Printz Boulevard 

North of the island is the George Gray public school, 

Price Run ParK and swirnm ng pool, and the Todd's Cut shops of 

the Pennsylvania Railroad. Beyond tne city limits, the highway 

parallels the Delaware River and1borders an attractive rural region. 



J.F. 1 Cuningham 
Sept~ 10, 1937 

OLD SWEDES 

Andera Prints 

ointa of Interest 
ilmington 

Acreliua, P• 181 - "A man, a native of Sweden, named Andera rinta, came 

hither in an Engliah ah1p. Hie said that he was a nephew ot Governor 

John Printz. He became at once acquainted with the swedes, hia countrr 

men, and was heartily welcomed by them •••••• '.l'hia Printz thua became 

informed u t o their condition, and then returned to Stockholm. '!'her, 

in a converaation w1 th John Thelin, secretary and poatmaater at G?>the

borg, he told about the Swedea in America - their condition, manner ot 

life, and their sore ne dot spiritual guidea ••••• He (Thelin)••• wrote 

a letter to the Swed a 1n .America••••••• 

THELIN'S LETTER TO AMERICA. 

nHighly-esteemed trianda and countrymen: The occasion which givea 

me the honor ot writing to you is, that during the past ye r I wu 1n 

Stockholm, where I tell into the eompany or one Andrew Printz, who tol4 

me, and othera alao 1n the c i ty, that he had been in an English ship 

to the West Indies, which I knew to be the tact•••••• 

Acreliua1 P• 200 - (Referring to the v:;1age ot Rudman, Biorck, and 

.,t..iren) - •1n their company on board the ship also went Andera Printz, 

ho had brought over the first meaa •from.America to Sweden 1n regard. 

to their desire tor ministers, whom the King had appointed tor their 

guide, aa has been already mentioned. (Note, I can tind no previaua 

mention of tr.iaJ J .c.). It was now his intention to accompany the• to 

America, and settle there." 

Acrel1ua1 P• 201 • "In the meantime (in London-J.C.) they loat their goo4 

friend Andera Prints, and never lmew what had become ot him, but auppoa 
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t at h h db en pr sed by som ship of war. In his place came another 

s de, Jonas Bjurstrom, hob came th 1r atten ant in common. On the 

th of F bruary, 1 97, they ft Lon on. I . 
F rr1a 1 E• 1 9 - bout th ye r 1 90, young man of the name of Andrew 

rintz, an h of their l t Gov rnor Printz, visited Delaware. His 

countrymen bailed th y uthtuJ, dv nturer with delight, and entertained 

him 1th J'"m hosp1t 1ty. He as from their 11.fatherland, 11 to many 

oft m the land of their birth • • • • To men at least, of tlose who 

crossed the ocean with th 1r first overnor, were y t living; old 

Andre Bonde, and Peter ambo; and many later adventurers, born in th 

"fatherland., it er yet on the stag of action. Young Printz returned 

to S eden, and t Gottenburg met 1th John Thelin, to hom he related 

the circumstances of his journey, and particularl of the discovery he 

had mad of settlement of "Old swedes," on the Delaware., who lived 

comfortably, had ood land, d elt together in harnxmy; and "used the 

olds edish y 1n everythin •" He said they had greatly rejoiced to 

s e one from their native country; wished to lmo o was the reigning 

kin; and expressed reat confidence that, if his m jesty knew of their 

1 ,ant of ministers, and odly book , h would supply their necessities.' 

Thelin as astmast rat Gottenberg, and bein an officer of the govern

ment., found means to oommunic te th1s information to his sovere1gp. 

Th kin, ho gr atly interested, r solved to grant their request, 

and srught for young Printz to make him the messenger .of is bounty. 

But young Printz h d vanish d. 11 

•err1s1 P• 151 ~ (Letter to John Thelin from Charles Springer of Christina, 

d ted ay 31, 1693): "Honoured, loving, and much respected friend, ·John 

Thelin, his ajesty 1s loyal subject, and Postmaster at Gottenbert:-
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"Your unexpected and welcome letter dated Oottenbers, Nov. 16, 

1692. came to hand the 234 of May. 1693• and made us heartilJ rejoice 

that it has pleased Almighty God., through that young man .Andrew Prints, 

to make known our condition to our b.-1ende 1n Sweden." (Goes on to 

request two Swedish ministers, Bibles, catechiaas., etc. 

(This letter was written by Springer. but signed b7 30 Swed.ea.) 
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File No.617 
Submitted by: J.E. Bero, 

Rewritten by: Jerry Sweeney, 

Date 

STATUES: 

: April 29, 1936. 

THOMAS FRANCIS BAYARD STATUE 
on Kentmere Parkway at the 
junction of Shallcross and 
Woodlawn Avenues. 

This bronze statue of Thomas Francis Bayard (1828-

-1898) stands on a granitic pedestal which is elevated three 

steps above the green and highest ground of Kentmere Parkway. 

It pictures Bayard in the conservative dress of his time, 

holding a cape on his left arm and a scroll in his right 

hand. The statue and pedestal are surrounded on the rear 

or westerly sides by a semi-circular granitic alcove. A 

bronze tablet on the -back of the pedestal gives a list of 

Bayard's most important positions in public life, including: 

"United States Senator from Delaware 1869-1885. Secretary 

of State of the United States 1885-1889. First United States 

Ambassador to Great Britian 1893-1897." Another tablet on 

the front of the pedestal gives the exact dates of Bayard's 

birth and death, (Oct.29,1828 and Sept.28,1898 respectively) 

together with the following quotation: 0 Baya.rd is the purest 

and most patriotic man I know." - Grover Cleveland. 

The statue was erected by the Bayard Memorial 

Association. It was unveiled and dedicated on June 22,1907: 

amongst the distinguished spealrnrs at the ceremony were 

Grover Cleveland and Theodore Roosevelt. 
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1 ce un 22., 1907. 1 e ic t1on address s re d 

on . ore r I 0 ' r ddresses fro eo ore 00 ev lt ., 
"' 

0 • rov r Clev l d , • • avis ., ( . s . s n tor f • 
n of t e 1 ing st t s n of t t e . 

Offic r of th ar morinl ssoc tion 'l r . . 
J . rv 1 I r si ent; • • Swift , ice- re i nt; 
nd ob rt • s r • 



Inscr tions upon t t 0 ls on t pd t l. 

" 

r oi yard 

or ct. 2 tl, 1 2 • 
t. 2th, l • 

e ur st d ost triotic 

I o n - rov r Cl v land. 

nit d t t Di trict ttorn £or 

1853 - 1857 

nit 

1 

t t .. n tor fro D 

5 

l r 

b r n t St ts ctori l C 1 sion 

1 77 

id nt ro-

1 l 

nited st ts s01 te 

ecr tr of' t te of th nited t tes 

1 u9 

rst nit d ct t ~ 

l 3 • l 97. 

" d 11 t s l bor an th se 1 o o s di 

s e e 

,, 
• ? 

I 
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0 s r c1 a , th .., ,con d only r-
viv1 son of As eton yard d Ann r ces, 
( r of t in nch r Ci , of' hila el 

C t 11 of troo _n t rican forces in t e 
olut on), b rn in 1 in to, ela r , ct. 2 , 

182. ic t. 2 , 189. 

arli r accounts of' r. r 's c stry t 
ba.c a OU 1505, ent oning • s i ur d ard as 

0 th 1 OUB 1 OS or _n is tr ce back, to 
11C of Du hi , 0 th d e.rtm nt oft e 

, in out st r ce bout Six e ru s fro 
tl ruins of Cl te u MO.V" 'K::. 

, werlt at is re ar d s 
th r le oft r C • A. i neur d th 

do tho hos, 
p 

t th ttle of oiti laine rs 
·n v in att t to prevent th ca t r o:f in John 

the Goo by th li h. is son f 1 in ob t iith 

th s e n my t 1ncourt, s lso his r ndson t on-

t ery. ut t e second scent as st id 1 knovm 

a.y rd, the 1, 1 t n ly i r u rr :11 s 1 neur d 

t· out f Hl.S t l f' 0 8 ta. n of Cl a.rles VIII, 
ou1s XII, d ra cisI, the l t er of 'I. 0 , af er e 

attl of r gnano, OU d r ce·ve t e honor of 1 t-
hood fro no hand but t at 01' ar • Int 

t r1 n r~ C S nd ror C l s v, o fell ort lly 
ou11ded c nd tin r tr at t the 0.S oft e 

si, ril 30th, 1524. As h l ft no rs, l is 

st t and nl, deac ded to tl next of kn, an the 
-r 

f 11 , Du rr 11, 'I s er din he terri orial 
e a rd. 



e 

on th d SC d t of r s r e t roe 

ot ers, C oms and c, 0 tbro.c d 

t e not f t • Durins t Pr cution ic 

ollo ss er of st. rt itl tho s 

oft e r f llo - b 11 v rs , fl d fro Fr nc nd took 

r fu n oll d , desc ndent st ll "i t . 

n of th s , onu 1 

C tury, rri Ann ke , 

s t sist r of 

t rd j 

0 h r br t r's 

r , 1c o as , an 

:;i · him fo th 

y 11, 1647 . 

r , rly in th S V t n· 

or Anne's du t r of 1th 

t r tu so.nt , 

ido 

nt , ,1th h r t r 

tr , o.n da.u it 

orld, l ndi 

rom tlese t 

v rnor of 

e ti 

s ns Bal 

r Cath rin 

t 

brot rs t rd , 

11 to yards n the nited St tes dece ed. tr 

oci t d hims lf it reli ious s ct k om s e 

er 

ba is a, but evidently with ran ro t 1 ommunity 

i anor , as h i in i1 0 l in 99 . 

f s u l , th on of tr s (or P tr) l a 

cal fter is n tural1z tion in ~ryland) , i 

l ttl r cor . se to on s 

anor f_ n so ct r1 tic of 

tho t s , o,...cup in 1 us , in hich 

his c ndant liv d till 17 • 1 in 

1721, l .vi t e so s , s l , et r Jru es , d 

0 tr, e.r Ann • 



0 5 

J s, t e th rd on, 

Vri ini, n o rr 

1 

rri d, ary 

: re bo 

o . 7 

to , f 

t 

J .es a eton. Jo n 11 el h , 

nd too n ctiv rt o t triotic s d t tb 

out r t of th evolution. as chairman of tle 

comm·tt e of nsp ction for th ounty of hil 1 1 , 

d croft pronow1ced hi , " t ot of sinr:ular 

urity of ch ctr nd d1sint r, to ness, p rso al 

br v , S V , rn st and devout" ( istor of tl e 
.., 

nit t t s VIII 0 ) · 

is br t r J s sh ton died ·n 176 , 

1 i t 'JO ons, tTObn t e s cond, 

t 1 tt r :i.nfant but t ;ro s ld . John ay 

h 1 r nl .. of Colon 1 in the Am rico.n r Y uri 

t e war oft e R volution, in ch l: di tingu sl ed 

lf by is conduct and e l e o nd d t 

rtill .. t t b ttl of r 

J s ton yr , th seco d , a born ·n 

11 dcl hi , but fter is r du t1on t ri ceton 

olle , h r ove to l a. ere 1e arr· , 

d u ter of Gov r or cl rd assett . . s tal ts and 

C ct , 'I: on 1 at to , and after h tt ined 

s jor t , ed hi on of t e·r re res nt tives 

n Co r ss . soon ho d hi bility S C ir-

an o the Co t t con ucted t e :un eac .ent of 

or lount, tic l l i t n 1 h elf 

b is st es anlil e tro't. nt t t di f cult c n-

st tutional. que ion t t ros dur · · th ro ress of 

tat 1 :>ort C S • 
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side t fro. the irst not cir . o.rd' 

lity, o 1 ated. im s inist r to race, , ich 

1 r d , ~or olitical nd ocono ic l re sons 

l tt r on is ub ect • 22 , 1 01 • 

In t 0 OU e e S 0 of th le r of t C 

F d r l p ty, not vol tl t·s , ut con C OUS 

for 0 ration, is o , .t'orb ar nee , an reco it on 

of 

t 

e t truths, so 0 .t'or gettim, b 11 vi t at 

not . d in th selves but onl 

ust not bo 1 c d bo of' nd, 

country. l e an m ort t ar n the 

or ble cont st bet en J ffer on and urr, Ah 

pe c of the country in dan er, e pr v 1 du on 

is olici t l allies to crifice for th n ral ood. 

Afters rv t ro t S in tl C OUS rl. th r ... d 

b 1 t , nnin the dmiration of his po it cal 

was l. cted ro the S n t • In 1812 he 

on-

as ents , h 

sel ct by r ident adis n as on of the o ias~on-

era to tr t for e ce it 

ss 0 ty 

re t Britain 

{i G ont 

by 1 

s si d . f'i 

1ile ill i 

t C t e 

roe h a c osen b r si nt 

s an nvoy to st . t rsbur , b t b inc; seized 1th 

rt 1 illn s r tur d to Am rican only to die . 

di 1 u st 1 15, lea.vin "'our ons R c urd 

., J es s eton, d , and enr • B ard and 

t 0 t rs . 
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R"c rd t eld st Is th first yor of 11 in ton 

tic repres ted D laware int e nite 

t e n te , fro l 63 to 1,39, and from 1841 to 

1845, and 

J es 

s i 1st r to from 1 4 to 1 52 . 

heton, th sccon son, lso roJros nt d i 

n tive st e in the Sn t 1850, 1856 an l 62 . Th s 

r l proof' oft con i ence of _is fellow citize1s 

1-i s not obt ined by y act f tl d o oeu . e s 

consi tentl De er t , d voutedl tta.c d to the 

union nd th Constitution, his fid lity n v r w rved 

for p rty e 1 encie . 

The ties of D la are and hr sist r sout rn 

states ere tron, d any oul 11.k to ve 
D la ar swe ted ay 11 t aves of succession, but by 

onderful l d rsh.1 an h tron 1.nf'lu noes of th 

yards , f th n son, s ro·os tion was reject d . 

tJ 

1 n 

s la er h tood n t e first r , and 

nest 1 al ind n D la re , s r t stren t 

ed. pth clearness of i int llect . e 

oss ss fe oft e races of popul r or tor , and none 

oft e arts t t in o ul rity. 

1. abit of a sorbing tho a"e li 

for e .ful • a.ssi fri ds on t e tl:'eets, unno d, 

n by t s appare1t 1scourt sy, ~~ ave rious 

of until xpl 1:r ed, but 11 0 .• is , 
Si l c:i.ty, r lkn a of ch racter, holly .free from 

a:£f ct tio or C 
, 

J 'irou...,1 C C I 

0 w 
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r. rd ent red olitical life as a De ocrat, 

nd a for Co res 1 1828 s ac son 

• Fro th onsti ut!on l princlpl soft at art 

he l s n vor v rd, nor shr~t from th ope1 

of hi conv ctions, _n ar or 1 C • Und r V 

rem he ld the osltio of nit d st tes attor1 y 

for DeJ ar. 

·. ihon., ft r hi election to l cnato in 862JI 

he u constitut1 n 1 11 iron cl d· o h no res nt d to 

h:t. ic si dafter prot ctin 1 edi t ly re-

sian, d hi so t only to b n to fill t 

a.c C C US by 0 t of [r. eor R. R ddl ho 

. ucc d d him. 

On t·1 s e in icl • y d ,; as el ct d 

to fill is o un x ir t rm. :J. son, Thot1as F .. 

y 

nd in 

1 o e ecte forte fulls cc 

c 4., 18 9 both fat rand so 

ing ter 

r n tors, 

th ter o tl 1 tt r b inning t x~on o. th y 

en t t of form r ex ired. 

r. rd ev r ttended co leg; he s duet d 

t riv ·to's ool at ls 1 , • y. h n i 

E)l""CO. til ov d to • • h nt d th ploy of 

u e, an later 1ot1 er 1 in hilad lph • 

out t nty., h study l 

tt to th r n 1851, 

in ilrn.inet 

db c e 

sue s 1. t t c ty b co ing perm 1ent ro id nt 11 

o a. 
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h d a lucr tiv 

states . 

o Josi 

r ctice an inist red to 

n ct . l 56 L arri d , Louise , t e da 

y 

ter 
Le , a.l thy B l ti or b nlrnr d had tr e 

on 

on 

d six d u 1ters . e des 

7 , l 9 e a.rr1 d e.ry • dau tr of' Dr . 

G org Cl er . 

In l 9, s el cted s De ocrat to the 
nite t te S to . Iis only pr vious e erienc 

ublic of'fico h d been loss then a c r's servic 

t District .ttorne, 1 53•54. 

n 

At 1s time tl ere as 1 .... r 

d both sides h d = 1 n o outst nd:.i. 

R publican jority 

rd · · cq r 

st rt but eing 

bility. 

r c nize pos tion lmost fro t e 

nor:.i.t la er, e is r em ered 

ore f'or his ex osu of buses tl 1 const ct ve 1 ia~ 
l t1on . I , as De ocr t fro th old school , lthou l l,v.a.d 

e le,red to s e 0 n r tion aband nm y: of' the 
historic rinci les . be an .fieht n reconstr CtJ.Oll 

pol Ci s , un ue c ntral za.tion of f'oder l ow r curr nc 

he els.red could not b 'la fully ors fly nyt i 

lse t curr ncy value . ate class l isl tion 

of v r sort; · e er it tbok the form of s J.P ub-

·d1 s , r ilro land ts or ·ariff rot ction. 

ilit ism and soci lis ho consider d equally in ical 

to f'r o • L m t n declared ain und n ho d 
b r tr ct to sures cc pted on y as cossar , d 

an dm1n stration s ould b ho11 ..,t nnd frucal . 



a e 10. F le o. 

s candid t for the resident al o i~ 

c e secretary of at te 

ov. 6, 1885, r lin ishln his lace in the Senate, 

r luctantly, and larg ly out ~fa desire to render 
OA-4 (.(, 

r sident Cleveland any s-sertron in l 1a o r. a 

s cretary, he c nfronted troubleso e probl s fr n t e 

b 0 inni of hist rm. believer inc vil s rv ce 

r forms, he 

me or 

t ly p t is bell fa nto .. act c • 

lo tic is ues of is t rm e a obli ed 

top ss on uns ttled to hi successors, C ll of 

c rt in 

..,t tea, 

th Byard-

cts in the cl is of the United 

conc111at ry oli ,y whic~- resulted 

berl in Treaty of b. l • 

led t econ rence >~ tectin0 seal h rds in ering Se& 

lith int rested o,ors. nde~ed the ood of ices 

of the United t tes (l 6) to bring abo t a ttlem nt 

oft oun ary dis ut b tieen Gre t Britain and 

enezu l • 0 ing to faulty reem nts d trimontal to 

the nited t es, o· lt consiste1tly for 

ce an r itra.tio, is pp:fioved so o:f the 

on nt on put o 

11th :r ilure to 

o ents ho char ed him 

hol Un ed States r hts. 

llo ne Cl v l d's secon i uration in 1 93• 

h 

ti 

s po too. 
UC di 1 

nited St ts. 

ssador to rat r tair, th :first 

tic rank had been conferred byte 

e orke q ietl1
, but st adily, in 

C ntin cor ial An lo-un rican fri ids • 



Sir t illou~hby . Jilock.,. who first rn t h:lm v1hon dis
t 

cussinG th Fishery Tre ty some years before,, 

entertained on a liu r 1 scale, and vias in addition 

ood sportsm , a keen deer-stnlker in the ighla11ds, 
~ · le he face was not unfamiliar at Epson,. scot and 

'le arket He th. He frequently d l v red public 

ddresses, marked by ritiah appreication, assailing 

the hiah tariff o.s ot~te socialism, uhich w•re ro-

a onsible :for a host of moral, political and e onomic 

evil. B yard I a h 1th began to fail vhile abroad and 

after his return in 1897, ho took no part in affairs, 

ands ldom app ared in public. He died at Dedhao, ~ass. 

Dayard r-1 so. strikin ly handso e man, over six 

feet in height and of noworful physique. His associates 

gree, that 1e had an unusu ly fine presence, di ni 

fied, courteous and preposseasin, o.nd waa never in• 

l n d ,ithcr socially or politically to se k popularity 

1th the country at l~ge, As to ti into ity there 

w no differ nee of opinion He co.me unsmirched 

t OU e. period of' l .. g1alative scrvic ;.rhen pol:ttical 

tanda.rds in Con r s wer at their \iil>rst.. John W 

Foster, an oppon nt ho eev rely o ticized his conduct 

of the State Departri.ent,., declared no r~an of hie,her 

ideals or of oore excell nt patriotism ever occupied 

the ch 1r of secretary of st te. 



n his ome lr.:1ington1 D 1 ar 

of. undly lov d his d 3 n ho 

y cts of k ndn 

unf rt n te f llo 

1 re 

c tizens. 

V s' besto 

1 t. of 

( 10 

ric io·r ly ( r otte to 

• S encer 18 0) . -

c. onr d 1,00) 

yo.rd • 

1 r -

i bors 

don 1 

r yr Vol . II 



Sulaitte4 b7 Jamea Re Allen, 

Dat June 1, 

Sul.UV 
oem er 1011'1'1'1,NlleYed oen.a1 

hie CO.$Dd1 ...... _II() oe,.,...,..... ftlllaa 8mal111004 to 

Ulll.Yllll' w1 th Ol'UN to PJ'CH)Md to W1bah1gton 

tel 

It 1a aa.1 t 

!.v,ct in~ en Deolabe• 8011777, 

and the NNlnd•r of th O.lawu-e 

or 11500 • 7 Nnt into C8J9 along 

:'5el!LQJ.?ag b-om a P01nt WheN LovfflDS ..._. 

tNe Rft ••ta•• R1alng Sun aru1 Roolcland. 

troo a pastUN4 their hoH•• 111 clover 

rtel • lXN.t ~• 

in o p h unt11 let 1n the IJpr1ng ot 17'18 when the7 "" 

ordeN4 to prooMd to Vall.,- s•Jancl.,... plaoect under o0Dlllan4 

ot Gen Lqf y tt.. Oen..i 11'004 ha4 hle he&4quart.r1 at 

l'hil'd ket Sbeela dmtlng the ts. he .... ln GUip 

........ weton• 

BIBtIOOR t• • atorJ ot Del&.'lnlN(a::1•1 N'11by J. 
'.l'bceu her!'• •••• • 

Jl_,nS.aoeno• or ~ 1 Oh.lapt• "• 
bJ" aabetb -.ita••l'f• 1N1e 
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'J u.&-,,.,v.1.· • 1U 

1n c0112me111d of 1, n ecemt,er , 

1 77 r • a tf.&.,l,,flj.l~IV-";tol\ &1ne t 

rl a a lz • • ~~ Nntalned heN 

t11 ot e ex ear. 
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• 

Since the statue was erected it has been reliably 

determined that Rodney arrived in Philadelphia July 2, 1776, 

instead of July 4. His heroic ride and the incidents thatled to 

and followed it, are briefly described as follows: 



JJIILepmG ... j 

O.mllll.N 

BU!;ael!"II u1 or tM :aaml"lt·.., ot 
,Ofllll,.. ..... ~~~i.;,_ 



• • om r 
ch l l 37 

l. Rodn qu • 

th h t of t city bet 

ing tr t 

dm1n1 tra 

0 n re t 

1 lot of ar. l 

T th d V nt 1 

, fin c1 and cultural ct1v1t1 s. 

h t inc tion. rha s, th fir t 

unit of th du ont Building s r cted in 1 07. 

t e it occup1 d by tl ounty court Hou • lnr -
tory bu1ld1n, construct d for th t p of ton • 

to h 1ght kno 

of tbr 

out 

Tl 

Ch t Count rp ntin • to r ro 

dai t 1onal toz-1 , u on th four id of ch r 

of clock roviding th tim o day to tl os w. o di 

tch • ct d 1n 1880 1 t ha b n on o th 

building of th t 

th qu 

ity' thncs1 

• Slo in• gr -cov r 

ting ot for y y s. 

l ger quart rs an the 

county offic d court f rr d to the bl1c ild-

ing, ez-ect din 1916. 

u for v 1ou 

hou.., 

dr t 1 • 

inc 

fir t 1n th 

qu , 

C s. It 

d o 

1 27 h 

cit. 

r ct 

quar it 

it 

orld th ol building 

ctivi ies. In it th dr t bo 

h b u d 

blic Library., on th 

r 

u dor th 

e 

rvo1r, th 

south id of 

1n l 23. 

lf of 11 tl or t an 1 1/2 • 

fro tl Co ty in 1917 for 7 ,ooo. 
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The improvements cost w79,234.66. When proposed it was es

timated that the improvements would cost about 25,000 and the 

city was authorized by the Legislature to spend that amount. 

Higher costs, brought about by the war, and perhaps by a 

desire to beautify the Square to a greater extent than at first 

planned, increased the sum needed and Irenee duPont contributed 

$22,500, the du~ont Company $10,000 and the city increased its 

appropriation to $32,500. The work was completed in 1921. The 

Caesar Rodney Association erected the Rodney statue in 1924. 

The two drinking fountains were gifts of the Wilmington Fountain 

Society. 

Completely surrounded by the duPont Building and Hotel , 

the new Post Office, erected 1n 1936, the Public Building and 

the Library, with the Delaware Trust Building in the background; 

the historic First-Central Church, the modern Odd Fellows Build

ing, and the Citizens Bank Building on the several corners of 

street intersections, Rodney Square represents the fulfillment of 

pre-war-day dreams of civic conscious citizens who had long 

visioned an attractive center at this location. 
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Assi ne to - Jonn E. Bero 

D t - January 23, 1936 

~e ori ls, onuments and ~tatues 

Coar Roney questr n St tuo 

p·1e o . 617 

This o orial honorin~ Caesar Rodney is 

t ic l of the 11, in o uch 

of ction, once his deci ions 

t e thinker s big 1th n im. 

s ·t re r sonts speed 

ere. ade; yet the role of 

Th s p triot probnbly 

d no equ 1 durin hi~ time ~hods layed uch ener y 

and z 1 for Independence, n his vent - mil ride fro 

Dover to I dope donco t hila- lphia, t nt ado.tho 

decision nimou~ to s vcr ritis1 ule, te_o str teA 

his in loness of urposo for thi c une . Ono c~n only 

ondor 1hat our resent tatus ould bo d odney eoi-

tated---ho, ho aald his lf t t as del e by r in 

nd thunder, nd. hao been r tten, uch distr s 1 

suf'ferin caused by sore o hi~ nose, later dete~ 

ao caner, in h c h uff red for,t.e l st t nt ~r 

of' he life . 

In these e , , e cco llshcd his ~ ate t 

orl to nr furt erin t e elfo.re of his folloi co ntr -

en; ot bl. , e~b r oft e St p ct Con rs a t. 

·rt nd con 'ontinental Coner ss; Spe 'er of tlc 

r l nre Colonial scmbly; re•1dent of e Del 1are 

St te; njor ~ener 1 of th 'Dela re iliti; Si ·n r of 

Th eclnr tion of I pen ence; nd colorful nd 

insp:trin er on for tl~e en r- e of h o country. 
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th n hi 

Th enea.lo 

own remark bl 

110 o. 617 

of Rodney as no les n piring 

achiev ents; {notes on this ~s 

r ente by orGo Herb rt yden, Phd., Professor of 

Hi tory and Palitical Science University of el ,:are nd 

State Archivist of D 1 tare) giveo the follo n: 

Caesar Rodney, the elaest son of Casar nd 

andson of 11111 odne~, descend d from ,illiam ney, 

the Arnorie n progen tor of the family oft t ·e, d 

contributed uch service to tho common ealth. o c of 

honor ble and di~tin0 1 bed ncestry, and tr~ced his 

d scent from Sir i lter de Fodney, uho ca e from o ltl.ndy 

in 1139 A.D. in the suite of Emnress udo, daught r of 

enry 11, and w fe of Ceoffrey Plata act, arl of Anjo. 

Sir I lter served in the ar a 1nst"Stephen, by hich tho 

succoscor to the Crown of n lad secur d to Henry 11. 

In the subsequent history of n l nd, the Rodney 

proved the .s lves n vnli nt an honor ble rnce. Soon 

aft r th arriv l of llie.m odney in the province of 

Pennsylv nio., hes ttled in c:-t . Jone, noi'l ent Count, 

an in the nnals of ti period e find his nae connected 

:vith the local overnment. e find • o e's e in 

the me orial of' r present tiv free-holders in t1e ear of 

1700, hen they endeavored unavailin ly, ut s t ven~u-

ted, fortunntely, to re-e tabl-sh 1 tsl t ve union 

,1th the province, under the liberal charter of ienn, 

it h d exited under the settle ent of ebruary, 1682, 

and 1hen the three lower count· h d or"aniz d as purat 

as~,e bly for their n overnme .t in l '701, illi od ey 

as chosen Speaker of the s~o bly. 



P go 3 File o. 617 

is father, hose n e lso an 11 ., had 

rried Alice, tho d ught r of Sir T' o:::r.ias Casar , an 

minent erchant of the City of London, and hie con, 

111a, di near Dov r, Dela~ re in tho year 1700, 

1 aving ei ht children nd cos derabl lan od estate, 

h ch as entailed, and by th dece se of elder sons, 

fin 11 vest din his ~oun~ t son, C.esnr, ho continued 

his re dence as a landed propri tor in D 1 are until 

hi· de th n 174r.. Tle C ist1 n narn of Cae~ar, the son 

of 1111nm Rodney, 1ns derived from his :re t- r dfather, 

s·r' o ~ aosar. 

en sar odney, the el t son of Casar and 

crandson of illi odn y, s born 1n st . Jons' eek, 

near Dover, 1n ent County, el re in the 10nr 1728 

ied t hi r nidence at Poplar rove, in th c neil"' bor-

hood on the 86th of Juno, 1784 , in the 57th ,ear of h s 

age. L ft nor h n at tea o of seventeen, he elected 

icholas Ridgely, E quire, to be his rdian tan 

Orp ourt 1 ld n Dov r on ebr ar 27, 17_5. Thi 

rly step d most fortunate influ nee upon hin or l 

n int 11 ct ~1 traininc, for he as brou nt in·o f ily 

and under t e influence, of an intelligent, 1onornble, n 

upri ht n, rho ise1y nur""ed his e tate, carefull 

sup rv1sed hi ed c tion, nd tock an ff ctionnte int re t 

in his lf re. r. Rid ely c us d his Jo.rd to be 1nstructod 

in the clas ics nd eneral literature nd in th acco pl sh-

ments of d ncin nd fencin, to fit his be ri and er 

b comin ly to the st ton in 1·re in hich he as born . 
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:E riendships of Rodney v:ere many and va.ried, 0\1ing 

to h s bri ht , che rful and cultured ersonnlity, that a 

his a.s thOU( h it ere a gift in as much this ould seem 

probable in v et7 of.John do.m's descriptio of him s 

follo :rs: 

"Ca.es r Rodney is t e oddest - lookin0 an i th 

orld; he is tall , thin nd a slender n a red nd pale . 

H sf ce no bi r than a lar e apple; yet there i 

sens, fine spirit, "it and humor in his counte a.nee . " 

Tho s odney, hiu brother, describes hi. s 

foll s: "Casar Rodney s about five feet , ten inches , 

le ent and enteel, easy and polite, reeable it; 

rea.t states n, a faithful public serva~t , ,u~t 1 his 

1enlin s, lo l to his friends, ben fie ent to his rel tons , 

c1nd to his "ervar.ts, end al a.Ts lived in cenero sand 

soc nl style . 11 

Cesar odney nev r arried, and the happiness 

of conjugal life, hich e s so fitted by h s a le 

dispo<:!ition to en o , :ra denied him, Like t nshington, 

he ·1ill al\7ays be o. o.ther to the sons of ela\7nt'e , bee uso 

the b ckbone of Del are's history is Caesar Rodney and. 

h s rat ork . 

Tho so e questrian st tuo of Cnesar odncy 

cost bout 30,000 . 20,000 as ro.is ·d bv popular sub-

criptio1, and th Le i<lature ,ropriatt the b~lance . 

no e or al f'ronts odney Square on rket Street 

in tho heart of tl fi ancial, dministr t ve, nd cultural? 
I 

c nt r of the c ty, and as d signed and executed b J s 

ally, ew ork . The dedication took place July 5 , 

1 23 nd tl .. e t . s . S n tor, Tho a,., F . B ?'a.rd i'las t• e Orator . 
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memorials: 

TODD KEMORIAL 
Brandyw ne 
Park N. of 
Washington 
1, emorial 
Bridge. 

Page #3 

This memorial consists of a granitic shaft, 35 feet 

high, with an abutment which serve respectively as a back

ground and base for a bronze statue of Winged Victory. It 

stands on a circular rostrum one hundred feet in circum

ference, with a granitic border and having the unoccupied 

part paved with brick. The background of the rostrum is 

adorned with Virginia red cedars. On its front may be 

seen a bronze tablet, "In memory of the men and women of 

Delaware who died for their country 1917-1919." 

The base of the memorial exhibits the following inscrip

tions: "ERECTED IN HONOR OF THE SOLDIERS AND SAILORS OF 

DELAWARE WHO SERVED IN THE WORLD WAR, 1917-1918. 

11 A GIFT OF WILLIAM H. TODD I ~ MEMORY OF HIS 

FATHER AND MOTHER, 1925. 11 

The memorial was unveiled on Armistice Day, Nov. 

11, 1925. 

William H. Todd was born in Wilmington, in 1867. 

He started his career as a rivet heater in the Pusey and 

Jones Shipyard of this city, and eventually became Gen. rrgr. 

of the Robbins Dry Dock and Repair Co., of Frooklyn N.Y. 

( 1£. 



He organized the William H. Todd Corporation, and 

becarre one of the wealthiest shipbuilders in the 

country. As a result of injuries suffered in a 

fall, he died at Brooklyn, N. Y. , in 1932. 

Mr. Todd is remembered as a phila.ntropist, and 

as a man who never lost his boyish interest in 

~!lilmington firemen and fire companies. 

Page //4 
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Submitted and rewr~tten by: Je~ry Sweeney . 

;,Jomorials: 

JOB H. JACKSON MEMORIAL FOUNTAIN 
SW . corner of Locust and Taylor 
Streets . 

TI'-is combination trough and drink-fountain 

was erected in 1905 by the ~ilmington Fountain 

Society in memory of J ab H. Jackson , one of the 

folnders and prseidents of the Jackson & Sharp 

Co . o~ this city . 

The fountain is composed of iron and has 

two marble tablets thereon; one of which cives 

the ~'"ear of' erection and the other t11e follnwing 

inscr5ption: 11 1n memory of Job IL Jackson . 11 

Authority: 'riter' personal observation. 

.,. 



Submitted and rewritten by Jerry Sweeney 

Date : L1ay 28, 1936 

1,. emorials: 

FERRIS BRINGHURST MEMORIAL FOUNTAIN 
at the divorcence of Delaware and 
Pennsylvania Avenues. 

E'ile 1.o. 617 

This fountain was erected by the ~117ington 

Fountain Society in 1872. It consists of an orna

menatl base of ~ray ~ranite, a five -foot high 

column of polished red Aberdeen granite with a 

capitol of gray r;rani te which is S'Jrm01 nted by an 

urn of polished red Aberdeen i,rani te. 

::1es ides support inc the column, the base 

serves as a stand for a drink-fountain. An :i.nscrip

tion on its 1. . side reads: 11To the memory of Ferris 

Bringhurs t, first president o:f the \ 1:·Llmington 

Fountain Society," and another on its S. side reads: 

11Findness to nod 's crea~res iq a service accepta~le 

to him." 

Al·thori ty: 

Scharf , A.II., LL.D.; J. Thomas History of 

Del.ware 1609 to 1888 - (In two vol. illustrated) . 

Vol . II, 1358 pp . rL.:ladelphia: L. J . :1:i.ct.ards t Co . 

1888. 

1..r:'...ter' s ners'Jnal o:.)servation . 
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Wm. H. Forbes 
February 17, 1941 

MEMORIES OF BISHOPSTEAD 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

Bishopstead has been for years the residence of the 

Protestant Episcopal Bishops of the Delaware Diocese, be

ginning with Bishop Alfred Lee, who owned the property. It 

was bought in 1893 by an anonymous layman of the church, and 

presented to the diocese. It was customary to hold a one 

day lawn-fete there every summer. At one of these, about 

1900, Alfred I. du Pont 1 s orchestra, led by Mr. du Pont, 

furnished the music. 

At that time a large picture hung in the hallway, showing 

the Bishops of the Anglican church gathered on the steps of 

St. Paul's Cathedral in London for a short religious service, 

as p;i.rt of the celebration of the sixtieth anniversary of 

Queen Victoria's reign. This took place on June 22, 1897, 

and .Delaware's Bishop Leighton Coleman was in the front row. 

Upon Bishop Coleman's death, his body was on view in the chapel 

at Bishopstead. 

After the arrival of Bishop Philip Cook in 1920, he was 

instrumental in having the Synod of the church in this section 

choose Wilmington as its meeting place the following year. 

Bishops and other clergy came from six nearby States, and were 

given a reception at Bishopstead upon the eve of their arrival. 

For the three days of the sessions, luncheons were tendered 

the delegates in the ballroom of the Hotel du Pont, the group 

filling the room. 
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St. John's Church, now known as the Cathederal Church, has 

always been closely identified with Bishopstead, as it is the 

Bishop's Church. St. John's had as rector some years ago the 

Reverend George c. Hall, who had formerly been a Lutberan 

minister. Mrs. Hall was also prominent in club and social 

circles. Because of failing health, Dr. Hall lived in re

tirement for some years before his death. 

A Sketch of the Rt. Rev. Philip Cook 

Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Delaware (1920-1938) 

Born at Kansas City, Missouri, July 1, 1875, Bishop Cook 

was a graduate of Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut, and 

the General Theological Seminary in New York• Ordained to the 

priesthood in 1902, he was first ass~gned to the little town 

of Minot in the Dakotas, a rough and ready town, where profanity 

was well mixed with the general conversation. It was a shock 

to him to find out later that some of the worst talkers were 

leaders in his church. One of them explained to the young 

priest that one had to be tough, or others"would walk all 

over you." 

From there he went to be Vicar of the Chapel of the Incar-
it 

nation on the lower East Side of New York City, and/was there 

he met his future wife, who was teaching a Bible class. He 

next went to St. UBrk's Church, San Antonio, Texas, then to 

St. Michael's and All Angels, Baltimore, and thence to be 

Bishop of the Diocese of Delaware. The Baltimore church had 

been noted for years for the rectors who went from there to 

be bishops of the Church. Where Bishop Cook was stationed as 
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priest or bishop, he early took a leading part in the community 

life. Bishop Mann, who ordained him to the priesthood, llll1d 

~~~±EX>E.Jb, and preached the sermon at his ordination as a 

bishop, called him a man of splendid personality and vigor. 

As the work of the little Diocese of Delaware did not 

fill his desire for service to the church, he added the office 

and work of President of the National Council, governing body 

of the church. It was in returning in his automobile from his 

duties in New York, accompanied by some of his children, that 

an accident occurred near Trenton in which one of his daughters 

was killed, and the Bishop sustained inj,jries, which eventually 

led to his death. His standing was high among the Bishops of 

the Church, and had not his death intervened, no doubt he would 

have been elected Presiding Bishop, the tenure of which office 

is for six years. 

The Church in this Diocese has been fortunate through the 

years in having as leaders such men as, Bishops Alfred Lee, 

Leighton Coleman, and Philip Cook. When Bishop Lee would vall 

on one of his parishioners, he would place his hand on the side 

of the door before entering, and ask a blessing on the house

hold. Bishop Coleman was noted for his interest in all his 

flock, down to the small children. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 



w. H. Forbes 
Aug. 131 1940 

MILL STONE ON BRANDYWINE DRIVE 

FH("! j.,_( 
Cities and Tovms 

Wilmington 

The .Mill Stone on the Brandywine Drive at Adams 

Street was for more than one hundred years in a grist mill, 

at what is known as Barley Mill Dam, near the foot of Jackson 

Street. The mill property was owned by the Canby family from 

1746 to 1883; in the latter year it was purchased by the City 

to become a part of Brandywine Park. 

Reference: Board of Park Commissioners. 



van. H. Forbe~ 
October 11, ll.94O 

/ 

Cities and Tovms 
Wilmington 

NATIONAL CAMPAIGNS OF FIFTY YEARS AGO 

The election campaigns for the National and State tickets 

are mild affairs today, compared to those of earlier years. 

The torchlight parades, which have since been banned, with 

their music and uniforms vied ll'ith the circus parades for color. 
the 

Most of/processions then passed off without any great amount 

of interference, with the exception of the Democratic parade 

during the campaign of 1880. When the vicinity of Ninth and 

French was reached, they clashed with the Negroes and the fight 

lasted most of the night. Some of those who sought refuge in 

Ezion Church on the corner got paniclcy, and jumped from the 

high windows. The next morning the street was strewn with bricks 

and other missiles. 

In those days boys took sides, wearing caps with straight 

visors, with bands bearing the names of their favorites for 

President and Vice-President. Their political allegiance was 

largely governed by that of their elders in the home. When 

Election Night arrived, the boxes and barrels which the boys 

had been collecting for days would be piled -in the middle of 

the intersection and saturated with coal oil, to make a more 

snappy fire. Around these fires all the bitterness of the 

campaign would be forgotten, and all would again be just Ameri-

cans. 
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Lord Bryce in his .American Commonwealth, published in 

1876, connnents on the intense excitement and sometimes 

bitterness v.hich characterized those campaigns. The losers, 

however, would accept the results, and begin to look forward 

to the election four years hence to get revenge. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 



Wm. H. Forbes 
September 3, 1940 

AN OLD-ESTABLISHED LOCATION 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

The building?,both old and new., at the N.W. corner 

of Seventh and Shipley Streets, have been put to many 

uses. Years ago this was the site of the carriage mak

ing plant of Frist and Allmon. After being vacant for 

a while, Mr. Dockstader moved his show and menagerie 

there from down Shipley Street, and remained until 

the completion of his new home on Market Street, be

tv,een Eighth and Ninth. The next to occupy this site 

was the Foord and IiTassey Furniture Company, operated 

by v illiam Foord and Frank Massey, son of the jeweler 

at Fourth and King Streets. One of ~. :r. Foord' s rela

tives having married William Beactenkopf, the leather 

manufacturer, the latter took a financial interest in 

the firm., and the building that stands there today was 

erected. The next occupant of the property was the 

Stern Company, a branch of the Philadelphia store. After 

some years, this company moved its furniture business to 

the building at the S. E. corner of Seventh and Iv1arket., 

which had formerly been occupied by David Snellenburg 

as a clc,thing and gents furnishing store. After the 

removal of the Stern Company, the building was taken 

over by the Sears-Roebuck Company, who are now there. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 
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October 18, 1940 

OLD NATIONAL GUARD DAYS 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

Fifty years a0 0 before the first Armory was built, the 

city companies of the State Nat ional Guard were located on 

one of the upper floors of tl:e MA.sonic Temple. The uniform 

worn include '!. a blue coat, blue and gray trousers with a broad 

black stripe dovm the side. The helmets with the yellow tas-

sel han ing from the center of the crovm sug6 ested very much 

tl.ose worn by the soldiers in the German Army. Armon D. Chaytor, 

who at that time was a clerk in the post-office at Sixth and 

King Streets, was a promi nent member. A cavalry regiment was al so 

part of the State eq 'lipment. James Fields, better knovm as 

"Jimmy," son of William M. Fields, president of th Central 

National Bank, whose home was at Kentmere, wa f.' one of that 

ag0 regation. He could be found at times strutting around, all 

booted and spurred, a regular "show off. 11 Later on , I. Pusey 

Wickersham came to the fore in guard circles, and was in 

command of the State troops at the time of the Spanish- American 

war. 

On public occasions, when our Sta.ta troops join with other 

States, Delaware heads the line of ~arch. At the dedication 

of Grant's tomb in April 1897, General Wickersham led the troops, 

and Grantley Parke Postles was on the staff of Ebe Tunnell, 

then Governor of the State. 

James Fields was en6a;ed to the daughter of henry c. 
Robinson the banker, and while the two were out for a canter, 

she was t r rovm from her horse and kj_lled. 

Referenc e: Personal Recollections 



Wm. H. Forbes 
July, 25, 1940 

OLD-TIME OFFICE WORK 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

A look into the office of an industrial firm fifty 

years ago would present a different picture to one of 

today. The activities of the office centered around the 

bookkeeper, standing at his high desk, with daybook, cash

book, and ledger spread out before him, moving back and 

forth, from one to the other, and always keeping in mind 

the fundamental rule of bookkeeping: debit what is received, 

or who or what costs value, 8nd credit what is given, or who 

or what produces value. The bookkeeper stood on a narrow 

platform, raised a few inches from the floor to ease the 

strain of standing for long hours. Double or single entry 

were used, according to the exigencies of the business. At 

the end of the month, he would take off a trial balance, and 

at the end of the fiscal or calendar year, a balance sheet 

to show the profit or loss. 

Today, in banks especially, the customers' account are 

kept on large cards, the deposits and withdrawals being re

corded on a typewriter adapted to that work. In an active 

account, the balance is struck off from day to day, making 

it possible to see at a glance the condition of the customer's 

account. 

All the letters were written in longhand, in a hand 

that, as a rule, would shame the writing of today. In those 
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days the commercial colleges laid special stress on pen

manship. The letters when dry would be put in the copy 

book, the pages of which were as thin as gossamer, between 

two heavy sheets of cardboard, one being placed back of the 

dampened sheet, and care being taken not to have the sheet 

too damp. The letter was placed in the book, the writing 

next to the damp page; the book was then placed in a press, 

a little larger than the book, and the press was brought 

together with a strong pressure, and left for a few minutes. 

It usually was the work of the office boy to do this copying. 

The Goldey Commercial college, found at en early date 

that only those students with high school training gave entire 

satisfaction in office work. While they might be proficient 

in typewriting and shorthand, they lacked the ability to com

pose a letter for their employer. Mr. Goldey tried to solve 

this problem by engaging the teacher of English literature 

and rhetoric at the High School to teach at the college on 

those subjects. 

Reference: Personal recollections. 



. Wm. H. ·Forbes 
October 22., 1940 

PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE AND ITS OLD HOMES 

?, l.-> 
Cities and Towns 

Wilmington 

Pennsylvania Avenue has been widened in the last few 

years., old families and homes have disappeared., but the 

Avenue still remains the main western entrance to the city. 

On the site of the Rodney Court apartments was the home of 

the Van 10.eeck family. The son, Barent, was often by mis

take called trbaron, 11 which gave some the impression that 

they were titled people. Farther on was the home of Henry 

Grant., who married into the Knowles family., prominent mill 

owners in New Castle years ago. Mr.Grant is remembered as 

one who bought his tabacco in the leaf, and turned it over 

to the DeSoto Brothers of 715 Market to be made into cigars. 

He also guarded his fine flower beds against cats and other 

prowlers, very often with a shotgun in hand. 

On the edge of his grounds., on the corner of Franklin., 

was the old-style home of henry c. Downward., contractor and 

builder, who was also in the coal business at one time. He 

was connected with numerous civic bodies. Running from the 

Avenue on Franklin Street were a few one-story buildings, 

used aboµt 1900 by some of the artists who came here to study 

under Howard Pyle, whose studio was at 1305 Franklin Street. 

At 1103 was the home built over fifty years ago by Willard 

Pyle, one of the firm of patent leather manufacturers. He 

had a number of attractive daughters, one of whom married 

James Saulsbury the lawyer, another married Poyntell Johnston, 

and another married John ~ontgomery., better known as "Spike," 
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who was killed in a flying machine accident. He would 

have fallen heir to the interests of his father in the 

firm of Gilpin, Van Trump and Montgomery. Another member 

of that firm, Francis duP. Balch, was killed in an auto

mobile accident on the State road at about the same time. 

On a large plot of ground bounded by Broome, Franklin, 

Tenth and Eleventh, was the home occupied by John M. c. 
Rodney, a city attorney, and a member of Delaware's dis

tinguished family. In building the homes of H. Fletcher 

Brown and William H. Fenn on this plot, some of the fine 

old trees have been preserved. At the s.w. corner of 

Franklin and the Avenue is a large house that for years 

was the select school for girls, conducted by the Misses 

Hebbs. This property was owned by Mrs. James Winchester, 

daughter of Henry s. McComb. When the school was discon

tinued, the Winchester family occupied it. Mrs. Winchester 

died there in 1939. In the flatiron where Thirteenth and 

the Avenue almost meet at Franklin was, forty years ago, 

the home of Adam Barr, the butcher, father of William A. 

Barr, the leather manufacturer. In 1910, this home was 

occupied by Lewis P. Bush, father of Charles Whitley Bush. 

At the s.w. corner of Broome and the Avenue is a home 

built over fifty years ago by William Beadenkopf, another 

leather manufacturer. It is now occupied by his widow, mo 

was his second wife. He had a son, Clarence, who died some 

years ago. On the N.E. corner at this intersection is a 

home built some years ago by Elmer E. Mitchell a leather 

7 

manufacturer, and now owned and occupied by Clarence Mccaulley, 
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contracting plasterer. On the N.W. corner years ago stood 

two adjoining houses, occupied by E. L. Rice and his son, 

E. L. Rice, Jr. 

William G. Mendenhall, wholesale lumber dealer, after

wards joined these two houses, and lived there for some 

years. Today the main bouse has been razed, leaving the 

garage standing. Westminster Church, which was an offspring 

of Central Presbyterian Church on King Street below Eighth 

was founded over fifty years ago. The first building of 

wood, was on the corner of Thirteenth Street. Today the 

Church owns the whole block. The Clayt on Street end was, 
Gause 

fifty years ago, the site of the Victor/home; later it was 

occupied by Martin Lane. 

On the plot bounded by Rodney, Clayton, Eleventh and 

the Avenue, stood the home of J. Taylor Gause, president 

of the H. and H. Company. Surrounded there by his three 

sons, Harry, Horace, and Victor, the family and houses have 

all disappeared, with the exception of the home of Horace, 

on the corner of Clayton and the Avenue. His son and daughter 

still reside there, but the house has been for sale for some 

time. Harry and Horace Gause were associated with the father 

in the management of the Harlan plant. At 1606 Pennsylvania 

Avenue was the home of Andrew J. Woodman. Vincent Walker, 

of the firm of Walker and Elliott, married Mr. Woodman's 

daughter, and lived there until their death. Since then the 

house haa been the home of their daughter, Mrs. Fred Becker, 

her husband and daughter, until the house was torn down to 
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make way for the building of the Delaware Motor Sales 

Company. At 1608 was the home of Aubrey Thatcher, who 

owned the Thatcher quarries over near Vandever Avenue. 

He was a class leader at St. Paul's Church years ago. 

From here on out seems to have been selected as a site 

for automobile row, along with numerous gas stations. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 
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Wm. H. Forbes 
October 14, 1940 

PIONEER DAYS IN THE-SUFF'RAGE MOVEMENT 

33"r
Cit1es and Towns 

Wilmington 

There have to be pioneers in every great movement. The 

Salvation Army members, when they first stood on the street 

corners, would be received with jeers and sometimes rotten 

eggs and vegetables. The pioneers in the Women's Suffrage 

cause would also take their places on well-lighted corners, 

or possibly standing in an open car; soon a crowd would 

gather, some to jeer or heckle, others to give rapt attention. 

Among the local women who were early champions of the move

ment were Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, daughter of the late 

Thomas F. Bayard, and Miss Mabel Vernon, daughter of the late 

GeorgeW. Vernon, publisher of the old Daily Republican. These 

two women later became leading figures in the national move-

. ment. Mrs. Blanche Stubbs, an estimable colored woman, and 

wife of Docto~ Stubbs, of 827 Tatnall Street, worked for the 

women of her race. 

In some localities, by picketing and other noisy demon

strations, the suffragettes, as they were called, would often 

find themselves faced with either fine or imprisonment. Gen

erally, they chose the latter, as it classed them as martyrs 

to the cause. Our American women, with less prejudice and 

handicaps to overcome than the women in England making the 

crusade under the leadership of Mrs. Pankhurst, did not re

sort to the same violent tactics. In the England of those 

days married women did not have the same direction of their 
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own money, or their children, as enjoyed by the women in 

this country. About that time a law was passed that should 

a wife leave her husband, he could bring her back, and re

prove her1 this might mean anything from a slap on the Wl"ist 

to a sound beating. 

Mrs. Woodrow Wilson tells in her story of her days in 

the White House of a band of pickets outside the gates on 

a cold blustery day. The President sent a message out, in

viting them in where it was warm, an invitation which they 

declined. 

In 1919, an amendment to the Constitution was passed by 

the necessary number of States and by the Congress, giving 

women equal suffrage with men. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 
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POST !'fAS 'l'ERS 

Wilmington was accorded recognition as a post 

office town from the Federal Government soon after Washing

ton was inru1gurated as President of the new United States. 

Who, at the very first, looked after the mails of the to,m 

is a matter of some conjecture, but it is generally conceded 

that the first postmasters distributed letters to patrons 

through the front window or door of their dwellings. In 

early days the mail was light, for postage was a heavy drain 

on the slim purses of Wilmington .folks, and letter writing 

was a luxury indulged in, except for emergencies, by only 

the well-to-do tovms-people, 

Consequently there was room for the mails in the 

small homes of those times without crowding the families of 

postmasters. It has been facetiously declared that one · of 

the early worthies, while we still bowed to Britannia's 

rule, carried the post office about in his hat, handing out 

letters to his neighbors as he walked about tovm. 

The very first postmaster in Wilmineton, after 

Washington had taken up the reins of government, was Jacob 

Broom, who served from 1790 to 1792, and his post office is 

believed to have been in the vicinity of Third and Market 

streets, in John Webster's store, where it was continued 

twenty years through the incumbencies of John Webster, 

Samuel Byrnes, Enoch Welsh and Edward Gilpin. 
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Joseph Bringhurst, when appointed in 1802, removed the 

postal headquarters for Wilmington to h : s drug store in Market 

Street (west side) below, Third. He found room on his shelves 

for the small consignments of mail, forwarded by stage coaches. 

Mr. Bringhurst continued his apothecary shop, as the post office 

during his 18 years of service, uhtil 1820, when the office was 

given to Nicholas G. Williamson, an attorney-atlaw, who found 

space in his law office for letters, and for patrons of Uncle 

Sam to call. 

Obviously there were none of the present day con

tentions - the scranblefor the rich political plum - for 

Willirunson remained as postmaster twenty- one years (1820-

1841 setting a record for continuous service that has not 

since been equalled by Wilmington postmasters. Mr. Bring

hurst1s stay in the post, 18 years, is still the next time 

r.ecord. There is no evidence to show that anybody envied 

the postmaster or the sal~ry of those times or who cared for 

the honor. 

Jacob A~rich, who combined the vocations of machinist 

and watch maker, came ne.xt in order to the office. He lived 

"far out" of the centre of the town, on Market Street near 

Ninth, and after his appointment he shifted the office to 

Cyrus Newlin's store, in Market Street above Fifth. 

The demise of President Harrison preceded the re

moval of Aldrich by President Tyler, in 1843, and Williamson 

was recalled and served from July to October, when William 

Sellers was appointed, in 1843. He shifted the office to his 

hat store in Market Street southwest corner of Third. 
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The second floor of the post-office building 

w .......... 
~ occupied by offices of the u.s. District Court 

and the u.s. Marshal . 
VJ .. 

On the third floor~ located 

offices of the Dist . Atty., Incom Tax, Internal 

Revenue , and Post -Office Inspector, together with the 

stairway which leads to the tower. 
public ~s;,,tf~• w._4 

The main1entrance to the 01Uilding ~iN«x±a~ 

on thew. Ninth Street s:Ptle, directly under the 

"""" w ... s tower, and tm,other public entrance~ on the 

Shipley Street side. Access to the second and third 

floors is gained by an elevator and a stairway which 

are located near the entrance from Shipley Street. 

Before the Wilmington Post-Office was built 

the U .s. Government offices \Vere housed in the old 

Federal Bldg . which still stands at the SE. corner 

of E. Sixth and King Streets. 
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Doubtless it was those shifts - political house 

cleanings - that eventuated, after a long time in Civil 

Service Reform \hich safeguards every employe of the post 

offices of the country. The sole causes for removal now, 

happily, have no connection with the political affiliations 

of postal emplo es. Following the house cleaning of Captain 

Barr, came the less radical, tranquil William M. Pyle who 

discontinued in a measure the "hiring and .firing" practiced 

by his predecessors. His administration was satisfactory 

and he was reappointed for four years more. 

President A.rthur to the surprise of almost all his 

partizans, appointed William Y. Swiggett in 1882, whose ad

ministration of that branch of the government's business that 

seemingly overshadowed all the rest, was marked by efficiency. 

With the long awaited return of Democratic ascendency 

Robert II. Taylor was named for the office by President Cleveland. 

He had been a painted and popular - his conduct of the office 

met with high commendation fr6m his chief. 

With the comeback of the Republicans, Daniel F. 

Stewart was called to the remunerative Delaware federal 

office. Stewart's selection was even more of a surprise than 

Swlggett~. He was almost unknown in politics, but was with

out the "taint" of either faction of the Republican party, 

and that seemed essential. 

With the second coming of Cleveland as President, 

Enoch Moore, in 1894, was named for the o.ffice with almost no 

opposition. He had been a life long Democrat as had his 

family for a century. 
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But Moore was not pennitted to remain long after the return of the 

Republicans, to control, and Hugh c. Browne was appointed by 

President Harrison. The choice was scarcely a happy one. William 

H. Heald, a native Delawarean, an attorney-at-law, was brought from 

the far West to fill out the term of Browne. He was reappointed for 

four years more, and as a further recognition of his ability and 

popularity, he was elected to Congress by the Republicans of Delaware. 

Henry c. Conrad, afterwards a member of the State Judiciary, historian 

and State Archivist, followed Mr. Heald for a term of four years 

and M. Howard Jester - a prominent Republican leader - came after 

Mr. Conrad. 

With the comeback of Democracy, in the person of Woodrow 

Wilson, James J. English was promptly appointed and served a total 

of nine years, until the President named LeRoy Hickman and later 
. 

the plum fell to Alexander R. Abrahams, who had the backing of 

Senator Coleman duPont. Mr. Abraham's administration was so satis

factory that when his first term expired his reappointment was un

opposed. Pyle, English and Abrahams each served even more than 

eight year. 

James J. Cahill, the twenty-sixth postmaster, was the last 

to serve in the federal government's second local post office building. 

He was appointed by President Roosevelt, and promptly conformed 

talcing up the duties of the office in April, 1934. He has long been 

a political leader in the Democratic party. His term of office 

extended beyond the date of moving from the old post office to the 

new. 

The federal government moved into the first home of its 

ovm in 1855, at the northeast corner of Sixth and King Streets • . 
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The building accommodated in addition to the Wilmington post 

office, the Federal Courts and other offices of the Washington 

government. The lot coat $3,500 and the building represents 

a further outlay of $30,000. It remains Gibraltar-like hav

ing withstood unscathed the stress of almost four score years 

and still is housing some of the subordinate activities of the 

national government. 

The old building - its court chamber and Marshal's 

office - staged many bitter contentions during the war. 

Citizens suspected of disloyalty to the Northern Government were 

"heard" before the bar of the court there. Some were sent to 

Fort Delaware, but only for short terms for the spirit of 

vengeance or persecution such as is the outcome of war-like 

animosities,even between brethren,soon subsided after the 

complaining "patriots" had demonstrated their own loyalty by 

the procedure, and were satisfied that they had done their 

duty. There were 100 per cent Unionists then as there are 

100 per cent Americans to-day, and the individual is no less 

opposed to being "forced" to flaunt his love of country with 

the flag now than he wa. during that tense troublous period 

of 1860 and through the Reconstruction years that followed. 

Many of the country's ablest outstanding lawyers appeared 

before the u. s. District Judges there in cases of vital 

import and concern, not a few involving the question of human 

slavery. 
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ORTER RESERV IR 
one mi •• of the 
city line on E. 
side of the Concord 
Pike, • s. 202. 

age 6 
File o. 93. 

~ 
I c,... 

orter H sel9Vo1r occu lee a triangular area of 202,000 

sq. ft., at th above location, ~urrounded by Rock anor golf' 

course. It was constructe in 1907 by • T. Lynch of Glens 

alls, • Y., contractor for the ater Dept. Composed ot 

concrete-lined banks ot puddle clay surmounted by three toot 

h1 stone masonry walls, it 1s an open reservoir ot unf'llltered 

water with a ca acity of 40 million gal. It derives its name 

from 1111am T. Porter• a former president of the Board of 

at r Commissioners. 

cut ranitio stone w te control round tower is 

1tuate in orter Reservoir• 19 ft. f'rom the entrance gate 

t the eastern end. The obse vation platform on top of it 

can b reache or..ly by climbing iron pipes, which serve as 

a.rd f nces on the footbri e ,h1ch leads to the tower, and 

thence the leven iron ate which are embedded in the wall. 

As the tower rows grl-3.dually wider from centre to top with 

the steps .follo its contour, it is not advisable for 

timid persona to attem t the climb. 

The steel concret decked footbridge 62 in. 1de serves 

as an a roach to the tower and also supports davits from 

wh1oh a rowboat of the :ater De t. is suspended, From this 

footbrid e as well as other vantage o1nts about the reservoir 

excellent views of the surrounding country may b had • • In 

th di tance. to the N •• the imposing emorial Carillion Tower 
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on the estate of Alfred I. du Pont may be seen towering above 

the trees. 

A shorJdistance E. of Porter Reservoir an administratlon 

building of the Water Department is located. Fifty feet SE. of 

this, along a cement footwalk, stands a small shed which contains 

instruments for recording rainfall and temperature. The ~~ater 

Department has these instruments re~d at midnight, 8:00 A.M., 

1:30 P.:W., -and 5:00 P.N., and then forwards the reaoings to the 

U.S. W.oather Bureau. Thus is derived the phrase "official 

temperature at Porter Heservoir, 11 often seen in 1.J ilmington 

newspapers. 
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LOO TIO • \ilmington. 

Submitt d by - Alex R Y• 

D t - April 29, l 3 • 

Th Zoological Gardens. 

Loo t d on th north b ot Brandywine Creek, w st 

of ket 0 treet on quart r of a 11 on Glen Avenu 

dr1vew Y• Th .xhibits ar as to number and charact rare 

as follows in th ir ord r. 

One duckpond 

Thr ens of rabbit. 

On bl ck b ar. 

One H al y bar. 

One en withs v ral prari dogs, 

One pen containing to orcup1nes. 

on en with ei t all1 tors rang1ns 
in length from six rt. to two te t. 

el rg brick monkey hou 
t the ide, conta1n1. 

with sun enclosure 

Cub 

s V ral well d V loped 
rheau o 

parrgta and rd and blu macaws tog ther with 
a milftary m ca: • 

Cros 1 len venue at th int rseot1on of van uren 

~tr t and l.n Avenu on th 1 tt 1s to be seen the Jose hine 

monument and fountain, a grac tul. structure surround d b7 

an :venu of J panese cherry tr ea. Crossing Van uren 

Str ton comes to the Ros Garden hich n 1n full bloo 

pre ents pl asing picture of color and perfum • 



F e 5. 
Fil o - 58. 

Oros n the Van uren treet brid to the south ba 

of Brandy-win Creek on comes to extensive tennis court and 

on prooedin east about five hundred yards and und r eath 

the ashington Str t Bridge, can be seen at the foot ot 

est street the original Fir t eabyterian Church with its 

Swedish "hip roofh now a head~artera for the Colon1 l D ea 

of the St te of Del ware. 

Ref r nc: Personal inve ti atlon ad b Alex Ramsay, 

April 2, 1935. 



LOCAT O • 1lm1ngton. 

Subm1tte4 by• ex. ftama&J'• 

Date - April n, 1sae. 

!h zoolo oal Gardena. 

Pil 

Thia 1nat1tut1on tor public enterMimNnis, ituated 

on t~ north bank of BNndywine OrMk, one qual'Ml' 

"8t ot Market ~...,.,-, on Gl& ATenue with 1te •" 

d1via1ou, the Joa phlne IIOJll1JMlllt an4 fountain, the 

Japane • oheft7 --• an4 1.he ro g:uicLeD, fish pc,a.a 

• 

aa4 an1 struoturee, 1• &cloaed in a U'll1ng 71 an 

a ttlng of h1 torte 11111,ortanoe. 

Th late Dr. J H. Mm!lan w ti. origina-- ot the 

zoo. ol Pok coat imu_.. 

aooepte4, an4 

S 1 H • . eapo4 -llbttr ~ tu OOllld.8 S.on ... 

pona1b111tJ tor th •• Jl&inteaan , an4 

d .iopment ot the zoo. • J3a1Dard. had. the t1ah poD4a in 1-!Mt 

puk put 1n • tor the fowl. 11• Law\on th a 

k t s t -.NtUUt.t, donated a oage tor b an:tmal •• 

A stN 1u t-,he pU'k wu uatd and a plaO• ma4e tor gol4 

t1•h and. UIJ~b1a.ae 

'l'h• w...,. ........ ifl,.ton Bel ta .&aaooiatlon eponaored b7 

• 1DU'4 oom e4 moetly ot realdenta ot th Borth side 

built an enoloaUN tor two ;,tirginla d.e • marked the 

beg1nn1ng ot the zoo. In ol'der t •J'8t t1se S.ta manage

ment the W:tlm1ngton zoo Aaaoolation wu torae4 b7 • Baynar4 

and tJ.11 n4a and. 1ncorpont at DoTer ill 1908. 
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The ssoc1at1on continued to tunot1on for a veral years 

assisted by an annual appropriation made by the City 

Council. 

• yne.rd took a ersonal interest in th zoo up 

to the t1m of his death in 1925» and paid much of the 

expense of its operation. The Park Commisdion eventually 

took over the obl1 ation, and for tho 1 at ten years 

maintenance of t..~e zoo ha3 been part ot th Park Co:mm1aa1on'• 

regular rogram. Animals and towla have been donated to tlle 

zoo t different ti ea. ost ot the animals and fowl were 

fts from rsons interested 1n this form of public 

entertainment. 

ecord1ng to h1 to:ry, that al"'t of the ark de.,roted 

to the zoo, being something of a natural amphitheatre, has 

been th scene ot many ol1t1cal meetings "addressed", 

we are told, "by such m n as Henry Clay, John c. Calhoun, 

and Daniel rebater." History also avers that ,afh.1ngton 

rev1 ed the Delaware troops on the le el ground where the 

illiam H. Todd ar morial now stands that is, at Eighteenth 

and ashington treeta. 

It 1 said that General ~, shington and his troope 

forded the Brandywine about at Adams street, which waa 

originally the King 's 1ghway. and that the a.my encamped 

on the north side ot the stream. 

The south side of the Brandywine, op o ite the Zoo, 

where there are now tennis courts, once was occupied by 

a house. 
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It wu the home ot Aroh1bal4 H. Rowan, an Iztiah patriot, 

who 1• said to have manufactured, there, 1n hi• home, the 

tirst printed cloth that wu made 1n Delaware. 

References Article by A. o. H. G. oonWne4 1n the 

Journal, errEvening publiahed in 

Wilmington, Delaware, 1eaue of April aa, 
l9a6. 



Vim. H. Forbes 
November 18, 1940 

Ci tics anc'l Towns 
Wilmington 

PRESE!'-i'l.A.1.·.J.v~; OF SlLV~.h SERVICE TO BATTLESLJ.P 

The presentation to L.he 1>attleship Delawa1•e of tte silver 

service, stand oi colors, arid portraits of Delaware naval heroes 

was made on board the s~io, October 5, 1910. One of the Wilson 

Line boats carried tlle c mmi ttee, headed bJ1 Horace V'Hlson, chairman, 

Josiah M&.:.."vel, vice-cha rman, and L. Scott Townsend, tl"easurer, 

as well as invited guests, about a thoueiand in all, out to U:.e 

vessel, ~hich was anclored in the Delaware river. In the evening, 

the comrr.~- ttee tenaered a dinner to the Commandant, Captain C. C. 

Go~rn, at the Wilmington Club. Meanwh'i le the "jackios" VJ8re given 

the freedom of the city, finding it hard to spend their 0 1.m money. 

Tl1cy rode free on the street CA.rs, were welcomed at the theat.res 

without cost, and the Y.M.C.A. offered tmm ti-e facilities of 

their home. 

The service is of sterling silver, and is tre work of the 

Gorham Company, silversmiths. The sum of t10,ooo was raised by 

popvJ.ar subscript:ton throughout tbe State. The numerous pieces 

center around two large punch bowls, all the pieces engraved 

with the seals of the State and Navy Department, interspersed 

with peaches and other products, emblemat!e of tbe State. The 

battleship pelaware was launched at Newport News l~ 1909, and 

was christened by Miss Annie Pennewill Cahall, niece of the then 

Governor, Slmeon Pennewill, assisted by Miss ElJ r,n E. duPont and 

Miss Fr&nces Hazel. When the sr1 ip was dismantled in 1924, the 

sil ve1• sArYice, fla. 0 s, and po,,,trai ts, were re turned to the 

State, and placed in t~e keepjng of the State Archives 

Reference: Personal Recollections 



Wm. H. Forbes 
~ovember 14, 1940 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF HALF A CE~TTl,'RY AGO 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

The old school building, with thejr narrow halls and 

lack of modern facilit es, presented a stronc contrast to 

the school buildings of today. The school hours were from 

nine to twelve noon, with a short recess in the yard in mid

morning. The afternoon session was from two to four. What 

was called a 11 cow bell" was rung at the front door, which 

was a sjgnal for every one to 6et inside. A boy was chosen 

to do this work, and also run errands; often in a spirit of 

envy, he would be called the 11 teacher 1 s pet." 

Friday afternoon v,ould be devoted to literary exercises, 

depending largely on the type of teacher one had. As there 

were no auditoriurr.s in the old-type schools, these exercises 

were held in the several rooms. In No. I school at Sixth 

and French Streets, classroor1s were p:r-ovided, but in the 

smaller schools, the class would range around the side of 

the room wbile the lesson was heard. Indi\ridital slates were 

largely used, instead of tablet and pencil. Penmanship was 

an i:Qi.portant part of the curriculmn, good handwriting being 

held a necessary adjunct to a business career. Copybooks 

were furnished for this work., and would have printed maxims at 

the top of every page. 

Miss Mary Lacklen was principal of No. 7 School at Fifth 

and Pine Streets, in 1883, and later on went to the High 

School on Delaware Avenue to teach English literature and 
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Wilmington 

rhetorlc. Annie Kates, whose hor:1e 1J1ras at Sixth and Washing

ton, was principal at No. I at Sixth and French in 1889. With 

her there as teachers were Miss 1/..ary Wheeler and Miss Mary 

Turner, the latter remembered kindly by many of her former 

pupils. 

In the latter 1880 1 s, David W. Harlan was Superintenaent 

of ~~blic Schools, and Charles Baird was President of the Board 

of iublic ~ducation. Runr.in0 the public school system t~en 

was a simpler n:atter than today. The teacher had very few 

reports to malte out, ru1a the curriculum vras not so extensive. 

ifo orc1:1estras ar·e recalled in any of the schools fifty 

years ago, nor was there much attempt to introduce music in 

any form. In 1889, N. Dushane Cloward, who had gained a local 

reputation as a vocalist and teacher, was eneaged for a while 

to teach ensemble singing in the schools. He would take the 

pupils in each room separately. The selections used were 

mostly of a patriotic strain. Among the ballads sung by the 

general public at that time were "After The Ball Is Over,!' 

and later, the "Sunshine of Paradise Alley," composed by a 

local man, John w. Bratton. 11 0, Genevieve" and 11Sweet Ade

line" were two songs popular then, especially by barber shop 

quarters ar..d those slightly inebriated. 
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Wm. H. Forbes 
July 22, 1940 

PUBLIC UTILITIES IN WILMINGTON 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

There seems to be no phase of our city life which has 

shown more progress in looking after the comfort of the public 

than transportation. The first horsecars were st8rted in the 

summer of 1864, and were little dinky affairs, drawn by two 

horses or mules. On steep grades,the horses were assisted up 

the incline by one er two others who would be held ready at 

the foot of the hill. 

It goes without saying th t such means were not adequate 

to negotiate sucb hills a3 West Bigl.th Street. The driver 

of these cars stood out on the platform, subject to all kinds 

of weather, and the rider went forward and put his money in 

the box, getting change if needed from the driver through a 

slot beside the front door. In winter time, the car floor was 

very often covered with straw, and the car 1eated with a 

small stove. 

The first electric cars were run from t he corner of Te.nth 

and Market Streets to Riverview Cemetery in the summer of 1888. 

As they were such a departure from what the people had been 

used to,people weremore or less timid. Some were allowed to 

ride free to show that they were safe. The introduction of 

electric cars out West Fourth and Ei_shth Streets wa:s a stimulus 

to the rowth of the section at tlie crest of the bill. 'l'he 

last horsecars were soon abandoned in favor of the electrics, 

and the different sections of the city were brought; into closer 

and speedier cont~1ct 
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One type of summer car hi:,d running boerds along the sides 

to allow for entering and le~ving tbe cars, and to give the 

conductor footing in collecting fares. These cars were open on 

all sides, and supplied with curtains, in case of bad weather, 

with a seat at both ends on the platforms. These cars later 

gave way to closed cars with wide windows, allowing for free 

play of air. 

The street cer s:ystem shcv.ed a deficit from year to year, 

and as a matter of economy, the company dispensed with con

dcctors. The moterman not only collected the fares, but con .. 

trolled the opening and ~utting of the doors. The safety 

element was carefully considered beforehand. To date, very 

few accidents have been traced to tl1e absence of a conductor. 

Tbe Peoples Railway Company received a charter L.O run a 

line to Brandywine Springs, and was also given the night to 

lay tracks within the city limits. This move caused litigation 

between the old and new companies for three ~rears, and ended 

in favor of the new company. The line to the Springs, which 

had been developed as an amusement park, was opened on May 30, 

1901. About midni 0 ht, some of tbe cars starting from Sixth 

and Broom Streets got such headway tba.t the moterman was unable 

to use the brakes, because of tbe pressure of the people a.round 

him. 'l'he car ran a.way, colliding w:!. th the car a.head, several 

being killed and others n.iured. Many le.w suii:;s were the result 

of this accident, not a. favorable beginning for the company. 

The revenues of tbe company declined when the people Jost 

interest in the amusement park, and the demand within the city 
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not warra nting the existance of two competing lines, the Peoples 

Line finally forfeited its charter. This company also ran a 

line to Henry Clay. 

The next chanf;e in mode of trans.1::-'ortation was made :!.n 1939, 

with the introductfun o~ the trackless trolleYS. These have a 

greater flexibility, being able to go around obst~cles in the 

street. Whether they afford easier riding is a matter of 

argument, but they are a far cry from the little horsecars, 

both in comfort and speed. The earlier transportation company 

was contro 1.led by local capital, but today, outside interests 

control, in combination with electricity and ~as. 

'.J.'he earlier lightin0 of the city was by gas, men going 

around with short ladders and lighting tbe lamps at sundown, 

and returning in tbe ~orning to put them out. Later on, this 

system was supplemented by carbon ligrits in large white bowls, 

hung at street intersections. 

The gas company kept a man at the off1 c e '"indow for the 

payment of t:,as bills, and also to listen t o cornpJ.aints, who 

was very deaf. The feeling was general that t! .i.s was done on 

purpose to disco~rege people against making kicks. 

Reference: Personal~eCollections 
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m. H. Forbes 
November 5, 1940 

RACirJG DAYS AT THE WILMIWGTON YACHT CLlJB 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

The Wilmington Yacht Club bad five Class X boatf!, twenty

two feet long, owned by different members. In the heat of 

summer, the sun would bake up the wind on the river, making 

the races merely drifting matches. This situation would call 

sldJ.l, to catch what breeze there was. In summer, the best 

tiri:e for sailing was found to be nea:b st·ndown. In the fall, 

the wind was often found too strong for such light weight 

boats, especially if the wind e.nd tide were opposite. More 

than one of these boats upset, one dr·ifting with its occu

f£Lus nearly to the Jersey shore before rescue came. 

Ec;bert Mo.xho.m, one of the du Pont executives, l:8.d. con

siderable experience in sail:!.ng boats at his former l:.orr.e in 

Nova Scotia. He offered a cup for the season races, which 

he generally won in the individual races, because of his skiJJ. 

T1No of the club members, Henry P. Scott and T. Coleman du Pont, 

had seagoing yachts. Most of the members witb power driven 

boats favored the yacht clubs in Chesapeake waters, partly be

cause the tiae was far less there than in the Delaware River. 

When they desired to take part in the races at Goruon Heights, 

they would bring their boats through the Canal, at a cost of 

four or five dollars. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 
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LOCATION - - Wilr.rl.ngton 

Submitted by J. Sweeney, 

Date June 91 1936. 

RODNEY STREET RBSERVOIR•S !OWBR 
on centre o:t Rodne7 Street Reservoir 
at w.Eight and Rodney Streets. 

Thia observatory 1• an open tour•aqwuee at el t er that 

1a ascended bJ' means or a ven atraight nights ot atair•• each ot 

which 1a aurmounted bJ' a concrete platform. It waa erected 1n 1919 

by the American Bridge .orkll ot Edgemoor, contractor tor the Water 

Department ot the oit-,. Having an elevation ot 40 teet above the 

Rodney Street R servoir, which stands on the highest ground ot 

the cit7, 1t at:torda a magn\ficient nn ot ti. eurround1llg country. 

on loold.ng hom the top ot the t01JC' when tNe• are 1n 

tol1age the bu1ld.1nga ot the cit7 aee to be acatteredw1thout ay•• 

tm along the alopea ot a wooded. hill which 11•• between Richard.aon 

Park md PennJ' H11l with a ridge eloping dowmrarde towudl ~ 

confluence ot the 8h.riat1am River &DI BNDCQ'Wirle CNek. About 

three-rourtha ot a mile to the nortb:treat the eatate ot the WilmSngton 

Country Club 1a located, to the north ad north ut reapeot1ve17 . 
Rocldo1'4 Water-tonr, and the llemorlal Carillon Tower on the estate 

ot Altred I duPont stand out aa notable landmarka, and. between the 

towers can be eeen the grounds ot _the duPont Countn Club together 

w1 th the adjoining Alapooaa Wo<:d • • 

At the distance ot a stone• s throw southeast ot the obaerva• 

tor,-• the tower ot the Hilton Houae atanda above the treee.(See 

Historic houa••• page __ ). In the same d1reot1on the Dupont, 

Industrial Tru.et and Del&WIIN Trust Bu.Ud.inga dnl'J: all other 

buildings ot the c1t7 with their ocmparativ• 1:rpnen•1t7. 

From the E. to the s. and•• the gentl7 undulating lands 

ot tin Jerae7 aid Dela'WBNI are v11ble aa tu aa the~ can reach. 
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Reservoirs a 

he ore oi 

rand n reek, 

File lo. 618 

a e #a7. 

re ervo r are supplied with ater from 

ch has een the principal source of the 

c ty' water sup ly inc 1897 when the ater orks' Comm! .. 

s1on 1r t 1ntroduc it. e ter 1 conveyed throu • 

canal race, walled on e1th r aide, tor one mile alo the 

ri t bank of Brandywine Creek. At Sixteenth and enc 

treeta it flo by av1ty to the pumping ,r lla, whenc 1t 

is lifted to the re ervoira. 

Edgar Hoop a Reaervo1r 1• located 1n Old 11 Stream 

Va11 y, at the junction of arley 11 Road and 
~ 

te Clt:.y 

Creek, a out six m1lea north"of ilmington. It 111 formed 

by a concrete asonry dam which was oonstructe acros Old 

Kill Stream, at a cot of 1090,lij7 . 50, for the at r 

partment by contractor John L. alah o s doing buain• 

a under the t tle1 orthport and and rav l Co. of 

Northport, Long I land, Ne York. The dam ie 136 feet gh 

at c ntre, ,md 970 t t along th which croase• its 

::.uromit from end to end. It :forma a ba 1n with an a pro.xia

ate length of 8 thousand te t,11?1 average width of 9 hundred 

reet and a maximum depth of 100 f et. e basin is ca able 

of holdi over S billion allona of ter. 

Tlils project known as 01 11 Stre when 

1'1r t ted 1n 1989. en canpleted.1 June 4, 1932, it 

ated as a memorial to ar • oopes, Jr., a 

in er of the fater De artm nt an member ot 

ater Commia ioner. The total cost of th 
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IX: 

eservo1rs1 

ile No. 618 

e #28. 

res rvoir, including the bu.ild.1 of the am, clearin 

the ba in of trees, an urchase of land, amounted to 

3 million dollars. t rovide a reserve water sup ly 

for the oity of lm1n ton ch ha been found useful 

on past occasione, especially dur the summer of 1936. 

The ater la brought to 1 ngton through pipea ich 

the lea from oopes eserv ir to orter ervoir 

plant at Sixteenth and French Streets. 

Bi liography 

Io. Bevan, h.D·., 1lson Lloyd - History of 
P t and re ent - Vol. II, 910 PP• Ne or~• 
Lewi storioal u l shing any, Inc. 1989 

I. Beeaon, L. - hie a.ttsman of the 1lm1ngton 
ater De artment, Sixteenth and arket tre ts, 
-t Jm1 ngton, lawar • e d no 7 aahington 

Avenu, lll.mnere, Dela • 

II. Bond, Joseph A. - Thirty-First Annual eport of 
the Chief ineer of th ater apartment to 
the ard of ater Commiasioner of i i to, 
Delaware fort year 1900 - 94 PP• ilmingtona 
Pres of ereant le rinting Company. 1901. 

III. l gher, Charles B. - Annual Report ot the Chief 
neer o the 1 ngton ater Department for 

1872, in w. ch 1a embodi a condensed history 
of th lmi ton ater ork from their origin 
until the present time - 126 pp. ilmi tons 
latt and Eckel, printer, Journal uilding, 

510 Market treet. 1873. 

IV. Gall er, Charles H. - Annual Report oft e Chief 
Engineer of the ater partment to the City 
Council of ilmington for the year 1877 - 82 pp. 
llmi tons latte and Eckel, book and job 
rintere, 10 arket treet. 1 78. 
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a e 29 
eservoira' bi liographyi 

V. ftieth Annual ort Chiet 
ard of ater ommissioners, 

ilmin ton, el are - 100 PP• ilmington: 
ercantile Pr nting Co. 1919. 

VI. cintire, Henry • - Annual eport of the hief Engin
e r of the ater epartment to the City Connell of 
1 ington forte y ar 1878, to ether with the 
roposition of Joe h Bancroft and on~ to sup ly 

the City of 11 n ton with ater from Rock ord -

VII. 

- 62 P• 1 in ton: Glatts and ckel, book printers, 
610 Market treet. 1 7 • 

, 
VanTrump, s. ixty-Second ual eport Chief 

gineer of ep r ent to e oar of 
·ater Commie ionera, 11m1ngton, la are, acal 

Year 1930 to 31 - 136 P, ilmington: Chas. L. • .,toey 
o. l 31. 

VIII. • Com ton - ixty-Third Annual eport of the 
ater De rtment to the oard of ate-r C mmis ioner, 
ilm1n ton, elaware, iscal Year 1931 to 32 -

- 156 P• ilmi tons Y 

IX. riter's ersonal ob ervationa. 

3 73 
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ROCKFORD ATER TO ER'S ESERVOIR 
in Rockford Park 
about one-e1 hth of a 
mi. from the ntranc 

at w. 1neteenth street. 
and Tower Road. 

The re rvoir 1n Rockford ater Tower oons1sts ot a 

cylindrical steel tank 40 ft. in diameter and 60 tt. in 

height, w. 1ch atford8 a capacity ot 550,000 gal. The 

s embly of the tank was completed 1n July 1900 by the ge 

oor Bridge orks, contractor tor the Board ot ater Commissioners 

The surrounding stone masonry tower was almost completed 1n 

the same year. (see age # ___ (Rockford ater fower) Aa 

th entrance door to Rockford Water Tower is open daily 

from 8100 A. M. to 5:00 P •• , the water ta k within may b 

examined during that tim. 



• 
File 

LOCATIO - ilmington and Vicinity. 

Submitt d end r written by -

J. seen Y• 

D te - ay 2s. 1936. 

RESERVOIRS: 

ELLEVUE "LAKE" R• ERVom, 
llevue, 2-1/4 mi. from 

h city 11n and on •• 
side of the Philadel_hia 
1ke, u. s.!' 13. 

I 

On of th most beautiful oints of scenic interest 

1n th v1c1n1 ty of \ llmington as created at Bellevue in 

1932, when the 1lm1ngton Suburban ater Co. impounded 80 

million gallons of water into an old rock quarry. 

Parts of the xpans of water, with its a rounding 

steep cliffs and thickly ooded banks, are visible .from 

the Ph1ladelph1 1ke, but it 1 necessary to journey for 

a few minute along grassy athway that extends backwards 

through its centre in order to enjoy the scenery. 

At th north side of the artificial lake all s1 na 

of habitation, ce t the roof of neighboring house, are 

lot. S veral sm 11 islands and p n1nsulas st d out 1n 

th w ter; eome bold and rugged 11 e the border of the basin, 

others lo and flat, end all thickly covered with treea, 

shrubs, and tlower. A bab .ing brook which topples into the 

res rvoir through a_roeky tree-covered orge contributes th 
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crowni touch to thla beauty apot ao del1ght1\illy secluded. 

and p1ctureaque. 

Pel"lll1aa1on to walk about the reservoir 1a courteoual7 

1ven to the p blic by ott1c1ala ot the Wilmington Suburban 

ater Co., owners and operators. It may be obtained at th 

company'• ot!'ioe on the pike or at the pumping station on the 

reaervo1r daily between 8:00 A. M. and 4:00 • M. 
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J1;XCept in em r ncy, Cool Spri , Porter, Rockford 

ater Tower, and Rodney Street es rvoirs are supplied 

with ter from randy,rine Credi:; which has been the 

principle source of the city's w ter supply since 18 , 

when the ater orke' Com:mi sion tirst introduced it~ Th 

water 1a conveyed throu ha canal rao, walled on either 

s 1d , for on mile along the r1 ht bank ot Brandywine Creek. 

At ixt enth and ench stre ta 1t nowa by gravity to the 

1ng wells, whence it is lifted to the reservoirs. 









Wm~ H. Forbes 
November 26, 1940 

Cities and Towns ~dL 
Wilmington 

SCENES ON THE CITY STREETS FIFTY YEARS AGO 

The motor vehicle has not only increased traffic on our 

city streets but has been instrumental in changing the con

tour of different types of delivery wagons. The modern ice 

wagon, with the ice in convenient sizes for delivery, 1s a 

more compact business affair than the old style wagon. The 

one drawn by horses had a step in the rear, nearly the width 

of the wagon, with the hand scales hanging on the side. The 

natural ice came in large blocks, as it was cut on the rivers 

and ponds, and covered with a goodly share of dirt and saw

dust. This necessitated some chopping into different sizes, 

for which the driver carried a long-handled axe and a large 

ice pick. He carried the ice from the wagon to the building 

by the regular ice tongs, instead of in a bag, as is done 

today. 

The type of milk wagon has also chaneed. The old type 

had a high body, which called for much climbing in and out 

on the part of the driver. Some of those are still in use 

on the city streets, moderized to the extent of heavy rubber 

tires to lessen the noise in the early morning ours. Even 

as late as 1910, the milkman carried his large tin can with 

bail handle, with the measure hanging from the spout. At that 

time there were so-called "milk depots" scattered around town, 

many attached to the homes of the dealers, with the shed back 

of the kitchen being utilized for that purpose. Different 

members of the family would take turns waiting on customers. 
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Clarence Fraim, one of today's largest purveyors of milk, 

is remembered as having his one wagon route in 1906. 

The bakery wagon has also undergone a change, the result 

largely of the passing of the old family bakeries, which were 

mostly German. The old style wagon had a door on each side, 

about midway between front and back, which facilitated de

liveries. 

The old brewery wagons attached to the several breweries 

were noted for their fine horses. The body of the wagon was 

high, with flanged sides, which added to their c~rrying capacity. 

They were heavily constructed, and most of those in the city 

were built by the firm of Gatta and Kaiser, of Third and Walnut 

Streets, who made a specialty of business vehicles. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 



Wm. H. Forbes 
November 26, 1940 

BOYS A HALF CENTURY AGO 

Cities and Towns 
1"l4-Wilmington 

Among the toys a boy :r-iust own half a century ago were 

a "sling shot" and a blow pipe. It is hard to def5ne whetper 

these two were toys or weapons, dependi:!.'l.g into whose hands 

they fell. The former is sold today in the five-and-ten 

stores, and ha~ a metal frame, but in early days the boy 

got as much satisfaction out of making the sling as he did 

in using it. His first job wa to find a tree branch with 

a suitable crotch, trifm acquire the rubber bands and fasten 

one on each point, ~ith the other ends of the bands held to

gether with a piece of leather, which contained the ammuni

tion. He then bad someth ng t~at would stir to action any 

birds or cats in si0ht. 

The blow pipe was a piece of lieht tub ng, about two 

feet long, nnd a quarter j~ch in diameter. \ 1th this the 

boy would generally uee putt:-. It -would be his delight to 

hide from bis victims, whether they '.'iere rmn or beast, and 

surpr~ee t~em vith a stincinr, ser.sati~n, on the face or 

neck, little damage being done, unless a vital part, ruch 

as the eyes, were struck. Vfuile today a boys ends part 

of hls '1ay goi11g to the movles, or reading the com:.cs, the 

boy of the early period was interested in gemcs v.rith others 

of l 1 is group, whicr cr11ated a co::npet:-.t:.:ve spirit. The boy 

who was interested in marble playing would. pore over his 

collection of "glass-alleys" and cOinmon marbles with the 



-2-
-::t I;; . ... Cities and Towns JO,..) 

Wilmington 

same enthusiasm a financl0r would give to his stocks and 

bonds. VJhen it came to kite-flying, the makine; of the kite, 

whether it be of newspaper, or different colors of crepe 

paper, was of equal importance with l1andlinr, it in the air. 

The upper air currents were studied, as well as the proper 

amount of tail to attach to the ~ite. hether or not Ben-

jamin Franklin set the style in kite-flying, he e~tered into 

it with r..o more enthusiasm or s~dll than the boy of f~f ty 

years ago. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 
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SCENES ON T::E c.:TY sr?.8ETS :"IFTY YEARS AGO 

The scarcity of' horses on Wilmington streets brings 

to mind some of the fine types of heavy horses cf the early days. 

The fire-engine companies and breweries led in this respect. The 

former were well-trained, and when the alarm would register within 

the engine house and automatically ooen the stall doors, the horses 

would olunge out and talce their places in front of the apparatus. 

The harness was hung from the ceiling, and the matter of adjusting 

it on the horse was a task of a few seconds. They seemed to enter 

into the work in hand as heartily as the firemen themselves. When 

the fire was reached, they would be detached from t:h.e apparatu.s and 

led away· .Cor a distance, to escape the cinders and exci te"llent. The 

Delaware Hook and Ladd.er Company had t:1.ree horses abreast, and the 

engine companies -'cwo for the engine and one for the hose cart. The 

latter contained a large reel in the center of the wagon, with the 

hose ~lready wound. When the fire was out, the hcse would be wound 

en the reel by means of crcr1:s on the sides. 

The nUJ.11berintS of the fire corrpn.11.ies, ln place of the~:.~ old 

names, has taken some of the glamourfrom fire-fighting. The fire

engine houses in the different sections of the clty, would have t~eir 

11haq;0rs-on, 11 as well as 1Jona-fide members, who would make of them 

neighborhood clubhouses. During the winter, some companies would 

hold balls; those with the .facilities holding them 5.n their ovm 

houses, or 5.f ~ot, in the German Hall on East Sixth Street. The 

.Vashington Engine Comnany would likely hold their ball on February 22, 

as a matter of sentiment. Part of the year vns ~iven u.9 to the 
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exchange of visits y:i th fire comnanies in other nearby cities. 

The red 8hirt and fire helrr..et were much in evidence among the 

volunteer firemen, especially when they i:10re on narade. The 

horses of the several bre~eries were heavier than those of the 

fire-companies, ac their work did not call for such speed. The 

horses 2.ttached to the numerous milk wagons grew to know the stops 

and s~arts of the route as well as the driver. One of the fascin

ating features of the circus p~rades was the display of horseflesh. 

The city streets in those days were laid with Belgian 

blocks about 5 by 7 inches, with cobble stones on the hills to 6lvo 

the horse a better footing. This type of oavi:ri.g, w:. th the iron bands 

on the w.neels, made for noisy travel. 

Numerous boys t:;hroughout the city had ponies, wb.ich made 

them the envy of other boys. N.Y.Warner had a horse bazaar on 

~aryland Avenue near Oak Street, and always carried a line of ponies. 

One "Johnny" Jefferis, who was minus ooth legs, had a flat-bottomed 

curt, to which were hitched two goats; this was used in serving news

papers. The mule of whom it is said: "He has no pr-ide of ancestry, 

nor hope of posterity," was often seen on the streets; mules were used 

along with the horses in the old horsecar days. 

With the arrival of the motor car came the ~as pump. The 

first were s:lmply pumps placed along the c~rb, and tended by a store

keeper, to whom this was only one of his uaily chores. The artistic 

gas stations, with their broad plazas, rest rooms, and car eervicing, 

were to come later. lJo better picture could be drawn of the changed 

condition of city streets than to state that; the first automobile was 

nlaced on exhibition as part of a bic~r~le show in Madison Square Garden, 

~ ew York in 1896. The nu.mu0r of cars in the nat-Lon in 1900 was eirrht 
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thous~,d, and at the close of 1940 had increased to near twenty-five 

million. No doubt Wilmington always had its proportionate share or 
automobilee. The main arterle.l highv1ays which enter the city, l:novm 

as II t,;.rnpikes, 11 were controlled by co:rrpad.es. A gatekeeper would 

be stationed along the road and collect a small fee, often depending 

on the distance one was traveling. The gate to control the traffic., 

and a small house to protect the ge.tekee-oer from the weather, supplied 

the necessaFJ equi~ment. The center of the road was of crushed stone., 

packed down hard, with di. rt roads on the sides., known as "Summer roads. 11 

The latter made eas:i.er ridin.:;, but were apt to be dusty. About J.900 

the county bought the stock of the turnpike companies , and opened tho 

roads to the public free. 

The road leading into the city from the south, over lower 

Market Street br.i..dge, was for some dista;.1ce called the "Causeway, 11 

and vms paved with oyster shells. When they were p1.1t down whole, -shey 

made rather rough riding , but when ground up by travel, made a compact 

road. There was no occasion to regulate travel with1n the city ., and 

the term parking was not in use . King Street was the f::.rst to be 

made a one·-way throughfare in July 1912 . The parking problem con

t:'_nued to mount , whicll even.t-:.:1.ally lee. to 1 t;s !'egulat:'_on . In 1937 , the 

parking meters were first installed on Market Street , and later were 

extended to other streets . Arother departure was t:!1.e first "Stop and 

Go 1t ligr.t placed on r!arket Street. 

About 1925, a new system of traffic control at inter8ections 

was tried . It consisted of a narrow strip of heavy rubber, laid over 

a mecl1anism placed below sJcreet level st the intersection. w11.en the 

ve~:cle passed over it, the tra~flc lights en the corner would be 

effected. It did not entirely solve the oroblem, and was soon 

abandoned. 
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In the days of the horse., travelinc was at a slow pace 

through the city; when a stop was made the horse v1culd be hitched 

to a nost of iron or stone provided for that purpose. At places 

a ring woulj be inserted in a tree or telegranh pcle for convenient 

use. There was no time limit during which a horse could • tand, 

within reason. 

The first macadrun was laid on Thirteenth Street, between 

King and Market Streets, in 1904, and was the forerunner of the 

fine streets we have today. 

The city trnnsportation facilities have been extended to 

meet growing needs. Until the development of that section knovm as 

the 11 Hil"hlands., 11 the Delaware Avenue line had its tern.:_nus at Dupont 

Street, at what wns then knovm as the 11 Car Barns. 11 rl'he cars on 

L~ncaster Avenue, then knovm as Front Street, sto,ped at Union, where 

there was also a car barn. The fare in the city was for years five 

cents; when raised to eight cents, the first tokens sold, were of 

lightweight cardboard. The cars of the early days had no platform 

doors, leaving the moto~~an and conductor exposed to the weather. 

rrhe conductor took up the fare 2.:'ter the patron had entered the car, 

and registered it on a meter by means of a strap which ran the length 

of the car overhead. In 1925., safety appltancss had been developed 

to such a point that the motorm.an could control the opening and 

shutting of the doors and also take the .fares. Thus the jobs of 

motorman and conductor were coffib~ned. 

About 1900, the Peoples Railway Company received a charter' 

to run cars within the city, as well as to Brandywine Springs Park, 

near Faulkland, which they controlJ.ed. They also ran a line along 

Woodlawn Avenue to Henry Clay. When the patronage at the Springs 
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fell off, and their largest 1·0venue p:..,.oducer lost, the city was 

not lar~e enough for two competine lines, and the company was 

CO"'l"'elled to forfeit its charter. The Wilmington City 3.ailway 

Company furnished transoortation to hellpot Park, on the Phila

delphia Pilrn, both by the Darby Line vmich ran to the outskirts 

of PhLl8del)hia, and by the cars of the West Fourth Street line. 

When the fi:?.,.st e] ectic cars made their appearance in the city , 

the short 1.:.ne run from Tenth and Market to Riverview Cemetery. 

The ueoole were so skeptical of t :1em that numbers were allowed 

to ride free to show they were safe. 

Re ... erence: 

Personal Recolloct·ons. 
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Submitted and rerritten by: Jerry Sweeney 

FRIENDS' SCHOOL 
on E. side of 
\"'est Street 
be~~0en W.Fourth 
and W. Fifth 
Streets. 

(N-e--t open to the 

~ le ) 'Pr' V 0. r.. s h • 

This is the oldest school having a continuous exist

ence in the State. In 1738, three years after the first 

member of the Society of Friends settled on "Quaker Hill, ,t 

a one-story house of worship, or meeting-house, was built 

by the society on this location. Ten years later, in 1748, 

the Friends opened their first school in Delaware in this 

small building. During the ensuing years many children 

received in it an elementary English education, and in 1786 

English grammar, Latin, Greek and other branches of higher 

education were added to the curriculum. In 1883 the original 

building was remodeled and enlarged, as it was too small 

for the number of pupils. Other minor changes and additions 

were made from time to time. Plans are now made by the 

Society of Friends to erect a new school north of the city. 
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B. Bell 
June 18, 1940 

GOVERNMENT: COUNTY 
County Officers 

OVERS~ERS OF THE POOR IN 1779 

Extract from Sessions Docket 
1778 

Page 52-February 1779 

The following Persons were appointed Overseers of the Poor 

for the respective Hundreds for the ensuing Year, to wit, 

1Hundreds Overseers of the Poor 

I 
I 

New Castle 

Chi'istiana Thomas Crow, Joseph Lawson, Samuel Kelly, Robert Pierce. 

Brandywine Isaac Tussey, John Pyle, William Anderson. 

Mill Creek Charles Williams. John Nivin, John WyEJ.tt. 

White c. Creek 

Pencader John Elder. Robert Armstrong. Jacob Fairies. 

Red.lion Anthony Durshane. Lawrence Higgins 
. 

St. Georges William Caroenter, Benjamin Bunker, James Moody. 

Appoquinim.k James Harris. Elias Naudain, Jacob King. 

Sealed and Delivered) 
) 

in the Presence of ) 

Nich. s Van Dyke 

Gunning Bedford 

Ja. s Booth 

Robt Bryan I s-s I 

Dan 1M Lonen I S-S I 
Page 53 



Olyde • Young 
Sept. 4, 1940 
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GOVERN NT IN DELA ARE 
Present Government 
County: Publio Welfare 

II-B-l-c-1) 

4-H CLUB AND FUTURE FARr.IB:RS OF AMERIO 

Acting under a law passed by the State Legislature 1n 

1923, annual appropriations are made by the Levy Court of 

New Castle County to the 4-H Club and the Future Farmera 

ot America. (1) The 4-H Club e~eived a grant of 300 for 

the tisc 1 year beginning July l, 1940, while an appropria

tion of 150 was made the Future Farmers of America tor the 

same period. (2) 

The grants are made "for the development, encourage

ment or improvement of agriculture (including demonstration 

work in agrioulture and economics),• and in making them th 

Levy Court is privileged under the act of the General Assem

bly to" elect any one or more of the agricultural or farmer•• 

aaaoc1at1ona •• • aa the medium through which to accomplish the 

• purpose ••• 

(1) 

(2) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Delaware. General Assembly. Revised Code of Delaware, 
1935 •••• ilmington, Del., The Star Publieh1ng Co., 
1936. 1642 P• PP• 275, 276. 

Report ot Audit 01.· New Castle County, Delaware, for the 
year end d June 30, 1940. 
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Associations 
Early welfare associations. p.45-47 
4-H clubs and ]'uture fanaers of America. p.399 

Bayard, Thomas Francis 
Bayard's statue in Rockford Park. p.17-18; 282 

Bayard, Thomas J. 
Thomas J. Bayard memorial. p. 283-94. 

Bringhurst, Ferris 
Ferris Bringhurst memorial fountain. p.3,6 

Brown, J. Paul 
J. Paul Brown, photographer... p.6 

Brown, John A. 
:Biography of John A. Brown. p. 5 

Bucher, Harry E. 
Harry E. Bucher, photographer. p.7 

Buckingham, Thomas L. 
Dentistry - a Delaware professor. p.8 

Cemeteries 
Friends' Cemetery. p.237-8. 
St. Andrews Cemetery. p. 229 

enurches. Church of New Jeru9alem 
The Church of New Je~1snlem (Swedenborgian) p.235 

Churches. First Presbyterian - Wilmington 
First Presbyterian church building. p.226 
First Presbyterian church of Wilmington. p.228 

Churches. Friends meeting - Wilmington 
Friends meeting honse. p. 230-231. 

Churches. Grace U. E. Church. 
Grace M. E. church. p.232-4. 

Churches. Holy Trinity. 
Holy Trinity (Old Swedes) church. p.240-241. 

Churches. St. Andrews Protestant Episcopal. 
St. Andrews P.E. church. p.236 

Church,,;ardens. 
Churchwardens. p.38-41 

Crises & panics 
Hard times in the earlier years. p.85-86 

Cummings, James R. 
Jam~s R. Oumr,iings. p.9 

Delaware (ship) 
Presentation of silver service to battleship. 

Delaware - Description 
Extracts from P-0bert Proud ... p.146-7 

Delaware - Politics and government 
County janitors. p.397 
Early city government. p.109-12 
History of government in Delaware. 
National campaigns of 50 years ago. 

Pioneer days in the suffrage movement. 
Dentistry 

Dentistry in the 1790 1 s. p.15 

p.36-7 
p.322-3 

p. 334-5 

p.357 

401 



Eden Park 
Eden Park. p.332-3 

Education 
George Dean vocational education act. p.1-4 
Private parochial schools. p.391-4 
Public schools of half a century ago. p.358-9 
Salesiam1m. p.396 

Elections 
Old election days. p.145 

Fires & fire protection 
The fire department of other days. p.44 

Fort Christina 
Site of Fort Christina. p.309-14 

Friends 
Friends' School (Wilmington) p.395 

Garrett, Elwood 
Wilmington's first photographer. p.11 

Historic houses 
Early Wilmington homes. 
Historic houses not open 

Hotels 
Site of the 11 Sign of the 

Howell, Harrison W. 

p. 60-63, 64-6 
to the public. 

ship" tavern. 

p.242-8 

p.297 

Dr. Harrison W. Howell. 

Industries 
Industry and comnerce. 
IDld time office work. 

Insurance 

p.170-172 

p.257-60 
p.326-7 

Life insurance selling fifty years ago. p.257 

Jackson, Job H. 
Joh H. Jackson memorial fountain. p.315 

Journalism 
Early newspaper days. p.153-4 

Lawyers 
Legal profession fifty years a.go. p. 265-6 

Literature 
Literature. p.258-60 
Some early reading. p.115-8 

Harkets 
Second Street market. p.113-4. 

Uilitary 
Old national guard days. p.74 

Moving pictures 
DuPont's contribution to motion pictures. 
Wilmington's first motion picture theater. 

p.10 
p.12-14 

Music 
Early mechanical music in the Wilmington home. 
Early Wilmington masicians. p.67-68 

p.249-50 



Parks 
Mill stone on Brandywine drive. p.321 
The zoological gardens. p.352-3, 354-6 

Physic, Philip S. 
Dr. Philip S. Physick. p.16 

Poor 
Charity appropriations. p.400 
Overseers of the poor in 1779. p.398 

Population 
Unincorporated places (1930) p.122 

Postal service 
Postmasters. p.337-42 
Transportation mail p.336 

Printz, Anders 
Old Sw~des - Anders Printz. p.273-5 

Public utilities 
Public utilities in Wilmington.. p.360-2 

Pusey, E.P.. 
An early Wilmington firm. p.55 

Revolutionary war. 
Site of an encampment of continental troops, Brandywine park. 

Rodney, Caesar 
p. 295-6 

Caesar Rodney statue. p.276-9, 298-9, 302-6. 
Russians 

The Ukrainians. p.42 

Schoen, Chas. T. 
Two local boys that made good. p.89-91. 

Slavery 
Tindal vs. Hudson. p.43 

Smith, Josephine Tatnall 
The Josephine Tatnall Smith memorial fountain. 

Social life 
p. 265-7 

The boy of the east side fifty years ago. p.105-8 
Boys a half century ago. p.384-5 
Early street scenes. p.251-6 
Early Wilmington days. p.48-54. 
Early Wilmington restaurants. p. 69-72 
The home of 50 years ago. p.148-52 
Old national guard days. p. 325 
Scenes on the city streets fifty years ago. p.382-3, 386-90 

Social work 
Early welfare assns. p.45-7 

Sports 
Public swimming pools, tennis courts & other recreational centers. 
Racing days at the Wilmington Yacht club. p.365 
Wilmington yacht club. p.363-4 

Taxation 
Source of revenue (1934-35) p.137-9 
Taxation. p.130-136 

Theatre 
Early theater attractions. p.180-7 
Early Wilmington theatre dnys. p.73 
A local amusement enterprise. p.94-5 
Theatre attractions. p.176-9 
lfilmington I s first motion picture theatre. 

Thomson, Charles 
Life of Charles Thomson. p.19-33 

p.12-14 

p.123-4 



Todd, Wm. H. 
Two local boys that made good. p. 89-91 

Trees 
Rodney oak. p. 343-9 

Washington, George 
Vlashington I s headquarters. 

fater supply 
p.317 

Authority for account of Belle~ie lake reservoir. 
Cool Spring reservoir. p.367 
Porter reservoir. p.350-1 
Reservoirs. p.371-3, 375-6 
Rockf0rd water-to1¥er. p. 368-70, 374 
Rodney reservoir. p.379 
Rodney Street rPservoir 1 s tower. p.366 
Nilmington reservoir of the Pa. R.R. p.377-8. 

Wilminc;ton - :&..iildings 
Bishopstead. p.227,239 
An important civic center. 
Memories of Bishopstead. 

p.173-5 
p.318-20 

Wilmington - Description 
Auto tour no.2. p.155--69 
Canby memorial seat. p.270 
Early cab service in Wilmington, 
The east side fifty yearg ago. 
General description. p.188-93. 

p.104 
p. 76-81 

p.380-1 

The Josephine Tatnall Smith memorial fountain. 
Rodney Square. p.26:l::-4,280-1,300-1 

p. 265-7 

Silas Deane views Wilmington in 1775. p.119-21 
Soldiers' and sailors' monument. p.268-9 
Todd memorial. p.307-8 
Wilmington, Dela,vare. p .199-221. 
Wilmington in 1875. p,194-8. 

Wilmington - History 
Growth and development. 

Wilmington - Ind11stries 
p.222-3 

Early Wilmington firm~ in various lines. 
Early workers in industry. p.75 
An old established location. p.324 
Wilmington industries of 50 years ago. 

Wilmington - Streets 
Early street scenes. p.251-6 
French Street in the early days. p.82-3 

p.56-9 

p.144 

French Street so-called in 1736-7, p.84 
King Street in the early years. p.261-4 
Governor Printz Boulevard. p.271-2 
Pennsylvania Ave. and its old houses. p.328-31 
Tenth Street in the early years. p,87-8 
Upper Market Street in the early years. p.96-101. 
West Ninth Street a half century ago. p.102-3 
Wilmington - Contemporary scene - Streets & avenues. 

World war I 
Wilmington in the World ;Var years. p.140-3. 

-

p. 224-5 
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